Phone: 07 4697 3344 • Fax 07 4697 3532

www.stockyardindustries.com

Vol 25. No. 4 April 2021 Australian Pork Newspaper PO Box 162 Wynnum 4178 Phone (07) 3286 1833 Email ben@collins.media

The must have conversation
AS outlined in the Australian Pork Limited
2020-2025 strategic
plan, we have set several bold and audacious
goals moving forward.

New website for animal industries
antimicrobial stewardship
THE animal industries
research, development
and extension strategy
now has a home.

The launch of the new
Animal Industries Antimicrobial Stewardship
RD&E Strategy website
represents five years of
work on behalf of Australian livestock industries, with the aim to
understand and improve
veterinary antimicrobial
stewardship and share
knowledge and ideas.
In Australia, the animal
industries are responsible for maintaining the
health, welfare and productivity of the livestock
in their care and ensuring
safe food products for
human consumption.
Access to antimicrobials are an important
part of maintaining this
responsibility, however
they must be used without
detriment to human, animal or plant health.
Use of antimicrobials
may result in the development of antimicrobial
resistant bacteria, which
subsequently reduces the
efficacy of antimicrobials to treat infection.
The development of
AMR is a threat to managing infections in animals and humans, however access to the current
range of antimicrobials

needs to be preserved so
that treatments remain
available for injured or ill
people and animals.
Historical Australian
initiatives have resulted
in very low levels of
AMR bacteria from food
animals, however, further progress is needed
to ensure this situation
remains and Australian
industries are afforded
relevant opportunities to
capitalise on this status.
The Australian red
meat, dairy, pork and
poultry industries have
formed strong links to
share information, opportunities and experiences
related to progressing
AMS in Australian animal industries.
They recently collaborated on the preparation
of the Antimicrobial
Stewardship in Australian
Livestock Industries report and the establishment of the Australian
Veterinary Antimicrobial
Stewardship conference
in November 2018.
Since that conference,
there has been discussion
on how to better collaborate on AMS research,
development and extension activities of mutual
interest and benefit.
To this end, the Animal
Industry Antimicrobial
Stewardship Research,

Development and Extension Strategy has been
produced.
This strategy is focussed on prioritising
RD&E that enhances
AMS activities, rather
than a sole focus on
reduction in AMR or
AMU, which are already
comparatively low internationally.
The AIAS has been developed primarily to meet
the needs of Australia’s
food animal industries
but will also benefit the
implementation of Australia’s National AMR
Strategy 2 and the Australian Animal Sector
National Antimicrobial
Resistance Plan 3.
The Australian Veterinary Association, the
Australian Government
Department of Agriculture, and AMR management experts were also
consulted during the development of the strategy
to ensure the AIAS fit
within national and international AMR management initiatives and
linked to biosecurity
initiatives that impact
AMU.
Accordingly, the AIAS
aims to create a collaborative mechanism for animal industries to identify common RD&E pri* continued P2

The pork industry is
progressive in its actions
and will continue to be
within our culture, our
values and our ideals, as
much as our activity.
At the very heart of our
industry are our people,
and it is the people who
work within our sector
that allow us to progress,
to innovate and to thrive.
This, coupled with my
own personal interest,
saw APL facilitate our
very first Women in
Pork event around International Women’s
Day – to open the door
on conversations that
producers and the total
meat sector needs to be
having.
Meat Business Women,
a global professional
networking group for
women working in the
meat industry, produced
a first-of-its-kind report
last year, which built
a case for immediate
action in addressing
gender inequality in the
sector by highlighting a
few very sobering facts.
The research showed
globally women are
under-represented at
every level, aside from
junior positions.
In fact, women hold
only 14 percent of
Board-level
director
roles and only 5 percent
of chief executive roles.
The study also identifies ‘broken rungs’ in the
career ladder that prevent women in the meat
sector from advancing to
more senior roles.
It suggests women find
it easier to pursue careers in marketing, finance, human resources,
research and development, and quality fields.
However, those disciplines rarely act as
stepping-stones into the

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE CEO

most senior positions.
In addition to these insights, we had 90 producers and others representing the supply chain
join us for the virtually
run Women in Pork
event, and 60 percent
of these women agreed
the biggest challenge
they face is feeling accepted and being taken
seriously in a traditionally male-dominated
industry.
We also asked the
group to select what they
saw as the key priorities
for women working in
the sector:
• 45 percent determined creating visibility
of women in the industry
was most important
• 30 percent identified
mentoring the next generation as a priority
• 10 percent said the
industry needed more
opportunities for diversity and inclusion.
The event was something I’m extremely
proud to have been a
part of.
It felt inclusive, energetic and productive,
and to be involved in a
meat industry call with
the faces of 90 women
looking back at me, as
opposed to the frequent
notion of being the only
women in the room, was
incredibly refreshing
and exciting.
My team are working
to support MBW and
the Australian territory
partner AMIC by ini-

tially raising awareness
of the report findings
followed by identifying
initiatives through which
we can begin to create
meaningful impact.
Based on all the above,
we have made five key
commitments to help
bolster female-driven
careers in the pork and
wider meat industry.
These are:
• Reviewing the business’ maternity and paternity policy, and continue to foster a more
flexible work environment
• Registering at least
four senior members
to the Meat Business
Women global mentoring program in 2021
• Putting diversity and
inclusion on the agenda
at key sector events, in-

cluding APL’s delegates
forum
• Continuing visibility
of woman in pork across
the supply chain on all
APL’s communications
channel
• Support MBW and
territory partner AMIC
to create more inclusive
networking opportunities, providing a platform for women in the
industry to connect.
Continuing the theme
of attracting and retaining the best possible
talent for our industry,
particularly as we are
facing a critical labour
shortage, APL’s policy
team will continue to
highlight to government the significant role
that temporary migrant
workers play in sustaining our businesses,
local communities and
the broader Australian
economy.
To reiterate the earlier
sentiment of this article,
the very heart of our industry is our people, and
we will continue to fight
the red tape that continues to hamper our industry’s growth in 2021.
I’ll expand on this
work and APL’s positioning in this space in
upcoming issues of this
publication.

Call our dedicated team of Service
Technicians for:
• Regular maintenance
and repairs
• Training, testing
and commissioning
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Pork Industry
Calendar of Events
2021

MAY 4-5 (POSTPONED) – Pan
Pacific Pork Expo (PPPE), Gold Coast
E: pppe@australianpork.com.au
AUG tbc – Kingaroy Baconfest
www.kingaroybaconfest.com.au
SEP 7-10 – International Animal
Production Show www.feriazaragoza.
com/figan-2021

Policy priorities African
swine fever and biosecurity
THE foundation for my
new role at Australian
Pork Limited, as a policy
analyst working across
biosecurity and animal
welfare, was sparked by
a passion for pigs and the
industry from growing up
on a family hobby farm.

At university, I explored
this interest through my
electives and ‘pig club’, and
graduated with a Bachelor
of Science (Animal Science).
Before joining APL earlier this year, I worked for
the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment in the biosecurity
and animal welfare areas.

Policy Perspective
by CHARLEY-ROSE FORD

Australia’s biosecurity
system is fundamental to
the success of our agricultural industries, and to
the health of our natural
environment, communi-

NOV 15-18 – Australasian Pig Science
Association (APSA) Conference
www.apsa.asn.au
NOV 21-23 – AVAMS21, Gold Coast
www.avams2020.com.au
How to supply event details: Send all
details to Australian Pork Newspaper,
PO Box 162, Wynnum, Qld 4178, call 07
3286 1833 or email: ben@collins.media
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Visit www.porknews.com.au
to view the current edition
as a digital flip book.
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erty that are destroyed or
animals that die because
of an EAD outbreak or in
response to an outbreak.
The pig section was last
updated in 2011 and is
being amended to reflect
industry requirements and
current market valuation
practices for pigs.
The APL policy team
are committed to ensuring
the pork industry is adequately prepared and able
to quickly respond to an
incursion of ASF and other
EADs.
To support this, we are
working closely with Animal Health Australia to
ensure our industry representatives are prepared and
trained to take an active
role in an EAD response
through Consultative Committee on Emergency
Animal Disease, National
Management Group and
Liaison - Livestock Industry training.
For further information,
contact Charley Ford
at
charley.ford@
australianpork.com.au

New website for animal industries antimicrobial stewardship
* from P1
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ties and economy.
With the ever-present
threat of African swine
fever, biosecurity and
emergency animal disease
preparedness are a high
priority for the APL policy
team.
Biosecurity should be a
prioritised shared responsibility of governments,
industry and the broader
community.
APL strongly believes
this can be achieved by
collaborating and strengthening our working relationship with state and territory
governments, as well as
DAWE.

In partnership with these
agencies, we are working
to ensure the pork industry
is adequately prepared for
and can respond to the
threat of ASF.
One way we are accomplishing this is by contributing to Exercise Razorback in March, which is
testing and refining the
movement controls of live
pigs, pig products and
semen during a simulated
EAD response.
The outcomes of this exercise will support changes
to AUSVETPLAN – a coordinated national response
plan for the control and
eradication of high impact
animal diseases such as
ASF.
Other aspects of our
focus on EAD preparedness has been to guide the
review and amendment of
the pig section in the AUSVETPLAN Valuation and
Compensation operational
manual.
This manual describes
the operational procedures
for valuation and compensation for animals or prop-

orities for the effective
monitoring of AMU and
surveillance of AMR to
inform stewardship actions that meet Australia’s animal health and
market access needs,
without impacting food
safety or human health.
Through this strategy,
animal industries could
maintain access to antimicrobials provided
their use was:
• Reviewed using evidence-based science
• Responsible and appropriately managed the
risks of AMR development
• Continuously refined
and reduced
• Managing the risk of
having to replace effective antimicrobials with
less effective antimicrobials.

This strategy sets out
the framework and how
it was used to identify priority AMU and
AMR R&D and how
those outputs feed up
through the logic to
enhance AMS, through
extension.
Formalised under the
AIAS RD&E Strategy,
the website is selfsustainable with contributions through the
Australian Veterinary
Antimicrobial Stewardship conference, which
will be held at the Intercontinental Sanctuary
Cove, Gold Coast in
Queensland from November 21-23, 2021.
Australian Chicken
Meat Federation deputy
executive director and
chair of the organising committee for
AVAMS21 Dr Kylie

Hewson said, “This
conference will provide
those who manage animal health in all sectors the opportunity to
contribute to, and learn
about, the growing
number of antimicrobial stewardship initiatives underway in Australia and develop collaborative opportunities to strengthen these
initiatives and address
barriers that impede
further progress in antimicrobial stewardship.”
“Australian
approaches to the appropriate use of antimicrobials in animals have
always had their basis in
the principles of antimicrobial stewardship and
lead the world in many
of these initiatives,” Dr
Hewson said.
“However, there is

more that can be done
to capture current efforts and clarify areas
that require further progress.
“All animal sectors
have the dual responsibilities of minimising
the development of antimicrobial resistance,
while upholding our
collective responsibility
to ensure high standards
of animal health and
welfare are maintained.
“While the COVID-19
pandemic has shifted
global focus to human
health, we must continue to focus on making
improvements in animal
health to minimise the
potential risks to animal
and human health, such
as AMR.
“The efficacy of antimicrobials to treat
human bacterial in-

fections, which are a
common complication
of respiratory diseases
such as those caused by
COVID-19, is now more
important than it has
been in a generation.
“We must ensure the
animal sector is doing
all it can to use antimicrobials responsibly to
manage animal health
and welfare while minimising its contribution
to the AMR burden.
“I look forward to welcoming you to the Gold
Coast in 2021, where
there will be plenty of
opportunity to expand
professional networks
and hopefully leave the
conference with a resolve to action changes
in your sector.”
For more information,
visit aiasrdestrategy.
com.au
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BUY THE SUPER-SAVER
225XL HEATER AND PARTS
DIRECT TO SUPER SAVE
Now you can buy the best heater in the market, along with any parts, at the best
possible price direct from the manufacturer, AGCO Grain & Protein.
Hired-Hand heaters have been the trusted market leader in climate control systems
within pig operations for over 40 years.
The Super-Saver 225XL is known as the most efficient, rugged, best performing and
trouble-free heaters in Australia. They are AGA Certified plus feature direct spark ignition,
and at 225,000 BTU the Super-Saver can meet the needs of any agricultural operation.

