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Invaluable discussions
at delegates forum
AFTER a two-and-ahalf-year hiatus from
face-to-face meetings
due to COVID 19, the
Australian Pork Limited team were finally
able to meet with the
board, delegates and
state pork groups on the
Gold Coast this month
for the first delegates
forum of 2022.

The annual Big Freeze campaign sets out to raise awareness and funds to find effective treatments and a cure
for Motor Neurone Disease.

Coles and Aussie farmers unite to fight MND
ORDER of Australia
recipient, FightMND
patron and co-founder
Neale Daniher is calling
on people in every
corner of Australia to
‘beanie on, play on’
as part of the launch
of FightMND’s annual fundraiser, the Big
Freeze 8.

Mr Daniher – who himself is fighting motor neurone disease – was joined
by his family at the MCG
launch and made the request as part of the unveiling of this year’s new
Big Freeze beanie design.
Now in its eighth year,
the annual Big Freeze
campaign sets out to
raise awareness as well
as vital funds to find effective treatments and a

cure for MND.
Australian Pork Limited in partnership with
Coles has proudly supported FightMND for the
past five years, with both
APL chief executive officer Margo Andrae and
APL Board chair Andrew Baxter present at
the launch in Melbourne
last month.
During the campaign
period throughout May
and June, proceeds from
the sale of all Aussie pork
products from meat and

dairy departments – even
the hot roast pork from
the deli – will help to
fund research to battle
MND.
Last year saw Coles and
Aussie pork farmers raise
$6.7 million, making it
the most successful fundraising campaign to date
at Coles, with over $5
million raised in 2020.
APL CEO Margo Andrae said, “At Australian
Pork we are proud to join
Coles once again and
support FightMND for a

fifth consecutive year.”
“The weather is perfect to not only support
Aussie pork farmers and
enjoy a beautiful roast
or pulled pork, but also
to support this incredible
charity fighting the beast
that is MND.
“We can’t wait to smash
records this year through
the sale from every
Coles-brand Australian
pork and Coles free range
pork product.”
Ten cents from every
Coles Australian pork
product and $0.20 from
every Coles Australian
free range pork product
sold until June 21 goes to
FightMND.
Lylle Balzer-Blackstock
APL Public Relations
Manager.
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The forum was well
attended, with 31 of 32
delegates or their nominated representative, a
few young producers and
small producers from
various states.
Delegates had the opportunity to discuss
topics and provide grassroots input on drivers impacting pork production.
Core issues discussed
were biosecurity, animal
welfare regulation, workforce development and
options for migrant pathways to secure workforce
labour.
These forums are invaluable in delivering
the APL 2020-2025 strategic plan and our ability
to deliver on objectives
for industry.
Direct feedback from
those working behind
the farm gate underpins
APL’s direction and is
always gratefully received, as it is the experience and knowledge
of the grassroots that
safeguards the industry’s
viability in turbulent
times.
So far this year, we
have seen farm inputs
rise from the downward pressure on global
supply chains that have
been further impacted
by rising geopolitical
pressures.
Producers have been
faced with Japanese
encephalitis – a virus

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE CEO

that continues to impact
production as the sector
faces ongoing workforce
shortages.
If I’ve learnt one thing
from the pandemic, it’s
that no matter how prepared you are, there will
always be unexpected
challenges.
And now, with the recent changes as a result
of the election, we need
to ensure more than ever
that the pork industry
remains front of mind
for both federal and state
governments, as well as
the wider community.
This engagement ensures APL’s relationships
remain collaborative and
our approach is strategic
in mitigating and navigating the challenges we
face.
The Japanese encephalitis situation, African
swine fever and the
growing foot-and-mouth
threat in Indonesia continue to provide the momentum for the industry
to secure and improve
biosecurity controls.
It has been pleasing to
see other livestock production sectors move to
safeguard traceability
over recent weeks.
But with every challenge, comes opportunity, and the APL team
remain committed to our

