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AS our industry con-
tinues to thrive and 
grow from a consump-
tion perspective, our 
resolve and resiliency 
is being tested from all 
angles. 

It’s been an incredibly 
tough start to the year, 
and now with the threat of 
a new-to-Australia emer-
gency animal disease, Jap-
anese encephalitis virus. 

As we have shared many 
times now, our response 
and planning strategy for 
EAD outbreaks remains 
a firm leading priority for 
Australian Pork Limited, 
which has been further 
strengthened over the 
past two years as African 
swine fever runs rampant 
across the globe. 

Because of this dedi-
cated focus, our response 
to JEV has been nimble 
and adaptable. 

Though we are in the 
thick of the JEV outbreak 
and that remains our im-
mediate issue, we are ada-
mant our plans must also 
be driven by what’s next. 

We made a commitment 
that our industry would be 
progressive and thought-
leading in everything we 
do, so my reassurance to 
you is that dealing with 
JEV is part of a bigger 
picture – to minimise im-
pacts of future EADs. 

In the case of JEV how-
ever, I’d like to acknow-
ledge and thank those 
who have stepped up 
during this crisis to help 
pull us through. 

Particularly those in-
dustry representatives and 
sector liaison officers who 
have worked tirelessly 
from the first phone call 
in late February. 

I also acknowledge the 
state agricultural depart-
ments and welcome the 
Federal Government’s 
commitment of $69 mil-
lion to help control the 
spread of the disease. 

My thoughts and those 
of the wider APL team are 

with those who have suf-
fered loss of human life 
because of JEV. 

To those producers who 
are battling with the virus 
on farm, we’ve compiled 
a number of resources 
to support you, and will 
continue to work with 
government on additional 
resources as you navigate 
this difficult situation.

I offer a gentle reminder 
during these challenging 
and turbulent situations 
to look after one another 
and to take advantage of 
the organisations and re-
sources that can support 
you through hard times. 

A full directory of 
mental health support 
services can be found at 
farmhub.org.au/mental-
health

As the government re-
positions its priorities – 
such as the allocation of 
funding to JEV – APL 
continues its endeavour to 
reposition pork to ensure 
the sector is represented 
within these conversa-
tions. 

Over the past two years, 
APL has worked closely 
with the Department of 
Agriculture, Water and 
Environment, Animal 
Health Australia and 
other industry partners on 
ASF preparedness. 

This saw last year’s gov-
ernment announcement of 
over $400 million in new 
funding for biosecurity 
graciously welcomed. 

Proactively, APL col-
laborated with many 

others as part of the Com-
monwealth Senate Inquiry 
into meat definitions and 
other animal products, 
which agreed earlier this 
year that the current regu-
latory framework for the 
labelling of plant-based 
protein products was in-
adequate.

As a result of the in-
quiry, several recommen-
dations were put forward, 
including: 

• The Australian Gov-
ernment develop a man-
datory regulatory frame-
work for the labelling of 
plant-based protein prod-
ucts

• Food Standards Aus-
tralia New Zealand 
initiate a review of sec-
tion 1.1.1—13 (4) of the 
FSANZ Code and recom-
mends exempting its ap-
plication to named meat, 
seafood and dairy cate-
gory brands

• The ACCC develops 
a national information 
standard that defines and 
restricts the use of meat 
category brands to animal 
protein products – this 
standard should include 
guidance on the use of 
livestock imagery for la-
belling and marketing of 
plant-based protein prod-
ucts. 

In addition, APL made a 
submission to the Evalua-
tion of Country-of-Origin 
Labelling for Food dis-
cussion paper released 
by the Department of In-
dustry, Science, Energy 
and Resources – to en-

courage additional steps 
in building Australians’ 
awareness of CoOL and 
helping them interpret the 
CoOL labelling system. 

This submission ex-
plored further opportuni-
ties to enhance the CoOL 
regime and ways in which 
government could build 
on investments made by 
Australian pork producers 
to demonstrate how 
CoOL can be clearly and 
simply communicated to 
everyone in Australia.

The departments’ orig-
inal evaluation stated 
that CoOL requirements 
needed to meet the needs 
of the consumer without 
creating a burden for busi-
ness. 

Therefore, in the interim 
APL has undertaken to:

• Explore options to ac-
tivate CoOL within food-
service

• Look at ways to ensure 
‘Made in’ claims are well 
understood

• Work to increase con-
sumer awareness and un-
derstanding around CoOL

• Ongoing monitoring 
of CoOL efficiency and 
effectiveness.

APL strongly advo-
cated for these issues to 
be thought through and 
action taken where appro-
priate and was pleased to 
see positive outcomes on 
each occasion. 

This to me shows the 
value of the progressive 
culture we aim to embody 
and is something APL 
will continue to prioritise. 

As 2022 continues to 
throw up obstacles such 
as workforce, bushfires, 
flooding and now JEV, 
the resiliency of our sector 
to respond and continue to 
be a sustainable supplier 
of quality nutritious pro-
tein is to be commended. 

Above all, what gives 
me strength and hope 
looking forward is the 
strong position we have 
created for our industry 
over the years and the op-
portunities ahead. 

Resolve and resilience tested

JEV and feral pigs 
The outbreak of Japanese 
encephalitis virus is at-
tracting considerable in-
terest from the general 
community – in the role 
that feral pigs play in the 
transmission of JEV, as 
well as maintenance of 
the virus in the environ-
ment. 

Both domestic and feral 
pigs are able to amplify 
the virus, as are water-
birds, which means mos-
quitoes can pick JEV up 
from biting infected pigs 
and transmit it to the next 
host. 

To date in this outbreak, 
no confirmed cases of 
Japanese encephalitis have 
been found in feral pigs.

It is likely that in many 
regions, feral pigs will be 
living in close proximity 
to waterbirds and creating 
suitable environments 
for mosquito breeding 
through their wallowing 
behaviour. 

This situation is not 
helped by the rainfall and 
flood events experienced 
in many areas of eastern 
Australia over the past 
month or so. 

Land managers are being 
asked to control or elimi-
nate breeding grounds 
for mosquitos, treat all 
remaining stagnant water 
sites to kill mosquito 
larvae and conduct mos-
quito-control programs 

in areas of high mosquito 
populations to mitigate 
the spread of Japanese en-
cephalitis. 

A new factsheet is avail-
able via feralpigs.com.au 
to provide information 
to those involved in feral 
pig management activities 
about JEV including:

• Risks to human health
• How to minimise the 

risk of exposure to mos-
quitos to reduce possible 
infection with JEV

• Signs of disease to look 
for in pigs.

Links to the new guide 
‘Integrated mosquito man-
agement principles for pig-
geries’ have been included 
in the feral pig-focussed 
fact sheet – to inform land 
managers on the most ap-
propriate insecticides and 
larvicides to apply while 
minimising residue and 
environmental risks asso-
ciated with their use. 

A factsheet is also avail-
able to assist with recog-
nising signs of feral pigs 
in the environment.

It is important that land 
managers continue with 
coordinated and collabo-
rative feral pig manage-
ment programs to reduce 
risks of JEV from feral 
pigs, and all the other eco-
nomic, environmental and 
social impacts caused by 
feral pigs. 

Outcomes from a re-
cently completed eco-
nomic study conducted by 
North West Local Land 
Services NSW will be dis-
cussed in upcoming ar-
ticles.

Feel free to contact me 
on heather.channon@
feralpigs.com.au or call 
0423 056 045 to discuss 
your feral pig management 
issues or any information 
presented in this article. 

Feral pigs create suitable environments for mosquito breeding through their wal-
lowing behaviour. Photo: DPI NSW

by HEATHER CHANNON 
National Feral Pig Management

Co-ordinator

n What land managers need to know

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE CEO
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2022

APR 18-20 – United Pork America’s – Orlando, 

United States www.unitedporkamericas.com

APR 26-29 – Anuga FoodTec – Cologne, 

Germany www.anugafoodtec.com

MAY 15-17 – Pork Production, Poultry 

Information Exchange and Australasian 

Milling Conference (PIX/AMC) – Gold Coast  

www.pixamc.com.au

JUN 21-24 – International Pig Veterinary 

Society Congress – Rio de Janeiro, Brazil    

https://ipvs2022.com/en

JUN 22 – Queensland Pig Consultancy Group 

(QPCG) Industry Day ‘Building Resilience in 

a Changing World’ – Toowoomba

AUG 19-21 – Kingaroy Baconfest 2022   

www.kingaroybaconfest.com.au

2023

NOV 13-16 – Australasian Pig Science 

Association (APSA) Conference  

www.apsa.asn.au
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Calendar of Events

THIS month’s article is 
quite a sombre one I’m 
afraid. 

I can hardly believe that 
in 2022 we are experi-
encing a war on European 
soil. 

Every day in Denmark 
we see terrible images of 
the situation in Ukraine 
following Russia’s at-
tacks, with millions of 
Ukrainian citizens fleeing 
their homeland and a 
growing number of Rus-
sians attempting to do the 
same. 

In the past week to 
March 25, Ukrainian 
people have been blocked 
by Russian soldiers from 
leaving areas that are now 
under Russian control.

Over 6000 Ukrainians 

are directly employed in 
Danish agriculture and 
they are the main addi-
tional labour source for 
the Danish pig industry. 

These employees, to-
gether with their families, 
have helped to create rural 
communities in Denmark, 
and it is heartbreaking to 

see men being recalled 
back to Ukraine to fight. 

Aside from the humani-
tarian side of the war – 
with sympathy being felt 
for citizens of both sides 
who seemingly don’t want 
to be in this situation – we 
can see already the effect 
on the industry here. 

Prior to the sanctioning 
against Russia, DanBred 
met with PIC and Topigs 
Norsvin, where all three 
companies agreed that 
they would not trade with 
Russia while they were 
engaging in unprovoked 
warfare. 

It is disappointing that 
not all genetics suppliers 
agreed to this. 

DanBred has now shut 
down its newly estab-
lished daughter company 
in Russia. 

Personally, the hardest 
thing for me with this ac-
tion was saying goodbye 
to some great colleagues 
in Russia, with the hope of 
‘see you on the other side’ 
of this mess. 

It is expected that feed 
prices will skyrocket in 
Denmark, due to no or 
limited supply from either 
Ukraine or Russia. 

Currently, a huge 
amount of grain and other 
products such as sun-
flower seeds are imported 
to Denmark – mostly 
from Ukraine – though it 
is predicted that this will 
be severely impacted as a 
result of the war. 

Danish pig producers 
are being urged to plant 
winter crops, so they can 
try to minimise some of 
the impact. 

Danish Agro has also 
reported that it is looking 
into other feed sources, es-
pecially if the Ukrainian 
corn supply is reduced to 
the European market. 

Regardless of the source, 
Danish pig producers 
can expect significantly 
higher feed costs in the 
near future.

In addition to feed in-
creases, energy of course 
will increase also. 

Discussions have been 
held with parliament to 
prioritise energy delivery 
to primary producers. 