WIN A SUPER-SAVER
225XL HEATER.
PRIZE
VALUE

$1,490*

INCL. GST

Thanks to AGCO Grain & Protein you could win yourself
the best pig heater on the market by entering your
details at www.hiredhand.com.au
The heater prize package is valued at $1,490* so don’t delay
and enter today. Winning a Super-Saver 225XL heater means
you’ll be able to maintain consistent temperature control and
optimal growing conditions in your piggery.
*Please see the website www.hiredhand.com.au for full competition terms and conditions.

CONTACT AGCO GRAIN & PROTEIN
FOR ALL YOUR PIG EQUIPMENT NEEDS.
P: (03) 9313 0313
E: ANZpigequipment@agcocorp.com
W: agcograinandprotein.com.au

www.porknews.com.au

With distribution warehouses found in
Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth we can
quickly and easily deliver to your farm.
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FARMERS and Animal welfare during transport is everyone’s responsibility
FEED MILLERS
SFMCA
FeedSafe
Accredited

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

CONTACT:

SOYA FEEDS LTD

PTY

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby

Ph (07) 4662 4333
A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax:
02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
For all your livestock needs
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Provides high quality products,

Delivered on time,
At competitive pricing,
Supported by the best
available technical service in
animal and livestock nutrition.

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
Kym 0439 066 054
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Luke 0439 066 006
luke@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill 0499 009 293
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
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WITH heightened industry focus on biosecurity, it is important
that we consider the
implications biosecurity
measures can have on
our supply chain partners, such as livestock
transporters.

When transporting livestock, it is essential they
are managed in a way that
reduces stress and minimises any risks to animal
welfare.
All parties need to
comply with the Australian Animal Welfare
Standards and Guidelines – Land Transport
of Livestock and relevant
state and territory legislation, which requires a
thorough understanding
of roles and responsibilities by both producers
and transporters – ani
malwelfarestandards.net.
au/files/2015/12/ Landtranspor t-of-livestockSt a nda rds-a nd- Guidelines-Version-1.-1-21-September-2012.pdf
While legislation varies
between states, a person
in charge must exercise a
duty of care to ensure the
welfare of livestock under
their control, and compliance with these transport
standards.
The summarised chain
of responsibility for livestock welfare in the transport process is:
• The livestock consignor is responsible for
the livestock until they are
loaded onto the transport
vehicle, including the as-

Quality Assurance
by BJORN LUDVIGSEN

sessment and selection
as ‘fit for the intended
journey’, feed and water
provision and holding periods before loading
• The driver or transporting company is responsible for the livestock
from the point of loading
of livestock (including
inspection and assessment of livestock during
loading), to the point of
unloading and notifying
the receiver of the livestock at the destination,
and
• The receiver is responsible for the livestock after
unloading.
However, when it comes
to the livestock transporter’s responsibility under
these standards, they now
face a serious challenge.
Generally, piggeries implementing best-practice
biosecurity would prevent a transporter from
walking the holding yards
to inspect stock prior to
loading, which is contrary to what the transport
standards require.
As such, transporters

may only get to inspect
the pigs as they ascend
the ramp or step onto the
truck after the animal has
crossed the farm’s biosecurity clean-dirty line, a
defined point of no return.
Rejecting an animal
identified as unfit for
the journey beyond this
point becomes a challenge
as it cannot re-enter the
farm, cannot continue the
journey and often cannot
be drafted to a holding
pen.
It is therefore imperative
that producers facilitate
their own strong biosecurity practices by supporting their transporters
and doing their own thorough pre-load inspection
of every pig.
If an animal is not fit for
the journey, the producer
must then either treat the
animal and reassess, consult their veterinarian, or
humanely euthanise the
animal via an approved
means.
A pig with an ailment
but deemed still fit to load
must be clearly identified

via spray marking or ear
tag, be pre-notified to the
abattoir, be noted on the
PigPass National Vendor
Declaration and loaded at
the rear of the truck, so
they can be unloaded first
and easily separated.
Proper assessment of fitness to load ensures pig
welfare is not compromised and that neither the
producer or transporter
are going to be reported
for loading and transporting an animal not fit
for the intended journey.
Abattoirs and saleyards
also have a duty of care to
the livestock they receive.
If they receive an animal
they deem unfit for the
journey taken, these livestock will be managed according to their policies
and procedures, which
may include reporting to
the department for investigation.
Just as everyone has a
role to play in protecting

and maintaining the industry’s
biosecurity
during loading and transport, everyone has a role
to play in ensuring animal
welfare is not compromised as a result.
The APL ‘Is it fit for
the intended journey’
guide is available via the
website at australianpork.
com.au/wp-content /
uploa d s/2 018/08/
F F TI J-A- Guide-FinalDocument.pdf
The guide has been
developed to assist producers and stockpeople
handling pigs to make
informed decisions concerning the fitness of
stock prior to and during
loading.
Printed copies are also
freely available.
If you’d like one, contact
Rachael Bryant at rachael.
bryant@australianpork.
com.au or call 02 6270
8823.

All parties need to comply with the relevant state
and territory legislation, which requires a thorough
understanding of roles and responsibilities by both
producers and transporters.

Under the microscope: Australia’s efforts
to curb antimicrobial resistance
THE Australian Government has published
the final progress report
for Australia’s first national Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy 2015–
2019, detailing efforts
to limit the incidence of
antimicrobial resistance
in Australia.

AMR is recognised as
one of the most serious

health problems facing
the world.
As bacteria, viruses and
fungi continue to develop
resistance to existing
medications, this presents
a greater risk of serious
health impacts, as well as
affecting food production
and the livelihoods and
security of producers.
In 2020, the Australian
Government released the
national Antimicrobial
Resistance Strategy 2020
and Beyond, and announced more than $22.5
million over four years
in the 2020–21 budget to
implement it.
Minister for Agriculture, Drought and
Emergency Management
David Littleproud said
that globally the use of
antibiotics in livestock
had been recognised as a
potential source for antimicrobial resistance.
“Australia is a world
leader in minimising the
use of antibiotics in foodproducing animals, which
means that there is a low
risk of developing antimicrobial resistance from
animals in this country,”
Minister Littleproud said.
“We have introduced
regulatory and industry
changes to ensure registered animal antimicrobials that are medically
important for human
health no longer claim to
promote growth in animals.”

Minister for Health and
Aged Care Greg Hunt
said the report identified
important AMR initiatives and the collaborative efforts by government and private sector
organisations
across
the One Health sectors
of human and animal
health, food and the environment.
“These combined efforts aim to minimise the
emergence and spread
of drug-resistant organisms in Australia, and
the region will ensure
antimicrobial medicines
continue to be effective
and available to treat infections into the future,”
Minister Hunt said.
“We have seen antibiotic dispensing rates
for Australians steadily
decrease, down approximately 13 percent since a
peak in 2015, equating to
around two million fewer
prescriptions dispensed,
which is a really positive
development.
“This and other initiatives show there is increasing understanding
and awareness among
doctors and the community of the importance
of only using antibiotics
when absolutely necessary.”
Minister for the Environment Sussan Ley
said Australian research
is adding to our under-

standing of how antimicrobials enter our environment and accumulate
over time.
“It’s not just limited
to hospital floors, drugresistant bacteria, viruses
and fungi can evolve in
any environment,” Minister Ley said.
“Our new national
AMR strategy will be
supported with initiatives
including developing a

One Health surveillance
system, a national antimicrobial resistance research and development
agenda and a national
monitoring and evaluation framework.”
Minister Ley is a
member of the One
Health Global Leaders
Group on Antimicrobial
Resistance.
For more information,
visit amr.gov.au

The Australian Government announced more than
$22.5 million over four years for the national
Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy 2020 and
Beyond.
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ASF a major swing factor CRISPR could help
in global pork markets control ASF outbreaks
AFRICAN swine fever
is still actively driving
pork markets around the
world and creating many
areas of uncertainty in
China and Germany.

China is the most obvious country where ASF
continues to have a major
influence.
Its spread over winter
highlights the challenges
of managing this disease,
and it has complicated the
picture of China’s pork
supply and demand.
Rabobank global strategist animal protein Justin
Sherrard said, “ASF is
creating significant uncertainty in key areas, such as
China’s herd numbers and
the outlook for 2021, especially for the sow population but also on China’s
pork production and pork
prices.”
While Rabobank believes pig supply will generally increase in 2021,

www.porknews.com.au

prices are expected to
fluctuate due to the uncertainties of disease development, restocking interests, feed costs and import
policies.
“Our view is that average
hog prices in 2021 will be
lower than in 2020 and
subject to strong ups and
downs during the year,”
Mr Sherrard said.
As China’s economy is
expected to recover further from COVID-19 impacts in 2021, this will
support foodservice demand and institutional
consumption, as well as
household consumption.
As pork prices will
soften from the high levels
of 2020, they will get support from improved demand.
About the situation in
Germany
The ongoing pressure
from ASF’s spread in Germany is also significant

and while progress has
been made in containing
the disease, more work is
needed.
The situation in Germany has implications for
other parts of Europe as
well.
“After the ASF outbreak
in Germany was confirmed in September 2020,
10 countries imposed import bans on German pork
including China, Japan and
Vietnam, leaving about an
extra 70,000 metric tonnes
of pork on the European
market each month,” Mr
Sherrard said.
Though a number of
countries recently relaxed
import bans on German
pork, the import ban by
China will likely remain
in place for the first half of
2021 at a minimum, as the
situation is still evolving.
The outbreak has already had a significant
impact on piglet and live

pig imports to Germany,
and lower live animal imports will likely continue
in 2021.
From September to November 2020, piglet imports from Denmark and
the Netherlands – the two
major suppliers of piglets
to Germany – dropped
by 25 and 31 percent respectively compared to the
same period in 2019.
This represents a total of
0.7m less head imported
to Germany – approximately 1 percent of the
total slaughtered animals
in 2020.
About the impact on
world pork trade
The implications of ASF
for world pork trade are
a major swing factor in
global pork markets.
China’s booming import demand for pork and
other species was a major
demand driver in global
animal protein markets in
2020, but Rabobank anticipates China’s pork imports will decline in 2021.
“At the same time, we
see all exporting countries
looking to maintain trade
with China,” Mr Sherrard
said.
“Price will be one major
factor that determines
which countries will
maintain high pork trade
flows to China in 2021,
along with availability and
geopolitical considerations.”

RESEARCHERS at the
International Livestock
Research Institute said
that new vaccine trials
against the east African
strain of African swine
fever are yielding promising results.

Scientists at the ILRI
are using CRISPR Cas9
gene editing and synthetic biology to modify
the African swine fever
genome to produce attenuated virus for vaccines
that could reduce deaths
from the pig disease.
The method has yielded
10 potential vaccine candidates.
Leading scientist in the
vaccine research on ASF
at ILRI Lucilla Steinaa
said, “This is the first test
based on a genome to be
conducted on genotype
IX, which is prevalent in
eastern and central Africa.”
The genetic characterisation of all the ASF
virus isolates known so
far has demonstrated
23 geographically related genotypes with
numerous subgroups,
according to the Food
and Agriculture Organisation.
“We have just started
the lab experiment, a
controlled animal experiment, which I estimate
may run until the end of
2022 or thereabouts,” Ms
Steinaa said.
“By then, we hope to
have found a candidate
vaccine that can be produced.”
Outbreaks of African

swine fever have been
detected in 26 African
nations, as well as parts
of Asia and Europe.
An effective vaccine
would be a major breakthrough for pig farmers
and ensure global pork
supplies remained stable.
“The only reason it’s
not yet a catastrophe here
is that pig production is
not one of the biggest
commodities in Africa,”
Ms Steinaa said.
“But Africa is doing a
lot more pig rearing year
by year.
“It would be a disaster
if they had a big production similar to say Europe.”
With 400 million pigs,
China has the largest
share of the world’s total
population of 770 million pigs.
With a 100 percent fatality rate and a highly
contagious nature, ASF
poses a potent threat to
the global pig farming
industry.
The rapid spread of the
disease portends social

and economic disruptions wherever it strikes.
Smallholder farmers
are particularly vulnerable to the devastation
wrought by the disease,
which has seen many of
them shun pig farming.
“A vaccine would obviously prevent that,” Ms
Steinaa said.
“If it can be availed at
a price that is affordable,
then this would be the
easiest way to maintain
production.”
Successes in the ongoing vaccine trials on
genotype IX will provide
valuable lessons in the
race for a comprehensive
cure for ASF – a disease
that has wreaked havoc
in many parts of the
globe since its discovery
in Kenya about a century
ago.
Steinaa added that scientists are also trying to
attenuate theileria parva,
the protozoan parasite
that causes east coast
fever, using the same
technique used for ASF.

