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Actioning the National Feral Pig Action Plan
OVER the past 12 
months, significant 
engagement with our 
Steering Group and the 
many stakeholders and 
land managers impacted 
by feral pigs has led to 
the development of the 
first-ever National Feral 
Pig Action Plan. 

I’m pleased to advise 
that, following stake-
holder feedback from its 
month-long consultation 
period during February, 
the final draft plan has 
now been provided to the 
Department of Agricul-
ture, Water and the Envi-
ronment. 

The plan is with the En-
vironment and Invasives 
Committee, which is com-
prised of state, territory 
and Commonwealth rep-
resentatives from primary 
industry and environment 
departments, for consid-
eration. 

The plan will be final-
ised once it is endorsed by 
the national biosecurity 
committee. 

The updated draft plan 
is now available at feral 
pigs.com.au/the-plan

While it’s all very well 
to have words on a page, 
we are strongly focussed 
on implementing the plan 
to achieve and maintain 
much-needed reductions 
in feral pig impacts.

To drive this, an im-
plementation committee 
is being established to 
oversee the plan’s imple-

mentation, set strategic 
priorities and attract long-
term investment. 

Partnerships between 
public, private and not-
for-profit entities are 
needed to support and 
encourage land managers 
to conduct continued and 
coordinated best-practice 
feral pig management pro-
grams. 

An annual operating 
plan is currently being 
drafted, setting out priori-
ties and key performance 
indicators for the next 12 
months.

As interstate travel is 
becoming more feasible, 
we are engaging with as 
many stakeholders as pos-
sible to outline what is 
needed to achieve a sus-
tained reduction in the 
many environmental, 
agricultural, cultural and 
social impacts caused by 
feral pigs. 

We are also increasing 
awareness of the national 
feral pig action plan itself, 

including local coordi-
nated programs that land 
managers can take part in.

The purpose of the plan 
is to guide and support 
land managers to work to-
gether to deliver effective, 
coordinated, sustained 
and humane best-practice 
management of feral pigs. 

The plan’s actions are 
focussed on suppression 
or eradication where fea-
sible of feral pig popula-
tions to reduce their im-
pacts. 

The three key goals 
of the plan are, first, to 
provide leadership and 
strategic coordination for 
sustained feral pig man-
agement.

Second, build commu-
nity awareness of impacts 
caused by feral pigs and 
enhance capacity and ca-
pability of all land man-
agers to apply humane, 
best practice manage-
ment.

And third, increase the 
adoption of best practice 

methods and systems by 
land managers.
Information hub update

We have recently 
launched an information 
hub on the website – fe 
ralpigs.com.au/info-hub 
– to showcase the many 
feral pig management 
programs and research 
projects being conducted 
around Australia, build 
networks between pro-
grams and share knowl-
edge. 

During April, an addi-
tional 25 programs were 
added. 

If you know of any co-
ordinated feral pig man-
agement programs being 
undertaken in your area, 
email contact@feralpigs.
com.au, so they can be 
included. 

To subscribe to the 
monthly newsletter, email 
contact@feralpigs.com.au

To discuss any items in 
this article, contact Dr 
Heather Channon, na-
tional feral pig manage-
ment coordinator on 0423 
056 045 or email heather.
channon@feralpigs.com.
au 

SINCE joining Aus-
tralian Pork Limited 
in 2019, the pork in-
dustry has endured 
two global pandemics, 
which continue to put 
unprecedented pres-
sure on supply chains 
and trade. 

In the face of this, 
through resilience and 
entrepreneurial agility, 
the industry has not 
only persevered but 
seized opportunities 
that have strengthened 
the Australian market 
position in a state of 
global triage. 

Despite significant 
investments in African 
swine fever vaccine de-
velopment, new cases 
and variants continue 
to ravage the Chinese 
industry. 

With over 7 million 
pigs lost so far – and 
no successful vaccine 
to date – recovery looks 
bleak, as global meat 
shortages continue to 
compound. 

It’s an ominous re-
minder that Australia 
must invest in contin-
uous re-evaluation of 
biosecurity measures to 
stay on the front foot. 

Over the past two 
years, 50 tonnes of il-
legal pork have been 
intercepted at our bor-
ders from international 
travellers and mailing 
centres. 

In four weeks over the 
recent holiday period, 
24 percent of items 
seized at international 
mailing centres tested 
positive for ASF and 
1 percent for foot and 
mouth disease. 

Our biosecurity of-
ficers should be praised 
for their ongoing efforts 
to detect these items 
and it is a testament 
to the Federal Gov-

ernment’s investment 
in new 3D scanners, 
which have consistently 
increased detection of 
ASF at international 
mail centres since 2019. 

And while APL is 
pleased that government 
has heard the needs of 
the Australian Pork in-
dustry loud and clear by 
ramping up border se-
curity, the sheer volume 
of positive fragments 
continuing to reach our 
borders indicates gaps 
in the system that must 
be addressed. 

Unfortunately, mail is 
not the only way ASF 
could slip through the 
cracks. 

Over the past two 
years, the government 
detected ASF in four 
out of 14 mis-declared 
pork products in non-
commercial air cargo 
from countries with 
ASF.

Detection of these 
fragments hasn’t 
changed Australia’s 
ASF-free status, but 
it does mean that eve-
ryone has a part to play 
when it comes to pro-
tecting our pigs and the 
36,000 Australians who 
work in our industry. 

Which is why the 
pork sector is leading 
the way in collabora-
tion, transparency and 
investment – creating a 

cohesive biosecurity 
network. 

Challenging juris-
dictional and industry 
decision-making pro-
cesses ensure that, 
not only are we able 
to effectively detect 
and contain a disease 
outbreak but keep key 
supply chains open. 

In last month’s Exer-
cise Razorback – the 
latest national outbreak 
simulation – industry 
and APL representa-
tives specifically ad-
dressed movement con-
trols with biosecurity 
officials, industry, gov-
ernment departments, 
vets and animal disease 
experts. 

The exercise high-
lighted that a nationally 
consistent permitting 
system supported by in-
creased pen-side testing 
and pre-assessment of 
premises could ensure 
trade continues from 
non-affected states or 
territories if the disease 
is detected in domestic 
pigs. 

The innovative cul-
ture within our industry 
means that APL will 
keep finding new ways 
to grow in the face of 
adversity. 

Our united front only 
strengthens our resolve 
against these ongoing 
threats. 

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE CEO

Biosecurity measures need 
continuous re-evaluation

by HEATHER CHANNON 
National Feral Pig Management

Co-ordinator

An annual operating plan is currently being drafted to deal with feral pigs. Source: Central West LLS
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2021

MAY 25-27 – Alltech ONE Ideas 
Conference (Virtual Event)  
www.one.alltech.com

AUG tbc – Kingaroy Baconfest  
www.kingaroybaconfest.com.au

SEP 7-10 – International Animal 
Production Show   www.feriazaragoza.
com/figan-2021

NOV 15-18 – Australasian Pig Science 
Association (APSA) Conference  
www.apsa.asn.au

NOV 21-23 – AVAMS21, Gold Coast  
www.avams2020.com.au
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Piglet survival month

Meat processors support RSPCA welfare standards

PRE-WEANING mor-
tality is a major cause of 
production loss on farm 
and reduces both the ef-
ficiency and profitability 
of the industry. 

In recent years, Aus-
tralian Pork Limited has 
supported research into 
reducing pre-weaning 
mortality, and each week 
during April, we used the 
APL Update e-newsletter 
to promote three different 
opportunities.
Best practice fostering

Around 80 percent of 
piglet losses occur in the 
first 72 hours after far-
rowing and are often due 
to a lack of colostrum. 

Mortality rises with in-
creasing litter size and 
as such piglets will often 
need to be fostered to en-
sure they survive. 

Guidelines for Fostering 
Getting the ‘One per 
centers’ right is a manual 
that can assist farrowing-
house staff in the everyday 
tasks, which impact the 
successful fostering of 
piglets. 

Several key recommen-
dations are:

• Keep the piglets warm 
– if they’re cold, they will 
be less likely to reach a 
teat and attach properly, 

thus decreasing their co-
lostrum intake

• In large litters, it may 
be necessary to foster pig-
lets to ensure there is not 
too much competition for 
teats and therefore colos-
trum – this is the only time 
fostering should occur, 
it should not happen to 
create litter uniformity

• Fostering works best 
when carried out in the 
first 24 hours during lac-
tation and care should be 
taken when selecting nurse 
or foster sows, they should 
be parity one to three, have 
at least 12 well-formed 
and functional teats, be 
well-natured, in good 
body condition and have 
looked after their own pigs 
well – if gilts must be se-
lected, they should receive 

as many piglets as they 
have teat capacity for.
Using CLA in gilt diets 
to improve piglet sur-
vival

Gilt progeny are born 
lighter and may have 
compromised protective 
immunity compared to 
progeny born to multipa-
rous sows. 

Previous research has 
shown feeding conjugated 
linoleic acid to gilts in lac-
tation may improve pre-
weaning survival rates. 

In the research trial, it 
was found that:

• The ideal feeding 
strategy for a CLA-based 
top dress in gilt diets is 
0.2 percent total CLA iso-
mers, fed one week prior 
to farrowing – this costs 
about $0.30 per litter

• Including CLA in gilt 
diets as a top dress can de-
crease pre-weaning mor-
tality by up to 1.1 percent

• Additionally, CLA can 
improve piglet average 
daily gain by up to 7g a 
day per piglet, or by 6.8kg 
for the entire litter by day 
19

• Feeding CLA 
throughout lactation does 
not further improve repro-
ductive performance or 
pre-weaning performance 
of progeny – it is not rec-
ommended to feed CLA 
more than 0.2-0.8 percent 
of the daily ration or for 
longer than one week prior 
to farrowing.
Improving piglet sur-
vival and growth with 
creatine and caffeine

Adding creatine to gilt 
diets can improve piglet 
vitality and reduce pre-
foster mortality. 

This project is aimed to 
determine whether caf-
feine and creatine supple-
mentation in the lead up 
to farrowing would reduce 
stillbirths, increase piglet 
viability at birth and im-
prove pre-weaning growth 
and survival. 

It was found that:
• Adding 75g of cre-

atine to gilt diets each 

day for five days prior to 
farrowing can decrease 
pre-foster mortality in gilt 
litters, resulting in an in-
creased suckled litter size 
24 hours post-birth

• Adding 3g per day of 
caffeine to gilt and sow 
diets each day for three 
days prior to farrowing 
can decrease total mor-
tality between birth and 
day 21, and increase the 
weight of gilt litters on 
day 21

• Combining both sup-
plements is not beneficial 
and may even have nega-
tive effects

• Given the relationship 
between piglet viability 
and sow crushing be-
haviours in low confine-
ment farrowing housing, 
creatine supplementation 
may be applicable to those 
systems.

For technical infor-
mation on any of these 
topics, contact Dr Re-
becca Athorn at rebecca.
athorn@australianpork.
com.au

For a copy of the final 
reports, manuals or related 
factsheets, contact Rachael 
Bryant at rachael.bryant@
australianpork.com.au

The theme for May will 
be feeding weaners. 