At this stage, it is un-
known how much of an 
effect there will be.

However, the cost of 
producing and processing 
will undoubtedly increase, 
which at some point will 
have to be passed on to the 
consumer. 

It has already been la-
belled an upcoming food 

crisis in Denmark and 
wider Europe. 

In some more positive 
news, pig prices in Den-
mark have continued to 
increase – mostly due to 
the demand for slaughter 
pigs in Germany. 

Since many sows have 
been culled from the 
German industry, frozen 
stocks used and the ap-
proach of the season with 
some of the highest de-
mand in the restaurant 
trade – the price positive 
trend is expected to con-
tinue. 

However, in connec-
tion to the increased cost 
of production due to the 
war, consumers in Ger-
many have been warned 
that the cost of pork could 
increase by 20-50 percent, 
though it remains to be 
seen if it will be this se-
vere. 

The terrible situation 
in Ukraine affects eve-
rybody in Europe in one 
way or another, on a per-
sonal, humanitarian or 
economic level. 

At the time of writing 
this article, it had been one 
month since the first Rus-
sian attack on Ukraine. 

And while no one can 
predict when this crisis 
will be over, most people 
here appear to be pre-
paring for the situation to 
remain for two years at 
least. 

We can only hope it will 
be over much sooner than 
that. 

War – the ultimate farming challenge

The Ukrainian flag flying at Axelborg, home of the 
Danish Agriculture and Food Council.

Nordic
News  

by ASHLEY NORVAL

REDUCING varia-
tion in lifetime per-
formance – collection, 
storage and distribution 
of grain samples for in 
vivo and in vitro exper-
iments, assessment of 
related grain chemical 
and physical character-
istics, and management 
of the research data 
produced from experi-
ments to improve the 
AusScan Online NIR 
calibrations.

Data collected from 
various projects – the 
Premium Grains for 
Livestock project, CRC 
for an Internationally 
Competitive Pork In-
dustry projects, CRC 

for High Integrity Aus-
tralian Pork projects and 
a current APRIL project 
– has been used to de-
velop the AusScan On-
line near infrared spec-
troscopy calibrations to 
predict the nutritional 
value of grains for live-
stock, and various chem-
ical and physical grain 
characteristics important 
to livestock production. 

APRIL manages the li-
cense for the commercial 
use of the AusScan On-
line calibrations and is 
responsible for ongoing 
research and the mainte-
nance and improvement 
of calibrations. 

APRIL conducted re-
search upgrading the 
poultry AME calibra-
tions in 2018, and the 
University of Melbourne 

was awarded a research 
project from APRIL in 
2021 to upgrade the pig 
digestible energy cali-
brations.

APRIL is inviting 
commercialisation pro-
ject applications from an 
experienced and quali-
fied team – or teams – 
with access to suitable 
facilities to provide the 
required specialisations 
to undertake this project. 

The research project 
will be for a three-year 
period from July 1, 2022 
to June 30, 2025.

The APRIL com-
mercialisation project 
scheme requires a min-
imum level of co-invest-

ment of 20 percent cash 
– of the total project cost.

The project appli-
cation form, accom-
panying information 
document and guide-
lines are available from 
the APRIL website at 
apri.com.au/research/
funding-opportunities/ 

Project applications 
open on April 4, 2022 
and close at 5pm on May 
20, 2022.

For further informa-
tion and inquiries, con-
tact APRIL manager 
commercialisation and 
research impact Dr 
Charles Rikard-Bell on 
c.rikardbell@april.org.
au or 0439 513 723. 

Commercialisation project application call
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www.c-lines.com GRAIN & PROTEIN

> Designed in France for Australia
> Quick and easy local construction
> Premium construction materials
> Minimises feed consumption
> Maximises meat production
> Reduces energy consumption
> Easy cleaning and maintenance

P R E M I U M

PIG HOUSES

C-LINES produce a premium range of buildings for pig 
production. Designed in France to the highest standards, 
they offer the best performance in biosecurity, environmental 
control and animal welfare. With minimal energy 
consumption and easy maintenance, C-LINES are the place 
to go for your next pig house.

To find out more contact Peter Lutterschmidt. 
Email: Peter.Lutterschmidt@agcocorp.com 
Tel: 0429 653 315
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WHILE I will never 
know and will never ask 
“which industry body” 
of Brian Ramsay – inau-
gural chief executive of-
ficer of Australian Pork 
Limited – I was fasci-
nated to read his piece in 
the March 21, 2022 In-
novation Reframed news-
letter, where he referred 
to industry bodies, how 
they service individuals 
and how they may pref-
erentially service vested 
interests.

Brian regularly shares 
such thoughts these days 
in his capacity as man-
aging director of Inovact 
Consulting – a specialist 
management consultancy 
he formed in 2005.

So, here goes with this 
week’s, word for word:

Some years ago, I was 
interviewing farm owners 
as part of an industry 
strategy project. 

I’ll never forget one in-
terview. 

I was at the farm and 

speaking with the owner 
in a paddock and the con-
versation was going well 
as we discussed business 
and markets and I took 
notes. 

Then he shifted the topic 
to the industry body.

He started talking about 
how he had discovered 
that the industry body was 
serving the interests of a 
few, becoming so emo-
tional he started shaking. 

I stopped taking notes 
and listened intently to 
what he was saying. 

He had joined the peak 
body and actively engaged 
in good faith with commit-
tees, believing the group 
served a higher purpose 
– the interests of the in-
dustry as a whole. 

What he experienced was 
that the industry body was 
going through the motions 
of engaging members like 
him, while their decisions 
and actions were serving a 
few vested interests. 

He was bitter and felt 
that he and other farmers 
were being conned. 

The insights were outside 
my scope of work in that 
assignment, but I never 
forgot what he said.

There is something spe-
cial about being part of 
a group that strives for 

excellence with a common 
purpose. 

Whether it’s singing in a 
choir, playing in a sports 
team, marching in a band 
or military formation or 
simply going to a gym 
class. 

There is a cadence and 
a sense of belonging that 
transcends working and 
acting independently.

It is a key reason why 
working remotely will 
never wholly replace 
working at the office.

The best industry organ-
isations create value by 
nurturing collaboration 
in areas where individual 
firms can’t easily succeed 
by working alone.

 It is not enough to focus 
on growing markets, re-
ducing costs or defending 
your industry’s good repu-
tation. 

Businesses want to be 
part of the movement. 

They want to feel they 
have been heard and are 
part of something larger. 

It brings us back to the 
heart of high-performance 
industry service organi-
sations – leadership and 
purpose.

Having myself worked 
for and consulted to 
farming and agribusiness 
industry organisations, 

I am acutely aware that 
while the ‘backbone’ of 
most industry organisa-
tions – at least in terms 
of numbers – is the ‘little 
people’, the ‘big people’ 
tend to get most of the 
attention, and most of the 
benefits and rewards.

This has become increas-
ingly so over the years in 
farming and agribusiness, 
with the quantum shift to 
corporatisation.

Of course, Australia’s 
porcine industry is no dif-
ferent – as is underlined by 
the undeniable rise of in-
tensive pig production and 
with the great majority of 
that output in the hands of 
a handful of well-known 
corporates.

However, there is a wel-
come trend towards indi-
vidually owned and oper-
ated small pork production 
units, typically free range 
and – even better – pasture 
raised.

These units are satisfying 
demand from consumers 
for a pork product with 
provenance from pigs that 
have enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to root, forage and 
display natural instincts, 
minus the distressing re-
strictions that come with 
confinement in sheds, pens 
and stalls.

Despite the great majority 
of Australia’s pigs being 
confined and living their 
lives in what many label 
‘factory’ farms, there exists 
a dedicated and committed 
group of pig farmers who 
work hard and at consid-
erable cost to give their 
pigs better lives and more 
‘worthwhile’ deaths.

Long may they live and 
hopefully prosper – both 
pigs and people. 

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness 

Public Relations Skills that will 

build your business, enhance 

your brand, promote your 

products and sell your services, 

all backed by unsurpassed 

professionalism, experience  

and track record.

Contact Brendon Cant 

M  0417 930 536   E  brendon@iinet.net.au

Now this is a pig’s life, free to move around and graze. Pigs and people can be free to take a preferred production path.

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT

Sometimes size matters too much

Australian Pork Limited inaugural chief executive officer Brian Ramsay.
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PROSWINE.COM.AU proswine@apiam.com.au

•  APIAM SWINE SERVICES AND SUPPORT HUB

•  ONLINE HEALTH AND PRODUCTION RESOURCES

•  ACCESS TO FEATURE ARTICLES

•  LOCAL AND GLOBAL NEWSFEEDS

•  ONLINE SHOP – FAST DELIVERY

YOUR CENTRAL POINT 
FOR EVERYTHING SWINE

CENTRAL

 APIAM VETERINARY CLIENTS 
ADDITIONAL BENEFITS:

Visit the ProSwine 
Website
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■ Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au 

2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 ABN 11 003 543 548                 Mobile: 0437 431 901 

Victoria: Ben Slots  Phone: (03) 9462 4266 
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mobile: 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

AUSTRALIA’S chief 
veterinary officer Dr 
Mark Schipp provided 
an update on Japanese 
encephalitis and how the 
government and industry 
are working together on 
a coordinated response 
to reduce the spread of 
the virus. 

In February 2022, Japa-
nese encephalitis virus was 
detected and confirmed 
in piggeries in Victoria, 
Queensland and NSW. 

On March 4, cases were 
detected in South Aus-
tralia. 

Japanese encephalitis is 
a viral zoonotic disease 
that is spread by mosqui-
toes. 

The virus can cause 
reproductive losses and 
encephalitis in pigs and 
horses. 

In rare cases, Japanese 
encephalitis can cause 
disease in people. 

People and horses are 
considered ‘dead end’ 
hosts. 

Once infected, they do 
not play a role in transmit-
ting the virus. 

Pigs and some species of 
wild birds are amplifying 
hosts. 

It is not known how the 
virus came to mainland 
Australia and it is the first 
time the virus has been 
detected in southern Aus-
tralia. 

The movement of in-
fected mosquitoes or mi-
gratory waterbirds may 
have played a part in the 
spread of JEV. 

In animals, signs of dis-
ease are most common in 
horses and pigs. 

Other animals can be 
infected but typically do 
not show signs of illness 
– such as cattle, sheep, 
goats, dogs, cats, bats, 
rodents, reptiles, amphib-
ians and birds. 
Disease response

The Australian, state 

and territory govern-
ments are working with 
the pig and horse indus-
tries through the Con-
sultative Committee on 
Emergency Animal Dis-
ease in response to this 
outbreak. 

We are also working 
closely with human 
health authorities.

Australia is prepared to 
respond to animal dis-
ease incursions with na-
tional response arrange-
ments in place. 