New vaccine trials yield promising results against
the east African strain of African swine fever.
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Gadd memories of Pig Day
BACK in the day, Watsonia Pig Day was the
big day of the year on
the calendar of Western
Australia’s pig industry.

John Gadd was not only a good speaker but also a
meticulous record keeper. He kept a daily diary for
many years, which he called the ‘Omnium Gatherum’,
meaning a collection of miscellaneous people or
things. Complete with an index, it comprised 170
volumes with at least 36,000 illustrations, mostly
photos, and about 5 million words.

Driven by Brad Thomason, the then powerhouse
Meat and Dairy Division
chief executive officer of
Watsonia parent George
Weston Foods, Pig Day
attracted big numbers of
invited pig producers and
industry stakeholders, including trade exhibitors.
Gathered under the big
top on the grass at Watsonia’s Spearwood processing site, they were
welcomed and hosted by
Brad, with typically wellchosen reflective commentary by him on the
year past and the year to
come.
Winners of the highly
competitive
Watsonia

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness
Public Relations Skills that will
build your business, enhance
your brand, promote your
products and sell your services,
all backed by unsurpassed
professionalism, experience
and track record.
Contact Brendon Cant
M

0417 930 536

E

brendon@iinet.net.au

Cant
Comment
by BRENDON CANT

pork and bacon carcass
competition were also announced and presented
with their prizes.
A keynote speaker also
took centre stage to inform and entertain the
gathered throng.
One of the most memorable and informative of
those was none other than
acclaimed UK pig consultant John Gadd.
Others I recall introducing while working as
Brad’s public relations
‘sidekick’ and Pig Day
master of ceremonies,
included local identities
Roger Campbell and Ross
Cutler.
I recall John fondly as
a quirky Englishman,
with a sharp wit, who methodically offered several
game changing and very
practical solutions to piggery problems.
While I suspect he rattled off the same favoured
game changers to similar
audiences all over the
world, he always delivered
with an air of authority,
believability, knowledge
and more than a passing
interest in the good and
bad habits he saw in Australian piggeries.
Sadly, I recently learnt
of John’s August 2020
passing, at the quite ripe
old age of 90, via a delightful piece put together
in Pig Progress magazine
by its editor, Vincent ter
Beek.

It made me contemplate
the many informative and
entertaining Watsonia Pig
Days back in the 1980s,
especially in relation to
the guest speakers.
On reflection, all the
guest speakers were a bit
quirky, making them the
attention-grabbing entertainers such speakers
simply need to be.
Downunder, we all
recognise Ross Cutler’s
signature bow ties and
his amusing delivery of
practical veterinarian advice, and similarly no one
could forget Roger Campbell’s booming voice
which always reached
every corner of the big
top tent, with his words
full of practical producer
tips too.
Roger was with Bunge
back then, and of course

virtually concluded his
highly acclaimed professional pig career as chief
executive officer of Pork
CRC.
In his warm Pig Progress tribute to John, Vincent underlined what we
all knew about John – his
specialty was pig management issues, which he
advised on so sagely in
300 or so columns in Pig
Progress over the past 30
years.
In his long career, he
had seen countless swine
farms in the 33 countries
he had visited professionally.
He kept a close record
of everything he saw on
farms, of what he advised
and what he learnt.
With that, he could write

about do’s and don’ts,
about things that can go
wrong and things that
should be improved, in an
easy-to-read style, combining a joke with handson advice.
How to find the best age
for weaning, how to optimise ventilation in farms,
how to do appraisals.
Every time a pig-related
question included “how”,
John surely knew the answer.
Quite appropriately, his
column series was called
‘What the Textbooks
Never Tell You About.’
RIP John Gadd and RIP
Pig Day.
Both were ground
breakers in their day and
remain unmatched today.

Porker and baconer carcass competitions were a feature of Watsonia Pig Day.

At WA Pork Producers’ Association annual dinner in 2014, industry veterans Brad
Thomason (centre left) and Roger Campbell enjoyed a good old-fashioned chin
wag, most probably reflecting on Pig Days back in the day.

Excellent quality
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

■ Farrowing and weaner crates,
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap;
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.

Straight Farrowing Crate.

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST
Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au
2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460
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Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd
Victoria:
Freecall:

ABN 11 003 543 548

Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
Mobile: 0437 431 901

Ben Slots
1800 999 245

Phone: (03) 9462 4266
Mobile: 0418 388 842
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BRINGING
PIGLETS TO
A HIGHER
LEVEL

FIXED INJECTABLE
SINGLE DOSE

• Fixed 1.5mL piglet dose
• No oral spill or wastage
• Reduces time and labour costs

LABOUR
SAVING

• Less animal handling
stress events
• Less labour for farmers
• Improve animal welfare

PROVEN
PERFORMANCE

• Proven excellent efficacy
against coccidiosis 1, 2
• Proven higher efficacy
than iron dextran 3

Find out more at forceris.com.au
Distributed by:

FORCERIS is a registered trademark of; and manufactured by Ceva Sante Animale.
*Commercially available toltrazuril / gleptoferron combination. 1. Joachim et al., Parasites & Vectors,
2018. 2. Ceva internal data. 3. Sperling et al. Veterinary Record, 2018.

www.porknews.com.au

Australian Pork Newspaper, April 2021 – Page 7

AusScan Early Harvest Report: February 2021
Energy Values for Cereal Grains
Barley
Region

Mean

Pig Faecal DE

Pig Ileal DE

Broiler AME

MJ/Kg

MJ/Kg

MJ/Kg

SD

Min Max

Mean

SD

Min Max

Mean

SD

Min Max

Broiler AME Index
Mean

SD

Min Max

NSW

12.5 0.13 12.3 12.6

10.1 0.10 10.0 10.3

11.6 0.23 11.1 11.8

NSW1

13.3 0.08 13.0 13.5

10.7 0.18 10.3 11.4

11.9 0.17 11.4 12.3

QLD

12.5 0.17 12.0 12.9

10.3 0.39

9.4 11.7

11.6 0.39 10.9 12.6

SA

12.5 0.17 12.1 12.8

10.1 0.21

9.6 10.5

11.6 0.40 10.8 12.7

SA1

13.1 0.27 12.4 13.5

10.8 0.29 10.1 11.2

12.5 0.38 11.9 13.1

66.4 2.94 61.4 72.3

SA2

12.8 0.22 12.4 13.1

10.7 0.17 10.4 10.9

12.3 0.20 12.0 12.6

65.5 1.27 62.9 67.1

VIC

12.5 0.18 11.9 13.7

10.4 0.35

11.6 0.39 10.4 12.7

9.6 12.1

Sorghum
Region
QLD

Mean

Pig Faecal DE

Pig Ileal DE

Broiler AME

MJ/Kg

MJ/Kg

MJ/Kg

SD

Min Max

14.4 0.18 14.2 14.7

Mean

SD

Min Max

11.8 0.55 11.0 12.4

Mean

SD

Min Max

Broiler AME Index
Mean

SD

Min Max

14.6 0.31 14.1 15.1

Triticale
Region
SA1

Mean

Pig Faecal DE

Pig Ileal DE

Broiler AME

MJ/Kg

MJ/Kg

MJ/Kg

SD

Min Max

13.7 0.15 13.4 13.9

Mean

SD

Min Max

11.8 0.17 11.6 12.2

Mean

SD

Min Max

13.5 0.51 13.0 15.1

Broiler AME Index
Mean

SD

Min Max

76.4 3.55 70.6 87.2

Wheat
Region

Mean

Pig Faecal DE

Pig Ileal DE

Broiler AME

MJ/Kg

MJ/Kg

MJ/Kg

SD

Min Max

Mean

SD

Min Max

Mean

SD

Min Max

Broiler AME Index
Mean

SD

Min Max

NSW

13.6 0.46 12.5 13.8

11.6 0.68 10.1 12.1

12.9 0.55 11.7 13.3

NSW1

13.9 0.15 13.2 14.4

12.0 0.24 10.8 12.6

12.8 0.24 11.9 13.5

QLD

13.8 0.10 13.1 14.0

11.8 0.21 10.6 12.4

12.8 0.37 11.1 13.7

SA

13.7 0.05 13.6 13.9

11.7 0.15 11.3 12.2

12.7 0.29 12.1 13.6

SA1

14.0 0.18 13.6 14.3

12.2 0.15 11.7 12.5

13.2 0.37 12.4 13.9

71.3

4.2 63.1 81.1

SA2

14.0 0.20 13.8 14.4

12.1 0.30 11.8 12.6

12.9 0.28 12.6 13.5

70.8

2.7 64.9 75.3

VIC

13.7 0.10 12.5 13.9

11.8 0.20 10.1 12.5

12.7 0.30 11.7 13.9
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APRIL opens applications for
Industry Placement Program Award
THE Australasian Pork
Research Institute Limited is pleased to announce a call for applications for its Industry
Placement
Program
Award scheme.

As a key part of APRIL’s
strategy to assist with
human capacity building
in the Australasian pork
industry, funding is available to support another
IPP award – to join IPP
awards already in place
with Lauren Staveley of
SunPork Farms South in
South Australia and Dr
Maria Jorquera-Chavez
of Rivalea Australia Pty
Ltd in Corowa NSW.
The overall aims of the
IPP are to:
• Retain
graduates
trained by APRIL, the
Pork CRC, Australian
Pork Limited and other
applicable organisations,
at the honours or postgraduate level, and attract
others to the Australasian
pork industry by sponsoring their placement
in a commercial pork
production organisation
or an affiliated business
within the Australasian

pork industry in a structured and enhanced development program
• Attract and stimulate
graduates with an interest in pork production
into the business side of
the industry as a career,
while continuing their
development and understanding of how research
and technology will enhance industry competitiveness and success
• Expose
graduates
wanting a long-term research or technical support role in the industry
to commercial aspects
of pork production and
enhance their contributions and value to pork
businesses in their future
roles.

APRIL will provide the
successful business applicant with $75,000 over
the first two years of a
three-year agreement to
help cover salary and
other costs associated
with training the awardee
for the three years.
Applications must be
lodged electronically by
the applying business organisation, and include
the name and qualifications of the proposed
candidate, to the APRIL
chief scientist and chief
executive officer Dr John
Pluske at j.pluske@april.
org.au or 0410 436871.
Any questions on the
IPP award or process can
also be directed to Dr
John Pluske.

