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WHILE there’s plenty 
at home to keep us 
busy, part of what we 
do at Australian Pork 
Limited is to keep an 
eye on what’s hap-
pening at a global level.

This is not only in pork 
production but global 
meat and food trends 
more broadly. 

APL has a long-
standing presence at the 
GIRA Asian Meat Clubs, 
and their latest presen-
tation on Global Meat 
Production took place in 
February in Dubai. 

Representing our 
team was APL’s chief 
operating officer Peter 
Haydon and assistant 
international brand man-
ager Vivien Chan. 

Pete and Vivien arrived 
ready to share updates 
from the Australian pork 
sector and seek updates 
from a global perspec-
tive that may impact the 
wider meat industry. 

What we learnt from 
this meeting can be 
broken down into four 
key areas.

First, whether you 
think COVID-19 is 
close to being over or 
not, one thing is certain, 
African swine fever is 
clearly not. 

The spread of the dis-
ease back through China 
in 2021, the disease’s 
relentless march across 
Europe into Italy and 
across Asia into Thai-
land and Malaysia will 
continue to support an 
increase in global trade 
in pork.

Locally, our producers 
know that APL’s key area 
of focus is maintaining 
Australia’s ASF-free 
status and upholding our 
strict biosecurity stand-
ards, and we continue to 
keep ahead of news from 
across the globe in this 
space. 

Second, the combina-
tion of ASF decreasing 
global meat supply and 
COVID disrupting inter-

national supply chains 
has caused acceleration 
of beef consumption in 
countries where pork 
was primarily cooked at 
home, such as China and 
Vietnam.

The scale of impact 
from China’s decline in 
pork production has been 
felt throughout the world. 

For markets such as 
Brazil, this was a posi-
tive impact as they filled 
the temporary gap. 

However, this decline 
has also impacted the 
beneficiaries of pork 
substitution – beef, sea-
food and chicken. 

Something to consider 
for us here in balancing 
supply and demand. 

Bringing focus back 
to our own domestic 
consumption, as I spoke 
about last month, our 
marketing team has re-
cently launched a cam-
paign designed to target 
young families with chil-
dren – equipping them 
with inspiration and 
confidence to cook with 
pork mid-week. 

This segment of the 
market has the greatest 
potential to build growth 
in pork consumption. 

Third, while meat 
marketers in wealthy 
countries concern them-
selves with sustainability 
and alternative proteins 
and cultured meat, the 
engine room of global 
meat growth – those in 
less-wealthy countries 
beginning to be able to 

afford meat regularly – is 
threatened by increasing 
feed costs. 

While value proposi-
tion isn’t something we 
currently struggle with, 
sustainability is certainly 
something we care about 
and are acting on as we 
move into the implemen-
tation phase of our sus-
tainability framework. 

The role of meat and 
where it fits – environ-
mentally, economically, 
nutritionally, ethically 
and socially – is clearly 
multi-layered. 

We are proud of the 
fact that our framework 
doesn’t focus on only one 
of these issues but looks 
at ensuring our sector re-
mains sustainable across 
all facets. 

We call these the four 
Ps – people, pigs, planet 
and prosperity – and 
making sure we’re doing 
the job of addressing 
concerns across the 
board, rather than only 
focussing on short-term 
issues.

Overall, the conference 
embraced a bright future 
for meat consumption, 
encouraging our industry 
to adapt to challenges 
and rise to opportunities 
in the global market to 
ensure continued suc-
cess.

If you have any ques-
tions or would like 
more information on the 
above, please reach out 
– we’d love to hear from 
you. 

2022 global meat trade 

No more porkies – increased 
protection for meat labelling
AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited has welcomed 
the findings of the report 
by the Commonwealth 
Senate inquiry into meat 
definitions and other 
animal products, handed 
down on February 24 in 
Parliament. 

After comprehensively 
reviewing the available 
evidence, the committee 
chaired by Queensland 
Senator Susan McDonald 
agreed that the current 
regulatory framework 
for the labelling of plant-
based protein products 
was inadequate. 

The committee also 
agreed action was needed 
to protect consumers as 
well as the brand and rep-
utation of animal proteins 
such as ‘pork’, ‘chicken’, 
‘beef and ‘lamb’. 

APL chief executive 
officer Margo Andrae 
praised the committee for 
their clear recommenda-
tions. 

“APL continues to sup-
port all Australian agri-
culture, however it is im-
portant consumers have 
a labelling system that 

clearly identifies the raw 
ingredients and whether 
they are home grown or 
imported,” Ms Andrae 
said.

“The Australian pork 
industry is worth $5.2 
billion and employs over 
36,000 people nationwide. 

“Our producers adhere 
to some of the strictest 
standards in the world for 
biosecurity, animal wel-
fare and food safety. 

“We want these pro-
ducers to have a fair 
playing field and for con-
sumers to be clear on their 
choice when selecting 
their proteins.” 

The committee con-
cluded that Australian 
families are being de-
ceived by misleading la-
bels and descriptions used 
by plant-based protein 
production companies. 

The report recom-
mended minimum regu-
lated standards to prohibit 
plant protein manufact-
urers from referencing 
traditional animal protein 
names and imagery of ani-
mals on packaging and in 
marketing material. 

Ms Andrae addressed the 
inquiry’s public hearing in 
September 2021, stating 
that clear definitions of 
meat were needed to 
strengthen existing truth 
in labelling efforts. 

Key among the nine 
recommendations of the 
report – which align to 
recommendations put for-
ward by APL and other 
industry bodies – are: 

• The Australian Fed-
eral Government develop 
a mandatory regulatory 
framework for the label-
ling of plant-based protein 
products

• Food Standards Aus-
tralia New Zealand ini-
tiate a review of section 
1.1.1—13 (4) of the FSANZ 
Code and recommends ex-
empting its application to 
named meat, seafood and 
dairy category brands

• The ACCC develops 
a national information 
standard that defines and 
restricts the use of meat 
category brands to animal 
protein products – the 
standard should include 
guidance on the use of 
livestock imagery for la-

belling and marketing of 
plant-based protein prod-
ucts.

“Truth in labelling en-
sures Australians are not 
inadvertently misled at 
the point of purchase,” Ms 
Andrae said. 

“It also means all pro-
teins on our shelves meet 
the same significant com-
pliance standards that the 
meat and dairy sectors 
currently adhere to.

“The bottom line is that 
Australian consumers 
should be able to make 
informed purchasing deci-
sions when buying quality 
food products they love 
and trust.

“APL looks forward to 
supporting government 
and industry on the pro-
cess moving forward.” 

The full report and 
list of recommendations 
is available at aph.gov.
au/Parliamentary_Busi 
ness/Committees/Senate/
Rural_and_Regional_Af 
fairs_and_Transport/Def 
initionsofMeat/Report 
Julia Unwin 
APL Communications 
Director

Senate inquiry finds current regulatory framework for the labelling of plant-based protein products inadequate.

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE CEO
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ONE of the most 
common methods uti-
lised by land managers 
to remove feral pigs is 
trapping. 

Trapping should only be 
used by land managers 
as part of a strategic, co-
ordinated and integrated 
management program 
where the available con-
trol tools – including 
baiting, aerial shooting, 
trapping and ground 
shooting – are applied in 
combination and in a tac-
tical order. 

Trapping is best ap-
plied when food or water 
supply and vegetative 
cover is limited – such 
as in late summer and 
early autumn in southeast 
Australia. 

It is important that 
all control methods are 
humanely applied to 
comply with the model 
code of practice for the 
humane control of feral 
pigs – available via the 
PestSmart website, pest 
smart.org.au

The standard operating 
procedure for the trap-
ping of feral pigs can be 
found here. 

Trapping is viewed 
as a secondary control 
method that can be used 
to further reduce num-
bers of feral pigs fol-

lowing poisoning and 
aerial control. 

It is not the best method 
to remove large numbers 
of animals from the land-
scape at once. 

Land managers use 
traps in areas where poi-
soning cannot be safely 
used and as an alternate 
to poisons to remove 
small groups of pigs or 
to focus control efforts 
on small defined areas 
– such as high-value agri-
cultural crops. 

Interestingly, traps can 
be incorporated into ex-
clusion fencing designs, 
where feral pigs run 
along fence lines into 
traps. 

With trapping, land 
managers can see and ex-
actly track the number 
of pigs that have been 
caught and dispatched. 

Carcasses from trapped 
pigs can also be retrieved 
for proper disposal. 

In many regions, traps 
can be borrowed for no 
charge from state or local 
government agencies to 
assist land managers with 
their control programs. 

Many trap styles are 
now available that are 
designed specifically for 
pigs and also minimise 
non-target species from 
being caught. 

The key difference be-
tween them is gate con-
struction and design. 

The different trap types 
include silo traps, panel 
traps and box traps. 

The choice of which 
trap design to use will be 
dependent on the habitat, 
material available, loca-
tion and accessibility of 
the site. 

Steel mesh with a small 
grid size – 50x75mm or 
50x100mm – is recom-
mended to minimise the 
risk of snout injury if 
the pig should charge the 
mesh. 

Further information on 
trap designs, specifica-
tions and construction for 
feral pigs can be obtained 
from state and territory 
government websites. 

Field cameras are in-
creasingly being used by 
land managers as a sur-
veillance tool to deter-
mine group size, assist 
with identifying suitable 
trapping sites and moni-
toring feral pig presence 
in and around traps. 

Where installed, ex-
perienced operators can 
also use this information 
to remotely activate the 
gate or the trap itself – 
if suspended traps are 
being used. 

Care must be taken here 
to ensure that animals are 
not entrapped under gates 
or trap units. 

However, effective trap-
ping does not come down 
to having the latest and 
fanciest equipment. 

There are some key 
techniques that need 
to be applied to suc-
cessfully catch whole 
groups of pigs without 

creating trap-shy pigs or 
impacting on non-target 
species. 

Trapping is time con-
suming and take lots of 
patience. 

In the words of experi-
enced feral pig manage-
ment specialist Dr Jim 
Mitchell, “Trapping is a 
process not an event – it 
takes time and effort to 
successfully trap pigs.”

Adequate free feeding 
is needed to encourage 
pigs into an area to feed. 

Generally, it’s better 
to bring bait to the pigs 
rather than hoping the 
pigs will find the bait.

Trapping will be most 
effective when bait is po-
sitioned near fresh reg-
ular activity. 

Have a good look 
around the area for feral 
pig signs to select sites 
where free feed can be 
provided and could also 
be appropriate for traps 
to be assembled and 
placed.

Our feral pig signs 
factsheet – feralpigs.com.
au/resources/#factsheets 
– may assist with 
knowing what signs to 
look for. 

One of the most impor-
tant factors in successful 
trapping is the selection 
of a suitable trapping 
site. 

Traps should be set 
where shade and shelter 
are being provided by 
vegetation to manage the 
exposure of pigs to ex-
treme heat or cold. 

Using your property 
map can also be useful in 
determining baiting sites.

Stop any activities in 
the area that will disturb 
normal feeding behav-
iours of pigs. 

This includes removing 
any livestock from pad-
docks where traps will 
be located, as well as 
any ground shooting or 
hunting activities with 
dogs that may be occur-
ring in the area. 

Speak with your neigh-
bours to request that they 
stop any ground shooting 
activities.

Preferences for free 
feed will vary from area 
to area. 

Ensure that whole clean 
grain, fermented grain 
such as wheat, barley, 

Trapping standards for feral pigs

Cameras can be used to assist with trapping and may be a good investment for daily checking and trap inspec-
tion. Photo: Daniel Lewer of Hunter Land Management

by HEATHER CHANNON 
National Feral Pig Management

Co-ordinator

* continued P4
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oats, lupins, sorghum and 
chickpeas or even pel-
lets – particularly if weed 
seeds are of concern – 
are used. 

Poor quality free feed 
may limit the numbers of 
pigs attracted to the site. 

Pigs will be more at-
tracted to bait that has a 
strong odour. 

The use of meat or meat 
products as bait material 
is illegal. 

Deposit small amounts 
of bait material around 
the site – along roads, 
tracks and animal pads. 

Monitor and replenish 
these sites for several 
days to get pigs used to 
the bait material and to 
optimise the number of 

animals coming to the 
bait site. 

In some areas, fruit or 
vegetables may be more 
preferable. 

The free feeding period 
may go on for a while 
as it will be dependent 
on the availability of the 
pig’s current diet. 

It’s important that there 
is adequate feed available 
per pig. 

An oversupply of grain 
will attract birds during 
the day and can also in-
crease risks of non-target 
species being caught in 
the trap.

Once bait is being con-
tinually eaten by pigs at a 
site, place the trap there. 

If you have decided to 
have multiple sites, keep 
monitoring feed at the 
other sites during this 
time. 

If you only have one 
trap, it may be that the 
trap can be moved to an-
other of these sites once 
all pigs are removed from 
the first site. 

Bring the trap materials 
to the selected site and 
leave them there for ani-
mals to become accus-
tomed to its smell. 

If pigs continue to come 
to the site to consume 
free feed, partially erect 
the trap – leaving a wide 
entrance way – and place 
feed inside and outside 
the trap. 

Once pigs are confi-
dently entering and ex-
iting the trap, finish con-
structing the trap leaving 
the gate open and place 
the free feed at the rear 
of the trap. 

Ensure the trap is con-
structed to minimise in-
juries to pigs including 
from sharp edges, mal-
functioning gates or 
loose wire. 