The response strategy 
for this disease is out-
lined in the Japanese 
encephalitis AUSVET-
PLAN.
Food safety 

Japanese encephalitis is 
not a food safety concern 
and commercially pro-
duced pork meat or prod-
ucts are safe to consume. 
Signs of the disease in 
pigs 

Japanese encephalitis 
is primarily spread by 
mosquitoes. 

It is not spread from 
pigs to people, or from 
pig to pig. 

In pigs, the most 
common clinical signs 
are mummified and still-
born or weak piglets, 
some with neurological 
signs. 

Piglets infected after 
birth can develop en-
cephalitis, which pre-
sents as paddling or 
other neurological signs 
in the first six months 
of life. 

In other cases, wasting, 
depression or hindlimb 
paralysis may be seen 
in suckling piglets and 
weaners. 

Adult sows do not typi-
cally show overt signs of 
disease. 

If boars are present on 
farm, they may experi-
ence infertility, oedema-
tous and congested tes-
ticles. 

Advice for the pig in-
dustry

Pig producers should be 
highly vigilant for signs 
of Japanese encephalitis 
and report unexpected 
abortions or stillbirths.

People working or oth-
erwise in contact with 
pigs – including those 
who may have a small 
herd or pet – should take 
steps to control mos-
quitoes and continue to 
use effective biosecurity 
measures. 

Find out more at farm 
biosecurity.com.au – 
particularly the fact sheet 
on controlling mosqui-
toes in piggeries – and 
the National Pork Bio-
security Manual, which 
provides in-depth detail 
on biosecurity practices 
and management in pig-
geries. 
Human health advice 

Most Japanese encepha-
litis virus infections in 
people are asymptomatic, 
however those with se-
vere infection – which 
occurs in less than 1 per-
cent of cases – may ex-
perience neck stiffness, 

coma and more rarely, 
permanent neurological 
complications or death.

Encephalitis is the most 
serious clinical conse-
quence of infection.

Illness usually begins 
with symptoms such as 
sudden onset of fever, 
headache and vomiting. 

Anyone experiencing 
these symptoms should 
seek urgent medical at-
tention. 

People should try to 
prevent mosquito bites 
by using mosquito repel-
lent containing picaridin, 
DEET or oil of lemon eu-
calyptus on all exposed 
skin and reapply every 
few hours. 

Wear long, light col-
oured and loose-fitting 
clothing as well as cov-
ered footwear when out-
side. 

Ensure accommoda-
tion, including tents, are 
properly fitted with mos-
quito nettings or screens. 

For updates on human 
health impacts, visit 
hea lt h.gov. au / hea lt h-
topics/japanese-enceph 
alitis 

Australia’s chief veterinary 
officer’s JEV message

The Japanese encephalitis disease spread pathway.

LAST year, Aus-
tralian Pork Limited 
made a commitment 
to address the gender 
inequality that ex-
ists within the global 
meat sector and closer 
to home, in Australia. 

With March 8 
marking the United 
Nations-led Inter-
national Women’s Day, 
it was an appropriate 
time to reflect on the 
achievements made 
and cement further 
work in this space. 

To facilitate this 
focus, APL has 
proudly joined the in-
ternational networking 
group Meat Business 
Women as a country 
sponsor – as is Coles. 

MBW was founded 
in the UK and over 
the past few years has 
expanded into Aus-
tralia, New Zealand 
and Canada. 

The fundamental ob-
jective of MBW is to 
assure sustainability of 
the meat sector by at-
tracting and retaining 
the best possible talent. 

By aligning with 
such a worthy organi-
sation and providing 
financial and resource 
support, APL can fur-
ther amplify and lev-

erage the great work of 
MBW in Australia to 
generate change. 

MBW states, “The 
beating heart of Meat 
Business Women is the 
opportunity to share 
valuable diverse expe-
rience and expertise at 
engaging events and 
interactive mediums.” 

In support, APL ran a 
second Women in Pork 
event on International 
Women’s Day, with the 
aim of profiling some 
of the challenges and 
opportunities facing 
women working within 
the sector. 

APL extends its grat-
itude to Coles group 
category manager for 
pork, ham and value-
added meat Rosie 
Coldwell, Tarree Pas-
toral co-owner and di-
rector Karen Henwood 
and Rivalea Australia 
research scientist 
Dr Jessica Craig for 
sharing their insights 
and to everyone who 
dialled in to partici-
pate in the session. 

Late last year, APL 
ran a leaders workshop 
through the Livestock 
Collective – bringing 
together a group of 
14 people who work 
throughout the supply 

chain to equip them 
with the key skills 
needed to deliver their 
stories in a public plat-
form. 

This was essentially 
to share real sector 
stories with the wider 
community, so more 
informed opinions 
could be formulated 
and therefore decisions 
made about the role the 
Australian pork sector 
plays in Australia. 

APL ensured the 
group was balanced 
in terms of gender 
and age with the in-
tent of supporting 
the talent and skills 
of the women within 
this group, in order 
to raise awareness of 
career opportunities 
in the pork sector and 
highlight female role 
models.

APL also reflected 
on its own internal pol-
icies and has increased 
the number of weeks 
included in its mater-
nity policies. 

APL will continue 
to drive change from 
the inside out where 
possible and advocate 
for the many women 
who are and will be 
working within the 
pork industry. 

Celebrating women in pork

Australian Pork Limited will continue to drive change from the inside out 
where possible and advocate for the many women who are and will be work-
ing within the pork industry.

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://biosecurity.com.au
http://health.gov.au/health-topics/japanese-encephalitis
http://health.gov.au/health-topics/japanese-encephalitis
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THE Queensland 
Farmers’ Federation is 
pleased to announce the 
appointment of Jo Shep-
pard as the new chief ex-
ecutive officer.

Ms Sheppard joins QFF 
with a depth of experi-
ence across multiple in-
dustry sectors supported 
by strong advocacy, stake-
holder, community en-
gagement and government 
relations skills.

Most recently serving as 
director of stakeholder en-

gagement at the University 
of Southern Queensland, 
Ms Sheppard’s previous 
roles also include the 
CEO of the Toowoomba 
Chamber of Commerce, 
director on the board of 
Sunwater, and an elected 
councillor and Mayor of 
Paroo Shire Council in 
southwest Queensland.

Her passion for agricul-
ture and regional and re-
mote communities, as well 
as experience across mul-
tiple sectors, will ensure 

success in representing 
the interests of peak state 
and national agriculture 
industry organisations and 
more than 13,000 primary 
producers across Queens-
land.

“Advocating on behalf of 
Queensland’s farmers is a 
significant responsibility 
and given the importance 
of the agriculture sector to 
the state’s economy and re-
gional communities, effec-
tive representation is crit-
ical,” Ms Sheppard said.

“Despite facing ongoing 
challenges including the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
rising input prices, bio-
security incursions and 
climate change, Queens-
land farmers continue to 
produce world class food, 
fibre and foliage.

“I look forward to sup-
porting and striving 
for a better deal for 
Queensland’s farmers to 

strengthen their produc-
tivity and profitability into 
the future.”

QFF president Allan 
Dingle thanked outgoing 
CEO Dr Georgina Davis 
who has moved on to new 
challenges and welcomed 
Ms Sheppard to her new 
role.

“Jo has demonstrated 
clear leadership and advo-
cacy skills throughout her 
career, and her organisa-
tional and stakeholder en-
gagement experience will 
be crucial assets for QFF, 
our industry members and 
the state’s farmers,” Mr 
Dingle said.

“Under her direction, 
QFF will continue to pro-
gress a broad range of 
economic, social, environ-
mental and regional issues 
of strategic importance 
to improve the operating 
environment for Queens-
land’s farmers.” 

QFF welcomes new CEO

Queensland Farmers’ Federation chief executive 
officer Jo Sheppard.

Small Batch Sticky BBQ Pork Premium Sausages, 
available in most Coles supermarkets.

QPCG Industry 
Day in June
AFTER the post-
ponement of the 
event earlier in the 
year, the Queens-
land Pig Consultancy 
Group Industry Day 
‘Building Resilience 
in a Changing World’ 

Toowoomba has 
been rescheduled to 
Wednesday June 22. 

For further infor-
mation, contact Sara 
Willis at sara.willis@
daf.qld.gov.au or 0423 
027 053. 

THE makers behind 
Small Batch by Tradi-
tion Smallgoods are 
passionate about using 
quality ingredients. 

That’s why, for their 
Sticky BBQ Pork sau-
sages, they have chosen 
to source free range Aus-
tralian pork.  

Found on the shelf in 
most Coles supermarkets, 
Small Batch butchers have 
carefully selected quality 
small batches of 100 per-
cent free range pork.

The pork meat is 

coarsely ground and bal-
anced with garlic, fresh 
chopped spring onion, 
ginger and a hint of chilli 
to create gluten-free fla-
vour-packed sausages.

Small Batch are also 
doing packaging differ-
ently. 

By using a recyclable 
cardboard box, they are 
using 70 percent less 
plastic packaging than the 
traditional tray and film 
packaging. 

Find out more, visit tradi 
tionsmallgoods.com.au 

Small Batch 
make a mark

http://www.porknews.com.au
mailto:sara.willis@daf.qld.gov.au
mailto:sara.willis@daf.qld.gov.au
http://traditionsmallgoods.com.au
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Strong focus on sustainability 
THE Australian Pork 
Limited sustainability 
goals and the impor-
tance of strong com-
mitments mentioned 
last month enable us to 
demonstrate to the com-
munity that the pork 
industry is listening to 
their concerns and is 
willing to act. 

Some of our biggest as-
pirations and opportuni-
ties are in the environ-
mental space. 

As an intensive industry, 
pork is starting from a 
better position on issues 
such as carbon emissions 
and water use than other 
red meats, but there is 
more we can do.

To support our goals 
around reducing the foot-
print of pork and sharing 
our story, we have de-
veloped a suite of exten-
sion resources that have 
started to roll out over the 
past month. 

These resources aim 
to help producers under-
stand and make changes 
to better meet the needs 
of customers and re-
tailers, who are asking for 
more action with regards 
to the environment. 

The suite includes in-
formation on the sustain-
ability framework, life-
cycle assessments, under-
standing pigs and carbon, 
industry road maps, a 
funding and grants access 
catalogue, solar calcula-
tors and an energy audit 
checklist.

The pork industry 
‘Low Carbon Emissions 
Roadmap’ and ‘Closing 
the Loop on Waste 
Roadmap’ seek to pro-
vide a stronger technical 
foundation for the actions 
of the industry as a whole, 
ultimately focussing on 
how to drive down carbon 
emissions and close the 
loop on waste. 

They will provide a 
summary of the process 

to producers – from un-
derstanding the termi-
nology, determining base-
line emissions, under-
standing potential reduc-
tion strategies, and finally 
measuring and marketing 
achievements. 

APL has also created 
new tools for producers 
in the energy space, ac-
knowledging that energy 
is a large part of emis-
sions and also one of the 
most accessible. 

A very simple option 
could be to switch energy 
provider to a company of-
fering green energy such 
as hydro or renewables. 

