
PAN Pacific Pork Ex-
po is fast approaching, 
planned for May 25 
and 26.  

We are looking for-
ward to a valuable and 
energetic event for all 
participants.  

Registrations are mov-
ing nicely and we are 
expecting a big crowd.  

Support packages 
available through Aus-
tralian Pork Limited 
for members to attend 
are moving a bit more 
slowly, but these are ex-
pected to fill up in the 
next couple of weeks.  

There have been some 
difficulties with book-
ings for accommodation 
and travel and we apolo-
gise for that, but I under-
stand that this is being 
sorted out and every-
thing should be fine by 
the time the event takes 
place.

Our technical team has 
done a great job of put-
ting together an interest-
ing program including 
international and local 
speakers as well as a 
few novel presentation 
ideas well removed from 
things we’re exposed to 
day to day.

Importantly, PPPE 
gives all our producers 
the opportunity to catch 
up with each other, dis-
cuss issues of common 
interest and make con-
tact with APL staff.  

Plenty of time has 
been built into the itin-
erary to enable this to 
happen.

APL will be spending 
in the vicinity of $15 
million of levy payer 
money in the next finan-
cial year.  

You have every right to 
ask us how we are going 
to spend that and what it 
will mean for your busi-
ness, and I encourage 
you to find APL staff at 
PPPE, including myself, 
and ask exactly those 
questions.

The Delegates’ Forum 
is to take place the day 
before PPPE.  

We are planning to 
discuss some big issues 
there, including how to 
finalise our sow stall 
phase-out and what that 
might mean for a review 
of our Model Code.  

APL has been con-
ducting some webinars 
exactly on this topic for 
producers, and if you get 
the chance to attend any 
of these I would encour-
age you to do so.

At the Delegates’ Fo-
rum we’ll also discuss 
what is going on with 
demand and supply for 
pork in the Australian 
market.  

High prices are moti-
vating some increasing 
pork production invest-
ments, which we are try-
ing to keep track of and 
generally report back to 
industry.

We’ll also be report-
ing to delegates how the 
three-yearly member-
ship renewal and del-
egate voting processes 
are going to work.

Recently, APL’s gen-
eral manager Policy Deb 
Kerr and I attended the 
trade delegation Australia 
Week in China 2016.  

Taking part in this 
mission were 1300 Aus-
tralian delegates, which 
made it the largest trade 
delegation to ever go to 
China from Australia.  

Austrade organised 
an excellent program of 
site visits, meetings and 
presentations to give 
delegates a feel for busi-
ness opportunities on 

how to conduct business 
in China.  

From an Australian 
pork point of view, we 
are generating greater 
knowledge of the Chi-
nese market and keep-
ing our face appearing 
regularly in China as 
a demonstration of our 
commitment to nego-
tiate trade protocols.

We received some un-
fortunate news recently 
that Dr Darryl D’Souza, 
our general manager Re-
search and Innovation, is 
leaving APL to join the 
SunPork Farms Group.  

We’ll miss Darryl, not 
only for his technical 
expertise, deep under-
standing of the pork in-
dustry and ability to in-
teract and communicate 
effectively with the staff 
and industry more gen-
erally, but importantly 
also because he’s been a 
very positive influence 
at APL for many years.  

We wish him all the 
best, and we celebrate 
that Darryl is remaining 
within Australia’s pork 
industry because it’s 
great for us and we hope 
it’s great for him.

Just a final reminder 
that as of July 1, lev-
ies will be increasing by 
$0.30 for the marketing 
component.  

The marketing compo-
nent of the levy will be 
increasing from $1.95 to 
$2.25 per pig.

Looking forward to 
seeing you all at PPPE.

Visit us at

Stockyard Industries
54 King Street,  

Clifton QLD 4361

E: sales@stockyardindustries.com   07 4697 3344

Need a solution to control rodents 
on your farm that is:
• Cost effective
• Reduces risk to non-target animals
•  Delivers rapid speed of kill, second  

to no other bait
•  Has improved palatability for  

better results
• Overcomes bait shyness in rodents
Purchase today in 3kg or 8kg 
buckets.  Bait stations also available.

www.stockyardindustries.com

www.stockyardindustries.com
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Producers, pigs and pork at PPPE

Some of the many West Australian pork producers who attended WAPPA Pig Day Out 2016.

AN insightful reflection 
by animal nutritionist 
Tony Edwards of ACE 
Livestock Consulting on 
how the past 30 years of 
research has benefited 
pork producers set the 
scene for a vibrant 2016 
Pig Day Out, attended 
by about 100 people and 
hosted by West Austral-
ian Pork Producers’ As-
sociation and the De-

partment of Agriculture 
and Food, WA on Fri-
day, April 8 at Technol-
ogy Park, Bentley.

Quoting fascinating sta-
tistics, such as the rise in 
average daily weight gain 
from 450g in the 1970s to 
700g today; the increase 
in number of pigs pro-
duced per sow, per year 
from 16 to 24; and kilo-
grams of meat produced 

per sow per year from 
960kg to 1800kg, Mr 
Edwards noted that pork 
production technology 
had advanced rapidly.

“However, we need to 
constantly improve to re-
main competitive and the 
main driver of improve-
ments will be scientific 
research,” Mr Edwards 
said.

“There is still much 

more to uncover and we 
are currently well short 
of the biological potential 
of the pig.”

Addressing the issue of 
where Australia sits in 
the global pig and pork 
productivity and profit-
ability stakes, Pork CRC 
CEO Roger Campbell 
said the Australian in-
dustry was currently one 
of the most profitable and 
vibrant in the world.

“I expect growth based 
on longer-term contracts, 
which will reflect de-
mand for high-integrity 
Australian pork and I also 
think there’s still plenty 
of money on the table for 
Australian pork produc-
ers if they can work on 
improving reproduction, 
carcass weights, feed ef-
ficiency and product dif-
ferentiation,” Dr Camp-
bell said.

Global trends were the 
use of post-cervical ar-
tificial insemination and 
set time AI, fatty acids 
in lactation, tryptophan 
levels in lactation diets 
and large pellets in creep 
and weaner feeds.

Other R&D speakers 

Speakers at WAPPA Pig Day Out 2016 included Karen Moore (DAFWA), Tony 
Edwards (ACE Livestock Consulting), Hugh Payne (DAFWA), Roger Campbell 
(Pork CRC), Jae Kim (DAFWA), Megan Trezona (DAFWA) and Diana Turpin 
(Murdoch University).

WAPPA Pig Day Out proved vibrant

☛ continued P7
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OVER the past eight-
plus years I have used 
my Australian Pork 
Newspaper articles to 
communicate with in-
dustry over a range of 
topics including Austral-
ian Pork Limited’s re-
search and development 
outcomes and updates 
on topical issues such 
as environment, animal 
welfare and biosecurity.  

I have even used my arti-
cles to have a crack at mis-
guided animal activists. 

For the first time how-
ever, I would like to use 
this article (my last) to 
say: “Thank you!” 

Why? 
Because I am leaving 

APL.  
I have accepted a posi-

tion with SunPork Farms 
(as CEO of SunPork Solu-
tions). 

Apologies if you thought 
you had seen the back of 
me.

A bit of preamble re-
garding the title of this 
article: “Make R&I look 
good” is a phrase I coined 
when I first joined APL 
back in 2007, and has 
since been adopted as a 
bit of a motto by the R&I 
team as we set about re-
vamping the whole way 
we went about our R&D 
business. 

Being a bit driven (and 
a little egocentric), this 
gradually morphed into 
“Make Darryl look good”.  

We all however know 
that this tongue in cheek 
motto actually means that 
we as an APL division 
needed to be the best to 
ensure we delivered to 
the pork industry what we 
said we would, while al-
ways striving to achieve 
more for industry.  

Hence it is only fit-
ting that in my last APN 
article, ‘Thanks for 
making me look good’ 
reflects the outcomes 
and achievements deliv-
ered by the R&I team 
to industry over the past 
eight-plus years. 

Looking back over those 
years, the R&I team has 
worked bloody hard to 
implement a research, de-
velopment and extension 
plan that is now the envy 
of many a Rural R&D 
Corporation.  

With the foresight and 
guidance of then APL 
Board director Prof Rob-
ert van Barneveld, the 
R&I team set about re-
vamping APL’s annual 
R&D process. 

Looking at the busi-
ness plans the Special-
ist Groups (including 
producers, supply chain 
partners, researchers and 
regulators) develop shows 
that the plans are not 
just a R&D wish list but 
rather substantive APL 
documents that articulate 
and justify producer and 
public funding (govern-
ment matching funding 
for R&D) to address the 
key industry issues going 
forward.  

A very significant part 
of this process was APL’s 
project management sys-
tem OmniPig. 

Donna Schmid (R&I 
business manager) took 
this bull by the horns, 
and today we have a 
system that can literally 
account for every invest-
ment greater than $10,000 
made over the past eight 
years.  

This system contains 
all the proposal reviews 
and decisions made and 
a R&D corporate history 
since 2009 that is devoid 
of any investment infor-
mation ‘holes’.  

No doubt the APL Board 
sleeps well knowing that 
we operate with this high 
level of transparency!

Happy to also report 
that the Pork CRC is now 
part of this system, fol-
lowing a successful tran-
sition.

In terms of R&D busi-
ness, we took this one step 
forward with the National 
Pork RD&E Strategy with 
significant input and as-
sistance from industry, the 
Pork CRC, government 
agencies and research 
providers that now sees 
base funding of key R&D 
facilities a normal way of 
doing business. 

And yes, once again we 
are seen by other sectors 
as the gold standard. 

Pausing here for a mo-
ment, it occurred to me 
that this ‘Thanks for mak-
ing me look good’ article 
could quite possibly look 
like Leo Tolstoy’s War 
and Peace.  

For those who have not 
wasted a significant pro-
portion of their lives read-
ing this book, it’s about 
560,000 words or 1456 
pages long and pretty bor-
ing (I had to read it for a 
high school English pro-
ject).  

So I will spare you the 
detail and just stick to a 
few ‘success’ highlights.

When it comes to en-
vironment, you can’t go 
past the Biogas Program 
started by Janine Price 
(R&I manager, Environ-
ment) after a visit to New 
Zealand. 

Janine had the fore-
sight to develop the first 
Carbon Farming Initia-
tive methodology for the 
destruction of methane, 
along with a number of 
researchers and industry. 

Since then things have 
gone a long way, with sig-
nificant input from the 
Pork CRC. 

Industry adoption of bio-
gas systems now accounts 
for almost a third of ap-
plicable production (ex-
cludes outdoor and deep 
litter systems), with about 
18 systems built result-
ing in over $2 million in 
carbon credits and more 
than $7 million through 
the Emission Reduction 
Fund.  

Another notable men-
tion is the National Envi-
ronmental Guidelines for 
Piggeries (conventional 
and outdoor).  

These guidelines have 
become ‘the reference 
manual’ for piggery en-
vironmental management, 
recognised universally by 
industry, regulators and 
retailers.

In terms of awareness 

and adoption, a recent 
survey indicated that 
82 percent of producers 
(about 70 percent of pro-
duction) were aware of the 
NEGP; 65 percent of pro-
duction has an environ-
mental management plan; 
54 percent of production 
is covered by a nutrient 
management plan; and 40 
percent of production has 
conducted a risk assess-
ment.  

The Physi-Trace tech-
nology is now being used 
to verify country of origin 
of raw pork and to verify 
product claims for fresh 
pork, ham and bacon. 

It was a real game 
changer for the pork in-
dustry to have developed 
this capability – a capa-
bility that sees us with a 
world-first system! 

Much of the drive for 
this program initiated by 
Bill Salter is now ably 
managed by Heather 
Channon (R&I manager, 
Product Integrity). 

The revised sampling 
plans in place based on 
$0.05/pig industry cost 
have now been adopted 
by five export and three 
domestic processor estab-
lishments. 

I am staggered to think 
of our investment to get 
to this position compared 
to what other industries 
have spent for what I think 
have a much narrower ca-
pability. 

Exotic diseases are the 
stuff of nightmares for our 
industry.  

So there’s nothing better 
than a farmer and ex-pig 
producer to manage the 
biosecurity program.  

Dr Pat Mitchell (R&I 
manager, Production 

Stewardship) has man-
aged this program to 
ensure industry exotic 
animal disease prepared-
ness and a science-based 
defence supporting a ‘no 
need’ for import risk as-
sessment review to make 
certain ‘no fresh pork im-
ports’ is maintained at all 
costs. 

I guess managed is an 
understatement here 
– maintaining our bio-
security is a personal life 
goal for Pat! 

Pat has also driven 
PEDv becoming a notifia-
ble disease with Category 
4 classification (allows for 
producer compensation 
should we get this EAD).  

Much of the focus in the 
area of growth and devel-
opment and reproductive 
performance has been to 
effectively transition this 
program from the Pork 
CRC to APL and then ‘fill 
in the gaps’.  

As a consequence, many 
of the outcomes have been 
very much on the ‘incre-
mental’ impact side of 
things. 

Going forward, the pro-
ductivity research focus 
will be concentrated on 
two key areas: (i) optimis-
ing gilt progeny; and (ii) 
producing more female 
pigs per litter while im-
proving litter size. 

A large collaborative 
project is now under way 
to optimise the perform-
ance of gilt progeny, and 
this area of R&D will be 
our main reproductive 
performance R&D focus 
over the next three years. 

The ‘more females’ 
transformational project 
seeks to develop novel 
approaches to effectively 
and economically gener-
ate all-female litters. 

If the researchers can 
pull this off it will be a 
world first.

While much water has to 
pass under this bridge to 
deem these technologies 
a success in terms of in-
dustry impact, it is worth 
pointing out that this 
program is managed by 
Dr Robyn Terry (ink still 
drying on the PhD thesis), 
who is one of the younger 

R&I program managers 
with one of the largest 
programs to manage (on a 
dollar basis).  

Robyn has proven her-
self to be quite capable 
as a program manager 
through this transition.

