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ASF and activism – what’s next?
THE predictions – including
those of our Minister for
Agriculture and Water Resources David Littleproud –
about how the Aussie Farms
map was intended to be and
would be used seem to have
come true, with an increased
level of farm raids and general animal rights activism
noticed over recent weeks.

APRIL IPP Jess Craig (right) with the dedicated team of Rivalea farming technical officers
Casie Braden, Steve Smith, Jake Walker, Erin Ford and Sam Beer, all of whom are looking
forward to Jess finishing her PhD.

APRIL Industry Placement Program
starts at Rivalea and SunPork
AUSTRALASIAN
Pork
Research Institute Limited
has announced Jess Craig,
Rivalea, NSW and Sofie
Pridgeon, Wasleys Piggery,
SunPork Farms, South Australia, as the first recipients
under its Industry Placement
Program.
APRIL’s IPP program is
similar to that successfully
initiated in Co-operative Research Centre for High Integrity Australian Pork and
complements future APRIL
student support in education
and training.
The APRIL IPP program
places graduates with employ-

ers able to give them handson experience with specialist
mentors, on-farm and in production.
Of 14 Pork CRC IPPs, half
were interned with vertically
integrated pork production
companies and piggeries, while
the others were with veterinary
consultancies and nutrition and
feed formulation companies.
APRIL CEO and Chief Scientist John Pluske said the IPP
program created career-enhancing opportunities for graduate and postgraduate students.
“By partnering high-achieving, motivated graduates and
postgraduates with industry

APRIL IPP Sofie Pridgeon,
Wasleys Piggery, SunPork
Farms, South Australia.

APRIL IPP Jess
Rivalea, NSW.

Craig,

for three years, we’re fasttracking the professional development of talented young
people, while enhancing productivity for businesses,” Prof
Pluske said.
“After three years, the IPP
providers and APRIL expect
the IPPs to be more rounded
and grounded in their understanding of the pork industry
and how they can best impact
it due to their on-the-job mentored training.
“It’s a win-win situation for
the future of a more robust,
sustainable pork industry and
APRIL is delighted we’ve
been able to partner with Rivalea and SunPork Farms for
our two inaugural IPP placements,” he said.
Ms Craig, who has a Bachelor of Animal and Veterinary
Bioscience and is studying a
Doctor of Philosophy at Murdoch University, is mentored
at Rivalea by Rob Smits, Cherie Collins, Rebecca Morrison
and David Henman.
She will work on two new
APRIL funded projects addressing porcine chronic respiratory disease under field
conditions and, with the use
of DXA technology, the rela-

While pig farms are involved, the raids are across
a number of livestock sectors
including chicken production
and beef feedlots.
The Federal Minister is calling for – and a number of
states are implementing – reviews of their trespass laws in
response.
Some of the punitive actions
against those found guilty of
trespass-type infringements
recently have been far less
than satisfactory.
Even the $10,000 fine given
to two farm-raiding activists
in Western Australia doesn’t
seem like an effective deterrent when activists state they
will continue to carry out
these raids and their fines are
being paid for through ‘clicktivists’ and crowd funding.
We need to continue to
call out these ideologues as
frauds.
Their complaints about socalled ‘factory farming’ and
cruelty just don’t ring true
when you realise there are no
on-farm conditions of raising
livestock they will support
through actually eating meat,
milk or eggs.
As I mentioned back in February, someone with an opinion about farming conditions
who actually shops for their
meat, milk and eggs with ethics and discretion has tenfold
credibility.
The response of some farms
to the threat (and reality) of
these raids is to make our
pig farms seem even more
inaccessible through stronger
boundary fencing and other
security measures.
It’s a great pity we have to
go to these lengths to conduct
our legal businesses, not to
mention the expense involved.
Given grain prices at present, extra expenses are cer-

Point of View
by ANDREW SPENCER CEO

tainly not welcome.
We are putting together the
data for the February Production Survey (and thank you to
those who have provided their
information).
Against the benchmark of
week to week slaughter numbers last year, it’s clear production is slowing.
We have reached a peak of
over 5.4 million processed
pigs in the 2018 calendar year
and we expect this number
to be closer to 5.3 million by
the end of June this year and
continuing to contract.
Demand in the market remains strong and our opinion
would be that tightness of
supply should ensure prices
have more of a tendency to
increase than decrease.
Time will tell.
The profitability problem is
no longer oversupply and pig
prices, but the price of grain.
All fingers are crossed for
a strong and early autumn
break for the winter crops
across the country to release
some pressure on grain supply.
Working against us is the
recent declaration of an El
Niño alert by the Bureau of
Meteorology.
African Swine Fever continues to wreak havoc on pig
farms in China and now Vietnam in addition.
For Australia’s pig farmers,
this disease is certainly a twoedged sword.
One scenario is ASF leading to a shortage of pigs in
China for their markets, resulting in increased imports
and supporting stronger in-

ternational pig prices.
This would have flow-on effects for us in our export business and possibly improve our
competitive position against
imports into Australia in addition.
The other potential scenario
is we get the disease here in
Australia, immediately closing down our export business and building a 10 percent
oversupply for the domestic
market, plummeting pig prices overnight.
Our feral pig population
would threaten to be an ongoing source of disease for the
domestic herd and it would
take considerable time, effort
and resources to reopen our
international business.
This is the disaster scenario
we have to avoid at all costs.
So this month, there’s a couple of messages to take away:
• Be vigilant to the possibility of animal activist threats
in the near-term. Take a look
at the farm invasion information on the APL website in
the Members’ Area for some
hints.
• Ramp up your on-farm
biosecurity measures. If you
don’t already have a policy
relating to pork products being brought onto your farm
(in workers’ lunchboxes for
example), implement one now
that says there should be none.
The next Delegates’ Forum
is to be held in Adelaide on
May 9.
Members are welcome to
attend at their own cost and
I’m sure the subject matter
mentioned above will be front
and centre on the agenda.

☛ continued P2

STOCKTAKE SALE!!
LAMP
PROTECTOR

ONLY
$

19.90
each + GST
INCLUDES
GLOBE

Buy a bulk order of 50 and
we will include the globe

Interheat lamp protectors small
• Unique design with cooling ﬁns
• One-touch assembly
• Three-way switch
• Maximum 250W bulb
• Protective earth conductor
• 2.5m cable, Hi-Lo switch

ONLY
$

25.90
each + GST

While stocks last. Only on
small lamp protectors.
Excludes freight.

Stockyard Industries
54 King Street,
Clifton QLD 4361
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Producers evaluating our performance
Pig Industry
Calendar of Events
2019

JUN 5 - 7 – World Pork Expo, Iowa,
US www.worldpork.org
JUN 12-13 – Australian Biosecurity
Symposium, Gold Coast, QLD www.
biosym.com.au
JUN 18 – Victorian Pig Fair, Bendigo
Harness Racing Facility, VIC E:
vicpigfair@gmail.com
JUN 23-26 – International Symposium
on Emerging and Remerging Pig
Diseases, Santiago, Chile www.
emerging2019.com/en
AUG 11 - 14 – The International
Conference on Boar Semen
Preservation, Hunter Valley, NSW
www.boarsemen2019.com
AUG 25 - 28 – Asian Pig Veterinary
Society Congress, Buscan, South
Korea www.apvs2019.com/invit.html
AUG 26- 29 – SafePork Conference,
Berlin, Germany www.safeporkconference.com
SEP 21- OCT 1 – Royal Melbourne
Show, Melbourne Showgrounds VIC
royalshow.com.au
OCT 19 - 21 – Leman China Swine
Conference, Zhengzhou, China www.
vetmed.umn.edu/news-events/lemanchina-swine-conference
NOV 17 - 20 – Australasian Pig Science
Association Conference, Adelaide, SA
www.apsa.asn.au
How to supply event details: Send all
details to Australian Pork Newspaper,
PO Box 387, Cleveland, Qld 4163,
call 07 3286 1833 fax: 07 3821 2637,
email: ben@porknews.com.au

porknews.com.au

07 3286 1833

THE focus of this
month’s article will be
some key highlights
from my recent visit to
the US where I attended
the American Society of
Animal Science’s MidWest meeting held from
March 11-13 in Omaha,
Nebraska.

I also had the opportunity to visit the National
Pork Board as well as pig
nutrition and veterinary
research groups at Kansas State University, Iowa
State University and the
University of Minnesota.
With this, I’d like to express my thanks to the
Australasian Pig Science
Association for travel
funds awarded to me as
part of the Batterham Memorial Award (of which I
was the grateful recipient
way back in November
2015!).
The ASAS MidWest
meeting is regarded as the
key pig nutrition conference in the US and was
attended by around 1000
delegates.
While production challenges resulting from the
prevalence of endemic
diseases in the US, including porcine reproductive
and respiratory syndrome
and porcine epidemic diarrhoea virus, are different to our own, there are
interesting learnings for
our industry to take on
board.
In this regard, Assoc
Prof Nick Gabler from
Iowa State University
discussed outcomes of
studies conducted to determine how PRRS virus
modulates weaner growth
performance, tissue accretion and energy utilisation.
It was explained that
pigs infected with PRRS
took 35 days post-inoculation to retain feed intake
levels comparable with
control animals with adlibitum access to feed.
Pigs infected with PRRS
were 15kg lighter in body
weight on day 35 postinoculation and as a percentage of body weight,
had a larger lung, heart
and spleen mass compared with control animals.
Reduced tissue accretion rates of 30-60 percent were also observed
for PRRS-infected pigs
compared with control
animals.
It was shown that over
the 35-day post-inoculation period that PRRS
infection reduced aver-