These tools include en-
ergy self-audit checklists 
to help interpret energy 
bills and requirements to 
weigh up alternative op-
tions. 

APL has commissioned 
All Energy to create two 
solar calculators – solar 
voltaic and solar thermal 
– to help identify if solar 
is the right solution for 
you.

We have also been 
supporting the Meath 
and Livestock Australia 
Waste to Profit project, 
which has been focussed 
on optimising anerobic 
digestion technology. 

This project is currently 
beta-testing the new tool 
ADAdvisor, which is a 
detailed feasibility as-
sessment for anerobic 
digestion technology, 

including using mixed 
feedstocks, carbon credit 
potential, physical and 
capital requirements, and 
benefit cost assessment. 

This new tool is still 
being finalised but will 
provide another way to 
assess whether biogas 
generation is a good fit 
for your business after 
you complete the energy 
self-assessment. 

Biogas generation is a 
great way to reduce both 
power bills and carbon 
footprint.

To further enhance 
and support the area of 
sustainability, APL is 
pleased to welcome Tim-
othy Morley-Sattler to the 
producer relations team. 

Tim’s role as the new 
sustainability project 
officer was created to 
specifically support pro-
ducers in implementing 
sustainable practices and 
infrastructure on farm. 

Tim holds a Bachelor 
of Animal Science from 
Charles Sturt University 
and comes to APL with 
a strong understanding of 
agricultural systems and 
knowledge of pig produc-
tion. 

His agriculture expe-
rience spans a variety 
of roles as dairy hand, 
feedlot animal health 
foreperson, feedlot re-
ceival and shipping forep-
erson and most recently 
livestock production spe-

cialist for a rural ag-ser-
vice provider. 

Tim’s roles to date 
mean he is well versed in 
the everyday challenges 
the agriculture industry 
can face, building rela-
tionships and providing 
on-farm advice, while 
liaising with livestock 
buyers, driving sales and 
managing the care and 
welfare of livestock.

His tertiary qualifica-
tions coupled with his ex-
perience communicating 
and working with a range 
of individuals will be an 
asset to our producers and 
the APL team. 

As the sustainability 
project officer, Tim will 
be working with sus-
tainability specialists, 
making technical infor-
mation more accessible to 
producers and providing 
boots on the ground sup-
port across sustainability 
projects – by ensuring 
the uptake of initiatives 
such as covering effluent 
ponds, supporting design 
and installation of biogas 
systems, solar systems, 
energy storage devices, 
assisting with access to 
life-cycle assessments 
and project grants or 
funding. 

Tim is genuinely ex-
cited by the opportunity 
to support producers in 
achieving their sustain-
ability goals and will be 
commencing his role in 
early April. 

Keep an eye on the APL 
Update for a further in-
troduction to Tim and 
when the new tools and 
resources will become 
available. 

In the meantime, let us 
know how we can fur-
ther support you in the 
journey of emissions and 
energy reduction. 

For more information, 
contact Rowena Davis at 
rowena.davis@australian 
pork.com.au 

THIS month Australian 
Pork Limited celebrates 
a silver anniversary 
within the organisation. 

Starting her journey in 
the late 1990s with what 
was then the Australian 
Pork Corporation, Kylie 
Roberts took a role in 
merchandising and 
butcher relations. 

While initially a fill-in 
job on her way to future 
prospects, exposure to 
the colourful characters 
of the industry soon had 
her enamoured with all 
things pork.

Working through the 
retail and foodservice 
areas of the organisation, 
Kylie progressed to state 
then national manage-
rial roles and eventually 
to the brand marketing 
team, where she leads 
bringing PorkStar to life. 

Launched in early 
2000, the PorkStar pro-
gram is the connector 
between new industry 
innovators and pork 
knowledge – elevating 
pork beyond the plate.

Kylie has been re-
sponsible for recruiting 
some familiar household 
names to the versatility, 
taste and benefits of 
pork, including Manu 
Feildel, Adrian Rich-

ardson, Colin Fassnidge 
and ‘Fast’ Ed Halmagyi.

PorkStar has helped lift 
the desirability of pork 
to the most creative chefs 
and restaurateurs nation-
wide and has helped 
pork gain prominence 
in leading food and life-
style publications. 

Kylie’s work has cre-
ated a trickle-down 
effect that allows con-
sumers to enjoy various 
pork innovations from 
restaurants and directly 
from their local super-
market. 

Her work has been car-
ried out with authenticity 
and a genuine passion for 
the product, alongside 
PorkStar ambassador 
Mitch Edwards.

Adrian Richardson has 
worked with Kylie for 
many years and when re-
flecting on this anniver-
sary said, “When I think 
of pork, I think of Kylie.” 

“She has been abso-
lutely fantastic to deal 
with. 

“In all my years of 
dealing with APL, Kylie 
has always been there 
with a laugh and a smile, 
and a great sense of hu-
mour. 

“Not only is she won-
derful at promoting the 
pork industry to chefs – 
who are hard most of the 
time – but she’s also able 
to deliver the goods. 

“I have enjoyed 
working with her for 
these many years and 

look forward to many 
years in future.”

Celebrating her twenty-
fifth year, Kylie shows 
no signs of slowing 
her enthusiasm for the 
Aussie protein. 

Looking at the year 
ahead, Kylie is working 
to seek out the next gen-
eration of chefs and in-
novators in the industry, 
connecting pork with 
the education of highly 
skilled indigenous chefs 
through the National 
Indigenous Culinary In-
stitute and re-engaging 
with the industry through 
the return of PorkStar 
events nationwide. 
Lylle Blackstock
APL Public Relations 
Manager

Twenty-five years of pioneering pork

Q U E E N S L A N D 
Farmers’ Federa-
tion led a delegation 
of members to meet 
with federal Minister 
for Agriculture David 
Littleproud recently 
to discuss the sustain-
ability of the agricul-
ture sector in the face 
of spiralling input 
costs and concerns re-
garding input supply 
security.

With diesel prices hit-
ting record levels and 
farm input costs across 
the board rising sig-
nificantly, QFF and its 
member organisations 
were pleased to take 
the opportunity to meet 
with Mr Littleproud to 
not only voice their con-
cerns but to also initiate 
discussion on how in-
dustry and government 
can work closely to-
gether to find solutions.

QFF chief execu-
tive officer Jo Shep-
pard said that member 
feedback clearly dem-
onstrated the growing 
concern of farmers who 
cannot continue to bear 
the brunt of increasing 
input costs.

“Fuel, fertiliser, chem-
icals and many other 
inputs are sourced from 
overseas,” Ms Sheppard 
said.

“Over the past two 
years, we have seen the 
costs of these increase 
by in some cases 150 
percent. 

“Most consumers have 
not yet seen the impact 
of this as farmers have 
absorbed many of these 

price increases, however 
this is not sustainable.

“This latest increase 
in fuel prices will have 
an impact on every 
aspect of production 
and is compounding 
the problem of already 
rising input costs.”

Farmers are con-
cerned with not only 
the price hikes but with 
the future security of 
supply of many key 
farm inputs also.

“Over the past few 
years, we have seen 
massive increases in the 
costs of fuel, fertilisers 
and electricity to name 
a few, with no requisite 
rise in farm gate prices 
or retail,” Ms Sheppard 
said.

“Our farmers have 
been absorbing the bulk 
of these costs. 

“It’s simply not sus-
tainable.

“If you accept that 
Australia runs on 
trucks, it’s easy to see 
how these fuel spikes 
are going to play out. 

“Every delivery of fer-
tiliser, seed, stock and 
such will increase.

“On farm, the costs 
of operating machinery 
increases. 

“And, getting produce 
to retailers and con-
sumer increases too.

“We are all being im-
pacted by the increased 
cost of fuel.”

QFF is calling on the 
Federal Government to 
work with industry to 
find and progress ways 
to provide farmers with 
surety and security of 

supply of fuel and other 
volatile inputs.

“There are many vari-
ables in farming, but the 
sector has been inno-
vating for many years 
to build its capacity to 
manage risk,” Ms Shep-
pard said. 

“A reliable cost-ef-
fective supply chain is 
critical to the future of 
agriculture.

“We need the Fed-
eral Government to 
work closely with in-
dustry to help shore up 
the supply of fuel and 
other key inputs, so that 
farmers have a secure 
and stable environment 
to operate in, costs can 
be contained, and we 
can continue to do what 
our farming sector does 
best in producing high 
quality, food, fibre and 
foliage.

“QFF and its mem-
bers appreciated the op-
portunity to meet with 
Minister Littleproud to 
raise these concerns and 
discuss several ways 
forward. 

“And while it was 
heartening to hear the 
Federal Government 
believes that fuel supply 
is secure and prices will 
stabilise, QFF will be 
continuing discussions 
with the Minister’s of-
fice to progress initia-
tives that will support 
the development of 
input cost management 
issues and security of 
input supply security 
on other items such as 
fertiliser as a matter of 
urgency.” 

Surety and security

View the current edition online  
as a digital flip book.

Email design@collins.media  
to be notified each month when the new  

publication is available.

www.porknews.com.au

“Over the past few years, we have seen massive increases in the costs of 
fuel, fertilisers and electricity to name a few, with no requisite rise in farm 
gate prices or retail,” Jo Sheppard said.

n Farmers need input cost assurance

Extension Officer

by ROWENA DAVIS

With authenticity and a genuine passion for pork, Kylie Roberts celebrates 25 
years at APL.

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://australianpork.com.au
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A NEW report has 
found Australians are 
paying more for meat, 
bread, dairy and fruit 
because climate change 
is disrupting food supply 
chains.

Farmers for Climate Ac-
tion, a national organisa-
tion of 7000 farmers and 
leaders in the agricultural 
sector, recently released 
Fork in the Road: the im-
pacts of climate change on 
our food supply, by Ste-
phen Bartos.

Mr Bartos is an interna-
tionally recognised expert 
who authored a report for 
the Federal Government in 
2012 examining resilience 

in the Australian food 
supply chain.
Food supply chain dis-
rupted

Farmers for Climate Ac-
tion chief executive officer 
Fiona Davis said, “The re-
port shows climate change 
is already disrupting every 
part of the food supply 
chain, from extreme heat 
and lack of water on farms 
to food packing facilities, 
transport links and the cost 
of farmers accessing in-
surance, finance and fer-
tiliser.”

“As Australia heats fur-
ther, these impacts will 
grow and consumers will 
pay more for food.

“More lost food, less 
grass for farmers’ livestock 
to eat, less water and less 
days to transport livestock 
– which cannot be trans-
ported in extreme heat – 
mean consumers pay more 
for food,” Ms Davis said.

The risk of food short-
ages in Australia increases 
with climate change.

“Getting produce off 
farm and into supermar-
kets and ultimately Aussie 
homes becomes difficult or 
impossible to deliver when 
multiple events coincide,” 
Ms Davis said.

“We saw this earlier 
this year in northern and 
central Australia when re-
cord floods cut off roads 
and rail links during the 
COVID pandemic.