APL undertook an in-
dependent third party 
evaluation of APIQP in 
2014/15 and the findings 
of this review project fol-
lowing industry consulta-
tion can be summarised 
as: “APIQP is a robust 
and respected quality as-
surance program deliver-
ing real benefits to the 
Australian pork industry. 
With more than 90 per-
cent sow herd coverage, 
the program is highly re-
garded by producers and 
others in the supply chain. 
APIQP is demonstrable 
proof of the commitment 
by APL and the indus-
try to food safety, animal 
welfare, environment and 
biosecurity.” 

Yes, there is a minor-
ity of producers that have 
issues with APIQP’s cur-
rent standards but as QA 
systems go, the pork in-
dustry can be proud of 
APIQP and its track re-
cord. 

APIQP is now adopt-
ed by the major retailers 
including Coles, Wool-
worths and ALDI. 

APIQP  continues to 
provide the framework 
and standards by which 
Australian pig producers 
can demonstrate they are 
responsible farmers who 
care for their animals, 
the environment and their 
customers by following 
safe and sustainable prac-
tices. 

Tony Abel (APIQ busi-
ness manager) and Steve 
Miller (APIQ systems 
manager) have worked 
tirelessly to get APIQP 
to a stage where it is now 
seen as a leader among 
industry QA systems.

Telling our ‘industry 
story’ to schoolkids is 
something that needs to 
happen for a whole bunch 
of reasons, foremost being 
that most are unaware of 
our industry. 

07 3286 1833
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Pig Industry
Calendar of Events

2016

MAY 10 - 11 – British Pig & Poultry 
Fair, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, 
UK www.pigandpoultry.org.uk

MAY 25 - 26 – Pan Pacific Pork Expo, 
Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, QLD P: APL 02 6285 2200 

MAY 29 - 31 – Poultry Information 
Exchange and Australasian Milling 
Conference (PIX/AMC), Gold  Coast 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, 
QLD www.pixamc.com.au 

JUN 7 - 10 – International Pig Veterinary 
Society/European Symposium of 
Porcine Health Management, Dublin, 
Ireland www.ipvs2016.com

JUN 8-10 – World Pork Expo, Des 
Moines, Iowa, US www.worldpork.
org 

JUN 19-25 – Australian Bacon Week, 
P: APL 02 6285 2200

JUL 4-7 – Animal Production 2016, 
Adelaide, SA www.asap.asn.au/
conference 

JUL 5-10 – Australian Intercollegiate 
Meat Judging Contest, Wagga Wagga, 
NSW www.icmj.com.au 

AUG 2 deadline – Steak Your Claim, 
Australian pork steak competition, P: 
APL 02 6285 2200 

SEP 6 - 8 –  VIV China, Beijing, China 
www.vivchina.nl/en

NOV 3 - 5 – IX International Symposium 
on Mediterranean Pig, Portalegre, 
Portugal www.9sympmedpig.com

NOV 15 - 18 – EuroTier, Hanover, 
Germany www.eurotier.com

2017

FEB 25 - 28 – AASV Annual Meeting, 
Denver, Colorado, US www.aasv.org 

MAR 15 - 17 – VIV Asia, Bangkok, 
Thailand www.vivasia.nl

© Collins Media Pty Ltd – Contents may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission 
from the publisher. It is the responsibility of advertisers to ensure the correctness of their claims and state-
ments. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the publisher.

How to supply event details: Send all details 
to Australian Pork Newspaper, PO Box 387, 
Cleveland, Qld 4163, fax: 07 3821 2637, 
email: ben@porknews.com.au

by DARRYL D’SOUZA PhD
Research and Innovation

General Manager

Thanks for making me look good

AUSTRALIAN WASTE ENGINEERING P/L

Ph: (08) 8738 2021  

Fax: (08) 8738 2475

E: edan-awe@bigpond.com

Design of Effl uent Systems our Specialty

FAN Press
Screw
Separator

Distributors of:
• Submersible pumps

• Slurry Mixers

• PTO Slurry Pumps

• Bedding Recovery 
   Units

• Bio-Gas Equipment

Solid-Liquid Separation SystemsSolid-Liquid Separation Systems

Agricultural and Industrial
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IT’S been a busy first 
few months of 2016, as 
we establish Australa-
sian Pork Research In-
stitute Ltd, refine and 
finalise new projects 
supported in Pork CRC’s 
2016-2017 investment 
round and ensure our 
R&D and training pro-
grams continue to meet 
industry and participant 
expectations.

This has made us reflect 
on the research program 
and what’s likely to be de-
livered to producers and 
participants in the medi-
um and longer term. 

I have covered some of 
these this month.
Pleasing program

I’m extremely pleased 
with our current R&D 
program and expect our 
researchers to deliver 
some exciting commercial 
and industry outcomes in 
2016. 

These include vaccines 
against some common 
but serious pathogens; 
new work on establish-
ing and improving the 
welfare and contentment 
of sows in farrowing 
crates; new work on im-
proving eating quality; 
the first life cycle as-
sessment of Australia’s 
pork industry; an on-
farm herd health/immu-
nity kit; an update on  
indicators of the welfare 
of group housed sows; 
and major projects on 
better understanding the 
control of feed intake in 
grower-finisher pigs and 
how that information can 
be used to markedly im-
prove feed efficiency.
Enrichment products

Our development of 
enrichment blocks for 
group housed sows and 
a performance enhancer 
for newly weaned pigs are 
also on schedule and both 
products will be intro-
duced at this year’s Pan 
Pacific Pork Expo on the 

Gold Coast from May 25-
26. 

These projects are man-
aged by our Commerciali-
sation and Research Im-
pact manager Dr Charles 
Rikard-Bell, who is work-
ing with Ridley and Sun-
Pork researchers on the 
enrichment blocks and 
with Dr Eugeni Roura 
(University of Queens-
land) and BEC on the 
performance enhancer. 

Make a point of catch-
ing up on both products 
at PPPE. 

If you can’t track down 
Charles, who we affec-
tionately call ‘the alba-
tross’ because he spends 
so much time in the air 
and rarely lands, his mo-
bile number is 0439 513 
723.

The Pork CRC/Austral-
ian Pork Limited farrow-
ing system index publi-
cation for producers will 
also likely be launched 
at PPPE. 

It covers research out-
comes and expert and 
producer experiences and 
opinions on reduced con-
finement type farrowing 
and lactation systems. 

The index compares 
(scores) the relative mer-
its of some alternative 
systems for sows, piglets 
and producers against 
conventional farrowing 
crates.

In summary, some of the 
alternative systems may 

have behavioural advan-
tages for the sow, but are 
outweighed by adverse ef-
fects on the piglet, gener-
ally reflected in increased 
mortality, or adverse ef-
fects on the producer, 
reflected in considerably 
higher costs (investment 
and labour) and occupa-
tional health and safety 
issues. 
NZ conclusions

Our findings are very 
much in line with the re-
cent review of farrowing 
crates by the New Zea-
land National Animal 
Welfare Advisory Com-
mittee, which was asked 
to review the use of far-
rowing crates by the NZ 
Minister for Primary In-
dustries in 2014. 

The recently released 
review concluded that us-
ing farrowing crates in pig 
farming is the best system 
available. 

The review included an 
assessment of NZ and 
international research and 
practice and international 
standards and NZ’s Ani-
mal Welfare Code. 

The review stated: 
“NAWAC does not con-
sider there is any practi-
cal alternative system that 
provides comparable lev-
els of piglet welfare while 
better meeting the welfare 
needs of sows.” 

Pork CRC has several 
innovative projects on es-
tablishing and enhancing 

the welfare and content-
ment of sows in farrowing 
crates. 

The outcomes will be 
delivered over the balance 
of 2016 and in early 2017.

Details of the review can 
be accessed on NZ Pork’s 
website (www.nzpork.
co.nz).
Big thanks

I think you can judge 
the effectiveness of a re-
search organisation from 
its research portfolio and 
I couldn’t be happier with 
ours. 

I thank all our partici-
pants, researchers, stu-
dents and other collabora-
tors for their contributions 
to our programs.

Let’s ensure we main-
tain the enthusiasm and 
innovativeness through to 
the end of the Pork CRC 
in 2018-2019 and into 
APRIL, which will likely 
commence this year and 
take over from Pork CRC 
in 2019-2020.
New investments

The R&D Committee 
and Board have made 
their decisions on round 
seven research invest-
ments for 2016-2017.

It was a competitive 
round, with 14 projects 
approved from 38 appli-
cations. 

While some proposals 
are still being finalised, 
most new agreements have 

been circulated for signing.
The outcomes across the 

four programs are sum-
marised here. 

You will see we went 
with health (Program 2) in 
the latest round. 

There are new projects 
on potential new APP sero-
types in the industry; devel-
opment of an immune test 
for selecting sires for the 
survival of their progeny; 
development of a vaccine 
against swine dysentery; 
peptide-based antimicro-

FRESTA®

Healthy pigs, better performance:

A profi table 
match!

www.delacon.com
Distributor Australia: CPyke Pty Ltd (info@cpyke.com.au)

FRESTA® is the fi rst phytogenic product 
with an EU registration as zootechnical 
feed additive.

• Enhances feed palatability
• Increases feed intake in 
 lactating sows and piglets
• Reduces weaning to oestrus interval
• Improves piglet weaning weight 
 and litter homogeneity
• Reduces sow body weight loss at weaning

Pork CRC Commercialisation and Research Impact manager Dr Charles Rikard-
Bell has been working closely with Ridley and SunPork on an enrichment block 
and with University of Queensland and BEC on a performance enhancer. Charles 
(centre) caught up with David Isaac, BEC Feed Solutions and Tracy Muller, 
SunPork Farms, at last year’s Pork CRC stakeholders’ meeting in Melbourne.

Dr Eugeni Roura, University of Queensland, is work-
ing on a Pork CRC project to develop a performance 
enhancer for newly weaned pigs.

Pork CRC progressing on all fronts

Initiatives
by DR ROGER CAMPBELL

CEO
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Our Pigs in School pro-
gram has gone some way 
to bridging this gap.  

Ashley Norval (R&I 
manager, Technology 
Adoption and Industry 
Capability) needs to take 
the credit here. 

When we first set out 
on this program with a 
couple of primary school 
units, we were pleasantly 
surprised by the adoption 
in a range of regional and 
urban schools.  

We set a target of 200 
schools in the first three 
years.  

In our fourth year, our 
units are now used by 
500-plus primary and 
secondary schools across 
Australia.  

We realise that this is 
still very much a drop in 
the ocean in terms of to-
tal number of schools in 
Australia, but if you think 
of the number of teachers, 
students and their parents 
who are now much more 
informed about the pork 
industry, you have to label 
this program a success.  

In terms of return on 
investment, I rate this pro-
gram pretty highly given 

it costs industry less than 
$30,000 a year to continue 
the development and ex-
tension of new and exist-
ing school units. 

Finally, I would like to 
recognise the efforts of 
the R&I team to better 
leverage APL’s R&D in-
vestment.  

Over the past eight-plus 
years, the R&I team has 
brought in over $12 mil-
lion of external funding.   

This additional funding 
has enabled the industry 
to fast track R&D needed 
by industry that has since 
led to significant industry 
impact.  

Notable mentions in-
clude PorkScan, Physi-
Trace, NLIS-Pork, ma-
nure management, PigGas 
Calculator and antimicro-
bial resistance.

At APL, I live (and die) 
by my key performance 
indicators.  

The R&I team’s current 
KPIs for 2015/16 are list-
ed in Table 1.  

As a demonstration of a 
high-achieving team, R&I 
has already met its KPIs 
and in some cases absolute-
ly blitzed them (and in case 
you are wondering, sorry 
but no soft KPIs here!). 

Okay I lie, we missed 
one KPI by a long way – 
getting contracts initiated 
with universities has just 
about been impossible.

As can be expected 
since my decision to leave 
APL, I have allowed my-
self the luxury to reflect 
on the team’s efforts and 
achievements over the 
past eight-plus years.  

I can with absolute cer-
tainty say: “Yes, the R&I 
team has really performed 
beyond my expectations 
and achieved a lot”. 

I also think I have 
played a very small part 
in this R&I team’s success 
and achievements, and for 
this I say to my team: 
“Thanks for making me 
look good!”

Obviously a large part 
of this success goes to the 
many researchers for their 
ideas and tremendous 
R&D work in the first 
place, and for this I also 
say to you: “Thanks for 
making me look good!”

For further informa-
tion on any of the topics 
discussed in this article, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact me on 02 6270 
8804 or darryl.dsouza@
australianpork.com.au 

Thanks for making me look good
☛ from P2

Contracts 
initiated <1 week 

of approval

Budget 
expenditure

External 
funding 

leveraged

APIQP
uptake

Technology 
adoption

<1% slippage <0.5% 
slippage >$1M >90% >40%

Table 1

http://www.delacon.com/
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bial gels; alternatives to 
antibiotics and their effects 
on antimicrobial resist-
ance and the gut microbe 
population; a project on a 
new additive with antibac-
terial and feed efficiency 
improvement potential; and 
a project on a product with 
potential to reduce respira-
tory pathogen loads in pig 
sheds and maybe to reduce 
enteric pathogens if sup-
plied via water. 

An exciting outcome I 
think and we will provide 
more detail on the various 
projects in Table 1 as they 
are signed off. 

All the supported pro-
posals are novel and offer 
the industry improvement 
across most aspects of 
production and the supply 
chain in general. 

Outcomes of these pro-
jects will be delivered in 
2017-2018.

I thank everyone who 
submitted applications. 

We all continue to rely 
on researchers’ ideas and 
innovativeness. 

I also thank all who took 
part in the review process 
and a special thanks to 
Donna Schmid and others 
from APL and F1 Solu-
tions for smoothing the 
transition from our previ-
ous project management 
system to PigNet.

The new projects will 
be added to Pork CRC’s 

website once agreements 
are signed.

Two innovation propos-
als, one on packaging and 
eating quality of Austral-
ian pork and the other 
on the feeding behaviour 
and the performance and 
welfare of group housed 
sows, were also supported 
in the same period. 

