
AS mentioned in April’s 
article, the research team 
has continued to focus 
on finding ways to re-
duce production costs, 
keep our farms safe and 
improve our licence to 
operate.

In a time where it’s dif-
ficult to get any news not 
related to COVID-19, we 
thought we’d put together 
an update on a few things 
the Research and Innova-
tion team has been work-
ing to deliver.
Accelerating herd health 
improvement – Lechelle 
van Breda

Autogenous vaccines are 
vaccines made from bac-
teria taken from sick or 
deceased pigs at a specific 
farm. 

Most of you probably 
use them to protect against 
farm-specific strains of 
APP, E. coli and strepto-
coccus suis among other 
things, and in addition to 
keeping our pigs healthy, 
they will also be essential 
in the long term in reduc-
ing reliance on antimicro-
bials on-farm.

Australian Pork Limited 
was successful in getting 
a grant from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Water 
and the Environment in re-
sponse to an industry-iden-

tified desire to improve the 
timeliness of autogenous 
vaccine permitting.

Autogenous vaccines 
require registration and a 
permit from the Australian 
Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority be-
fore they can be used. 

It can take over 12 
months for approval. 

As such, there are prob-
ably financial and welfare 
costs associated with pre-
ventable diseases because 
of slow vaccine approvals. 

This is an unnecessary 
burden on an industry 
already challenged with 
maintaining farm profit-
ability.

APL consulted with pro-
ducers, autogenous vac-
cine manufacturers and 
APVMA to contribute to 
significant improvements, 
streamlining the approval 
process. 

In turn, this is expected 
to lead to quicker access 
to autogenous vaccines, 
which will aid Austral-
ian pig farmers in raising 
healthy pigs.
Increasing revenue 
through abattoir feed-
back – Vaibhav Gole

It has been estimated 
the accumulated cost and 
loss due to full or partial 
condemnation of pig car-
casses denies the industry 
of $10.33 million annually. 

Veterinarians suggest up 
to $5.7 million of this could 
be prevented through the 
introduction of real-time 
feedback from processors 
to producers. 

An APL project is cur-
rently under way run-
ning pilot trials using a 
standardised list of animal 
carcass, viscera and offal 
health conditions in con-

by PETER HAYDON
Research and Innovation 

General Manager

Business improvement 
opportunities from APL

RECENT weeks have 
tested the strength and 
agility of Australia’s 
pork producers and 
our markets in un-
precedented ways.

For our industry, the 
significant social and 
economic disruption 
caused by COVID-19 
will have long-lasting 
impacts, of which 
many will be difficult 
to predict. 

For now, our supply 
chains are adapting to 
the loss of foodservice 
sales, which normally 
absorb about a quarter 
of all Australian pork, 
particularly popular 
restaurant cuts like ribs 
and bellies.

An additional chal-
lenge has been navi-
gating freight difficul-
ties for exports, which 
usually accounts for 10 
percent of our produc-
tion. 

Australian Pork Lim-
ited, exporters, govern-
ment and importing 
countries have worked 
together to ensure 
flights have been se-
cured for chilled con-
signments to Singapore 
and new markets such 
as Hong Kong and Vi-
etnam, helping to meet 
strong import demand 
and offsetting local 
surplus in Australia. 

However, indications 
are that imports have 
levelled off.

The two-paced im-
pact of COVID-19 has 
seen fresh pork retail 
sales grow by 26.8 
percent in volume and 
35.7 percent in value 
compared to 12 months 
ago. 

Indeed, overall gro-
cery sales in March 
surged and were 18 
percent higher than 

Christmas 2019.
Driving the increase 

has been demand for 
cook-at-home meals 
like pork roast, pork 
mince, ribs and rashers. 

An initial spike 
in sales as consum-
ers raided retail shelf 
space for meat to freeze 
has normalised, and a 
key focus of Australian 
Pork Limited’s market-
ing response has been 
providing accessible 
information to assist 
consumers who have 
been preparing pork 
meals at home.

Nonetheless and 
somewhat inevitably 
domestic wholesale in-
ventories have mount-
ed in recent weeks and 
overall carcass values 
have fallen. 

This is undermining 
producer confidence 
and creating uncertain-
ty for individuals and 
families whose liveli-
hoods depend on a 
profitable pig industry.

APL will continue 
to support all supply 
chain stakeholders to 
find innovative ways 
to market and promote 
Australian pork during 
this volatile period. 

With this in mind, 
I want to thank eve-
ryone participating in 
the Hospo4Hospo ini-
tiative – an ongoing 

partnership between 
the pork industry and 
a number of restaurants 
– which has served up 
more than 1000 free 
meals to hospitality 
staff unemployed due 
to foodservice closures. 

While all our retail 
and foodservice out-
lets are important, I am 
particularly proud of 
the role we’ve played 
in supporting butchers 
through the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

These predominantly 
small family owned in-
dependent businesses 
have remained open for 
trade and not surpris-
ingly have increased 
their market share in 
recent weeks.

From the outset in-
dustry ensured Aus-
tralian butchers were 
deemed essential ser-
vices, in contrast to 
New Zealand where 
butchers were forced to 
close. 

This not only reduced 
competition and con-
sumer choice, it played 
havoc with pork pro-
duction systems and 
supply chains geared 
specifically to service 
the butcher trade.

Though even the seri-
ous disruptions in NZ 
seem relatively minor 
compared to the prob-
lems faced in North 

America, where pro-
ducers are grappling to 
manage the turn-off of 
large volumes of prime 
pigs because major US 
processors have closed 
due to COVID-19 in-
fections.

I’m pleased to say our 
producers in Australia 
have stayed focused on 
supplying consistent 
volumes of high-quali-
ty locally grown pork, 
which has continued to 
add so much economic 
value to our national 
economy at this crucial 
time. 

A versatile and af-
fordable meat, Austral-
ian pork is favourably 
placed to emerge in the 
post-COVID-19 world 
in a stronger position, 
both in domestic and 
export marketplaces.

Though this will de-
pend on how quickly 
impacted supply chain 
businesses are able to 
resume normal trading 
operations and over-
come the legacy of the 
extended shut-down 
period.

Government support 
for businesses in the 
form of payroll tax re-
lief and JobKeeper re-
bates will prove crucial 
to helping this recov-
ery. 

Reports that several 
foodservice businesses 
are reinstating staff and 
have chosen to use the 
time for training, main-
tenance and renovation 
conveys genuine opti-
mism about the future. 

Producers and related 
businesses in need of 
assistance with infor-
mation related to COV-
ID-19 can contact APL 
directly or visit agri 
culture.gov.au/corona 
virus/industry 

Stockyard Industries
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07 4697 3344
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Stockyard industries are here to help pork  

producers remain fully operational and safe during  

the COVID-19 outbreak by

• Providing primary technical assistance remotely

•  Keeping our warehouses in Clifton, QLD and Bendigo  

VIC open for business
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THE oxidation process 
is complex and generally 
not well understood and 
often overlooked in the 
routine activities of for-
mulating diets and feed-
ing pigs. 

The steps and stages 
of oxidation are well de-
scribed (such as in Figure 

1), but the chemistry is 
complicated and includes 
terms like ‘free radicals’ 
and ‘reactive oxygen spe-
cies’ that add to the mys-
tery of oxidation.  

Confusion continues 
when the word ‘peroxida-
tion’ is sometimes used in 
place of oxidation – per-
oxidation being the oxida-
tion of fats and oils, that 
is, lipids. 

The chemical pathways 
aren’t very helpful when 
trying to relate (per-)oxi-
dation to the practicalities 
of formulating and feed-
ing diets containing fats 
and oils.  

Fortunately, we can test 
fats and oils for oxida-
tion indicators to create 
indicative standards, such 
as peroxide value, thio-
barbituric acid reactive 
substances – but which 
measurement(s) relates to 
pig growth performance?  

Additional tests can be 
used to help predict the 
oxidative stability of fats 
and oils and protein meals 
containing residual fat/oil, 
including an oxygen bomb 
test and oxygen stability 
index test.

Oxidation is a normal 
process occurring both in 
the body and in fats, oils, 
protein meals and other 
ingredients fed to pigs.  

Oxidative ‘stress’ can 
arise when an imbalance 
between free radicals (re-
active oxygen atoms) and 
antioxidants (antioxidants 
pair up with free radicals 
making them less reac-
tive) occurs.  

The body has its own 
antioxidant system and in-
creased awareness of non-
infectious diseases related 
to oxidative stress has led 
to people consciously con-
suming foods and supple-
ments that contain anti-
oxidants.  

Similarly, antioxidants 
can be added to pig di-
ets including into fats and 
oils, protein meals and 
vitamin/mineral premixes 
to insure against oxidative 
degradation.

Apart from ever-present 
oxygen, factors that can 
promote oxidation include 
temperature increases and 
the presence of metal ions 
(such as copper, iron and 
manganese).  

The presence of water 
in fats and oils leads to 
another process called 
hydrolysis, resulting in 
increased production of 
free fatty acids, which in-
creases the susceptibility 
to oxidation. 

So while the initial 
oxidative status of feed 
ingredients is important, 
also of critical importance 
are the climatic conditions 
during storage (season), 
storage location (indoors/
outdoors), storage condi-
tions (tank hygiene) and 
the duration of storage of 
the feed ingredients used 
in diets as well as the 
final feed containing the 
oxidisable ingredients.
Pig’s response to oxi-
dised fats and oils

Table 1 summarises the 
changes in growth rate, 
feed intake and feed 
conversion ratio in pigs 
when fed oxidised fats/
oils compared with non-

oxidised fats/oils (Hung 
et. al., 2017)

Based on the oxidation 
measurements recorded in 
the studies, Hung et. al. 
identified that the TBARS 
content of the diet was 
the best oxidative meas-
ure that correlated with 
growth rate.