strategic initiatives for
the 2022-23 year ahead.
As crisis and recovery
plans are enabled and
the market re-adjusts, the
current challenges prove
that we need to be proactive in our developments
across research, innovation and technology.
Producer
feedback
from the delegates forum
in May has reaffirmed
that, while we face unprecedented production
challenges, we must
seize the opportunity to
tell the story of pork so
that the future remains
bright for our industry.
I would like to thank
those who attended the
forum, particularly those
retiring.
APL appreciates the
time and service of all
our delegates, and we
look forward to the next
delegate forum to be
held in November 2022
in Melbourne.
This meeting will coincide with the new delegate election for 20222025.
Stay tuned for more
news over coming
months on how to confirm your APL membership, to have your say
and be able to vote for
your delegate representative for the next three
years.
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• Easily retrofit any conventional barns
• Free access stall design allows sows to
quickly learn feeding technique
• 15-20 sows can share one station
• 510 Pro touchscreen control compatible with
Big Dutchman BigFarmNet software
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Overseas events push grain prices
n Price of grain floors, current high floor in pricing
Pork Industry
Calendar of Events
2022
JUN 21-24 – World Pork Expo – Iowa
State Fairgrounds, Des Moines, Iowa US
https://worldpork.org/
JUN 21-24 – International Pig Veterinary
Society Congress – Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
https://ipvs2022.com/en
JUN 22 – Qld Pig Consultancy Group (QPCG)
Industry Day ‘Building Resilience in a
Changing World’ – Toowoomba
JUL 10-13 – Pork Industry Conference –
Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells, WI US
https://porkconference.com/
AUG 3-5 – Qld Agworkforce Summit
https://www.qff.org.au/events/queenslandagworkforce-summit-2022/
AUG 19-21 – Kingaroy Baconfest 2022
www.kingaroybaconfest.com.au

2023
NOV 13-16 – Australasian Pig Science
Association
(APSA)
Conference
www.apsa.asn.au

How to supply event details: Send all
details to Australian Pork Newspaper,
PO Box 162, Wynnum, Qld 4178, call 07
3286 1833 or email: ben@collins.media

porknews.com.au
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AS a pig producer, at the
moment it can be distressing when looking at
the feed bill.

The industry managed to
scrape through the recent
droughts when prices rose
on the back of poor domestic grain production.
Now we have events
overseas pushing prices to
new highs.
It feels as though Australian buyers cannot get a
bit of luck!
The decision-making
process for purchasing is
complicated at the best of
times, but currently, the
volatility has risen to close
to record levels.
A volatile market
The past couple of
months has seen volatility
at higher levels than the
commodities boom of the
mid-2000s – as per the
accompanying line chart
showing annualised volatility of wheat as a monthly
average.
This is well above the
typically expected volatility – we will discuss seasonality later.
To put this volatility into
perspective, wheat futures
have only been more volatile in two periods since
1973.
These were 1997 and
1987.
The market is extreme
and driven by both human
– Putin – and environmental factors – weather.
The weather we are used
to, but the uncertainty of
changes in policies around
the world leads to an extra
spice.
Conversely, a consumer
of grain – a piggery, pizza
manufacturer and such –
may find that pricing uncertainty can cause a lot
of angst.
Consumers are finding
their margins are being
squeezed, with little ability
to pass costs further down
the chain.
The accompanying bar
chart shows the monthly
average volatility since
2010.
We can see that the volatility tends to hit its crescendo in July.
Why does this occur?
It is primarily to do with
the global harvest.
The bars in this chart rep-

resent the percentage of the
world’s wheat harvested
each month.
The majority of the
volume is harvested around
the middle of the year.
The trade gets fidgety
around this time – any
news, good or bad, tends to
swing the market.
The volatility in recent
months has been high, but
as we move further into
the northern hemisphere
weather market, we may
see increased volatility.
This volatility makes it
extremely difficult to make
a decision due to the instability of the marketplace,
albeit a rising one.
This can make it feel
as though we are never
making the right decision.
However, the wrong decision is to make no decision.
As individual businesses,
we need to think strategically and long term about
our grain procurement.
The drivers
Ukraine
The invasion of Ukraine
is still very much the
largest driver of the global
grain market.
Ukraine is responsible
for a large export program,
9 percent of wheat and 15
percent of barley.
This volume is trickling
out onto global trade flows,
but only overland into Europe.
The export flows from
Russia are still continuing
at a reasonable pace.
Still, the volumes left
by a missing Ukraine
are placing a floor in the
market.
This floor will erode if
and when exports through
port infrastructure are possible.
There are already talks,
with the United Nations
attempting to facilitate exports to ensure the developing countries gain their
share of grain.
Weather
The weather is the main
driver of global grain
pricing at this time of year.
This year, some of the
world’s largest producers
of grains are suffering
from major issues.
France – a major producer and exporter to Africa – has suffered through
a dry period, which has

seen much of its potential
evaporated.
India – a sometime wheat
exporter – has likewise
also seen potential curbed,
resulting in a ‘soft’ ban on
exports.
While not an exporter,
China is the world’s
second-largest producer
of wheat and is suffering
from lower yields.
This could result in continued high grain imports.
The US has the worst
condition wheat crop since
1989 and is now at a stage
of development where
major improvements are
unlikely.