Both projects are with 
the University of Mel-
bourne. 

Meanwhile, we have 
recently received several 
final reports, a couple of 
which I’ve summarised 
here.
Reducing ZnO – Project 
2C-118: ‘Using microen-
capsulated ingredients 
to enhance efficacy and 
improve production ef-
ficiency within an inte-
grated health strategy’ 

The project investigated 
the effects of an encap-
sulated zinc oxide and 
protected essential oils on 
weaner performance and 
health and was conducted 
by Robert Hewitt at Sun-
Pork’s Westbrook weaner 
facility.

The pigs were weaned 
at 21 days (5.8kg) and al-
located across five treat-
ments: a negative control 
diet without ZnO; a posi-
tive control diet contain-
ing 3000ppm ZnO; the 
same diet containing 1kg/
tonne of encapsulated 
ZnO; the same diet con-
taining 1kg/tonne of en-
capsulated essential oils; 
and the same diet con-
taining both encapsulated 
materials.

The study ran for 28 
days and the results can 
be seen in Table 2. 

Both sources of ZnO 
supported similar per-
formance and numerical-
ly better feed efficiency 
than other treatments in 
the first week after wean-
ing, with the conventional 
ZnO supporting higher 
feed intake and growth 
rates than all other treat-
ments in weeks two and 
three, after which (week 
four) pigs on all treat-
ments exhibited similar 
growth rates.

In week three the encap-
sulated oils tended to sup-
port better feed efficiency 
than all other treatments, 
except the high-level ZnO. 

In week four, pigs of-
fered the diet containing 
the encapsulated oils were 
7 percent more feed ef-
ficient than those on the 
negative control diet and 
9 percent more feed effi-
cient than pigs offered the 
diet containing 3000ppm 
ZnO.

The results support the 
use of two diets in the first 
four weeks after wean-
ing and suggest that the 
protected ZnO could re-
place conventional ZnO in 
the first two weeks after 
weaning with minimal ef-
fect on performance, but 
reduce zinc excretion by 

66 percent. 
The protected oils seem 

to have potential as a 
performance enhancer in 
second stage weaner diets.

The report and one-page 
summary are available on 
our website www.porkcrc.
com.au under Program 2 
Projects and Final Reports.

Both have been sent to all 
nutritionists.
Eating quality

Two University of Mel-
bourne student projects 
have illustrated what 
might be causing some of 
the problems we’ve con-
tinually experienced with 
eating quality of Austral-
ian pork.

They investigated the ef-
fects of modified atmos-
pheric packing and vacu-
um packaging on the ten-
derness of the loin steak, 
measured using shear 
force (a machine) and con-
sumer preference tests. 

The results, some of 
which are summarised 
in Figure 1, showed that 
tenderness measured us-
ing a Warner-Bratzler ma-
chine improved consider-
ably with time (ageing) in 
vacuum, but not modified, 
atmosphere packaging.

In the consumer tests, 
loin steaks vacuum 
packed and aged for seven 
days were perceived and 
scored by consumers to 
have significantly higher 
eating quality and to have 
a higher repurchase in-
tention than those aged 
in modified atmosphere 
packing.

A new Pork CRC project 
to investigate packing will 
soon commence, but the 
results may help explain 
why we have previously 
seen little effect of ageing 
on pork eating quality.

www.porkcrc.com.au 

www.primegro.com.au
Results are based on typical progeny growth performance 
achieved using Primegro Genetics grown under a high health 
environment and fed using the Rivalea Nutritional Program.
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A new Pork CRC project will investigate packing and 
packaging. Here is a new range of attractively pack-
aged, innovative and very consumer-friendly pork 
products from WA’s Linley Valley.

Pork CRC progressing on all fronts
☛ from P3

Pork CRC supported University of Melbourne stu-
dents are doing some excellent work on improving 
pork eating quality.

Figure 1: Effects of ageing for seven days in modified atmosphere packaging and 
vacuum packaging on consumer perceptions (%) of eating quality and repurchase 
intention for loin steaks.

R&D proposals submitted and supported across Pork CRC’s four 
programs for 2016-2017

Program 1 2 3 4 TOTAL

Proposals received 9 17 7 5 38

Cash requested ($) 883,991 3,280,716 1,107,337 907,315 6,179,359

Proposals supported 2 7 3 2 14

Cash approved ($) 75,700 455,000 210,000 330,000 1,070,700

Effects of treatments on live weight and feed conversion ratio 
over four weeks post weaning

Treatment Negative 
control

ZnO 3000 
ppm

Encap-
sulated 

ZnO 
(1kg/t)

Encap-
sulated 

EO 
(1kg/t)

Encap-
sulated 
ZnO and 

EO

P

Week 1

Weight (kg)   6.3 6.5 6.4 6.5 6.5 NS

FCR   2.32 2.01 2.05 2.27 2.40 NS

Week 2

Weight (kg)   7.7c 8.3a 8.0bc 7.9bc 8.1ab 0.002

FCR   1.35 1.25 1.36 1.25 1.30 NS

Week 3

Weight (kg)   9.9c 10.9a 10.3bc 10.3bc 10.5b <0.001

FCR   1.39b 1.33ab 1.34b 1.29a 1.39b 0.043

Week 4

Weight (kg)   13.2c 14.3a 13.6bc 13.6bc 13.9ab 0.008

FCR   1.37bc 1.40c 1.36b 1.28a 1.31ab 0.002

Table 1

Table 2. Note: values within rows with different letters are statistically different.

http://www.primegro.com.au/
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PORK CRC will tran-
sition to new program 
leaders from July 1 this 
year.

Hence the time is right 
to look back, through the 
eyes of those people who 
have led the programs, 
on what were some of 
the transformational out-
comes from those pro-
grams. 

We begin with some 
words from Dr Ray King, 
leader of Program 1, who 
will be succeeded by Dr 
Will van Wettere and al-
so from Dr Rob Wilson, 
leader of Program 4, who 
will be succeeded by Dr 
Stephan Tait. 

The June issue of Aus-
tralian Pork Newspaper 
will feature Program 2 
leader Dr Brian Luxford 
and Program 3 leader Dr 
Darryl D’Souza.
Program 1: ‘Reduced 
confinement of sows and 
piglets’, Dr Ray King – 
Stimulation of oestrus 
during lactation

One of the major objec-
tives of Program 1 has 
been to develop strategies 
to enable effective mat-
ing of sows during lacta-
tion that uncouples mating 
from the weaning process 
to allow more flexible 
management and lower 
confinement housing sys-
tems. 

Acceptable rates of oes-
trus stimulation in lacta-
tion (85 percent of sows 
responding within seven 
days to stimulation) have 
been achieved experimen-
tally through the use of 
direct and intense boar 
stimulation, litter separa-
tion and group housing of 
lactating sows.  

Some of these strategies 
have been combined in 
a commercial field study 
that is being conducted 
over a 12-month period. 

Initial results are en-
couraging, with at least 
40 percent of sows being 
successfully mated dur-
ing lactation after mini-
mal litter separation and 
boar exposure during late 
lactation.  
Successful group hous-
ing of sows during ges-
tation

The results from re-
search conducted in Pro-
gram 1 by Pork CRC, as 
well as that conducted pre-
viously by Australian Pork 

Limited, provided the ba-
sis of developing effective 
group housing systems for 
sows during gestation. 

This R&D established 
the effects of space, time, 
experience and other cru-
cial factors on sow welfare 
and performance during 
gestation and culminated 
in several Sow Housing 
Workshops in 2013 and 
2014, as well as numerous 
associated industry pub-
lications, which provided 
valuable information to 
Australian pork producers 
on mixing strategies and 
group housing of sows. 

The Australian pork in-
dustry now has the neces-
sary information to assist 
producers to decide on the 
type of group housing sys-
tem to implement on their 
farms. 

Many Australian pork 
producers have made the 
transition to lower con-
finement systems imme-
diately after weaning and/
or five days after mating 
and those who are now a 
couple of years down the 
track are reporting very 
satisfactory production 
levels and improved wel-
fare outcomes for sows. 
Program 4: ‘Carbon 
conscious nutrient in-
puts and outputs’, Dr 
Rob Wilson

Pork CRC’s Bioenergy 
Support Program and its 
associated research pro-
jects have been a signifi-
cant and game changing 
contributor to the viability 
and sustainability of Aus-
tralia’s pork producers.

With a reasonable-sized 
farrow-to-finish piggery 
producing double the vol-
ume of biogas needed for 
on-farm use, a consider-
able excess of biogas en-
ergy needs a home.

Knowing up to 80 per-
cent of a piggery’s energy 
demand goes to warming 
young piglets, it’s com-
forting to learn that biogas 
from effluent ponds can 
supply more than dou-
ble this energy demand. 

Industry sums show that 
a 1000-sow piggery can 
produce about 100kW 
of electricity plus about 
that same amount again in 
energy as useful heat. 

It costs about $250,000 
for the average-sized pig-
gery to install a covered 
anaerobic lagoon and the 

required infrastructure 
and equipment, with cost 
roughly scaling up with 
size, so most projects so 
far have cost about $1 mil-
lion or more. 

Return on investment 
depends on piggery size, 
with some projects having 
paid back within two and 
a half years. 

More typically, however, 
this would be five to seven 
years, but Pork CRC is in-
vestigating ways to lower 
the capital costs to im-
prove economic viability. 

Other areas of research 
Pork CRC is undertak-
ing in the biogas/bioen-
ergy space to benefit the 
Australian pork industry 
include:

1. Maintaining high mi-
crobial activity in piggery 
effluent ponds;

2. Converting spent litter 
into biogas;

3. Co-digesting other 
wastes with pig manure 
to produce more biogas 
at piggeries where biogas 
energy is insufficient 
to meet on-site demand 
(breeder piggeries); and

4. Low-cost technology 
options for cleaning of 
biogas at piggeries.

Manager of the Bioen-
ergy Support Program, Dr 
Stephan Tait, has provided 
information and advice on 
generating biogas from 
effluent streams and his 
contribution to the indus-
try has been invaluable. 

Stephan has recently 
moved more into research 
and the advisory role has 
been taken over by Alan 
Skerman.

www.porkcrc.com.au 

Protection and Profit

from START to FINISH

Porcilis
®  

PCV
Long-term PCV2 immunity for performance and profit

 A single vaccination (2 mL) to pigs from 3 weeks of age*
 Rapid onset of immunity with long-term protection
 Reduces viral load and shedding
 Reduces mortality*
 Reduces weight loss*
 Increases average daily weight gain*

NEW TO 

AUSTRALIA

Over 350 million 

doses sold  

worldwide

®

*  During the fattening period. Refer to registered product label for full claim details.  
Refer to Technical brochure for details of trial data.

Intervet Australia Pty Limited trading as MSD Animal Health  ABN 79 008 467 034 

Toll free 1800 033 461  www.msd-animal-health.com.au
Amanda Vardanega 0427 011 579

AU/POK/0416/0002

Come and visit MSD at BOOTH 1 at PPPE

Pork CRC Program 1 leader Dr Ray King.

Pork CRC Program 4 leader Dr Rob Wilson.

Transformational outcomes 
from Pork CRC Programs 1 and 4

http://www.msd-animal-health.com.au/
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WOULDN’T it be great 
if we could maintain 
producer profitability 
for the next five years?  

That’s what our 2016-17 
APL marketing plan is 
about.  

It is undeniable that 
while pig prices were 
growing at an increas-
ing rate in the 2010-2015 
period, high beef prices 
have had a significant 
and positive effect on 
pig prices in the past 
year.

These prices are highly 
attractive and it is pos-
sible that they could last 
for some time because 
it will take at least three 
years to rebuild the cattle 
herd according to Meat 
& Livestock Australia, so 
2018 at the earliest.  

Wouldn’t it be great if 
we could maintain the 
current pig prices even 

after the cattle herd is 
rebuilt?

It is clear that some ex-
pansion in slaughters is 
likely in the next couple 
of years (the latest esti-
mate for the year to Octo-
ber 2016 is an additional 
200,000 pigs slaughtered 
versus the January 2016 
level). 

So how do pig prices get 
maintained when supply 
is growing?

The answer obviously is 
to grow demand ahead of 
supply. 

And that is what the 
2016-17 plan is all about.  

As an industry, we have 
consistently grown de-
mand at between 4-7 per-
cent a year (depending on 
how you measure it).  

We are currently invest-
ing a significant portion 
of producers’ levies in a 
‘6-2-2 – How to cook’ 
campaign that is running 
in addition to the activi-
ties that have grown de-
mand for the past five 
years.  

Next year, while con-
tinuing both these mar-
keting activities, we are 
going to trial five new 
ways of creating addi-
tional consumer demand.  

These trials encompass:
1. In-home tests (adver-

tising);

2. Casual dining (at a 
café, RSL or hotels for 
example);

3. Increasing purchase 
frequency among people 
who buy pork every three 
weeks and attempting to 
get them to buy every two 
weeks;

4. Working with retail-
ers and additional sales 
data to help them sell 
more meat and particu-
larly pork; and

5. Understanding how 
to engage the next gen-
eration of meat buyers.

We know that as tests, 
some of these may not 
work. 

We are deliberately try-
ing five ideas so that even 
if some don’t work, we 
will still have more op-
tions for future demand 
growth than we currently 
have.  

These we can then use 
at the most opportune 
time.  

That way, we have some 
contingency plans that 
target increasing demand 
for Australian pork even 
when beef prices start 
decreasing, which they 
are bound to do at some 
point.  

This might keep pro-
ducers profitable for the 
next five years, and that’s 
the goal. 

Use both RespiSure® and Relsure® PCV1 to help maximise  

performance and achieve a higher standard of herd health. 

Control major respiratory diseases such as mycoplasma 

pneumonia caused by M. hyopneumoniae infection, as well as 

helping to prevent Porcine Circovirus Type 2 (PCV2) viraemia.2

All with the support of Zoetis, the global experts in swine health.