by HEATHER CHANNON
Research and Innovation
General Manager

age daily feed intake by
51 percent and average
daily gain by 58 percent
compared to the control
animals, however feed efficiency was not altered
over the 35-day challenge
period.
This suggests that appetite may explain most of
the PRRS disease phenotype and further work is
under way to understand
how nutritional manipulation of the diet, including
amending lysine to metabolisable energy ratios
in the diet, may stimulate
appetite.
While Australia is free
from PRRS, supported by
our biosecurity protocols,
Dr Gabler posed whether
the impact of bacterial infections in the pig results
in similar effects as viral
challenges.
This has relevance to
our industry.
It will be interesting to
keep abreast of this research program, being
progressed at Iowa State
University as a collaborative program between the
Department of Animal
Science and Veterinary
Diagnostic Laboratory,
particularly if diseases
contributing to production
losses in Australia (such
as ileitis) are investigated.
This conference also
provided a great opportunity for outcomes from
Australian Pork Limitedfunded R&D to be presented and discussed.
Danni Wijesiriwardana
is undertaking her PhD
at the University of Melbourne and is conducting experimental work
as part of APL 2014/461
‘Optimising the progeny
of first-litter sows in the
Australian herd’.
Danni presented her
work as an oral paper entitled ‘Characterisation of
poor gastrointestinal tract
development in gilt progeny’ at the meeting.
To provide some background to this, gilt progeny typically have a poorer

lifetime growth performance than sow progeny
as an outcome of being
lighter at birth, at weaning
and at sale.
Morbidity, mortality and
medication rates of gilt
progeny have also been
consistently shown to be
higher than sow progeny.
Overall, this negatively
impacts on herd productivity given that fewer and
lighter pigs from gilt progeny are sold for slaughter and the longer time
required for gilt progeny
to achieve targeted sale
weights increases feed
costs.
Danni described that
her work has involved
harvesting piglet gastrointestinal tissue samples
at birth, at 24 hours and
pre- and post-weaning (28
v 29 days) and progeny
from both sows (parity
2 or 3) and gilts raised
under commercial conditions were used.
Tissue samples were
taken from the stomach,
colon (large intestine), jejunum (middle section of
the small intestine) and
ileum (final part of the
small intestine).
These tissue samples
were used to quantify
the barrier integrity and

macronutrient permeability of the gastrointestinal
tract.
Some interesting findings have been made:
• The barrier integrity
of the stomach at birth
was reduced in gilt progeny compared with sow
progeny.
• The permeability of
smaller molecules in the
jejunum over the first
24-hour neonatal period
was increased in gilt progeny.
• The permeability of
smaller molecules in the
ileum was also increased
in gilt progeny at 24 hours.
• Over the weaning period, the permeability of
small and large molecules
in the ileum was influenced by parity – it was
higher in progeny from
gilts compared with sows.
It may be that reduced
gastrointestinal integrity
of gilt progeny could be
impacting on their lifetime growth performance.
• Gilt progeny had
lighter intestinal weights
than sows at weaning. It
was not considered that
gilt progeny exhibit compensatory organ growth
prior to weaning – which
may reflect lower milk
intake of these progeny.
Interventions to increase
gastrointestinal growth
and development of gilt
progeny prior to weaning
should be explored.
Overall, these findings
reflect a reduction in the
development of the gastrointestinal tract in gilt
progeny compared to sow
progeny.
A poster presentation
was also made by Huu
Hieu Le, an APL-funded
PhD student who is undertaking his studies at

the University of Melbourne.
Huu’s paper is titled
‘Effect of selenium and
superoxide
dismutase
supplementation on heat
stressed pigs’.
Heat stress compromises efficient production of
pigs, in part by increasing
oxidative stress and inflammation, particularly
in the gastrointestinal
tract, and can result in
reduced growth, reduced
feed efficiency, decreased
carcass quality, reduced
reproductive performance
of sows and increased
mortality of sows and finisher pigs.
Huu’s work aimed to investigate if supplementation of the antioxidants
selenium, superoxide dismutase or selenium plus
superoxide
dismutase
could ameliorate heat
stress in the grower female pig.
Pigs were held in climate-controlled rooms
under
thermoneutral
(22C) or heat stress conditions (eight hours at 35C,
16 hours at 28C).
Overall, a reduction in
inflammatory responses
was observed with the
inclusion of antioxidants
into the diet.
These outcomes indicate
selenium and superoxide
dismutase may be beneficial supplements to add to
the toolbox to ameliorate
the impact of seasonal
heat stress in pigs.
For further information
on any items discussed in
this article, please contact
me on 0423 056 045 or
heather.channon@austral
ianpork.com.au

APRIL Industry Placement Program
starts at Rivalea and SunPork
☛ from P1

tionship between energy
intake and protein deposition in 60-100kg pigs.
Additionally, Ms Craig
will co-ordinate and facilitate experiments as
principal investigator in
a new APL-funded project at Rivalea examining gilt progeny.
Ms Pridgeon, who has a
Bachelor of Animal Science and has been em-

ployed at SunPork Farms’
Wasleys Piggery for the
past two years, will be
mentored by SunPork
staff David Lines, David
Maclean, Kate Plush and
Sally Tritton.
She will work on two
APRIL-funded projects
concerning the important industry issue of
seasonal infertility, with
Dr Kate Plush of SunPork Farms South and

Dr Sean O’Leary, University of Adelaide.
APRIL’s Education
Advisory Committee,
chaired by Prof Frank
Dunshea of the University of Melbourne, considered and objectively
assessed eight very
high-quality IPP applications last September
before announcing the
two inaugural IPPs.
www.APRI.com.au

GRAIN AND PROTEIN

SMART FEED MONITORING IN REAL TIME
EDGE® BIN SCALE
The EDGE bin scale controller combined with
PRECISION™ load cells offer extensive feed
management control with the highest level of
accuracy.
Peter Lutterschmidt
AGCO Grain and Protein
Mobile: +61 429 653 315
615-645 Somerville Road
Sunshine West, Victoria, 3020
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RespiSure® and Fostera® – the winning
formula to manage PCV and MH.
Great teams rely on market leading innovation and
ongoing development to stay ahead. Get the edge
in a changing environment, contact one of our high
performance crew today on 1800 963 847.

© 2017 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved. Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425.
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard Rhodes, NSW 2138. www.zoetis.com.au ZL0768.

www.porknews.com.au

Australian Pork Newspaper, April 2019 – Page 3

Australasian Pig Science Association (Inc)

APSA 2019
17 TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

Hilton
Adelaide, Australia
17th - 20th November 2019

Mark these dates
in your calendar

Some of the original candidates in the Autism in Agriculture initiative.

SunPork shines on autistic employees

17th - 20th November 2019
The Australasian Pig Science Association
is pleased to announce that
the 2019 APSA Biennial Conference
will be held at the
Hilton
Adelaide, SA, Australia
from
th
th
17 to 20 November 2019.

Registrations
Open Now
Registration Prices
Early bird ends
1st September 2019
REGISTRATION TYPE

APSA Member
Non-Member
Student APSA Member

Full Registration

Early Bird

Full

825.00

995.00

Day Registration

455.00

455.00

Full Registration

1025.00

1325.00

Day Registration

555.00

555.00

Full Registration

380.00

380.00

Visit the website for more details
www.apsa.asn.au
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WHEN I announced a
world-first initiative by
Autism CRC and SunPork Farms to employ
autistic adults in animal
care positions in Australia’s pork industry in
2016, it felt good.
My client Pork CRC,
along with the South
Australian government,
contributed $150,000 for
what was then a pilot project in SA and Queensland
to employ a minimum of
four autistic adults in animal care positions within
SunPork Farms operations in each state.
Collectively, development and assessment of
the program represented a
financial commitment by
SunPork Farms, Autism
CRC and Specialisterne
exceeding $800,000.
Program goals included:
• Identifying and employing diverse skills and
talents of autistic adults in
animal care;
• Developing innovative
solutions that continue to
provide optimal welfare
for livestock; and
• Building
capacity within the agricultural
sector to employ autistic
adults.
The project offered
life-changing opportunities for people on the
spectrum and further improvement in the welfare
of livestock.
Then Pork CRC CEO
Roger Campbell said
the CRC for High Integrity Australian Pork was
proud to be involved with
such a game-changing
project, which he branded the most exciting he’d
been involved with.
“This initiative will
open up a whole new
world to autistic people
and those on the autism
spectrum and with Australia’s pork industry
needing to boost its pool
of dedicated animal carers to maintain and improve our existing high
welfare standards, this is
a win-win for all parties,”
Dr Campbell said.
“World-leading Pork
CRC supported science
and research and development has clearly demon-

Cant Comment
by
BRENDON CANT
strated the very real link
between good stockmanship and good productivity and with this in mind,
I believe we can continue
to improve welfare and
productivity outcomes by
embracing a new group of
enthusiastic, incentivised
piggery workers.”
Well, I am now thrilled
that two and a half years
down the track, SunPork
Farms reportedly employs
more than a dozen individuals on the spectrum,
making up about 3 percent
of the workforce based in
Queensland and SA.
In a recent report in Vic-

toria’s The Weekly Times,
SunPork managing director Rob van Barneveld,
the driver behind the initiative, was quoted as saying SunPork had found
the perfect match by employing autistic people.
A high attention to detail and a close affinity
with animals were, apparently, the sometimes hardto-find traits SunPork
Farms needed specifically
from their staff in animal
care roles.
A past president of Autism Queensland and current chair of Autism CRC,
Rob has a daughter who
was initially diagnosed
with autism but later rediagnosed with Rett syndrome.
Rob explained to The
Weekly Times that SunPork looked at how they
could have a workplace
environment that allowed
them to employ the people
they needed in the roles
they needed.
He acknowledged that
integrating the new employees was as much of an
educational process with
the existing workforce as
it was with the people being employed.
SunPork therefore now
promotes an inclusive culture, where it doesn’t just
have autistic people working with autistic people,
but farm workplaces that
are fully inclusive.