TBARS measures sec-
ondary oxidation com-
pounds (such as malon-
dialdehyde) resulting from 
the decomposition of per-
oxides.

There was a linear 
(straight line) decrease in 
growth rate as the TBARS 
content of the diet in-
creased.

Feeding oxidised fats/
oils may reduce the anti-
oxidant status of the pig 
and contribute to oxida-
tive stress (Shurson et. al., 
2018).  

This was recently con-
firmed by Chang et. al. 
(2019) in an experiment 
with 2200 weaned pigs 
(averaging 5.95kg) housed 
in 100 pens and fed diets 
for 43 days with varying 
ratios of non-oxidised 
corn oil and oxidised corn 
oil to create five levels 
of diet peroxidation: no 
peroxidation, low, medi-
um-low, medium-high and 
high.  

The results showed:
• There was a linear in-

crease in FCR with in-
creasing peroxidation;

• The number of pigs re-
moved for medical treat-
ment, total number medi-
cally treated, pigs culled 
for low-end weight and 
mortality, all increased 
with increasing peroxida-
tion;

• There was a linear de-
crease in the number of 
full value pigs with in-
creasing peroxidation;

• There was a linear 
decrease in the total pen 
gain with increasing per-
oxidation (weight of vi-
able pigs that remained in 
the pens at the end of the 
trial minus the weight of 
pigs placed at the start of 
the trial); and

• There was a linear de-
crease in the total antioxi-
dant capacity of the pigs 
with increasing peroxida-
tion.

The negative impact of 
oxidised oil in this experi-
ment was primarily meas-
ured as increased mortal-

ity, increased number of 
pigs requiring medical 
treatment and the number 
of culled pigs.  

Boyd et. al. (2019) con-
sidered younger pigs as 
particularly susceptible to 
the negative impacts of 
peroxide stress including 
oxidative-induced disrup-
tion to the intestinal wall.
Actions

Actions needed to help 
prevent the negative im-
pacts of feeding oxidised 
feed ingredients include:

1. Know the oxidative 
status of fats and oils at 
the time of purchase;

2. Manage these pur-
chased ingredients appro-
priately, including

• tanks used to store fats/
oils should be properly 
cleaned at least four times 
per year,

• where tanks are out-
side, locate them in the 
coolest location,

• endeavour to turnover 
inventory regularly;

3. Have a suitable an-
tioxidant included at an 
appropriate level by the 
producer of the fats/oils or 
add the antioxidant to the 
fats/oils on arrival at the 
feed mill (large or small); 
and

4. Advice from a con-
sulting pig veterinarian 
(Dr Peter McKenzie 2019, 
pers. comm.) is not to use 
peroxidised fats/oils and 
suggests the use of antiox-
idant-treated canola oil in 
lactating sow and weaner 
diets to help achieve more 
consistent and stable re-
productive performance 
and progeny growth rate. 
Dr McKenzie advises this 
is an important compo-
nent of a broader ‘health 
by management’ program 
because peroxide-induced 
poor growth rate often re-
sults in the use of antibiot-
ics (which do not address 
oxidative damage).
Insure against oxida-
tion/peroxidation with 
an antioxidant

Including a liquid anti-
oxidant into fats and oils 
is inexpensive insurance 
against the invisible but 
potentially damaging ef-
fects of oxidation.  

Antioxidants slow the 
progress of oxidation and 
are sacrificed in the pro-
cess.  

Relative risk ratings can 
be ascribed to varying 

conditions with antioxi-
dant dose rates adjusted 
accordingly (Table 2). 

These ratings assume 
high-quality feed ingre-
dients of low oxidative 
status on arrival at the 
feed mill.  

To help ensure this, and 
to protect oxidative stabil-
ity during storage, treat 
fats/oils with a suitable 
antioxidant at a level ap-
propriate to the conditions 
and duration of storage.  

While this is best done 
at the time of production 
of the fats/oils, it can be 
done on arrival at the feed 
mill.

Examples of preserving 
the oxidative stability of 
fats and oils with properly 
formulated antioxidants 
are shown in figures 2 
(tallow), 3 (poultry oil), 
4 (fish oil) and 5 (meat 
meal).  

The oxygen bomb test 
was used in these exam-
ples as an accelerated 
stress test.

Comparing tallow, poul-
try oil and fish oil, the 
oxygen absorption val-
ues for the control sam-
ples after 24 hours were 
201mg, 315mg and 450mg 
respectively, indicating 
the increasing sensitivity 
of these lipid sources to 
oxidation.  

The inclusion of 500g/
tonne of a liquid antioxi-
dant prevented the loss 
of oxidative stability in 
all three of these fat/oil 
sources. 

The inclusion of 250g 
of a liquid antioxidant 
ensured stability of meat 
meal, which typically 
contains 10-12 percent fat 
(Figure 5).
Summary

Oxidised/oxidising fats 
and oils have negative im-
pacts on young pigs;

• Knowledge of the oxi-
dative status of fats and 
oils is useful;

• Storage conditions and 
storage duration are rel-
evant to the ongoing qual-
ity of fats and oils; and

• Insurance against oxi-
dative degradation of fats 
and oils by including a 
suitable liquid antioxidant 
at an appropriate level is 
recommended. 
Rick Carter
Kemin Industries Tech-
nical Services Manager

Oxidative status of fats and oils is important to pigs

Figure 1: Oxidation pathway (simplified).

Figure 2: Oxygen absorption over time for an untreated tallow sample and a sam-
ple from the same source with a liquid antioxidant.

Figure 3: Oxygen absorption over time for an untreated poultry oil sample and a 
sample from the same source treated with a liquid antioxidant.

Figure 4: Oxygen absorption over time for an untreated fish oil sample and a sam-
ple from the same source treated with a liquid antioxidant.

Figure 5: Oxygen absorption over time for an untreated meat meal sample and a 
sample from the same source treated with a liquid antioxidant.

% Recordings with 
negative responses

Ave. %  
response

Range of %  
responses

ADG 78 -9 -35 to +5

ADFI 74 -6 -23 to +10

FCR 61 -3 -16 to +6

Risk factor Feed ingredients Finished feed

1. Quicker inventory turnover 

a) cool, dry conditions L L

b) warm, hot conditions M M-L1

c) mainly saturated fat L L

d) higher unsaturated fat level M M-L1

e) ‘typical’ fat content L L

f) high fat content M M-L1

2. Slower inventory turnover

a) cool, dry conditions M M-L1

b) warm, hot conditions H H-M1

c) mainly saturated fat M M-L1

d) higher unsaturated fat level H H-M1

e) ‘typical’ fat content M M-L1

f) high fat content H H-M1

Table 1: Summarised changes (%) due to oxidised fats/oils, calculated from 23 
recordings from eight studies; ADG, average daily gain; ADFI, average daily feed 
intake; FCR, feed conversion ratio.

Table 2: Oxidation relative risk rating for feed ingredients and finished feed
(H=high risk, M=medium risk, L=low risk). 1, lower risk rating when fat/oil/protein 
meal has been protected with an antioxidant.



Australian Pork Newspaper, May 2020 – Page 3www.porknews.com.au

Contact AGCO Grain & Protein for all your Hired-Hand needs. We have a huge range of heater spare 
parts with stock currently available in Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth.

Hired-Hand heaters have been the trusted market leader in climate control systems for pork operations over 
many farming generations, where they have been a part of the AGCO Grain & Protein stable for almost 10 years. 
You can rest assured that in these uncertain times we will remain open for business and that any parts ordered 
will be of the highest quality being backed by both the Hired-Hand and AGCO names. 

This Winter warm to some prompt and professional service from AGCO Grain & Protein. Let us help you with all 
your pork infrastructure needs.

NEED HEATERS OR PARTS? 
WE WON’T LEAVE YOU 
OUT IN THE COLD

CONTACT PETER LUTTERSCHMIDT AT AGCO GRAIN & PROTEIN 
FOR ALL YOUR PORK HEATER NEEDS. 

AGCO Grain & Protein 
615-645 Somerville Road 

Sunshine West, VIC, Australia 3020 

Peter: 0429 653 315  
peter.lutterschmidt@agcocorp.com 

agcograinandprotein.com.au

www.agcograinandprotein.com.au
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all backed by unsurpassed 

professionalism, experience  

and track record.

Contact Brendon Cant 

M  0417 930 536   E  brendon@iinet.net.au

A quiet but high achiever, Dr Conny Turni was well supported and highly regarded 
by Pork CRC back in the day. More recently APL has assisted in her ongoing out-
standing porcine respiratory research.

Breathtaking research led by a quiet achiever
QUEENSLAND re-
searchers have discov-
ered that a previously 
unrecognised bacte-
rium is responsible for 
signs of lung disease 
found in pig carcasses, 
rather than a similar 
internationally recog-
nised infection the ani-
mals had been vacci-
nated against.

Having solved the 
disease mystery, the 
research team at the 
Queensland Alliance for 
Agriculture and Food In-
novation is now working 
to develop on-farm tests 
and treatments for the 
new infection.

Several years ago it 
was noticed that lesions, 
abscesses and pleurisy 
found in the lungs of 
pigs at abattoirs looked 
very similar to those as-
sociated with a known 
serious pig respiratory 
disease – porcine pleuro-
pneumonia. 