References: 1. Kim D et al. Vaccine 20. 2011; 3206-3212. 2. Seo HW et al. Vaccine 2012; 6671-6677. © 2014 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved.  
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard Rhodes, NSW 2138. www.zoetis.com.au 06/15 TPAH0177

ZOETIS LEADING INNOVATION IN ANIMAL HEALTH  FOR OVER 75 YEARS

Rampage Rat & Mouse Bait Features:

· Reliable and affordable
· Stop feed action reduces consumption
· Approved for perimeter fence line applications by APVMA
· Kills anticoagulant resistant rodents.

Protecta Shield Bait Station

· Easy to use push-key operation
· Compact and durable.

Tomcat Mouse Attractant Gel

· Improves bait palatability
· Pre-mixed and ready to use.

a division of Amgrow

For more information contact Barmac on 07 3802 5050 

Wouldn’t it be great if... 

Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON

General Manager Marketing

New ROTO weaner 
and grower feeders
MUNDIGO has just 
released its new 
ROTO feeders for 
sale after 18 months 
of product develop-
ment. 

The new feeders 
come in two sizes and 
have been designed to 
eliminate feed wast-
age at a low purchase 
price. 

The hopper and lid 
are moulded in Aus-
tralia from the same 
material used to make 
poly tanks while the 
feed bowl is made 
from the same tough 
plastic as SmartBar 
bull bars. 

This results in a 
feeder that is seriously 
tough and completely 
UV stable, making it 
suitable for outdoor 
use as well as in shel-
ters.

The weaner feeder 
handles pigs from 
weaning through to 
45kg, while the grower 
feeder takes 30kg to 
130kg pigs. 

Yes, the ROTO feed-
er can be used for gilt 
development and it’s 

tough enough for the 
job.

Round feeders make 
a lot more sense than 
square ones, and both 
ROTO feeder sizes ca-
ter for up to a 60-pig 
capacity. 

The hopper capac-
ity is 110kg and its 
dimensions allow for 
up to 20 hoppers and 
lids to be stacked on 
a standard pallet for 
economical shipping 
anywhere in Australia.

Feed wastage is one 
of the factors adding 
to the cost of produc-
tion for Australian pig 
producers.

The ROTO feeder 
has been designed to 
directly reduce feed 
conversion ratio and 
improve profitability. 

Farm trials to date 
have shown that feed 
wastage is absolutely 
negligible.

To find out more, 
contact Richard Bo-
shoff at Mundigo on 
0427 230 380 and see 
the Mundigo team at 
the Pan Pacific Pork 
Expo. 

https://www.zoetis.com.au/


Australian Pork Newspaper, May 2016 – Page 7www.porknews.com.au

100% Pigs
CRA

“CRA’s commitment to 

innovation gives farmers 

access to the world s best 

available technology, such 

as the Pulse needle-free 

system.” 
- Dr Tim Ahern

CRA Pig Veterinarian

chrisrichards.com.au | Phone: 1800 426 142 | Fax: 03 5445 5914Chris Richards & Associates

Come 
see us 
at the 
PPPE

w| www.pixamc.com.au            e| info@pixamc.com.au            t| 02 9368 1200

‘Sustainability – Key concepts for our future’

REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN! 
Standard 

Registrations
Close

16 MAY 2016

Don’t miss out on the biggest and most important Poultry and Milling 
Conference in our region this year! 

The program will feature two full days of sessions covering the latest 
in innovation and technology from around the world. 

Registrations received after the standard registration deadline will be 
charged the $50 late fee so register now!

For more information on fees and inclusions, visit the conference website.

in the morning session 
at WAPPA Pig Day Out 
2016 included: 

• Dr Jae Kim, DAFWA: 
dietary use of tryptophan 
and methionine;

• Dr Megan Trezona, 
DAFWA: outdoor pig pro-
duction; and

• Karen Moore, 
DAFWA: feeds to control 
fat deposition after second 
dose of Improvac. 

The afternoon session 
began with an entertain-
ing biosecurity training 
session for producers and 
transporters by veterinar-
ian Kim Nairn of Portec 
Veterinary Services.

Dr Nairn said pig ma-
nure posed the greatest 
disease risk and trans-
porters, producers and 
processors needed to be 
vigilant in ensuring faecal 
matter wasn’t transferred.

His take-home message 
for producers was: “Go 
home after today and take 
a good look at all bio-
security measures on your 
farms.”

Darryl D’Souza of 
Australian Pork Limited 
sparked spirited debate 
when he updated the 
meeting on the Austral-
ian Pork Industry Qual-
ity Program and APL’s 
‘Shaping our Future’ pro-
gram in relation to gesta-
tion stall free.

Dr D’Souza said APL’s 
aim was to keep regula-
tors on its side and to 
defend its stance on far-
rowing crates and fresh 
pork imports.

In the final session, 
Murdoch University pres-

entations included:
• Prof John Pluske: sup-

pressing voluntary feed 
intake of finisher pigs;

• Jeremy Ayre: microal-
gae to treat piggery an-
aerobic digestion effluent;

• Samantha Sterndale: 
reducing stress through 
nutrition to improve pig 
growth; and

• Ingunn Stensland: sup-
plements to improve in-
testinal health in E.coli-
infected weaners.

The last speaker was 
Dr Kim Nairn, this time 
wearing his ‘producer 
hat’ as he reflected on 
how his Peel Pork Pig-
gery survived the devas-
tating January Yarloop 
bushfire.

Pig Day Out sponsors 
were Pork CRC, APL, 
MSD Animal health and 
Elanco.

Addressing a brief 
WAPPA general meeting 
at the start of Pig Day 
Out, WAPPA president 
Dawson Bradford com-
mended WA producers 
and researchers on how 
they collaborated for the 
benefit of the industry 
and how this needed to 
continue as DAFWA tran-
sitioned and the onus of 
R&D in WA increasingly 
moved onto industry.

Rob Wilson updated 
developments relating to 
Pork Innovation WA, an 
incorporated association 
expected to attract initial 
transition funding from 
DAFWA.

PIWA has been award-
ed a grower group R&D 
grant of $375,000, which 
will be administered by 
DAFWA and cover all as-

pects of free range pork 
production in WA.

Dr Wilson also an-
nounced that the Pork 
CRC had awarded an 
honours project, through 
Murdoch University, to be 
associated with that free 
range work.

PIWA executive man-
agement committee mem-
bers are Dr Rob Wilson 
(chair), Ron Penn (Craig 
Mostyn Group), David 
Plant (Milne Agrigroup), 
John Pluske (Murdoch 
University), Neil Fergu-
son (Westpork) and Jan 
Cooper (WAPPA).

WA’s pork industry 
employs about 1700 full 
and part-time workers 
and more than $50 mil-
lion has been invested in 
housing and production 
systems during the past 
five years to meet new 
guidelines for sow hous-
ing and production effi-
ciency. 

WAPPA executive offic-
er Jan Cooper encouraged 
members at the general 
meeting to further en-
gage with her in shaping 
WAPPA’s direction by at-
tending WAPPA’s annual 
general meeting and din-
ner to be held on Friday, 
August 12.

WAPPA’s executive 
committee comprises 
Dawson Bradford (presi-
dent) of Popanyinning, 
Graeme Dent (vice presi-
dent) of Cuballing, Tor-
ben Soerensen (treasurer) 
of GD Pork , Dean Rom-
aniello of Craig Mostyn 
Group and Emalyn Loud-
on, consultant to the pork 
industry.

www.wappa.com.au 

WAPPA Pig Day Out proved vibrant
☛ from P1

FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

CONTACT:

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby
Ph (07) 4662 4333

A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

PTY
LTDSOYA FEEDS

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

SFMCA 
FeedSafe 
Accredited

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal

MAY 25-26, 2016
Gold Coast Convention Centre

http://www.chrisrichards.com.au/
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WHILE some see the 
art, or science, of public 
relations as, well, the art 
or science of spin, it re-
ally is much more than 
tweaking one thing to 
make it look or sound 
like another.

PR is often about turn-
ing a negative into a posi-
tive and influencing, for 
the better, the publics 
which an organisation, 
individual or company, 
for example, must interact 
with.

On the positive front, PR 
can also help turn a cata-
strophic event into one 
with positive outcomes for 
affected stakeholders.

Such was the case when 
bushfires in January de-
stroyed the southwest 
town of Yarloop and laid 
siege to nearby Waroona 
and Harvey, all in the very 
heart of prime West Aus-
tralian beef cattle country. 

Myalup farmers Graham 
and Mia Rose were caught 
in the middle of hay cut-
ting, managing to roll one 
last round bale before re-
treating from the fire that 
had begun to engulf their 
farm.

That bale was recently 
bought by Western Meat 
Packers Group, which 
paid a probable world re-
cord $30,000 (for a round 
bale of hay) when WMPG 
chief executive officer 
Andrew Fuda made the 
winning bid at a charity 
auction at Harvey. 

Harvey born and raised, 
Mr Fuda personally knew 
many of the affected 
farmers, so he, along with 
WMPG, which sources 
plenty of cattle from the 
fire-affected region, felt 
they had to help. 

Proceeds from that bale, 
along with other money 
raised on the night, have 
gone to local Lions and 
Rotary clubs, which are 
now distributing the funds 
to fire-affected farmers 
on a needs basis.

The unique bale, smoke 
infused from ancient WA 
jarrah, red gum and pep-
permint trees, has now 
been fed out to select 
steers at Paul O’Meehan’s 
Borden beef feedlot in 
WA’s Great Southern re-
gion, where he finishes 
steers, under contract to 
WMPG, at 120 days for 
the Japanese market. 

To round out the story, 
beef from steers fed the 
‘smoky bale’ will end up 
in Japan, a country whose 

people are passionate 
about high-quality, grain-
fed Australian beef. 

Japan, I understand, 
takes about half of the 
grain-fed beef produced 
in Australia. 

WMPG was not only hap-
py to financially support 
the fire-affected southwest 
farmers, but also delighted 
to be able to highlight what 
some might refer to as ‘fla-
vour enhanced’ WA export 
beef.

WMPG itself is no 
stranger to the ravages of 
fire.

In 2009, WMPG’s then 
headquarters and boning 
room in the WA industrial 
suburb of O’Connor were 
burnt to the ground fol-
lowing an electrical fault. 

Although owner Rod 
Russell could have walked 

away from the business, he 
chose not to, continuing to 
employ his equally com-
mitted workforce, despite 
dropping to 100 head of 
cattle a week and having 
to access temporary bon-
ing facilities, before later 
gearing up to full capacity 
at the company’s current 
Osborne Park premises. 

An integrated operation, 
WMPG today has an abat-
toir and farm at Margaret 
River, farm at Brunswick, 
state-of-the-art boning 
and packing facility at 
Osborne Park, specialist 
high-tech packing facility 
at Bibra Lake, Perth Skin 
and Hides at Coogee and 
offices in China, Thailand 
and South Korea. 

WMPG has invested 
millions of dollars into 
upgrading machinery and 
technology at its Osborne 
Park beef and lamb facil-
ity in the past few years, 
where about 150 people 
are now employed. 

About 320 people are 
employed across the 
group’s operations. 

As I wrote at the start, 
the art or science of PR 
can help turn a cata-
strophic event into one 
with positive outcomes for 
affected stakeholders.

Such was the case in this 
scenario, where someone 
(WMPG) recognised how 
they could positively help 
(fire victims), while ul-
timately raising the pro-
file of WA’s beef cattle 
producing and processing 
sectors in one of its most 
important overseas mar-
kets. 

Sounds like good PR to 
me, with a win-win for all 
parties. 

New ROTO feeders
At last! A feeder at an economical price 

 

End the feed waste!

The $30,000 Western Meat Packers Group hay bale just after delivery to Paul 
O’Meehan’s beef feedlot at Borden, WA.

Western Meat Packers Group CEO Andrew Fuda and 
his PA Ella Spittall proudly sat astride the $30,000 hay 
bale before it was fed out at the Borden feedlot. 

Sending the right 
smoke signals

Cant Comment 
by 

BRENDON CANT

www.mundigo.com.au
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Nutrients are a potent stimulus of gene expression. Knowing this helps us explain why 
performance can be improved and provides important clues on HOW to optimize the cell, tissue 

and organ function through the diet. Nutrigenomics ensures precision nutrition that targets 
animal performance looking to the future and what physical, financial and environmental 

benefits can be sustained.

Six fundamentals to achieve your 
animals’ genetic potential.
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IN the lead-up to the 
2016 World Pork Expo 
in Des Moines, Iowa, 
US, the National Pork 
Producers Council is of-
fering two different tours 
prior to the expo that 
provide unique insights 
into US agriculture. 

Set for June 6-7, the 
two-day tour will travel to 
locations in Illinois, Indi-
ana and Iowa, showcasing 
commercial hog systems, 
farm equipment produc-
tion and agricultural ship-
ping channels. 

The one-day tour on 
June 7 will highlight 
agricultural businesses in 
central Iowa, with a look 
at modern swine produc-
tion and food marketing, 
feed grain research and 
product development. 

The tours include trans-
portation and meals on 
tour days as well as free 
admission to World Pork 
Expo from June 8-10, fea-
turing the world’s largest 
pork-specific trade show.

NPPC tour organiser 
Greg Thornton said this 
year’s pre-World Pork Ex-
po tours follow the long 
tradition of providing 
visitors with a snapshot of 
US agriculture’s diversity 
from on-farm hog produc-
tion to product research 
and development to equip-
ment manufacturing and 
shipping.

“While the tours are 
open to anyone, they are 
particularly informative 
for international visitors 
and can make their time 
at World Pork Expo even 
more meaningful,” he said.
The two-day tour

The two-day tour, un-
derwritten by the Illinois 
Soybean Association, 
travels through Iowa and 
into Illinois and Indiana. 

Participants can board 
the bus in Des Moines on 
Sunday, June 5, or meet 
the group at Holiday Inn 
Express in Chicago on 
Monday, June 6. 

The tour will venture 
into Indiana to visit Fair 
Oaks Farms, home of The 
Pig Adventure, for a view 
of modern pork produc-
tion. 

Participants will dine on 
site at the Farmhouse Res-
taurant. 