The program has enjoyed a very high retention rate, something I
understand Rob is very
proud of.
Some candidates SunPork employed had never
had a job or worked away
from home, despite being
qualified for the job.
They now have meaningful, long-term jobs,
live by themselves, have
made friends and are part
of the community.
What more can you say,
other than community
is what life is all about,
whether that be in the
home or workplace.
I emailed Rob the
day I read the inspiring update in The Weekly
Times: “Rob, I continue
to marvel at this incredible initiative of yours.
Undoubtedly the best
workplace initiative I’ve
ever witnessed. Keep it
up. Regards, Brendon.”
His humble and inclusive reply: “Thanks Brendon. We are very proud of
it. Regards Rob.”
And so he and SunPork
deservedly should be, as
should Australia’s pork
community, which now,
more than ever before,
needs good news stories
that demonstrate inclusiveness and prioritising
of human and animal welfare.
The two, after all, go
hand-in-hand.

Prof Rob van Barneveld, always thinking laterally.
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Will your business survive a disease outbreak?
WITH African swine fever continuing its spread
across South-East Asia,
some producers are
asking Australian Pork
Limited what they need
to do to prepare for an
outbreak here, what will
happen to their business
during an outbreak and
how long before markets
might reopen if ASF enters into Australia.
Key questions producers
need to consider are:
• Can your business survive overnight closure of
international markets and
potential loss of business
agreements?
• Are you prepared in
the event of movement
restrictions on livestock,

Point of View
by DEB KERR
General Manager Policy

products, feed supplies,
people and equipment?
• Do you have contingency plans for the buildup of pig numbers (and
product in some cases) on
farm, which could lead to

feed shortages?
• Have you considered
the time, equipment and
other resources required to
implement disease control
activities on your farm?
• Are you prepared for

media and public scrutiny?
These questions are important to consider for
your farm’s preparedness
activities for any disease
outbreak.
Better preparation and
planning may have reduced the impact from
the 2001 foot and mouth
disease outbreak in the
UK, which lasted for eight
months, saw six million
animals culled, cost eight
billion pounds (or $A23
billion in 2018 dollars)
and took 18 months following eradication for
trade to be re-established.
ASF is like a hunting
mechanism for holes in
biosecurity.

While not as contagious
as some diseases like
FMD, it is highly infectious and hard to kill.
Biosecurity remains the
only prevention option –
and culling is the only
way to control the disease.
This must be followed
by disposal of all infective
material (carcasses, manure, bedding) and decontamination of the entire
piggery and surrounds.
While these actions are
covered by cost sharing,
what is not covered are
consequential losses, such
as loss of profit, use of
assets, opportunity, goodwill or contracts.
If an ASF or other disease incursion occurs,

Figure 1

producers can expect the
following to occur:
• International markets
will close and remain
closed until importing
countries are completely
confident that Australian
product no longer poses
any risk to their own agricultural industries. Market closures will affect the
entire industry, not just
those infected with, or
close to the outbreak of,
the disease.
• Immediate
restrictions will be placed on
the movement of pigs to
help control the outbreak
and limit the spread of
the disease. This could be
days, weeks or longer depending on the outbreak.
If animal welfare issues
arise during this time, the
Chief Veterinary Officer
may order humane destruction.
• A local, state or national livestock standstill
may occur – initially for
72 hours but perhaps
longer. This will apply not
just to pigs, but also to
products, vehicles, equipment and other things. It
will disrupt the normal
flow of your business and
may impact the purchase
or sale of stock, feed and
supplies. Animals in transit, in saleyards, at field
days and shows must be
managed to avoid disease
spread.
• There will be a backlog
of product and there may
be flow-on impacts from
the domestic market due to
food safety concerns.
• Business arrangements

such as supply contracts
may require re-negotiation.
• Disease control activities will be implemented
by the authorities. This
could include quarantine
and movement restrictions, vaccination (where
this is an available option), humane killing and
disposal of animals and
products, and cleaning
and disinfection of premises. These will have cost,
emotional and other impacts on you, your family,
employees and business.
• Biosecurity and surveillance will be enhanced. New biosecurity
measures may be introduced or existing measures enhanced.
• Animals, people and
things will need to be
traced to identify properties at risk. Reporting all
pig movements to PigPass
and retaining copies of
the PigPass NVD will be
critical to timely tracing.
• Depending on the disease, large-scale vaccination may occur. This will
not be possible for ASF
as no vaccine is available.
• Pigs and other assets
may be compulsorily destroyed after valuation,
with compensation paid
(except
consequential
costs). This must be done
in accordance with the
agreed protocols, that is,
individual producers cannot make this decision
and do the valuation – it
requires an authorised decision maker and valuer
with decisions audited.
☛ continued P7
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Advertisement

Livestock, horse,
poultry and
beehive owners
must be registered
with Biosecurity
Queensland
Check if you’re registered
qld.gov.au/BiosecurityRegistration
Call 13 25 23
Your registration helps us keep you informed and
quickly locate animals in a pest or disease emergency.
A registration and renewal fee applies every three years
for commercial primary producers.
Authorised by the Queensland Government, William Street, Brisbane
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Will your business survive
a disease outbreak?
☛ from P6

• Animals may be destroyed and disposed of.
• Feral animals may
need to be controlled and
destroyed.
• Infected
premises,
equipment and vehicles
will need to be decontaminated. This will take
time, along with a period
of lay to ensure the disease is not present. Before
pigs can re-enter a site,
sentinels will be introduced followed by sentinels with a percentage
of the herd but not full
capacity to attain confidence that the disease has
been eradicated. This process may take months.
• Media and public scrutiny will be intense, with
criticism of anything that
negatively impacts employees, animal welfare
or even feral animals.
Reputations of businesses
and the industry may be
threatened by both fact
and fiction.
• Export markets will
recover with time. Disease eradication must be
followed by disease surveillance, however, even
then, it may take years for
trade volumes to recover.
You have a legal obligation to report disease and
the earlier a disease is detected, the quicker it can
be controlled, stamped
out and we can see a return to normal operations.
This will also reduce the
economic impact.
The graph in Figure 1
(previous page) of the UK
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FMD outbreaks (supplied
by CSIRO on behalf of the
FMD Ready Rural R&D
for Profit Project and its
Funding Partners, including APL) shows that by
moving the impact towards the left-hand side of
the graph, return to trade
from the initial outbreak
can be reduced.
Unfortunately, APL’s response to producers is “it
all depends”.
Governments, industry
and other stakeholders will
attend an ASF summit in
Adelaide in early May to
share preparedness plans
and collectively identify
gaps that need closing.
Producers can help by
being prepared:
• Review your biosecurity plan in conjunction with your veterinarian;
• Strengthen biosecurity
on your piggery site(s);
and
• Undertake risk management planning for your
business.
The ‘Preparing Your
Business to Survive’ book
contains useful information and checklists and
can be downloaded at the
Animal Health Australia
website (animalhealthaus
tralia.com.au/what-wedo/biosecurity-services/
biosecurity-planning-andimplementation).
And finally, if you suspect the health of your
pigs is amiss, do not hesitate to contact your vet or
ring the EAD hotline on
1800 675 888.

Rewarding biodiversity on farm
MINISTER for Agriculture David Littleproud
has announced new
programs that would
see farmers receive incentives for a range of
projects to improve biodiversity on farms, incorporating payment for
carbon if appropriate.
A $30 million pilot
Agriculture Biodiversity
Stewardship Program
would see farmers receive incentives for projects that boost biodiversity and also, if appropriate, absorb carbon.
Projects such as maintaining or enhancing
remnant forest, regeneration of gullies or waterways, or mixed species native tree plantings
could be examples of
projects.
Additionally, $4 million will go towards creating a national and internationally recognised
biodiversity certification
scheme to help biodiversity-friendly farmers
get an extra premium
for their product at the
checkout and when they
trade with other countries.
The National Farmers’
Federation will help develop this certification
scheme so farm groups
have ownership of and
invest in it.
“I’ve always thought
farmers should see
the benefits of managing the biodiversity on

their properties, and a
market-based system
can become a droughtproof income stream for
them,” Minister Littleproud said.
“This program will be
trialled across different commodities and in
different regions and if
successful, I hope it will
be expanded as national
policy following the trial.
“An on-farm biodiversity policy and methodology will need to be
developed and we’ll be
consulting with Australian National University
and farm groups on this.
“Farmers are already
making money from
carbon payments and
in the future we could
potentially see farmers
receiving payment for
both biodiversity and
carbon benefits from

the same project.
“This pilot program is
not part of the Carbon
Solutions Fund – this is
a dedicated trial aimed
at biodiversity, though
of course projects will
likely have a carbon benefit also, which farmers
deserve recognition for.”
Farmers should be
rewarded for having
plants and animals on
their farm, not penalised
through banning them
using that land and offering no compensation.
“I’m offering a carrot to farmers who look
after biodiversity and
absorb carbon, not additional and unnecessary
regulation,” Minister
Littleproud said.
“Farmers love nature
and are also running a
business.
“We need to recognise

both these realities.
“In many cases an
incentive system such
as this will both boost
production – cattle and
sheep put on more meat
when they have good
shelter, which bush and
shelter belts provide –
as well as the financial
incentive.
“Given almost 300 projects involving revegetation have been approved
through the Emissions
Reduction Fund, many
landholders
already
believe they can make
comparable returns from
carbon payments to what
they would running livestock, depending on circumstance and region.”
A biodiversity certification scheme will
also give farmers motivation and reward for
looking after nature on

their properties.
“If shoppers are prepared to pay more for
produce that carries a
biodiversity stamp then
let’s create a brand and
reward farmers who do
that,” Minister Littleproud said.
“This is the way the
world is headed.
“On my recent trip to
the EU Agriculture Ministers’ Conference, I saw
how serious the rest of
the world is about farmers looking after biodiversity.
“If Australia is to continue to be a world leader and maintain its key
selling point overseas –
our clean green reputation – then we need to
be thinking ahead of the
game and these schemes
are part of that picture.”
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Trends to convert into opportunities to grow
OVER the course of
the past month we have
been looking at the market for meat internationally and in the longer
term.
Clearly there are challenges around the world
in trade certainty and it
seems likely the spread
of African swine fever
in Europe and Asia will
have significant impacts
on short-term trade and
perhaps longer-term consumption.
However, there are also
changes occurring both
in the Australian meat
market and how the pork
industry approaches the
market.
First, whilst the industry was oversupplied in
2017 and 2018, our marketing activity has been

Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON
General Manager Marketing

targeting the people who
buy most meat.
People aged over 35
years old buy 92 percent
of meat volume, so that is
where we have focused.
However, as we move
out of the oversupply situation, we need to move
our targeting towards a
younger demographic in
order to make sure we
have the consumers of the

future cooking and enjoying Australian pork.
This is occurring in a
number of ways including using the Taste recipe website (taste.com.
au), leveraging pork recipes via the Australian
Pork Limited Facebook
and Instagram, as well
as by providing shareable content to butchers,
chefs and volume food-

service operators.
Second, there is a growing proportion of consumers who for a variety
of reasons want to limit
their meat consumption.
These people do not
think meat is a villain –
often they really enjoy it
– it’s just for some reason
they think they eat a little
too much of it.
This group appears to
include three sub-groups.
The first is a proactive
group who have clear beliefs about what is good
for them as individuals
and promote their lifestyle choices to others.
The second group is reactive and have had some
type of life event that has
affected their eating habits.
For example, they may

have had a health scare
and had their doctor recommend eating more of
one thing and less of another.
The third group wants
to be able to say they
are doing what either the
proactives or reactives
are doing, but are not
really that interested in
changing what they are
eating.
The challenge with
these consumers is they
are limiting their meat
consumption, have quite
diverse motives to change
their behaviour and are
difficult to reach with
marketing, as they tend
not to consume a lot of
media.
Third, the trend towards
vegetable-based proteins
(the Beyond Burger and

so on) seems to have significant implications.
Not only can we see
around the world that
there are significant
and growing ranges of
products but many of the
companies operating in
this area are funded by
people who are prepared
to fund losses for long
periods and operate to
timeframes that are much
shorter than agricultural
industries have historically operated at.
Finally, despite these
changes, it appears meat

China’s COFCO
Meat reports loss
as swine fever
hits pig prices
CHINA’S COFCO
Meat Holdings Ltd
has posted a loss of
about $US90 million
for 2018 after slumping hog prices hit its
pig farming business.
Speaking to Reuters, the company, a
subsidiary of Chinese
state-owned grains-toproperty conglomerate
COFCO that produces
pigs for sale as well as
churning out its own
meat, said the nation’s
hog supplies would
likely be tight in 2019
and 2020 in the wake
of the disease.
Tighter supply would
likely boost pig prices.
The firm said it saw
a net loss of $US93.58
million for 2018, down
from a profit of $US67
million the year before.
China has recorded
114 outbreaks of highly contagious African
swine fever since the
disease was first detected last August,
though many in the
industry believe it is
worse than officially
reported.
Restrictions on transporting pigs from region to region meant
some areas initially had
an oversupply of the
animals, which in turn
dragged on nationwide
hog and pork prices.
But widespread culling means supply has
been tightening this
year.
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consumption will continue to grow globally.
This is being driven as
the desire for meat grows,
particularly by people in
South-East Asia, which
presents a significant opportunity for Australian
product.
Clearly all these changes offer both opportunities and threats, and we
as an industry will need
to find ways to benefit
as we move towards rewriting the industry strategy for 2020-2025 in the
coming year or so.

COFCO Meat said
it planned to expand
hog production while
upgrading biosecurity
measures to combat
swine fever, adding
that larger companies
were better placed to
take such steps.
The firm slaughtered
2.55 million pigs in
2018, up 14.5 percent
from the previous year,
partly offsetting the
impact from low hog
prices.
It will also speed
up construction of
slaughtering facilities
in northern China and
promote branded pork.
“Despite low pig
prices in 2018, highend pork prices remained strong,” the
company said in a
stock exchange filing.
Meanwhile, the firm
said its “pork imports
division and fresh pork
department will coordinate and grab opportunities brought by
African swine fever”.
The firm’s revenue
for 2018 was about
$US1.068 billion, up 3
percent from $US1.037
billion in 2017, largely
thanks to its growing
beef import business.
COFCO Meat sold
38,000 tonnes of imported beef in 2018,
up 81.7 percent from
the year before, amid
surging demand for
foods such as steak
and hamburgers.
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Sharpest butchers selected for international challenge
KNIVES have been
drawn – in professional
fashion – as butchers
from across the country
have put their skills to
the test seeking to become part of the prestigious Australia Steelers
representative team.
Now six of Australia’s
finest butchers have been
selected as part of Team
Australia to compete at
the World Butchers’ Chal-

lenge that will be held in
the US next September.
Teams from all over the
world will be competing at the ‘Olympics of
Meat’ in a three-hour test
of skills, innovation and
presentation.
Team captain Adam
Stratton from Sydney’s
Tender Gourmet Butchery
said the selection process
had been fierce, balancing both the existing skills

Adam Stratton returns as team captain.

and experience of return
members with new talent.
“The World Butchers’
Challenge pitches teams
of six butchers against
each other, testing their
butchery skills, ability to
create innovative valueadded meat products and
to present the judges with
quality finished products,” he said.
“We did really well at
the 2018 event, bringing
home third place and a
swag of other prizes, so
we are hoping to do even
better in 2020.
“That’s why we’ve undergone a multi-stage selection process that encouraged butchers from
across Australia to apply,
while also balancing both
experience and team renewal.”
The team selection was
finalised recently after a
three-hour test of skills on
the Gold Coast under the

watchful eye of selectors,
including Mr Stratton,
who had been confirmed
to stay on as captain after being selected in the
World Team in 2018.
The Australian Steelers
will be:
• Adam Stratton, Tender
Gourmet Butchery, NSW;
• Paul Brady, Tender
Gourmet Butchery, NSW;
• Colin Garrett, Colin’s
Butchery, NSW;
• Luke Leyson, Goodwood Quality Meats,
South Australia;
• Daniel McCarthy, A
Cut Above Family Butcher, Victoria; and
• Dale Spencer, Eumundi Meats, Queensland.
Mark Rogers, Stapleton’s Quality Meats,
NSW, and Tom Bouchier,
Peter Bouchier Butchers
of Distinction, Victoria,
were selected as reserve
members of the team.
“It’s an honour to re-

main captain of this team
and I congratulate the new
Steelers team members on
their selection,” Mr Stratton said.
“I look forward to seeing
what we can create and

achieve during the next 18
months.”
The selection for the
Young Apprentice and
Young Butcher members
of Team Australia will occur on April 17, 2019 at

the Sydney Royal Easter
Show.
Team Australia will
compete at the World
Butchers’ Challenge in
Sacramento, California,
US in September 2020.

The Australian Steelers took out overall third place in last year’s World Butchers’
Challenge.

Izzy snags a ‘pear’
of deadly bags at
Sydney Airport
EVERY dog has their
day and biosecurity detector dog Izzy recently
had hers – detecting over
10kg of undeclared and
illegally imported fruit
and meat products in a
passenger’s bags.
Head of Biosecurity Lyn
O’Connell said the passenger had put Australia
at risk, as meat products
can carry a range of diseases, including foot and
mouth disease.
“Izzy was doing some
routine sniffing when she
responded to a passenger’s
bag and our biosecurity
officers soon found out
what had caught her
nose,” Ms O’Connell said.
“They found almost 8kg
of nashi pears, 2kg of oranges, 325g of chicken
meat and more than 2kg
of pork products that included pig meat, sausages
and trotters.
“These types of meat
products can transmit
diseases that would be
devastating for Australia,
including African swine
fever and FMD.
“A further search revealed the passenger was
also carrying 650g of nashi
pears in another bag.
“There is no excuse if
you bring these or other
biosecurity risk items to
Australia.