THE RSPCA has rec-
ommended the develop-
ment of national animal 
welfare standards and 
guidelines for Austral-
ia’s livestock processing 
plants.

A detailed report and 
map released by the 
RSPCA highlights the 
existing animal welfare 
regulation for Australian 
meat processors and the 
need for greater transpar-
ency.

The report made 13 rec-
ommendations, including 
priority be given to the 
development of standards 
and guidelines to replace 
the Model Code, last up-
dated in 2000.

The Model Code covers 
all livestock processing 
plants, however is not 
mandatory in most areas.

It is in urgent need of 
replacing with contem-

porary animal welfare 
standards in abattoirs, 
poultry processors and 
knackeries – applicable to 
poultry, pigs, cattle, sheep, 
goats, horses, deer, buf-
falo, camels, alpaca and 
donkeys.

“There is little to no 
transparency around an-
imal welfare standards or 
auditing of slaughtering 
establishments, especially 
in domestic abattoirs and 
knackeries,” the report 
said.

“When issues are raised 
and investigations insti-
gated, such as following 
the release of undercover 
footage of animal cruelty 
or poor practices, in most 
jurisdictions there is no 
public reporting of the 
outcomes of investiga-
tions.

“These problems exist 
at a time of increasing 

public concern about live-
stock production, trans-
port and slaughter, and 
the regular publication of 
footage of poor practice 
at Australian abattoirs, 
poultry processors and 
knackeries.”

The Australian Meat In-
dustry Council supplied 
the RSPCA report with 
technical feedback and 
supports the RSPCA’s 
recommendation for the 
Federal Government 
to develop as a priority, 
national animal welfare 
standards.

AMIC chief executive 
officer Patrick Hutch-
inson said animal welfare 
is fundamental to the op-
eration of meat processing 
plants and that AMIC is 
committed to proper, 
stringent and accountable 
animal welfare practices 

Producer Relations

by RACHAEL BRYANT

RSPCA Australia chief scientist Dr Bidda Jones said 
the report and scorecard shone a spotlight on sig-
nificant gaps in animal welfare regulation across the 
processing industry.* continued P4
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Now you can buy the best heater in the market, along with any parts, at the best 
possible price direct from the manufacturer, AGCO Grain & Protein.

Hired-Hand heaters have been the trusted market leader in climate control systems  
within pig operations for over 40 years. 

The Super-Saver 225XL is known as the most efficient, rugged, best performing and 
trouble-free heaters in Australia. They are AGA Certified plus feature direct spark ignition, 
and at 225,000 BTU the Super-Saver can meet the needs of any agricultural operation.

BUY THE SUPER-SAVER 
225XL HEATER AND PARTS 
DIRECT TO SUPER SAVE

CONTACT AGCO GRAIN & PROTEIN 
FOR ALL YOUR PIG EQUIPMENT NEEDS. 

Thanks to AGCO Grain & Protein you could win yourself 
the best pig heater on the market by entering your 
details at www.hiredhand.com.au 

The heater prize package is valued at $1,490* so don’t delay 
and enter today. Winning a Super-Saver 225XL heater means 
you’ll be able to maintain consistent temperature control and 
optimal growing conditions in your piggery.

*Please see the website www.hiredhand.com.au for full competition terms and conditions.

WIN A SUPER-SAVER 
225XL HEATER.

$1,490*PRIZE 
VALUE INCL. GST

P: (03) 9313 0313 
E: ANZpigequipment@agcocorp.com 

W: agcograinandprotein.com.au

With distribution warehouses found in  
Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth we can  
quickly and easily deliver to your farm.

http://www.porknews.com.au
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•  External thermal and single 
layer blinds

• Stock drafting curtains
•  Canvacon, Landmark Tearstop 

and Titan fabrics

• Frame guard felt tape
• Thermal blankets
• Shade cloth systems
• Aluminium lock strips
• Ratchet systems and webbing

FREE onsite

measure &

consultation

Eco shelter replacement  
covers and securing systems

T  1300 059 003  M  0429 574 963

E  rod@polytex.net.au  W  polytex.net.au

FROM
THIS

TO
THIS

LIFELONG meat-eaters 
such as myself are in-
creasingly being put to 
the sword by self-opin-
ionated types – most of 
whom claim to subscribe 
to values and under-
standings they believe 
escape the likes of me.

Those types are a mixed 
bunch and include rabid 
animal activists, vegan 
vigilantes, self-righteous 
vegetarians and occa-
sionally even quite rea-
sonable flexitarians.

Indeed, my life partner 
is a lifelong vegetarian 
and yoga practitioner – 
albeit she will very oc-
casionally tolerate a little 
seafood when in a stir 
fry, as a flexitarian ex-
ample. 

I make the point here 
that she’s a lifelong 
‘vego’ because I think we 
all see and hear too much 
and too often from many 
‘vegoes’ – but more so 
vegans, who are all about 
the fashionable fad rather 
than the conscious life-
style commitment.

She’s sensibly never 
tried too hard to change 
my ways. 

Balance is better.
In return, I happily 

enjoy her vegetarian cur-
ries and such, and when, 
back in the day, I would 
join her on her yoga-
teaching retreats to Bali, 
I’d comfortably succumb 
to a few laid-back days in 
Ubud eating nothing but 
vegetarian. 

Of course, such dishes 
there are yummy, healthy 
and cheap.

If out and about and I 
stumbled across an irre-
sistible Balinese suckling 
pig dish, I simply went 
for it.

As I’ve grown older (I 
can’t bring myself to say 
matured…), and despite 
a professional lifetime 
working with and advo-
cating for meat producers, 
protein manufacturers 
and marketers of all per-
suasions, I now concede 
that eating a little less 
meat – particularly red 
meat – is probably a good 
thing for one’s health.

However, I must say I 

am increasingly disen-
chanted by the subtle but 
often overt preaching that 
occasionally comes the 
way of meat-eaters from 
the supposedly ‘enlight-
ened’ non-carnivorous.

If and when allowed the 
free air to get a word in 
when such a debate is 
steaming ahead, I often 
resort to saying simply 
that we meat-eaters typi-
cally don’t preach and 
try to convert those who 
don’t partake. 

Why would we or why 
should we?

Industry service organi-
sations funded by protein 
producers to promote the 
interests of meat con-
sumption and its market 
uptake do that job, as 
well they should. 

Meat-eaters don’t need 
my help.

In the eyes of the anti-
carnivore, the words 
meat and meat-eater 
have almost become 
synonymous with those 
of murder, gluttony and 
power (over animals).

On the other hand, most 
vegans promote them-
selves as healthier, more 
enlightened, maybe even 
more civilised and per-
haps purer… the list does 
go on.

I simply can’t and 
won’t stomach the self-
righteousness, bellig-
erent chest thumping and 
finger pointing that all 
too often occurs.

Surely, we can all agree 
that all human bodies 
need protein.

If we don’t take enough 
in through our diet, 
our bodies will begin 
breaking down muscle 
and tissue to make up 
for it. 

That is clearly not a 
good thing.

We also need protein 
to produce enzymes and 
carry oxygen to our tis-
sues.

I recall reading some-
where that low protein 
can cause weight gain 
and that being deficient 
in vitamin B12 or co-
balamin – which is a 
common occurrence in 
vegans and vegetarians – 
might be a risk factor for 
coronary artery disease.

Pork, however, stacks 
up well on these fronts 
and might help us mount 
a defence when chal-
lenged.

Research from multiple 
Pork CRC projects, from 
2005 to 2019 under its 
Healthy Pork Consump-
tion program, showed no 
adverse effects of fresh 
pork consumption.

More to the point, it 

showed fresh pork con-
sumption may help with 
cardio-metabolic health 
and blood-pressure man-
agement of Type 2 dia-
betes, weight loss and 
preservation of cognition 
as part of a healthy di-
etary pattern. 

According to Project 
3B-114 leader Dr Karen 
Murphy of the University 
of Adelaide, including 
fresh lean pork in a 
healthy dietary pattern in 
moderation fits with the 
latest dietary guidelines 
for good health.

That project was all 
about developing a 
‘healthy pork’ resource 
for use by consumers, 
health professionals and 
regulatory bodies, and 
summarising and dissem-
inating Pork CRC human 
nutrition research.

Surely maintaining a 
healthy body, a sound 
mind and a maybe even 
a happy soul is about bal-
ance.

Introducing judgment 
into everything is simply 
not necessary.

To understand some-
one’s intention, we’d have 
to fully understand them, 
which is simply not pos-
sible.

Sorry, but I still struggle 
to fully understand vegan 
vigilantes. 

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness 

Public Relations Skills that will 

build your business, enhance 

your brand, promote your 

products and sell your services, 

all backed by unsurpassed 

professionalism, experience  

and track record.

Contact Brendon Cant 

M  0417 930 536   E  brendon@iinet.net.au

A rare site in Ubud Bali but a welcome one for a ‘retreating’ meat-eater.

Associate Professor of Nutrition and Dietetics at 
the University of Adelaide Karen Murphy is also an 
accredited practicing dietitian and sports dietitian 
with private practice experience.

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT

Meat-eaters put to the sword

across the supply chain.
“AMIC strongly agrees 

with the report recom-
mendation to develop a 
national animal welfare 
standard to replace the 
Model Code as a priority,” 
Mr Hutchinson said.

“AMIC participated in 
the development of the in-
itial draft standards under 
NSW leadership and, for 
several years, AMIC has 
pursued both federal and 
state regulators to pro-
gress the development of 
the Australian Animal 
Welfare Standards and 
Guidelines for Livestock 
at Processing Establish-
ments to implementa-
tion.”

RSPCA Australia chief 
scientist Dr Bidda Jones 
said the report and score-
card shone a spotlight on 
significant gaps in animal 
welfare regulation across 
the processing industry.

“For a long time, the 
RSPCA has been con-
cerned about the differ-

ences in how Australian 
slaughtering establish-
ments are regulated be-
tween states and territo-
ries, and what this means 
for the welfare of animals 
at those facilities,” Dr 
Jones said.

“Voluntary industry 
standards that go above 
minimum regulatory re-
quirements can improve 
animal welfare outcomes 
when they’re in place.

“But the public should 
be able to have confi-
dence that all animals in 
Australia are handled and 
slaughtered humanely.

“With the current regu-
latory system, having that 
confidence is not always 
possible.”

Dr Jones said the report 
and scorecard examine 
seven key measures: 
animal welfare require-
ments, audit frequency, 
auditor training, over-
sight, CCTV use, com-
pany training and trans-
parency.

“One thing is clear from 

this report, and that is that 
in many areas – such as 
CCTV use – there’s still a 
long way to go before we 
can say that all animals 
slaughtered at Australian 
abattoirs, poultry proces-
sors and knackeries are 
handled and killed hu-
manely,” Dr Jones said.

“There’s a lot the public 
doesn’t know about an-
imal welfare in Australian 
slaughtering establish-
ments – including even 
how many animals are 
being slaughtered.

“We urge government 
and industry to take note 
of this report and score-
card. 

“The resumption of pro-
gress on the development 
of the Australian Animal 
Welfare Standards and 
Guidelines for Livestock 
at Processing Establish-
ments provides a crucial 
opportunity to put in 
place measures to genu-
inely improve animal wel-
fare and meet the commu-
nity’s expectations.” 