This is caused by the 
bacterium actinobacil-
lus pleuropneumoniae, 
which was assumed to 
be the culprit despite 
the fact the animals had 
been fully vaccinated.

Porcine pleuropneumo-
nia is a major economic 
disease that causes ani-
mals to lose weight at a 
critical growth stage. 

Previous research has 
shown animal average 
daily gain can drop by 
up to 20 percent until 
halted by treatment, with 
the animal requiring 20 
or so days to recover. 

This leads to a consid-
erable increase in pro-
duction costs.

If a producer decided to 
sell the animals under-
weight, the losses could 
be as high as $A60 per 
pig.

With Australian Pork 
Limited support QAAFI 
researchers discovered 
one new species and a 
potential new species of 
lung-infecting bacteria, 
which put to rest con-
cerns that current vac-
cines weren’t working.

University of Queens-
land project leader Dr 
Conny Turni said when 
the unexplained signs of 
disease were found, it 
was in the same growth 
period in which porcine 
pleuropneumonia caused 
by actinobacillus pleuro-
pneumoniae occurs.

However, the pigs are 
vaccinated for this, so 

there could only be two 
possibilities – either the 
vaccines weren’t work-
ing or there was another 
pathogen at work caus-
ing a similar disease and 
in some way interfering 
with the efficacy of the 
vaccines.

“We had been stor-
ing isolates from some 
diseased pigs but hadn’t 
been able to identify 
them until a couple of 
years ago when we had 
two masters students 
work on them, and they 
determined that a num-
ber of these isolates rep-
resented a new bacterial 
species,” Dr Turni said.

However, the research-
ers couldn’t continue the 
formal process of de-
scribing and naming the 
new species because the 
discovery occurred at the 
same time that the clos-
est known relative to the 
new organism haemophi-
lus parasuis was being 
renamed glaesserella by 
US researchers. 

Once the new genus 
was formally recognised 
in 2019, the QAAFI 
researchers could an-
nounce glaesserella aus-
tralis as a new species.

According to Dr Turni, 
g. australis is associated 
with two disease sce-
narios. 

One is where there are 
no apparent clinical signs 
of disease on-farm, but at 
the abattoir the carcass 
has lesions and abscesses 
in the lungs that are very 
similar to those caused 
by actinobacillus pleuro-
pneumoniae.

In the other scenario, g. 

australis causes clinical 
signs in pigs on-farm at 
12 to 20 weeks of age, 
with some cases being 
fatal.

Continuing research 
into g. australis has led 
to a diagnostic assay 
being validated, which 
is testing 26 g. austra-
lis isolates, 15 reference 
strains and one field iso-
late of a. pleuropneumo-
niae, 16 reference strains 
for another bacterium 
pasteurella multocida 
that causes respiratory 
disease, and another 47 
strains and field isolates 
representing 12 genera 
and 26 species of similar 
bacteria.

To determine the prev-
alence of g. australis, 
the researchers sampled 
lungs with lesions, ab-
scesses and pleurisy 
from 23 farms in NSW, 
43 in Queensland, one in 
South Australia and 27 
in Victoria. 

This data is still being 
analysed.

For future on-farm 
diagnosis, the QAAFI 
team is investigating the 
potential for nasal and 
tonsil swabbing to see if 
this will detect the bacte-
rium in live pigs, which 
would simplify control 
and management of the 
disease.

The project is also ex-
amining methods to de-
termine the antimicro-
bial sensitivity profile 
of g. australis isolates to 
help the industry develop 
targeted, effective treat-
ment programs. 

Cant Comment  
by  

BRENDON CANT

https://www.kemin.com/na/en-us/home
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Delivering superior
performance in all situations
    The Seclira range is powered by the unique active 

ingredient dinotefuran poviding rapid knockdown of 
target pests

    Seclira WSG is broad spectrum insecticide providing 
a unique mode of action for fly and mosquito control 
for external agricultural buildings

    Seclira Pressurised Fly Bait’s convenient and easy 
to apply formulation is suitable for use in animal 
housing facilities

For more information on  
the Seclira range, visit  
crop-solutions.basf.com.au 
or contact your local CCD 
Representative on 1300 791 009

@basfpestcontrolau

IN Denmark we are now 
in the initial stages of 
the gradual reopening 
process. 

The majority of soci-
ety remains closed, with 
younger children return-
ing to childcare/schools 
part-time and some other 
‘essential’ services reo-
pening in the week of 
writing (namely hair-
dressers and tattoo artists 
– though I am unsure how 
exactly these are consid-
ered essential!). 

Up until this point, only 
grocery stores and phar-
macies had been allowed 
to trade in person. 

As of next week, some 
other stores will be al-
lowed to begin trade once 
more. 

Additionally, as of this 
week staff at Danish ‘non-
essential’ offices can be-
gin to return to work at 
50 percent capacity until 
the planned 100 percent 
return on May 11. 

Pig prices have slipped 
a little in the past few 
weeks but are holding at a 
respectable level, with the 
Danish Crown reporting 
prices for slaughter pigs of 
12.90 DKK per kilogram 
for week 18 ($A2.93). 

Thirty kilogram weaner 
export continues to re-
main and operate as nor-
mal. 

Thankfully we have seen 
no shut-downs of process-
ing plants such as that of 
Smithfield in the US due 
to mass COVID-19 infec-
tions of staff. 

However, the managing 
of staff at both the farm 
and processing level con-
tinues to be a challenge 
for an industry that relies 
on a workforce sourced 
primarily outside Den-
mark. 

I have heard of many 
farms where staff are 
‘stuck’ in their home 
countries they were visit-
ing since the closing of 
the borders (six weeks 
prior to writing). 

For some businesses, 
this has meant running 
on a skeleton staff and 
operating as they would 
during the heavy holiday 
periods, and this is un-
likely to change until at 
least mid-May.

There have been some 
very misleading articles 
and campaigns released 
here with regard to the 
development of the pan-
demic – specifically tar-
geting climate change and 
animal production as the 
reason for this disease and 
its spread. 

Not surprisingly, the 
agenda of these cam-
paigns is of course to en-
courage a vegan lifestyle 
and producers have been 
warned to be particularly 
vigilant against animal 
activism. 

Some activists have 
made their presence 
known on farms, which 

is in violation of not only 
trespassing laws but also 
National Board of Health 
laws, though this does not 
seem to deter them. 

Researchers from the 
State Serum Institute to-
gether with the Univer-
sity of Copenhagen have 
mapped different types 
of coronaviruses in Den-
mark, including viruses 
that occur in wild ani-
mals, production animals 
and pets.

In a recently released re-
port, Anette Bøtner (Pro-
fessor and Head of Sec-
tion, SSI) has confirmed 
there is currently no evi-
dence that pets nor in-
dustrial animals play any 
role in connection with 
the spread of COVID-19. 

This message and report 
is currently being circu-
lated around Denmark in 
response to the animal 
activist campaigns in an 
effort to reassure consum-
ers of the strict Danish 
food safety standards and 
encourage their purchase 
of Danish produce.

In a more positive out-
come during an otherwise 
challenging few months, 
recent times have seen 
more engagement be-
tween farmers via a pri-
vate Facebook group 
named ‘Grisen’ (pigs). 

This is a closed group 
managed by the main 
Danish farming agricul-
tural newspaper and is 
designed to encourage the 
debating of professional 
questions about pig pro-
duction and subsequent 
knowledge transfer be-
tween industry members. 

With over 4600 mem-
bers, all aspects of pig 
production are up for dis-
cussion with anyone in-
volved in the Danish pig 
industry. 

The majority of mem-
bers are either pig pro-
ducers, managers or farm 
staff, however veterinar-
ians, consultants and 
SEGES/ Landbrug og 
Fødevarer representatives 
are also active within the 
forums. 

Producers have been 
sharing their staff man-
agements strategies and 
supported each other 
within this forum, both in 
the sense of practical ad-
vice (‘send as many pigs 
to slaughter earlier so you 
are two to three weeks 
ahead of delivery’), but 
also in terms of sharing 
their staff with those in 
need. 

Despite the challenging 
circumstances currently 
being faced, it is encour-
aging to see producers 
are able to support each 
other and continue to 
work together, not only to 
maintain pig production 
but also to keep unwanted 
diseases out of their herds.  

Maintaining 
production in the 
time of coronavirus

Nordic
News  

by ASHLEY NORVAL

Business improvement opportunities from APL
junction with feedback 
report templates.

These provide data on 
which conditions exist 
and the related conse-
quences to both produc-
ers and processors. 

As this project contin-
ues, pilots will be run 
in a larger number of 
domestic and export ab-
attoirs, with case stud-
ies to be developed and 
reporting templates re-
fined.

It is expected the pro-
ject will be completed 
by March 2021.
Maintaining stockper-
son productivity – Ra-
chael Bryant

ProHand is a course 
teaching stockpeople in 
the pork industry how to 
ensure they are interact-

ing positively with pigs. 
It covers how to move 

pigs in a low-stress way 
that may result in an 
improvement in animal 
welfare and productiv-
ity. 

It is well recognised 
and widely used by Aus-
tralian pig farmers and 
their staff and has been 
delivered through an on-
line system for several 
years.

Work has been under 
way at APL to move 
the current ProHand 
pigs, abattoir and review 
courses to a new and im-
proved online platform. 

In addition to hous-
ing existing content, the 
new platform will en-
able producers and other 
industry stakeholders 
to directly register their 

own staff for ProHand, 
oversee their progress 
during the course and 
access reports on staff, 
site and company use.