The areas where production is expected to be strong
are Russia and Australia,
with reasonable expectations for the Ukrainian
winter wheat crop.
Environment
We are at a time of a great
need for grain – Ukraine
removal – and concurrently there is a reduction
in the supply from the
world’s major producers.
The combination of these
factors is leading to a very
high-priced environment
and it is hard to see major
price reductions until
Ukraine opens up fully.
Grain markets are a

factor that we need to keep
a close eye on year in and
year out.
Think of where you are
on the ‘Where do you sit
on the market?’ chart and
what we can do in future.
The market will cycle
back around again – that is
what they do.
Andrew Whitelaw
Thomas Elder Markets
Andrew is an active participant in intensive agriculture, providing strategy
and procurement advice in
relation to feed purchasing.
In addition, he currently
operates a grow-out facility in Victoria.

The annualised volatility of wheat as a monthly average.

The monthly average volatility since 2010.

Where do you sit on the market?
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PIG HOUSES

> Designed in France for Australia
> Quick and easy local construction
> Premium Construction materials
> Minimises feed consumption
> Maximises meat production
> Reduces energy consumption
> Easy cleaning and maintenance

C-LINES produce a premium range of buildings for pig
production. Designed in France to the highest standards,
they offer the best performance in biosecurity, environmental
control and animal welfare. With minimum energy
consumption and easy maintenance C-LINES are the place
to go for your next pig house.

To find out more contact Bruno Pimenta.
email: bruno.pimenta@agcocorp.com
tel: 0476 760 240
www.c-lines.com
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Testing times for Australia’s
pork production practices
WHILE not for a moment suggesting Australia’s industrialised intensive pork production
is on the cusp of irrevocably dominating states,
towns and environments
as so clearly happens in
the US, it is worth noting
how people fare under
such all-encompassing
regimes.

Scope for issues within the pork production industry to change. Photo: Slavcho
Malezanov

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness
Public Relations Skills that will
build your business, enhance
your brand, promote your
products and sell your services,
all backed by unsurpassed
professionalism, experience
and track record.
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By way of example, the
11th Hour Project – a
program of the Schmidt
Family Foundation – told
it how it was in a recent
edition of The Guardian
Australia.
Worth tabling here is a
scenario I never want to
see in my lifetime, but
with an inexorable push
‘Down Under’ to bigger
multi-national companies
controlling more of our
pork production, it’s not
beyond the realms of imagination.
The example – Lew
Carter, a retired long-haul
truck driver, has always
preferred the country.
In 1990, he bought a
small plot on a hill surrounded by farm fields
near his home town of
Williams in Hamilton
county, Iowa where he
hoped to retire.
Carter planted the
homestead with a thicket
of trees and replaced the
dilapidated farm buildings with a storage shed
and modular house.
He met his second wife
Kathy and in 2008 she
moved in too.
Unwittingly, Carter had
settled down in the epicentre of Iowa’s explosive growth of hog farms,
known as confinements.
These facilities, which
house thousands of animals in sheds, have allowed the state’s hog
population to more than
double since 1982 – it now
raises nearly a third of US
hogs.
Hamilton county is
home to fewer than 15,000
people and more than one
million hogs.
Over the decades, as hog
farms surrounded their
home, the Carters say the
odour of manure became
an eye-stinging noseburning nuisance.
The smell disrupted everyday life, Kathy said.
Most oppressive were
days when neighbouring
farms emptied the manure pits under the confinements and spread
the waste as fertiliser on
fields across the road.
“It would take a full
week before we could
even stand to be outside,”
Lew said.
“We didn’t dare open
our windows.”
Last year, they finally
gave up the country
dream and moved to a
ranch house in Rockford,
an hour northeast of Williams.
The hog industry said
“it’s great for our Iowa
communities, it’s great for
our little towns,” Kathy
said.
“But we’ve seen so many
towns turn to dust.”
The state’s pork industry
promotes itself as an engine of economic growth
and benefit for people