“Either leave them at
home or don’t be sorry
and just declare them.”
If it arrived in Australia,
FMD could cost our economy billions and take a
decade to eradicate.
Fragments of FMD and
ASF were recently detected in pork products
intercepted at Australia’s
airports and mail centres,
so the risk is real.
The fresh fruit in the
passenger’s bag could
have been harbouring diseases and pests such as
citrus canker and fruit fly.
Both could have a devastating impact on Australia’s
horticulture industries.
The goods were destroyed and the passenger
was issued an infringement notice.
“Our dogs do a great job
sniffing out potential risk
items, but every passenger
that travels to Australia
has an obligation to follow our conditions,” Ms
O’Connell said.
“It can save you time
and money, as well as ensure you are doing your
part to keep our country
free of deadly pests and
diseases.”
For more information on
items that should not be
brought to Australia, visit
agriculture.gov.au/travel
ling

Protection and Proﬁt
from START to FINISH

Porcilis PCV
®

Long-term PCV2 immunity for performance and proﬁt
A single vaccination (2 mL) to pigs from 3 weeks of age*
Rapid onset of immunity with long-term protection
Reduces viral load and shedding
Reduces mortality*
Reduces weight loss*
Increases average daily weight gain*
* During the fattening period. Refer to registered product label for full claim details.
Refer to Technical brochure for details of trial data.
Intervet Australia Pty Limited trading as MSD Animal Health ABN 79 008 467 034

Toll free 1800 033 461 www.msd-animal-health.com.au
Amanda Vardanega 0427 011 579
AU/POK/0715/0015(2)

Izzy the biosecurity detector dog.
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FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS
SFMCA
FeedSafe
Accredited

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

CONTACT:

PTY

SOYA FEEDS LTD

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby

Ph (07) 4662 4333
A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal

Feed ingredients could transport African swine fever
DR Dave Pyburn, vice
president of science and
technology at the National Pork Board in Des
Moines, Iowa, US, has
provided an update on
the African swine fever
situation in Asia and the
associated risk of the
virus being transported
into the US.
“When we look at China
in particular, we might as
well consider that African
swine fever has pretty well
spread throughout most
of the country, including
that southern portion of
the country where they
produce an awful lot of
pigs – well more than half
of the pigs on the globe
are produced in China,”
Dr Pyburn said.
“That’s a lot of pigs
available to be affected
or infected with African
swine fever.
“So it’s a concern for us

as far as being a potential
source of virus that can
somehow eventually and
potentially make its way
over here.”
The biggest concern
Dr Pyburn noted is there
could be risk materials that could transport
the virus to the US from
China or from any of the
infected countries.
One of the primary risk
materials is feed and feed
ingredients.
“Dr Scott Dee’s research
has shown that in fact you
can transport the virus,”
he said.
“Transport is not transmission, but you can
transport the virus live
from China to the US potentially in some of the
feedstuffs we’re buying
from China.”
In 2014, Dr Dee and his
team were deciphering
how porcine epidemic di-

arrhoea virus had entered
the US – a virus that,
prior to the 2013 outbreak,
had never before been in
North America.
Dr Dee’s PED research
model clearly showed
certain feed ingredients
supported the PED virus through a simulated
journey from Beijing to
Shanghai to San Francisco, California to Des
Moines, Iowa.
In his recent research,
he wanted to see if other
viruses, including African
swine fever, could survive
that journey as well.
Dr Dee said the US industry is pretty well convinced PED was brought
into the US from China
through feed components,
based on genetic mapping.
But beyond PED, China
has several diseases the
US and other countries do
not have in their commer-

cial herds such as pseudorabies, classical swine
fever, foot and mouth
disease and most recently
African swine fever.
“We’re concerned that
potentially we could be
putting these viruses in
front of our animals,” Dr
Pyburn said.
“There are many ways to
mitigate some of the risk.
“You can mitigate it
through additions to the
feed to kill the virus, but
another way too would
be the ability to test and
know that what you have
is a safer feed material.”

Many swine feed components are currently imported into the US from
China.
“A number of amino acids, vitamins and minerals
come in from China,” Dr
Pyburn said.
“Some of which we can
and do make in the US,
but some of which we
don’t have the capacity to
make here at this time, so
we’ve got to order them
from China.
“They are needed for
our complete swine diets.”
Originally published at
thepigsite.com

All-new ASF COMBAT app

COMBAT (Comprehensive Online Management
and Biosecurity Assessment Tool) is a new app
developed by Boehringer
Ingelheim to help farmers and veterinarians
evaluate and improve the
level of biosecurity, pig
flow and management
procedures.
African swine fever is
a devastating viral infection of pigs causing severe
clinical disease and high
mortality.
The disease cannot be
treated and there are currently no effective vaccines available.
On a daily basis, pig
farms are facing multiple
biosecurity risks, but some
of them remain unnoticed.
The recent outbreaks of
ASF in Asia and parts of
Europe have highlighted
the need for farms to be
prepared and understand

the risks they face.
The COMBAT app has
a detailed set of 55 questions based on the known
biosecurity risks for ASF.
Depending on your responses, the app will
provide an indicative risk
score as well as recommendations to build and
maintain the highest possible biosecurity around
your farm so you have the
best odds to prevent African swine fever.
You can either do the
survey anonymously or
you can sign up for free
and save the results for
future use.
If you would like to find
out more about the ASF
COMBAT app or improving biosecurity on your
farm, please contact your
local Boehringer Ingelheim Territory Manager
or go to prevent-asf.com

Approved in pregnant and
lactating sows, providing reliable
protection for your whole herd

For your free farm risk assessment

Go to www.prevent-asf.com

Consistent protection, every time
Proven efﬁcacy against PCV2 without compromising safety

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. CircoFLEX®
is a registered trademark of the Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH – used under licence. All rights reserved. AUS/CIRCOFL-181001
Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. AUS/SWI-191004a
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Premium 23 week protection
for your investment against PCV

Stay one step ahead of
porcine circovirus (PCV)
Fostera® PCV MetaStim® is a newly developed and uniquely
formulated PCV vaccine with 23 weeks duration of immunity.
Fostera® PCV MetaStim® can be administered as a one 2mL
shot or two by 1mL shots, at a two week interval from three
weeks of age, giving you the choice of the best regime to
suit your farm’s needs.

To learn more about Fostera® and MetaStim®
visit us at zoetis.com.au or call 1800 814 883.
© 2018 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved. Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425.
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard Rhodes, NSW 2138. www.zoetis.com.au ZL0906 MM-03342.
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APRIL open for business on innovation
and commercialisation fronts
AUS T R A L A S I A N
Pork Research Institute Limited is seeking applications for
Innovation and Commercialisation projects.
An
independent,
member-based
research entity, APRIL
continues the approach
to research, education,
training and commercialisation of the very
successful CRC for
High Integrity Australian Pork, which concludes June 30, 2019.
APRIL Innovation
Projects are negotiable to around 12 to 15
months, have a maximum budget of $50,000
to $75,000 and require
a minimum external
cash co-investment of
25 percent of the total
cash cost of the project.
There will be two
calls per calendar year
for Innovation Projects,
with the first deadline
May 17, 2019.
Open all year round,
Com mercialisation
Projects are where the
path to market of a
product or technology
may be close and additional co-investment
may bring it to fruition.
Such projects require
a co-investment external contribution of 20
percent of the total cash
project cost.
Duration is negotiable
if beyond 12 months.
Com mercialisation
income is a clear imperative for the future
of APRIL, hence supporting projects in this
domain is critical, according to APRIL CEO
and Chief Scientist
John Pluske.
“APRIL wants to be
seen as a catalyst for innovation and a key co-

funder of research for
the overall benefit of
Australasia’s pork industry,” Prof Pluske said.
“The Innovation and
Com mercialisation
projects are an important pillar of APRIL’s
strategic direction and
complement our longer-term research initiatives, which will soon
be announced and detailed.
“We are encouraging
thinking outside the
box to engage smart
new ways to tackle current and emerging pork
industry challenges.”
APRIL Innovation
Project proposals must
demonstrate originality, uniqueness and
creativity, according
to APRIL Commercialisation and Research Impact Manager
Charles Rikard-Bell.
“They should establish new concepts or
challenge
existing
ones, address significant challenges or critical barriers to progress
and be able to improve
or apply new theoretical concepts, methodologies and tools to
benefit industry,” Dr
Rikard-Bell said.

Assessment of applications will be based
strongly on these criteria
and will be favourably
considered if they can
demonstrate revenuegenerating potential.
APRIL and Pork
CRC have already successfully commercialised and managed research technologies of
benefit to Australasia’s
pork industry.
Applications can be
lodged by researchers
currently working in
the pork industry, but
are also welcomed from
individuals and organisations not necessarily
with a direct affiliation
with the Australasian
pork industry.
The APRIL website
(w w w. a p r i. c o m. a u)
contains application
templates and a budget
spreadsheet and information on the application process.
For further information, contact Dr RikardBell on 61 439 513 723
or email c.rikardbell@
april.org.au, or Prof
Pluske on 61 410 436
871 or email j.pluske@
april.org.au
www.APRI.com.au

APRIL CEO John Pluske.

NFF slams weak trespass laws,
calls for Federal intervention
THE NFF says a court
ruling in Western Australia recently should be
a wakeup call for our
politicians, as yet another farm intruder made a
joke of Australia’s soft
trespass laws.
Repeat trespasser James
Warden came before the
Magistrates’ Court in
Mandurah, WA, following a two-hour break-in
to a WA piggery, which
he live-streamed on Facebook.
Despite the conclusive
evidence and brazen nature of the offence, the
Court allowed Mr Warden to walk free with just
one-third of the maximum
fine.
National Farmers’ Federation president Fiona Simson said the penalty sends
a disturbing message to
would-be intruders.
“Farmers are rightly
alarmed that their farms
can be invaded in the dead
of night, streamed live on
the internet, only for of-

fenders to walk away with a
slap on the wrist,” she said.
“We’re talking about
private property, often a
stone’s throw from family
homes where farmers and
their families are sleeping.
“This is not just a matter
of basic privacy.
“These intruders are
placing the biosecurity of
our farms and the welfare
of our livestock at risk.”
The recent decision
follows a string of even
weaker decisions around
the country, including:
• A $1 fine for activists
who stole a goat in Gippsland, Victoria; and
• A $200 fine for a piggery break-in on the Sunshine Coast, Queensland
(a second-time offender).
“The law is clearly not
keeping up with what’s
happening here,” Ms Simson said.
“These people are not
well-intentioned pranksters.
“They form part of a co-

ordinated assault on family homes and businesses,
being led by militant and
well-resourced activist
groups.
“They’re garden-variety
crooks, and need to be
treated as such.”
Many offenders never
count the cost of their
crimes, with activist
groups meeting the cost of
legal expenses and fines.
Time for Federal leadership
The NFF is calling on
all parties to commit to
action as we head into the
Federal Election.
“This is clearly a national issue, and warrants
a decisive national response,” Ms Simson said.
“The Federal Government needs to show leadership and get state and
territory leaders in the
room to design stronger
laws.
“We’re seeking a commitment from all parties
coming into the Federal
Election that they will act

decisively and protect our
farms from these trespassers.”
The NFF is calling on
people who share its concerns to sign an online
petition at farmers.org.au
Industry welcomes
transparency, but safety
must come first
Ms Simson emphasised
that the industry welcomes transparency, and
has nothing to hide.
“We’re as concerned as
anyone about the disconnect between our farms
and our end customers,”
she said.
“We’re proud of how we
farm and love to show it
off to those who are interested.
“I’d encourage you to
visit a real farm – it’s a
fantastic experience – but
do it safely and legally.”
Services like YouCamp
or FarmStay Australia offer great, authentic experiences for those wanting
to understand and experience farming.