Applications open on
April 12, 2021 and close
May 21, 2021, with the
final date for decision
being late June to early
July 2021.
Information relating
the IPP requirements and
the application form can
be found at apri.com.au/
education/
APRIL launches the
Commercialisation Advisory Panel
APRIL is often contacted by researchers
with very innovative
ideas seeking instant
feedback, with the view
to submitting a project
for funding.
Usually the advice is
to canvas your idea to
industry stakeholders,
and this takes time with
responses often varied.
Momentum can be lost
and the idea put aside,
which is not a good outcome.
Hence APRIL's concept
of providing an industry
based advisory panel to
assess and explore the
proposed novel concept
and then provide the innovator with direct feedback.
The APRIL Commercialisation
Advisory
Panel consists of industry
leaders with vast experience in all facets of pork
production, applied research and commercialisation.
ACAP is chaired by Dr
Gerard Davis of BioInfo
Consulting and Investment, and panel members
are Dr Rob van Barneveld, Mr Kenton Shaw
of SunPork Farms, Dr
Cherie Collins, Mr David
Henman of Rivalea Australia and Mr Neil Ferguson of Westpork.
The panel met for the
first time in March this
year to assess a possible
project involving the application of the internet
of things and accompanying support platforms.
This is a rapidly
growing area and the
availability of new technologies could provide
opportunities across the
industry.
The panel is expected to
meet approximately four
times per year, and researchers and innovators
are encouraged to contact
commercialisation and
research impact manager
Dr Charles Rikard-Bell
at c.rikardbell@april.org.
au or 0439 513 723.
Any questions regarding commercialisation or innovation applications can also be
directed to Dr Charles
Rikard-Bell.
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French study finds no evidence
of prescribing bias of vets
A FRENCH study of veterinary prescribing practices, contracts and medicine purchases failed to
find evidence that joint
prescription and delivery
introduces any potential
prescription bias linked
to conflicts of interest.

In France, as in Australia, vets can both prescribe and sell veterinary
medicines, but there is
substantial pressure on
French vets to observe
good antimicrobial stewardship due to the targets
on reduced use set by the
European Union.
This statistically complex study analysed a data
set of nearly 500 purchasing contracts between
35 vet practices, 23 pharmaceutical companies and
involved 125 medicines
during the 2008-2014 period.
Its purpose was to ex-

amine whether the prescription behaviour of
vets can be biased by joint
prescription and sale.
It is of interest because
in France more than 80
percent of medicine delivery is performed by
veterinarians despite variations in livestock systems and species.
Behind the study is the
idea that vets – following
undue pressure by their
customers or the pharmaceutical industry – will
prescribe more antimicrobials than necessary and
that this in turn will lead
to increased antimicrobial
resistance.
This has been found to
be true in human medicine in Denmark.
There, in about 2011, an
increase in the number –
from 3 to 10 – of medicines containing ciprofloxacin was associated

Substantial pressure is on French vets to observe
good antimicrobial stewardship due to the targets on
reduced use set by the European Union.

www.porknews.com.au

with a 53 percent decrease
in the price of those medicines.
Because of the price
decrease, more ciprofloxacin was used and
the proportion of urinary
e coli resistant to ciprofloxacin increased by 200
percent in the following
four years.
The analysis focussed
largely on the rebates vets
received relative to the
amount of medicine sold
when compared to their
contract.
The price per unit after
rebate of each drug and
contract was calculated.
Several models of usage
and price were compared,
but the yearly income for
the vet practices was not
associated with rebates in
any model.
Where rebates occurred,
the decrease in price
per unit after rebate was
$A0.095 per 100kg body
weight for anticoccidiosis treatments, $A0.045
per 100kg body weight
for anti-inflammatories,
$A0.019 per 100kg body
weight, $A0.13 per animal
for antiparasitics, and
$A0.048 per animal for
intramammary antimicrobials.
For antimicrobial drugs,
the rebate price was not
related to increasing sales
on a per kilogram bodyweight basis.
On an animal basis, the
antimicrobial price paid
by the clinics decreased

by $A0.048 cents per animal for each additional
$A1,550.54 of planned
sales – hardly enough to
seriously sway prescribing
practice.
It looks as though French
cattle vets are prescribing
on the basis of selecting
the best drug for the purpose rather than any profit
motive.
The findings are consistent with a recent
French project involving
multiple stakeholders,
which resulted in the reduced total consumption
of antimicrobials in livestock by up to 37 percent
from 2012 to 2017.
In the case of vets in the
European countries where
prescription and delivery
are decoupled – that is
vets can prescribe but not
sell antimicrobial drugs –
no systematic changes in
the pattern of antimicrobial use have been observed.
Probably because several factors influence the
end user.
Among them cost, ease
of use, delivery, regulation, risk management and
timing.
Vets apparently are not
the rogues the European
regulators thought they
might be.
Disclosure: In an earlier
life, the author was a consulting vet who prescribed
medicines to his clients’
herds.
Ross Cutler

Photo: NSW State Emergency Service

Support measures for farmers
impacted by flood damage
AG R I BUSI N E S S
banking specialist
Rabobank has announced it will offer a
range of support measures to farming clients
adversely impacted by
floods and torrential
rainfall in NSW and
Queensland.

Rabobank group executive country banking
Australia Marcel van
Doremaele said early
indications were that
damage from the recent
extreme rainfall event
affecting the eastern
states had primarily
been in coastal regions
of NSW, particularly
the mid-north coast,
with reports of livestock losses, flooded
paddocks, access issues
and damage to fodder
crops and fencing.
“As well as the devastating impact this rainfall event has had on
a number of communities in northern NSW
and southern Queens-

land, there are concerns
about damage, particularly in the mid-north
coast region of NSW,”
Mr van Doremaele
said.
“We are keeping
a close watch on the
situation and are continuing to make contact
with clients in impacted
areas to offer support
and gauge the extent of
any damage they have
sustained.”
Mr van Doremaele
said the bank would
work directly with clients whose farms or agribusinesses had been
impacted to provide
support through immediate difficulties and
offer a range of assistance measures in applicable circumstances.
These included:
• Deferral of scheduled loan payments
• Waiver of break
costs on early redemption of farm management deposits

• Waiver of fees on
loan increases necessary for rebuilding operations
• Waiver of fees for
equipment finance contract variations.
Any farming clients
who had been impacted
by the floods and had
not yet spoken to the
bank, should contact
their local branch or
phone Rabobank on
1800 025 484.
Mr van Doremaele
noted more heavy rainfall was forecast for
northwest and western
NSW, with heavy falls
also experienced in
southeast Queensland.
“While we hope good
rainfall totals will be
largely welcomed by
producers in a number
of those areas, there is
the concern that excessive volumes could be
damaging,” he said.
For more information,
visit rabobank.com.au
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New Magapor PCAI Solutions
from Zamira Australia
A TRIED and tested
system across the
world, Magapor PCAI
solutions has shown
improvements in the
key parameters of reproduction management, while delivering
many non-biological
advantages.

The potential gains
are well worth pursuing.
The corner stones of
good reproductive management still apply.
Proper heat detection
with good boar contact
remains vital.
The first crucial step
of identifying a sow on
heat and ready to mate
hasn’t changed.
Good hygiene and
proper semen storage
and handling are as important as ever.
Your team can be reassured that the skills
they have already are
as important in PCAI,
and this knowledge will
help ensure the success
of PCAI mating systems.
Crews successful in
conventional artificial

insemination
techniques will rapidly
become confident and
even prefer Magapor
PCAI solutions.
One of the strongest
drivers for converting
to PCAI on-farm is the
improved genetic gain
obtained by using your
best boar semen across
more sows.
PCAI doses customarily contain 30 percent
less cells than in conventional AI methods,
so there is more semen
to go around.
The more extensive
use of the best boar
semen accelerates the
transfer of improved
genetics to optimise
herd performance.
PCAI is arguably the
biggest improvement in
our ability to capture
the traits of our best
boars since AI was introduced decades ago.
Magapor PCAI solutions are so much faster
and easier than conventional AI, that the
reduced mating times
and workload means
you only ever need

your best staff on the
job, even on the busiest
days.
The time saved by
using Magapor PCAI
solutions can now be
spent on the myriad of
other tasks in a production facility, such as gilt
stimulation, return detection, animal health
and hygiene.
Australian producers
are gaining confidence
in Magapor PCAI solutions, which have been
proven to maintain
and occasionally even
improve the basic parameters of farrowing
rates and litter size in
previously successful
production systems.
In addition, Magapor
PCAI provides many
benefits not possible
with traditional insemination methods.
Producers should be
confident that the introduction of Magapor
PCAI systems onto
their farm carries little
risk and offers many
gains.
For more information,
visit zamira.com.au

Wild boar roaming near houses in Lomianki county in Warsaw in 2018. Photo: Associated Press Czarek
Sokolowski

ASF impact on pig production
AMID the continual
media coverage of
COVID-19,
African
swine fever continues to
bubble along in the background, affecting pig production in Europe.

For the first time this
year – and nearly a year
on from their previous outbreak – a Polish farm has
tested positive to ASF.
About 16,000 slaughter
pigs at one of Poland’s
largest sow herds have
been ordered to be destroyed after the herd was
found to be infected with
ASF.

Nordic
News
by ASHLEY NORVAL

While authorities found
the infection on March 17,
the order for destruction
was implemented a few
days later.

The infected sow herd
delivers piglets to other
farms in the area for
raising until slaughter.
There is now concern that

Live yeast for sows and piglets

Microscopic yeast,

macroscopic effects !

LEVUCELL SB helps maintain a stable and positive microbiota and improve sow’s
intestinal transit with less constipation in peri-partum. With optimized farrowing
conditions and well-being, sows fed with LEVUCELL SB deliver vigorous piglets
with a reduced risk of digestive troubles in newborn piglets.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS

T: (07) 5451 0125 | E: LAN-Aus@lallemand.com
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com
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these piglets could have
transmitted the disease to
receiving herds, and testing
has been initiated.
So far, there have been
no reports of other farms
testing positive as a result
of incoming stock.
The sow herd is located
in Lubusz, western Poland.
This region has previously been hit, with many
outbreaks of ASF among
wild boar.
Lubusz is approximately 80km from the
Polish-German border
and as such, remains classified as a ‘black’ area for
Danish trucks to transit
through due to the high
risk of ASF transmission.
ASF infected boars are
still regularly found in
Poland, as they have been
for the past 12 months,
however the outbreak is
the first reported in a domestic herd in 2021.
In positive news, pig
prices have slowly started
to creep up over the
past four weeks to about
$A2.20 – the highest in
20 weeks.
In a recently released
report, SEGES has forecast that 2021 will be
a year of growth in the
prices of most agricultural products, including
milk, pork and cereals.
The recently released
Markedsvurdering for
la ndbrugsprodukter
– which translates to a
market assessment for
agricultural products, a
biannual publication produced by SEGES – does
not specifically state
the expectation of commodity prices, but identifies a trend that there is
the prospect of increases
among products.
In particular, Danish
pig prices have been
negatively affected by the
corona-crisis, in conjunction with the outbreak of
ASF in Germany in 2020,
however strong global demand has kept prices at a
manageable level.
Due to the low pig
prices in Germany as
a result of ASF, piglet
prices have fallen significantly – which is one of
Denmark’s largest export
markets.
However, since the beginning of 2021, piglet
prices have been increasing and SEGES
is expecting further increases throughout the
rest of the year.
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New learning management system for Australian pork sector
TRADITIONALLY the
pork industry has long
struggled with accessibility, availability and
relevance of training
due to geography, cost
and limited training providers.