Meat processors support 
RSPCA welfare standards
* from P2
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AS COVID-19 restric-
tions eased around Aus-
tralia, the Australian Pork 
Limited team seized the 
opportunity to get back 
on the road and reconnect 
with its producers over in-
dustry priorities. 

The roll out of the ‘Pork 
in Forum’ continued to 
build a shared vision for the 
pork industry, by sharing 
information, prioritising re-
sources and enabling adop-
tion of new technology for 
business. 

The forums were held 
in conjunction with state 
farming and pork organisa-
tions joined by nearly 200 
producers, vets and del-
egates across South Aus-
tralia, Western Australia, 
NSW, Victoria, Queensland 
and online.

With biosecurity front of 
mind for the industry, the 

APL team shared updates 
on the evolving global ASF 
situation and the implica-
tions for Australia. 

Dr Lechelle Van Breda 
presented best practice 
guidelines for ASF preven-
tion, developed with the 
ASF technical committee 
over the past two years. 

As part of this, the team 
consulted with attendees 

on proposed changes to the 
Australian Pork Industry 
Quality Assurance Pro-
gram standards, generated 
out of the 2019 APIQ major 
review. 

The changes to the bios-
ecurity module are aimed 
at strengthening industry’s 
preparedness for a biose-
curity event or emergency 
animal disease incursion. 

Feedback received on 
these changes is currently 
being collated to help fi-
nalise the standards for im-
plementation in the second 
half of 2021. 

Producers showed interest 
in receiving support to im-
plement the PigPass app, 
which is now ready to be 
rolled out across Australia. 

The mobile national 
vendor declaration system 
allows producers to gen-
erate paperless NVDs with 
contactless transfer via 
Bluetooth to transporters 
and processors. 

The app provides a faster 
traceability method, re-
porting animal movements 
in real time to improve in-
dustry integrity and respon-
siveness. 

Incoming APL general 
manager of research and in-
novation Dr Rob Smits also 
joined the forums to share 
five innovative practices 
designed to deliver more 
investment value back onto 
the farm. 

These included opti-
mising sow energy intakes, 
the case for biogas, training 
staff with Prohand, genetic 
advancements and the evi-
dence behind post-cervical 
artificial insemination. 

To find out how to 
adopt these strategies on 
your property contact rob.
smits@australianpork.com.
au 

A copy of the online 
forum is available to APL 
members in the members 
portal at australianpork.
com.au 

WESTERN Aus-
tralian Pork Producers 
Association president 
Graeme Dent said that 
while current pork 
prices weren't the 
highest they had been, 
they were still reason-
able.

“We are certainly get-
ting up there,” Mr Dent 
said.

“The prices are pretty 
bullish but of course 
they have to be because 
you compare the price 
that we are getting 
against beef and sheep 
at the moment – it is 
still a pretty cheap meat 
for the consumer.”

Mr Dent said 
COVID-19 had an im-
pact on the supply chain 
with state and interna-
tional border restric-
tions and restaurant clo-
sures hitting the pork 
industry hard.

“As soon as COVID-19 
came along in May bor-
ders were shut, restau-
rants were shut and the 
industry nearly fell back 
to where it was,” Mr 
Dent said.

“When you are relying 
on air freight and planes 
aren't able to fly, it is a 
bit of a problem.

“If 10 to 15 percent 
of your market is going 
to Singapore and that is 
closed and 25 percent 
of your product is going 
into the restaurant 
trade, which has also 
closed, all of a sudden 
you've lost 35 percent.

“And that all had to hit 
the freezers.

“The freezers in May 

and June were right 
to the point of being 
chock-a-block full.

“Once the restaurants 
started to open again, 
they were able to slowly 
clear that backlog.”

Mr Dent said while 
government assistance 
was available for ag-
ricultural exports, the 
cost for flying product 
out of Perth was about 
twice the price than 
what it was from the 
eastern states.

He added that sending 
a product by sea freight 
depleted shelf-life pork, 
which made exporting 
difficult because im-
porters wanted a chilled 
fresh product.

Despite the chal-
lenges, there had been 
an increased demand in 

the domestic market off 
the back of COVID-19.

With freight disrup-
tions across the world, 
companies that have 
been importing meat 
haven't been able to 
import as much meat 
either.

“A little bit more of 
our product has been 
going into smallgoods, 
including ham and 
bacon,” Mr Dent said.

“Eighty-five percent 
of that meat is imported 
anyway and we don't 
need much of a swing 
for those guys to buy 
a bit of our product to 
keep us ahead.

“We aren't asking 
them to switch right 
over, but we are hoping 
they will use a bit more 
local product.” 

Pork prices are still bullish

Victorian Country Hour host Warwick Long, Australian Pork Limited chief executive 
officer Margo Andrae, Producer and Victorian Farmers Federation president Tim 
Kingma and Victorian Farmers Federation chief executive officer Jane Lovell at the 
‘Pork in Forum’ in Bendigo.

Protection and Profit
from START to FINISH

Porcilis®  PCV
Long-term PCV2 immunity for 
performance and profit 

  A single vaccination  
(2 mL) to pigs from  
3 weeks of age*

  Rapid onset of immunity 
with long-term protection

  Reduces viral load and 
shedding

 Reduces mortality*

 Reduces weight loss*

  Increases average daily 
weight gain*

*  During the fattening period. Refer to registered product label for full claim details.  
Refer to Technical brochure for details of trial data.

Intervet Australia Pty Limited trading as MSD Animal Health  ABN 79 008 467 034 
Free Call 1800 033 461  www.msd-animal-health.com.au
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Communications

by ELYSE DENMAN

Industry consultation  
rolls out around Australia
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THE pork industry has 
called on pig farmers 
to boost their biosecu-
rity measures after Af-
rican swine fever and 
foot and mouth disease 
virus fragments were 
again detected in pork 
products seized at Aus-
tralia's international 
mail centres.

FMD is a highly conta-
gious viral disease that 
affects cloven-hoofed 
animals including buf-

falo, pigs, cattle, sheep, 
deer, camels and goats.

Studies have estimated 
a large multi-state out-
break of foot and mouth 
disease in Australia 
could result in economic 
losses of $50 billion over 
10 years. 

An outbreak of African 
swine fever could cost 
Australia $1.5 to $2 bil-
lion over five years.

Minister for Agri-
culture, Drought and 
Emergency Management 

David Littleproud said 
FMD could spread rap-
idly. 

Cattle were most sus-
ceptible, though pigs 
transmitted the disease 
fastest.

“While these results do 
not confirm live infec-
tious virus is present, it 
is a reminder that we 
need everyone to be 
more vigilant,” Minister 
Littleproud said.

“It is more important 
than ever that people do 
the right thing and don’t 
bring, mail or import 
illegal pork or animal 
products into Australia.

“Proudly, we've al-
ready cancelled 14 visas 
of people who failed to 
declare at our airports. 

“Their visas have been 
cancelled for three years, 
and we've also lifted the 
penalties from $444 on 
the spot, to $2,664.

“For large importers, 
it's over $1 million and 
the potential of 10 years 
jail.

“These findings high-
light the need for Aus-
tralia’s livestock indus-
tries to maintain high 
biosecurity standards. 

“Practices such as il-
legal swill feeding have 
the potential to bring 
these diseases into their 
farms.”

Australian Meat In-
dustry Council’s Patrick 

Hutchinson said both 
farmers and the general 
community needed more 
education about swill 
feeding – feeding food 
scraps that have been 
in contact with meat to 
pigs.

“That is a requirement 
of the regulators and the 
department of agricul-
ture in each state,” Mr 
Hutchison said.

“The power that could 
provide cannot be under-
estimated.”

It doesn’t matter if 
someone owned one pig 
or 100 – the threat of a 
biosecurity breach was 
equally serious.

“People need to recog-
nise that they're part of 
a total supply chain, be-
cause bigger operations 
have had issues just as 
much as smaller opera-
tions have and it affects 
everyone, regardless 
of size,” Mr Hutchison 
said.

“I worked in the agri-
culture industry in Ire-
land 20 years ago when 
FMD actually broke 
out, and I can tell you 
that it shut down the 
community in Ireland 
the very same way that 
COVID-19 has.

“It's not just an issue 
that impacts the rural 
industry, it actually im-
pacts the entire commu-
nity.” 

Ramped up biosecurity measures 
as illegal pork imports increase

FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

CONTACT:

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby
Ph (07) 4662 4333

A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

PTY
LTDSOYA FEEDS

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

SFMCA 
FeedSafe 
Accredited

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal

Meat industry leaders are urging pig farmers not to feed their animals meat-con-
taminated produce, due to biosecurity risks. (ABC Rural: Tom Edwards)

Officers seize raw and cooked pork products at Sydney Airport. (Source: 
Australian Border Force)

n Education needed on swill feeding

http://www.porknews.com.au
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A NEW pork eating 
quality program is being 
developed in collabora-
tion with Australia Pork 
Limited and the industry 
to optimise positive pork 
eating experiences for 
consumers. 

By 2025, the industry 
aims to reduce failure 
rates to only 13 percent by 
improving key measures 
identified by consumers. 

Muscle pH is currently 
being measured at var-
ious abattoirs to develop 
insights into what makes 
high eating quality pork. 

As muscle pH influences 
how much water meat 
holds, pH is an important 
predictor of yield, colour, 
drip loss and quality. 

The relationship between 
muscle pH and muscle 
temperature decline is 
also important to manage 
for optimal eating quality. 

Baseline pH levels for 
industry have been deter-
mined as part of a na-
tional audit, indicating the 
Australian pork industry 
is well placed, with op-
portunities to improve pH 
even further. 

Variance detected be-
tween supply chains may 
be due to variation in 
husbandry, housing, ge-
netics, transport times and 
lairage times.

A need for consistent 
carcass pH testing across 
abattoirs has led to the 
development of an on-
line training module for 
quality assurance man-
agers and officers at Aus-
tralian pork processing 
plants. 

The training program 
includes information on 
pH, the role it plays in 
determining the eating 
quality of pork and how to 
measure pH correctly. 

This online training can 
be accessed freely from 
MINTRAC’s website. 

In addition, a two-fold 
literature review of mem-
orable eating experience 
was conducted to further 
understand pork eating 
quality. 

A systematic literature 
review was initially con-
ducted to determine the 
science associated with 
pork eating experience. 

Artificial intelligence 
technologies were then 
used to collect around 3 
million social media con-
versations about pork and 
identify factors associated 
with positive dining expe-
riences among consumers. 

This process firmed up 
new opportunities and 
priorities for research to 
improve the eating experi-
ence. 

One of the factors most 
frequently responsible for 
a poor pork eating experi-
ence was a smell or taste 
from non-castrated male 
pigs once they reach pu-
berty. 

Research into ‘boar 
taint’ has indicated that 
immunocastration may 
effectively eliminate this 
undesirable sensory expe-
rience. 

APL has requested pro-
posals to conduct a com-
prehensive cost benefit 
analysis of pork produc-
tion with entire males 
versus immunocastrated 

males, taking into account 
the monetary effects of 
both production sys-
tems, while considering 
pre-slaughter and post 
slaughter parameters. 