The overnight stop will 
take place at Jumer’s Ho-
tel and Casino. 

On day two, the tour 
heads to the John Deere 
Harvester Works in East 
Moline, Illinois, a new, 
state-of-the art JBS feed-
mill and a modern wean-
to-finish barn managed 
by JBS. 

Participants will also get 
an up-close look at grain 
export activities during a 
barge trip down the Mis-
sissippi River. 

The tour bus will return 
to Des Moines for dinner 
on the evening of June 7.

Cost for the two-day 
tour is $US450 per per-
son, which includes bus 
transportation, lodging on 
June 6, meals on tour days 
and World Pork Expo ad-
mission.
The one-day tour

The one-day tour takes 
place on Tuesday, June 7 
and will focus on agricul-
tural businesses in central 
Iowa. 

The tour will begin 
and end the day in Des 
Moines. 

This action-packed trip 
will include a look at crop 
and feed segments related 
to pork production with 
a stop at the DuPont Pio-
neer Research & Develop-
ment Center. 

A visit to a modern 
wean-to-finish barn and 
a new, state-of-the art 
feedmill owned by JBS, 
followed by a stop at a Hy-
Vee grocery store for per-
spective on the US retail 
food sector and dinner at 
the iconic Machine Shed 
Restaurant completes the 
day’s events.

The cost for this one-day 
tour is $US150 per person, 
which includes bus trans-
portation, meals on the 
tour and free admission to 
World Pork Expo.

NPPC president and 
Iowa pork producer John 
Weber said these pre-Ex-
po tours are a great way 
to get a sense of what 
US, and more specifically 
Iowa, agriculture is like. 

“It provides participants 
with an up close and per-
sonal look, with opportu-
nities to ask questions,” 
he said. 

“Then tour participants 
can spend the following 
days at World Pork Expo 
for a look at the latest pork 
production technologies, 
products and services, as 
well as hearing leading 
experts discuss research 

and production tips during 
the numerous seminars 
offered.”
Space is limited

Both tours have lim-
ited space, so interested 
individuals should go to 
worldpork.org and regis-
ter as soon as possible.

Once there, select ‘At-
tendees’ on the blue regis-
tration button. 

Then, scroll down to ‘In-
dustry Tours’.

The website will provide 
updated details about the 
tours as well as a sched-
ule of Expo activities and 
general registration infor-
mation. 

The site also offers in-
formation about room 
availability at official 
World Pork Expo hotels, 
answers to frequently 
asked questions and other 
helpful tips about travel-
ling to World Pork Expo.

To get the most up-to-
date information, connect 
with World Pork Expo on 
Facebook and follow the 
Expo on Twitter (@NPP-
CWPX, #WPX16)

The 2016 World Pork 
Expo takes place on June 
8-10 at the Iowa State Fair-
grounds in Des Moines. 

Highlights include more 
than 310,000 square feet 
of commercial exhibits 
from hundreds of compa-
nies throughout the world. 

Trade show hours are 
from 8am to 5pm on 
Wednesday, June 8 and 
Thursday, June 9, and 
from 8am to 1pm on Fri-
day, June 10. 

Swine breeding stock 
sales will take place on 
Saturday, June 11 from 
8am until they are com-
pleted (at about noon).

World Pork Expo, the 
world’s largest pork-
specific trade show, is 
brought to you by NPPC. 

On behalf of its mem-
bers, NPPC develops and 
defends export markets, 
fights for reasonable leg-
islation and regulation, 
and informs and educates 
legislators.

For more information, 
visit nppc.org 

new  
 

Registration fills up quickly for the two pre-World Pork Expo tours. A one-day tour on 
June 7 will highlight Midwest agricultural businesses, including stops at the DuPont 
Pioneer Research & Development Center and a commercial wean-to-finish facility. 
Participants also get a look at retail pork marketing in a modern Hy-Vee grocery store.

The National Pork Producers Council offers two tour 
options for guests coming to World Pork Expo. A two-
day tour on June 6-7 features a visit to the Fair Oaks 
Pig Adventure and a barge trip down the Mississippi 
River to view agricultural shipping facilities.

Tours provide a unique 
insight into US agriculture

Inspiring transformation – PPPE 2016
■ May 25-26, Gold Coast
THE biennial Pan Pa-
cific Pork Expo is the 
Australian pork indus-
try’s premier event and 
will next be held on 
May 25 and 26, 2016 
at the Gold Coast Con-
vention and Exhibition 
Centre, Queensland.

For 2016, the event’s 
theme is ‘Inspiring 
Transformation’. 

PPPE is a combination 
of a trade show exhibi-
tion and conference pro-
gram where delegates 
– pork producers and 
a range of stakeholders 
across the value chain 
– source the latest in-
dustry information and 
network amongst col-
leagues.

Session topics in-
clude: technology in-
spired transformation, 
consumer attitudes 
towards agriculture, 
refocusing on herd pro-
ductivity, transforming 
science into practice 
and developing premi-
um markets, with the 
workshop to be focused 
on tools to objectively 
assess health and pro-
duction.

The trade exhibition 
opens at 8am on May 
25, with the PPPE plena-
ry session commencing 
from 12.55pm, followed 
by a cocktail party in 
the trade exhibition 
from 5-8pm. 

The concurrent ses-
sions take place on May 
26 between 9.15am and 
3.30pm, and PPPE will 
conclude with a Happy 
Two Hours from 3.30-
5.30pm.

For information on at-
tending the 2016 PPPE, 
please visit www.pppe.
com.au to see: 

• Registration infor-
mation;

• Program details;
• Travel and accom-

modation information; 
and

• Exhibitor and spon-
sorship opportunities 
(please note there are 
limited opportunities re-
maining).

Australian Pork Limit-
ed members registering 
for PPPE 2016 should 
note that the PPPE Com-
mittee has allocated a 
budget to support APL 
levy-paying members by 

paying the cost of travel 
and accommodation 
for those members who 
are registered to attend 
PPPE 2016.

That is, free travel 
and accommodation for 
APL levy-paying mem-
bers to attend PPPE 
2016. 

Members may also be 
entitled to bring a num-

ber of staff as part of 
APL support. 

APL support will be 
offered on a ‘first in, 
first served’ basis up 
to the limit of the total 
budgeted funding for 
the event.

For further informa-
tion on entitlements, 
email pppe@australian 
pork.com.au 

www.mundigo.com.au
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Pig Farm Perspective
             by Bruce the brainy pig

EVERY so often I 
stumble across new 
research that really 
inspires me about the 
direction in which the 
international pig in-
dustry is heading.

In the past few years, 
many researchers have 
been developing online 
monitoring systems for 
pigs that provide real-
time feedback on body 
temperature and motion 
to assist with the early 
detection of infectious 
diseases. 

Recently, a pilot study 
was published by re-
searchers at the Univer-
sity of Madrid assessing 
the potential for early 
detection of infection in 
pigs via online monitor-
ing systems. 

This system measured 
changes in body tem-
perature and movement 
patterns through devic-
es embedded in radio-
frequency identification 
ear tags of individual 
pigs and through video 
monitoring of pigs.

Accelerometers (de-
vices which measure 
the acceleration of pigs 
around pens) were set 
to assess pig movement 
every 15 minutes up to 
24 times a day and the 
internal temperature 
sensor gathered sam-
ples at least four times 
a day. 

The remaining sen-
sors gathered data 
continuously on a herd 
level. 

The study used Af-
rican swine fever as a 
trial disease to evalu-
ate the efficacy of the 
monitoring system. 

ASF presents with 
vague and non-specific 
clinical signs, often 
only seen as a sudden-
onset fever. 

This study found that 
the online monitoring 
system detected ASF on 
farm one to three days 
faster than the routine 
diagnostic measures 
used (measurement of 
rectal temperature, ob-
servation of clinical 
signs, decreased water 
consumption and posi-
tive quantitative poly-
merase chain reaction 
detection of the virus). 

Why am I so excited 
by this study? 

Well, the potential for 
using similar systems 
for monitoring other in-
fectious diseases within 
piggeries is huge.

Imagine a world 
where pigs could be 
individually identified 
and isolated based on 
decreased movement 
and increased tempera-
ture, days before they 
would traditionally be 
picked up. 

This has the oppor-

tunity to significantly 
decrease the transmis-
sion of many infectious 
diseases within herds.

This study is the first 
assessing the potential 
for using biosensors 
and video analysis for 
surveillance of com-
mon infectious diseases 
in pigs.

The results also sug-
gest there is potential 
for similar systems to 
be used in place of or 
in conjunction with sen-
tinel herds as a method 
of monitoring for emer-
gency infectious dis-
eases. 

This would allow for 
enhanced monitoring 
of exotic pathogens at 
a lower cost, without 
compromising overall 
sensitivity.

The cost of these 
systems is high at this 
stage, however there is 
certainly potential for 
future use of real-time 
temperature and move-
ment monitoring for 
early detection of infec-
tious diseases. 

While at this stage 
all I’ve discussed must 
sound like science fic-
tion, implementation 
of commercial real-
time tracking of pigs is 
definitely something to 
watch out for and could 
be on our farms sooner 
than expected. 

Proud sponsor of PPPE. See us on Stand 22

Australasian Milling Conference 
set for success in 2016
THE 2016 Australasian 
Milling Conference is 
shaping up to set a new 
record in terms of its 
success. 

There is already a record 
level of sponsorship fund-
ing and number of trade 
exhibitors committed. 

With the conference be-
ing held from May 29-31, 
the final trade exhibitors 
are registering. 

Already, 200 trade stand 
spaces have been booked 
and this is expected to in-
crease to over 220 by the 
time AMC is held. 

AMC 2016 provides the 
opportunity for anyone 
manufacturing feed to 
hear and see the latest. 

For pig producers op-
erating their own feed 
mills, the trade exhibition 
provides the ideal oppor-

tunity to see the latest in 
milling equipment, silos 
and feeding systems. 

Both Australian and 
overseas supply compa-
nies are booked to exhibit. 

The AMC program pro-
vides a high calibre of 
speakers. 

Under the conference 
theme ‘Sustainability 
– Key concepts for our 
future’, there is ample op-
portunity for all delegates 
to explore how their busi-
nesses can remain viable 
into the future. 

The program features 
a panel presentation and 
discussion on sustainabil-
ity as it relates to food and 
feed. 

The panel participants 
are: 

• Tim Hart, Ridley Ag-
riProducts CEO, speaking 
about sustainability from 

a feed perspective. 
• Angus Gidley Baird, 

Rabobank, presenting on 
world animal protein re-
quirements and challeng-
es for sustainable milling. 

• Elizabeth Kassell, 
RED Group, looking at 
sustainability through re-
cycling opportunities and 
challenges. 

• Ray Johnson, Agri-
cultural Appointments, 
addressing the issue of 
accessing employees in a 
sustainable manner and 
the generational change in 
the Australian agribusi-
ness sector. 

• Andrew Giles, Garvan 
Research Foundation, 
looking at the human side 
of sustainable health for 
rural communities. 

The keynote feed indus-
try speaker is Alex Dor-
ing from the European 
Feed Manufacturers’ Fed-
eration based in Belgium. 

Alex has experience in 
dealing with major food 
safety incidents such as 
BSE in Europe and the 
dioxin contamination in-
cident in Belgium. 

He will elaborate on the 
risks the global feed in-
dustry faces and what is 
being done globally in the 
area of sustainable feed 
manufacture. 

Other speakers will be 
addressing issues of anti-
microbial resistance and 
use of feed additives as 
alternative options. 

On the raw material 
side, speakers will look at 
where Australia is head-

ing in the supply ver-
sus demand balance as 
our livestock industries 
growth outpaces grain 
production efficiency. 

AMC has a strong feed 
manufacturing and tech-
nical milling influence 
and sessions are dedicated 
to looking at milling in-
novations and what new 
technology will deliver 
for the future. 

The history of AMC 
revolves around a strong 
networking and social 
program. 

The AMC Welcome 
Dinner features the Stock 
Feed Manufacturers’ 
Council of Australia De-
velopment Award presen-
tation. 

Five state winners will 
be recognised during this 
ceremony. 

In addition, the Austral-
ian Technical Millers As-
sociation will be present-
ing its Young Achiever 
Award. 

The Conference Dinner 
is typically a highlight, 
with music and dancing 
through the night. 

Registrations are open 
and based on the last con-
ference at least 1400 peo-
ple will be taking part.

To find out more, reg-
ister and check out the 
list of trade exhibitors, 
visit www.pixamc.com.
au or contact the confer-
ence secretariat at info@
pixamc.com.au or on 02 
9368 1200. 

www.jefo.com
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Plenary Session 1:  
Technology inspired 

transformation

Day One: Plenary Sessions
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Craig Rispin 
Craig Rispin is a business futurist and innovation 
expert. His expertise is in emerging businesses, 
people and technology trends – and how companies 

Craig has over 20 years' experience working where
the future has been created – with some of the most
innovative companies in the world in the IT, consumer
electronics, internet and broadcasting industries. 
In fact, Craig got his start much earlier than that – 

teaching adults about technology and trends from the age of 10 (really)! 

He has addressed audiences of up to 3,000 people on 5 continents and has
consulted with CEOs of leading companies worldwide. Some of his clients 
include: BHP Billiton, Canon, Colonial First State, IBM, Mallesons, NRMA, 
Sensis, Sportscraft, Symantec, Toyota, the Young Presidents’ Organization
(YPO) and countless professional industry associations.

Now a Keynote speaker, author and innovation consultant, Craig shows his 

Jude L. Capper
Jude L. Capper, Ph.D. is an independent Livestock 
Sustainability Consultant based in Oxfordshire, UK, 
who undertook her BSc and PhD in the UK before 
undertaking postdoctoral research at Cornell University 
and a faculty position at Washington State University in 
the USA. 

Jude currently focuses on model ing the environmen
tal

professional goal is to communicate the importance of factors
affecting livestock industry sustainability to enhance the knowledge and 
understanding of food production stakeholders from the rancher and 
farmer through to the retailer, policy-maker and consumer. She has an
active social media presence and spends a considerable amount of time 
de-bunking some of the more commonly-heard myths relating to resource 
use and the environmental impact of livestock production.