North Bourke abattoir upgrades to Gorman-Rupp
DARLING Irrigation
supplies solutions for irrigation, domestic water
systems, mining hydraulics, stock watering and
more.
With a staff of around
50 and four locations in
western NSW (and one in
Launceston), Darling Irrigation assists a wide range
of customers with quality
water systems.
The company recently
undertook a contract for
the design and construction of water and wastewater infrastructure for a new
North Bourke abattoir.
Wanting to deliver
a quality project with
pumps that were reliable, easy to maintain
and safe for operators,
Darling Irrigation approached Hydro Innova-

tions for solutions using
Gorman-Rupp self-priming pumps.
There were five applications for a total of nine
pumps from kill floor
hose-down to pond storage transfer and effluent
pumping.
As some of these applications contained abrasive media in the pumped
water, Hydro Innovations offered pumps with
Gorman-Rupp ‘hard iron’
internals to reduce wear
rates and considerably
lengthen the intervals between servicing.
Darling
Irrigation
chose the Gorman Rupp
pumps for their strong
international reputation,
reliability and longevity
in tough pumping conditions.

And because they are
self-priming
pumps,
they could be mounted
at ground level so operators have easy and safe
access to the pumps for
monitoring and maintenance, without the need
for cranes.
Phil Chegwidden, project manager on the job
for Darling Irrigation, has

been impressed by how
easy the pumps were to
install, how quickly the
pumps prime and how
smoothly they operate.
He said he can understand why many abattoirs
have standardised on Gorman-Rupp pumps for their
wastewater systems.
www.hydroinnovations.
com.au

Excellent quality
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Q Farrowing and weaner crates,
growers and baconer pens. Q Feed
hopper with stainless steel trough.

Q Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap;
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.

Straight Farrowing Crate.

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST
Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au
2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460
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Ben Slots
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Farmers welcome exclusion from direct
carbon burden but remain concerned by
land clearing overtones
THE Australian Labor
Party’s climate change
policy detail released recently provides a comprehensive framework
and pathway forward.
National Farmers’ Federation CEO Tony Mahar
particularly welcomed
Labor’s commitment to
exclude agriculture from
the so-called ‘Safeguard
Mechanism’ changes.
“An assurance that agriculture won’t directly
bear any additional burden in reaching Labor’s
proposed 45 percent emissions reduction target by
2030 is positive, as is a
guarantee that a carbon
tax or a carbon pricing
mechanism will not be
introduced,” Mr Mahar
said.
“We do however have
reservations about the impact a 45 percent target
could have on agriculture
as a participant in the value chain.
“For example, increased
fuel transport or electricity costs are likely to have
a consequential impact on
the agricultural sector.”
Mr Mahar said the NFF
supported the renewed focus on carbon farming initiative methodologies to
the value of $40 million.
“This will provide the
opportunity to refine and
expand options for landbased abatement,” he said.
While the lack of further
funding support for an
emissions reduction fund
was disappointing, the

NFF noted the increased
requirement under the
Safeguard Mechanism
should create more private
sector demand.
“Our vision for agriculture to achieve $100 billion in farmgate output
by 2030 requires getting
the land use balance right
– a combination of diversifying income streams
and growing agriculture
through technology and
intensification,” Mr Mahar said.
“The NFF cautiously
welcomes the availability
of international credits,
we are aware that there
is not yet an international
framework to assess credible credits.
“We will need to determine and/or maintain
credible assessment.
“The NFF view is international credits are not
sufficiently credible and
some market distortion is
likely possible given how
robust Australian Carbon
Credit Units are considered to be.”
Mr Mahar said the
NFF’s main reservation
on a first reading of the
policy was the focus on
land clearing.
“This is especially worrying given the news that
excess Kyoto credits will
not be counted towards
the Paris commitment,”
he said.
“The majority of the
Kyoto credits were gained
from prevention of land
clearing through a legal

US customs seizes
453 tonnes of Chinese
food products
US border agents seized
453,592kg of food products arriving from China
in March as they work to
keep out African swine
fever.
Customs and Border Protection spokesman Anthony Bucci said the containers seized also had noodles
and tea bags that were used
to facilitate the unlawful
import of pork products.
The previous week, the
agency said it had seized
450 tonnes of pork.
Federal customs and
agriculture officials are
on high alert for illegal
imports because China
is suffering from an outbreak of African swine
fever.
There is no cure and no
vaccine for the disease,
which does not affect humans but is highly contagious and fatal to hogs.
Authorities may fine importers of the products,
according to Basil Liakakos, chief agriculture specialist for Customs and
Border Protection at the
Port of New York/Newark, but they will have a
hard time punishing the
exporters.
The importers have not
been named publicly.
Officials detected the
illegal pork in shipping
containers after finding
food products that had already been smuggled into
the US, Mr Liakakos said
in an interview.
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Home to the world’s
largest hog herd, China
has reported 114 outbreaks of the disease in
28 provinces and regions
since August.
The US wants to keep
out the virus because an
outbreak would likely
limit trade and raise pork
prices for consumers.
While the products’ importers may face fines,
exporters are typically not
penalised, Mr Liakakos
said.
“It’s very difficult to penalise an exporting country,” he said.
“You have to have a very
large burden of proof to
prove what they’re doing.”
The US and China are
negotiating an end to a
tariff dispute.
US officials determined
the seized products could
contain African swine fever because China has the
disease, according to Customs and Border Protection and the US Department of Agriculture.
The agencies have
worked together for about
a year to gather intelligence and target ships that
could pose a risk for the
disease.
The USDA will not test
the seized products to determine whether they actually had African swine
fever because all products
found in violation of US
regulations are destroyed.

framework which offered
no compensation for a removed property right.”
The NFF welcomed Labor Agriculture spokesperson Joel Fitzgibbon’s
commitment to rewarding
farmers for the environmental benefits they deliver every day on behalf
of all Australians.
“The NFF has long campaigned to have biodiversity assets and efforts financially recognised and
we were delighted to have
Mr Fitzgibbon confirm
his support for a significant agriculture biodiversity stewardship fund,”
Mr Mahar said.
“This seems to be a key
component of the ALP’s
proposed changes to environmental law structure.
“We reiterate the need

to include the farm sector
in the discussion to ensure
agriculture is never again
used as a scapegoat to
achieve climate outcomes
without reward.”
Mr Mahar also positively noted Labor’s commitment to measures to support a more sustainable
forestry industry and an
investment of $2 million
in the red meat sector’s
carbon-neutral-by-2030
target.
“We’ll have more to say
on the policy proposal,
pending further analysis,”
Mr Mahar said.
“The NFF has, and will
continue to, ensure agriculture has a strong voice
in our nation’s prolonged
climate and energy policy
‘debate’.”
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Government and law enforcement
action needed against animal activists
THE Queensland Farmers’ Federation has renewed calls for governments and law enforcement to increase and
effectively implement
punishments for animal
activists trespassing on
farmers’ properties.
For the second successive weekend, Queensland’s intensive animal
farmers had to prepare
for a co-ordinated animal
activist rampage, knowing they cannot rely on
meaningful support from
governments or the police.
QFF president Stuart
Armitage said Queensland

farmers adhered to worldleading animal welfare
standards and condemned
animal activists for their
radical and unjustified actions which invade farmers’ privacy, threaten the
welfare of their animals,
pose unacceptable risks to
their businesses and have
implications for food security.
“For many farmers, their
property is their business,
their workplace and their
family home,” Mr Armitage said.
“As the frequency of
these incidents increase,
farmers are unable to op-

erate their businesses and
go about their lives for
fear of being the next animal activist target.”
Mr Armitage said QFF
and member industries had
been constructively working with the Queensland
Government for a long time
to better address these issues, but progress on an
effective response package
had been too slow.
And the lack of action
and protection by Queensland Police was also very
disappointing.
“Governments at all levels and law enforcement
must take a harder stand

against the actions of animal activists and ensure
the legal protections and
punishments are reflective of the danger they
pose,” Mr Armitage said.
“If this level of unacceptable law-breaking behaviour was occurring in
Brisbane there is no doubt
we would be seeing more
urgency and response.
“Meaningful and effective action is needed to
ensure farmers receive
the fundamental protections of a civil society and
they can continue feeding, clothing and growing
amenity for the world.”

New Class A electric blaster
AUSSIE Pumps has set
a new benchmark for
quality and safety with
the release of its new
stainless steel industrial
pressure washers.