A good sign that pigs 
are comfortable with the 
trap and your presence 
is when they visibly wait 
in the area for you to 
come and provide their 
free feed!

All traps must be in-
spected daily. 

Cameras can be used to 
assist with this and may 
be a good investment to 
assist with daily checking 
and trap inspection. 

Automatic deer feeders 
can be used to provide 
free feed to reduce the 
need for daily site visits. 

The trap’s door can 
be set after a few more 
days of feeding within 
the trap. 

It’s recommended 
that pigs free feed in-
side the trap for at least 
three nights to ensure the 
whole group is captured. 

Large amounts of bait 
– 10-20kg – will be re-
quired each time the trap 
is set.

Set traps must be in-
spected each morning. 

As detailed in the trap-
ping of feral pigs standard 
operating procedures:

• Captured pigs should 
be quietly and calmly ap-
proached by the shooter 
to reduce panic, further 
stress and risk of injury

• Trapped pigs must be 
humanely destroyed as 
quickly as possible by a 
skilled, licenced and ac-

credited firearm operator 
who is experienced with 
humane destruction of 
animals 

• The shooter must be 
patient and wait until the 
pig is motionless before 
shooting

• The shooter must not 
shoot through the trap

• No other person 
should approach trapped 
pigs until shooting is 
completed

• Operators should take 
necessary precautions 
when removing pig car-
casses from the trap to 
reduce risks of disease.

So, what can go wrong? 
A great deal!
Pigs are smart and un-

forgiving. 
It is critical to remember 

that if the whole group of 
pigs is not caught – par-
ticularly the older pigs – 
they have been educated 
about the trap and will 
now be trap-shy. 

This will make them 
extremely difficult to trap 
later. 

Issues that can affect 
the success of trapping 
include:

• Land manager inexpe-
rience

• Unsuitable trap place-
ment

• Not enough traps used 
or traps are set too far 
apart

• Not using enough free 
feed to entice all pigs to 
enter the trap

• Not free feeding for 
long enough before set-
ting the trap

• Setting the trap door 
before the entire group 
has entered the trap to 
pre-feed

• The trap door trig-
gering mechanism is set 
incorrectly

• The trap was too small 
to fit the whole pig group

• High availability of 
their current diet

• Interference from 
other people and the 
presence of dogs

• Using this method to 
control large population 
sizes.

To reiterate from earlier 
articles, the key ingre-
dients for successful pig 
control are:

• Coordinated control 
over large areas by get-
ting all land managers to 
work together

• Apply an integrated 
management approach 
– in areas that can be 
accessed by a vehicle, 
use low impact control 
first such as baiting or 
trapping to minimise 
spreading of pigs across 
the area, and move to 
other methods such as 
aerial shooting for less 
accessible areas to try to 
mop up as many pigs as 
possible

• Utilise seasonal con-
ditions – when it is dry, 
apply a good plan and aim 
for 100 percent removal

• Monitor before and 
after control efforts are 
undertaken and act early.

Feel free to contact me 
on heather.channon@
feralpigs.com.au or call 
0423 056 045 to discuss 
your feral pig manage-
ment issues or any infor-
mation presented in this 
article. 

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2019 ® Registered trademark of BASF. W239831 12.2019
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One of the most important factors in successful trapping is the selection of a suitable trapping site. Photo: Daniel 
Lewer of Hunter Land Management

Trapping standards 
for feral pigs
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HAVING last month 
profiled three significant 
pork people – all leaders 
in their own right – I’m 
stepping things up this 
month and sharing some 
thoughts on what really 
makes a good leader.

Though I’ve devel-
oped many of my own 
thoughts on this subject 
over the 38 years of prac-
ticing as a public rela-
tions consultant, advising 
numerous company and 
organisation chief execu-
tive officers, chairs and 
managing directors on 
communication matters 
– including the likes of 
branding and issues man-
agement – I’ve elected to 
lean on someone else here 
for their thoughts.

I posed the question 
“What makes a good 
leader?” to Greg Wall, 
Member of the Order of 
Australia award recipient 
and someone I’ve long ad-
mired as a universally re-
spected and ethical busi-
ness leader who – aside 
from holding CEO and 
MD roles with large fi-
nancial institutions and 
numerous board posi-
tions, including for public 
companies – has been a 
significant driver of the 
cooperative movement 
here and internationally.

Some of Greg’s exten-
sive achievements in the 
cooperative space – be-
yond his eight years as 
CEO of the Capricorn So-
ciety – include:

• Establishing the first 
national forum for the 
chairs of Australia’s top 
cooperative firms

• Chairing the United 
Nations International 
Year of Cooperatives Sec-
retariat 2012

• Presenting at the 
United Nations in New 
York for the launch of 
the International Year of 
Cooperatives

• Founding Australia’s 
national peak body for 
the sector, the Business 
Council of Cooperatives 
and Mutuals

• First Australian to be 
elected to the board of the 
International Cooperative 
Alliance in 2013 and re-
elected for another four 
year terms in 2017.

So, here goes… this 
from Greg:

There are many facets to 
good leadership. 

Over my career the key 
elements that served me 
well include vision, in-
tegrity, communication, 
trust, decision making, 
courage and having some 
fun.

A good leader guides 
the vision and strategy 
for the organisation while 
setting out its key stra-
tegic pillars and what 
success looks like. 

They also lead the cul-
ture of the organisation, 
setting the desired behav-
iours and symbols of suc-
cess. 

Leaders demonstrate 
integrity by saying what 
they are going to do and 
then doing what they say. 

In my experience, most 
people want to do their 
best for the company or 
organisation they work 
for but need to know what 
the leader stands for and 
is trying to achieve. 

This is where good 
communication comes in 
– leaders must communi-
cate and sell the vision on 
a regular basis, not only 
once a year at the annual 
general meeting. 

I’ve always set up a cas-
cading one-on-one com-
munication that enables 
me to communicate to my 

executive and in turn they 
to their senior managers 
and so on through the 
organisation. 

I always run quarterly 
updates to all staff via 
a group meeting for all 
in the office and then a 
video to all staff located 
elsewhere. 

Such communication 
updates all staff on the 
performance of the or-
ganisation, updates them 
on key projects and looks 
at the goals for the next 
quarter. 

Having set the vision 
and culture of the organi-
sation and communicated 
regularly, I trust my staff 
and allow them to do their 
job within the parameters 
of the strategy. 

I don’t micromanage. 
This goes back to my 

belief that staff will do the 
right thing if they know 
what you are trying to 
achieve. 

If they don’t know what 
the goal or strategy of the 
organisation is, they will 
make it up. 

I also demonstrate 
some flexibility here be-
cause not everyone has 
the capacity to work au-
tonomously towards a 
strategy. 

At times some need 
to have their goals and 
performance set for them 
and monitored regularly. 

A good leader cares for 
his team and clients and 
trusts in people, however 
at times not all are in 
line with the strategy or 
culture of the business or 
organisation.

People respect a leader 
who makes decisions 
based on facts and is de-
cisive, fair and clear in 

communicating the deci-
sions. 

Courage in a leader is 
vital. 

That is not only the 
courage to drive the or-
ganisation and make de-
cisions in the best inter-
ests of the business and 
its people, but also the 
courage to deal with poor 
behaviours or perform-
ance. 

Nothing unsettles an 
organisation more than 
poor behaviour or poor 
performance that goes 
unchecked. 

A leader must call out 
and address these issues 
in the best interests of 
the business and the staff 
who are doing the right 
thing. 

It goes to the culture of 
the business.

A final observation – 
everyone goes to work to 
earn a living so they can 
live their life as happily 
as they can. 

Work dominates a large 
portion of our time – usu-
ally five days a week. 

Therefore, I always try 
to bring a bit of fun into 
the workplace to make it 
interesting and enjoyable, 
rather than a drudge. 

If you are happy, you are 
more productive and in 
turn this leads to greater 
success for the business 
and happiness for team 
members. 

Leaders should recog-
nise good performance 
and celebrate the success 
of the business and indi-
viduals as often as pos-
sible.

I appreciated Greg’s 
above short-notice re-
sponse to my request for 
his leadership leanings 
and learnings, but did no-
tice he neglected to men-
tion the importance of 
listening.

I know it’s important to 
him because I’ve often 
heard him say, “You have 
two ears and one mouth.”

Alas, he has even shared 
that with me on a one-on-
one basis. 

Such a thoughtful and 
brutally honest mentor!

I get it. 

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness 

Public Relations Skills that will 

build your business, enhance 

your brand, promote your 

products and sell your services, 

all backed by unsurpassed 

professionalism, experience  

and track record.

Contact Brendon Cant 

M  0417 930 536   E  brendon@iinet.net.au

Cheers to Greg Wall, the current chair of the board for the Margaret River Wine 
Association – an independent non-profit organisation with 200 industry members 
and 50 associated grape grower and commercial members.

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT

Leadership leanings and learnings

Greg Wall leads from the front while cooperating all the way.
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GUT HEALTH
PLATFORM

AlltechLienert

YOU SEE OUTSIDE

Alltechlienert.com.au

WE SEE IN
You wouldn’t neglect your gut; 
why neglect theirs? 

Guaranteeing your herd the right start 
in life is crucial to achieving maximum 
profitability. Our range of nutritional 
solutions ensures the desired gut 
health environment for your animals, 
optimizing feed conversion ratios. 

PHORTIFY™ 

ACID-PAK® 4-WAY WS 2X

    ®  CREEP FEEDS

@Alltech
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ZOETIS has intro-
duced Eryvac E-Oral, 
the Australian pork 
industry’s first mass 
in-water administered 
vaccine to aid in the 
prevention of the dis-
ease commonly called 
diamond skin or swine 
erysipelas, caused by 
the bacteria erysipelo-
thrix rhusiopathiae.

Zoetis is pleased to in-
troduce a vaccine that 
has been available in 
Canada, Mexico and the 
US for over 20 years, 
that brings real value to 
the Australian pork in-
dustry. 

Zoetis Australia tech-
nical services manager 
pig Dr Branislav Ka-
raconji said, “Eryvac E-
Oral provides a labour-
saving and welfare-
friendly alternative to 
individual injection of 
grower pigs for protec-
tion against erysipelas 
and, more importantly, 
helps to minimise losses 
for producers caused by 
condemnation of pigs or 
carcasses at processing 
due to the disease.”

As a mass adminis-
tered vaccine, Eryvac E-
Oral offers a convenient 
labour-saving method 
to aid in the prevention 
of erysipelas in group-
housed grower pigs 
during the crucial final 
grow-out period. 

This vaccine also of-
fers a significant wel-
fare improvement to the 
pig by eliminating the 
stress caused by indi-
vidually injecting each 
animal in a group envi-
ronment. 

Erysipelas is a disease 
of economic importance 
not only in pigs but also 
in poultry and sheep. 

The pig is the most 
important reservoir for 
e rhusiopathiae, as an 
estimated 30-50 percent 
of healthy pigs appear 
to harbour the bacteria 
in tonsils or lymphoid 
tissues.

It is also a zoonotic 
disease that is capable to 
being transmitted to hu-
mans, where it is known 
as erysipeloid. 

Maternal antibody 
protection from sows 
correctly vaccinated 
with vaccines such 
as Lepto-Eryvac and 
Eryvac suppresses the 
occurrence of disease 
in young pigs up to 11 
weeks. 

This leaves older pigs 
open to significant pro-
duction losses. 

This can range from 
sudden death and lame-
ness to ill thrift.

The insidious losses 
due to slow growth and 
chronic illness can be 
greater than those re-

sulting from acute out-
breaks. 

Finally, the most eco-
nomically harmful ef-
fect can be the rejection 
of carcasses at the abat-
toir due to the character-
istic ‘diamond’ lesions 
only becoming visible 
during processing.

Eryvac E-Oral pro-
vides coverage across 
this period to aid in the 
prevention of erysipelas 
through the most expen-
sive phase of the grower 
cycle.

Eryvac E-Oral vaccine 
for pigs is presented as a 
carton containing a vial 
of 250 doses of lyoph-
ilised vaccine and a vial 
of Eryvac E-Oral fla-
voured diluent to recon-
stitute the vaccine prior 
to dilution into a stock 
solution that is metered 
into the watering system. 

The product is stored 
refrigerated. 

For more information, 
visit zoetis.com 

First mass administered 
erysipelas vaccine for pigs

Industry’s EAD representatives for 2022
LOOKING at the year 
ahead, Australian Pork 
Limited is continuing to 
maintain a strong focus 
on engagement with 
pork industry emergency 
animal disease repre-
sentatives. 

The past two years have 
been heavily influenced 
by African swine fever 
industry preparedness, 
given the global spread of 
the disease.

However, APL’s future 
approach will shift to a 
broader EAD prevention, 
preparedness and resil-
ience focus.

Should an EAD incur-
sion occur, the response 
will be led by the state 
government of the area  
where the outbreak oc-
curred, with the chief 
veterinary officer the key 
decision maker. 

However, government 
and industry will work 
together and will be di-
rected by the Emergency 
Animal Disease Re-
sponses Agreement and 
AUSVETPLAN.

Key committees and 
representatives involved 
in the development and 
agreement on the re-
sponse plan include the 
National Management 
Group and the Consulta-
tive Committee on Emer-
gency Animal Diseases, 

with Liaison-Livestock 
Industry representatives 
supporting industry from 
the field. 