Jude can be contacted via email at jude@livestocksustainability.com. 
Sponsor: Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia
Dr Jude Capper, Livestock Sustainability Consultancy
The value of information to the consumer
Dr Heather Bray, University of Adelaide
Understanding community attitudes
Rob Cumine, Coles 
The retailers' perspective

Sponsor: Zoetis
Speakers: Craig Rispin, The Future Trends Group 

25 26 May 2016
Gold Coast Convention & Exhibition Centre 

Broadbeach QLD

Inspiring Transformation

Proudly supported by

Rob Cumine
Rob Cumine is the Coles Responsible Sourcing
& Agricultural Manager, looking after the super
market ethical, sustainability and agricultural 
programs. He is the newly appointed Supply Chain 
representative on the APIQ ® panel.

He has a degree in Agricultural Economics and a Masters 
in Agricultural Marketing.  Prior to Coles he worked in
agriculture, food manufacturing and retailing in the UK. 
He also has hands on practical farming experience and 

through his UK business supplies Wholefoods Market with a range of grass-fed 
wagyu beef. 

Dr Heather Bray
Dr Heather Bray is a researcher at the University of
Adelaide investigating community attitudes to the use of 
science and technology in food production.

She holds a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture (Hons) 
and a PhD in Animal Science both from the University 
of Sydney. Before moving into science communication, 
Heather worked on pig science projects at the Institute 
for Animal Science and Animal Health in the Netherlands

and at the South Australian Research and Development Institute’s Pig and Poultry 
Production Institute.

Dr Bray has extensive experience in communicating complex and contentious 
science to the general public. She developed and delivered schools and 

Breeding CRC between 2003 and 2010.

www.australianpork.com.au


Australian Pork Newspaper, May 2016 – Page 13www.porknews.com.au

Mark Wilson
Mark Wilson received his PhD at the University 
of Kentucky in reproductive physiology. He was 
Professor at the University of Minnesota, Waseca 
for 11 years where he won several National awards
for undergraduate education and coordinated the 
swine research at the Southern Experiment Station. 
He spent nine years as director of technical service 
at United Feeds while overseeing the boar and sow
research. He served as vice president of research
and technology transfer at Minitube of America.

Currently he is one of the swine scientists of the Research and Nutritional
Services Team for Zinpro Corporation. Mark is an adjunct professor for 
the University of Wisconsin and the University of Minnesota. Mark is a 
frequent speaker at National and International Swine events and has 
spoken in 38 different countries. 

Robert van Barneveld
Robert van Barneveld is Group CEO and Managing 
Director of the SunPork Group of Companies which 
includes SunPork Farms (farming approximately 
40,000 sows across Australia), PIC Australia, 
Swickers Kingaroy Bacon Factory and SunPork Fresh
Foods. 

In addition to his work with SunPork, Prof van 
Barneveld is also a Director of the Pork CRC Ltd,
Roseworthy Piggery Pty Ltd, Deputy Chair of the 

Autism CRC Ltd, Chairman of Porkscan Pty Ltd (a company commercialising
technologies for more accurate measurement of pig carcasses), Chairman 
of Social Skills Training Pty Ltd (a wholly-owned company of the Autism
CRC Ltd which delivers the Secret Agent Society Program to families 
living with ASD), and is a Non-Executive Director of the ASX-listed Ridley 
Corporation (Australia’s largest stockfeed manufacturer).

In addition to his corporate roles, Robert has extensive experience as a 
scientist and nutritionist for pigs and poultry in Australia and overseas and 
specialises in the characterisation and understanding of feed ingredients. 
He has worked widely with feedmills and livestock producers in Asia over 
the past 15 years and has a PhD in amino acid nutrition of monogastrics. 

Robert is a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors, is a
Registered Animal Nutritionist and is an Adjunct Professor within the School 
of Environmental and Rural Science at the University of New England. 

Caleb Smith
Caleb Smith was raised on the family farm and was 
put to work shortly after learning to walk. After 

Management, Caleb went back to Kia-Ora Piggery 
and has now been the manager of the breeder 
unit for eight years. The farm has good breeding 
performance and has been able to produce 26 pigs 
weaned per sow per year for the last 12 months.
Kia-Ora Piggery has always been an innovative 
and progressive business claiming awards such

as the 2002 Best Victorian Small Business Employer of the year award,
the 2010 Shire of Loddon Best Agricultural Business, Best Large Business 

Premier's Sustainability Awards. Caleb will bring practical ways to improve 
breeding herd performance and identify what gives the best bang for
your buck.

Darren Trott
Professor Darren Trott is Director of the Australian 
Centre for Antimicrobial Resistance Ecology. 

His research focuses on a One Health approach to 
solving antimicrobial resistance issues relevant to both 
human and animal health. 

Day Two: Concurrent Sessions 

Session 3: 
Developing premium 

markets

Sponsor: 
Australian Pork Limited

Hollis Ashman, Mondelez 
International 
Premium food into China: 
lessons for the pork industry
Matt Rutter, Geraldton 
Fisherman’s Cooperative  
Lessons for the pork industry 
from the world’s largest 
exporter of rock lobster
Jayne Gallagher, Director, 
Honey & Fox
Australian wild abalone in 
China: ideas for the pork 
industry

Session 1: 
Refocusing on herd 

productivity

Sponsor: 
Primegro Technologies

Dr Mark Wilson, Zinpro 
USA   
Recent advances in seasonal 
infertility
Professor Rob van 
Barneveld, SunPork Farms 
Variation and its hidden costs
Caleb Smith, Kia-Ora 
Piggery  
Increasing born alive: where 
should we focus?

Session 2:  
Transforming science 

into practice

Sponsor: 
Elanco Animal Health

Dr Peter Davies, 
University of Minnesota
Anti Microbial Resistance 
(AMR) - what’s the world 
doing about it?
Dr Pat Mitchell,  APL
AMR in Australia – where are 
we at and what do we need 
to do?
Prof Darren Trott, 
University of Adelaide 
AMR: new technologies to 
assist risk mitigation

Workshop

Sponsor: 
Chris Richards and 
Associates

Fact or Fiction - tools to 
obtain objective evidence to 

of commonly applied health 
and production practices in 
pigs.

25 26 May 2016
Gold Coast Convention & Exhibition Centre 

Broadbeach QLD

Inspiring Transformation
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SKIOLD & Vacuum Milling Solutions

&

CONTACT:

GRAIN MILLING  SPECIALIST

GRAIN MILLING DOESN'T HAVE TO BE A LABOUR INTENSIVE JOB!

GRAIN MILLING AND AUGERING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS
DESIGN, SALES AND INSTALLATION

CALL US TODAY TO HEAR WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

Discmill, mixer, augers, bucket elevator, jet filter, mineral hopper

   SKIOLD & Vacuum Milling Solutions • Jimboomba Qld • +61 755 477 588 • martin@vacmillsolutions.com.au  

SWICKERS contin-
ues to evolve and im-
prove so it can support 
a strong and growing 
Queensland pork in-
dustry. 

Despite being the only 
export accredited pork 
abattoir and processing 
facility in Queensland, 
the company recognis-
es the need to maintain 
a strong focus on the 
needs of all producers 
and processors who uti-
lise the facility. 

Further to discussions 
with senior manage-
ment, a number of new 
developments are under 
way at Swickers includ-
ing:

• The employment of 
a new farm liaison of-
ficer David William-
son. Swickers will have 
a stand at Pan Pacific 
Pork Expo and David 
will be available to 
meet with producers.

• The company has 
commenced the de-
velopment of new en-
trances and associated 
roadworks to improve 
traffic movements on 
site and enhance safety. 

• As detailed in the 
Burnett Times in July 
last year, Swickers 
has also commenced 
a process of evalu-
ation for a new kill 
floor. It is envisaged 
the new facility will 
be developed to ac-
commodate slaughter-
ing of 30,000 pigs per 
week on a single shift, 

increasing the current 
capacity by more than 
50 percent and mak-
ing it the largest pork 
abattoir in Australia. 
Management has en-
gaged with a range 
of world-leading pig 
abattoir specialists to 
ensure the facility is 
truly state of the art. 
The upgrade will fo-
cus on meat quality 
and slaughtering effi-
ciencies adopting best 
practice in pig welfare 
prior to slaughter. The 
use of side-loading 
CO2 stunning, which 
provides lower stress 
levels on pigs prior to 
slaughter, as well as a 
range of world-leading 
pieces of processing 
equipment to ensure 
lowest cost of produc-
tion, will enhance the 
company’s domestic 
and export competive-
ness. A new cold stor-
age facility has been 
constructed on site.

• A key focus of the 
business is to maintain 
and improve an already 
impressive meat shelf 
life standard, which is 
recognised by Swick-

ers’ customers. 
Swickers CEO Mr 

Ross Ingram said: 
“With the increased de-
mand and consumption 
of pork in Australia and 
growing export oppor-
tunities, the investment 
into upgrading slaugh-
tering, chilling and 
distribution will take 
Swickers to a new level; 
supporting the viabil-
ity of our longstanding 
and loyal customers and 
improving competitive-
ness into current and 
expanding markets.”

The focus of the 
business and facility 
upgrade to reduce the 
risks of a major break-
down have been wel-
comed by industry and 
customers, and together 
with a positive outlook 
for pig farming viabil-
ity, Swickers’ project 
will see Queensland at 
the forefront of pig pro-
cessing in Australia. 
PPPE reminder

Pork Queensland Inc 
looks forward to see-
ing Queensland mem-
bers and producers at 
PPPE from May 25 to 
26, 2016. 

President’s Perspective

by JOHN COWARD

Swickers continues to improve

CRIME prevention in lo-
cal communities works 
best as a collaborative 
effort between the peo-
ple who live there and 
the police officers who 
serve them. 

To combat crime effec-
tively, police need to hear 
about it. 

This allows us not only 
to investigate these offenc-
es, but also to detect local 
crime trends and deploy 
our resources accordingly. 

So I was concerned to 
read the findings of a 
2015 study on rural crime 
by the University of New 
England. 

The study was based on 
a survey of 1251 farmers 
in NSW and Queensland 
working across a range 
of agricultural industries, 
including pig farming. 

Of the farmers surveyed, 
74 percent had experi-
enced some type of rural 
crime over the past 12 
years. 

This includes theft of fu-
el and stock, illegal hunt-
ing and – of particular 
concern to pig farmers – 
trespass by activists. 

Yet the same research 
also found that only half 
of all rural crimes are re-
ported to police. 

The top reason for not 
telling police about rural 
crime, as cited by the sur-
vey respondents, was “I 
had no proof”. 

Other main reasons in-
cluded: “It was not seri-
ous enough”; “Police can’t 
(or won’t) do anything”; 
and “Too much time has 
passed”. 

I can assure you police 
take rural crime very seri-
ously. 

In 2002, NSW Police 
added to its ranks a dedi-
cated team of rural crime 
investigators after a na-
tional study conservative-
ly estimated the annual 
cost of farm crime to be 
$70 million. 

Thirty-three of these 
specialist detectives are 
now stationed at 26 non-
metropolitan local area 
commands across rural 
and regional NSW. 

Their mandate is to work 
with local landholders and 
other police to investigate 
offences that impact on 
the function of the pasto-
ral, agricultural and aqua-
culture industries. 

No crime is too old or 
too small for us to inves-
tigate. 

Even if it doesn’t result 
in an arrest or a convic-
tion, the information you 

provide can help police 
to understand and address 
the crime trends in your 
area. 

Police can also offer val-
uable support and advice 
to farmers. 

For example, did you 
know that something as 
simple as adding ‘private 
property’ signs to perime-
ter fences and gates could 
assist in the prosecution of 
trespassers? 

My message to land-
holders is simple: help us 
to help you. 

If a crime is committed 
on your property, tell us 
about it. 

Call your local police or 
report it via Crime Stop-
pers on 1800 333 000. 
Geoff McKechnie
NSW Police Western 
Region Commander, 
Assistant Commissioner 

Geoff McKechnie, NSW Police Western Region 
Commander, Assistant Commissioner.

Help police to help you

www.becfoodsolutions.com.au
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PREMIUM 
PROTECTION

Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae protection with  
extra capacity for mixing with Ingelvac CircoFLEX® to give you:

New Zealand: Boehringer Ingelheim (NZ) Limited, Animal Health Division, Level 1, Unit 9, 42 Ormiston Road, East Tamaki, Manukau 2016. Toll free: 0800 802 461. Restricted Veterinary
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ALLTECH has agreed to 
acquire Keenan, a lead-
ing farming solutions 
company in Ireland. 

Keenan, now part of the 
Alltech family of compa-
nies, is the 14th acquisi-
tion for Alltech globally 
since 2011.

Alltech founder and 
president Dr Pearse Ly-
ons said the Keenan group 
has long been a friend of 
Alltech. 

“This is a story about 
two great Irish, globally 
minded companies com-
ing together,” he said. 

“As an Irishman, I am 
delighted to welcome 
Keenan to our family, be-
cause together we can de-
liver greater value to our 
global farming customers 
with a wider variety of 
technological solutions.

“Between Alltech’s 
primacy in science and 
Keenan’s manufacturing 

strength and technologi-
cal know-how, we have a 
winning combination for 
delivering greater farm 
efficiency and profitabil-
ity direct to our farming 
customers.”

Alltech and Keenan 
have identified possible 
growth opportunities to-
gether, which may include 
nutritional technologies 
and feeding programs fo-
cused on feed efficiency 
and herd health as well as 
advanced ration formula-
tion.

Alltech CEO Alric 
Blake said, “This is an 
exciting time for Keenan 
to join us here at Alltech.”

“Alltech is looking for 
avenues to better deliver 
the Alltech brand to farm-
ers and provide nutritional 
solutions to those who di-
rectly benefit from their 
use, whether in animal or 
crop production.

“Science and technology 
are at the forefront of eve-
rything we do. 