As a way to accurately 
measure eating quality 
contributors identified 
during our research, new 
objective technologies 
such as nuclear magnetic 
resonance and hyperspec-
tral imaging were being 
tested. 

This project contributes 
to a research partner-
ship in order to achieve 
the objectives for the 
overarching project, ‘Ad-
vanced measurement 

technologies for globally 
competitive Australian 
meat’ by the Department 
of Agriculture, Water and 
the Environment.

Draft Australian pork 
eating experience quality 
guidelines have been de-
veloped to address known 
factors that lead to nega-
tive eating experiences in 
pork. 

Consultation will be 
rolled out soon, with in-
dustry to finalise con-
tent of these guidelines, 
helping Australian pork 
producers maximise pork 
eating quality and better 
experiences for the con-
sumer. 

Kym Miller 0439 066 054 
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill Steinborner 0499 009 293 
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Kate Parry 0448 340 619 
kate@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693 
ben@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923

For all your livestock needs

Provides high quality products.

Delivered on time.

At competitive pricing.

Supported by the best

available technical  

service in animal and  

livestock nutrition.

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Pork Integrity

by DR VAIBHAV GOLE

Using science to optimise a 
positive pork eating experience

A new pork eating quality program is being devel-
oped.

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://metrowest.com.au
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Delivering superior
performance in all situations
    The Seclira range is powered by the unique active 

ingredient dinotefuran poviding rapid knockdown of 
target pests

    Seclira WSG is broad spectrum insecticide providing 
a unique mode of action for fly and mosquito control 
for external agricultural buildings

    Seclira Pressurised Fly Bait’s convenient and easy 
to apply formulation is suitable for use in animal 
housing facilities

For more information on  
the Seclira range, visit  
crop-solutions.basf.com.au 
or contact your local CCD 
Representative on 1300 791 009

@basfpestcontrolau

AS the season dow-
nunder starts to get 
cooler, it could be time 
to review your far-
rowing house routines 
to make sure you’re 
giving all piglets the 
best chance of sur-
vival. 

It is the ‘one per-
centers’ that will make 
a difference to your 
farrowing house per-
formance after all and, 
only a few degrees 
below what the piglets’ 
optimal environmental 
temperature is, can 
mean a big difference 
to your bottom line. 

Of course, winter 
in Australia is hardly 
comparable to winter 
here in Denmark, but 
the principles remain 
the same – tempera-

ture changes can mean 
a difference to piglet 
survivability. 

The piglet’s rectal 
temperature two hours 
after farrowing indi-
cates its chance of sur-
vival. 

Anything below 36C 
increases the chance 
of piglet mortality sig-
nificantly. 

With a rectal tem-
perature of 36.5C, 11 
percent of the piglets 
in this Sørensen et al 
2016 study died before 
weaning. 

This number in-
creased to 39 percent 
when piglet rectal tem-
perature was between 
34-36C and 100 per-
cent mortality of pig-

lets with a temperature 
below 34C. 

Further Danish pig 
research centre studies 
have shown that addi-
tional heating during 
the farrowing pro-
cedure can increase 
piglet survivability. 

The placement of heat 
lamps around the back 
and side of the sow 
can stimulate the pig-
lets into moving into 
the creep area and 
away from the ‘danger 
zone’, whereby they 
risk being crushed by 
the sow or against the 
crate. 

The additional heat 
also helps the piglets 
dry quicker, thereby 
the piglets are less sus-
ceptible to losing too 
much energy by trying 

to regulate their body 
heat and saving that 
energy for finding a 
teat and taking in co-
lostrum, ensuring them 
the best chance of sur-
vival. 

If you see piglets that 
are newly born and not 
in their creep area – 
move them. 

Make sure that the 
areas in which the pig-
lets are laying are com-
pletely clean and dry. 

This can be a little 
harder to do in the 
colder months of year 
when the air can have a 
lot of moisture in it but 
keeping the creep dry 
can reduce the chance 
of naval infections, 
umbilical hernias and 
other such conditions 
that negatively affect 

the piglets’ growth. 
It can be a good idea 

to put down saw dust 
and drying powder or 
similar materials on 
the flooring where the 
piglets are prone to lay, 
and replenish this as 
soon as it is wet.

More recent on-farm 
studies in Denmark 
have shown that any-
thing that can help to 
insulate newborn pig-
lets prior to using too 
much energy reserves 
will increase their 
chance of surviving. 

These measures don’t 
have to be expensive – 
if additional heat from 
a lamp is not a possi-
bility, consider placing 
straw behind the sow 
when farrowing be-
gins, or even a sheet of 

cardboard or foam. 
Once farrowing has 

finished, this material 
can be removed from 
the pen. 

Small additional ac-
tions by farrowing 
house staff can help 
piglet survival when 
the weather gets colder. 

The key is to get the 
piglet dry as quickly 
as possible and provide 
enough heat and insu-
lation so that they do 
not waste precious en-
ergy reserves trying to 
stay warm. 

Encourage the piglets 
into a warm and dry 
creep and away from 
the sow to both in-
crease their body tem-
perature and keep them 
safe from the risk of 
overlaying. 

AFRICAN swine fever 
and foot and mouth dis-
ease virus fragments 
have again been detected 
in pork products seized 
at Australia’s interna-
tional mail centres, high-
lighting the significant 
risk these products pose 
for the nation. 

These findings do not 
change Australia’s FMD 
or ASF-free status.

Minister for Agriculture, 
Drought and Emergency 
Management David Lit-
tleproud said FMD was 
considered the biggest 
animal disease threat to 
Australia’s agriculture.

“An outbreak of FMD 
in Australia would lead to 
the closure of major live-
stock, beef, lamb, dairy 
and pork export markets, 
with serious economic and 
social effects in other sec-
tors, including tourism,” 
Minister Littleproud said.

“Studies have estimated 
a large multi-state out-
break of FMD in Aus-
tralia could result in eco-
nomic losses of $50 bil-
lion dollars over 10 years 
and an outbreak of ASF 
could cost Australia $1.5-
$2.03 billion dollars over 
five years.

“Pork products were 
seized at international 
mail centres in Brisbane, 
Perth, Sydney and Mel-
bourne over two two-week 
periods over the recent 
holidays.”

Overall, 24 percent of 
samples tested positive for 
ASF virus fragments and 
1 percent tested positive 
for FMD virus fragments.

In the first period of De-
cember 2020, 19 of 94 
pork samples or 20 per-
cent tested positive for 
ASF virus fragments and 
none tested positive for 
FMD virus fragments.

In the second period 
from January-February 
2020, 29 of 104 pork sam-
ples or 28 percent tested 
positive for ASF virus 
fragments and two of 104 
pork samples or 2 percent 
tested positive for FMD 
virus fragments.

“We are ready to re-

spond should ASF or 
FMD ever be detected 
here, including recently 
running simulation exer-
cises for the Australian 
pork industry,” Minister 
Littleproud said.

“The Australian Gov-
ernment has stepped up 
its biosecurity efforts 
through our $66.6 million 
ASF package, which has 
ramped up interventions 
at the border, targeted op-
erations to detect fraudu-
lently labelled imported 
product and testing more 
products.

“We have also increased 
penalties for travellers 
who do not declare high 
risk goods at the border 
and Australian Border 
Force officials can cancel 
visas and refuse entry to 
Australia for serious bios-
ecurity breaches.

“While these results do 
not confirm live infectious 
virus is present, it is a re-
minder that we need eve-
ryone to be more vigilant. 

“It is more important 
than ever that people do 
the right thing and don’t 
bring, mail or import il-
legal pork or animal prod-
ucts into Australia.

“These findings high-
light the need for Austral-
ia’s livestock industries to 
maintain high biosecurity 
standards. 

“Practices such as il-
legal swill feeding have 
the potential to bring these 
diseases into their farms.”

People visiting or re-
turning to Australia need 
to pay attention to bios-
ecurity requirements. 

Before you travel, check 
what can and cannot be 
brought into Australia.

If you are unsure about 
the biosecurity status 
of goods that you have 
brought into Australia 
or received in the mail, 
please report a biosecu-
rity concern by calling 
our See Secure Report 
hotline on 1800 798 636 
or completing the online 
reporting form at agri 
culture.gov.au/pests-dis 
eases-weeds/report#form 

Winter is coming – prepare the farrowing house

ASF and FMD found 
in pork products at 
border seizure

Nordic
News  

by ASHLEY NORVAL

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://agriculture.gov.au/pests-diseases-weeds/report#form
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The Blueprint Creep range is a selection of high quality piglet feeds 
formulated by the Alltech Lienert Australia nutritional team. 

Formulated with high levels of cooked cereals and milk powders, each 
Blueprint Creep feed supports young pigs in overcoming nutritional 

challenges and reaching their best growth potential.

Feeding Blueprint Creep can help to: 
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9 Minimise pre-weaning mortality 
9 Minimise the need of nursing sows 
9 Promote piglet weaning weights 
9 Address weaning growth checks 

http://www.porknews.com.au


Page 10 – Australian Pork Newspaper, May 2021 www.porknews.com.au

WESTERN Australia’s 
biggest pork producer 
has restarted plans for 
a multi-million dollar 
piggery development to 
harness methane from 
pig manure to produce 
power.

In 2017, Westpork se-
cured approval for the $28 
million project.

However, after a sig-
nificant downturn in the 
Australian pig market left 
pork prices at a decade-
low, further development 
was paused within 12 
months,.

Set to create 28 fulltime 
jobs and increase West-
pork’s existing annual 
production of 390,000 
head by 15 percent, the 
68,000-head piggery is 
located 32km from Moora 

in the Shire of Dan-
daragan.

Westpork chief execu-
tive officer Neil Ferguson 
said building the piggery 
would start in June, with 
the first pigs to be sold in 
September next year.

Mr Ferguson added 
Westpork had partnered 
with Advanced Energy 
Resources in using a 
buyer gas system to cap-
ture methane from pig 
manure.

He said the new pig-
gery would be powered 
by technology including 
a combination of biogas, 
wind, solar and battery 
energy storage, and AER’s 
HybriDrive pump drive 
technology.

“The local network 
would service ourselves 

and be on sold to neigh-
bouring farming prop-
erties and enterprise 
through a private distri-
bution network,” Mr Fer-
guson said.

“The surplus gas poten-
tially would be sold back 
into the grid.”

Mr Ferguson said with 
COVID-19 strongly im-
pacting supply chains, 
there was an increased de-
mand for Australian pork 
product heading into the 
processing sector.

“With beef prices being 
as high as they are, there 
are additional pork sales 
and we now have the de-

mand from our customers 
for extra pigs.”

Moora Shire president 
Tracy Lefroy said con-
firmation of Westpork’s 
newest facility allowed 
the region to further di-
versify its industry base 
and grow employment op-
portunities.

She said the new ag-
rifood industries would 
stimulate growth in the 
key public service areas 
and more broadly, com-
mercial activity in Moora.

“This truly is a genera-
tional opportunity for our 
region,” Ms Lefroy said. 