During an EAD incur-
sion, we would rely on 
representatives of dif-
ferent components of 
industry to provide their 
expertise and support on 
committees responsible 
for the response.

Each of these repre-
sentatives are vital in the 
supply of technical in-
formation, executive de-
cision-making and com-
munications to safeguard 
our industry as best as 
possible during an EAD 
incursion.

We currently have 
trained NMG, CCEAD 
and LLI representatives 
nationwide to repre-
sent the Australian pork 
industry in an EAD re-
sponse, but we are always 
looking for more.

As part of APL’s obliga-
tions under the EADRA, 
we liaise closely with An-
imal Health Australia, the 
independent national an-
imal-health body in Aus-
tralia, bringing together 
government and industry 
to deliver animal health 
and biosecurity as custo-
dian of the EADRA. 

It is through AHA that 
industry representatives 
are provided training 

for their respective EAD 
roles. 

This training is organ-
ised twice per year for 
NMG and CCEAD in 
March and September, and 
once or twice yearly in 
state jurisdictions for LLI. 

APL ensures there are 
nominations of repre-
sentatives from the pork 
industry – beyond APL 
staff – for each of these 
training sessions.

This coming year brings 
forth fresh opportunity for 
APL to engage represent-
atives beyond the initial 
training with AHA. 

One of APL’s most re-
cent recruits – EAD 
policy analyst Dr Jess van 
de Weyer – is looking at a 
new EAD representative 
engagement strategy. 

This includes a recent 
communication via email 
to all pork industry EAD 
representatives, which 
will become a regular bi-
annual EAD update from 
APL. 

These emails will in-
form the representatives 
on EAD work being pro-
gressed by industry. 

Representatives can also 
expect updates throughout 
the year from APL’s EAD 
team, regarding global 
pig disease outbreaks, 
recently published re-
search and upcoming or 

recorded EAD events. 
“It’s important our rep-

resentatives know how 
they can keep themselves 
informed in this techno-
logical age of online free 
subscriptions to technical 
resources,” Dr van de 
Weyer said.

For more information on 
becoming a representative 

or to nominate someone, 
contact Jess at jess.van 
deweyer@australianpork.
com.au or on 0429 135 
001. 

To find out more about 
what is involved as an 
NMG and CCEAD or LLI 
representative, refer to the 
AHA website – animal 
healthaustralia.com.au 

A condemned carcass showing the classic dia-
mond-shaped skin lesions caused by erysipelas. 
The use of Eryvac E-Oral will aid in the prevention 
of this economic and environmental loss.

Dr Jess Van De Weyer, Australian Pork Limited’s new 
Emergency Animal Diseases policy analyst.

Kym Miller 0439 066 054 
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693 
ben@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Graeme Pope 0439 066 006 
graeme@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923

For all your livestock needs

Provides high quality products.

Delivered on time.

At competitive pricing.

Supported by the best

available technical  

service in animal and  

livestock nutrition.

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

SKIOLD VMS

Tel: 07 55 477 588 
www.vacmillsolutions.com.au

www.skiold.com

CALL TOBY FOR A QUOTE:
Mobile: 0448 865 525
Email: toby@vacmillsolutions.com.au

SKIOLD MAXIMAT

BEAT THE PRICE RISE

DID YOU KNOW? 
SKIOLD VMS offer an ever growing inventory of  
piggery penning, feeders , dispensers, feedlines, 
and much more!  We are more than happy to assist 
with your upcoming project: design, consultation and 
problem solving – we’re here to help! 

Perfect distribution of 
pellets and mash.
Durable construction to 
suit weaners and growers 
up to 130 kg

Watch the Maximat 
feeders installation here:

AWARD WINNING FEEDERS IN STOCK
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Pig production seasonality 2022
RETAIL prices for pork 
stayed relatively con-
stant throughout 2021, 
whereas beef and lamb 
retail prices continued to 
rise, according to sales 
data obtained by Aus-
tralian Pork Limited. 

This improved value 
for pork combined with 
ongoing advertising sup-
port drove increased 
pork volume sales in re-
tail, while foodservice 
remained unstable de-
pending on the state. 

Obviously, this volume 
of sales growth was wel-
comed, given produc-
tion for 2021 was about 
105,000 progeny pigs a 
week and production for 
2020 was about 99,000 
progeny pigs per week. 

What all of this means 
is that pork continued to 
build share or find its way 
into homes for meals. 

From a supply perspec-
tive, an increase of 6000 
pigs a week would in a 
normal year have caused a 
pig price crash. 

Many producers called 
over the past year to ask 
why beef and lamb prices 
were so high, yet pork re-
mained stable.

There are many contrib-
uting factors for this. 

But stripped of all com-
plexity, we can say three 
things are true. 

First, the producers who 
contributed to the produc-
tion survey each quarter 
did the industry a favour 
by making accurate re-
turns, providing a future 
view more consistent with 
reality than in 2019 or 
2020. 

This obviously helped – a 
problem that can be identi-
fied early is easier to avoid 
than one we don’t know is 
coming. 

The second truth was 
that both beef and lamb 
coming out of drought 

were short supplied. 
And declines in con-

sumer demand for red 
meat in Australia were 
more than offset by ‘herd 
rebuild’ demand. 

Beef and lamb markets 
are in a different phase in 
the cycle than where pigs 
are in the pork industry 
cycle. 

Third, high beef and 
lamb prices at farm gate 
have progressively been 
passed on to consumers, 
meaning pork has become 
significantly better value 
for money versus beef and 
lamb. 

This advantage was an-
ticipated to drive volume 
sales and in the latter half 
of 2021 marketing invest-
ment was reduced. 

This enabled us to start 
preparing to focus on a 
group of consumers we 
have not targeted before.

The first half of 2022 
will see significantly in-
creased industry mar-
keting investment as the 
APL marketing teams 
seek to energise a group 
of people who are hard to 
convince – families who 
want easy-to-cook recipes 
that guarantee success for 
weeknight meals – and 
once convinced, change 
their minds slowly. 

This is opportune as the 
production survey indi-
cates production between 
February and June 2022 

will be lower due to sev-
eral producers adjusting 
their methods to increase 
productivity. 

We all know there are 
lags to marketing invest-
ment, which is why APL 
invest today to ensure a 
benefit is seen down the 
track. 

This is what APL is plan-
ning for – to help create 
momentum in early 2022 
so that when productivity 
and production volumes 
increase in the back half 

of 2022, the demand mo-
mentum is already positive. 

The production survey 
from producers suggests 
the first six months of 
2022 will produce less 
pigs than 2021. 

The second six months 
– if the productivity goals 
of producers responding to 
the survey are achieved – 
are likely to be higher than 
2021. 

This marks a difference 
from normal seasonality 
where production nor-
mally peaks in the middle 
of the year between mid-
May and mid-July.

Despite all the evolution 
in markets, we go into 
early 2022 from a healthy 
position in both retail price 
and investment. 

I encourage producers to 
continue contributing to 
the production survey as 
this will enable us to plan 
more effectively when re-
sponding to trends – such 
as those we see ahead. 

TORBEN Soerensen, 
former WAPPA treasurer 
and manager of GD Pork 
in Boscabel Western 
Australia, has pled not 
guilty to 29 counts of 
emissions violations as 
a result of an alleged 
faulty waste digester and 
build-up of effluent on 
the premises in 2018.

The charges come after 
complaints from neigh-
bours and an investigation 
by the state’s Department 
of Water and Environ-
mental Regulation into the 
odour emanating from the 
farm.

The case was moved to 
Perth for trial.

One neighbour – whose 
property is situated 5km 
from the piggery that has 
two large ponds to capture 
pig waste – said, “It was 
disgusting – your washing 
smelled like a dirty pig.”

“You couldn’t sit on the 
verandah because you 
could taste it.”

After an anaerobic di-
gester to capture methane 
from decomposing ma-
nure was installed on the 
farm, the smell became 
overbearing.

“It got disgusting very 
quickly and went to where 
it was smelling seven days 
a week,” one neighbour 
said.

To the point that once 
construction commenced 
in 2016, neighbours and 
passing motorists were 
complaining to local gov-
ernment.

Councillor at that time 
Kojonup Shire president 
Ned Radford said local 
government kept out of it 
and that it was a matter for 
the Department of Water 
and Environmental Regu-
lation.

Western Australia’s 
largest pork producer 
Westpork took the pig-
gery over in May 2019 
after GD Pork went into 
administration in No-
vember 2018.

After the takeover in 
2019, Westpork upgraded 
the waste management 
systems at the piggery 
to the satisfaction of 
DWER.

As per the DWER web-
site, “Westpork has re-
moved the build-up of 
solid effluent from the 
southern pond and has 
improved the operation of 
the anaerobic digester.”

The stench slowly dis-
sipated, though it wasn’t 
overnight and according 
to one neighbour, “They 
said it was something that 
would take a few years, 
and it has – they didn’t 
lie.” 

© 2021 Zoetis Inc. Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138. ZL1453, MM-17033  

Diamonds are not a pig’s best friend. Protect your growers from Erysipelas with new Eryvac® E-Oral. 
No need to work up a sweat individually injecting them, just mass administer via your watering system 
and let your pigs vaccinate themselves.

To find out more contact your Zoetis representative or contact Zoetis product support 
for further assistance. Productsupport.au@zoetis.com or 1800 814 883

Chief Operating 
Officer

by PETER HAYDON

Raising a stink
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BEST wishes and thank 
you to all Pork Queens-
land Inc members for 
your ongoing support.
COVID-19

PQI will maintain en-
gagement with the De-
partment of Agriculture 
and Fisheries Queens-
land, Safe Food Produc-
tion Queensland and 
Queensland Health to 
ensure impacts from the 
ever-changing rules are 
minimised. 

PQI was heavily in-
volved in gaining emer-
gency essential status 
for our processing and 
farming entities, which 
provided the opportunity 
for negative ‘close con-
tacts’ to return to work. 

This was most benefi-
cial in getting Swickers 
Kingaroy Bacon Factory 
employees back to work.
DES plans

PQI were recently ad-
vised that the Depart-
ment of Environment 
and Science has plans to 
investigate the establish-
ment of an independent 
environmental protec-
tion body to replace the 
work carried out by de-
partmental officers. 

This work for the pork 
industry is currently 

done by DAF officers in 
Toowoomba.

PQI is engaging with 
DES to address the 
interests of pork pro-
ducers. 

A similar action has 
occurred in NSW and 
Victoria, with adverse 
impacts and increased 
compliance costs. 

PQI has now been in-
cluded in a review group 
of stakeholders who will 
provide input to the pro-
posal. 

This is a serious issue 
and one that PQI is 
keeping a close eye on. 

Australian Pork Lim-
ited has been advised of 
our concerns and has of-
fered technical support 
if required.
Queensland Farmers’ 
Federation energy 
tariff audits

Queensland and NSW 

farmers could win one 
of two $500 discounts 
off their energy bills 
for participating in a 
research study aiming 
to better understand 
how they consider and 
choose electricity tar-
iffs for their agricul-
tural operations.

The research project 
is a collaboration be-
tween QFF and the Uni-
versity of Queensland, 
with funding from En-
ergy Consumers Aus-
tralia, and aims to as-
sist farmers in the tariff 
decision-making pro-
cess and support greater 
inclusion of farmers’ 
needs in the design of 
more flexible tariffs.

The project partners 
are seeking farmers to 
undertake a confiden-
tial 30-minute phone or 
Zoom interview with 

researchers from the 
University of Queens-
land.

Participating farmers 
will all receive a $40 
gift card, with those in-
volved by May 31, 2022 
going in the draw for 
the $500 discount.

Visit qff.org.au/pro 
jects/electricity-tariffs-
agriculture/ for more 
information.
Drought and disaster 
relief

PQI is working with 
QFF providing sup-
port to deliver business 
planning workshops 
for Queensland pork 
farmers.

The workshops will be 
offered to PQI members 
to build or update their 
business plans and in-
clude and identify ways 
to reduce the impacts of 
drought and disasters.

The first round of 
workshops are to be 
held in Toowoomba 
in the first quarter of 
2022. 

Members can attend 
the workshops and 
build their own busi-
ness plans to address 
a wide range of issues 
from succession plan-
ning, restructuring and 
business continuity for 
free. 

Having such plans in 
place will not only give 
clarity in business but 
enhance eligibility to 
government programs.
PQI policy officer

PQI and QFF were 
successful in obtaining 
funding for a policy of-
ficer at QFF to assist 
the intensive animal in-
dustries – pork, eggs, 
chicken meat and dairy 
– address a range of 
current and developing 
regulatory demands. 

Dr Laurie Dowling 
was appointed to the 
role in September 2021 
for 12 months.

Dr Dowling has been 
addressing and sup-
porting key issues such 
as emergency disease 
response planning for 
African swine fever 
and, being based in 
Brisbane, can attend 
and represent our in-
dustry at any of the de-
partment meetings im-
pacting our industry.

Having worked as a 
government veter i-
narian for DAF and as 
the secretariat for the 
Australian Veterinary 
Association, she has 
also had a wide experi-
ence in exotic disease 
exercises and would act 
as an industry liaison 
officer if required. 

We receive a weekly 
activity report in-
cluding a forecast of is-
sues to be addressed. 

The PQI president 
has been appointed as 
chair of the Intensive 
Livestock Council and 
provides direction for 
the role.

QFF will approach 
DAF to seek an exten-
sion of the funding for 
a further two years and 
build a collaborative 
business plan to ensure 
that both the depart-
ment and industry gain 
value from the role. 