“This new journey with 
Keenan further strength-
ens our ability to deliver 
on-farm nutrition solu-
tions.”

Keenan will continue to 
be headquartered in Bor-
ris, County Carlow, Ire-
land. 

Together, Alltech and 
Keenan employ nearly 
300 people in Ireland and 
close to 5000 globally. 
About Keenan 

Established in 1978, 
Keenan is a respected 
leader in ethical and prof-
itable farming solutions 
focused on maximising 
feed efficiency.

Over the course of near-
ly four decades in busi-
ness, Keenan has earned 
a particularly strong repu-
tation for manufacturing 
quality mixer wagons. 

Keenan interprets data 
for more than one million 
cows from close to 10,000 
farms in 25 countries 
around the world, repre-
senting one of the world’s 
largest field databases on 
dairy feed efficiency. 

Keenan prides itself on 
continuous investment 
into new technology for 
the benefit of its custom-
ers globally. 

The company has 
evolved throughout the 
years, combining cutting-

edge technological de-
velopments with break-
through nutritional exper-
tise.

A keen advocate for en-
vironmental sustainabil-
ity, Keenan has developed 
a range of solutions to en-

able farmers to overcome 
agricultural production 
challenges and improve 
rumen health and feed ef-
ficiency.

For further information, 
visit www.keenansystem.
com 

The Keenan farm mixer wagon, also known as the ‘green machine’, has earned a reputation for its reliability 
and service. Keenan mixer wagons, together with InTouch technology are designed to deliver the optimal farm 
feed mix consistently.

Alltech agrees to acquire Keenan, Ireland’s leading farming solutions manufacturer

THE National Farm-
ers’ Federation has wel-
comed key measures that 
will benefit agriculture 
announced in the Feder-
al Budget 2016-2017, but 
is angered by the lack of 
any plan to address the 
controversial backpacker 
tax.

Speaking from Canber-
ra, NFF president Brent 
Finlay said new initiatives 
that build on last year’s $4 
billion Agricultural Com-
petitiveness White Paper 
were excellent news for 
the sector but enthusiasm 
for the Budget was tem-
pered by the damage that 
would be incurred at the 
hands of the controversial 
backpacker tax.

“There is no doubt we 
are delighted to see the 
tax burden on small busi-
ness eased – with a 2.5 
percent tax cut for small 
companies, an increase to 
the tax discount for un-
incorporated entities and 
more generous deduction 
rules,” Mr Finlay said.

“Another cash injection 
of $594 million for in-
land rail is also warmly 
welcomed, but falls short 
of the funding needed to 
break ground on the pro-
ject.”

Despite these positive 
elements, Mr Finlay said 
the Government must 
urgently act on the de-
structive backpacker tax 
to restore certainty and 
confidence to thousands 
of farm businesses and ru-
ral communities as well as 
industries such as tourism 
that rely on the backpack-
er workforce.

“Literally thousands of 

farming families, agricul-
tural businesses and tour-
ism operators were des-
perately hoping the back-
packer tax in its current 
form would be abandoned 
in the Budget,” he said.

“We have received more 
than 31,000 signatures on 
a petition opposing this 
measure. 

“We have banded to-
gether, both as an indus-
try and across sectors, to 
show that the negative im-
pacts will be wide-reach-
ing and felt by thousands 
of Australian families. 

“We have given clear ex-
amples of what this pain 
will involve.

“It is now time for the 
Government to respond 
to the risk imposed on 
the sector by a measure 
that will chase working 
holiday-makers away 
from Australia and, in 
the process, decimate the 
agricultural workforce.”

Mr Finlay said the 
Budget was a precursor to 
strong advocacy from the 
NFF, in the lead-up to the 
imminent federal election, 
that would focus on policy 
to underwrite a strong and 
prosperous rural sector.

“Never before has agri-
culture been so strongly 
positioned to grow the 
Australian economy and 
contribute to the prosper-
ity of the entire nation,” 
he said.

“We look forward to 
hearing policies from 
both the Government and 
Opposition that will help 
us take hold of these op-
portunities and deliver 
economic and social re-
turns for the nation.” 

NFF angered by Budget 
inaction on backpacker tax
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THE 2016-17 Budget 
will support the con-
struction of essential 
water infrastructure into 
the future, ensuring Aus-
tralia’s agricultural sec-
tor can be boosted to 
drive economic growth.

The Government will 
commit further funding 
of $88 million to build 
on initiatives contained in 
the $4 billion Agricultural 
Competitiveness White 
Paper to strengthen farm 
businesses and better de-
fend the country against 
biosecurity risks.

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Agriculture and Wa-
ter Resources Minister 
Barnaby Joyce said the 
Government will establish 
the $2 billion National 
Water Infrastructure Loan 
Facility from July 1, 2016, 
providing direct loans to 
the states and territories to 
construct dams, pipelines 
and job-creating water in-
frastructure projects.

“The loan facility will 
stimulate and accelerate 
investment in major wa-
ter infrastructure, such 
as dams, pipelines and 
managed aquifer recharge 
projects, supporting the 
agriculture and resources 
industries and rural and 
regional communities,” 
Minister Joyce said.

“The Government is fur-
ther investing in strength-
ening Australia’s bio-
security protection, with 
a new $15.9 million over 
four years to build an ad-
vanced analytics capabil-
ity within the Department 
of Agriculture and Water 
Resources. 

“The Biosecurity Ad-
vanced Analytics ini-
tiative will improve the 
department’s ability to 
turn information into in-
telligence to better man-
age biosecurity risks that 
threaten our agricultural 
sector, the rural com-
munities that depend on 
them, the environment 
and the broader economy. 

“This will increase 
our ability to know why, 
when, where and what 
pests and diseases should 
be the focus of biosecurity 
activities, which will in-
crease preparedness for 
potential pest and disease 
incursions.”

Minister Joyce said the 
Government has delivered 
more than $718 million 
in support for farmers 
and rural communities 
experiencing drought and 
hardship and will build 
on initiatives in the Ag 
White Paper by extending 
funding for additional ru-
ral financial counsellors.

“Rural financial coun-
selling services in 
drought-affected regions 
will benefit from a $7.1 
million boost in funding 
over four years, ensuring 
farmers in need are able 
to access the support they 
require,” he said.

Minister Joyce also 
underlined the Govern-
ment’s firm commitment 
to the Murray-Darling Ba-
sin Plan.

“We have made clear 
our intention to provide 
certainty and leadership 
in managing this precious 
resource for the future, 
and we will deliver on 
that,” he said.

“Work is currently un-
der way to determine the 
amount of water required 
to sustain the basin, which 
will determine decisions 

on resourcing require-
ments.

“The Australian Gov-
ernment’s commitment 
to the agriculture and 
water resources portfo-
lio through the 2016-17 
Budget is clear.

“We have supported the 
core business of the port-
folio, creating an environ-
ment to support profitable 
farm businesses, ensuring 
access to export markets 
for agricultural produce, 
managing biosecurity risk 
and investing in R&D to 
ensure our farmers remain 
world-class into the fu-
ture.”

Minister Joyce said the 
Government is continu-
ing to build on the plat-
form established by the 
Ag White Paper to forge 
a path to a stronger and 
more profitable agricul-
ture sector.

“Agriculture is one of 
the five pillars of our na-

tional economy – one that 
is worth $58.4 billion to 
the Australian economy, 
employs about 315,000 
people and feeds more 
than 60 million people 
globally,” he said.

“The White Paper has 
laid out a path to pros-
perity for the agriculture 
sector and we will har-
ness this momentum to 
keep delivering for farm-
ers, businesses across the 
supply chain, regional 
Australia and the broader 
economy.

“The investments in the 
2016-17 Budget are target-
ed at the long-term future 
of Australian agriculture, 
including building major 
water infrastructure and 
improving our biosecurity 
risk management.”

For more information 
about the Agriculture and 
Water Resources Portfolio 
Budget, visit agriculture.
gov.au/budget 

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com.au

Why do some piglets walk 
with their heads held high?

Because Levucell ®SB piglets are 
erformance!pleased with their pe

Levucell®SB improves farrowing conditions and improves
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until weaning.
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 Invest in a building that has been individually 
designed and manufactured for your pigs.
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structural steel and iron

 Hot dipped galvanized 
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Budget boosts agricultural sector
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KEEPING settling 
ponds in optimum con-
dition without draining 
them represents real cost 
savings. 

Normal submersible 
pumps used to dredge 
these pits cannot cope 
when oversized, fibrous 
materials get flushed into 
the system.

Tsurumi, the world lead-
er in submersible pump 
development, has pro-
duced a range of cutter 
pumps called the C Se-
ries, which are designed 
to handle such contami-
nated waste. 

The C Series cutter 
pumps chop waste mat-
erial, thus allowing free 
passage through the pump 
without clogging.

Aussie Pumps product 
manager Neil Bennett 
said, “Tsurumi’s break-
through cutter impeller 
chops through sewage, 
rawhide, plastic, rags and 
other materials in sec-
onds.”

“We’ve seen various 
unmentionables handled 
by these extraordinary 
pumps without issue.”

The C Series incorpo-
rates a large open-channel 
impeller with a cutter 
mechanism. 

A sintered tungsten car-
bide alloy tip is brazed on 
the impeller vane. 

As the impeller rotates, 
the vane slices against the 
serrated edge of the suc-
tion cover, chopping fi-
brous matter into small 

fragments that won’t clog.
The three-phase, heavy-

duty pumps range from 
50mm bore to 100mm. 

The largest pump in the 
range has an enormous 
capacity of 2750l/pm and 
a maximum head of 26m.

“There is a terrific video 
on YouTube that shows 
the pumps’ cutting abil-
ity,” Bennett said.

“It’s amazing to watch 
what these unique cutters 
will do. 

“You’ll never believe it 
until you see it.

“The demo even shows 
the pump swallowing ny-
lon rope.”

The video can be found 
by searching for ‘Tsurumi 
cutter pump’ on YouTube.

Like all Tsurumi sub-

mersible pumps, the C 
Series pumps include fea-
tures that extend the life 
and enhance reliability of 
the pump. 

Significant design details 
make a big difference. 

These include an anti-
wicking cable entry that 
prevents water from enter-
ing the motor if the power 
lead is damaged or the end 
of the cable is accidentally 
submerged.

A double silicone car-
bide seal is standard on 
all models. 

Both seal surfaces 
are submerged in an oil 
chamber away from the 
pumped liquid. 

This ensures lubrication 
and protects against in-
gress of foreign materials.

The oil bath features a 
patented ‘Oil Lifter’ that 
increases mechanical seal 
longevity. 

The lifter ensures both 
the upper and lower seals 
are lubricated and cooled, 
even if the oil level in the 
chamber is low.

“These pumps have even 
been used to combat the 
huge ragging issue in set-
tling dams,” Bennett said.  

“The cutter pump cou-
pled onto a dredging plat-
form will allow the clean-
ing of ponds while they 
remain online.”

Further information on 
the complete range of 
Tsurumi cutter pumps is 
available on the Aussie 
Pumps website www.aus 
siepumps.com.au 

 Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens.  Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

 Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.
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See you at the Pan Pacific Pork Expo – May 21-22

Mycofix®
Proven protection 
… throughout the entire production cycle.

® is the solution for 
mycotoxin risk management.

EU Authorised*
*  Regulation No 1115/2014, No 1016/2013 & 
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Naturally ahead

Tsurumi C Series cutter pumps chop solids sus-
pended in waste water, allowing for choke-free opera-
tion when dredging settling pits.

Kym 0439 066 054 
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Luke 0439 066 006 
luke@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill 0499 009 293 
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Cutter clears clogs and cuts costs
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Trader

Protein Division

Level 1
49 - 51 Stead Street

South Melbourne, VIC
3205 Australia

Phone: +61 3 9695 4116
Fax: +61 3 9699 5283

Mobile: +61 477 555 008
wkehl@craigmostyn.com.au

 www.craigmostyn.com.au

SLURRY PUMPING AND COMPOST SPREADING

0437 885 309
E: growuporganics@bigpond.com
www.growuporganics.com.au

PO Box 550
Mount Gambier
South Australia 5290

Telephone: (08) 8725 0411
Facsimile: (08) 8725 8784

Mobile: 0409 091 678
Email: myora@myora.com.au

MANAGING DIRECTOR
JEFF BRAUN

ABN 78 008 025 563

“Breeders of quality stock”

MYORA FARM

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmont.360@bigpond.com

website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408

Nathan LISTER - 0499 171 010

Darryl MEANEY - 0419 594 922

Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889

Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554

Mark OLLEY - 0437 076 615 

BIOMIN Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139
email: office.australia@biomin.net

www.biomin.net

HOLYOAKE
Veterinary Consulting

Dr. Trish Holyoake
BVSc (Hons.) PhD CMAVA ANZCVS

196 Mannes Lane 
Strathfieldsaye VIC 3551
F: 03 5439 3474
E: trishpigvet@icloud.com

0427 302 754

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alex Turney

Managing Director - Australia and New Zealand

M: +61. (0)419 005 511 
E: aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemand.com

VAUCLUSE & APS
117 Chapman Rd, Inglewood, SA 5133

David Reu
MOBILE: 0427 791 734
EMAIL: davidreu@vaucluse-aps.com.au 

Gabby Brooke 
MOBILE: 0419 695 126
EMAIL: gabby@vaucluse-aps.com.au 

PH: 08 8380 5672  FAX: 08 8380 5176
www.vaucluse-aps.com.au
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I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N S

Rick Carter, PhD
Technical Services Manager – Pacific

mob: 0412 888 485
mrick.carter@kemin.com

S™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
8 Roseworthy Rd
Roseworthy, SA 5371
Tel: 08 7123 2623 
alltechaustralia@alltech.com 

A
llt

ec
h.

co
m

   
   

 A
llt

ec
hA

P 
   

   
@

A
llt

ec
hA

P

Matt Henry
Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.commatthew.henry@kemin.com

I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N SS
™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

David Sherwood 
B.AppSc.(Agriculture)
Sales Manager

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

MOBILE:  0487 777 089
ORDERS
TEL: 1300 791 009 
FAX:1300 798 005
david@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Fiona Selleck 
Business Manager - Pig and Dairy