“Now our thoughts are 
with people impacted 
by the Queensland and 
northern NSW floods, as 
they grapple with the flood 
response while also trying 
to secure essential food 
supplies.”
Rubust supply chains

“We need to act quickly 
to make our supply chains 
more robust, but ultimately 
to address the key driver 
of these difficulties – we 
need deep emissions cuts 
this decade to protect 
our farmers and our food 
supply chain,” Ms Davis 
said.

The author of the report 
Stephen Bartos said, “Aus-
tralians take it for granted 
that food will always be 
available.” 

“Climate change disrupts 
this. 

“It creates and amplifies 
risks all the way through 
the supply chain, from 
farm to warehouse to su-
permarket shelves.

“Some farmers have al-
ready had to sell and shift 
to areas with more reliable 
rainfall, which raises the 
issue of stranded assets – 
as packing houses and pro-
cessors are set up in select 
regions where specific pro-
duce is currently grown, 
such as dairy processing 
factories.” 

Climate change driving food prices

The Stephen Bartos report commissioned by Farmers 
for Climate Action, a national organisation of 7000 
farmers and leaders in the agricultural sector.
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ACCORDING to re-
search from the Univer-
sity of Copenhagen in 
Denmark, it is now pos-
sible to decode pig emo-
tions by translating pig 
grunts.

Using thousands of 
acoustic recordings gath-
ered throughout the lives 
of pigs, from their births 
to deaths, an international 
team of researchers has 
learned to translate pig 
grunts into actual emo-
tions across an extended 
number of conditions and 
life stages.

The research is led by 
the University of Copen-
hagen, the ETH Zurich 
and France’s National Re-
search Institute for Agri-
culture, Food and Envi-
ronment, and can be used 
to improve animal welfare 
in future.

In a new study, an in-
ternational team of re-
searchers from Denmark, 
Switzerland, France, 
Germany, Norway and 
the Czech Republic have 
translated pig grunts into 
emotions. 

The findings have been 

published in Scientific Re-
ports.

Using more than 7000 
audio recordings of pigs, 
the researchers designed 
an algorithm that can 
decode whether an indi-
vidual pig is experiencing 
a positive emotion such 
as ‘happy’ or ‘excited’, 
a negative one such as 
‘scared’ or ‘stressed’, or 
somewhere in between. 

The recordings were col-
lected in a wide range of 
situations encountered by 
commercial pigs – both 
positive and negative – 

from when they are born 
until their deaths.

University of Copen-
hagen Department of Bi-
ology Associate Professor 
Elodie Briefer said, “With 
this study, we demon-
strate that animal sounds 
provide great insight into 
their emotions.”

“We also prove that an 
algorithm can be used to 
decode and understand the 
emotions of pigs, which is 
an important step towards 
improved animal welfare 
for livestock.”

The researchers re-
corded pig sounds in both 
commercial and experi-
mental scenarios which, 
based on the behaviour of 
the pigs, are either associ-
ated with a positive and 
negative emotion. 

Positive situations in-
cluded for example those 
when piglets suckle from 
their mothers or when 
they are reunited with 
their family after being 
separated. 

The emotionally nega-
tive situations included, 
among others, separation, 
fights between piglets, 
castration and slaughter.

In experimental stables, 
the researchers also cre-
ated various mock sce-
narios for the pigs, de-
signed to evoke more 
nuanced emotions in the 
middle of the spectrum. 

These included an arena 
with toys or food and a 
corresponding arena 
without any stimuli. 

The researchers also 
placed new and unfamiliar 
objects in the arena for the 
pigs to interact with. 

Along the way, the pigs’ 
calls, behaviour and heart-
rates were monitored and 
recorded when possible.

The researchers then an-
alysed the more than 7000 
audio recordings to see if 
there was a pattern in the 
sounds as a function of 
the emotions, and if they 
could discern the positive 
situations and emotions 
from the negative ones. 

As already revealed in 
previous research, the re-
searchers collected more 
high-frequency calls such 
as screams and squeals in 
negative situations. 

At the same time, low-
frequency calls such as 
barks and grunts occurred 
both in situations where 
the pigs experienced posi-
tive or negative emotions.

The situations between 
the extremes were particu-
larly interesting.

With an even more thor-
ough analysis of the sound 
files, the researchers 
found a new pattern that 
revealed what the pigs 
experienced in certain 
situations in even greater 
detail.

“There are clear differ-
ences in pig calls when we 
look at positive and nega-
tive situations,” Assoc 
Prof Elodie Briefer said.

“In the positive situ-
ations, the calls are far 
shorter with minor fluc-
tuations in amplitude. 

“Grunts more spe-
cifically begin high and 
gradually go lower in fre-
quency. 

“By training an algo-
rithm to recognise these 
sounds, we can classify 92 
percent of the calls to the 
correct emotion.”

The study of animal 
emotions is a relatively 
new field that has come 
about over the past 20 
years. 

Today, it is widely ac-
cepted that the mental 
health of livestock is im-
portant for their overall 
well-being. 

Nevertheless, today’s 
animal welfare focusses 
primarily on the physical 
health of livestock. 

Indeed, several systems 
exist that can automati-
cally monitor an animal’s 
physical health for a 
farmer.

“We have trained the 
algorithm to decode pig 
grunts,” Assoc Prof El-
odie Briefer said.

“Now, we need someone 
who wants to develop the 
algorithm into an app that 
farmers can use to im-
prove the welfare of their 
animals.”

She added that with 
enough data to train the al-
gorithm, the method could 
also be used to better un-
derstand the emotions of 
other mammals. 

Pig grunts reveal emotions
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Greenslade’s nursery and 
finisher sheds getting results
R I V E R T O N - b a s e d 
producer Matthew 
Greenslade understands 
the importance of in-
vesting in superior in-
frastructure for quality 
outcomes.

When asked of his deci-
sion in choosing Stock-
yard Industries for the re-
cent upgrade at his farm, 
Matthew was happy to 
provide this feedback.

Stockyard Industries 
has been a well-respected 
name in the pig industry 
for a long time and the 
fact that the owner is a pig 
producer carries signifi-
cant weight.

So, when we were 
looking to upgrade the pig-
gery, Stockyard Industries 
were the obvious choice. 

After helping to iron out 
a few problems with the 
ventilation in an existing 

weaner shed, the decision 
was made to upgrade the 
finisher accommodation.

The construction of 
a new turnkey 40x12m 
640-space finisher shed 
was undertaken in 2019 
and is achieving fantastic 
results.

The fully concrete-
slatted shed stays ex-
tremely clean and the Big 
Dutchman automatically 
controlled natural ventila-
tion with spray cooling 
works a treat. 

With a simple Big 
Dutchman automated-
feed system, our aim of 
making the shed as user-

friendly as possible has 
succeeded. 

After years of weaning 
into eco-shelters, we made 
the decision to move to 
controlled-environment 
nurseries. 

Eco-shelters have their 
place but, with Riverton 
having a classic Mediter-
ranean climate and the 
piggery being exposed 
to bitter gully winds, we 
were keen to maximise 
early growth in a more 
controlled manner. 

The decision to use 
Stockyard Industries was 
easy and saw the addi-
tional design and con-

struction of a 36x9m 960-
place controlled-climate 
nursery shed. 

Once again, the clean 
and easy design works ex-
tremely well.

Using the Big Dutchman 
climate system – which 
consists of RainMaker 
evaporative cooling, CL 
600 exhaust fans with ac-
tuated air inlets and LB 
White gas room heaters 
– we experience very little 
temperature variation and 
maintain optimal condi-
tions for the pigs.

Our aim of pigs keeping 
their ‘bloom’ after 
weaning is being fulfilled, 
along with our goal of 
never mixing pigs after 
weaning.

Early indications are 
that we are almost a week 
ahead on previous growth 
rates. 

A Stockyard Industries 

turnkey project covers 
everything – from ap-
proval and design all the 
way through to the fin-
ishing touches and after-
sales technical support 
and service.

This was important to 
me as it allowed us to con-
centrate on our core busi-
ness while the construc-
tion was taking place.

As with any major pro-
ject, there were minor 
teething problems, how-
ever nothing was too 
much trouble for Stock-
yard Industries’ sales 
manager pigs Cam and 
technical manager South 
Australia Shane, and you 
know that any phone call 
will be met with a positive 
response.

For more information 
on Stockyard Industries, 
visit stockyardindustries.
com 

Matthew Greenslade was extremely happy with the fully concrete-slatted shed 
which stays extremely clean and the Big Dutchman automatically controlled natu-
ral ventilation with spray cooling. 

After years of weaning into eco-shelters, the 
Greenslade farm made the decision to move to 
controlled-environment nurseries. 

A Stockyard Industries turnkey project covers everything, leaving the producers to concentrate on their core 
business while construction takes place.
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Fig 1: Summer and winter crop production, Australia, 2021-22.

THE data set in Table 1 
summarises the number 
of NIR scans completed 
within February 2022 for 
each mill and includes 
new seasons grain. 

This month, AusScan 
Online was also able to 
include a small number of 
scans for wheat from a feed 
mill in the Western Aus-
tralia region. 

The report is not able 
to identify the proportion 
of new seasons grain or 
separate out weather dam-
aged grain.

The following is adapted 
from the Australian Crop 
Report, National Over-
view, March 1, 2022 – awe.
gov.au/abares/research-
topics/agr icultural-out 
look/australian-cropreport/
overview

Harvesting of winter 
crops this season is now 
complete. 

Total winter crop produc-
tion is estimated to be 61.9 

million tonnes in 2021-22. 
This represents an up-

ward revision of 6 percent 
from the December 2021 
edition of the Australian 
Crop Report. 

Production of wheat, 
barley and canola are all 
estimated to have reached 
new national records. 

These records are driven 
by wheat production in 
Western Australia, which 
had a favourable growing 
season – the only mainland 
Australian state to have 
no problems with falling 
numbers an indicator 
of sprouted grain, as the 
wheat harvest was efficient 
and dry. 

A common trade-off of 
high yields can be the sub-
sequent dilution of protein 
levels, and this was notice-
able in Western Australia, 
where lower than average 
qualities of wheat were ob-
served. 

Conversely, NSW had a 
near-record production, as 

crops were in good condi-
tion at the end of winter, 
which was followed by 
favourable conditions over 
spring, providing an excel-
lent base for high yields 
nationally. 

However, record No-
vember rainfall in most 
cropping regions in NSW 
and Queensland led to 
weather damage and delays 
in harvests. 

Widespread quality 
downgrades to feed wheat 
in NSW due to low falling 
number was between 40-45 
percent, representing 5-6 
million tonnes from a total 
of 13 million tonnes. 

Some of the feed wheat 
has a high-protein profile 
– about 13 percent – which 
may be appealing to feed 
formulators looking to re-
duce inclusion rates of the 
current high-priced soy-
bean meals.

In other states, grain 
quality has been mostly av-
erage and as expected. 