OVER the past few 
months, Australian Pork 
Limited extension officer 
Rowena Davis has turned 
the focus to working 
with our producers on 
activity that supports the 
industry’s sustainability 
framework. 

The concept of sus-
tainability is extremely 
broad, going beyond 
‘green’ to industry vi-
ability. 

Sustainability in the 
pork industry touches on 
so many areas of our per-
sonal and business lives.

Therefore, it is impor-
tant to break it down 
into the four key pillars 
of focus – planet, pigs, 
people and prosperity 
– and look for the ac-
tivities or actions that our 
producers can undertake 
under each pillar. 

Equally as important is 
for APL to understand the 
producers’ requirements 
for knowledge, resources 
and contacts to support 
these activities. 

Over the coming 
months, Rowena will 
share information on each 
of the pillars – starting 
with the planet pillar. 

Each pillar will kick off 

by providing producers 
with some general infor-
mation – including defini-
tions of key terms such 
as ‘carbon footprint’ and 
‘lifecycle assessment’. 

This will ensure pro-
ducers and stakeholders 
can understand the con-
tent, which is occasion-
ally scientific and com-
plex in nature. 

The team will then lead 
into the array of initiatives 
that APL can support pro-
ducers to undertake, such 
as the use of a solar cal-
culator to determine the 
benefits of solar installa-
tion on farm. 

This might fall under 
the planet pillar, whereas 
a feed-based initiative 
that improves pig health 
may be under the pig 
pillar. 

The extension of the four 
Ps to our producers this 
year will be supported by 
a comprehensive commu-
nications campaign from 
APL to the Australian 
community. 

We are calling it ‘the 
story of pork’ and it aims 
to explain the excellent 
work the Australian pork 
industry does. 

Watch out for more 
information on sustaina-
bility in the APL Update 
weekly e-newsletters or 
on our website – australi 
anpork.com.au

Otherwise, contact Ro-
wena Davis at rowena.
davis@australianpork.
com.au or any other 
member of the APL pro-
ducer relations team for 
additional information or 
support. 

Queensland pork scene updateWorking with industry to deliver 
sustainability framework

President’s Perspective

by JOHN COWARD

by PAUL BONIGHTON 
Director Producer Relations

Live yeast for sows and piglets

Microscopic yeast, 

macroscopic effects !

LEVUCELL SB is a probiotic live yeast specifically selected for use in monogastrics.
LEVUCELL SB has a huge scientific background and proven results in farms demonstrating its 
capacity to support a balanced intestinal microbiota and improve performance of sows and 
piglets.
LEVUCELL SB TITAN benefits from a patented technology of microencapsulation with a 
specific coating process ensuring optimal protection of the live yeast cells during pelletisation.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION    SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS
T: (07) 5451 0125 | E: LAN-Aus@lallemand.com  
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com
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Come join us!
PIX AMC Pork Production Conference

Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre
https://pixamc.com.au/registration

Sunday, 15 May 2022

Exhibition and trade displays

Monday, 16 May 2022

Session 1: Social License and the Future of Pig Farming in Australia
Pork production in Australia – What will the next 5, 10 and 20 years look like? Dr Robert van Barneveld, SunPork Group
The new NZ Model Code for Pigs – What’s changed? NZ Pork
Are farrowing crates defendable? Producer Panel discussion.

Session 2: Are We Ready for ASF?
Biosecurity preparedness – Did we learn anything from COVID-19? Dr Kirsty Richards, SunPork Group
ASF in feral pigs - Spread modelling suggests it may be manageable? Dr Richard Bradhurst, CEBRA, University of Melbourne

Pork Production Conference Dinner

Tuesday 17 May 2022

Session 3: Understanding our Markets
Global pork markets and trade outlook. Brett Stuart, Global AgriTrends

Session 4: Practical Science and Pig Production
Global R&D round-up. Dr Roger Campbell, RG Campbell Advisory
What’s more important, extra pigs per litter or heavier carcasses? Kenton Shaw, SunPork Group
Building a pig shed – here’s what it will need to look like. Marcus Jones, Stockyard Industries

Session 5: Consumer Trends
Consumer trends coming our way, what does this mean for Australian pork? Prof David Hughes, Imperial College London
Plant proteins - hot air or a market disruption we will have to deal with? Dr Paul Higgins, Emergent Futures

Thai pig farmers angered by 
turmoil from suspected AFS
IN February 2022, of-
ficials identified the first 
case of ASF in the prov-
ince of Nakhon Pathom 
after years of saying it 
was not in Thailand – 
unleashing a political 
firestorm as pork prices 
hit an all-time high – 
where they may stay for 
months.

Business began unravel-
ling for Thai pig farmer 
Jintana Jamjumrus two 
years prior, when dozens 
of her animals got feverish 
and died within days of a 
mysterious illness she sus-
pected of being African 
swine fever.

Speaking of the offi-
cials, “There's no way they 
didn't know,” 75-year-old 
Ms Jintana said.

“Pigs died all over the 
country.

“Why the cover-up?
“What can they do now?
“There's nothing left.”
In parliament, an oppo-

sition lawmaker accused 
the government of a years-
long cover-up, though a 
deputy agriculture min-
ister denied this, saying 
authorities had success-
fully kept the disease out 
in previous years.

However, small farmers 
– whose losses have driven 
54 percent of them out of 
business in the past year – 
are sceptical.

Particularly as the viral 
disease for which there is 
no vaccine has killed hun-
dreds of millions of pigs 
in Europe and Asia since 
2018.

“I had to let the sick ones 

die and sell off the healthy 
ones,” Ms Jintana said. 

“My business was all 
gone.”

An earlier warning 
would have saved the 
livelihoods of the small 
farmers and perhaps 
averted the pork shortage 
that drove retail prices 
in Bangkok to $A9.28/
kg on January 11 – the 
highest daily average in a 
database stretching back 
to 2001.

The high prices led to a 
ban on exports of live ani-
mals until April – and con-
sumer prices could stay 
high as production may 
take months to recover, 
putting further strain on 
rural communities reeling 
from the hog losses.

Bureau of Disease Con-
trol and Veterinary Ser-
vices director Bunyagith 
Pinprasong said since the 
confirmation, Thailand 
has uncovered African 
swine fever in 22 areas of 
13 provinces and culled 
more than 400 pigs – all 
on small farms.

Between 2019 and 2021, 
livestock authorities 
culled nearly 300,000 pigs 
deemed at high risk of Af-
rican swine fever, though 
according to Mr Buny-
agith it was never detected 
in any samples from dead 
pigs.

Apparently, most pig 
deaths earlier were be-
cause of porcine repro-
ductive and respiratory 
syndrome.

“We implemented strict 
and effective measures to 

prevent ASF, which is why 
it wasn't found before,” Mr 
Bunyagith said.

“We will control and 
curb its spread until a vac-
cine is developed.”

By the time Thailand 
confirmed the first ASF 
outbreak in February, 
nearly 100,000 small-
holders – or those rearing 
up to 50 pigs – had dis-
appeared, leaving only 
79,000, according to gov-
ernment figures on the 
livestock industry.

Small farmer herds 
were halved to 1 million 
pigs – accounting for the 
bulk of the loss in the na-
tional herd, which stands 
at 10.85 million, down 17 
percent from last year’s 
13.1 million.

Smallholders and small 
farms – or those with 
herds of between 51 and 
500 animals – normally 
contribute about 30 per-
cent of Thailand's pork 
production of about 19 to 
20 million pigs – about 18 
million of which are con-
sumed domestically and 
the rest exported.

“The current decrease 
in pigs is due to previous 
disease outbreaks, not 
because of African swine 
fever,” Mr Bunyagith said, 
adding that PRRS and 
classical swine fever were 
the most common diseases 
in Thai pigs, with vaccines 
available for both.

“But whether PRRS or 
ASF, there will be losses 
for smallholders without 
a good farm management 
system.”

While small farms 
struggle, shares of Thai-
land’s biggest food pro-
ducer Charoen Pokphand 
Foods Pcl jumped in Jan-
uary to their highest in 
nearly seven months, and 
shares of peer Thaifoods 
Group Pcl hit their highest 
since April.

Kasikorn Research 
Center’s Kevalin Wang-
pichayasuk said further 
shrinking of small farms’ 
market share had longer-
term implications for food 
prices.

“Smallholders’ gradual 
disappearance means 
fewer players and lower 
competition, which will 
have an impact on price,” 
Ms Kevalin said.

Mr Bunyagith said 
rearing new animals to 
bridge the gap would take 
up to 10 months, so the 
government plans to offer 
smallholders loans and 
new piglets to help rebuild.

But farmers said they 
had lost faith in the gov-
ernment and doubted pig 
farming could still yield 
a livelihood, at least until 
a vaccine for ASF was 
found.

Jamnian Iangjiam said 
she gave up pig farming 
after two attempts to re-
start with new piglets, 
though saw them get sick 
too.

“I'm in debt because I 
spent my last savings on 
raising new pigs, and now 
I have nothing.” 

“I'm done,” Ms Jamnian 
said, her pig pens empty 
since May. 

Pig farmer Jintana Jamjumrus pictured in front of her empty pig farm in Nakhon 
Pathom province in January 2022. Photos: Reuters

A remaining pig seen inside an empty pig farm in Nakhon Pathom province in 
Thailand.

Jintana Jamjumrus plays with one of her remaining pigs.
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IOWA State Univer-
sity animal science 
researchers are under-
taking a study to find 
out if trimming pigs’ 
hair can provide insight 
into how they respond to 
stressors they encounter, 
including disease.

The researchers aim to 
use hair samples to iden-
tify genetics that allow 
pigs to respond favour-
ably to a wide range of 
stressful situations, every-
thing from being weaned 
from their mother to being 
transported, to estab-
lishing a social order when 
mixed with other pigs, to 
combating disease. 

The effort could help 
produce pigs that lead less 
stressful lives, are more 
resilient and, therefore, 
are more productive. 

And it all starts with a 
quick trim.

Charles F Curtiss Dis-
tinguished Professor of 
agriculture and life sci-
ences and principal in-
vestigator of the study 
Jack Dekkers said stress 
causes the production of 
the stress hormone cor-
tisol and its counterpart 
dehydroepiandrosterone. 

These hormones are de-
posited in hair as it grows. 

Prof Dekkers compares 
these deposits in hair to 
tree rings. 

Studying the rings of a 
tree stump yields clues 
about that tree’s history. 

Studying the concentra-
tion of cortisol and DHEA 
in hair samples can help 
scientists piece together 
the level of stress an or-
ganism has experienced 
and how it has responded 
to that stress.

“These hormones 
are deposited into hair 

growth at a concentration 
that reflects their concen-
tration in blood, also for 
humans,” Prof Dekkers 
said. 

“So, when you cut the 
hair that you have grown 
over its lifetime in pieces, 
it reflects a timeline of 
the stressors that you’ve 
been under and how you 
responded to them.”

The research involves 
pigs raised in a research 
facility in Quebec Canada 
as part of a disease resil-
ience project. 

The pigs are kept under 
tightly monitored con-
ditions that control for 
disease exposure and 
stressors. 

In addition to disease, 
the researchers are also 
interested in how pigs 
respond to typically 
stressful situations, such 
as being weaned from 

their mothers, being trans-
ported to different facili-
ties and establishing a 
social order among a new 
group of pigs.

Researchers will clip 
hair samples from the pigs 
at regular intervals and 
send the samples to be 
analysed at the University 
of Saskatchewan. 

Prof Dekkers’ lab will 
receive all the data col-
lected from the hair sam-
ples and search for pat-
terns that indicate which 
pigs respond to stress 
better than others, and 
they’ll look for a low ratio 
of cortisol to DHEA.

“A high level of cor-
tisol is indicative of an 
acute stress response that 
is counteracted by a high 
level of DHEA, which re-
flects the ability to cope 
with stress,” Prof Dekkers 
said. 

“Thus, pigs with a low 
ratio of cortisol to DHEA 
in hair are less stressed 
and are better able to cope 
with the stress they are 
under. 

“As for humans, stress 
leads to greater suscepti-
bility to disease, reduced 
welfare and lower produc-
tivity.”

The pigs in the study 
also have their DNA 
genotyped for the dis-
ease resilience research, 
allowing the researchers 
to attempt to find genetic 
mechanisms that can ac-
count for low cortisol to 
DHEA levels in hair.

Prof Dekkers said 
stress response and dis-
ease response are closely 
related and identifying 
genetics that are more 
resilient to stress will 
likely also be more resil-
ient to disease.

The initial goal for the 
project is to help pork pro-
ducers breed pigs that are 
better able to cope with 
diseases such as porcine 
reproductive and respira-
tory syndrome. 

Prof Dekkers said it was 
possible their research 
could lead to pork pro-
ducers taking hair sam-
ples from their own herds 
to gauge how individual 
pigs respond to stress. 

Producers might use that 
information to group their 
pigs together in ways that 
minimise the potential for 
stress. 

It will require time to 
refine the practice before 
it reaches that point, but 
Prof Dekkers said it is an 
attractive option because 
clipping hair is a fast and 
non-invasive process. 

Days-old piglets stay close to their nearby mother at the Allen E Christian Swine Teaching Farm. Photo by 
Christopher Gannon

Using hair to gauge stress response in pigs

GLOBAL animal 
health company 
Elanco has an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of Lynell Fisher 
as its new food safety 
and premix technical 
sales manager.