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

MOBILE:  0428 247 272

ORDERS

TEL: 1300 791 009 
FAX:1300 798 005

www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Christian Pyke
Managing Director

M: 0428 233 200
E: info@cpyke.com.au 
PO Box 3350
Port Lincoln South Australia 5606

www.cpyke.com.au

Australian Agent / Distributor for:

Supplier of 
 high performance 

ingredients for
aquatic and 

animal nutrition

Shane Nicholson (Qld)   

 Lienert Australia Head Office: 8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, SA, Australia
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Linda Scotts (NSW)            

Tel: 0427 200 262

Michael Pritchard MTB
Biosecurity   
Tel: 0407 764 850Tel: 0428 972 599

Matt Lahm (Vic)                     
Tel: 0437 056 369

Vin Modra (SA)                        
Tel: 0407 723 679

Regional Sales Representatives

1800 649 231 (For sales orders)

2/67 Colebard St West, Acacia Ridge Queensland 4100

Freecall: 1800 500 223
Phone: 07 3274 6372  Mobile: 0412 934 892  Fax: 07 3274 2372

Email: luigi@farmmark.com.au  Skype: Lugga8

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry  
with tarpaulin  

overs  
 

overs

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 858 626  
Email: info@polytex.net.au    
www.polytex.net.au

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia

NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5443 3829

Swine Veterinary Consultants

• Health, Production and QA Services

• Disease Eradication and   
 Repopulations

• Servicing all areas of Australia 

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

Amanda Vardanega 
National Key Account Manager 
Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre, 
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card Here’s my Card

Peter Nicholson 
Business Manager

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

MOBILE:  0447 444 674

ORDERS

TEL: 1300 791 009 
FAX:1300 798 005
peter@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

www.porknews.com.au

Ben Collins BBus DipMgt
Advertising & Marketing Manager

P: 07 3286 1833   F: 07 3821 2637   M: 0439 708 602
E: ben@porknews.com.au  PO Box 387, Cleveland QLD 4163

Fred Schwenke
Business Unit Director Intensive
Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T 02 8876 0378 
F 02 8876 0444  E  Fred.Schwenke@zoetis.com
M 0417 844 231 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Dr Timothy Ahern B. Sc. (Hons) B.V.Sc. (Hons) Dip.Reprod.Sci

National Pig Business Manager
Intensive – Monogastric
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0418 124 664 E  Timothy.Ahern@zoetis.com
F 02 8876 0444 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Tom Cowper
National Account Manager - Intensive

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138

PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128

M 0418 246 675 E  tom.cowper@zoetis.com

F 02 8876 0444 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Bruce Hunt
Professional Sales Representative - Intensive Livestock
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0438 352 443 E  bruce.hunt@zoetis.com
F 02 8876 0444 W  www.zoetis.com.au

Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

Lethbridge, Victoria

Freecall: 1800 647744

Facsimile: (03) 5281 7547

Mobile: 0408 855 875

Email: bridget@porkstorks.com.au

Glencoe, Queensland

Phone: (07) 4699 3011

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055

Mobile: 0400 672 418

Email: glencoe@porkstorks.com.au

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293
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1300 884 593
Customer Servicewww.becfeedsolutions.com.au

Dr. David Isaac
DVM MRCVS 

ANIMAL HEALTH, INNOVATION 
& RESEARCH MANAGER

MOB +61(0) 400 603 483
PH +617 3723 9844   FAX +617 3271 3080  

d.isaac@becfeedsolutions.com.au
50 & 66 Antimony Street 
Carole Park Qld 4300

PO BOX 475, Goodna Qld 4300

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES

Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

Phone: 07 4634 2166

 Piggery blinds
 Replacement covers
 Dam liners
 Custom made to your specifications

Email: ddt@ddt.com.au

33 Industrial Ave, Toowoomba QLD 4350

www.ddt.com.au

Leon Hall
MBA, B.Sc.(Agric.) (Hons.) Anim. Sci.

Industry Manager, Animal Nutrition
Australia & New Zealand

BASF Australia Ltd.
Level 12

28 Freshwater Place
Southbank VIC 3006

Mobile +61 457 104 105
Fax +61 3 8855 6511

leon.hall@basf.com
www.animal-nutrition.basf.com

Nigel Young
TECHNICAL & SERVICE MANAGER

CEFN Genetics Pty Ltd
54 King St, Clifton, QLD 4361
Phone : 07 4697 3344
Fax : 07 4697 3532
Web : www.cefn.com.au
Email : nigel@cefn.com.au
Mobile : 0477 477 537

Breeding a Better Future

porknews.com.au • ben@porknews.com.au

Advertise your 
business card here
call 07 3286 1833

erree
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eeeeee

Alan Smith
B. Ag Sci.

Managing Director

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
P.O. Box 1 Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale Mobile: +61 414 432 790
Victoria 3351 asmith@minitube.com.au
Australia www.minitube.com.au

Elanco Animal Health

Dr. Avril Grieve BAgSc, BArts, PhD 

A Division of Eli Lilly Australia Pty Limited

112 Wharf Road
West Ryde NSW 2114
Mobile: 0418 115 314
Fax: 02 9878 7720
Toll Free: 1800 226 324
Customer Service: 02 9325 4570
E-mail: grieve_avril@elanco.com
www.elanco.com.au

National Swine
Senior Territory Manager

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Laboratory ServicesACE
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

PH  : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

For further information, call us today

Wendy Laycock
P: 03 9695 4116
M: 0417 272 885

Warren Kehl
P: 03 9695 4105
M: 0477 555 008

Importers of pure tuna fishmeal
“Supplying a high-quality protein fishmeal” 

Craig Mostyn & Co Pty Ltd
Stephen Cooke
P: 03 9695 4103
M: 0419 348 492

CM Aqua in your pig feed — you just can’t do better 

AVAILABLE
AUSTRALIA

WIDE

25kg bags and 1mt bulka bags

STOCKYARD Indus-
tries has recently be-
come a distributor for 
MUSKIL Dual Active 
Rodenticide. 

MUSKIL combines two 
active ingredients, difena-
coum and bromadiolone to-
gether with a unique fluoro 
NP technology to reduce 
the ‘fear of new things’ 
so rodents will feed more 
quickly on MUSKIL. 

MUSKIL is very visible 
to rats and mice because it 
is illuminated in the dark 
and is picked up in their 
sight spectrum much bet-
ter than baits with regular 
dyes.

Therefore the bait is 
more quickly accepted.

MUSKIL is the first-ev-
er dual-active rodenticide. 

This patented technol-
ogy combines two active 
ingredients to deliver a 
rapid speed of kill that is 
second to no other bait.

Incorporating FLUO-
NP Technology, MUSKIL 
greatly decreases the nor-
mal neophobia shown by 
rodents to ensure rats and 
mice feed more quickly.

Optimised for rodents’ 
sense of sight, smell and 
taste, the aromatic feeding 
attractants in MUSKIL 
mean rodents are lured to 
the very desirable, high-
ly palatable food source 
where the bright red 
fluorescence of FLUO-
NP Technology delivers 
visual appeal.

The use of a fluores-
cent bait provides further 

benefits for use in sensi-
tive areas because it offers 
the opportunity to better 
check bait feeding, bait 
carriage/spillage, rodent 
tracks and movements 
as well as recover eaten/
carried blocks and check 
for rodent entry points or 
harbourages due to the ro-
dent droppings lighting up 
under a black light.

One of the most remark-
able attributes of MUSKIL 
is that while able to kill 
rodents very quickly, it also 
displays a lower toxicology 
profile against non-target 
animals, including fam-
ily pets, when compared 
to most other rodenticide 
baits.  

The formulation of 
Protect-us MUSKIL has 
been specifically tailored 
for Australian conditions, 
achieving improved pal-
atability for local rodent 
species.

Even the shape of the 15g 
block is attractive to ro-
dents because it provides 
numerous edges that satisfy 
rodents’ desire to gnaw.

MUSKIL is now avail-
able through Stockyard 
Industries in 3kg and 8kg 
buckets. 

Bait stations are also 
available.

www.stockyardindus 
tries.com 

MUSKIL Dual Active Rodenticide
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FILIPINO PIGGERY TECHNICIANS AVAILABLE!
WWe have assisted Australian employers overcome their 

problem with skill shortages 

� Highly skilled workers with a wealth of 
experience in the pork industry

� Committed workers for life
� We will handle recruitment & 

immigration processes
� We will save you the hassle of finding 

highly qualified, efficient employees

Global Skilled Employment Services
is a recruitment company 

specialising in the placement of 
overseas skilled workers. We 

currently have a pool of skilled 
personnel who have completed 

tertiary qualifications from 
Australian accredited agricultural 

colleges from the Philippines. 

Contact us for more information:
E: info@gsemployment.com.au
Ph: (03) 9548 – 3628
M: 0432 452 535 or 0418 177 951

THERE was a sharp 
growth in Brazilian 
pork exports in the first 
quarter of 2016, of over 
80 percent year on year, 
to just under 140,000 
tonnes.

Trade with its tradi-
tional markets of Russia 
and Hong Kong moved up 
sharply, rising by about 
two-thirds. 

Brazil’s export diversi-
fication strategy is now 
paying off as China has 
emerged as its third-larg-
est market in very quick 
time, with shipments neg-
ligible just a year before.

By March, shipments 
had reached 6400 tonnes 
to account for 11 percent 
of total Brazilian trade, 
up from just 1600 tonnes 
in January. 

This has given in-
creased access to the 
Chinese market as more 
Brazilian plants obtain 
approval. 

Even shipments to Sin-
gapore and Angola were 
also well up in the first 
quarter.

Brazilian pork is very 
competitive, with the av-
erage export price down 

by as much as 32 percent 
in US dollar terms in the 
first quarter of 2016 com-
pared with a year earlier. 

This represents a much 
larger price fall than for 
other major exporters such 
as the European Union and 
the US, though their data is 
not so up to date.

This was helped by the 
marked fall in the value 
of the Brazilian currency, 
as in Brazilian reals the 
average export price was 
only 8 percent lower. 

The sharp increase in 
volume shipments meant 
the value of exports in 
real increased by two-
thirds.

The increase in volume 
exports has helped to pro-
vide some support to Bra-
zilian producers because 
production was higher 
year on year. 

Meanwhile, domestic 
demand has been reduced 
by the poor economic 
situation, with reduced 
consumer spending and 
intense heat in much of 
the country. 

Pig meat consumption 
in Brazil is more focused 
during the winter months. 

New market opportunities 
for Brazilian pork in China

COMPARED with 
the same period last 
year, Chinese pork 
imports more than 
doubled in March 
2016 to a record 
114,700 tonnes, ac-
cording to the latest 
figures from China 
Customs.

The growth in pork 
imports to China was 
exceptional in 2015 
and shows no signs 
of slowing during the 
first half of 2016. 

The high pork price 
in China is attracting 
more imports because 
the domestic industry 
is unable to fully capi-
talise on this positive 
price movement.

Restriction to capital 
is inhibiting smaller 
producers from ex-
panding their herds. 

Increasing environ-
mental legislation is 
also hampering ex-
pansion among larger 
producers as they are 
moved away from 
coastal areas, where 
land prices are at a 
premium, and popula-

tion centres.
Imports from the EU 

are continuing to in-
crease; up 93 percent 
in quarter one 2016 
versus the same period 
a year earlier. 

All major EU pro-
ducers, with Germany 
and Spain dominating 
the market, have con-
tributed to this growth.

Imports from non-
EU countries have 
also increased sharply 
in the first quarter of 
2016 compared with 
the same period a year 
earlier. 

Sixteen processing 
plants in the US have 
now been accredited 
by the Chinese as 
part of their ractopa-
mine-free adherence 
scheme, which frees 
up a greater volume of 
pork for export. 

The depreciation of 
the Canadian dollar 
has assisted Canadian 
export volumes in tre-
bling year on year to 
28,300 tonnes in the 
period from January to 
March 2016. 

Chinese pork imports 
continue to boom

Brazilian pork exports, January-March

2014 2015 2016

000 tonnes

Total frs/frz 92.6 76.4 139.7

Russia 33.9 33.7 58.3

Hong Kong 18.5 17.6 28.7

China 0.3 0.1 10.9

Singapore 7.8 5.4 10

Angola 9.5 3.6 6.1

Uruguay 4.3 4.3 5.7

Source: SECEX - Foreign Trade Secretariat, GTIS
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WAPPA Pig Day Out 2016

Murdoch University Pork CRC PhD candidate 
Diana Turpin chaired the opening session at 
WAPPA Pig Day Out and later spoke on her 
intermittent suckling project.

Emalyn Loudon, Dr Rob Wilson, Jan Cooper and Dr Jo Pluske.

Kim Nairn with transporters at the Pig Day Out. Photo: Brendon Cant

Pork producer John Bunn of Albany made a 
point to WAPPA treasurer Torben Soerensen 
of GD Pork.

Dr Jae Kim, DAFWA and Dr Roger Campbell, 
Pork CRC, chatted prior to addressing WAPPA 
Pig Day Out 2016.

Jan Testerink, York pork producer, caught up 
with WAPPA CEO Jan Cooper.

Neil Ferguson, Westpork; Steve Martin, Wannamal; and Richard Evison, Westpork enjoyed the 
day.

Taya Clarke of Westpork chaired the afternoon 
session.

Dr Kim Nairn of Portec Veterinary Services with Murdoch University Veterinary School students.

Pork CRC PhD candidate at Murdoch 
University Jeremy Ayre spoke at WAPPA Pig 
Day Out 2016.

WAPPA president Dawson Bradford of 
Popanyinning opened WAPPA Pig Day Out 
2016.

Pork CRC Honours student at Murdoch 
University Ingunn Stensland addressed the 
Pig Day Out attendees.

WAPPA executives Emalyn Loudon, Dean Romaniello, Torben Soerenson, Graeme Dent, Dawson 
Bradford and Jan Cooper.
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http://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com.au/
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