AusScan Monthly Early Harvest Report for February 2022 scans
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PRESSURE cleaners and 
steam cleaners are widely 
used in piggeries around 
Australia. 

Producers understand 
that high pressure cleaning 
must be fast, efficient and 
use less water.

Aussie Pumps has devel-
oped a range of high-pres-
sure steam cleaners, with 
performance way above 
that produced by European 
machines. 

Aussie Pumps – Aus-
tralia’s major manufacturer 
of high-pressure water 
blasters – has been working 
with producers for the past 
20 years.

This has led to the de-
velopment of products that 
are particularly suitable for 
stall washdown.

Many machines sold dec-
ades ago are still working 
in farms and sheds around 
Australia and do a great job 
every day.

Some farmers like the 
idea of being able to use 
hot water or even steam.

They enjoy the concept 
of combined cleaning and 
sterilising capability.

Killing potential virus 
germs in any intense animal 
husbandry applications is 
considered essential.

Aussie’s new Admiral 
4000 cleaner is a 4000psi 
steam cleaner with in-
creased capability that can 
produce 130C.

The Admiral can save 
time, water and electricity 
in the cleaning process.

The 4000psi capability 
means it can move waste 
and debris fast, creating 
huge time savings for pro-
ducers.

That combination of high 
pressure and 15LPM flow 
gets the job done faster.

Aussie’s hot water ma-
chines only come with 
slow-speed pump and 

motor combinations run-
ning at 1450rpm – they 
provide for a longer and 
trouble-free operating life.

The machines have four-
pole 415V or 240V motors, 
depending on the size. 

Pistons are solid ce-
ramic and pumps are all 
top-quality ISO 9001 – not 
knock-offs.

They all come with stain-
less-steel covers, replacing 
the traditional European 
plastic cover. 

A steel chassis with 
bumper is stronger and 
longer lasting than poly-
propylene and is suitable 
for tough conditions.

Four wheels, not castors, 
are included for ease of 
movement on uneven sur-
faces.

The new Admiral 
steamer is way ahead of 
some imports. 

It features a wide range 
of protection devices that 

are aimed at providing the 
maximum convenience for 
the operator. 

These include low-water 
cut-out warning, safety 
thermostat, timed total stop 
with automatic shut-down, 
micro-leak detection, a low 
fuel sensor with a warning 
light and 18 litre diesel fuel 
tank.

The whole idea is to learn 
from the industry and ask 
growers what they need. 

The ultimate desire is to 
give them something better 
than they could imagine. 

For further informa-
tion, including informa-
tion on Aussie’s free safety 
training program, visit aus 
siepumps.com.au 

MYCOTOXINS are a 
common concern for 
feed quality and an-
imal safety worldwide. 

Mycotoxins can exert 
their effects on animals 
in many ways – change 
feeding behaviour, re-
duce growth and effi-
ciency, alter intestinal 
structure or function, 
damage internal organs, 
affect endocrine system 
signalling and modify 
the immune system. 

Mycotoxicosis can 
negatively impact all 
stages of animal pro-
duction. 

When pigs eat feed 
containing a harmful 
mycotoxin, the toxin 
can affect the pig's cen-
tral nervous system, 
liver, kidney, immune 
system or reproductive 
process.

Exposure to myco-
toxins can occur as ei-
ther a large single dose 
– acute – or as a lesser 
quantity consumed over 
time – chronic. 

To make matters more 
complicated, multiple 
mycotoxins can have 
greater negative effects, 
with synergistic roles on 
performance and health. 

Symptoms of myco-
toxicosis are then de-
pendent on the type of 
mycotoxins involved, 
the concentration and 
the age or health status 
of the animal. 
Gastrointestinal tract 

Consumption of my-
cotoxins at both lower 
and higher concentra-
tions can significantly 
impact gastrointestinal 
health. 

Damage throughout 
the small intestine can 
lead to decreased villus 
height or increased 
crypt depth, nutrient 
malabsorption, intes-
tinal lesions and even 
haemorrhaging. 

Several mycotoxins 
are also shown to in-
crease the colonisation 
of pathogens such as 
salmonella and e coli.

Despite having a 
rumen, ruminant ani-
mals are not resistant to 
mycotoxin effects. 

Though rumen micro-
organisms can degrade 
some mycotoxins, other 
mycotoxins can have 
detrimental effects on 
these organisms or can 
pass through without 
breakdown. 

As a result, even low 
doses of mycotoxins 
could play a role in 
rumen and gut health. 
Immune system 

Mycotoxins can 
impact the immune 
system, with the ability 
to cause both immune 
stimulation and im-
mune suppression de-
pending on mycotoxin 
type and concentration.

Immune stimula-
tion often results in the 
production of proin-
flammatory cytokines, 
which is an energeti-
cally costly process for 
the animal and may 
adversely impact per-
formance. 

Immune suppres-
sion is also of concern 
because it can lead to 
increased susceptibility 
to secondary diseases, 

reoccurrence of chronic 
infections and even the 
failure of vaccine pro-
grams.

Poor vaccination ef-
ficiency can be of con-
siderable importance 
in animal production 
when vaccination is es-
sential for disease pre-
vention and control. 
Growth performance 

Whether it is simply 
a case of reduced feed 
intake or a combination 
of the various effects 
throughout the body, 
mycotoxins can have an 
impact on growth and 
performance output. 

Research has shown 
that growth perform-
ance can be reduced at 
both lower and higher 
levels of mycotoxin 
consumption.

In dairy cows, reduced 
milk production and 
quality could be a sign 
of mycotoxin consump-
tion. 
Reproductive per-
formance 

Mycotoxins can also 
impact breeding per-
formance. 

In some cases, the 
effects on reproduc-
tive performance may 
be caused directly by 
mycotoxins, such as in 
the case of zearalenone 
consumption. 

However, reproductive 
changes may also be due 
to the indirect effects 
that other mycotoxins 
have on animal health. 

Trichothecene myco-
toxins – such as deox-
ynivalenol and T2/HT2 
toxins – are shown to 
lower egg production 
and hatchability rates 
of poultry, increase the 
number of stillbirths 
in pigs and lower preg-
nancy rates in dairy 
cows. 
Provide support by 
managing mycotoxins 

In many cases, the 
problems associated 
with mycotoxin-con-
taminated feed are not a 
result of acute contami-
nation, but rather due to 
long-term consumption 
of low levels of mix-
tures of mycotoxins. 

Animals can develop 
an array of metabolic 
disturbances that re-
sult in poor perform-
ance, low productivity, 
changes in carcass 
quality, reduced fertility 
and immune suppres-
sion. 

Mycotoxins should 
thus always be of con-
cern to animal pro-
ducers, as these con-
taminants can signifi-
cantly impact animal 
production and profit-
ability. 

To minimise the threat 
of mycotoxins, feed and 
animal producers can 
utilise a range of tech-
niques, from testing 
feedstuffs and feed for 
mycotoxins to including 
a broad-spectrum ad-
sorbent in the feed, such 
as Alltech’s Mycosorb 
A+.

More information on 
mycotoxins is available 
online at knowmyco 
toxins.com 
Dr Alexandra Weaver
Alltech Mycotoxin 
Management

Aussie’s Admiral steamers sanitise and clean at the 
same time!

Efficient hygienic cleaningMycotoxin impacts 
on animal health 
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A NEW roadmap by 
CSIRO, Australia’s na-
tional science agency, 
shows how Australia can 
serve up a wider range 
of high-quality protein 
products to feed the 
world’s growing popula-
tion and help capture a 
$13 billion market op-
portunity for all types of 
protein.

Released recently, the re-
port ‘Protein: A roadmap 
for unlocking technology-
led growth opportuni-
ties for Australia’ also 
outlines how Australia 
could create up to 10,000 
jobs and become a global 
leader. 

With an expected two 
billion extra people on the 
planet to feed by 2050, 
coupled with changing 

tastes and dietary prefer-
ences, the world is going 
to need to produce more 
protein, more sustainably 
and from more sources.

Growth opportuni-
ties include new plant-
based products, turning 
lesser cuts of red meat 
into value-added protein 
powders and nutraceuti-
cals, developing higher-
protein and better tasting 
legume crops, creating a 
new sustainable industry 
in Australian white-flesh 
fish, and exploring non-
traditional forms of pro-
tein such as cultivated 
meat and edible insects. 

CSIRO chief executive 
Dr Larry Marshall said 
Australia’s strong history 
and global reputation in 
agriculture and food pre-

sent a big opportunity for 
future growth.

“As protein demand 
grows and new consumer 
trends emerge, solutions 
from science can help 
create new markets and 
complement our existing 
globally competitive tra-
ditional markets.” 

“This will help shift 
Australia’s reputation 
from being the world’s 
food bowl of commodities 
to becoming a global deli-
catessen of unique higher 
value exports,” Dr Mar-
shall said.

“CSIRO’s Future Pro-
tein Mission recognises 
the scale of this challenge 
and brings together a 
wide network of partners 
with the latest innovative 
technology to seize this 
opportunity for a resil-
ient and sustainable food 
system. 

“We can supercharge 
growth in our traditional 
protein industries by har-
nessing technologies such 
as digital traceability and 
integrity systems that en-
hance the premium status 
of Australian red meat, 
and grow new comple-
mentary protein mar-
kets through techniques 
similar to precision fer-
mentation to generate a 
suite of new Australian 
products.” 

The roadmap highlights 
how protein demand can 
only be met by bringing 
together animal, plant and 
non-traditional protein 
production systems. 

Food and agribusiness 

growth centre Food In-
novation Australia Lim-
ited managing director 
Dr Mirjana Prica said the 
global demand for protein 
represents a significant 
export opportunity for 
all of Australia’s protein 
players.

“Consumer demand is 
increasing for all protein 
sources,” Dr Prica said.

“Australia has a real 
opportunity to have a 
thriving local food manu-
facturing sector, while be-
coming a leading exporter 
in value-added traditional, 
plant and novel protein 
products.

“Building domestic ca-
pacity and infrastructure 
to not only tap but to build 
scale for the plethora of 
protein opportunities is 
critical if we are to switch 
from importing ingredi-
ents to producing our own 
domestically.”

CSIRO developed the 
roadmap drawing on its 
deep and broad connec-
tions in the sector to drive 
a conversation about how 
to grow this protein op-
portunity for national 
benefit, underpinned by 
the right infrastructure 
and technology.

The roadmap was de-
veloped in consultation 
with key stakeholders 
in government, industry 
and the research sector 
across Australia’s agricul-
ture, food and innovation 
system. 

Access the full report at 
csiro.au/protein-roadmap 

Roadmap to put Australian 
protein on global menu

CSIRO’s protein roadmap shows how Australia can 
serve up a wider range of high-quality protein products.

As protein demand grows and new consumer trends 
emerge, solutions from science can help create new 
markets.
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ROMANIA was the 
only country in Europe 
to register new cases of 
African swine fever in 
domestic pigs in the 10 
days to March 21.

Cases continue to rise 
among the wild boar 
populations of Germany 
and seven other Euro-
pean countries.