While the course has 
been built on the new 

platform, it is current-
ly undergoing testing 
with the original course 
developers at the Uni-
versity of Melbourne’s 
Animal Welfare Science 
Centre. 

APL plans to relaunch 
the ProHand pigs and 
the ProHand review 
courses by the end of 
May, with the ProHand 
abattoir course to follow 
in November 2020. 

Vaibhav Gole

* from P1

http://www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au/


Page 6 – Australian Pork Newspaper, May 2020 www.porknews.com.au

THE COVID-19 pan-
demic has significantly 
disrupted our lives in re-
cent weeks and is causing 
a high degree of demand 
and supply irregularity. 

For our industry, this is 
causing a high degree of 
volatility, particularly for 
uncontracted pigs. 

As I see it, there are five 
causes to the short-term 
situation.

Grocery shopping in-
creased as people substi-
tuted food eaten out-of-
home to in-home. 

In the pre-pandemic sta-
ble market about 74 per-
cent of food was bought 
for in-home consumption 
and 26 percent for out-of-
home. 

Consumer behaviour 

changed rapidly, and in 
the defining two weeks of 
madness due to the close 
of cafés and restaurants 
that changed to about 90 
percent in-home and 10 
percent takeaway, which 
has possibly risen to about 
15 percent now. 

Therefore substitution 
should have increased gro-
cery food sales by around 
22 percent. 

Nielsen data reveals in 
the four weeks to March 
22 grocery dollar sales in-
creased 34 percent, fresh 
meat 25 percent and pro-

cessed meat 18 percent 
versus the same period in 
2019. 

The change saw a rapid 
increase in retail meat 
sales, a little faster than 
expected. 

The problem being food-
service is a major source of 
demand for cuts like ribs 
and bellies. 

Restrictions in stores 
have impacted these two 
cuts in particular and that 
has driven down wholesale 
carcass value. 

People bought more of 
the meat they are most fa-
miliar with. 

As per the table indicat-
ing beef mince driving 
freezer stocks, meat sales 
tended to be relatively 
cheap cuts, so consumers 

now have higher volumes 
stored at home.

There were weeks in 
the period from March to 
Easter where grocery sales 
were 35 percent up on the 
same week a year ago – 
that’s when in-home stocks 
went through the roof. 

This is when supermar-
ket shelves were bare of 
meat. 

Which means people 
have unfamiliar cuts and 
species in their freezers. 

APL doubled versatility 
and how-to-cook activities 
to ensure people will know 
how to use their pork pur-
chases and have a satisfy-
ing eating experience. 

This included traditional 
media as well as podcasts, 
catch-up TV, YouTube, 
Facebook, Instagram and 
digital partnerships – to 
get our messages to con-
sumers while they are con-
fined to their homes.

Like any balanced sys-
tem, when the meat supply 
equilibrium is rocked by 
extreme actions it responds 
by over-reacting. 

I believe this has undesir-
able consequences. 

First, pork and beef 
mince get pulled forward 
to satisfy demand. 

So now we’re experienc-
ing a system that is over-
supplying what was panic-
bought in previous weeks. 

Everyone knows it has 
to end – people probably 
aren’t eating more – but no 
one knows when. 

Second, we are experi-

encing in-home destock-
ing to some extent. 

Which may occur quick-
ly, conversely, it may occur 
slowly. 

Some commercial play-
ers will see this change as 
disastrous and for others 
it’ll be an opportunity. 

Wholesalers that supply 
retail will see opportu-
nities at the expense of 
foodservice-focused busi-
nesses. 

Some supply chains were 
able to flex very quickly, 
while others continue to 
adjust. 

Predicting supply flows 
will be difficult, with the 
added complexities of 
government COVID-19 re-
strictions, freight changes 
and border controls, and 
prices for pigs will be vola-
tile. 

That’s unfortunate given 
that this time of year is 
usually when pork produc-
tion improves.

For exporters, the near 
standstill of international 
aircraft movement has 

added further headaches. 
APL has been collabo-

rating with exporters to 
keep export channels open. 

The world is still short of 
pork and we are trying to 
get more options for sales. 

We are looking to sup-
port further gains in in-
ternational sales, which 
showed growth in Feb-
ruary in Vietnam, Hong 
Kong and Singapore. 

We are still investigating 
every option, including po-
tential government-funded 
charity meat donations of 
roast pork for Foodbank 
and similar organisations. 

Though the over-supply 
of meat varieties in the 
week commencing April 
20 postponed the conver-
sation, we will try again.

This is a challenging 
time for everyone and 
the situation is evolving 
quickly. 

While our consumers are 
changing purchasing be-
haviour, we’ll keep work-
ing to help them get some 
pork on their forks. 

Digestarom® DC 
provides crystal clear benefits 
for your animals and your  
operation.

• Latest innovation in phytogenics
for improved feed intake

• Triple action formulation
for better performance

• Unique Biomin® Duplex
Capsule technology for
optimized feed conversion

www.thefeedconverter.com

Digestarom® DC 
The Feed Converter ®

Northern Australia - Bruce Hunt 0499 171 010
Southern Australia - Kate Henne 0499 287 710
Tel: +61 2 9872 6324
office.australia@biomin.net

DIGESTAROM is a registered trademark of BIOMIN Holding GmbH ( IR-681524). 
BIOMIN ( IR-509692) and The Feed Converter (AT-292729) are registered trademarks of Erber Aktiengesellschaft.
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Drivers of consumption volatility in pork industry

Marketing Matters

by PETER HAYDON

APL calculation based in part on data reported by Nielsen through its Homescan Service for the meat category 
four weeks to March 22, 2020 versus a year ago, for the total Australian market according to the Nielsen stand-
ard product hierarchy. Copyright © 2020 The Nielsen Company.

Australian help for 
swine fever fight
AUSTRALIA has 
mobilised biosecurity, 
logistics and com-
munications experts 
to work with Papua 
New Guinean coun-
terparts to deal with 
an outbreak of Afri-
can swine fever.  

Agriculture Minister 
David Littleproud and 
Foreign Affairs Min-
ister Senator Marise 
Payne said the Austral-
ian government’s urgent 
multi-agency response 
aimed to slow the 
spread of ASF in Papua 
New Guinea and pre-
vent its incursion onto 
our shores.  

“With the confirma-
tion of ASF in our near 
neighbour, our biosecu-
rity measures are more 
important than ever 
because it could dev-
astate Australia’s pork 
industry if it were to 
arrive here,” Minister 
Littleproud said.  

“We commend Pap-
ua New Guinea for its 
quick action in respond-
ing to the outbreak, and 
we will continue to of-
fer support to Papua 
New Guinea as it works 
to contain this disease.”  

Minister Payne said 
Australia is providing 
technical, risk commu-
nications, logistics and 
strategic co-ordination 
support through its Pa-

cific Horticultural and 
Agricultural Market 
Access Plus program. 

“We are assisting PNG 
with technical assistance 
through the provision 
of a veterinarian, help 
to establish a local dis-
ease control centre and 
the provision of logistics 
support at the location of 
the outbreak,” Minister 
Payne said. 

“A key part of our re-
sponse is the deploy-
ment of a risk commu-
nications specialist to 
increase public aware-
ness, which includes the 
production of targeted 
messages.” 

Minister Payne said 
the support is whole-
of-government, with the 
ADF and AFP working 
closely with PNG coun-
terparts to establish 
checkpoints to reduce 
the spread of the fever, 
while the Department 
of Home Affairs is 
working with the PNG 
government in relation 
to import controls. 

The government re-
leased its $66.6 million 
ASF border security 
response package last 
year, and additional in-
terventions of flights 
from PNG have been 
introduced in response 
to this detection. 

https://www.biomin.net/
www.jacksonsaustralia.com.au
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IN this world of Afri-
can swine fever risk and 
COVID-19 it is easy to 
forget a silent and more 
insidious global pan-
demic. 

Globally, antimicrobial 
resistance, as of April 
2020, accounts for an esti-
mated 2000 human deaths 
per week due to treatment 
failure. 

Countries with the high-
est resistance include 
China, India, Mexico and 
South Africa. 

Those with lower levels 
of resistance include, ac-
cording to a US dataset 
released by the US-based 
Centre for Disease Con-
trol, the US, UK and the 
lowest of the group, the 
Netherlands, which has 
had strong animal anti-
microbial use policies in 
place for 20 years. 

This data headlined an 
international webinar in 
April led by Twan van 
Gerwe and Fellipe Bar-
bosa, global managers for 
poultry and swine, togeth-
er with Andreas Michels, 
head of biotechnology, 
from German company 
EW Nutrition.

While the data drew 
from research in poultry, 
the principles can be di-
rectly extended to pig pro-
duction and preventative 

medicine practices. 
For example, resistance 

to commonly deployed 
antimicrobials in poultry 
production in the Neth-
erlands and Vietnam was 
shown to be more preva-
lent in poultry workers 
than the general commu-
nity. 

And the data showed 
that specific antimicro-
bial resistance was more 
likely to occur in family 
members of poultry farm 
workers than in the gen-
eral community. 

The resistant bugs are 
being spread from the 
poultry to the staff and 
then to their families. 

And pig farm workers 
carry resistance genes 
closely related to those in 
swine. 

It is a complex field. 
Studies from the UK in 

2019 and 2020 found E. 
coli causing serious hu-
man infection had not 
originated with livestock. 

Hospital environments 
were the important source 
of human infections. 

There was a low preva-
lence of shared antimi-
crobial resistance genes 
between livestock and 
people. 