The best liquid foods pump for precise in-line dosing
WITH traditional 
pumping systems such 
as centrifugal pumps, 
there is no precision 
control of the volume 
being infused. 

Both under and over-
dosing and filling can 
lead to costly manufac-
turing mistakes.

An iconic Australian 
food manufacturer was 
focussed on improving 
the accuracy of its in-line 
dosing during food pro-
cessing. 

Additionally, its require-
ments included a liquid 
foods pump that was 
perfectly hygienic, with 
closed-hose systems and 
no lubrication or any con-
tact with the mechanical 
parts of the pump to avoid 
any potential contamina-
tion. 

Hydro Innovations was 
able to provide the ideal 
solution for this applica-
tion where hygiene-crit-
ical features were para-
mount. 

The system consisted of 

a peristaltic hose pump 
that regulated liquid flow 
to reliably deliver accu-
racy and consistency.

The food manufacturer 
installed a Ragazinni 
Rotho Peristaltic pump to 
fulfil the required func-
tions in its food manufac-
turing process.

The model it chose was 
a MOD PSF 1D, which is 
a dual pump driven by a 
single motor and gearbox.

This version allows for 
transferring small quan-
tities and for delicately 
filling and emptying con-
tainers, and other models 
can be used for gently 
transferring viscous liq-
uids into or out of vats 
and vessels.

Ragazzini hose pumps 
are ideal for bottling 
plants in which an ana-
logue signal regulates 
flow rate. 

This is because the in-
verter control regulates 
flow rate according to an 
analogue signal from the 
filler and is able to be 

controlled without sudden 
pressure changes.

In the case of the food 
manufacturer, the most 
important benefit was that 
the Ragazzini Rotho Peri-
staltic pump improved 
the finished quality of its 
foods due to the precise 
in-line dosing capabili-
ties, ensuring the accurate 
addition of specified ad-
ditives and enzymes.

The Ragazzini hose 
system ensures complete 
protection from oxygen, 
or gas can be injected in 
pre-established quantities 
if required in the produc-
tion line.

The Ragazzini pumps 
are the most versatile and 
gentlest available on the 
market. 

The opening and 
closing movement of the 
tube is static, without the 
grinding effect of other 
types of pump. 

The pumped product is 
therefore not damaged in 
any way and is usually 
transferred at a slower 

rate to create the gentlest 
way currently available. 

A wide variety of viscos-
ities from liquid to thick 
pastes can be pumped 
using these pumps, and 
the homogeneity of the 
mass is guaranteed by the 
delicacy of the pumping 
action.

Owners of a Raga-
zzini pump do not have 
to worry about contami-
nation or mess when a 
hose needs replacing, as 
there is no lubricant or 
oil-filled casing. 

The oil-free casing 
means a much easier 
clean up if a problem 
does occur, and all Ra-
gazzini peristaltic pumps 
are fitted with a leak de-
tector that can stop the 
pump and send an alarm 
if a hose does fail, mini-
mising the loss and con-
tamination of the valuable 
product.

Replacing hoses is a 
clean and easy task. 

There are hoses to suit 
a diverse range of appli-

cations in stock at our 
Sydney warehouse. 

Another benefit of these 
versatile pumps is that 
they are seal-less and can 
run in reverse for tank 
filling and emptying 
tasks. 

The pumps can even 
be left unattended due to 
their dry running capa-
bility.

Ragazzini Rotho Peri-
staltic pumps are used in 
a myriad of applications 
including wastewater, 
water filtration plants, 
food, wine and juice 
manufacturing, dosing, 
sampling, even medicine 
– anywhere mechanical 
contact with the pumped 
liquid or product must be 
avoided.

Hydro Innovations is 
proud to be the Australian 
distributor for the high-
quality Rotho Peristaltic 
hose pumps manufac-
tured by the Ragazzini 
Pump company in Italy. 

Our peristaltic pumps 
blend high performance 

with low maintenance, 
ensuring you get the most 
out of your long-term in-
vestment. 

For more information, 
visit hydroinnovations.
com.au or call 02 9898 
1800. 

An iconic Australian food manufacturer installed a 
Ragazinni Rotho Peristaltic MOD PSF 1D pump to 
fulfil the required functions in its production process.

Westpork project plans to 
produce power from methane

Neil Ferguson

Tracey Lefroy

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://hydroinnovations.com.au
http://hydroinnovations.com.au
http://austwaste.com.au
http://hydroinnovations.com.au/pf
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ALL things environ-
ment remain a top pri-
ority for the Australia 
Pork Limited policy 
team, with significant 
implications for pro-
ducers around waste 
management and land 
use. 

In March, APL col-
laborated with the Vic-
torian Farmers Federa-
tion to provide a sub-
mission to the Victorian 
Government on its new 
waste and resource re-
covery determinations. 

The proposed stand-
ards are aimed at re-
ducing unnecessary reg-
ulatory barriers for re-
cycled materials in Vic-
toria by using industry 
best practice guidelines, 
a move supported by 
APL and the VFF. 

The submission rec-
ommended the use of 
National Environmental 

Guidelines for Indoor 
and Outdoor Piggeries 
and Australian Pork In-
dustry Quality Assur-
ance Program standards.

However, there were 
concerns that proposed 
standards for manure, 
animal wastewater and 
effluent lack clarity 
around how high-value 
piggery waste would be 
regulated. 

We also recommended 
the Environmental Pro-
tection Act 2017 be 
amended to recognise 
the high-value, low-risk 
nature of piggery waste 
products and that the 
Environmental Protec-
tion Authority engage 
directly with the pork 
industry to support 
coregulation with in-
dustry. 

At the same time, APL 
and the NSW Farmers 
Federation have come 
together to provide a 
submission to the NSW 
Government on its op-
tions for a NSW agricul-
tural land use planning 
strategy. 

Overall, we support 
the strategy on sustain-
able agriculture devel-
opment encouraging a 
whole of government 
approach to align its ex-
ecution. 

Urban encroachment 
on rural areas and com-
plaints about develop-
ment applications driven 
out of social media will 
be a major challenge to 
the strategy. 

Proposals to identify 
state strategic agricul-
tural land, monitor 
and report on its loss, 
and improve education 
and conflict resolution 

mechanisms are needed 
to overcome key chal-
lenges.

In staffing news, the 
policy team at APL 
are pleased to welcome 
Kirsty Cooper, its new 
environmental policy 
manager. 

Kirsty has extensive 
experience in natural 
resource management, 
policy and program de-
velopment and imple-
mentation in NSW. 

Kirsty brings a thor-
ough understanding 
of government legis-
lative and regulatory 
processes, which will 
support APL’s engage-
ment. 

Contact Kirsty at 
kirsty.cooper@australi 
anpork.com.au if you 
have any questions on 
environmental matters. 

ZINPRO Corpora-
tion, the leading pro-
vider of performance 
trace mineral animal 
nutrition, is com-
memorating 50 years 
of business with a 
bold rebrand that 
represents its passion 
and commitment 
for the future – ad-
vancing performance 
together.

Zinpro president and 
chief executive officer 
Rob Sheffer said, “For 
the past 50 years, cus-
tomers have relied on 
Zinpro to continually 
develop trace mineral 
products to help im-
prove animal health 
and performance.” 

“With a new brand 
identity that reflects 
our comprehensive, 
solutions-based ap-

proach, Zinpro is de-
termined to remain 
the industry leader for 
the next 50 years. 

“We are a per-
formance company 
working side-by-side 
with our customers 
and partners to achieve 
better outcomes for 
animals and people.” 

Founded in 1971 by 
Dean Anderson as a 
small organic trace 
mineral company, 
Zinpro has grown 
into a leading global 
animal nutrition solu-
tion provider for rumi-
nants, poultry, swine, 
equine, aquaculture, 
companion animals 
and even humans. 

In celebration of 
this anniversary mile-
stone, Zinpro invites 
producers and con-
sumers alike to learn 

more about how trace 
mineral nutrition 
improves the lives 
of both animals and 
people. 

Zinpro revealed its 
new brand identity 
and website to intro-
duce this bolder ap-
proach to animal nu-
trition solutions. 

“Fifty years is a 
remarkable achieve-
ment,” Mr Sheffer 
said. 

“From humble be-
ginnings, Zinpro has 
grown into the com-
pany we are today 
through scientific 
discovery to develop 
our products and con-
tinually advance our 
industry. 

“This commitment 
to proven, tested so-
lutions has helped 
us build trust with 

customers across the 
globe.”

The family-owned 
company employs a 
team of world-class 
animal scientists, has 
11 regional offices 
worldwide and sells 
its products in more 
than 70 countries 
across the globe.

Zinpro’s team of ex-
perts helps producers 
with everyday animal 
health challenges in-
cluding lameness pre-
vention and inflam-
mation management, 
while improving life-
time performance and 
productivity.

Now, Zinpro is 
bringing this same 
approach to trace 
mineral nutrition for 
people through Mend 
+ Defend, its line of 
premium nutritional 

supplements designed 
for people looking for 
gut health and immu-
nity solutions.

A key differenti-
ator, Zinpro’s perfor-
mance minerals uti-
lise a unique pathway 
for absorption – the 
amino acid trans-
porter – allowing for 
exceptional uptake. 

This discovery – and 
subsequent peer-re-
viewed research across 
species – was founda-
tional to the compa-
ny’s hard-fought suc-
cess and continues to 
create new, innovative 
solutions. 

To learn more about 
Zinpro’s animal nutri-
tion solutions and how 
Zinpro is more than 
minerals, visit zinpro.
com. 

WORLD-LEADING DETERGENT & DISINFECTANT

UNLEASH THE POWER OF CLEANING WITH KENOSAN & VIROCID

For more information visit zamira.com.au

™ ®

Pork industry speaks up on environmental policy 

Zinpro president and chief executive 
officer Rob Sheffer.

Mark these dates in your calendar

The Australasian Pig Science Association 
is pleased to announce that

the 2021 APSA Biennial Conference 
will be held at the 

Sofitel Brisbane, QLD, Australia

15th - 18th November 2021

Visit the website for more details
www.apsa.asn.au

Registrations Open Now
Registration Prices

Early bird ends 18th July 2021

Abstract submissions close 10th May

*Virtual registration available for international 
delegates

REGISTRATION 
TYPE

Early 
Bird

Full

Full 
Registration

$825.00 $1,125.00

Day 
Registration

$455.00 $555.00

Student $380.00 $430.00
Full 

Registration
$1,025.00 $1,325.00

Day 
Registration

$555.00 $655.00

Student $430.00 $480.00

APSA MEMBER

NON MEMBER

Australasian Pig Science Association (Inc)

Sofitel Brisbane, Australia

15th - 18th 
November 2021

APSA 2021
18TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

brisbane australia
Environmental  

Policy
by KIRSTY COOPER

Zinpro has grown into a leading global animal nutrition solution provider for rumi-
nants, poultry, swine, equine, aquaculture, companion animals and even humans. 

Leading animal nutrition company celebrates 50 years

http://www.porknews.com.au
mailto:kirsty.cooper%40australianpork.com.au?subject=
http://zinpro.com
http://zinpro.com
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AUSSIE Pumps have an-
nounced the introduction 
of a new Aussie GMP 6” 
heavy duty trash pump, 
designed for effluent and 
wastewater handling.