The Aussie 4000psi Super Scud Monsoon 400A is a powerful electricdrive blaster that is a
breakthrough in safety for
the livestock and poultry
industries.
The Australian Safety
Standards for the use of
water jetting equipment
(AS/NZ4233.01) classifies
pressure washers by their
pump performance.
Multiplying the machine’s pressure in bar
by the flow gives an indication of the power of
the unit in bar litres per
minute.
If it’s over 5600 then it’s
a Class B machine and
requires operators to be
RTO trained and certified.
Aussie’s new Monsoon
400-A falls just below that
critical limit and therefore
qualifies as a Class A machine.
Under the standards
there are fewer restrictions on both the operator and employer with
regards to certification of
the worker.
Aussie Pumps prod-

uct manager Mal Patel
“These new blasters offer the maximum pressure
and flow allowed for a
Class A machine, maximising cleaning efficiency
while keeping the operator safe.”
The new three-phase
industrial blaster features
the new ‘sharp-free’ ergonomic stainless steel
frame fitted with four
big ‘off-road’ style steel
wheels with flat-free
tyres.
The company has moved
to stainless steel to eliminate corrosion.
At the same time, its
appearance and aesthetics
are ground breaking.
“The new Super Scud
looks as good as it works,
and works as good as it
looks,” Patel said.
“We’ve developed the
product with features that
ensure these Aussie-built
machines are world class.
“This high-flow, highpressure electric machine
is ideal for wash and flush
applications found in piggeries and aviaries.”
With an 11kW, threephase, four-pole electricdrive motor, this heavyduty pressure cleaner delivers 20l/pm flow.
This makes it ideal for
a range of industrial ap-

plications requiring fast,
continuous cleaning including flushing out stalls
and sheds, and machinery
wash-down.
The Super Scud Monsoon 400-A uses the TTL
series ‘Big Berty’ Bertolini triplex pump with
solid ceramic pistons.
This pump incorporates
a big ribbed crankcase
that ensures it stays cool
even in continuous-running applications.
The valve caps are fitted
with a new Bertolini sealing system designed for
higher pressure and longer
working hours.
The power is provided
by a heavy-duty, IP55-rated, four-pole TEFC electric motor.
Like all Aussie blasters,
the Super Scud Monsoon

300 features an Aussie
Safety Protection kit.
The kit includes a thermal dump valve to protect
the machine from excessive bypass.
An industrial on/off
thermal protection switch
prevents overload of the
motor and pressure spikes.
High-quality accessories complete the package.
A heavy-duty gun/lance
combination provides the
operator with complete
control of the machine with
a trigger lock that improves
safety and prevents accidental activation.
Further information including a free guide is
available from Aussie
Pumps at aussiepumps.
com.au and Aussie Pumps
distributors throughout
Australia.

Aussie’s new 4000psi 20l/pm Monsoon 400-A packs
a real cleaning punch but as a Class A pressure
washer operators do not require RTO certification.
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GRANTS
totalling
$100,000 are now available through the 2019
Australia-China Agricultural Cooperation
Agreement program for
projects that grow agricultural trade between
Australia and China.
Minister for Agriculture David Littleproud
said agricultural businesses with projects or trade
missions are encouraged
to apply.
“ACACA
aims
to
strengthen our relationship with our largest export market for agricultural, fisheries and forestry
products, worth almost
$13.6 billion in 2017-18,”
Minister Littleproud said.
“We are looking for projects that will encourage
collaboration and growth
in the Australia-China
two-way trade, which will
benefit farmers and food

producers in both countries.
“Over the past 30 years
the program has been part
of more than 200 technical exchanges, working
groups, training programs
and sharing research and
development.
“The program also helps
our farming, fishing and
forestry industries unlock
the new opportunities afforded through the China-Australia Free Trade
Agreement.
“It has been a key part of
Australia’s bilateral trade
relationship for more than
three decades.”
Applications opened
March 28, 2019 and close
on April 30, 2019.
To apply for funding
and for more information
on the ACACA program,
visit agriculture.gov.au/
market-access-trade/acaca
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Award-winning Rhodavale Pork closing as family questions future of free-range pig farming
AUSTRALIA’S pastured pork industry has
suffered another blow,
with the third large
producer in months announcing they will close.
Rhodavale Pork was
recognised by the international slow food movement for its work to produce good, ethical pork
on pasture, with room for
the popular Large White
breed of pigs to roam in
grassy paddocks and roll
in mud.
In 2015, Rhodavale
Pork was awarded state
finalists in the Delicious
Produce Awards, and supplied the G20 summit in
Brisbane in 2014.
But faced with a grain
bill of $50,000 a month
and declining sales, owners Melinda and Brad
Murnane have considered
all their options and made
the tough decision to wind
up the business they’ve
spent 10 years building
up at Lower Wonga, near
Gympie, Queensland.
“Obviously there’s been
a decrease in demand for
the product, so at the end
of the day it doesn’t matter how well you can do
something unless people
are willing to pay for it
and purchase it,” Ms Murnane said.
“Beyond that we had a
chat to the feed mill we
use and the gentleman
who runs that has been in
the game for 40 years and
he’s never seen it quite
like it is now.
“All our grain is being
shipped from Western
Australia at the moment
and they know they’ve got
six months’ supply left
there but beyond that they
don’t really know where
it’s going to come from.
“There’s nothing planted
in the ground anywhere
either, so that was a big
concern, so prices really
aren’t going to change –
they could actually get
worse.”
More Australians now
buy free range over caged
eggs, but when it comes
to pork, Australian Pork
Limited revealed that

fewer than 15 percent of
consumers chose pig meat
farmed on pasture, as opposed to pens in sheds
where it was easier to control the environment and
lower the cost of production.
Rhodavale Pork’s decision to exit the industry
follows Backfatters Free
Range
chemical-free
pork’s closure and Dawson Valley Free Range’s
move to wind up this year.
Pasture Raised on Open
Fields founder Lee McCosker said it was sad
to see another free-range
producer stepping down.
“When the butcher shops
are practically being given intensive pork, it’s very
hard for our smaller farms
to compete with that,” Ms
McCosker said.
“I’m just heartbroken for
the family at Rhodavale
Pork.”
Blow to industry
Ms McCosker said
while better conditions
for laying and meat chickens had been firmly in
the public focus, demand
for pork raised on pasture
and provided with shade
and shelter was lagging
behind.
“I think it makes the
rest of the pastured pork
industry feel very shaky
and insecure,” she said.
“Rhodavale Pork was
held up on a pedestal as
far as an example of how
you run a successful farm,
how you meet all the requirements of the industry, how you farm your
pigs ethically and humanely, and market your
product so well.
“Especially Melinda
Murnane – I’ve never seen
anybody so dedicated to
what she does, and such
a good marketer and such
a full-on farmer as well,
and managing all those
little kids at the same time
and just putting their heart
and soul into this industry.
“So a lot of smaller
producers, they’re going
to feel quite defeated by
this.”
According to APL there
are about 2700 pig pro-

ducers in Australia, ranging from pig keepers to
larger commercial facilities.
There is no industry directory detailing the number of free-range and pastured pork producers, but
blogsite FlavourCrusader
lists more than 110 farms.
Starting from scratch,
the Murnanes had grown
their pastured pork business to a 1200-strong
herd, offering consistency
of supply to restaurants
and independent supermarkets by turning off 50
pigs a week.
Two years ago, there was
enough demand for the
family to invest $250,000
in an on-farm boning
room, but the good times
ended with a nationwide
pork glut.
APL CEO Andrew
Spencer said conditions
had improved since prices
hit a low of $2.40/kg for
dressed carcasses in the
middle of last year.
“Now it’s $3.20-$3.25/
kg, so there’s been an
enormous improvement
in the price of pigs, and
that’s because the balance
between supply and demand has corrected,” Mr
Spencer said.
Australians are now eating more pork than beef,
but 70 percent of the ham
and bacon consumed was
imported product.
Pork consumption increased from 8.5kg per
capita each year seven
years ago to 11.5-12kg
last year.
Mr
Spencer
said
Queensland’s distance
from Western Australia
added to the problem for
pastured pork farmers, as
the drought continued to
create uncertainty about
sourcing affordable feed.
The loss of Rhodavale
Pork was also being felt
by the people who relied
on it.
Respected chef and
Gympie regional food
ambassador Matt Golinski was a repeat customer.
“I’m really gutted; I’ve
seen what those guys have
done and to see it all sort

of fall apart is just really,
really sad,” Mr Golinski
said.
“It’s been such a hard
road for them to try to get
support from restaurants
and from local butchers;
their product is so great.”
Family disillusioned
Melinda
Murnane
shared her disappointment on the state of her
industry.
“To be really honest
with you, I’m not sure
what future pastured pork
has,” she said.
“In the past three to
four months we have seen
our two biggest and most
direct competitors close
their doors.
“We actually thought
that should have resulted
in an increase in demand
for ours.
“It hasn’t.
“When we looked at our
kids, it catches you in the
back of the throat even
now talking about it, but
our oldest is 10 and our
baby is three and what
have we done in the past
10 years?
“We’ve worked our guts
out, we really have, we’ve
had no holidays, we’ve had

no weekends off and if
we continue to do that for
another 10 years they’re
going to be all grown up
and gone and we will have
missed all of that.”
She said prioritising her
family was the right decision.
“It is really unfortunate
because we’re so proud
of what we’ve done but
them’s the times and this
is the reality,” Ms Murnane said.
“We would much prefer
to walk away with our
heads held high, that all
our debts were paid, that
we weren’t pushing ourselves to the wall, and we
could look after ourselves
beyond this.”
It will take up to six
months to wind up
Rhodavale Pork and the
couple will continue to
run sheep and beef cattle
until they have time to
consider their future.
Top of their list is fulfilling a commitment to their
children.
“We have promised
them a holiday when the
last pig is sold,” Ms Murnane said.
“I don’t know how we’ll

go at that – we’re not very
skilled at sitting and doing
nothing.
“It’s going to be a change
of pace for us but the kids
are looking forward to it.