In a separate Dutch 
study from 2017, bacte-
rial isolates in the general 

population had similari-
ties to those from health 
clinics, surface and sew-
erage water and wild 
birds rather than livestock 
farms. 

But when people and 
their pets were sampled, 
as in a 2016 Brazil study, 
pet dogs were shown to 
be a potential household 
source of multi-resist-
ant E. coli strains.

So, who is right? 
Everybody has a role to 

play. 
A large 2019 Dutch 

study of the prevalence of 
specific resistance genes 
involving thousands of 
isolates found most ac-
quired resistance was at-
tributed to human to hu-
man transmission within 
or between households 
(60 percent). 

Food accounted for 18.9 
percent of carriage, pets 
7.9 percent and farm ani-
mals (non- occupational) 
3.6 percent. 

Environmental contact 
(wild birds and swimming 
in fresh water) accounted 
for 2.6 percent of resist-
ance carriage. 

Humans are the main 

source of the community-
acquired resistance stud-
ied, however, the attribut-
able non-human sources 
underpin the need for on-
going monitoring. 

Intracommunity resist-
ance spread alone is un-
likely to be self-maintain-
ing without transmission 
to and from non-human 
sources. 

Antimicrobial resistance 
involves us, our families, 
our staff, our pets and the 
food we produce. 

Comparatively, Austral-
ia makes a strong contri-
bution to good antimicro-
bial resistance practice. 

We are going to be asked 
to do more through reduc-
ing the use of antibiotics, 
optimal husbandry, high 
biosecurity standards and 
feed quality. 

COVID-19 will eventu-
ally be contained. 

Antimicrobial resistance 
shows little signs of abat-
ing in the medium-term. 

It requires ongoing at-
tention. 
Ross Cutler 

STOCKYARD Indus-
tries has adapted dur-
ing COVID-19, and with 
the recent ramping-up of 
farm biosecurity against 
African swine fever, has 
remained fully opera-
tional to help pork pro-
ducers and to provide 
remote technical assis-
tance for Big Dutchman 
and older shed climate 
controllers. 

Stockyard technical per-
sonnel are based in South 
Australia, Victoria and 
Queensland to offer on-
farm practical help during 
the interstate travel bans. 

Our people have work-
ing knowledge of the con-
trollers we’ve sold in the 
past, and of the simula-
tors for the Big Dutchman 
controllers we’re now sup-
plying. 

In most situations, we 
can advise and help trou-
bleshoot onsite controller 
problems without having 
to physically travel to the 
site. 

Stockyard understands 
strong customer service is 
key for production facili-
ties, particularly coming 
into winter when venti-
lation rates change from 
summer vent to minimum 
vent. 

For Big Dutchman 
307pro controllers at-
tached to BigFarmNet, 
our technicians have the 
ability to log into the farm 
and controller from any 

location globally to sup-
port the producer. 

We can assist with the 
diagnosis of problems 
with shed environment or 
help make changes to set-
tings. 

Specialist technician 
Shane Daykin has been 
with Stockyard for over 
10 years and can work 
though problems with 
older model controls over 
the phone. 

We can also support pro-
ducers with online manu-
als and training videos, 
which are easily acces-
sible. 

Stockyard technical per-
sonnel can utilise video 
conferencing software 
such as Zoom to host 
training sessions, with 
screen sharing capability 
if further clarification is 
required on manuals and 
a whiteboard function to 
illustrate issues from pic-
tures taken inside build-
ings. 

Stockyard Industries 
is at the forefront of the 
pig industry in Australia 
with building design and 
construction, ventilation 
systems, feed systems and 
feeders, electronic sow 
feeding, penning from 
weaners to sows, farrow-
ing systems and various 
consumable items used in 
piggeries. 

For more information, 
visit stockyardindustries.
com 

ALSO DON’T FORGET  
ECOvac®

An inactivated vaccine for protection 
against E.coli scours in neonatal piglets.

PLEvac®  
is BACK

© 2020 Intervet International B.V. All Rights Reserved. 

Free Call 1800 033 461  www.msd-animal-health.com.au
Amanda Vardanega 0427 011 579
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for protection against Erysipelas 
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parvovirus infection in pigs.
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Stockyard technical team  
here to help during COVID-19

Technician Douglas Chadambuka commissioning a Big 
Dutchman 307pro controller into a new farrowing shed.

Antimicrobial resistance on the back burner but still burning

www.polytex.net.au
https://www.msd-animal-health.com.au/
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BOTH large and small, 
about 800 federally reg-
ulated meat-processing 
facilities provide 98 
percent of the US meat 
packing capacity. 

April 2020 dealt several 
devastating blows to the 
country’s meat market, 
with Smithfield the larg-
est pork integrator in the 
country announcing the 
indefinite closure of sev-
eral major packing plants. 

This loss is compounded 
by closures and decreased 
staffing of competitor 
plants owned by JBS and 
Tyson Foods. 

The resulting facility 
bottleneck has resulted in 
about 25 percent decrease 
in cattle processing and 
six percent decrease in 
pork processing compared 
to the same time last year. 

A recent study conduct-
ed by Iowa State Univer-
sity has indicated that the 
US market is heading for 

a $A7.6 billion loss, $A3 
billion of that hitting the 
pork powerhouse state of 
Iowa. 

The loss has been at-
tributed to several factors, 
each as crippling as the 
previous. 
Packer bottleneck

COVID-19 impact on 
plant shutdowns is begin-
ning to ramp up. 

While government offi-
cials urge US packers to 
find ways to remain open, 
the unfortunate reality is 
that social distancing is 
near impossible in mod-
ern processing facilities. 

Additionally, due to a 
younger worker demo-
graphic, most individuals 
affected with the virus 
experienced mild symp-
toms, which resulted in 
them not staying home or 
seeking medical interven-
tion.  
Short staffing

US agriculture relies 
heavily on immigrant 
workers to aid in all as-
pects of agriculture, from 
crop production through 
to packaging.  

Viral testing at Smith-
field’s South Dakota plant 
indicated the location was 
a viral hub, with over 16 
percent of 3000 employ-
ees testing positive prior 
to the plant shutting down. 

With illness, absentee-
ism, border closures and 
increased timing to ac-
quire working visas, 
the lack of manpower 
has been the harsh real-
ity agriculture industry is 
feeling across the board, 
which has made margins 
in pig production shrink 
further.
Supply and demand

With the bulk of food 
service and high-end re-
tail stores closed for busi-
ness, there has been a dra-
matic shift in the extent of 
carcass utilisation in the 
market. 

Whereas retailers and 
restaurateurs preferred 
primal cuts, the more 
budget conscientious 
masses are interested 
in the cheaper options 
including poultry and 
ground meats. 

Bacon and ham are typi-
cally the drivers for pork 
carcass prices in the US. 

Bacon attributes about 
70 percent of its sales to 
the commercial and res-
taurant industries. 

The resulting impact has 
driven the average pork 
carcass value to drop 
as much as $A70.33 per 
head.

Unlike nonbiologic 
commercial goods, pig 
production runs on a con-
tinual timeline. 

With packer capacity 
pushed to the limit and 
pork backing up in the 
supply chain, producers 
are facing severe losses. 

If exports and domestic 
demand does not increase, 
the US could be looking 
at a drastically different 
producer demographic in 
2021. 
Dr Bri Fredrich
Apiam Animal Health 
Swine Services
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ONE of Australia’s larg-
est veterinary service 
providers Apiam Animal 
Health, having recently 
secured distribution rights 
of a revolutionary surface 
sanitiser and protection 
nanotechnology, has had 
its Z-71 Microbe Shield 
product approved by Aus-
tralia’s Therapeutic Goods 
Administration for use 
against COVID-19.

The TGA approval 
comes on the back of re-
search conducted in the 
UK against a COVID-19 
surrogate – feline corona-
virus – where Z-71 Mi-
crobe Shield was able to 
reduce viral levels by over 
99.99 percent. 

Apiam managing direc-
tor Dr Chris Richards said 
the biggest difference be-
tween this sanitiser and 
others on the market is that 
Z-71 Microbe Shield con-
tinues to remain effective 
over time, through killing 
pathogens by mechanical 
rather than chemical ac-
tion. 

“It has been demon-
strated through extensive 
research over 10 years 
against a range of patho-
gens to be effective for up 
to 30 days.

“Laboratory tests are 
currently progressing to 
establish the duration of 
protection the Z-71 Mi-
crobe Shield product will 
have against a COVID-19 
surrogate.”

Apiam has demonstrated 
30-day pathogen protec-
tion in its animal field 
studies against a similar 
coronavirus that causes 
high mortality in young 
pigs. 

“Both mechanical and 
chemical sanitisers will 
kill most pathogens almost 
straight away but the fact 
it has been tested to be 
effective against many 
germs for up to 30 days on 
surfaces is a major break-
through,” Dr Richards 
said.

Apiam acquired the dis-
tribution rights for the live-
stock and animal health 
industries in Australia in 
November last year for the 
disinfectant technology, 
which is manufactured in 
New Zealand by Zoono 
Group Limited.

“We were initially at-
tracted to the Zoono prod-
ucts for use by our net-
work of vets to sanitise and 
protect piggeries, poultry 
sheds and livestock sys-
tems, as well as for use in 
biosecurity programs with 
the technology having 
been proven in laboratory 
tests in the Netherlands to 
be effective against Afri-
can swine fever virus,” Dr 
Richcards said.

“African swine fever is 
a contagious viral disease 
of domestic and wild pigs. 