The big pump, manu-
factured from cast iron, 
offers flow up to 4160L 

per minute and it has a 
capacity to handle com-
pressible solids of 55mm 
in diameter.

The big pump will self-
prime from a vertical lift 
of 6m and is capable of re-
placing submersible pumps 
in applications as diverse 

as piggeries, sewage sta-
tions, abattoirs or any-
where wastewater needs to 
be handled in volume. 

Close coupled to top 
quality European electric 
motors, the pump is a first 
in a series of electric-drive 
6” trash pumps. 

It operates at 1450rpm 
and is powered by a 11kW 
four-pole motor.

Aussie Pumps chief engi-
neer John Hales said, “The 
engineering in this pump is 
first rate.”

“It’s unusual to see so 
much water being pro-
duced by a pump with such 
high efficiency levels.

“Being able to produce 
4160L/m from an 11kW 
motor means major sav-
ings in electricity and is a 
complement to the pump’s 
unique impeller design,” 

Mr Hales said.
Available as options to 

the standard cast iron im-
peller are the 316 stain-
less steel impellors, which 
are always recommended 
by Aussie Pumps if the 
pumped liquid is particu-
larly abrasive. 

The pump’s mechanical 
seals are silicon carbide 
with an integrated stain-
less-steel ware plate as 
standard equipment. 

Best of all, for wastewater 
applications, the new 6” 
B6XR-A/ST has a handy 
front clean-out port that 
enables the pump bowl to 
be cleared without discon-
necting pipework.

“That’s another good 
idea that we learnt from 
our self-priming trash 
engine pump range,” Mr 
Hales said.

The pump also features 
a bottom-mounted drain 
plug.

“Priming is easy,” Mr 
Hales said.

“All the operator needs 
to do is fill the pump bowl 
with water through the 
priming plug, making sure 
the suction line is airtight 
and suitably submerged.  

“Then start the motor.
“The pump requires no 

further priming aids.
“It’s that simple.”
Further information on 

the new pump range is in-
cluded in the new Aussie 
GMP comprehensive 
product selection cata-
logue.

For more information or 
to contact Aussie Pumps 
or an authorised distributor 
throughout Australia, visit 
aussiepumps.com.au 

S U S TA I N A BI L I T Y 
is imperative if we’re 
going to tackle climate 
change and recover from 
the economic crisis of 
COVID-19, according to 
Goterra founder.

Founded in 2016 by 
former sheep farmer 
Olympia Yarger, Goterra 
manages robotic insect 
farms – taking food waste 
and feeding it to a par-
ticular species of maggot, 
and turning them into a 
high-protein feed for live-
stock.

Goterra offers an attrac-
tive, cost-effective alterna-
tive to landfill by working 
with insects in small mod-
ular units to deliver waste 
management close to the 
source. 

The biological solution 
enables Goterra to manage 
a range of waste streams, 
from post-consumer food 
waste through to indus-
trial and agricultural 
waste streams. 

It also creates secondary 
revenue streams for the 
byproducts – soil condi-
tioner and insect protein.

In 2020, the startup 
bagged $8 million in 
funding, in a round led 
by agtech venture capi-
talists Tenacious Ventures 
and Grok Ventures, the 
VC fund of Atlassian co-
founder Mike Cannon-
Brookes.

The funding followed a 
challenging time for Go-
terra, and for everyone.

The startup had been 
growing at a rate of 500 
percent month-on-month, 
but Ms Yarger said the 
bushfires and then 

COVID-19 definitely 
challenged that growth.

However, the business 
is still growing at a rea-
sonable rate and even 
purposely slowed growth 
briefly, as it moved from 
its prototype plant into a 
commercial facility.

Fundamentally, Goterra 
is about managing food 
waste in an efficient and 
sustainable way, without 
damaging the environ-
ment and has been built 
around Yarger’s fierce 
passion for combating 
climate change and pro-
tecting the environment.

Its focus is on educating 
and developing opportu-
nities to establish region-
ally based insect farms by 
providing resources, men-
toring and referral on the 
many ways insect farming 
can be successfully inte-
grated into existing re-
gional and agricultural 
ecosystems.

With no arable land re-
quired and less than 1L of 
water per kilo of protein 
– and efficient consumers 
of food and agricultural 
wastes – insect farming 
is an exciting opportu-
nity for regionally based 
people who are interested 
in farming but cannot af-
ford to invest in a conven-
tional farming enterprise.

An emerging industry, 
insect farming is a vehicle 
to manage waste streams 
and is a viable and sus-
tainable protein for aqua-
culture, pork, poultry and 
pets.

For more information, 
visit goterra.com.au 

Aussie’s new 6” motor pump

Digestarom® DC 
provides crystal clear benefits 
for your animals and your  
operation.
 
• Latest innovation in phytogenics   
 for improved feed intake

• Triple action formulation  
for better performance 

 
• Unique Biomin® Duplex  

Capsule technology for  
optimized feed conversion

www.thefeedconverter.com

Digestarom® DC 
The Feed Converter ®

Northern Australia - Bruce Hunt 0499 171 010
Southern Australia - Kate Henne 0499 287 710
Tel: +61 2 9872 6324
office.australia@biomin.net

DIGESTAROM is a registered trademark of BIOMIN Holding GmbH ( IR-681524). 
BIOMIN ( IR-509692) and The Feed Converter (AT-292729) are registered trademarks of Erber Aktiengesellschaft.

Naturally ahead

■ Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au 

2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 ABN 11 003 543 548                 Mobile: 0437 431 901 

Victoria: Ben Slots  Phone: (03) 9462 4266 
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mobile: 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

Aussie Pump’s new 6” trash pump has an appetite for 
solids in suspension.

Insect farms turning 
maggots into feed

Olympia Yarger, Goterra founder.

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://aussiepumps.com.au
http://goterra.com.au
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WORLD-LEADING DETERGENT & DISINFECTANT
POWERFUL, COST-EFFECTIVE COMBINATION FOR AGRICULTURAL ENVIRONMENTS

For more information visit zamira.com.au

Biosecurity underpins disease control and saves money
IN a world awash with 
COVID-19, words such 
as lockdown, quarantine, 
isolation, testing and 
tracing are abundant.

Washing hands, social 
distancing, sneezing and 
coughing behaviours and 
group sizes are terms now 
well understood in the 
context of human disease 
spread. 

In a pig world awash 
with African swine fever, 
these same words are rec-
ognised in a biosecurity 
context through many 
years of avoiding serious 
diseases.

Australian pork pro-
ducers are conscious of 
the need for high stand-
ards of external biosecu-
rity. 

The value of external 
fences, single source 
supply, controlled en-
trances and load out are 
recognised.

Businesses once free of 
mycoplasma know the im-
pact on their output when 
that disease finds a way 
in. 

At a national level, in the 
1990s the pork industry 
prevailed upon the Com-
monwealth to halt the im-
portation of frozen semen 

from Canada and Norway 
to prevent the introduc-
tion of porcine reproduc-
tive and respiratory syn-
drome. 

Currently, the global 
spread of African swine 
fever places pressure on 
producers everywhere to 
be mindful of the external 
biosecurity risk of feral 
pigs, the danger of feeding 
human food scraps and 
the hazards of contami-
nated pig transport vehi-
cles.

Staff on pig farms live 
internal biosecurity every 
day through practised far-
rowing house hygiene rou-
tines and the spotless all-
in all-out weaner houses, 
common on most farms.

Recently, the elements 
of internal and external 
biosecurity were featured 
in a webinar sponsored 
by EW Nutrition, a Euro-
pean company producing 
a range of animal feed 
supplements to support 
gut health, young animal 
nutrition and toxin risk 
management.

The EW webinar can 
be found at youtube.
com/watch?v=_BKuT_
BkEEY&t=1639s or search 
Youtube under ‘biosecu-

rity and AMR mitigation’. 
It’s worth a look.
The main speaker is 

Ghent University Pro-
fessor Jeroen Dewulf, 
who developed the UGent 
Biocheck tool.

This is a free web-based 
biosecurity measurement 
tool that has been around 
since about 2014.

Over the past few years, 
Dewulf has been re-
searching the impact of 
biosecurity on disease 
prevention and output.

Most people intuitively 
believe in the concept 
of biosecurity measures 
being worthwhile, but 
Dewulf has produced data 
from a series of farm in-
vestigations in different 
countries that show the 
dollar value of increasing 
biosecurity. 

The UGent Biocheck 
tool enables a value to 
be placed on the level of 
biosecurity.

This can be used as a 
benchmark tool between 
farms.

It can also be linked to 
improvements in output.

Across multiple farms in 
different countries across 
Europe, farm managers 
and staff were coached on 

improving biosecurity.
As a consequence, in-

ternal biosecurity scores 
were increased by 18.8 
percent and were fol-
lowed by an increase in 
pigs weaned/sow/year – 
up by 1.1, better growth 
rates – up by 7.7 grams, 
and lower post weaning 
mortality rates – down by 
0.6 percent.

The numbers are statisti-
cally significant. 

As well as improving 
performance, antimicro-
bial usage on the farms 
was reduced by about half. 

The cost of maintaining 
an effective biosecurity 
program on the pig farms 
in Dewulf’s experiment 
was about $A4.68 per sow 
per year, but the gains 
in output and reduced 
treatment costs totalled 
$A67.02 per sow and 
$A4.16 per finisher pig 
– showing again that im-
proving biosecurity saves 
money. 
Ross Cutler

PLANNING for the 
2021 Australasian Pig 
Science Association 
Conference to be held 
at the Sofitel Brisbane, 
Australia from No-
vember 15-18, is well 
underway.

Registrations for the 
biennial conference are 
now open, with early 
bird prices ending July 
18, and virtual registra-
tion is available for inter-
national delegates.

The conference incor-
porates a blend of basic 
and applied research 
covering every aspect of 
pig science.

Invited speakers at this 

year’s event include:
• Professor Lisa Collins 

– Smart agri-systems 
that work

• Dr David Renaudeau 
– Successful pig produc-
tion in a humid tropical 
climate

• Dr Fan Liu – What 
have we learnt from cur-
rent heat stress research 
in Australia?

• Ms Tanya Nowland – 
Impactful research about 
the intestinal microbiota 
in pigs

• Dr Nikki Kells – The 
five domains model and 
the positive welfare state 
in pigs

• Dr David Williams – 

A vaccine for African 
swine fever?

• Professor Richard 
Trethowan – What will 
we feed our pigs, heat 
stress impacts and adap-
tation on crop production

• Professor Anna 
Valros – Rearing pigs 
with intact tails, the 
Finnish tale

• Dr Chantal Farmer – 
The neonatal pig, devel-
opmental influences on 
vitality, postnatal growth 
and the sow

For further information 
on registration, speakers 
and program guide, visit 
apsa.asn.au or contact 
apsa@yrd.com.au 

2021 Australasian Pig Science 
Association Conference

Professor Jeroen Dewulf, who developed the UGent Biocheck tool, a free web-
based biosecurity measurement tool that has been around since about 2014.

http://www.porknews.com.au
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I AM writing to express 
my concerns, as I feel 
those at Australia Pork 
Limited are far off the 
mark when it comes 
to understanding what 
goes on in the piggery.