In the eastern German 
state of Brandenburg, the 
struggle to control Af-
rican swine fever began 
18 months ago in Sep-
tember 2020.

Since then, the infec-
tion has spread to more 
than 2400 wild boar in 
seven districts of the 
state, according to its 
government. 

A range of controls on 
the wild population and 
restrictions on domestic 
pigs have been largely 
successful in keeping the 
German pig sector free 
of ASF. 

Across the three af-
fected states, only four 
swine herds have tested 
positive for the ASF 
virus. 

Affected were two 
commercial farms and 
two backyards.

Despite the successful 
disease controls, restric-
tions on farms in these 
states have brought pro-
longed hardship to pro-
ducers in these areas.

Visiting one of the 
affected districts in 
Brandenburg last week, 
federal agriculture min-
ister Cem Özdemir as-
sured the region’s pig 
producers of his support 
for their situation. 

For the past year and 
a half, pig farmers have 
been experiencing heavy 
financial losses. 

These fiscal challenges 
have arisen from a simul-
taneous increase in costs 
of control measures and 
the loss of some markets 
for their pork. 

Currently, the minis-
ter’s team is negotiating 
for more financial sup-
port from the European 
Union.

Eight areas have been 
infected with ASF over 
an area of 4800sq km in 
Germany. 

Effective control meas-
ures – including wildlife 
fences, and the removal 
of fallen animals and 
wild boar from restricted 
areas – have resulted in a 
period of several weeks 
with no new cases in 
some parts. 

As a result, some re-
strictions can now be 
lifted, according to the 
Brandenburg minister 
for consumer protec-
tion.

Affected pig farmers 
have welcomed the evi-
dence that federal and 
state governments are 
addressing their diffi-
culties, and are working 
together on solutions to 
keep pig production fi-
nancially viable.
ASF cases in German 
wild boar pass 3600

Across three states of 
Germany, the number of 
confirmed ASF cases in 
wild boar has reached 
3614.

This is the total since 
the first infection in 

Brandenburg in Sep-
tember 2020. 

Since then, cases have 
also been detected in the 
wild boar populations 
of neighbouring Saxony 
and Mecklenburg-West 
Pomerania.

The total comprises 
2475 in Brandenburg 
as of March 18, 1122 in 
Saxony as of March 16, 
and 17 in Mecklenburg-
West Pomerania.
ASF situation in wild 
boar elsewhere in Eu-
rope

So far this year, 2318 
outbreaks among wild 
boar have occurred in 
Europe. 

This is according to 
the Animal Disease In-
formation Notification 
System operated by the 
European Commission 
in its latest update dated 
March 11. 

This represents an in-
crease of 141 from the 

previous edition on 
March 6.

So far this year, one 
or more outbreaks have 
now been registered 
through this system by 
13 countries.

Recording the most 
outbreaks has been Po-
land 785, followed by 
Germany 452, Bulgaria 
225, Romania 220 and 
Slovakia 174. 

Also registering new 
cases through this system 
were Hungary, Italy, 
Latvia and Lithuania.

In Poland, total out-
breaks in wild boar this 
year stand at 707 as of 
March 18, according to 
the nation’s chief veteri-
nary officer. 

Latest reports confirm 
113 outbreaks in wild 
boar suspected in the 
period February 13 to 
March 3. 

These involved a total 
of 151 animals. 

DESPITE another turbu-
lent year from a foodser-
vice perspective at Aus-
tralian Pork Limited, the 
overall eat-out rate – the 
proportion of the popula-
tion eating out for lunch 
or dinner on any given 
day – recovered to 28 
percent, after the low of 
2020 at 25 percent. 

The overall improvement 
was driven by increases 
across all meal occasions. 

Looking at state by state 
results, the largest recovery 
was seen in Tasmania – 
shifting from 17 to 26 per-
cent – and Victoria, moving 
from 24 to 31 percent. 

Remaining strong, NSW 
was at 33 percent – how-
ever this was largely sup-
ported by increases at re-
gional locations, presum-
ably due to hyper-local 
travel with neighbouring 
state borders closed for a 
period. 

Notably South Australia 
had a slight decrease by 1 
percent.

Pork remains on the 
menu in 69 percent of 
cases where foodservice 
meals are purchased and 
continues to be on the per-
manent main menu of es-
tablishments, with the pro-
portion of pork being on 
the special’s menu holding 
steady in 2021.

Chicken and beef have 
remained the base proteins 
in foodservice, despite 
chicken experiencing a 
slight dip and beef holding 
steady. 

Pork has slowly gained 
share since a dip in 2019, 
and the combination of 
fresh and processed pig 
products make it the third 
most-eaten meat in food-
service overall.

Our research also allowed 
us to deep dive into venue 
types and meal types. 

For all pork meals eaten 
in clubs, pubs, bars and 
Returned and Services 
League venues there was 
a notable decrease by 11 
percent for roasts, as well 
as a decrease of 7 percent 
for grilled meats in clubs 
and RSLs. 

This presents an oppor-
tunity for new cost-effec-

tive on-trend recipes that 
APL is developing through 
the foodservice program 
– these will be published 
through trade media and 
shared with foodservice 
vendors.

APL is also developing 
new value-added lines that 
are quick to create and 
build increased margins, 
which will assist in the face 
of current labour shortages. 

While eat-out rates were 
as low as 15 percent during 
the first lockdowns, the 
data coming through for 
the first three months of 
2022 has seen a recovery to 
approximately 33 percent, 
which is encouraging. 

For further informa-
tion, contact APL volume 
foodservice channel 
manager Esther Volpe at  
esther.volpe@australian 
pork.com.au 

Eat-out rates were as low as 15 percent during the first lockdowns.

Eight areas have been infected with ASF over an 
area of 4800sq km in Germany. Photo: Assunta Piu

ASF help welcomed in Germany

Volume Foodservice 
Channel Manager

by ESTHER VOLPE

Big year in foodservice

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://australianpork.com.au
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PORKSTAR, the chef-
influencer marketing 
program at Australian 
Pork Limited, returns to 
in-person events and acti-
vations this month after a 
hiatus due to COVID-19 
lockdowns and pandemic 
restrictions on hospitality 
and events.

PorkStar is the connector 
between new industry in-
novators and pork know-
ledge, armed with the task 
of elevating pork in peo-
ples’ minds.

Having an ongoing part-
nership with magazine 
publication Gourmet Trav-
eller, activity kicked off in 
support of the resilience, 
creativity and excellence 
of Australia’s best restau-
rants. 

PorkStar sponsored the 
coveted Chef of the Year 
award at the 2022 Res-
taurant Awards, hosted 
at Gimlet at Cavendish 
House in Melbourne.

Things are happening 
again – filming more con-
tent in the field and sup-
porting pork on the menu 
at some of Australia’s 

finest restaurants and es-
tablishments. 

PorkStar also took fast-
rising star chef Nicholas 
Hill of NSW restaurant 
Porcine and P&V Wine + 
Liquor Merchants founder 
Mike Bennie to Dewsbury 
Pork and Pig Stud to see 
the mighty Duroc and 
Hampshire breeds.

Taking these hospitality 
innovators directly to the 
source of the product pro-
vided new inspiration for 
their venues. 

A resulting dish ideated 
from this trip – a cold 
roast pork using Duroc 
pork with complementary 
beverage.

Supporting the launch of 
the Melbourne Food and 
Wine Festival – tasked 
with encouraging pa-
trons back to dining out 
in Melbourne, particu-
larly the usually bustling 
central business district – 
PorkStar celebrated with 
pork on the menu for the 
opening night festivities. 

Local Adrian Rich-
ardson returned his suck-
ling pig feast to sold-out 

sessions, a successful re-
sult after the events of the 
past two years prevented 
special dinner experiences 
in Melbourne.

The national series of 
PorkStar events will re-
turn in May, with events 
confirmed for Adelaide 
and Perth. 

Soi38 executive chef 
Terry Intarakhamhaeng 
will share a menu of sea-
sonal recipes that have 
been gathered from re-
gional and remote areas of 
Thailand, ethnic minority 
groups and hill tribes. 

This follows Terry’s 
recent guest spot on The 
Crackling – a food podcast 
hosted by Anthony Huck-
step in conversation with 
Australia’s best chefs, ar-
tisan producers, butchers 
and pork producers. 

The podcast has had 
over 100,000 listens and 
continues to spread the 
word of pork and the end-
less opportunities it can 
offer. 
Lylle Blackstock
APL Public Relations 
Manager

PorkStar returns
PorkStar returns after a pandemic-induced hiatus and has kicked off activities by spon-
soring the Chef of the Year award at the Gourmet Traveller 2022 Restaurant Awards.

WELCOME to the 
first issue of the An-
imine series of articles 
to review scientific lit-
erature on the effects 
of pharmacological 
dosage of zinc oxide in 
weaned piglets’ diets. 

In the European 
Union, medicated zinc 
oxide will be totally 
banned from June 2022. 

It is interesting to note 
that also abroad there 
is a growing number 
of countries following 
this tendency, such as 
China, where the sup-
plementation of phar-
macological levels of 
zinc oxide is already 
restricted.

P h a r m a c o l o g i c a l 
dosage of zinc oxide is 
well known for its effect 
on diarrhea reduction 
and improved weight 
gain of weaned piglets. 

However even after 
decades of use, there is 
still no consensus on its 
modes of action. 

This series of articles 
will review existing sci-
entific literature, with a 
particular focus on its 
key effects and mecha-
nisms.

It will also be inspired 
from the latest out-
comes from the ZinCo-
Supp research network, 
supervised by Animine. 

This ambitious scien-
tific program involving 
several renowned uni-
versities addresses the 
suppression of phar-
macological zinc oxide 
while studying the 

proper supplementation 
of the potentiated zinc 
source – HiZox.
Effect of dietary zinc 
oxide concentration 
on blood zinc levels 

An exhaustive litera-
ture review was per-
formed from the An-
iLib database. 

Out of 151 publica-
tions on pharmacolog-
ical use of zinc oxide in 
weaned piglets, 38 con-
taining data on blood 
zinc concentration at 
the end of the study 
were selected for the 
purpose of this review.

As shown on Figure 1, 
a zinc supplementation 
below requirements 
– estimated to be at 
100mg/kg – lead to low 
blood zinc levels. 

Though the majority 
of the observations in-
dicated a low level of 
zinc in the blood in this 
range, some trials ob-

served a high concen-
tration of zinc in the 
blood of piglets. 

This could be due to 
a high zinc status at 
weaning from the in-
take of zinc-rich creep 
feed before weaning.

An increase on blood 
zinc levels – from 0 to 
1.3mg/L with higher 
zinc oxide supplemen-
tation dosages from 
200-500mg/kg – was 
also observed in a dose-
response behaviour.

The supplementation 
of zinc oxide from 500 
up to 1500-2000mg/
kg zinc in the complete 
feed seems to reach a 
plateau on blood levels, 
maintaining homeo-
static regulation and 
buffering excess dietary 
zinc. 