“There is no vaccine and 
it kills about 80 percent of 
the pigs it infects. 

“On December 11, 2019 
the federal government an-
nounced $66.6 million of 
funding to address the im-
mediate threat of the dis-
ease, which has recently 
been reported as close as 
Papua New Guinea and 
Timor-Leste.”

Apiam had been using 
its current supply of Z-71 
Microbe Shield to sanitise 
its own offices and veteri-
nary hospitals around the 
country.

“Veterinary practices are 
seen as essential services 
and we ensure ours are 
as safe as possible for our 
staff and clients,” Dr Rich-
ards said.

There has been strong 
demand from both Apiam 
clients and the greater 
community for the use of 
its products, and Apiam 
provided ‘fogging’ ser-
vices where requested to 
assist other essential busi-
nesses and workplaces im-
prove their biosecurity and 
hygiene systems.

Apiam Animal Health 
stocks Z-71 Microbe 
Shield, and expects ad-
ditional supplies of both 
Z-71 Microbe Shield and 
Zoono’s hand sanitiser in 
the coming weeks, which 
will be available through 
Apiam clinics and the 
countryvet.com.au web-
site. 

Apiam Animal Health’s Zoono sanitiser a  
major breakthrough in COVID-19 prevention

US shortages in  
times of plenty

www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
https://lallemandanimalnutrition.com/en/australia/
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Z-71 MICROBE SHIELD
SURFACE SANITISER & PROTECTANT

  1800 426 142

DIRECT

* Report on file. The information and recommendations set out in this brochure are no substitute for professional or expert advice and are based on tests and data believed to be reliable 
at the time of publication. Results may vary, as the use and application of the products is beyond our control and may be subject to climatic, geographical or biological variables, and/or 
developed resistance. To the maximum extent permitted by law, Apiam Animal Health Limited disclaims all warranties of any kind, whether express or implied, including but not limited to 
any warranty that the information is up-to-date,  complete, true, legally compliant, accurate, non-misleading or suitable. Zoono is a registered trademark of Zoono NZ.

Z-71 is an effective surface sanitiser and protectant 
for all pig accommodation areas including farrowing 
sheds, nursery sheds, shelters’ or ‘straw-based’ 
housing systems.  Application of Z-71 Microbe 
Shield to other areas of the farm including office 
spaces, change rooms, high touch areas and vehicle 
cabins will provide long lasting pathogen protection 
and enhance farm biosecurity.

Why Choose Z-71 Microbe Shield?
Modern Technology
•  Z-71 Microbe Shield is a new generation Quaternary 

Ammonium disinfectant.
•  Z-71 Microbe Shield attaches to surfaces and offers 

protection against pathogens for up to 30 days*.
•  Once attached to a surface, Z-71 Microbe Shield kills 

pathogens by a combination of mechanical and chemical 
actions. 

•  Fogging delivery ensures superior coverage of all 
surfaces. Spraying allows top-up on high traffic spots.

Broad Spectrum Activity
•  Z-71 Microbe Shield is a broad-spectrum antimicrobial 

sanitiser demonstrated to be effective against bacterial, 
viral and fungal pathogens.

•  Laboratory tests by Wangeningen University in the 
Netherlands has demonstrated Z-71 Microbe Shield to 
provide a 4.5 log reduction (99.99% reduction) against 
African Swine Fever virus in both clean surfaces and in 
the presence of low levels of organic matter.

Use and the Environment
Z-71 Microbe Shield is non-corrosive, non-leaching, clear, 
hypoallergenic and approved for food uses in many 
countries.

Fogging:
Fogging is a safe, simple and quick process. It is important 
to use a fogging device that is suitable for the area/s to 
be fogged. Apiam Animal Health can assist with the initial 
fogging process and training of farm staff on how to 
effectively fog facilities.
Appropriate fogging devices can be purchased through 
Apiam Animal Health.

Please contact us for further information.
Visit Zoonovet.com.au for product information or 
your Apiam Swine & Poultry team: 
West Coast 08 9361 5550; East Coast 03 5445 5920

Effective
up to

 30
days

Z-71 Microbe Shield has been approved by the Australian Governments’ Therapeutic Good 
Administration (TGA) for use against COVID-19, bacteria and germs on hard surfaces.

www.zoonovet.com.au
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IN recognition of World 
Veterinary Day on April 
25, the Department of 
Agriculture, Water and 
the Environment cele-
brated the vital contribu-
tion veterinarians make 
to Australian agriculture. 

Australia’s chief vet-
erinary officer Dr Mark 
Schipp said World Vet-
erinary Day was a time to 
recognise the longstand-
ing dedication of this pro-
fession to safeguarding 
animal and human health. 

“Australia’s veterinar-
ians improve the welfare 
of our animals, the pro-
ductivity of our farms and 
the well-being of Austral-
ians,” Dr Schipp said.

“Veterinarians fill a 
wide variety of essential 
roles from directly treat-
ing animals to undertak-
ing research, disease sur-

veillance and food safety 
inspection. 

“They support agricul-
tural trade by negotiating 
with trading partners and 
protecting our borders 
from biosecurity threats.

“Earlier this year our 
veterinarians stepped up 
in response to bushfires 
leading treatment of live-
stock and wildlife.”

The continuing work 
of veterinarians has been 
particularly important 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic, including vet-
erinarians involved in re-
search.

“The Australian govern-
ment recently announced 
a $230 million funding 
boost for CSIRO Austral-
ian Centre for Disease 
Preparedness, formerly 
known as the Australian 
Animal Health Labora-

tory,” Dr Schipp said.
“The funding will assist 

veterinarians and other 
scientists in efforts to 
develop a human vaccine 
against COVID-19. 

“It will also support 
their continued work in 
identifying, preventing 
and responding to the 
increasing threat of dis-
eases, including those 
spreading from animals 
to humans.”

The first stage of testing 
potential vaccines against 
COVID-19 has already 
commenced.

Veterinarians, in con-
junction with the Austral-
ian Veterinary Associa-
tion, have played an im-
portant role in providing 
clear information about 
COVID-19 virus to own-
ers of pets and other ani-
mals in Australia.

“All our lives have been 
impacted by COVID-19, 
however maintaining ani-
mal welfare and food pro-
duction amidst COVID-19 
disruptions is critical and 
important to all Austral-
ians,” Dr Schipp said. 

“The continued dedica-
tion of veterinarians has 
ensured that animals have 
been protected, and the 
world-leading reputation 
of Australia’s food pro-
duction system remains as 
strong as ever.”

The spread of the COV-
ID-19 virus is being driv-
en by person-to-person 
contact. 

There is no evidence that 
people can catch COV-
ID-19 virus from their 
animals.

To find out about the im-
portant work CSIRO un-
dertakes, visit csiro.au 

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. Ingelvac MycoFLEX® is a registered trademark of 
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AUS/MFX-191028

For more information, please contact your  
Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Territory Manager.

Whole herd protection against Mycoplasma 
hyopneumoniae. Now for your piglets and sows. 

can now be used to 
protect your pregnant 

and lactating sows

World Veterinary Day safeguarding animal 
welfare and food production during COVID-19 

A MEAT process plant 
needed aeration to re-
duce odours associated 
with its wastewater treat-
ment system. 

The plant had a large 
350,000-litre tank with 
in-flows exceeding four 
megalitres per day. 

The owners also wanted 
a system that was easy 
to maintain and safe for 
operators.

Engineers at the plant 
selected a venturi-aeration 
system that consisted of 
two VA-1100 (6”) ventu-
ri-aerators, powered by 
two Gorman-Rupp pump 
model V6A60-B pumps 
with a combined dis-
charge rate of 140 litres 
per second. 

The Gorman-Rupp 
pumps draw the waste-
water from the tank and 
discharge it at pressure 
into the venturi-aerators. 

Air is drawn into the 
aerator at a ratio 2.2 times 
the pump flow, where it 
is mixed with the waste-
water. 

Water is then discharged 
back into the tank, where 
‘hydraulic sheer’ facili-
tates the release of soluble 
gasses and volatiles from 
the water, which is now 
saturated with dissolved 
oxygen.

The discharge ports of 
the two aerators were set 
up tangential to the side 
wall to induce a ‘spin’ to 
the contents of the tank, 
causing solids to migrate 
to the centre where the 
pump suction lines were 
positioned. 

This way, large solids 

are collected and smashed 
through the pump and 
aerator, reducing their 
size and making them 
more available for biologi-
cal reaction.

The plant has found the 
system very easy to ac-
cess for monitoring and 
maintenance because it is 
located outside the tank 
(not in it or on it). 

Therefore no lifting ap-
paratus is needed to ac-
cess equipment, and there 
is no ‘working over water’ 
or ‘working at heights’ to 
contend with or write up 
on risk-assessment docu-
ments.

Hydro Innovations re-
gional manager Shaun 
Allgood visited the plant 
and noted everything had 
been installed and was 
functioning perfectly. 

A spokesperson from 
the plant said they had no 
problems at all with the 
system. 

Shaun will continue 
to stay updated on this 
project and provide assis-
tance when needed.

Smaller projects are 
possible with the use of 
smaller venturi-aerators, 
which are available in 
50mm, 80mm, 100mm 
and 150mm sizes. 

Larger projects are ap-
proached by using mul-
tiples of the larger unit, 
sometimes using a dedi-
cated large pump to 
‘drive’ two, three or even 
four venturi-aerators.