“I definitely think
they’ll keep us accountable there.”
Originally published by
Jennifer Nichols at abc.
net.au

Rhodavale Pork has prided itself on giving its pigs a
life on fresh pasture.

Rhodavale Pork pigs live in open paddocks with
access to mud wallows.

Rhodavale pastured pork’s Brad and Melinda Murnane with their children Riley, Charlotte, Travis and Dillon in
happier times last year. Photos: ABC Rural; Jennifer Nichols
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FAO calls on Vietnam to declare
swine fever a national emergency
THE United Nations
Food and Agriculture
Organization has advised Vietnam to declare
a rapidly spreading outbreak of African swine
fever as a national emergency.
The virus was first detected in the Southeast
Asian country over a
month ago at three farms
in two northern provinces
and has spread to 17 provinces in northern Vietnam
with 239 outbreaks confirmed, the FAO said in a
statement.

According to Reuters,
pork accounts for threequarters of total meat consumption in Vietnam, a
country of 95 million people where most of its 30
million farm-raised pigs
are consumed domestically.
Following meetings with
Vietnamese authorities,
FAO representative in Vietnam Albert T Lieberg
said, “The loss of pigs
due to ASF infection and
control measures leads to
a heavy economic burden
to many rural families.”

Vietnam has been implementing strict movement control of pigs and
pig products and culled
more than 25,000, but
the FAO said small farms
with low biosecurity will
allow ASF’s spread.
The disease, which
is incurable in pigs but
harmless to humans, has
also spread rapidly across
neighbouring China.
Beijing recently banned
the import of pigs, wild
boars and related products
from Vietnam.

Working to strengthen
agricultural innovation
THE Government has
begun work to implement the Ernst & Young
report and help agriculture become a $100 billion sector by 2030.
Minister for Agriculture
David Littleproud said a
roundtable was held recently to engage with government and industry on
the report findings and
discuss next steps.
“EY examined whether
our existing agricultural
innovation system was fit
for the future and would
continue boosting productivity,” Minister Littleproud said.
“The report has been released in full and outlines
our strengths and short-

comings, and a vision for
the future so we can hit
that $100 billion target.
“I commissioned the report and now is the time
for action and that’s why
we held this roundtable, to
get key R&D and innovation leaders to the table
and get things moving.
“Participants at the
roundtable will take action on the key recommendations from the report.”
This will include concentrating on ground
work in the regions to
have more farmers adopt
agtech and foodtech innovations.
“This could help more
farmers use all available

agricultural data when
they make decisions,”
Minister Littleproud said.
“There is agreement
we need to improve our
innovation system and
increase returns on our
R&D investment.
“If we keep doing the
same thing while our
competitors improve then
we’re going backwards.
“If we want Australia’s
agricultural sector to continue to grow, we need to
keep innovating and encourage farmers to adopt
all available technology
and innovation.”
The full report is available at agriculture.gov.au/
cultivateaginnovation

Recipe

Prep time 1.10 hrs
Cook time 20 min
Serves 4

Author: Nagi | RecipeTin Eats

Nagi’s Chinese Crispy Pork Belly
INGREDIENTS
• 800g - 1.2kg pork belly
• 1 1/2 tbsp Chinese cooking wine
• 1 tsp Chinese five spice powder
• 1 tsp white pepper
• 1 tsp salt
• 1 tbs white vinegar
• 200g rock salt

www.primegro.com.au
Results are based on typical progeny growth performance
achieved using Primegro Genetics grown under a high health
environment and fed using the Rivalea Nutritional Program.
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METHOD
1. Use something sharp to prick
lots and lots of holes in the skin.
You can pierce a bit into the fat but
be sure not to prick through to the
meat.
2. Turn pork over and gradually
drizzle / rub wine all over flesh (inc

sides) - the pork absorbs it.
3. Rub in five spice, salt and pepper. Turn over, pat skin dry. Refrigerate overnight, uncovered.
4. Place on large piece of foil, fold
up sides. Pat skin dry. Brush with
vinegar, top with salt.
5. Bake for 60 minutes at 180C.
Remove pork, move shelf to lowest
position, flick to medium high grill/
broiler.
6. Fold down foil, scrape off all salt.
Transfer pork back onto tray. Grill/
broil on low shelf for 20 – 25 min
or until golden and crispy. Cut into
1.5cm-thick slices, then cut into 3
or 4 pieces. Serve with plain or hot
mustard.

For more pork recipes, visit pork.com.au
www.porknews.com.au

Elanco becomes a fully dedicated State Governments
animal health company
should give
farmers rate relief
ELANCO Animal Health
Incorporated recently announced it is now a fully
independent company, becoming the second-largest
exclusively dedicated animal health company in
the world.

Last September, Elanco
listed on the New York
Stock Exchange and on
March 11 Eli Lilly and
Company, Elanco’s former parent company,
completed the divestiture
of its ownership.
This completes the
journey Elanco began
in 2017, when Lilly first
announced potential strategic alternatives for the
64-year-old animal health
company.
Elanco’s independence
is a result of its diversification of the business and
expansion of its global
footprint – from largely a
US and livestock-focused
business to an even split
between US and international sales.
Furthermore, the company built a strong pet
business that now accounts for a third of the
company globally.
Elanco president and
CEO Jeff Simmons said,
“This is a historic day for
everyone at Elanco.”
“It reflects our team’s
hard work over the past
two years, the confidence
that we have the right
strategy and are successfully progressing the execution against it.
“With this milestone
behind us, we look forward to a singular focus
delivering
innovative
solutions and services for
our customers – the farmers, veterinarians and pet
owners that are central to
our success.
“We welcome our new
Elanco shareholders who
join us and offer our appreciation to our customers, and Lilly for the decades of support.”
Elanco is a leader in an
attractive, growing global
animal health market,
which takes advantage of
strong industry growth
drivers: a global demand
for protein – meat, milk,
fish and eggs – increasing by about 75 percent
by 2051.
Furthermore, people
have pets and are taking
better care of them, which
means pets are also living
longer and may experience diseases of aging,
similar to people.
Animal wellbeing is also becoming increasingly
important to consumers.
Whether a cat, cow or
chicken, people want animals to live quality lives
and be well cared for.
Sixty percent of consumers say they are increasingly concerned about animal
welfare and how livestock
are cared for.
As a fully dedicated
animal health company,
Elanco will continue to
identify targeted innovations to deliver on its
promise of product and
service innovation to benefit farmers, pet owners,
veterinarians and the animals in their care.
Elanco Australasia acting country director Dr
Gunter Schuele said,
“This milestone marks a
new chapter in Elanco’s

www.porknews.com.au

history as we start our
journey as an independent
animal health company.”
“Australia already has
high rates of pet ownership, with the population
of cats and dogs continuing to increase.
“Australia’s livestock
industries are also well
positioned to help meet
the growing global protein demand.”
Elanco has established a
portfolio of trusted global
brands and built strong
customer relationships
over the years, offering
additional solutions and
services beyond the products to support producers
operationally and analytically.
Elanco maintains a livestock research facility in
Australia to ensure future innovations meet the
needs of local customers
and conditions.
“We are well positioned
to capitalise on the strong
industry growth drivers
and look forward to building a bright future together with our customers and
employees in Australia”,
Dr Schuele said.
With 5800 employees and brand presence
in 90 countries, Elanco

emphasises its ‘Food and
Companionship Enriching Life’ vision across the
world.
Elanco is proud of the
diversity of cultures, experiences and approaches within the company,
which are fundamental to
accomplish the goals and
objectives of the global
marketplace, and especially to achieve the expectations of the communities where its employees
live and work.
About Elanco
Elanco is a global animal health company that
develops products and
knowledge services to
prevent and treat disease
in food animals and pets
in more than 90 countries.
With a 64-year heritage,
we rigorously innovate
to improve the health of
animals and benefit our
customers, while fostering an inclusive, causedriven culture for more
than 5800 employees.
At Elanco, we’re driven
by our vision of food and
companionship enriching
life – all to advance the
health of animals, people
and the planet.
Learn more at elanco.
com.au

MINISTER for Agriculture David Littleproud has written to
all State Premiers and
Territory Chief Ministers asking them
to relieve farmers
and drought-affected
small businesses of
council rates.
Minister Littleproud
has also asked that
drought-affected farmers paying leasehold
to state governments
be forgiven those payments.
“One of the things
farmers constantly
raise with me is whether the state government can relieve them
of their rates,” Minister Littleproud said.
“This would provide
immediate, practical

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutio

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 00

relief to communities
hurting from drought.
“Rates are often a
huge expense for farmers, and with no income coming in, paying them can be very
hard.
“State Governments
should pay the rates on
behalf of farmers and
small businesses to local councils, who are
also struggling with
drought.
“The Federal Government is investing
$7 billion into drought
all up and it’s time the
states helped farmers
with rates.
“Farmers produce
the food we eat and
we need to help them
through tough times.”

For all your livestock needs
Provides high quality products,
Delivered on time,
At competitive pricing,
Supported by the best
available technical service in
animal and livestock nutrition.
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Live yeast for sows and piglets

Microscopic yeast,

LEVUCELL SB improves sows’ digestive comfort and stimulates feed intake during
lactation, even under heat stress conditions. Sows fed LEVUCELL SB quickly
establish lactation and better use their body reserves, which, in turn, helps enhance
the growth and survival rate of litters at weaning.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS

T: (07) 5451 0125 | E: LAN-Aus@lallemand.com
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com
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Protection of your pigs to slaughter
Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae protection with extra capacity
for mixing with Ingelvac CircoFLEX® for PCVAD protection

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. FLEXCombo®
is a registered trademark of the Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH – used under licence. All rights reserved. AUS/FCB-181008
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