To address several of
these issues, Australian
Pork Limited has worked
to set up an online learning
management system to
support industry access to
training.
While not able to
offer accredited training
through the LMS – such as
the Stockperson Skillset
and Certificate III in Pork
Production, which remain
available through registered training organisations and technical and
further education institutes
– APL has transitioned the
well-known ProHand Pigs
over to this platform, as
well as several other short
online courses.
These newly developed
courses will help build
the skills of producers and
their staff and will also be
of benefit to those who
support producers, such
as service providers, biosecurity officers, and local
and state government officials

Producer Relations
by RACHAEL BRYANT

Access to the LMS is
free for members of the
Australian pork industry
and being online, the content is optimised for use on
desktop, tablet or phone.
Access customisation is
available.
Administration level access – as a business owner
or manager, you will be
able to complete courses
yourself plus create and
manage learner accounts
for other staff.
Learner level access –
you will have access to
the following courses depending on your role and
what your employer requires:
ProHand Pigs
Targeted at farm stock
people, this course explores both pig and stockperson behaviour to en-

sure pigs are being moved
in a high-welfare, low
stress manner on farm.
ProHand Abattoir
Targeted at transporters
and lairage workers, this
course explores both pig
and stockperson behaviour to ensure pigs are
being moved in a highwelfare, low stress manner
at the abattoir.
Induction course 1 – Introduction to the pork
industry
Targeted at new farm
staff, service providers
and government staff, this
course provides an introduction to the Australian
pork industry covering pig
production and piggery biosecurity.
Induction course 2 –
Working with pigs
Targeted at new farm

staff, service providers,
and government staff,
this course provides an
introduction to on-farm
activities and practices
including pig behaviour,
moving and handling pigs,
medicating pigs, tagging
pigs, euthanasia and disposal of pigs, and effluent
and bedding waste.
Necropsy of a pig
Targeted at vets and farm
staff, this course comprises of a series of videos
showing how to compete
a full pig necropsy, including which samples to
take and submit for exclusion testing.
African swine fever
training
Targeted at anyone
within industry, this
course was developed
by the national Meat Industry Training Advisory
Council and APL to provide an understanding of
ASF and preparation for a
potential disease outbreak,

and was originally developed for meat inspectors
but is also very relevant
to pig producers and other
industry stakeholders.
Each of the courses
housed on the platform
provides the learner with a
certificate once they have
completed the course, and
these can be used to evidence staff training.
APL has also developed
handy guides for both
learners and admins to

make the LMS platform as
user-friendly as possible.
The current ProHand
site will remain available
and accessible to existing
users for the time being,
so if you already have
an account, you will still
be able to complete the
training on there.
If you or your staff have
previously completed the
training on the old platform, APL recommends
you download the certifi-

cate of completion, so you
have a copy of it moving
forward.
Finally, over time APL
is intending to expand the
courses offered on this
LMS platform, beginning
with ProHand Review.
If you have training
needs in your business that
you think could be met
through a course on this
platform, contact Rachael
Bryant at rachael.bryant@
australianpork.com.au

Australian Pork Limited have set up an online learning management system to
support industry access to training.

QFF calls on State Government
to co-fund safety improvements
THE
Queensland
Farmers’ Federation is
calling on the State
Government to implement co-funding opportunities for farmers
and other businesses
to undertake a range
of safety improvements after new statistics showed Queensland had one of the
highest numbers of
on-farm deaths in the
country.

The Non-intentional
Farm Related Incidents
in Australia 2020 report compiled by AgriFutures
Australia
and AgHealth showed
a total of 58 on-farm
deaths were reported
by the media during
the period January 1
to December 31, 2020
– 16 of which were in
Queensland.
QFF chief executive
officer Dr Georgina
Davis said agriculture

was one of the most
dangerous sectors to
work in due to the combination of hazards, including heavy plant and
machinery, chemicals,
noise, dust, sun and
heat exposure, working
with animals, alone or
in remote locations.
“Safety is a serious
consideration
on Queensland farms
to ensure farmers,
workers and other
people on farm are
not exposed to risks to
their health and safety,
and QFF remains committed to promoting
and advancing safe
workplaces to turn
these statistics around,”
Dr Davis said.
“We believe significant improvements
could be made by implementing a government co-funded grants
program in Queensland, supporting safety

improvements such as
installing crush protection devices on
quad bikes, upgrading
switchboards, fitting
powerline
markers,
raising the height of
distribution lines, devices to boost mobile
phone coverage for
remote workers and
training.”
“A similar scheme
is already operating
successfully in NSW
and we appeal to the
Queensland Government to take a commonsense approach to addressing risk and ensuring the safety of our
farmers at work.”
“Reducing farm fatalities requires significant investment of energy, capital and human
resources, but we have
many opportunities and
we must make the most
of them.”

WORLD-LEADING DETERGENT & DISINFECTANT
UNLEASH THE POWER OF CLEANING WITH KENOSAN & VIROCID®
™

For more information visit zamira.com.au
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Sustainability not only
saving the environment
S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y
is gaining more momentum in the public
eye, with more Australians questioning where
their food comes from,
how it is produced and
even how it is presented
and packaged.

The pork industry has
already done leading
work in the sustainability
space, and Australian
Pork Limited is proud to
champion these stories.
Gemma Wyburn is
APL’s program leader of
climate-friendly farming
and its overall sustainability framework.
Making
sustainable
choices in production
is not only about saving
the environment but
rather addressing the full
scope of sustainability

Distributed by

Delivering superior
performance in all situations
The Seclira range is powered by the unique active
ingredient dinotefuran poviding rapid knockdown of
target pests
Seclira WSG is broad spectrum insecticide providing
a unique mode of action for fly and mosquito control
for external agricultural buildings

– meeting the needs of
people, pigs, planet and
prosperity, which form
the four P’s in APL’s
draft industry sustainability framework.
Being an intensive industry, we are fortunate
that we are already well
ahead of others such as
the cattle and sheep industries in terms of environmental impacts, as
we occupy much smaller
amounts of land and can
take advantage of the
pig’s highly efficient digestive system requiring
less feed to produce highquality meat.
APL is working on
sharing leading practices
and progress through its
Australian pork sustainability framework, as well
as identifying new goals

which will position pork
as Australian’s preferred
protein.
This vision, as outlined
in APL’s five-year strategic plan, sets in motion production growth,
market expansion and
adoption of sustainable
practices to add $1 billion
to the farm gate value.
As part of its environmentally
sustainable
goals, APL is continuing
its research investment
to create new opportunities in methane capture,
organic carbon for soil
amelioration, wastewater
recycling, waste reduction and waste reuse.
A good example of this
is biogas.
Currently, about 16 percent of industry utilise
this technology to capture
methane from effluent
ponds to either burn off
in a flare or to generate
electricity and heat.
Both methods are currently eligible for generating Australian carbon
credit units, which can
be sold to generate a new
income stream.
These systems have
been shown to reduce
power bills to $0 and
have relatively quick
paybacks, particularly
for those with over 1000
sows.
Importantly, you don’t
have to be a large producer to consider its benefit.
APL published a recent
case study on the adoption of biogas for a 535sow producer, and it’s
well worth a read.
The payback time was
estimated to be 6.3 years,
and that is without accessing income from
carbon credits, seeking
grants or additional fi-

nance to support the venture.
The technology is
changing to suit different
needs, with more options
for tank-based systems
becoming available.
As the technology continues to develop, it will
continue to fall in price.
For those still wary
of the initial outlay or
technical requirements
for biogas, solar has also
proven to be a great fit
for piggeries, with the
peak loads for production matching well with
the peak availability of
sunlight.
Between biogas – which
supplies energy 24 hours
a day, seven days a week
– and renewables such as
solar, pig production can
truly become off-grid.
In March, Utilitas
Group – a Queenslandbased bioenergy company – announced its
plans to build 100 biohubs across regional Australia using waste from
all sorts of industries that
can be co-digested to
create electricity, gas or
transport fuel.
Projects such as this
offer smaller enterprises,
including
piggeries,
the opportunity to collaborate with their local
community to manage
their waste in a way that
reduces emissions, supports local industry and
celebrates the contributions of the industry to a
sustainable future.
It’s always horses for
courses, but it is certainly worth a look and
discussing with APL for
technical advice.
For further information,
contact Gemma Wyburn
at
gemma.wyburn@
australianpork.com.au

Seclira Pressurised Fly Bait’s convenient and easy
to apply formulation is suitable for use in animal
housing facilities

For more information on
the Seclira range, visit
crop-solutions.basf.com.au
or contact your local CCD
Representative on 1300 791 009

@basfpestcontrolau
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2019 ® Registered trademark of BASF. W239831 12.2019
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Biogas supplies energy 24 hours a day, seven days a
week and is a viable perfect option for pig production
to go off-grid.

www.porknews.com.au

Mice on the march throughout NSW
AS mice numbers
have increased in parts
of the western region
and soared in pockets
throughout NSW, it is
important landholders
conduct
thorough
checks of paddocks,
as well as sheds and
machinery, for signs of
mice activity.

Consumers are almost entirely unaware of the fact that the majority of Australia’s
ham and bacon is made with imported pork.

Made from imported meat
EACH week imported
pork arrives on Australia’s shores, directly
impacting the profitability of pork producers
and driving the need to
differentiate local pork
products from imported.

Australian Pork Limited’s key learning from
research conducted by its
insights team in 2018 is
that consumers are almost
entirely unaware of the
fact that the majority of
Australia’s ham and bacon
is made with imported
pork.
This means directives to
look for Australian pork
in ham and bacon currently lacks meaning to
consumers, as they believe
they are already buying
Australian pork products.
In response to this, on
March 14 APL launched
a campaign in Adelaide
to run until the end of
June, to educate and raise
awareness around the
prevalence of imported
pork and how to find ham
and bacon made with
Australian pork.
This campaign was initially launched early last
year, however was cut
short due to COVID-19, as
the unusual market conditions prevented APL from

obtaining clear campaign
results.
The campaign is underpinned by two TV commercials which, while
entertaining to hopefully
captivate consumers, are
focussed on educational
messaging.
The first is centred on
raising awareness of the
percentage of imported
pork in Australia, followed by a prompt for
shoppers to look for a
nearly full bar chart on the
country of origin label, to
ensure the ham they purchase has been made with
Australian pork.
The second commercial
focusses on why shoppers
should choose ham using
Australian pork, as well as
further reinforcement to
look for a full bar on the
country of origin label.
The campaign will also
be supported by public
relations, through a local
Adelaide agency, social
media through our Aussie
Bacon and Ham Facebook
page, and in-store point of
sale materials in butcher
shops and independent
Adelaide retailers.
The results of the campaign will be received
from July onwards and
will be carefully analysed

by the APL insights and
marketing team, as well
as an external research
agency.
These results will help
understand
whether
awareness of imported
pork motivates consumers
to find and purchase ham
and bacon made with
Australian pork.
It will also pave the
way for future communications and campaigns
around imported pork
messaging, creating opportunities for producers
and the supply chain by
differentiating ham and
bacon made with Australian pork.

Until recently, explosions in mouse populations in grain-growing
areas were often followed by population
crashes and consecutive
years of little activity
and damage.
However, mice now
appear to have become a more persistent
problem, with base
populations carrying
over from one year to
the next, particularly in
parts of the southern
and northern cropping
regions.
It is believed current
farming systems – notill, stubble retention –
could be contributing to
mice becoming an annual rather than cyclical
problem.
The Grains Research

and Development Corporation recognises the
enormity of the mouse
problem and the severe impact it has on
businesses, families,
communities and the
broader industry.
In response to the
increasing prevalence
of mice in many key
grain-growing regions
of Australia, the GRDC
has injected a further
$4.1 million into mouse
control research, development and extension
initiatives.
The three key investments to be led by
CSIRO will focus on
understanding mouse
ecology, biology and
management,
increasing surveillance
and mouse feeding
preferences.
The GRDC is committed to exploring all
options in an effort to
provide growers with
better mouse control
solutions.
In addition to the new
investments, the GRDC
will continue to support
a wide range of other

ongoing mouse-related
research, development
and extension initiatives.
If mice are becoming
an increasing problem
in your area, the GRDC
and CSIRO have the
latest advice and information to help manage
the issue.
Five quick tips for
mouse control
• Apply broad scale
zinc phosphide bait –
according to the label,
at the prescribed rate of
1kg/ha
• Apply bait at seeding
or within 24 hours –
while seed is still covered by soil increasing
the likelihood of mice
taking the bait prior
to finding the seed,
and rebait through the
season as needed
• Timing is critical –
delays of 4-5 days in
baiting after seeding
can give mice time to
find crop seed and high
populations can cause
up to 5 percent damage
each night
• Monitor and check
paddocks regularly, and

update local data using
the MouseAlert website
– feralscan.org.au/mou
sealert/
• After harvest and
prior to sowing, minimise sources of food
and shelter, and control
weeds and volunteer
crops along fence lines,
clean up residual grain
by grazing or rolling
stubbles.
While currently no
permit allows Local
Land Services to produce a baited product
for mice control, a wide
range of baits are registered for use on mice.
These rodent control products are not
restricted and can be
purchased from rural
supply stores.
The store's agronomist should be able to
help you and provide
advice on the products
they sell.
A complete list of
currently
registered
products is available at
apvma.gov.au
For further information, visit grdc.com.au

Digestarom DC
®

The Feed Converter ®
Digestarom® DC
provides crystal clear benefits
for your animals and your
operation.
• Latest innovation in phytogenics
for improved feed intake
• Triple action formulation
for better performance
• Unique Biomin® Duplex
Capsule technology for
optimized feed conversion
Northern Australia - Bruce Hunt 0499 171 010
Southern Australia - Kate Henne 0499 287 710
Tel: +61 2 9872 6324
office.australia@biomin.net

Look for a nearly full bar chart on the country of origin
label to ensure the ham purchased was made with
Australian pork.

www.thefeedconverter.com
DIGESTAROM is a registered trademark of BIOMIN Holding GmbH (IR-681524).
BIOMIN (IR-509692) and The Feed Converter (AT-292729) are registered trademarks of Erber Aktiengesellschaft.
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Aussie solutions for wastewater

CHOOSING the best
pump for pumping wastewater from piggeries or
processing plants means
taking the time and trouble
to analyse performance
and the types of pumps
required.