More information can 
be obtained by emailing 
info@hydroinnovations.
com.au 

Meat process plant 
reduces odours with  
safe aeration technology

https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com.au/animal-health/australia
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Movement restrictions
In the event of move-

ments being restricted 
from farm to farm:

All pigs would be sent 
straight to slaughter when 
up to weight or sent light-
er if space and welfare are 
being compromised.

Particularly hospital/
compromised pigs should 
be slaughtered as soon as 
economically possible.

In the event of all move-
ments being restricted 
including for slaughter 
(slaughterhouse closure):
Inside

Weaners can be double 
or triple stocked to 20kg 
and then split down.

Growers can be double 

stocked to 60kg.
Note extra feeders may 

be required.
Outside

Temporary accommoda-
tion can be created out-
side using straw bales and 
wooden palates. 

The pens will need tem-
porary drinkers fitted and 
ad-lib feeders. 
Breeding

Ensure the breeding farm 
can collect semen from any 
entire boar on farm.
Feed

Number each feed bin. 
Have a clear map detail-

ing which feed bin feeds 
which pigs. 

Ensure staff understands 
the map.

Ensure enough feed on 
the farm to supply five 
days feed to the pigs on 
the unit. 

Order extra if required. 
Have sufficient bagged 

feed for at least three days 
supply.

Wet fed farms can be a 
particular problem in a 
disaster.
Water

What provisions are 
there if the main supply 
fails. 

Is there a borehole sup-
ply?
Slurry and dirty water

Ensure there is enough 
slurry storage for at least 
six months on the unit. 

Create a clear map of 

the farm slurry emptying 
system.
Bedding and cleanliness

If bedding is used on the 
farm, ensure there is six 
months supply.

It is important all pigs 
can be kept clean and well 
bedded if restrictions are 
in place.
Staff

All staff should wash 
their hands for minimum 
20 seconds with soap, wa-
ter and a nailbrush.

Practice social distanc-
ing.

If staff feels sick they 
should report to the man-
ager.  

All staff should be aware 
of the minimum required 
in each area so they can 
accommodate at least one 
week of care of the pigs.

If people are in short 
supply cleaning can be 
stopped for two weeks.  

The building can be dry-
cleaned to remove faeces. 

Basic processing can be 
stopped.

Note staff that has been 
ill, once recovered will be 
essential staff as they are 
immune to the virus.

These staff must under-
stand the essential basics.

There is going to be 
mass unemployment, is 
this an opportunity for 
others to enjoy the privi-
lege of working with pigs.
Paperwork

Minimise all physical 

paperwork.
Use cloud document 

storage facilities.
Medication

Carry two months sup-
ply of medicines.
Fuel

If possible ensure a mini-
mum of two weeks storage 
of the fuel for all farm ma-
chinery and equipment.

Note: pigs do not get 
COVID-19, this is a hu-
man disaster. 
John Carr

Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority
Advertisement

Authorised by the Queensland Government, Turbot St, Brisbane

Protect your farm from African Swine Fever
Are you a Queensland pork producer looking at ways to better prepare your operation’s biosecurity 
measures against the threat of African Swine Fever (ASF)? Our low interest Sustainability Loans can help 
you improve your biosecurity by funding activities such as:

• erecting exclusion fencing around the perimeter of your farm or specific sheds
• reconditioning or relocation of sheds to facilitate increased biosecurity measures
• increasing biosecurity measures at entry point (e.g. acid washes, CCTV or gate upgrades).

With no set up or exit fees and no hidden costs, we have the loan to best suit your needs.  

Loans up to $1.3 million | Low interest rates | Flexible repayment terms | Interest only options available

To find out more contact us on Freecall 1800 623 946 or visit www.qrida.qld.gov.au

Freecall 1800 623 946
www.qrida.qld.gov.au

/QRIDAmedia @we.are.qrida

/QRIDAmedia /company/QRIDA

&

SKIOLD MAXIMAT

AWARD WINNING FEEDERS  
for perfect distribution of pellets and mash

Tel: 07 55 477 588 
www.vacmillsolutions.com.au

The SKIOLD MaxiMat Feeders 
specifically designed to 
avoid feed bridging with 
their unique slip angles, with 
integrated cleaning.

Durable construction 
to suit weaners and 
growers up to 130 kg

Checklist to protect yourself and the farm

Entry to  
farm

Wash hands with soap, water and a nailbrush.

Keep 1.5m apart from another person, if possible.

Stop shaking hands and hugging.

Shower  
facilities

Ensure showers are clean.

Ensure abundant supply of warm water.

Ensure abundant supply of soap and shampoo.

Do not share towels.

Wash all towels after use.

Clearly identify and use a ‘disinfect’ clothes ham-
pers.

Ensure toilets are kept clean at all times.

Ensure sinks are kept clean at all times.

Kitchen and 
office

Keep all surfaces clean.

Wipe and disinfect all surfaces regularly.

Have sole-use personal cup, plate and eating uten-
sils.

Ensure kitchen wear is cleaned and disinfected 
before use.

Stagger break and dinner times for small groups 
rather than whole team at one time.

On-farm  
(and in your 

home)

Clean and disinfect high touch surfaces daily:

Light switches – with care

Toilet

Sinks

Doorknobs

Tables

Chairs

Coughing

Only cough into your hand or sleeve.

Never spit in public.

After coughing / sneezing wash hands thoroughly 
and dispose of tissue immediately – use of hand-
kerchiefs is not advised.

If you  
are sick

Do not go to work. 

Discuss with farm manager and medical profes-
sional. 

A loss taste and smell senses in the early stages 
in many cases.

Coronaviruses can be killed – they are easy to kill and do not live long in the environment.

Coronavirus disaster emergency plan for Australian pork producers

www.vacmillsolutions.com.au
www.qrida.qld.gov.au
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■ Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au 

2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 ABN 11 003 543 548                 Mobile: 0437 431 901 

Victoria: Ben Slots  Phone: (03) 9462 4266 
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mobile: 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

AA FEEDS
100% Australian owned supporting Aussie farmers

�Australian�Animal�Feeds�is�a�company�
that�supplies�milk�powders�for�stock-
feed�mills,�farm�mixers�and�retailers�
Australia�wide.

AA�Feeds�has�a�large�range�of�milk�powders�as�follows:

•�Full�cream�milk�powder� •�Custom�blends
•�Skim�milk�powder� •�Sweet�whey�powder
•�Infant�milk�powder� •�Lactose�powder
•�Piglet�milk�powder� •�Choc�milk�powder

� Jeff Watts  Andrew Collins 
 0417 979 372 0427 253 136
� E:�jeff@aafeeds.com.au� E:�admin@aafeeds.com.au

For�enquiries�or�to�place�an�order�please�contact:�

HAY exporter Al Dahra 
Australia will invest $10 
million in a hi-tech pro-
duction line and press 
at its Western Australian 
facility at Wannamal, 
100km north of Perth.

The South Australian 
manufactured Schutz hay 
processing plant system, 
complemented by the 
latest Torque Industries 
hydraulics and electrical 
package, will produce 
80,000 tonnes per annum 
of high-quality export hay 
and straw for Al Dahra’s 
global markets, including 
the Middle East, Japan, 
China, Taiwan and Korea.

Al Dahra general man-
ager Keith Coakley said 
the plant would operate 
from December. 

“The new plant will tri-
ple our capacity and lift 
packaging quality to the 
highest possible level, giv-
ing our valued customers 
more options in terms of 
bale size, and packing and 
wrapping styles.

“The expansion of Al 
Dahra’s initial 2016 foot-
print in Western Australia 
signals our intent to build 
bigger, better and more 
sustainable business rela-
tionships with more grow-
ers, and to grow market 
share potentially via stra-
tegic acquisitions, subject 
to due diligence stacking 
up.

“With our focus on 
quality and commitment 
to supply a world-class, 
quality-assured product to 
our customers, we rely on 
a select pool of equally 
committed WA growers, 
who we regard as aligning 
with the best in the world.

“We anticipate 2020 will 
see excellent returns for 
growers, with strong de-
mand for hay and straw to 
meet an increasing need 
for highly nutritious live-
stock feed, in order to sat-
isfy the world’s expanding 
protein requirements.

“Exporters have very lit-
tle carryover stocks from 

last year, which featured 
low yields but high qual-
ity,” Mr Coakley said.

Al Dahra is a prominent 
multinational leader in 
agribusiness, specialising 
in the cultivation, produc-
tion and trading of animal 
feed, essential food com-
modities and end-to-end 
supply chain manage-
ment. 

Serving a large customer 
base in government and 
commercial sectors, Al 
Dahra has a large geo-
graphic footprint, with 
a workforce of 5000 in 
more than 20 countries 
and catering to more than 
45 markets, with a leading 
position in Asia and the 
Middle East. 

The group manages and 
operates a land bank in 
excess of 160,000 hec-
tares, with 1200 pivots. 

In addition, the com-
pany owns and manages 
15 state-of-the-art forage 
processing and baling fa-
cilities, and can produce 
and supply three mil-
lion tonnes of alfalfa and 
grasses annually, catering 
to the needs of livestock 

producers around the 
world. 

Al Dahra is a world 
leader in the production, 
packaging, marketing and 
distribution of grains – 
operating two flour and 
three rice mills – with 
capacity to annually pro-
duce 500,000 tonnes of 
flour and 500,000 tonnes 
of rice. 

Strategically located at 
the Fujairah port in the 
United Arab Emirates, the 
company owns and oper-
ates a grains hub, with 20 
silos and a storage capac-
ity of more than 300,000 
tonnes. 

Al Dahra has made 
considerable investments 
in the logistics and sup-
ply chain sector, moving 
about two million tonnes 
annually and shipping 
175,000 twenty-foot 
equivalent units.