Based at Allenview 
in southeast Queens-
land, Lynell will rep-
resent Elanco products 
and services to major 
poultry companies, 
premix suppliers, feed 
mills and product 
merchants throughout 
Australia and New 
Zealand.

Her portfolio in-
cludes the benchmark 
feed additives Corre-
link, Maxiban, Mon-
teban, Rumensin, 
Surmax and Tylan.

Working closely 
with Elanco’s sales, 
marketing, technical 
and customer ser-
vices teams, Lynell 
will be responsible for 
cultivating close cus-
tomer relationships, 
achieving strategic ac-
count objectives and 
supply management.

Elanco national sales 
manager north Brett 
Hall said the com-
pany was delighted to 
welcome Lynell to the 
company.

“Lynell has forged 
a career in livestock 
nutrition and has ex-
tensive experience in 
preparing feed rations 
for ruminant and mo-

nogastric species, food 
safety and quality as-
surance programs, oc-
cupational health and 
safety, and staff devel-
opment,” Mr Hall said.

“Starting her nu-
tritional career with 
Rhône-Poulenc An-
imal Nutrition, Lynell 
served as a technical 
manager with BEC 
Feed Solutions and 
Riverina Australia and 
then as a senior nu-
tritionist with Ridley 
Agriproducts and We-
stons Animal Nutri-
tion.

“Lynell is also well-
versed in animal 
care, having spent a 
decade as a qualified 
veterinary nurse be-
fore graduating with 
a Bachelor of Applied 
Science degree from 
Charles Sturt Univer-
sity in 1995.”

When she’s not at 
work, Lynell enjoys 
competing in working 
sheepdog trials, horse 
riding and breeding 
registered cattle.

Elanco is a global 
leader in the research, 
development and com-
mercialisation of prod-
ucts that improve the 
health and well-being 
of food and companion 
animals. 

Founded in 1954, the 
company operates in 
90 countries and has a 
global turnover of $4.7 
billion. 

Elanco appoints food 
safety and premix 
technical sales manager
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Registrations now open - one registration fee provides access
to technical sessions and the trade exhibition.

PIX/AMC is the pre-eminent livestock conference for poultry,
pigs, insects, feed and flour milling. Everything is under
one roof – 250+ exhibition booths plus sessions on the

latest advances. Group discounts available with 6+ registrations. 

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY
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IN a message issued by 
acting chief health of-
ficer Associate Professor 
Deborah Friedman on 
February 25, the Depart-
ment of Health Victoria 
reported that several 
cases of Japanese en-
cephalitis of uncertain 
cause had been identi-
fied in NSW near the 
Victorian border and in 
South Australia within 
the past month. 

The cause had not yet 
been identified for these 
cases, however all had 
extensive mosquito expo-
sure prior to illness onset 
and their presentation is 
suggestive of a mosquito-
borne viral infection.

Japanese encephalitis is 
a serious infection of the 
brain caused by a virus 
that can be spread by some 
but not all types of mos-
quitoes.

JE has been confirmed in 
pigs at several piggeries in 
NSW, as well as one pig-
gery near Echuca in Vic-
toria and one in Goondi-
windi in Queensland. 

While there have been 
no confirmed infections 
in humans, there is risk 
of transmission to humans 
and therefore the possi-

bility of infection caused 
by JE should be consid-
ered in patients with en-
cephalitis.

JE has however not been 
detected in mosquitoes in 
Victoria nor in other states 
to date.

JE occurs in many 
parts of southeast Asia 
and China, and in recent 
years the disease has ex-
tended beyond its tradi-
tional boundaries with oc-
casional cases in eastern 
Indonesia, sporadic out-
breaks in the Torres Strait 
and one case in north 
Queensland. 

JE is now considered en-
demic in the Torres Strait 
region and Papua New 
Guinea.
Risks

There may be an in-
creased risk of transmis-
sion in regions near the 
border of Victoria and 
NSW, where JE infections 
in pigs have been identi-
fied.

Anyone is potentially 
at risk of being bitten by 
mosquitoes and while 
most bites will only cause 
minor swelling and irrita-
tion, an infected mosquito 
can transmit potentially 
serious diseases. 

This risk may be in-
creased particularly near 
the Murray River and its 
surrounds, from Mildura 
to Wodonga, where in-
creased mosquito num-
bers have been detected 
recently. 

People with increased 
exposure to mosquitoes 
may be at a higher risk 
of infection, particularly 
people camping, working 
or spending time outdoors 
in these regions.

People who have been 
impacted by recent 
flooding and those who 
work or are in contact with 
pigs may also be at in-
creased risk of infection.

Children aged under 
five-years old and older 
people who are infected 
with JE are at a higher 
risk of developing more 
severe illness such as en-
cephalitis.
Symptoms and trans-
mission

JE is transmitted to hu-
mans through the bite of 
an infected mosquito. 

There is no evidence of 
transmission from person 
to person.

More than 90 percent of 
JE infections are asymp-
tomatic. 

Less than one percent of 
people infected with JE 
develop clinical disease.

Encephalitis is the most 
serious clinical conse-
quence of JE infection. 

Illness usually begins 
with sudden onset of 
fever, headache and vom-
iting. 

Mental status changes, 
focal neurological defi-
cits, generalised weak-
ness, movement disor-
ders, loss of coordination 
and coma may develop 
over the next few days. 

The encephalitis cannot 
be distinguished clini-
cally from other central 
nervous system infections 
and there is no specific 
treatment – which usually 
involves the management 
of symptoms.

The incubation period is 
usually 6-16 days.
Recommendations

People should take steps 
to limit their exposure to 
mosquitoes. 

There are simple steps 
to protect themselves and 
their families against 
mosquito-borne diseases:

• Wear long, loose fit-
ting clothes outdoors.

• Use effective mosquito 
repellents containing pi-

caridin or DEET on all 
exposed skin.

• Try to limit outdoor 
activity if lots of mosqui-
toes are about.

• Use ‘knockdown’ fly 
sprays and plug-in repel-
lent devices indoors.

• Sleep under mosquito 
nets treated with insec-
ticides if you don’t have 
flywire screens on win-
dows on your home or are 
sleeping in an untreated 
tent or out in the open.

• Mosquito coils can be 
effective in small outdoor 
areas where you gather to 
sit or eat.

Clinicians should con-
sider the possibility of JE 
or other arboviruses in 
patients presenting with 
encephalitis or a compat-
ible illness in whom other 
causes of encephalitis 
have been excluded, and 
particularly in those who 
have spent time within 
rural or regional Victoria, 
NSW and Queensland, or 
have had extensive mos-
quito exposure or contact 
with pigs within the few 
weeks prior to symptom 
onset.

For more information, 
contact your local health 
department. 

Japanese encephalitis has been confirmed in pigs 
at several piggeries in NSW, as well as one piggery 
near Echuca in Victoria and one in Goondiwindi in 
Queensland. Photo: Erop Kamelev.

An article from the July 1988 edition written by man-
aging editor of the Pork Producer John Jukes.

THE Queensland Pork 
Producers’ Organisa-
tion advertised for an 
editor for their monthly 
newspaper the Pork 
Producer.

Their current editor was 
moving on from ‘Porky’. 

The ad was brought to 
my attention – I applied 
and was accepted.

The QPPO office was a 
converted cottage in Mog-
gill Rd, Taringa and the 
newspaper a 12-page tab-
loid containing decisions 
of the board of directors 
plus press releases and 
handouts from suppliers 
to pig farmers.

Not an impressive publi-
cation, to be sure. 

I very soon learned 
from in-house gossip that 
the outgoing editor spent 
most of her time riding 
her horse.

Her reputation was not 
enhanced when my son, 
after telling him who the 
outgoing editor was, said, 
“Dad, you’re not taking 
over her job, are you?”

The significant dif-
ference I made to this 
newspaper was more 
than replacing the adver-
tising handouts with short 
punchy news items from 
around the industry.

The short punchy news 
articles were still pub-
lished, and photos re-
lieved solid text in an at-
tractive layout.

However, an editorial 
style was introduced, 
giving the paper a pro-
fessional presentation and 
uniformity, and the trade 
typesetters who also com-
posed the pages before 
they went to the printer 
found it easier to deal with 
an experienced editor.

However, all that was 

what was expected.
Nothing ‘significant’ 

there.
As the name implies, 

the QPPO was comprised 
of Queensland pork pro-
ducers who were recog-
nised for government reg-
istration and benefits and 
who had paid up member-
ship.

As such they received 
a copy of the monthly 
newspaper, which made it 
an ideal advertising me-
dium for suppliers to the 
Queensland industry – in 
turn making it a source of 
funds additional to sub-
scriptions.

And as there was no pri-
vate enterprise component 
in its expenditure budget, 
rates for the newspaper 
were accordingly quite at-
tractive for advertisers.

A steady stream of rev-
enue was coming in from 
established advertisers – 
mainly national suppliers 
with an advertising budget 
administered by ad agen-
cies.

To them, the quality of 
the content was relatively 
unimportant – the number 
of readers was what they 
looked for.

Quantity counted and 
quality was a bonus.

On the other hand, 
smaller suppliers to the 
industry were more im-
pressed knowing the ad-
vertising medium was ac-
tually read.

While the quality of 
readership was vital to the 
small regional supplier, 
readership outside the po-
tential client locality was 
not. 

During my time at Porky 
in the 1980s, there was 
a surge in the promotion 
of pork consumption as 

‘the other red meat’ and, 
speaking in general terms, 
pork producers operated 
financially successful 
businesses.

Help with excellent tech-
nical advice was provided 
by state primary depart-
ments and the CSIRO.

The federal govern-
ment of the day was also 
helping with issues such 
as the importation of over-
seas diseases affecting the 
health of the national herd.

Everything pointed to 
growth in the pork in-
dustry – a saturation 
readership in Queensland 
for the newspaper, pig 
farmers enjoying healthy 
profits and good support 
from state and federal 
governments.

Soon after I joined 
Porky as editor, I discov-
ered all this and realised 
the paper was not utilising 
its business potential.

According to various 
sources of information, 
producers in other states 
were not receiving a spe-
cialist pig farmer publica-
tion.

This was mildly sur-
prising because pork pro-
duction was not a free-
range industry with pigs 
metaphorically rolling in 
mud.

It had progressed a long 
way in producing healthy 
lean meat and a long way 
past the time when “if a 
pig could walk 100 yards, 
it was not fat enough” – an 
actual story. 

As for sources of in-
formation on potential 
interstate readers of the 
newspaper, Google was in 
the future and getting ad-
dresses of interstate pig 
farmers was haphazard 
and unreliable.

The task was to find 
these farmers, send them 
a copy of Porky and sell 
more advertising – even 
to non-specific suppliers 
to pig farmers. 

This was a fairly am-
bitious scheme and the 
QPPO backed it. 

Pig farmer members op-
erated up-to-date and pro-
fessional businesses.

And it was time for their 
newspaper to become effi-
cient and professional too.

Those were the salad 
days of Porky and pork 
producers in Australia.

I was able to find inter-
state addresses of some 
producers to whom Porky 
could be mailed but no-
where near enough to en-
able me to claim a ‘na-
tional’ circulation. 

I soon understood the 
reality of my situation.

I was on a contract in-
come from a publication I 
saw as moderately limited 
in profitability for the or-
ganisation that owned it.

As such, there was no 
potential for advancement 
for me and other ventures 
were beckoning. 

At this time, my col-
league – the manager of 
the QPPO – commented 
that the state minister 
for primary production 
was whimsically chat-
ting about the pork im-
ports from Canada that 
the government was under 
pressure to allow, and had 
said, “Let’s make some 
money now before they 
come.” 

This apparently reso-
nated with the board of 
directors.

I was looking for a ven-
ture that seemed to have a 
better future than Porky, 
so I resigned.

My successor – who had 
prior publishing experi-
ence – saw what Porky 
had become and soon pro-
posed to take it over.

This must have been 
seen as heaven sent to the 
board because they were 
fully aware of the prob-
able decline in the local 
industry with imports 
seriously impacting their 
members, so they ac-
cepted the proposal with 
the proviso that he would 
continue publishing their 
content – such as it was.

In the 1980s, Queens-
land had the only formally 
organised industry linked 
to its state government 
and funded by compul-
sory levies from farmers.

The organisation went 
through a series of name 
changes and iterations – 
the most significant of 
which was the removal 
of levies, which resulted 
in a reduction of funds 
and management of the 
organisation eventually 
becoming voluntary.

In researching the in-
dustry to update details 
for my memoirs, it is 
clear that the Australian 
government allowed im-
ports that were produced 
far more cheaply than 
our local farmers could 
manage, with the conse-
quence that farmers had 
to get big or get out of the 
industry.

In my tenure, Porky 
was posted to about 1100 
Queensland farmers – 
about a third of the na-
tional herd.

Today, there are 660 reg-
istered pork producers in 
Australia, and one profes-
sionally produced news-
paper covers the entire 
industry. 

The Pork Producer was the official journal of the 
Queensland Pork Producers’ Organisation.

John Jukes remembers pork 
production in Queensland

Japanese encephalitis virus detected in Victoria

Visit www.porknews.com.au  
to view the current edition  

as a digital flip book.
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AS with any time there 
is challenge or crisis, the 
strength of a long-term, 
focussed and viable in-
dustry becomes evident. 