The choices are submersibles, long-column sump
pumps and more recently,
the introduction of Aussie’s GMP big, robust selfpriming centrifugal pumps.
Aussie Pumps believes
that the big self-priming
pump concept works better,
not only because of its ease
of maintenance but also for
its ability to withstand the
issues that pumps in applications such as these experience.
Corrosion is one consistent problem, particularly
for cast iron submersible

pumps, where a two-year
life cycle is often normal.
The pumps also need to be
robust enough to handle the
job and have that indispensable ‘self-priming’ feature.
Self-priming means that
the pump is mounted outside the pit or tank and
draws its water through a
suction line connected into
the front of the pump.
In a normal installation,
the discharge is through an
elbow mounted on the top
of the pump, but the key
feature is the design of the
pump body itself.
For a self-priming pump,
the body will include the capacity for it to hold enough
water to prime the pump.
The priming process is
simple and virtually foolproof.
Aussie Pumps’ chief en-

Aussie GMP self-priming pumps are quick to set up
and simple to maintain.

gineer John Hales said,
“To prime, there are three
simple steps.”
“Step one, fill the pump
bowl with water through
the priming plug mounted
in the top of the pump body.
“Step two, make sure
the suction hose or fittings
going into the pump body
are completely airtight,
so there’s no danger of air
leaks in the suction line.
“Step three is to start the
motor or engine, depending
on the drive system involved.
“What happens next is
basic physics.”
The water in the pump
body is expelled to the discharge.
That in turn creates a
vacuum inside the pump
that allows the check valve
mounted in the pump suction port to open, allowing
water to be sucked into the
pump body through the
suction hose or pipe assembly.
“It’s easy and provides
real advantages of convenience,” Mr Hales said.
Aussie’s 2” through to
6” pumps are all designed
around a trash or semi-trash
configuration concept.
The smaller pumps of
2-4” are regarded as semi
trash, though they have big
open non-clog style impellers and feature silicon carbide seals and a stainlesssteel wear plate.
For extreme applications,
316 stainless-steel cast impellers can be provided as
an option.
Best of all, semi-trash
and trash pumps from the
Aussie GMP product range
all include a front opening
port that enables the pump

to be cleared out in the
event of blockages.
“Imagine, being able to
clean out the pump without
having to disconnect pipework, as you do in the case
of an end suction pump,”
Mr Hales said.
“Bones, feathers and particles of meat or flesh will
pass straight through the
pump without effort.”
Aussie’s semi-trash pump
range now includes a 3”
pump that not only has
the capacity to move over
1000L per minute but can
also deliver heads up to
70m.
“That’s a breakthrough
product for us,” Mr Hales
said.
“It means that the liquid
can be pumped further, or
higher, depending on the
application.”
Experience has shown
Aussie Pump engineers that
using submersibles in applications such as this, and
long-column sump pumps,
can create real difficulty.
“We hear about the inconvenience of lifting pumps
out of the pit for service,
where with a self-priming
pump mounted outside the
tank or pond, service can
be carried out with a minimum of mess and inconvenience,” Mr Hales said.
“It’s the new way and
every day we find more
customers moving to our
self-priming centrifugal
pumps for these wastewater
applications.”
Further information, including a new catalogue
on Aussie GMP pumps, is
readily available from Australian Pump Industries or
distributors around Australia.

Cyber threat in rural industries
DIGITAL technologies are everywhere –
helping farmers regulate water use and track
soil moisture, control
irrigation pumps remotely, help collect
and manage genetic information in livestock,
and drive autonomous
and GPS guided machinery, to name a few.

With these technologies comes risk.
As reliance on technology, data and information sharing grows
in the rural industries
sector, so does the probability of potentially
devastating cyber attacks.
Even a short outage
can result in significant
business and animal
welfare consequences.
With the potential for
data manipulation, misreporting and reputational damage, the picture is bleak.
To shed light on this
possibly damaging issue
and provide industry
with interventions to
address an increasingly
sophisticated threat, AgriFutures Australia has
embarked on a new project with globally connected cyber security
experts BDO Australia.
Working in consultation with other rural research and development
corporations, the project
aims to explore potential cyber threats to producers’ business data,
productions systems and
intellectual property.

Whether you’re an established $100 million
corporate farm or a new
fishing business, greater
awareness of potential
threats is key to implementing best practice
mitigation strategies and
staying ahead of malicious cyber activity.
Phase one of the project is to explore the
readiness levels across
rural industries when it
comes to securely managing data, IP and platforms.
To achieve this, BDO
Australia is conducting
a survey and producers
are needed to help inform the current state
of play.
AgriFutures Australia
senior manager rural futures Jennifer Medway
said a cyber attack can
happen in the blink of
an eye, as the Australian
wool industry found out
last year.
“More than 75 percent
of wool sold across Australia and New Zealand
relied on a single platform which fell victim to
a malicious ransomware
attack,” Ms Medway
said.
“While targeted at one
industry in this case, a
reliance on IT systems
is a vulnerability all industries face.”
Ms Medway hopes
that 12 months on we
are better positioned to
ask ourselves the tough
questions about how
prepared and resilient to
cyber attacks we really

are as a sector.
The survey is an important step in helping
answer those questions
and benchmark our progress.
“Producers are key
to collectively getting
our heads around cyber
risks and we strongly encourage anyone linked
to agriculture, fisheries
and forestry to take
part in the survey,” Ms
Medway said.
“Rural industries need
to understand and take
ownership of their cyber
fragility.
“Knowing where you
stand and what you need
to do to protect your IP,
systems and data, is just
good business.”
Visit
bdoaustralia.
checkboxonline.com/
ag r if ut u res- cyber-se
curity-survey to access
and complete the short
survey.
While responses to the
survey are anonymous,
participants have the option to elect to receive a
free personalised report
reviewing their cyber
resilience and be benchmarked against peers.
The research is being
undertaken by BDO
Australia and funded
through the AgriFutures
Australia National Rural
Issues program, which
aims to facilitate agricultural growth by addressing current national
and cross sectoral issues
facing the agriculture,
fisheries and forestry
sector.

Porcilis PCV
®

Long-term PCV2 immunity for
performance and profit

Protection and Profit
from START to FINISH

A single vaccination
(2 mL) to pigs from
3 weeks of age*
Rapid onset of immunity
with long-term protection
Reduces viral load and
shedding
Reduces mortality*
Reduces weight loss*
Increases average daily
weight gain*
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Refer to Technical brochure for details of trial data.
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China has been building multi-level ‘pig hotels’ facilities in an effort to protect against disease.
Photo: Reuters

China has been importing large volumes of meat, suggesting its pig herd is not recovering as
quickly as claimed. Source: Thomas Elder Markets

New African swine fever variants kill millions of pigs in China
A SECOND outbreak of
African swine fever – estimated to have killed as
many as 8 million pigs
in China since the start
of the year – has derailed
the country’s plans to rebuild its national herd.

Within a year of the first
reported outbreak of the
disease in August 2018,
it had spread to multiple
countries and killed an
estimated 25 percent
quarter of the world’s pig
population.
Independent meat analyst Simon Quilty said the

ASF variants that swept
through China in the past
two months had significant implications for the
global protein market.
“China has just come out
in recent days claiming
that by the middle of this
year they will be back
to 100 percent recovery,
which is simply impossible,” Mr Quilty said.
“Because in the last six
to eight weeks, this second
wave – due to several new
strains of the virus – has
killed between seven and
eight million sows.”

Mr Quilty said there
were a number of indicators that suggested China
was “nowhere near the
herd rebuild” its ministry
of agriculture claimed.
“Piglet prices in China
are today four times the
value of what they were
pre-African swine fever in
2017-18,” he said.
“Hog prices are two to
three times higher and
sow prices are more than
double.
“So, if the herd was back
to the level they claim,
we would not be seeing

these significant numbers,
they'd be back at pre-ASF
levels and then add to that
this second wave of swine
fever.”
Mr Quilty is not alone
is his scepticism about
China’s claims.
Analyst
Andrew
Whitelaw highlights in
his article ‘Why I Don't
Trust Chinese Data on the
Pig Herd Rebuild’, that elevated pork prices were
not the only issue — China’s imports of meat were
also on the rise.
“When imports start

Metrowest designed the SABOR boar house to ensure optimum comfort for the animals.

Metrowest provides Australia’s
newest and largest pig AI centre
AUSTRALIA’S premier and largest artificial insemination
facility has been designed and constructed
by Metrowest.

When SABOR required a new building to
service the growing herd
of over 200 boars, they
turned to Metrowest.
Metrowest, along with
its partners, have designed the SABOR boar
house to ensure optimum comfort for the
animals.
This is achieved
through
continuous
monitoring of the climate and effective de-

livery of feed and water.
The project requirement was to provide
SABOR with a housing
system that keeps their
boars in optimum conditions.
The most important
areas were the environment, feed and water
delivery systems.
Metrowest provided
SABOR with a turnkey
solution that allowed
them to collaborate on
the design and meet
their exact requirements.
The climate control
systems are designed
with consideration for

conditions and stock
densities.
This project features a
perfectly controlled environment via a combitunnel system.
Correctly sized and
installed Fancom equipment and controllers
provide an optimum
climate for the boars,
year-round.
Penning was designed
and sourced to match
SABOR’s
existing
setup.
Metrowest also supplies feed systems and
equipment that are of
long-lasting quality, and
with details that make

everyday use as easy as
possible.
The building itself is
a Metrowest standard
building with Colorbond
roof and ceiling, fully
insulated and finished
to the highest standard.
Metrowest buildings
provides a light and welcoming environment for
staff and animals.
Do it once, do it right
applies to Metrowest’s
building philosophy,
and back up is always
available from our
friendly staff.
For more information,
visit metrowest.com.au

declining rapidly, then
that will point towards
an effective rebuild,” Mr
Whitelaw said.
One of the biggest
drivers of meat pricing in
the past couple of years
was the impact of African swine fever, and Mr
Whitelaw estimated that
pig deaths in China last
year created a protein gap
of approximately 25 million tonnes.
Mr Quilty said there
were three known strains
of African swine fever,
two of which were un-

derstood to have emerged
from illegal vaccines, and
that there were no signs of
countries being able slow
the spread.
He said China’s push
towards building super
complexes – or so-called
pig hotels – was also understood to have been impacted.
“The ramifications for
global meat prices would
be significant,” Mr Quilty
said.
“There’s no doubt that
meat prices will go higher,
be it pork, beef or chicken.