When the zinc sup-
plementation exceeds 
2000mg/kg zinc, the 
homeostatic regulation 

capacity of piglets is 
bypassed, increasing 
the blood zinc concen-
tration. 

At such high levels, 
also observed was a 
higher variability of 
blood zinc concentra-
tions. 

This might be related 
to weaning age and in-
dividual feed intakes. 

The higher the zinc 
oxide supplementation 
is, the higher the feed 
consumption will be –
resulting in a greater 
risk of piglet toxicity 
due to bypassed homeo-
static regulation. 

If you have any que-
ries, contact either 
Stuart Wilkinson on 
s t u a r t .w i l k i n s o n @
f e e d w o r k s . c o m . a u 
or 0414 487 882 or 
David Cadogan on 
david.cadogan@feed 
works.com.au or 0409 
049 793. 

Zinc oxide in piglet diets

Figure 1: Blood zinc concentration in piglets feed, different dietary zinc content 
for two weeks post weaning.

Come join us!
PIX AMC Pork Production Conference

Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre
https://pixamc.com.au/registration

Sunday, 15 May 2022

Exhibition and trade displays

Monday, 16 May 2022

Session 1: Social License and the Future of Pig Farming in Australia
Pork production in Australia – What will the next 5, 10 and 20 years look like? Dr Robert van Barneveld, SunPork Group
The new NZ Model Code for Pigs – What’s changed? NZ Pork
Are farrowing crates defendable? Producer Panel discussion.

Session 2: Are We Ready for ASF?
Biosecurity preparedness – Did we learn anything from COVID-19? Dr Kirsty Richards, SunPork Group
ASF in feral pigs - Spread modelling suggests it may be manageable? Dr Richard Bradhurst, CEBRA, University of Melbourne

Pork Production Conference Dinner

Tuesday 17 May 2022

Session 3: Understanding our Markets
Global pork markets and trade outlook. Brett Stuart, Global AgriTrends

Session 4: Practical Science and Pig Production
Global R&D round-up. Dr Roger Campbell, RG Campbell Advisory
What’s more important, extra pigs per litter or heavier carcasses? Kenton Shaw, SunPork Group
Building a pig shed – here’s what it will need to look like. Marcus Jones, Stockyard Industries

Session 5: Consumer Trends
Consumer trends coming our way, what does this mean for Australian pork? Prof David Hughes, Imperial College London
Plant proteins - hot air or a market disruption we will have to deal with? Dr Paul Higgins, Emergent Futures

http://www.porknews.com.au
mailto:stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au
mailto:stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au
mailto:david.cadogan%40feedworks.com.au?subject=
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Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
rose.mcfarlane@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Rose McFarlane
Territory Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0478 314 237
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
kitty.wong@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Kitty Wong
Marketing Manager

RUSSELL WATERS 
Sales Manager 
P:  0437 115 876  
E:  russell@maxumanimal.com 
Laverton North, VIC 3026 
maxumanimal.com 

PIGLET MILK REPLACER STOCKFEED POWDERS

MILK POWDERS 
CUSTOM BLENDS CONTRACT PACKING

Avril Grieve  0438 352 443
Tim Fulton  0431 075 972
Matthew Meggison 0477 387 392
Branko Karaconji DVM 0448 055 159
John Reeves  0412 264 497

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T:1800 814 883   F: 02 8876 0444   W: www.zoetis.com.au

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493 
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Meg Donahoo
Senior Account Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited

78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 480 499
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
andres.ardila@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Dr. Andres Ardila
Technical Services Veterinarian

www.feedworks.com.au

  Doug PearsonDavid Cadogan
P +61 409 049 793    P +61 408 735 185 
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au     E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au 

 Office 
P +61 3 5429 2411

Stuart Wilkinson  
P +61 414 487 882
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au 

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmontpastoralco@outlook.com

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0407 537 476
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
william.coombs@boehringer-ingelheim.com

William Coombs
Territory Manager

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia

NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

Ton Hovers
Sales Manager Australia & New Zealand
Animal Nutrition

BASF Australia Ltd.

Level 12, 28 Freshwater Place
Southbank, VIC 3006

Mobile +61 407 410 222
ton.hovers@basf.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0417 730 434
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
gavin.davies@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Gavin Davies
National Sales Manager – Swine / Vet Specialty

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry  
with tarpaulin  
• Shelter covers  
• Blinds • Liners  
• Thermal Covers

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 052 401  
Email: info@polytex.net.au    
www.polytex.net.au

www.porknews.com.au

Advertise your 
business card here
call 07 3286 1833

 

Life, made easier. 

For more information please contact:
WAYNE BRADSHAW : 0429 301 500

wbradshaw@jefo.com
JOHNNY BARWARY : 0438 631 337

jbarwary@jefo.com
ausinfo@jefo.com

PRECISION NUTRITION FOR PIGS

Ÿ Stainless steel covers

Ÿ 4,000 psi

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Ÿ Hot Wash & Steam 

  Cleaners to 130°C

Ÿ 240v & 415v

Ÿ Loads of features

Ÿ Aussie quality

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Come clean with steam

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://australiansprayfoaminsulation.com.au
http://www.vaucluse-aps.com.au
http://metrowest.com.au
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Ben Collins  
BBus DipMgt GradDipEd

Advertising & Marketing Manager

P: 07 3286 1833   M: 0439 708 602
E: ben@collins.media  PO Box 162, Wynnum QLD 4178

wash-down

Heavy duty blasters with 
extra flow for fast, effective 

02 8865 3500

 only $ +gst       

Aussie Pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Only while stocks last

Flows to 21 lpm
2,600 psi
Honda 13hp 

2,460

25%
off

Ÿ Engine & electric drive
Ÿ Big Berty triplex pumps

Ÿ Australia’s No 1 
     pressure cleaner manufacturer

Ÿ Aussie quality

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Ÿ 2,000 psi to 5,000 psi

Ÿ OH&S friendly stainless 
      steel frames

Come clean with Aussie

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693

Graeme Pope 0439 066 006

QUIT EVAP AUSTRALIA
Evaporation Mitigation Technology

Peter J Chapman
0401 162 976

Email: peterchapman6@bigpond.com
www.quitevap.com.au

Dean Guenther
General Manager, 

Oceania

dguenther@zinpro.com 

M +61 (0) 

Greg Heeney
Country Manager, 

Australia

gheeney@zinpro.com 

M +61 (0) 428 162 193

zinpro.com

412 853 270

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)

Murray Bridge SA 5253

P  08 8531 2700
F  08 8531 2711

M  0419 559 011

E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com

W www.jacksonsaustralia.com
Aaron Hines
Sales & Production Manager

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

Jodie Driscoll
0428 247 272

Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961

Fabian Barcelo
0447 444 674

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES

Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463

M +61 417 930 536

E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 

Western Australia 6162

BioVet M: 
E:  
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PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411  M 0431 679 053
E TOM@MYORA.COM.AU  W MYORA.COM.AU

TOM BRAUN
MANAG ING DIRECTOR

Phone: (07) 4634 7344 Mobile: 0428 474 057 
Freecall: 1800 242 699

david@customvac.com.au
www.customvac.com.au

24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

David Sinclair
Operations Manager

Bulk Feed Transport and Silo Aeration

RG Campbell Advisory

Dr Roger Campbell
Director 
ABN 79626160085

roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.au

Phone/ +61 407 774 714
linkedin.com/in/roger-campbell-95237356

PIC Australia

Clark Forbes, National Business Manager
M: 0427 909 361  E: cforbes@picaustralia.com.au

Mal Auld, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0427 086 931  E: mauld@picaustralia.com.au

Dr Pat Mitchell, Genetic Services Manager
M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au

PIC Australasia Pty Ltd, PO Box 39, Grong Grong NSW 2652
P: 02 6956 2105 F: 02 6956 2203 E: info@picaustralia.com.au

NEVER STOP IMPROVING

Garry Grant 
T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E  - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

General Manager

HydroInnovations.com.au

Global-Mark.com.au®
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anagement . ISO 9001 

1800 426 142
orders@apiam.com.au
apiam.com.au

Tom Harrison 0428 668 266

Sarah Jenkin 0409 715 559 
Business Unit Managers

Amanda Vardanega 0427 011 579 
National Accounts Manager - Intensives

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151  |  aleary@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR

SUCCESS

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388  |  nlister@lallemand.com
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http://www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
http://www.zinpro.com
http://www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au
http://www.treidlia.com.au
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Trina Parker
Country President (ANZ)
trina.parker@kemin.com
mobile: +64 274 872 524

Stuart Court
Technical Services Manager (ANZ)

stuart.court@kemin.com
mobile: 0466 956 263

office: 02 9844 5700
kemin.com

Dan Hollingworth
General Manager

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd 
P.O. Box 1 
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale 

Victoria 3351 
Australia 

Tel: +61 3 5342 8688

Fax: +61 3 5342 8788

Mobile: +61 427 388 430

dan@minitube.com.au

www.minitube.com

www.porknews.com.au

Advertise your 
business card here
call 07 3286 1833

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Laboratory ServicesACE
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

PH  : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

Shane Nicholson (Qld) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Bruce Lockwood (Qld) 
Tel: 0400 700 559

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity  
Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231
Alltech Lienert Australia 

8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy, SA, 5371

Regional Sales Representatives 
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Todd Greenwood (Vic) 
Tel: 0437 056 369

Linda Scotts (NSW) 
Tel: 0428 972 599

Vin Modra (SA) 
Tel: 0407 723 679 

Brian Warneke (SA) 
Tel: 0436 193 253 www.porknews.com.au

Ben Collins  
BBus DipMgt GradDipEd

Advertising & Marketing Manager

P: 07 3286 1833   M: 0439 708 602
E: ben@collins.media  PO Box 162, Wynnum QLD 4178

extra flow for fast, effective 

wash-down

Heavy duty blasters with 

02 8865 3500

 only $ +gst       

Aussie Pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Only while stocks last

Flows to 21 lpm

2,600 psi

Honda 13hp 

2,460

25%
off

Ÿ Cast iron

Ÿ Self-priming

Ÿ Big flows

Ÿ Great prices for Australian 

      Pork Limited members

Ÿ ISO 9001

Ÿ 2", 3" & 4" 

      semi trash pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

http://www.porknews.com.au
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WANT  
TO BE 
REWARDED?
Do you use Ingelvac CircoFLEX or Ingelvac MycoFLEX?

Great news, be rewarded for your purchases by  
signing up to the FLEX360 Loyalty Rewards Program.

Talk to your friendly Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health 
representative or visit flex360.com.au to find out more.

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 53 071 187 285. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde, NSW 2113. 
Toll Free 1800 808 691. Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty Ltd is bound by the Australian Privacy Principles and 
adheres to these Principles. You can view our Privacy Policy at: https://boehringer-ingelheim.com.au/data-privacy.

©2021 Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0049-2021
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flex360.com.au
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