My farm of 600 sows 
has been running for 38 
years now.

In the middle of the 
downturn two years ago, 
we borrowed $300,000 to 
top up the overdraft.

In the end, we sold 200 
of our cows, which was 
another $300,000, just to 
stay in pigs.

This calculates to a loss 
of $40 a head on our pigs 
over the 12-month period.

Since February 2018, I 
have done eight budgets 
for our bank .

I have never been a 
person not to share my 
experiences about run-
ning pigs.

My figures year in year 
out are very constant, and 
we all know that feed is 
the cost that changes the 
most. 

Wages at my farm work 
out at $0.36/kg.

Freight, as we are 
700km away, is $0.27.

My power, as Esperance 
makes its own, is $0.08.

Semen and genetics 
work out at $0.05/kg.

The vet bills come to 
$0.05.

We home mix our feed 
and fuel is $0.05.

Our repairs and keeping 
things going for the pig-
gery and not the farm, 
work out at $0.10.

What we call our pig-
gery debt for interest is 
$0.10/kg.

So far, this comes to 
$1.06/kg. 

This is not including 
insurance, rates, book-
keeping, straw, registra-

tions and feed.
My feed for the past few 

years has sat on $2.50/kg.
Now that’s $3.56/kg it 

costs me, with nothing 
yet going towards the cost 
of living and bringing up 
three children .

If we are paying $3.50 
per pig in levies that 
equals $0.05/kg off the 
top going to APL.

Where am I going with 
this?

Please allow me to keep 
quoting you my figures 
here on my farm, as APL 
has someone doing data 
entry every week for the 
industry.

We all know that we all 
run our farms differently, 
but in the end, we are 
selling pig meat.

Esperance grows 
around 3 million tons 
of grain a year, and I 
feel sure that I do well 
buying from half a dozen 
farmers every year .

It’s only in the past 
seven years that you can 
see a big increase in the 
cost of grain, so I will go 
with that.

I have averaged $320/t 

for wheat in that period, 
$325 for lupins and $250 
for barley. 

Very affordable and 
easy to feed pigs at those 
prices. 

As pig farmers, we 
know how much the cost 
of proteins has gone up in 
that time.

For the past couple of 
years, feeding pigs, as 
you eastern states’ people 
know, is nearly unprofit-
able. 

I paid $375 for wheat, 
$500 for lupins and $320 
for barley last year and 
this year the cereals have 
come off maybe $30/t and 
lupins back by $140/t.

So, we need every 
single cent of our $4.00/
kg for our pigs.

Quoting Peter Haydon 
from the December issue 
of the Australian Pork 
Newspaper, “consider pig 
marketing options amid 
decreasing feed cost.”

As I have said, my grain 
only came back a fraction 
of the price from the year 
before. 

In actual fact, over the 
past 18 months, I have 

changed to using DSM, 
and my minerals and vi-
tamins come from NSW, 
and all my creep feed 
from Lienerts in Ad-
elaide.

At a cost of $300/t extra 
for freight to get it over 
the Nullarbor.

Quoting Kathleen Pin-
dsle in the February’s 
APN issue, “record sales 
for fresh pork”, and 
Margo our chief executive 
officer saying “a positive 
note for pork industry” in 
the same edition.

Come on, do you know 
the numbers and the 
money eastern states 
farmers are paying for 
cattle and sheep at the 
moment?

Of course, the public 
are going to be buying 
pork.

Which leads me to ask 
the question of why, in a 
town the size of Esper-
ance with 18,000 people, 
where we have only 
Woolworths and IGA, 
can’t we buy Australian 
bacon and an Aussie leg 
of ham?

I am not a computer 
person, but they say if 
you need to know some-
thing then Google it.

Well, here is my little 
bit of research... the 
Australian population in 
2010 was around 22 mil-
lion and we ate around 
20.16kg of pork per 
person.

Today, we have just over 
25 million people and eat 
20.72kg. 

This extra volume has 
very little to do with 
APL.

Now, to quote Rob Smits 
in the March edition of 
APN, “increasing repro-
ductive performance and 
productivity.”

We are increasing by 
a pig per litter every 10 
years. 

This makes sense 
looking back to when I 
started pigs – if I weaned 
eight per litter it was 
good.

At this point Rob men-
tioning no imports since 
1991 was not good, con-
sidering what happened a 
few years ago. 

We hear the same thing 
over and over, year after 
year since I started all 
those years ago.

Save feed and increase 
the sow’s performance.

When people ask me is 
there money in pigs, all 
I can say is that my pig-
gery runs on the power 
of prayer and I’m still in 
the game.

My family works hard 
and lives well.

We all do our jobs and 
try to make a difference, 
and I would like to say 
to the APL staff that are 
there on our behalf to 
bat for us – don’t forget 
the little people who wear 
the rubber boots and not 
the suits.

There are not many 
family-owned pig farms 
left, and I can feel myself 
being pushed out and re-
placed by the big players.
Stephen Hoffrichter

Live yeast for sows and piglets

Microscopic yeast, 

macroscopic effects !

LEVUCELL SB helps maintain a stable and positive microbiota and improve sow’s 
intestinal transit with less constipation in peri-partum. With optimized farrowing 
conditions and well-being, sows fed with LEVUCELL SB deliver vigorous piglets 
with a reduced risk of digestive troubles in newborn piglets.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION    SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS
T: (07) 5451 0125 | E: LAN-Aus@lallemand.com 
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

n Letters to the Editor n Letters to the Editor
It is the responsibility of those making submissions to ensure the correctness of their claims and statements. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those 
of the publisher.

View the current edition online  
as a digital flip book.

Email design@porknews.com.au  
to be notified each month when the new  

publication is available.

www.porknews.com.au

http://www.porknews.com.au


Australian Pork Newspaper, May 2021 – Page 15www.porknews.com.au

WORLD-LEADING DETERGENT & DISINFECTANT

KENOSAN & VIROCID   NOW AVAILABLE IN AUSTRALIA

For more information visit zamira.com.au

™ ®

How APRIL will tackle commercialisation
THE Australasian Pork 
Research Institute Ltd 
commercialisation advi-
sory panel, referred to as 
ACAP, was announced 
in last month’s edition of 
this publication. 

This is a new initia-
tive to preview potential 
commercialisation ideas 
and opportunities prior 
to a formal application to 
APRIL for support. 

In this article, I would 
like to expand on this 
and other areas in which 
APRIL will use the panel. 
Maximising the current 
commercial portfolio

APRIL has a number of 
existing commercial li-
cense agreements such as 
AusScan Online – feed 
grain NIR calibrations, 
Ridley SowBlock – en-
richment for sows, Piglet 
Buddy – an appetite en-
hancer for weaner pigs, 
and a quantitative poly-
merase chain reaction test 
for lawsonia intracellu-
laris. 

These agreements pro-
vide valuable industry 
tools as well as contribu-
tion to a revenue stream 

to APRIL for reinvestment 
in future APRIL activities, 
including commercialisa-
tion. 

To ensure these products 
continue to grow and meet 
market needs, the ACAP 
will review APRIL’s cur-
rent portfolio milestones 
annually and make any 
recommendations. 

The panel will also ad-
vise on intellectual prop-
erty management as new 
markets for these products 
are developed. 
Critiquing the commer-
cialisation pipeline

In recent years, APRIL 
has been working hard 
building its commercial 
pipeline, with projects 
focussing on diagnostics 
to assess the welfare and 
disease states of the pig, 
as well as the potential ap-
plication of near-infrared 

spectroscopic technologies 
to assess carcass traits and 
water quality. 

The pipeline products 
and technologies originate 
from proof-of-concept or 
innovation studies. 

The ACAP will be in-
strumental in critiquing 
a pathway for such new 
products and technologies 
through to commerciali-
sation by reviewing key 
questions, including: 

• Are the right partners 
on board?

• What are the benefits to 
the industry?

• What are the benefits to 
APRIL?

• And most importantly, 
is the technology still rel-
evant to today’s industry?
Improving the odds of 
success

The literature indicates 
that the probability of con-

verting an ‘idea’ to a suc-
cessful industry applica-
tion in the market ranges 
between 5-20 percent. 

These odds are im-
proved as the idea passes 
through each stage such as 
screening, market analysis, 
proof-of-concept, valida-
tion testing, commerciali-
sation and adoption. 

Use of the ACAP to re-
view potential commer-
cialisation opportunities 
will not only provide a 
screening process but will 

also provide the innovator 
with industry insights, 
possible barriers the idea 
will need to overcome 
and suggestions that will 
improve the pathways to 
commercialisation and 
adoption. 

The intention of the 
ACAP is to provide a 
sounding board to the in-
novator. 

The process will improve 
the odds of successful 
admissions and assist in 
maintaining a healthy in-

novative commercial pipe-
line for APRIL with ben-
efits to industry.

The panel will convene 
again next month to re-
view several interesting 
ideas that have recently 
come across my desk as 
potential commercial ap-
plications. 

These are rewarding ses-
sions for the panel and the 
innovator, with the ACAP 
having the interesting task 
of determining ‘the fit’ for 
the market and for the in-

novator looking for a green 
light.

If you have an idea for the 
ACAP or wish to discuss in 
more detail how the ACAP 
functions, contact Dr 
Charles Rikard-Bell com-
mercialisation and research 
impact manager at APRIL 
on c.rikardbell@april.org.
au or 0439 513 723. 

Any questions regarding 
commercialisation or in-
novation applications can 
also be directed to Dr 
Charles Rikard-Bell. 