“This second wave will
put China’s rebuild many
years behind and so ongoing high prices, I think,
are here to stay for at least
two to three years.”
“Also, I think we’ve
seen this enormous jump
in global corn and cereal
prices — but with this recent collapse in the herd,
the net effect is there will
be an easing on demand.
“You just can’t take
7-8 million sows out of
the system and not have
an impact on cereal demand.”

VIETNAM has cloned the
endangered Vietnamese
pot-bellied pig by using
an innovative somatic cell
cloning method.

the baby pigs was a technological leap for Vietnam in
animal cloning.
“The achievement has
opened up new research
paths for applying animal
cloning technologies in
choosing and preserving
animal breeds that are very
rare or have big economic
value," he said.
The Vietnamese pot-bellied pig is a traditional domestic breed that is native
to northern Vietnam and is

reared for meat.
With their characteristic
black and wrinkled skin,
they are native to northern
Vietnam.
Though it is not considered to bring in high economic value, the breed’s
meat is regarded to be of
high quality.
The Food and Agriculture Organisation of the
United Nations has classified the pig as an endangered breed.

Vietnam successfully
clones pot-bellied pigs

Vietnam’s Institute of
Animal Sciences and Ministry of Agriculture cloned
four baby Vietnamese potbellied pigs by using somatic cells derived from
ear tissues.
Head of the animal sciences institute Pham Cong
Thieu said the "birth" of

The endangered Vietnamese pot-bellied pig has been cloned using an innovative
somatic cell cloning method.
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Australia explores rules for insect meal
DESPITE the hype
around insect ability to
upcycle human food waste
into animal feed, actually
feeding insects raised on
trash is prohibited.

A group of insect meal
researchers in Australia
aims to change that.
Academics, government
and industry partners
participating in a newly
launched cooperative research centre will spend
the next two years studying
how Australia’s existing
FeedSafe quality assurance
program could be applied
to insect meal.
The project will involve a
series of tests designed to
evaluate safety considerations for the entire insect
meal supply chain, beginning with the substrate
on which the insects are
raised, in hope of finding
criteria that would permit

the safe recycling of several
of the world’s most difficult waste streams – food
waste, animal effluent and
human biosolids.
Stock Feed Manufacturers’ Council of Australia
executive officer Duncan
Rowland advised livestock
producers in Australia can
feed insect meal to fish and
poultry in several jurisdictions, but not to pigs or
ruminants.
Even in species permitted
to consume insect meal, the
type of substrate permitted
is limited to plant-based
materials.
Insect Protein Association of Australia chair and
Goterra waste management
startup chief executive officer Olympia Yarger believes restrictions have
prevented insect production from realising its true
potential.

“Insects offer a unique
opportunity because they
can be reared on a variety
of substrates — including
waste streams inedible to
other species,” Ms Yarger
said.
“But limiting commercial substrates to plantbased wastes means existing insect operations are
competing with livestock
producers for agricultural
waste streams such as grain
detritus, which relegates insects to the role of unnecessary ‘middleman’ in the
agricultural supply chain.
“Completing the research necessary to open
up unique substrate options would allow insects
to take their rightful place
in the supply chain, recycling previously useless
waste streams and creating
a new source of protein for
animal producers.

Research project looks to adapt existing feed safety standards in Australia to
insect meal.

“We have to do it now,
while the industry is still
young, so we can accelerate and scale using waste
streams that are not currently dedicated to livestock production.”
To determine the safety
of using substrates such as
post-consumer waste or
biosolids, researchers will
test each substrate for potential contaminants and
then evaluate whether insects raised on that substrate still contain those
contaminants after being
processed into meal.
As an example, household waste streams could
contain rat poisons, bleach
and cleaning agents,
pathogens or even heavy
metals.
Will the resulting meal
pose a threat to livestock?
“The feeling around these
kinds of substrates is they
are bad, and they should
not be used in our supply
chain,” Ms Yarger said.
“That’s not based in science.
“We need to determine if
that is true or not.
“Even if those contaminants do transfer from the
substrate to the insect meal,
there may still be potential uses for these contaminated insects in bioplastics
or biofuels.
“Our job in this research
is to qualify the understanding of what ‘substrates’ mean in the supply
chain, and then from there
it will be Goterra’s mission
to determine what we can
do with that insect.
“We have to stop pretending that insects are
a one-trick pony, and we
have to be far more imaginative in how we solve
these problems.”

Insects for feed
THE Insect Protein
Association of Australia provides support, referral and advocacy for individuals
and companies who
are engaged or interested in working with
insects as a product,
or farming insects for
sale as a protein for
livestock feed.

The insect for feed
steering committee is a
sub-committee within
the IPAA.
It is currently investigating relevant issues
and policy needs of the
sector, and continues
to provide insight and
support to members in
this area.
The insect for feed
industry in Australia
comprises of five fly
farms scaling to commercial capacity and a
variety of smaller operations either developing their processes
or commencing their
research and development.
In total, currently

QUALITY + PEOPLE + INTEGRITY

LIVESTOCK PROCUREMENT MANAGER
• Join one of Australia’s largest producers of pork & premium pork products
• Make your mark on a newly developed senior role
• Access an attractive salary package (plus vehicle & incentive scheme)

About Rivalea
We are one of Australia's leading integrated Agri-food
companies, employing more than 1,100 people across the
business in roles ranging from farming and meat
processing, to sales and scientific research. With sites in
regional and metropolitan locations, we provide premium
pork products to local, national and export markets.
About the Role
An exciting opportunity exists for an experienced
Livestock Buyer to join our team. Based in Albury, this
position will be responsible for driving the Company’s
livestock procurement strategy through the purchase
and acquisition of external livestock (pigs).
Key Responsibilities
• Build strong & productive relationships with pork
producers and key industry influencers
• Implement & support the strategic purchase of
external livestock
• Align the Company’s livestock procurement strategy
with business objectives
• Meet/exceed targets for purchasing, pricing & timing
• Support the corporate strategic plan and the sales
and marketing team objectives.
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Skills & Experience
• High level business acumen
• Previous experience in agri-sales or livestock
purchasing (preferred)
• Affinity with the Agricultural Industry
• High level communication & negotiation skills
• Willingness & ability to undertake regular travel
• Current driver’s licence.
Our recruitment process includes referee checks,
a medical and national police check.
Our Privacy Statement can be viewed at
www.rivalea.com.au

Please lodge your cover letter and current
resume on Seek.com (search Rivalea).

there are 45 individuals or companies who
are actively pursuing
farming fly larvae for
livestock feed in Australia.
The committee has
the determined the following:
Substrate
The IPAA recommends that all insect for
livestock feed farmers
consider both the waste
management and handling regulations relative to their state or territory, in addition to the
relevant livestock feed
regulations relating to
restricted animal material and other labelling
standards and regulations.
It is important to note
that insects are considered animals as per the
Livestock Feed Act of
Australia – guidance
relative to what can be
fed to insects in each
state can therefore be
determined, based on
the relevant information for feeding live-

stock in each state.
Livestock feed
All insects destined
to commercial livestock feed or pet food
must meet the regulation requirements for
these products as outlined by feed regulation, labelling and processing laws outlined
by each state.
The IPAA encourages all members to
establish connection
with relevant governing
bodies on these issues
in addition to consulting with the Stock
Feed Manufacturers
Council of Australia.
Steering committee
The IPAA will continue to work on
building best practice
and a portfolio of referral for members who
are stakeholders in the
insects for livestock
feed industry, and will
update member information accordingly.
For more information, visit insectpro
teinassoc.com

Category C disaster
assistance available
THE
Queensland
Farmers’ Federation has
welcomed the activation
of Category C assistance
for farmers beginning
the recovery process following damage caused
by Tropical Cyclone
Niran.

Farmers in the Cairns,
Cassowary Coast, Hinchinbrook, Mareeba and
Tablelands local areas
may be eligible for grants
of up to $25,000, jointly
funded by the Federal and
State governments’ Disaster Recovery Funding
arrangements.
QFF chief executive
officer Dr Georgina
Davis acknowledged the
Queensland and Australian governments for
their timely response, as
farmers commence the
process of assessing the
impact of the destructive
weather event.
“As more information
comes to hand, QFF will
continue working closely
with government to ensure the appropriate levels
of support are available to
farmers,” Dr Davis said.
“QFF is in the process
of creating an industry
support network of people
with knowledge of farm
practices and business
processes – to take on a
supporter role to galvanise

FF

Dr Georgina Davis

those who have experienced loss or disruption as
a result of a disaster like
Tropical Cyclone Niran,
and who need a helping
hand as they recover.”
“In the meantime, we
encourage
impacted
farmers to contact their
relevant industry body or
the Queensland Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries to complete an
impact assessment.”
The Category C recovery grants are available from QRIDA.
For more information,
visit qrida.qld.gov.au or
call 1800 623 946.
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Here’s my Card
THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.

Gavin Davies

Supplying the
Piggery Industry
with tarpaulin
• Shelter covers
• Blinds • Liners
• Thermal Covers

National Sales Manager – Swine / Vet Specialty

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0417 730 434
Tel:
1800 808 691
Fax:
02 8875 8715
gavin.davies@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Phone: 1300 059 003
Fax: 1300 052 401
Email: info@polytex.net.au
www.polytex.net.au

Gabriel Crane

Timothy Dale

Territory Manager

Territory Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
1800 808 691
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:
gabe.crane@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 233 227
1800 808 691
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:
timothy.dale@boehr inger-ingelheim.com

Alan Smith

B. Ag. Sci.

Managing Director
Minitube Australia Pty Ltd
P.O. Box 1
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale
Victoria 3351
Australia

Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
Mobile: +61 414 432 790
asmith@minitube.com.au
www.minitube.com

Dr. Andres Ardila

Meg Donahoo

Technical Services Veterinarian

Senior Account Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 480 499
1800 808 691
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:
andres.ardila@boehr inger-ingelheim.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493
1800 808 691
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Come clean with steam
LALLEMAND
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Ÿ

Hot Wash & Steam
Cleaners to 130°C

Ÿ

4,000 psi

Ÿ

240v & 415v

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151 | aleary@lallemand.com

Ÿ
Ÿ

Stainless steel covers
Loads of features

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388 | nlister@lallemand.com

Ÿ

Aussie quality

Mob: 0419 005 511 | aturney@lallemand.com

Ÿ

Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Aussie Pumps

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR
SUCCESS

ERBER Biotech Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139
email: office.australia@biomin.net

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ

02 8865 3500

aussiepumps.com.au

RUSSELL WATERS
Sales Manager

P: 0437 115 876
E: russell@maxumanimal.com
Laverton North, VIC 3026
maxumanimal.com

MILK POWDER S
CUSTOM BLENDS
PIGLET MILK REPLACER

Kate HENNE - 0499 287 710
Darryl MEANEY - 0419 594 922
Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889
Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554
Bruce HUNT- 0499 171 010

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com
www.biomin.net

TERN
EAS
genetic resources

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia
NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

Brenden McClelland

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

Phone: 07 4663 1279
Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071
Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmontpastoralco@outlook.com

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

CONTRACT PACKING
STOCKFEED POWDERS

(03) 9699

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre,
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 226 511
M 0437 010 683
F 1800 810 511
anke.woeckel@msd.com

Anke Woeckel

Veterinarian
Technical Advisor Swine

David Cadogan
P +61 409 049 793
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au

Doug Pearson
P +61 408 735 185
E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au

Office
Stuart Wilkinson
P +61 414 487 882
P +61 3 5429 2411
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au

www.feedw orks.com.a u

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld
Australia 4408

Andrew McKay
M: 0412 771 998
E: andrew.mckay@zamira.com.au

Colin Bennett
M: 0408 230 351
E: colin.bennett@zamira.com.au

Stewart Maddison
M: 0439 648 241
E: stewart.maddison@zamira.com.au
FARM HYGIENE | PROBIOTICS | LIVESTOCK HEALTH

The Science of Healthier Animals

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Avril Grieve
Tim Fulton
Branko Karaconji DVM
John Reeves

0438 352 443
0431 075 972
0448 055 159
0412 264 497

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T:1800 814 883 F: 02 8876 0444 W: www.zoetis.com.au
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Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner 0499 009 293
Kate Parry 0448 340 619
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax:
02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164
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Aussie Pumps Piggery Package
Heavy duty blasters with
extra flow for fast, effective
wash-down

2,460

BASF Australia Ltd.