As we enter our third 
year of the global pan-
demic, we have observed 
a move through the 
phases of reaction – from 
alarm to protection and 
eventually to minimisa-
tion of disruption to our 
everyday lives.

The global pork in-
dustry is encountering 
not only two pandemics 
– COVID-19 and Af-
rican swine fever – but 
the impact of COVID on 
freight and restrictions of 
energy supplies such as 
CO2 for processing and 
packaging as well.

These are not easy chal-
lenges to overcome in the 
short term. 

It is also timely to rec-
ognise that long-term 
research and innovation 
programs continue, even 
with difficulties in ac-
cessing research sites and 
personnel. 

I commend all industry 
funded researchers for 
their flexibility.

As part of Australian 
Pork Limited’s invest-
ment into eating quality 
over the years, we have 
recognised there are 
farm factors, processing 
conditions and consumer 
cooking practices that 

have a large bearing on 
pork-eating quality and 
memorable experiences. 

As part of our on-
going program, APL is 
investing in developing 
meaningful quality 
scoring of pork, which 
should lead to consumer 
and hence retailer confi-
dence in pork value as a 
long-term objective. 

Combined with existing 
knowledge and market 
insights, APL’s research 
and innovation team is 
working with researchers 
from the University of 
Melbourne and Austral-
ia’s pork supply chains to 
measure carcass quality 
and variation – which in-
cludes meat quality such 
as drip loss, tenderness, 
colour, muscle and intra-
muscular fat characteris-
tics. 

This eating-quality hor-
izon research program is 
combining the scientific 

data with sensory sur-
veys, and consumer ac-
ceptability and willing-
ness to pay. 

At the same time, there 
is a focus on adoption 
of best-practice manage-
ment on-farm that con-
tributes towards pork 
quality – such as elimi-
nating boar taint through 
immunocastration, stress 
reduction through avoid-
ance of pre-transport 
mixing and nutritional 
options for pre-sale.  

Another APL research 
project with long-term 
benefits that is coming to 
the point of commercial 
use is the Pork MultiPath 
Panel project. 

This project enlisted the 
skills and technology of 
Genics, a commercial di-
agnostic laboratory based 
in Brisbane – genics.com.
au

Genics and APL are 
working with industry 

veterinarians to identify 
key pig diseases and the 
pathogens and virulent 
serovars that impact the 
Australian pig industry. 

The project is pro-
gressing very well. 

Our participating part-
ners SunPork and Ri-
valea have submitted 
many samples that have 
been crosschecked for 
testing accuracy and we 
are now confident we 
have a new diagnostic ca-
pacity for producers and 
pig veterinarians to get 
results quickly and cost-
effectively. 

This research and inno-
vation project was funded 
because it provided a 
unique ability to quantify 
disease, thereby identi-
fying multiple diseases 
from the one sample sub-
mitted and giving an in-
dication as to how much 
challenge is present. 

This is a critical step 
for the industry to allow 
early pathogen detection 
of bacteria and viruses 
as part of herd health 
surveillance on every pig 
farm. 

I encourage all pro-
ducers and industry vets 
to contact Genics and 
APL to see how they can 
begin to establish a cost-
effective surveillance 
program to identify dis-
ease before it breaks on 
farm. 

WILD pigs are often 
thought of as ecosystem 
destroyers, but a new 
study found they also cul-
tivate biodiverse rainfor-
ests in their native habi-
tats.

Dr Matthew Luskin from 
the School of Biological 
Sciences at the University 
of Queensland has been 
researching the effect of 
native pigs in Malaysian 
rainforests and found their 
nests may be critical to 
maintaining diverse and 
balanced tree communi-
ties.

“We’ve shown that wild 
pigs can support higher 
diversity ecosystems and 
are not just nuisances and 
pests, thanks to a benefi-
cial effect of their nesting 
practices,” Dr Luskin said. 
“Prior to giving birth, pigs 
build birthing nests made 
up of hundreds of tree 
seedlings, usually on flat, 
dry sites in the forest. 

“As they build their nests, 
the pigs kill many of the 
dominant seedlings and 
inadvertently reduce the 
abundance of locally dom-
inant tree species, but usu-
ally not rarer local species, 
supporting tree diversity.”

Dr Luskin said wild pigs 
– sus scrofa – descended 
from the same species of 
domestic pigs and both 
have generally been con-
sidered pests by farmers, 
land managers and conser-
vationists.

“Their negative impacts 
on natural and cultivated 
ecosystems have been well 
documented – ranging 
from soil disturbances to 

attacking newborn live-
stock,” he said.

This is the first study to 
link animals to this key 
mechanism for main-
taining hyper-diverse rain-
forests. 

The researchers tagged 
more than 30,000 tree 
seedlings in a Malaysian 
rainforest and were able to 
examine how tree diversity 
changed in the areas where 
pigs nested after recovering 
more than 1800 of those 
tree tags from inside more 
than 200 pig birthing nests.

“You could consider 
pigs ‘accidental forest 
gardeners’ that prune 
common seedlings and 
inadvertently maintain di-
versity,” Dr Luskin said. 

“In many regions, there’s 
a focus on managing over-
abundant pig populations 
to limit their negative envi-
ronmental impacts. 

“But our results suggest 

there may be some posi-
tives to maintaining pigs in 
the ecosystem.”

Dr Luskin said that as the 
fieldwork was conducted 
in Malaysia where pigs 
are native – the impacts of 
invasive pigs in Australia 
may not create similar ef-
fects.

“We’re currently in 
the process of designing 
new research to study the 
same pig processes here in 
Queensland,” he said. 

“And we’ll also be com-
paring our initial Malay-
sian results with conditions 
in a nearby Malaysian 
forest that is heavily hunted 
and where many native 
pigs have been killed. 

“It’s an intriguing insight, 
as pigs have become the 
most widespread large 
animal on earth, so docu-
menting any new ecolog-
ical impacts has massive 
repercussions globally.” 

Destructive wild pigs can 
help build rainforests

According to Dr Matthew Luskin, wild pigs can support 
higher diversity ecosystems and are not just nuisances 
and pests, thanks to a beneficial effect of their nesting 
practices. Photo: Max Saeling

Innovating in the face 
of global pandemics

General Manager – 
Research & Innovation

by ROB SMITS
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AUSTRALIAN pork 
producers are among 
the most efficient and 
hygienic in the world.

The ‘need to clean’ is 
constant and of para-
mount importance to the 
quality of the product 
they produce.

One Australian pump 
manufacturer has 
worked with producers 
around the country to 
develop a product range 
particularly suitable for 
livestock applications.

Aussie Pumps, with 
a 1ha factory in Syd-
ney’s Norwest business 
district, is proud of its 
new ‘Sizzler’ hot-wash 
machine.

Aussie Pumps chief 
engineer John Hales 
said, “We’re conscious 
of the need for constant 
reliable cleaning equip-
ment.” 

“We ensure that hy-
giene rules are adhered to 
in the easiest, safest and 

most cost-efficient way.”
A result of the con-

tinued evolution of the 
product range is Aussie 
Pumps’ new Sizzler hot 
wash.

Designed in Aus-
tralia, the Sizzler is a 
high-pressure hot-wash 
machine, delivering 
1800psi or 130 bar of 
pressure and a flow of 
10LPM.

With a maximum tem-
perature of 80C, the ma-
chine has the ability to 
eradicate bacteria.

The Sizzler is compact 
in design and easy to 
move, with four flat-free 
tyred wheels.

Weighing 100kg, it is 
deceptively manoeu-
vrable, with an inte-
grated handle and full 
stainless-steel cover.

Underneath the shiny 
exterior, there is a heavy-
duty four-pole slow-
speed 1450rpm single-
phase 240V motor.

That motor drives a 
top-quality Italian tri-
plex pump with ceramic 
pistons.

“Everything on the 
machine is built for 
quality,” Mr Hales said.

“We built it based on 
feedback we received 
from users around Aus-
tralia.”

The machine is loaded 
with safety controls de-
signed to protect the ma-
chine and operator.

The delayed total 
stop feature brings the 
machine to a halt 30 
seconds after the gun 
trigger is closed – saving 
fuel and preventing ac-
cidents.

Micro-leak protection 
stops the machine in 
case of leaks in the hy-
draulic circuit when the 
gun is shut down.

Clogged nozzle con-
trol brings the machine 
to a stop if the nozzle 
in the end of the lance 
is blocked, which pre-
vents the possibility of 
a build-up of pressure in 
the system. 

Dry running protec-
tion and intelligent auto 
switch off are also part 
of the system.

Ignition boiler delay 
ensures low fume emis-
sions when the boiler 
starts up.

Turbo-lances are 
available to give extra 
‘whack’ if there’s any 
hard cleaning to be done.

And a flat surface 
cleaner can also operate 
off the machine.

The company be-
lieves that using its en-

gineering innovations 
can help producers save 
money, operate more ef-
ficiently and in the most 
hygienic manner.

A stainless-steel roll 
frame is also available, 
as well as foaming de-
vices for applying sani-
tiser for cleaning prod-
ucts through the ma-
chine.

Bigger machines are 
available in a pres-
sure range of 3000 and 
4000psi, making them 
suitable for even high-
producing processing 
plants.

The company also has 
a range of heavy-duty 
cold-wash machines 
with flows to 28LPM 
and pressures as high as 
5000psi.

These machines are 
available in single and 
three-phase configura-
tion and are compact, 
slow speed and long life 
with minimal mainte-
nance.

Pork producers can 
qualify for the regular 
specials on this equip-
ment and could receive 
the 100 percent depre-
ciation allowance if they 
make an acquisition be-
fore June 30.

It’s a smart move to 
buy before the end of the 
financial year. 

For more information 
and the details of your 
closest Aussie Pumps 
authorised distributor 
or for a direct technical 
information or support, 
contact Aussie Pumps 
on (02) 8865 3500 or 
aussiepumps.com.au 

CONSUMER education 
is the goal for Danish 
farmers again this month.

In a new venture of pro-
viding on-farm transpar-
ency to the public, a con-
ventional Danish broiler 
farm has a livestream 
camera into one of their 
sheds. 

From the livestreaming 
page, the shed design is 
explained and there are 
two cameras that switch 
between each other regu-
larly to show all areas of 
the shed interior. 

Interestingly, there is a 
‘live’ count of the number 
of chickens present and 
some statistics on their 
feed and water consump-
tion. 

It is a first for Denmark 
– to be livestreaming from 
a farm – and you have to 
admire the commitment of 
the Danish broiler industry 
to true transparency. 

Consumers have been 
invited on a journey with 
broiler producers from 
Struer in western Jutland, 
who have partnered with 
the Danish Agriculture 
and Food Council (Land-
brug og Fødevarer) – the 
latter having created the 
platform for the lives-
treaming. 

The broiler producers are 
profiled with video intro-
ductions of themselves and 
their facilities, in addition 
to facts about the Danish 
broiler industry and expla-
nations of husbandry pro-
cesses.

The journey began with 
the delivery of 32,000-day 
old chicks from a Danish 
hatchery on February 8. 

At the time of writing, 
the remaining 31,709 

chickens are now 13 days 
old and are drinking an 
average of 64ml of water 
per day and eating 32g of 
food in a 29.4C shed. 

The shed will continue to 
be livestreamed until the 
final chicken is loaded out 
of the barn for processing 
at 35 days old. 

During this period, the 
Danish Agriculture and 
Food Council hope to 
dispel some of the myths 
around broiler chicken 
production in Denmark 
and provide Danish con-
sumers with an opportu-
nity to follow the journey 
of the chicken’s lifecycle. 

Schools are also encour-
aged to follow along, pro-
viding an easy option for 
teachers and students to 
check-in daily.

The past week has seen a 

slight increase in slaughter 
pig prices, providing some 
hope for Danish pig pro-
ducers. 

Danish Crown’s listing 
for week eight has in-
creased $A0.04 to $A1.70 
per kilo. 

It is the first time prices 
in Demark have increased 
since June 2021, with the 
price either falling or re-
maining the same since 
then. 

Danish Crown have in-
dicated that they believe 
this is the first sign of 
the revival of the Euro-
pean pork market, because 
now the supply in Europe 
has started to decline and 
demand has increased as 
more European countries 
open for tourism following 
reduced COVID-19 re-
strictions.

Aussie Pumps’ pork sizzlers Educating consumers 

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. 
®Ingelvac CircoFLEX is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0029-2021

Your trusted partner

More than 10 years of 
experience with more data 

than any comparable vaccine

When you demand 
performance, 

 turn to the product 
you trust

Aussie Pumps’ Sizzler hot-wash machine is an ideal 
germ killer in processing plants.

Welcome to the livestreamed Danish broiler farm – a first 
for Denmark and on-farm transparency. Photos: Landbrug 
og Fødevarer (Danish Agriculture and Food Council)

Nordic
News  

by ASHLEY NORVAL
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PROSWINE.COM.AU proswine@apiam.com.au

•  APIAM SWINE SERVICES AND SUPPORT HUB

•  ONLINE HEALTH AND PRODUCTION RESOURCES

•  ACCESS TO FEATURE ARTICLES

•  LOCAL AND GLOBAL NEWSFEEDS

•  ONLINE SHOP – FAST DELIVERY

YOUR CENTRAL POINT 
FOR EVERYTHING SWINE

CENTRAL

 APIAM VETERINARY CLIENTS 
ADDITIONAL BENEFITS:

Visit the ProSwine 
Website
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CHRISTMAS 2021 was 
down slightly according 
to sales data obtained 
from Australian Pork 
Limited. 