Tel: 07 55 477 588 
www.vacmillsolutions.com.au

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS

SKIOLD VMS

YOUR COMPLETE SUPPLIER
of high quality piggery equipment - feeding, 
penning, ventilation & management the lot

• Australia's leading supplier of full-line pig farm equipment
• Local stock of equipment and spare parts
• Local service and support
• More than 140 years of experience, knowledge and quality
• More than 15 years servicing the local market

AusScan Early Harvest Report: March

Energy Values for Cereal Grains

2021

Barley

MaxMinMean SDMaxMinMean SD MaxMinMean SDRegion*

Broiler AMEPig Faecal DE Pig Ileal DE
MJ/Kg MJ/Kg MJ/Kg

MaxMinMean SD

Broiler AME Index

12.111.311.7 0.5612.412.312.4 10.410.010.2 0.18NSW 0.07

13.011.612.0 0.2014.112.913.3 12.410.010.7 0.30NSW1 0.16 66.27 79.1670.64 2.06

12.310.911.6 0.4012.912.112.5 10.89.410.2 0.32QLD 0.15

12.110.911.5 0.2412.712.012.4 10.79.510.1 0.23SA 0.14

13.712.313.3 11.210.010.7 0.21SA1 0.27

13.310.611.6 0.3913.611.812.4 11.99.410.2 0.35VIC 0.16

Sorghum

MaxMinMean SDMaxMinMean SD MaxMinMean SDRegion*

Broiler AMEPig Faecal DE Pig Ileal DE
MJ/Kg MJ/Kg MJ/Kg

MaxMinMean SD

Broiler AME Index

14.913.914.5 0.2514.813.814.5 12.711.111.8 0.35QLD 0.21

Triticale

MaxMinMean SDMaxMinMean SD MaxMinMean SDRegion*

Broiler AMEPig Faecal DE Pig Ileal DE
MJ/Kg MJ/Kg MJ/Kg

MaxMinMean SD

Broiler AME Index

13.913.513.7 12.311.712.0 0.16SA1 0.12

Wheat

MaxMinMean SDMaxMinMean SD MaxMinMean SDRegion*

Broiler AMEPig Faecal DE Pig Ileal DE
MJ/Kg MJ/Kg MJ/Kg

MaxMinMean SD

Broiler AME Index

12.912.612.8 0.3413.813.713.7 11.911.711.8 0.19NSW 0.11

13.211.812.7 0.2414.213.213.9 12.510.511.9 0.35NSW1 0.17 67.36 81.676.96 2.49

13.512.012.8 0.3314.013.613.7 12.311.611.8 0.18QLD 0.10

13.611.312.7 0.3313.813.213.7 12.110.911.7 0.18SA 0.10

14.313.014.1 12.511.812.3 0.15SA1 0.22

13.711.312.7 0.3214.012.513.7 12.310.611.8 0.18VIC 0.09

* Each row represents a Feed Mill in the Region, for example NSW and NSW1 represent different feed mill companies within the state.

http://www.porknews.com.au
mailto:c.rikardbell@april.org.au
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Page 16 – Australian Pork Newspaper, May 2021 www.porknews.com.au

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
rose.mcfarlane@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Rose McFarlane
Territory Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 233 227
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
timothy.dale@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Timothy Dale
Territory Manager

RUSSELL WATERS 
Sales Manager 
P:  0437 115 876  
E:  russell@maxumanimal.com 
Laverton North, VIC 3026 
maxumanimal.com 

PIGLET MILK REPLACER STOCKFEED POWDERS

MILK POWDERS 
CUSTOM BLENDS CONTRACT PACKING

Avril Grieve  0438 352 443
Tim Fulton  0431 075 972
Branko Karaconji DVM 0448 055 159
John Reeves  0412 264 497

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T:1800 814 883   F: 02 8876 0444   W: www.zoetis.com.au

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493 
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Meg Donahoo
Senior Account Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited

78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 480 499
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
andres.ardila@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Dr. Andres Ardila
Technical Services Veterinarian

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0417 730 434
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
gavin.davies@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Gavin Davies
National Sales Manager – Swine / Vet Specialty

www.feedworks.com.au

  Doug PearsonDavid Cadogan
P +61 409 049 793    P +61 408 735 185 
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au     E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au 

 Office 
P +61 3 5429 2411

Stuart Wilkinson  
P +61 414 487 882
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au 

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmontpastoralco@outlook.com

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry  
with tarpaulin  
• Shelter covers  
• Blinds • Liners  
• Thermal Covers

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 052 401  
Email: info@polytex.net.au    
www.polytex.net.au

Kate HENNE  - 0499 287 710

Darryl MEANEY - 0419 594 922

Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889

Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554

Bruce HUNT- 0499 171 010

ERBER Biotech Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139
email: office.australia@biomin.net

www.biomin.net

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia

NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

Ÿ Stainless steel covers

Ÿ 4,000 psi

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Ÿ Hot Wash & Steam 
  Cleaners to 130°C

Ÿ 240v & 415v

Ÿ Loads of features

Ÿ Aussie quality

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Come clean with steam

Alan Smith
B. Ag. Sci.

Managing Director

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
P.O. Box 1 Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale Mobile: +61 414 432 790
Victoria 3351 asmith@minitube.com.au
Australia www.minitube.com

LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151  |  aleary@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR

SUCCESS

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388  |  nlister@lallemand.com

 

    

 
 

M:
E:

Stewart Maddison
0439 648 241
stewart.maddison@zamira.com.au

FARM HYGIENE  |  PROBIOTICS  |  LIVESTOCK HEALTH

    

 

M:
E:

Colin Bennett
0408 230 351
colin.bennett@zamira.com.au

M:
E:

Andrew McKay
0412 771 998
andrew.mckay@zamira.com.au

     

Raymond Beard
M:
E:

0409 490 001
raymond.beard@zamira.com.au

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Bill Steinborner 0499 009 293

Kate Parry 0448 340 619
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693

Anke Woeckel  
Veterinarian 
Technical Advisor Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre, 
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 226 511
M 0437 010 683
F 1800 810 511
anke.woeckel@msd.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://www.gsiag.com.au
http://www.vaucluse-aps.com.au
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extra flow for fast, effective 
wash-down

Heavy duty blasters with 

02 8865 3500

 only $ +gst       

Aussie Pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Only while stocks last

Flows to 21 lpm
2,600 psi
Honda 13hp 

2,460

25%
off

Ÿ Cast iron

Ÿ Self-priming

Ÿ Big flows

Ÿ Great prices for Australian 
      Pork Limited members

Ÿ ISO 9001

Ÿ 2", 3" & 4" 
      semi trash pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Rick Carter, Ph.D.
Technical Services Manager
Pacific

Animal Nutrition and Health 
Asia Pacific

office: +02 9844 5700
mobile: +61 (0) 412 888485

fax: +02 9418 2544
rick.carter@kemin.com

kemin.com/ap_animal

Trina Parker
Country President

Kemin Australia & NZ

Animal Nutrition and Health 
Asia Pacific

office: +02 9844 5700 (AU)
0800 536 466 (NZ)

mobile: +64  274 872524

trina.parker@kemin.com

Matt Lahm (Vic)
Tel: 0437 056 369

Linda Scotts (NSW) 
Tel: 0428 972 599

Shane Nicholson (Qld) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Bruce Lockwood (Qld) 
Tel: 0400 700 559

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity  
Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231
Alltech Lienert Australia 

8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy, SA, 5371

Regional Sales Representatives 
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Vin Modra (SA) 
Tel: 0407 723 679 

www.porknews.com.au

Advertise your 
business card here
call 07 3286 1833

Phone: 07 4634 2166

F Piggery blinds
F Replacement covers
F Dam liners
F Custom made to your specifications

Email: ddt@ddt.com.au

33 Industrial Ave, Toowoomba QLD 4350

www.ddt.com.au

NATHAN DWYER
Key Account Manager

AusPac Ingredients Pty.Ltd.
Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340
Mobile  +61 (0) 429 127 599
Tel   +61 2  6762 7708
Fax  +61 2  6762 7709
Email  nathan@auspacingredients.com.au

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Laboratory ServicesACE
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

PH  : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://aussiepumps.com.au
http://www.kemin.com/ap_animal
http://www.farmmark.com.au
http://alltech.com
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Tom Harrison 0428 668 266 
Sarah Jenkin 0409 715 559 
Business Unit Managers

Amanda Vardanega 0427 011 579 
National Accounts Manager - Intensives

1800 426 142
orders@apiam.com.au apiam.com.au

wash-down

Heavy duty blasters with 

extra flow for fast, effective 

02 8865 3500

 only $ +gst       

Aussie Pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Only while stocks last

Flows to 21 lpm

2,600 psi

Honda 13hp 

2,460

25%
off

Ÿ Engine & electric drive

Ÿ Big Berty triplex pumps

Ÿ Australia’s No 1 
     pressure cleaner manufacturer

Ÿ Aussie quality

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Ÿ 2,000 psi to 5,000 psi

Ÿ OH&S friendly stainless 
      steel frames

Come clean with Aussie

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

RG Campbell Advisory

Dr Roger Campbell
Director 
ABN 79626160085

roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.au

Phone/ +61 407 774 714
linkedin.com/in/roger-campbell-95237356

n Here’s my Card n Here’s my Card n Here’s my Card

www.porknews.com.au

Ben Collins  
BBus DipMgt GradDipEd

Advertising & Marketing Manager

P: 07 3286 1833   M: 0439 708 602
E: ben@collins.media  PO Box 162, Wynnum QLD 4178

Fabian Barcelo
0477 444 674

Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961

Dean Guenther
General Manager, Oceania

dguenther@zinpro.com
O 61 (0) 412 853 270
M 61 (0) 7 5422 9201
F 61 (0) 7 5422 9201

Australia
PO Box 1084
Woodford QLD 4514

Greg Heeney
Country Manager

gheeney@zinpro.com 
O 1800 946 776
M 61 428 162 193
F 1800 839 796

Australia
PO Box 1105
Wagga Wagga NSW 2650

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES

Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411  M 0422 073 586
E OLE@MYORA.COM.AU   W MYORA.COM.AU

OLE JENSEN
RELATIONSHIP  MANAGER –  GENETICS

PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411  M 0431 679 053
E TOM@MYORA.COM.AU  W MYORA.COM.AU

TOM BRAUN
GENERAL MANAGER

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)

Murray Bridge SA 5253

P  08 8531 2700
F  08 8531 2711

M  0419 559 011

E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com

W www.jacksonsaustralia.com
Aaron Hines
Sales & Production Manager

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463

M +61 417 930 536

E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 

Western Australia 6162

PIC Australia

Clark Forbes, National Business Manager
M: 0427 909 361  E: cforbes@picaustralia.com.au

Mal Auld, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0427 086 931  E: mauld@picaustralia.com.au

Dr Pat Mitchell, Genetic Services Manager
M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au

PIC Australasia Pty Ltd, PO Box 39, Grong Grong NSW 2652
P: 02 6956 2105 F: 02 6956 2203 E: info@picaustralia.com.au

NEVER STOP IMPROVING

David Sinclair
Operations Manager

Phone: (07) 4634 7344 Mobile: 0428 474 057 
Freecall: 1800 242 699

david@customvac.com.au
www.customvac.com.au

24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

Bulk Feed Transport Solutions

Leon Hall
MBA, B.Sc.(Agric.) (Hons.) Anim. Sci.
Industry Manager, Animal Nutrition
Australia & New Zealand

BASF Australia Ltd.
Level 12

28 Freshwater Place
Southbank VIC 3006

Mobile +61 457 104 105
Fax +61 3 8855 6511

leon.hall@basf.com
www.animal-nutrition.basf.com

Garry Grant 
T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E  - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

General Manager

HydroInnovations.com.au

Global-Mark.com.au®
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FIXED INJECTABLE 
SINGLE DOSE

LABOUR 
SAVING

PROVEN 
PERFORMANCE

•  Fixed 1.5mL piglet dose
•  No oral spill or wastage 
•  Reduces time and labour costs

•  Less animal handling  
stress events

•  Less labour for farmers
•  Improve animal welfare

•  Proven excellent efficacy  
against coccidiosis 1, 2

•  Proven higher efficacy 
than iron dextran 3

Find out more at forceris.com.au

BRINGING
PIGLETS TO
A HIGHER
LEVEL

Distributed by:

FORCERIS is a registered trademark of; and manufactured by Ceva Sante Animale. 
*Commercially available toltrazuril / gleptoferron combination.  1. Joachim et al., Parasites & Vectors, 

2018. 2. Ceva internal data. 3. Sperling et al. Veterinary Record, 2018.
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