Level 12
+gst
only $
28 Freshwater Place
last
Only while stocks
Southbank
VIC 3006

Leon Hall
MBA, B.Sc.(Agric.) (Hons.) Anim. Sci.
Industry Manager, Animal Nutrition
Australia & New Zealand

25%

lpm +61 457 104 105
Flows to 21Mobile
Fax +61 3 8855 6511
2,600 psi
leon.hall@basf.com
off
13hp
Honda
www.animal-nutrition.basf.com

Aussie Pumps

02 8865 3500

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Come clean with Aussie
Australia’s No 1
pressure cleaner manufacturer
Ÿ 2,000 psi to 5,000 psi
Ÿ Engine & electric drive
Ÿ Big Berty triplex pumps
Ÿ OH&S friendly stainless
steel frames
Ÿ Aussie quality
Ÿ Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Ÿ

Aussie Pumps

02 8865 3500

aussiepumps.com.au

Tom Harrison 0428 668 266
Sarah Jenkin 0409 715 559
Business Unit Managers

Amanda Vardanega 0427 011 579
National Accounts Manager - Intensives

1800 426 142

orders@apiam.com.au

PIC Australia

900 1

Garry Grant
General Manager

Director
ABN 79626160085

Clark Forbes, National Business Manager
M: 0427 909 361 E: cforbes@picaustralia.com.au

SO

Quali
ty

Dr Roger Campbell
agement .
an
I
M

Global-Mark.com.au®

T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

Dean Guenther

Mal Auld, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0427 086 931 E: mauld@picaustralia.com.au

RG Campbell Advisory
roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.au
Phone/ +61 407 774 714
linkedin.com/in/roger-campbell-95237356

HydroInnovations.com.au

Dr Pat Mitchell, Genetic Services Manager
M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au

NEVER STOP IMPROVING

PIC Australasia Pty Ltd, PO Box 39, Grong Grong NSW 2652
P: 02 6956 2105 F: 02 6956 2203 E: info@picaustralia.com.au

Greg Heeney

General Manager, Oceania

apiam.com.au

Country Manager

dguenther@zinpro.com
O 61 (0) 412 853 270
M 61 (0) 7 5422 9201
F 61 (0) 7 5422 9201

gheeney@zinpro.com
O 1800 946 776
M 61 428 162 193
F 1800 839 796

Australia
PO Box 1084
Woodford QLD 4514

Australia
PO Box 1105
Wagga Wagga NSW 2650

Aaron Hines

Sales & Production Manager

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)
Murray Bridge SA 5253
P 08 8531 2700
F 08 8531 2711
M 0419 559 011
E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com
W www.jacksonsaustralia.com

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES
Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

(03) 9699

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

T +61 8 9430 9463
M +61 417 930 536
E brendon@iinet.net.au
BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)
PO Box 749 South Fremantle
Western Australia 6162

Fabian Barcelo
0477 444 674
Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961

OLE JENSEN
RELATIONSHIP MANAGER – GENETICS

PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411 M 0422 073 586
E OLE@MYORA.COM.AU W MYORA.COM.AU

TO M B R AU N

Walter Osborne

G E N E R A L M A N AG E R

GENETICS MANAGER
CEFN Genetics Pty Ltd
54 King St, Clifton, QLD 4361
07 4697 3344
Phone:
07 4697 3532
Fax:
www.cefn.com.au
Web:
wally@cefn.com.au
Email:
0457 833 621
Mobile:
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David Sinclair
Operations Manager

Bulk Feed Transport Solutions
Mobile: 0428 474 057
Phone: (07) 4634 7344
Freecall: 1800 242 699
david@customvac.com.au
www.customvac.com.au

24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411 M 0431 679 053
E TOM@MYORA.COM.AU W MYORA.COM.AU
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It is the responsibility of those making submissions to ensure the correctness of their claims and statements. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those
of the publisher.

THE Australian pork
industry has the highest
cost of production in the
world, and we assume
and rely on the belief that
fresh pork will not be allowed into Australia.

The ninth largest importer of pork in the world,
Australia is the seventh
most important customer
for European and US exporters.
These countries are
wanting to export fresh
pork to this country.
Most Australian industries that have not been
competitive on the world
market no longer exist.
The motor car industry
being the last to exit, steel,
oil refining, ship building,
clothing, footwear have
also largely ceased existence in Australia.
There are many smaller
industries which have also
ceased to exist.
Should fresh pork be allowed into this country, 70
percent of our sow herd
will be lost to imported
product according to Australian Pork Limited figures.
About 70 percent of processed pork is imported
and importers do not pay
a levy on this, though benefit from the advertising we
pay for and the market we
develop.
There are a number of
scenarios that could lead

to say that the round of
producer meetings held in
2019 were “a great success” and information from
them formed the Strategic
Plan.
I believe this to be a deliberate lie.
Everyone I have spoken
to has been critical of the
meetings and felt they were
a waste of time and nothing
discussed at these meetings
resembled anything in the
Strategic Plan.
The meeting held in
Brisbane for the corporare
sector was also described
as a waste of time and
money.
The meetings were
poorly attended, though the
CEO refuses to tell me how
many producers attended
each meeting and the cost
of running these meetings.
I believe the cost of running these meetings was
significant.
I also believe that a group
of nine met and formed the
Strategic Plan.
I believe the Board is
negligent of not acting in
the best interest of producers resulting in:
• Lack of producer involvement in the Strategic
Plan
• Lack of producer involvement in research projects
• Poorly selected research
projects
• Little or no benefit to

producers and costing $5-6
million each year.
APL recently published
a list of the most beneficial
research done over the past
10 years – $50-60 million
worth – and contained little
if anything most producers
would use.
It may be the researchers
do benefit from it.
Most senior staff have left
APL, many going to private enterprise within the
pig industry and the Board
appointed a CEO who had
no experience with the pig
industry.
This needs to be explained.
The Board of nine highly
qualified people should
have been able to come
up with a better marketing
plan than selling pork to
zoos.
I suggest if half the research money had been set
aside, or equivalent savings
from other areas of APL
expenditure of $25-30 million dollars, and this money
had been used to subsidise
the home delivery of pork,
particularly the cuts of
meat most effected by restaurant closures, this may
have greatly increased pork
sales and producers would
have gained a far greater
benefit from their levies.
Most producers try to
reduce their costs of running their business as well
as minimise taxes, yet we

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

2", 3" & 4"
semi trash pumps
Cast iron
Self-priming
ISO 9001
Big flows
Great prices for Australian
Pork Limited members

pay on average around 10
percent of our net profit to
APL in levies.
We pay the salaries and
all of the expenses of APL,
including for Mr Hayden
who flew business class to
his home country, with all
expenses paid during the
last slump in pig prices,
on a trip which I believe
was irrelevant to our pig
industry.
He should have been here
trying to help producers,
and the cost of his trip
should have gone towards
the industry.
I believe there is a significant waste of money by
the Board and that they
rely on secrecy to prevent
exposure.
I believe APL staff numbers have increased significantly under Ms Andrea’s
management, and now the
CEO is talking of the need
for more funding.
My criticism is of the
Board and senior management and not of the staff
who work under this management, and unless the
Board can produce more
tangible benefits to producers then levies should
be reduced.
If the Board c0.hair or
CEO disagree with what I
have written in this letter,
then I challenge them to
respond via this newspaper.
Andrew Reilly
andrew.reilly95@yahoo.com

Aussie Pumps

AusPac Ingredients Pty.Ltd.
Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340
Mobile +61 (0) 429 127 599
Tel +61 2 6762 7708
Fax +61 2 6762 7709

Regional Sales Representatives
Matt Lahm (Vic)
Tel: 0437 056 369

Shane Nicholson (Qld)
Tel: 0427 200 262

Linda Scotts (NSW)
Tel: 0428 972 599

Bruce Lockwood (Qld)
Tel: 0400 700 559

Vin Modra (SA)
Tel: 0407 723 679

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity
Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231

Alltech Lienert Australia
8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy, SA, 5371

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility

PH : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

Email: ddt@ddt.com.au
Phone: 07 4634 2166
33 Industrial Ave, Toowoomba QLD 4350

F
F
F
F

Piggery blinds
Replacement covers
Dam liners
Custom made to your specifications
www.dd t.com.a u

APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

Advertise your
business card here
call 07 3286 1833
www.porknews.com.au

Animal Nutrition and Health
Asia Pacific

Animal Nutrition and Health
Asia Pacific
office: +02 9844 5700
mobile: +61 (0) 412 888485
fax: +02 9418 2544
rick.carter@kemin.com

12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

Email nathan@auspacingredients.com.au

aussiepumps.com.au

Technical Services Manager
Pacific

ACE Laboratory Services

Key Account Manager

02 8865 3500

Rick Carter, Ph.D.

ABN: 92 115 191 056

NATHAN DWYER

AlltechLienert

Ÿ

Alltech.com

3500

without dumping it on markets at very low prices.
During the last price
slump, our marketing team
resorted to selling pork to
zoos.
This was a disgrace, yet
our chief executive officer
was proud of this and publicised the fact.
I believe this was an insult to our product and gave
our industry a poor image
in the minds of consumers.
I believe if ever there
was a time that the pig
industry should be investigating an application to the
government for a one-off
application to import fresh
genetics, it is now.
The application needs to
be made on the basis that
it does not weaken our case
against fresh pork imports.
All experts in the field
who I have spoken to advise me that genetics can
safely be imported without
the risk of bringing disease
into the country.
New genetics would have
a significant impact on reducing our cost of production and could be achieved
with little cost.
I have suggested this to
our CEO but have not even
received a reply from her.
Our CEO has recently
stated that to achieve the
ambitious goals set out in
the strategic plan more
funds may be needed.
The CEO continues

the uncertainty that the
African swine fever and
COVID pandemics create,"
– so it is on their minds.
When fresh pork is allowed in, it will create the
biggest disaster the industry has seen – hopefully the government does
provide assistance for the
industry to adjust.
Producers will suffer, not
the chief executive officer
or the Board chair, as they
will have moved on.
Knowledgable people in
this field have expressed
their opinion that they do
not see it happening within
10 years, but beyond that
no one can be certain what
might happen.
To have a business that
may be unviable in possibly 15 years is not encouraging to say the least,
and it needs to have a high
rate of return to compensate for this.
Bigger producers who
have contracts with retail
chains such as Woolworths,
Coles, Aldi and Cosco will
be in a much better position and most probably will
be the ones to remain in
business.
Reducing our cost of production is the best thing we
can do to help lessen the
impact of imports while
also to help us cope with
overproduction when it occurs, as currently we are
unable to export any excess
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ckage

ps.com.au

to fresh pork being allowed
into Australia.
If vaccines are developed
for the current diseases.
If New Zealand does not
break with these diseases
in the next 10 years, then
it can be argued that fresh
pork has been successfully
imported into New Zealand for 15 years, greatly
weakening our argument
against imports.
If Australia was to break
with these diseases, there
would be no reason for imports to be restricted.
An unsympathetic government wanting cheaper
food for the consumer
along with pressure from
animal liberation activists
wanting to stop the production of pork in Australia
could also be a factor.
Other countries are continually trying to export to
this country, and we should
be aware of this.
Head of ACCC Mick Keough wrote an article for
APL on the future of the
Australian pig industry and
over half of what he wrote
was on fresh pork coming
to Australia.
This was also the topic of
discussion at at least one of
the producer meetings held
in 2019.
Mr Hayden recently said,
"My personal view on
fresh pork imports is that
it is less likely to occur in
the immediate future given

Trina Parker
Country President
Kemin Australia & NZ

office: +02 9844 5700 (AU)
0800 536 466 (NZ)
mobile: +64 274 872524
trina.parker@kemin.com

kemin.com/ap_animal
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