An analysis has shown 
total fresh meat volume 
decreased by 3.6 percent 
compared to the abnormal 
bumper year of 2020. 

This was due to a de-
cline in the percentage 
of Australian households 
purchasing fresh meat in 
the Christmas period and 
shoppers purchasing less 
often. 

While there was some 
compensation for this by 
shoppers putting more 
meat in their baskets each 
trip, it was not enough to 
grow volume overall.

Fresh pork seems to 
have been used as a traffic 
driver by retailers, with 
the average price for fresh 
pork 6.6 percent lower 
than 2020. 

The average price for 
pork roast sat at $9.75 over 
the period – a whopping 
23 percent down on the 
previous year. 

The average price of 

fresh pork declined more 
than other meats – except 
seafood – compared to 
2020, which led to value 
sales declining more than 
total fresh meat.

The price declines com-
bined with retailer and 
advertising support meant 
that volume sales for pork 
were stronger than total 
fresh meat, which declined 
by 3.6 percent. 

However, they were still 
in slight decline, with pork 
volume sales 2.1 percent 
lower than 2020. 

However, comparing 
Christmas 2021 to a pre-
pandemic Christmas two 
years ago in 2019, fresh 
pork volume grew 1.2 per-
cent and fresh pork con-
tinued to build share at 
Christmas 2021 in terms 
of volume, but shed a small 
share in value retail sales.

Both major retailers 
enjoyed a relatively suc-
cessful trading period, 
with Coles growing overall 
total store sales value at 
3.3 percent, slightly ahead 
of Woolworths at 2.8 per-
cent.

The growth for Coles 
came from increased 
consumer spend over the 
Christmas period. 

In terms of pork, Wool-
worths’ average price 
declined at a heavier rate 
than Coles, which led to 
strong volume uplifts – 7.6 
percent – but value sales 
declined. 

Conversely, Coles did 
not discount as heavily 
and therefore did not lose 
value sales of fresh pork at 
the same rate but did lose 
some volume. 

There were two clear state 
winners, with Queens-
land and Western Aus-
tralia seeing pork volume 
growth – 8.9 percent and 
9.1 percent respectively – 
resulting in increased share 
of fresh meat. 

This was due to shop-
pers purchasing a greater 
volume per trip compared 
to Christmas 2020. 

The other states all saw 
declines across fresh pork. 

Jennifer Fletcher
APL Retail Category 
Marketing Manager

A stabilisation of pork 
sales for Christmas 2021

The average price for pork roast sat at $9.75 over the period – a whopping 23 
percent down on the previous year. 

DIARRHOEA in pigs 
is a major cause of 
poor performance and 
death. 

Piglet diarrhoea – or 
scours – most often 
occurs in piglets and 
newly weaned pigs. 

When considering po-
tential causes, it’s im-
portant to look at both 
environmental and nu-
tritional factors, focus-
sing on sanitation, path-
ogen control and proper 
nutrition.

Signs of piglet diar-
rhoea:

• Watery stool
• Dehydration
• Loss of body weight
• Poor appetite
• Diarrhoea scoring 

guide.
A diarrhoea scoring 

guide can help you to 
monitor the overall 
health of your herd.

If pigs have a faecal 
score of greater than 2.5 
for more than five days, 
they are unhealthy and 
require attention.
Causes of diarrhoea 
in piglets

Many pathogens can 
contribute to diarrhoea, 
including:

• Parasites, such as 
coccidia, roundworms 

and whipworms
• Viral pathogens such 

as porcine epidemic di-
arrhoea, transmissible 
gastroenteritis, rota-
virus types A, B and C, 
and even porcine respir-
atory and reproductive 
syndrome

• Bacterial causes 
such as e coli, salmo-
nella and occasionally 
clostridium perfringens 
or c difficile.

The stress of weaning 
can often trigger an en-
teric challenge in the 
nursery, allowing these 
organisms to negatively 
affect piglets. 

Good herd and shed 
management are imper-
ative in order to mini-
mise exposure risk. 

This may include sani-
tising and disinfecting 
between every group 
entering the facility, 
especially if previous 
groups have faced a 
challenge.
Preventing piglet di-
arrhoea

• Wash and sanitise 
nursery facilities be-
tween groups

• Feed colostrum
• Sanitise feed and 

water equipment
• Develop a proper 

biosecurity protocol 
that all employees can 
follow

• House sick piglets in 
a separate pen so they 
can receive more inten-
sive care, which will 
help them get back to a 
full feed intake.

There are many fac-
tors to consider when 
evaluating the cause 
and treatment of diar-
rhoea in a group of re-
cently weaned pigs. 

Be careful not to fall 
into the trap of missing 
all of the influencing 
factors. 

Otherwise a small 
challenge could quickly 
become a crisis. 

Ask questions, make 
sure the environment 
is correct for the pigs’ 
group size and weight, 
get your veterinarian 
and nutritionist in-
volved, and make sure 
to record successes and 
failures as you go.

Alltech Lienert has 
several solutions avail-
able to support gut 
health in your piglets, 
ensuring optimised 
growth and perform-
ance. 
In-feed options:

Blueprint Creep feeds

Blueprint Creep is a 
safe and commercially 
proven feeding program 
for piglets to thrive and 
reach their genetic po-
tential.

pHortify
pHortify is a combina-

tion of gut health tech-
nologies, specifically 
developed to help pigs 
reach their full growth 
potential and can be 
used during all phases 
of production to ensure 
gut integrity, perform-
ance and profitability.
In-water options: 

Acid-Pak 4-Way WS 
2X

Acid-Pak 4-Way WS 
2X is a unique tech-
nology designed to 
lower water pH in order 
to maintain optimum 
conditions for diges-
tion in the stomach and 
small intestine, sup-
porting optimal gut 
health during critical 
periods in a pig’s life. 

Contact your local 
Alltech Lienert repre-
sentative or call 1800 
649 231 for more infor-
mation on these prod-
ucts and to grab your 
free copy of our piglet 
faecal scoring poster. 

Minimising the impact 
of diarrhoea in piglets

Faecal scoring –  diarrhoea scoring guide can help you to monitor the overall health of your herd.

■ Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au 

2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 ABN 11 003 543 548                 Mobile: 0437 431 901 

Victoria: Ben Slots  Phone: (03) 9462 4266 
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mobile: 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST
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A QUEENSLAND ab-
attoir was looking for a 
dependable solution for 
their dissolved air flota-
tion tank sludge and scum 
transfer. 

They had used submers-
ible and double diaphragm 
pumps in the past with lim-
ited success. 

Pump specialists Hydro 
Innovations recommended 
the use of a Ragazzini peri-
staltic hose pump for the 
application.

Ragazzini hose pumps 
are positive displacement 
pumps that use a set of 
rollers to compress an elas-
tomeric tube to push the 
fluid contained within it. 

This means that no me-
chanical moving parts are 
in contact with the fluid 
being pumped and there 
are no valves or seals to 
replace. 

And because the pumps 
use rollers – not ‘shoes’ – 
the casing doesn’t need to 
be filled with an expensive 
lubricating fluid.
Solution

The abattoir needed to 
transfer the sludge up to 
10cu m an hour, so Hydro 
Innovations recommended 
the Ragazzini MS3 peri-
staltic pump with fully cast 
casing, cast-iron rotor and 
cast-iron rollers. 

The pump is needed to 
run at the slow speed of 
26rpm to meet the task, so 
is expected to have a very 
long service life. 

It is also fitted as standard, 
with a leak detector that in-
stantly detects a damaged 
hose. 

The leak detector stops 
the pump and sends a 
warning signal. 

Pumps are mounted on 
stainless-steel base frames 
and are supplied with 
316SS ports.
Benefits of installation

The pump was duly or-
dered and installed. 

An operator at the plant 
commented, “It was easy to 
install and works very well, 
with little maintenance.” 

“A great feature is not 
having to fill the roller sec-
tion with glycol – and the 
quiet operation of the pump. 

“We would certainly 
recommend the pump to 
others.

“It’s a great pump and 
does the job above expecta-
tions.”

The operators at the abat-
toir were pleased to have a 
reliable solution to the pre-
vious problematic sludge 
and scum transfer system. 

The abattoir was very 
happy with the installa-
tion and has since rolled 
the new technology out to 
other branches around the 
country. 

Ragazzini pumps are 
available in port sizes 
ranging from 10mm up to 
150mm, with flows from 
0.2LPH up to 180cu m per 
hour and pressures to 15 
bar. 

Various pump hose mate-
rials allow pumps to move 
abrasive and corrosive 
fluids, fats and oils, with 
US Food and Drug Admin-
istration approved hoses for 
foods and pharmaceutical 
products.

With a rich Italian history 
of innovation and quality 
manufacturing excellence, 
Hydro Innovations is very 
pleased to represent Raga-
zzini in Australia. 

More information about 
these pumps may be ob-
tained from Hydro Innova-
tions at info@hydroinnova 
tions.com.au 

DAF sludge transfer 
pump solution installed

The ideal dissolved air flotation tank sludge and scum transfer pump solution for a Queensland abattoir.
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THE data set in Table 1 
summarises the number 
of NIR scans completed 
within January 2022 for 
each mill and includes 
new season’s grains. 

There are varying esti-
mates of sprouted grain 
on the market with up to 
75 percent in some re-
gions of NSW to less than 
10 percent in South Aus-
tralia – indicating crops 
have been grown and 
harvested under varying 
conditions. 

The following is a brief 
assessment of sprouted 
grain inclusion in live-
stock feeds, with much of 
the work cited conducted 
within Australia with sim-
ilar studies and outcomes 
from overseas research.
Sprouted grain used for 
stock feed

The wet conditions prior 
to harvest in many regions 
across Australia have 
produced some sprouted 

grain – also known as 
‘shot’ or ‘sprung’ grain. 

The degree of sprouting 
depends on the duration 
and number of rain events 
and the conditions imme-
diately after the rain. 

Sprouted grain is typi-
cally graded as stockfeed. 

If the grain is not se-
verely affected by fungi 
and mould and is free of 
mycotoxins, the sprout 
usually does not appear 
to reduce the nutritive 
value of the grain and in 
some cases can actually 

improve performance.
A small amount of en-

ergy is lost during ger-
mination, which produces 
heat, carbon dioxide and 
moisture. 

Previous Australian 
research by Taverner in 
1987 indicated that the 
metabolisable energy 
content of wheat was im-
proved by sprouting, and 
growth rate improved in 
young pigs and poultry 
when the sprouted wheat 
was included in diets. 

Similarly, research 

in France by Gatel and 
Bourdon in 1989 showed 
that the feeding value of 
sprouted wheat for pigs 
was the same or even 
slightly better than that of 
regular soft wheat.

The Premium Grains 
for Livestock Produc-
tion program by Black 
in 2008 found that ger-
mination periods from 
16-48 hours did not alter 
the starch content of the 
sprouted grains but signif-
icantly reduced the falling 
number – an international 
measurement of sprout 
damage. 

The effects of germina-
tion on apparent metabo-
lisable energy content in 
broiler chickens was im-
proved (barley) or had no 
effect (sorghum, triticale), 
while the AME content 
was reduced in wheat 
after 20 hours germina-
tion but recovered after 48 
hours germination. 

Other important broiler 
production indices such as 
growth rate and feed con-
version efficiency were 
positively impacted by the 
sprouted barley sample 
and unchanged for sor-
ghum and triticale. 

The equivocal results 
for wheat indicate there 
are likely to be different 
characteristics within the 
grain samples that result 
in an inconsistent re-
sponse.

Overseas, a study con-
ducted at Idaho State 
University that fed diets 
containing 0 percent, 20 
percent, 40 percent and 60 
percent sprouted wheat to 
weanling pigs showed that 
growth rate was unaffected 
by the inclusion level. 

However, feed efficien-
cies were poorer, with 
increasing percentage 
of sprouted grains sug-
gesting a reduced utilisa-
tion of energy. 

A study at North Dakota 
State University observed 
that pigs fed diets con-
taining 20 percent or 40 
percent sprouted wheat 
had better levels of per-
formance, compared with 
barley-soybean meal con-
trol diets when fed in fin-
ishing rations. 

The growth rate of the 
pigs fed the sprouted 
wheat diets were equal or 
superior to the pigs fed the 
control diets, and the feed 
efficiencies were found to 
be similar for all treat-
ments. 

Therefore, depending on 
the degree of sprouting, 
the energy content of 
wheat may be reduced 
and is unlikely to affect 
growth rate but may result 
in a slightly poorer feed 
efficiency.

The current measure-
ments used for trading 
grains such as protein con-
tent, test weight (kg/hl),  

screenings percent and 
falling number do not di-
rectly indicate the avail-
able energy content or 
available energy intake of 
cereal grains for livestock. 

This is why it is rec-
ommended that producers 
use the AusScan Online 
technology to determine 
the energy values of the 
grain samples and ensure 
energy utilisation is opti-
mised in pig diets. 

As noted in previous ar-
ticles in this publication, 
the AusScan Online cali-
brations do account for 
weather-damaged cereals 
including sprouted grains, 
thereby providing pro-
ducers and nutritionists 
greater assurance as they 
assess parcels of sprouted 
grain as a feedstock.