In 2019 Al Dahra’s share 
of the global fodder trade 
was 16 percent. 

By the end of 2020 it 
anticipates growing that 
share to 20 percent. 

For more information, 
visit aldahra.com 

Al Dahra Australia lifts export 
hay output in Western Australia

Al Dahra Australia’s new plant at Wannamal, WA, will be able to deliver a range of bale sizes and packing and 
wrapping styles for its export customers.

Al Dahra CEO Hussain Al Katheeri (left) and CFO 
Gianlucca Fabbri (right) recently visited the com-
pany’s Western Australian site at Wannamal and met 
with Al Dahra Australia GM Keith Coakley.
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Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
gabe.crane@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Gabriel Crane
Territory Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 233 227
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
timothy.dale@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Timothy Dale
Territory Manager

40 Moore Rd, Torington 
Queensland 4350

P 13 0 0  258  842
E sales@dharural.com.au

Ian   Clark-Dickson
0427   012   105
Jason   Edwards
0427   012   156
Lester   Handford
0429   012   139

DHA Rural Sales
Animal Health Specialists

Errol   Hardwick
0409   064   907
Russell   Ashford
0427   012   108

RUSSELL WATERS 
Sales Manager 
P:  0437 115 876  
E:  russell@maxumanimal.com 
Laverton North, VIC 3026 
maxumanimal.com 

PIGLET MILK REPLACER STOCKFEED POWDERS

MILK POWDERS 
CUSTOM BLENDS CONTRACT PACKING

www.porknews.com.au

Ben Collins BBus DipMgt

Advertising & Marketing Manager

P: 07 3286 1833   F: 07 3821 2637   M: 0439 708 602

E: ben@porknews.com.au  PO Box 387, Cleveland QLD 4163

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493 
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Meg Donahoo
Senior Account Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited

78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 480 499
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
andres.ardila@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Dr. Andres Ardila
Technical Services Veterinarian

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0417 730 434
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
gavin.davies@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Gavin Davies
National Sales Manager – Swine / Vet Specialty

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 554 328
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
susan.schryver@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Susan Schryver
Head of Production Animal

www.feedworks.com.au

David Cadogan                             Doug Pearson
P +61 409 049 793                        P +61 408 735 185             

E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au     E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au 
 
Stuart Wilkinson   Office 
P +61 414 487 882                                  P +61 3 5429 2411
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au 

13 High Street, Lancefield  VIC 3435

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR
SUCCESS

Alex Turney 
Managing Director, AUS, NZ, RSA & IDN

Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmontpastoralco@outlook.com
website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry  
with tarpaulin  
• Shelter covers  
• Blinds • Liners  
• Thermal Covers

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 052 401  
Email: info@polytex.net.au    
www.polytex.net.au

Kate HENNE  - 0499 287 710

Darryl MEANEY - 0419 594 922

Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889

Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554

Mark OLLEY - 0437 076 615

Bruce HUNT- 0499 171 010

ERBER Biotech Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139
email: office.australia@biomin.net

www.biomin.net

Dr Rachel O’Higgins
BVMS MRCVS

Technical Services Veterinarian

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd Tel: +61 3 5342 8688

P.O. Box 1 Fax: +61 3 5342 8788

135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale Mobile: +61 409 365 552

Victoria 3351 rachel@minitube.com.au

Australia www.minitube.com.au

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia

NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Laboratory ServicesACE
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

PH  : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0478 314 237
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
kitty.wong@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Kitty Wong
Marketing Manager
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www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5445 5914

Swine Veterinary Consultants
• Health, Production and QA Services
• Disease Eradication and   
 Repopulations
• Servicing all areas of Australia 

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

Anke Woeckel  
Veterinarian 
Technical Advisor Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre, 
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NEW cases of African 
swine fever in Poland are 
due to spreading from 
farm to farm.

With one or two excep-
tions most of the Afri-
can swine fever cases in 
Europe have occurred in 
wild boar and in small 
backyard farms readily 
accessed by wild boar. 

On April 6, an outbreak 
of African swine fever 
was confirmed on a farm 
in Poland with 10,000 
fattening pigs, which is 
outside the area where 
ASF has been occurring 
in wild boar. 

The farm is owned by 
Smithfield – the Chinese-
owned US company. 

The source of the infec-
tion was a group of ASF 
positive pigs shipped in 
mid-March from an in-
fected sow farm. 

It is likely the affected 
pigs were about 14- to 
15-weeks old and had 
been incubating infection 
for at least two weeks.

How did this happen? 
In 2013, the European 

Union commissioned a 
risk analysis for ASF. 

They found Romania 
and Poland had a high 
risk because of the num-
ber of small farms with 
poor biosecurity. 

Spain was high risk be-
cause of the number of 
workers from countries 
with ASF. 

Spain, Romania and Po-
land were also high risk 
because of wild boar habi-
tation. 

The UK, France and Ita-
ly were high risk because 
of tourism. 

The analysis showed 
that if there were no farms 
with poor biosecurity, the 
risk to EU member states 
was very low to negli-
gible.

On March 23, a 7000-
sow farm within the 
Smithfield Polish business 
broke with ASF. 

The farm was in an ar-
ea where there are many 
wild boar, and the ASF 
infection rate in wild boar 
in this area had been in-
creasing over the past few 
months. 

There have been 1600 

wild boar cases in Poland 
in 2020, only 600 fewer 
than 2019. 

According to reports 
from Wojciech Kosc and 
Michael Standaert, while 
the government recruited 
hunting clubs to assist in 
the control of wild boar, 
these associations are 
regularly accused of dis-
regarding safety measures 
and helping rather than 
curbing the spread of the 
disease. 

In early 2020, private 
broadcaster TVN24 alleg-
edly exposed the lax bios-
ecurity measures of one of 
the hunting associations, 
prompting a criminal in-
vestigation. 

This all indicates Smith-
field farms are in a high-
risk area.

You would expect a 
company like Smithfield 
to run a tight ship. 

Possibly but there are 
many elements to bios-
ecurity. 

It looks very much like 
Smithfield introduced 
the pigs from an infected 
farm in March though be-
fore the disease was diag-
nosed. 

The pigs looked quite 
OK when they arrived ap-
parently – at about 30kg 
live weight at the fatten-
ing site and for about two 
weeks. 

Several would have died 
at the new site but the 
disease moves slowly and 
it can take three weeks 
before the ASF mortality 
rate can be seen in farm 
data. 

Further, in the early 
stages the disease can 
look like any other cause 
of sudden death in grow-
ing pigs and is easily 
confused with erysipelas, 
actinobacillus pleuro-
pneumoniae, Strep suis 
and Glassers disease – if 
nobody looked too hard.

There are many un-
knowns in this case. 

Was the original 7000-
sow farm secure – were 
there gaps in the fence 
or under the gates a wild 
boar could have squeezed 
through in search of food 
or sex? 

Were there hunting en-

thusiasts among the staff 
members or the manager? 

Was staff regularly 
trained in disease detec-
tion and was personnel 
biosecurity enforced? 

Were records main-
tained? 

How often did vets visit 
and did they post-mortem 
dead pigs? 

Was there a clean and 
dirty demarcation line at 
the farm perimeter?

Australia has a feral pig 
population that dwarfs the 
domestic herd. 

On Australian farms 
over the last decade there 
have been numerous sto-
ries of feral pigs feeding 
at silo spills and looking 
to get into a sow house. 

While many of our ex-
cellent workers are from 
countries where ASF 
is present there is often 
high staff turnover, hence 

farming business can al-
ways do more disease rec-
ognition and awareness 
training. 

Many farming busi-
nesses are so focussed 
on personnel down-time 
between farm visits or 
leave they forget about the 
hole in the fence, to make 
sure the transport tray or 
other equipment has been 
cleaned and disinfected or 
that there is a biosecurity 
protocol in place for the 
driver.

ASF is in Timor, In-
donesia and Papua New 
Guinea. 

Australia’s pork industry 
has had at least 18 months 
warning since the disease 
arrived in China and six 
months from East Timor’s 
declaration of infection. 

There are a number of 
biosecurity protocols 
available. 

Disease control method-
ology is well established 
and there are more vet-
erinarians skilled in pig 
medicine than ever before. 

The Polish cases should 
cause pork produc-
tion businesses in their 
boardrooms, farm of-
fices, conference rooms, 
lunchrooms and around 
the kitchen table to review 
once more their African 
swine fever disease pre-
vention procedures.

Biosecurity is an animal 
health and commercial 
imperative.  

It needs to be business 
as usual and part of every 
piggery’s workplace cul-
ture. 
Ross Cutler

The author is chair of 
the Australian Pork Lim-
ited ASF industry techni-
cal group.
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WHOLE HERD HEALTH
WHOLE HERD PROTECTION

PCV2 = Porcine circovirus type 2; M. hyo = Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae 

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. 
FLEX 360 Program® is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0009-2019

Please contact your consulting veterinarian or your Boehringer 
Ingelheim Animal Health representative for more information.

WHEN YOU DEMAND PERFORMANCE, 
TURN TO THE PRODUCTS YOU TRUST

Premium protection for your whole herd

We help you develop a holistic approach to disease management in your business to achieve 
whole herd health by:

•  Maximising immunity against PCV2 and M.hyo for all life stages of your herd - gilts, sows, and piglets 

• Minimising disease exposure through best practice operations

FLEXcombo can now be used for pregnant and lactating sows,  
so you can protect your pigs in all life stages. 

https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com.au/animal-health/australia