References are avail-
able upon request from Dr 
Charles Rikard-Bell via 
c.rikardbell@april.org.au 

AusScan Online Early Harvest Report for January 2022 Scans
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Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
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Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0478 314 237
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
kitty.wong@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Kitty Wong
Marketing Manager

RUSSELL WATERS 
Sales Manager 
P:  0437 115 876  
E:  russell@maxumanimal.com 
Laverton North, VIC 3026 
maxumanimal.com 

PIGLET MILK REPLACER STOCKFEED POWDERS

MILK POWDERS 
CUSTOM BLENDS CONTRACT PACKING

Avril Grieve  0438 352 443
Tim Fulton  0431 075 972
Matthew Meggison 0477 387 392
Branko Karaconji DVM 0448 055 159
John Reeves  0412 264 497

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T:1800 814 883   F: 02 8876 0444   W: www.zoetis.com.au

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493 
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Meg Donahoo
Senior Account Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited

78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 480 499
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
andres.ardila@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Dr. Andres Ardila
Technical Services Veterinarian

www.feedworks.com.au

  Doug PearsonDavid Cadogan
P +61 409 049 793    P +61 408 735 185 
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au     E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au 

 Office 
P +61 3 5429 2411

Stuart Wilkinson  
P +61 414 487 882
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au 

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmontpastoralco@outlook.com

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0407 537 476
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
william.coombs@boehringer-ingelheim.com

William Coombs
Territory Manager

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia

NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

Ton Hovers
Sales Manager Australia & New Zealand
Animal Nutrition

BASF Australia Ltd.

Level 12, 28 Freshwater Place
Southbank, VIC 3006

Mobile +61 407 410 222
ton.hovers@basf.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0417 730 434
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
gavin.davies@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Gavin Davies
National Sales Manager – Swine / Vet Specialty

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry  
with tarpaulin  
• Shelter covers  
• Blinds • Liners  
• Thermal Covers

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 052 401  
Email: info@polytex.net.au    
www.polytex.net.au

LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151  |  aleary@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR

SUCCESS

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388  |  nlister@lallemand.com

 

Life, made easier. 

For more information please contact:
WAYNE BRADSHAW : 0429 301 500

wbradshaw@jefo.com
JOHNNY BARWARY : 0438 631 337

jbarwary@jefo.com
ausinfo@jefo.com

PRECISION NUTRITION FOR PIGS

Ÿ Stainless steel covers

Ÿ 4,000 psi

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Ÿ Hot Wash & Steam 

  Cleaners to 130°C

Ÿ 240v & 415v

Ÿ Loads of features

Ÿ Aussie quality

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Come clean with steam

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://australiansprayfoaminsulation.com.au
http://www.vaucluse-aps.com.au
http://metrowest.com.au
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Ben Collins  
BBus DipMgt GradDipEd

Advertising & Marketing Manager

P: 07 3286 1833   M: 0439 708 602
E: ben@collins.media  PO Box 162, Wynnum QLD 4178

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693

Graeme Pope 0439 066 006

QUIT EVAP AUSTRALIA
Evaporation Mitigation Technology

Peter J Chapman
0401 162 976

Email: peterchapman6@bigpond.com
www.quitevap.com.au

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)

Murray Bridge SA 5253

P  08 8531 2700
F  08 8531 2711

M  0419 559 011

E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com

W www.jacksonsaustralia.com
Aaron Hines
Sales & Production Manager

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

Jodie Driscoll
0428 247 272

Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961

Fabian Barcelo
0447 444 674

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES

Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463

M +61 417 930 536

E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 

Western Australia 6162

BioVet M: 
E:  
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PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411  M 0431 679 053
E TOM@MYORA.COM.AU  W MYORA.COM.AU

TOM BRAUN
MANAG ING DIRECTOR

Phone: (07) 4634 7344 Mobile: 0428 474 057 
Freecall: 1800 242 699

david@customvac.com.au
www.customvac.com.au

24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

David Sinclair
Operations Manager

Bulk Feed Transport and Silo Aeration

RG Campbell Advisory

Dr Roger Campbell
Director 
ABN 79626160085

roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.au

Phone/ +61 407 774 714
linkedin.com/in/roger-campbell-95237356

PIC Australia

Clark Forbes, National Business Manager
M: 0427 909 361  E: cforbes@picaustralia.com.au

Mal Auld, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0427 086 931  E: mauld@picaustralia.com.au

Dr Pat Mitchell, Genetic Services Manager
M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au

PIC Australasia Pty Ltd, PO Box 39, Grong Grong NSW 2652
P: 02 6956 2105 F: 02 6956 2203 E: info@picaustralia.com.au

NEVER STOP IMPROVING

Garry Grant 
T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E  - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

General Manager

HydroInnovations.com.au

Global-Mark.com.au®

Q
ua

lit
y M

anagement . ISO 9001 

1800 426 142
orders@apiam.com.au
apiam.com.au

Tom Harrison 0428 668 266

Sarah Jenkin 0409 715 559 
Business Unit Managers

Amanda Vardanega 0427 011 579 
National Accounts Manager - Intensives

wash-down

Heavy duty blasters with 

extra flow for fast, effective 

02 8865 3500

 only $ +gst       

Aussie Pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Only while stocks last

Flows to 21 lpm

2,600 psi

Honda 13hp 

2,460

25%
off

Ÿ Engine & electric drive

Ÿ Big Berty triplex pumps

Ÿ Australia’s No 1 
     pressure cleaner manufacturer

Ÿ Aussie quality

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Ÿ 2,000 psi to 5,000 psi

Ÿ OH&S friendly stainless 
      steel frames

Come clean with Aussie

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://www.futurepork.com.au
http://www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
http://www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
http://www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
http://www.zinpro.com
http://www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au
http://www.treidlia.com.au
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IN a first-of-its-kind 
surgery, a 57-year-old 
male with terminal heart 
disease received a suc-
cessful transplant of a 
genetically modified pig 
heart on January 10 and 
continues to do well ac-
cording to doctors. 

It was the only available 
option for the patient. 

The historic surgery was 
conducted by the Univer-
sity of Maryland Medi-
cine.

This organ transplant 
demonstrated for the first 
time that a genetically 
modified animal heart can 
function as a human heart 
without immediate rejec-
tion by the body. 

On the morning of the 
transplant surgery, the sur-
gical team removed the 
pig’s heart and placed it 
in the perfusion device – 
a machine that keeps the 

heart preserved until sur-
gery.

Organs from genetically 
modified pigs have been 
the focus of much of the 
research in xenotransplan-
tation, in part because of 
physiologic similarities 
between pigs, humans and 
non-human primates. 

Three genes responsible 
for rapid antibody-medi-
ated rejection of pig organs 
by humans were ‘knocked 
out’ in the donor pig. 

Six human genes respon-
sible for immune accept-
ance of the pig heart were 
inserted into the genome. 

And one additional gene 
in the pig was knocked 
out to prevent excessive 
growth of the pig heart 
tissue, which totalled 10 
unique gene edits made in 
the donor pig.

Bartley P Griffith MD 
surgically transplanted 

the pig heart into the pa-
tient and said, “This was a 
breakthrough surgery and 
brings us one step closer to 
solving the organ shortage 
crisis.” 

“There are simply not 
enough donor human 
hearts available to meet 
the long list of potential 
recipients,” he said. 

“We are proceeding cau-
tiously, but we are also 
optimistic that this first-
in-the-world surgery will 
provide an important new 
option for patients in the 
future.”

MD and Professor of 
Surgery at UMSOM Mu-
hammad M Mohiuddin 
joined the faculty five 
years ago and established 
the Cardiac Xenotrans-
plantation Program with 
Dr Griffith.

Dr Mohiuddin said, 
“This is the culmination 
of years of highly com-
plicated research to hone 
this technique in animals 
with survival times that 
have reached beyond nine 
months.” 

“The FDA used our data 
and data on the experi-
mental pig to authorise the 
transplant in an end-stage 
heart disease patient who 
had no other treatment op-
tions. 

“The successful proce-
dure provided valuable 
information to help the 
medical community im-
prove this potentially life-
saving method in future 
patients.” 

Successful transplant of gene-
edited pig heart into human

Bartley P Griffith MD surgically transplanted the pig 
heart into a 57-year-old male patient.

CHINA'S soymeal fu-
tures soared to record 
highs recently with 
concerns about the 
scale of South Amer-
ica's drought-hit soy-
bean crop and tight-
ening meal supplies in 
domestic markets.

Elevated prices of 
soymeal – the top protein 
ingredient in animal feed 
– could lift production 
costs for Chinese hog 
farmers, who are already 
struggling with huge 
losses, and may push 
some to exit the market.

The most actively 
traded soymeal futures 
on the Dalian Com-
modity Exchange rallied 
to $A835.40 per tonne 
this week, the highest 
price on record and up 
13 percent from before 
the week-long Chinese 
New Year holiday.

Worries about how 
smaller South American 
crops will tighten the 
global soybean balance 

was the main driver 
behind the meal rally, 
though tightness in the 
domestic meal market 
was also supportive.

Sitonia Consulting co-
founder Darin Friedrichs 
said, “Soybean imports 
in the second half of last 
year were low and im-
porters were waiting for 
margins to improve.”

“But now there are pro-
duction issues. 

“US futures have ral-
lied a lot and Dalian 
meal is playing catch-
up,” Mr Friedrichs said.

Chinese importers had 
been counting on abun-
dant and cheap soybean 
supplies from Brazil to 
start arriving in Feb-
ruary 2022 to fulfil 
their needs for the first 
quarter of 2022. 

But the South Amer-
ican crop issues have 
caught some off guard.
Low margins

Strong international 
soybean prices along-

side relatively weak do-
mestic soymeal prices 
since mid-2021 have 
pressured crushing mar-
gins in China, and most 
crushers faced hefty 
losses late in the year.

Margins have recov-
ered to positive territory 
this year but remain well 
below the long-term av-
erage, stifling crusher 
appetite for soybeans.

Cash prices of soymeal 
in the district jumped 
about 10 percent to more 
than $A880 per tonne in 
mid-February because of 
tightening supplies after 
a protracted stretch of 
low crushing activity.

According to Mr Frie-
drichs, if hog margins 
are terrible, crushers 
don't want to have huge 
stocks of soy meal be-
cause farmers might 
leave the industry, and 
the crushers could have 
trouble selling the stock.
Huge losses

Some farmers have al-

ready left, after months 
of negative margins in 
2021 and widening 
losses in 2022.

Farmers in Shandong, 
a major hog producer, 
were losing $A63.45 
with each pig raised as 
at February 14.

The woes are ex-
pected to continue as 
China entered the tradi-
tionally weak consump-
tion season after the 
Spring Festival holiday 
while meal prices push 
higher.

Mysteel analyst Li 
Ming said, “If soymeal 
prices remain high, it 
will increase farming 
costs – pushing more 
farmers big and small 
to further cut production 
capacity.”

According to official 
data, China's sow herd 
was 43.29 million head 
by end of December 
2021, down 2.9 per-
cent from the previous 
quarter. 

China’s soymeal prices hit record highs
Elevated prices of soymeal could lift production costs for Chinese hog farmers already struggling with huge 
losses and may push some to exit the market.

Stuart Court
Technical Services Manager
Australia and New Zealand,  
Pacific

Animal Nutrition and Health 
office: +02 9844 5700

mobile: +61 0466 956 263
stuart.court@kemin.com

kemin.com

Trina Parker
Country President

Kemin Australia & NZ

Animal Nutrition and Health 
Asia Pacific

office: +02 9844 5700 (AU)
0800 536 466 (NZ)

mobile: +64  274 872524

trina.parker@kemin.com

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Laboratory ServicesACE
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

PH  : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

Shane Nicholson (Qld) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Bruce Lockwood (Qld) 
Tel: 0400 700 559

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity  
Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231
Alltech Lienert Australia 

8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy, SA, 5371
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Todd Greenwood (Vic) 
Tel: 0437 056 369

Linda Scotts (NSW) 
Tel: 0428 972 599

Vin Modra (SA) 
Tel: 0407 723 679 

Brian Warneke (SA) 
Tel: 0436 193 253

Alan Smith
B. Ag. Sci.

Managing Director

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
P.O. Box 1 Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale Mobile: +61 414 432 790
Victoria 3351 asmith@minitube.com.au
Australia www.minitube.com

extra flow for fast, effective 

wash-down

Heavy duty blasters with 

02 8865 3500

 only $ +gst       

Aussie Pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Only while stocks last

Flows to 21 lpm

2,600 psi

Honda 13hp 

2,460

25%
off

Ÿ Cast iron

Ÿ Self-priming

Ÿ Big flows

Ÿ Great prices for Australian 

      Pork Limited members

Ÿ ISO 9001

Ÿ 2", 3" & 4" 

      semi trash pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

www.porknews.com.au

Advertise your 
business card here
call 07 3286 1833
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WANT  
TO BE 
REWARDED?
Do you use Ingelvac CircoFLEX or Ingelvac MycoFLEX?

Great news, be rewarded for your purchases by  
signing up to the FLEX360 Loyalty Rewards Program.

Talk to your friendly Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health 
representative or visit flex360.com.au to find out more.

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 53 071 187 285. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde, NSW 2113. 
Toll Free 1800 808 691. Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty Ltd is bound by the Australian Privacy Principles and 
adheres to these Principles. You can view our Privacy Policy at: https://boehringer-ingelheim.com.au/data-privacy.

©2021 Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0049-2021

REWARDS

flex360.com.au

http://www.porknews.com.au