Cant
Comment
by BRENDON CANT

in Iowa but a new report
published from Food and
Water Watch – a non-governmental organisation
– casts doubts on these
claims.
Analysing census data
from 1982 to 2017, alongside data from the US Department of Agriculture
and other sources, the
report found that Iowa
counties with the most
hogs have experienced
higher levels of depopulation, heavier job losses
and have seen more retail businesses close – including grocery stores –
than other rural counties.
Food and Water Watch
research director and report author Amanda Starbuck said, “This report
pushes back on the narrative that factory farms are
good for rural communities and that they create
jobs and economic opportunities, because we’ve
seen the exact opposite.”
“Counties in Iowa that
had the most growth in
factory farms are doing
far worse among a number
of different economic indicators.”
While hog production
has exploded in the state,
smaller farms have been
pushed out as the industry
consolidates, according to
the report.
The average farm in
Iowa markets 9600 hogs a
year, 20 times more than
1982.
But the report found that
over the same period, the
number of farms raising
hogs in Iowa plummeted
by 90 percent.
Confinement operations
have mechanised and
scaled hog production to
facilitate fast and predictable delivery to slaughterhouses, which have also
rapidly consolidated.
Instead of bidding on
competitive open markets,
processors write contracts
for the vast majority of
their livestock, draining
the negotiating power of
farmers.
The price farmers receive per pound for their
hogs nationally has fallen
more than 70 percent,
forcing many smaller operations to either scale up
or quit the business.
High
hog-producing
counties – those ranking
in the top half of the
state’s annual hog sales
– are seeing significant
population decline, according to the report.
It found that while Iowa’s total population has
grown, counties with the
most hogs have lost 44
percent of their population over the past 40
years, declining at twice
the rate of rural counties
on average.
While the report said

that it’s not possible to
make sweeping claims
about why people are
leaving these counties, it
notes “job losses, decline
of rural services, and nuisance and public health
concerns from nearby factory farms could all play
a role.”
Rural Iowa is highly
dependent on agriculture
and to an extent manufacturing, both of which have
shed labour over the decades, said David Swenson,
a regional economist who
retired from teaching at
Iowa State University this
year.
Mr Swenson said that
the hog industry’s growth
has not improved rural decline but rather continued
the trend.
The evidence doesn’t
support the argument that
somehow or other the
confinement model might
be a stabilising element of
rural economies or create
opportunities that otherwise wouldn’t be there.
A few miles from the
Carters’ former farmhouse, retired social
worker Kathy Getting
serves broccoli soup in
her Williams kitchen.
She is joined by her
neighbour Nick Schutt
who works at the county’s
recycling centre.
He and Getting have
campaigned against the
proliferation of factory
farms, lobbying local politicians and speaking at
public meetings.
“I invited you to my
house because there’s no
place to meet,” Getting
said.
Even for small-town
Iowa – where defunct
commercial buildings are
the norm – the unmarked
brick blocks in Williams
and windows boarded up
with plywood speak to a
hollowing out.
The town has lost 25
percent of its population
since 2000.
There used to be two
bars, a grocery store, and
a cafe and convenience
store.
They’ve all closed over
the past 20 years.
Getting travels about
24km west of Williams to
Webster City to shop for
groceries.
The town doesn’t even
have a ‘pop machine’ any
more – the soda vending
machines that are often
found on the sidewalks
of even the quietest Iowa
main streets.
Since 2015, two nearby
high schools have closed
down and sent students
32km away to Webster
City.
“It’s torn the fabric of
the community,” Getting
said.
This loss of community

tracks through many of
Iowa’s top hog producing
counties, according to
Food and Water Watch’s
report, which found that
they have lost 40 percent
of their retail businesses
and 75 percent of their
grocery stores since 1982
– heavier losses than rural
Iowa on average.
Large farms tend to
buy fewer products locally than their smaller
pasture-based competitors, meaning fewer economic benefits trickle
down into the community,
according to Food and
Water Watch’s report –
which refers to research
by David Swenson.
Local
procurement
“supports a more robust
and lively main street,”
Ms Starbuck said.
Even some intensive hog
farmers are critical of the
industry’s impacts.
An hour northeast of
Williams in Floyd county,
Ethan Vorhes operates a
4000-hog farm with his
father and his aunt.
The family collects
steady rent from Southern
Pork, an Arkansas-based
corporation, for raising
the company’s hogs.
Though the income has
kept his family on the
land, he sees intensive
hog farming as a part of
an industrial model that
contributes to depopulation and inequality in
farm country.
“The little amount of
labour with the income
doesn’t encourage people
to stay in our communities.”
Total farm employment
in Iowa dropped by 44
percent between 1982 and
2017, according to the report.
Though declines were
consistent across the
state, counties producing
the most hogs saw higher
than state average farm
job losses.
The hog industry has
added jobs in slaughterhouses and other hog industry services, such as
manure spreading and
confinement construction, but Food and Water
Watch said those gains
haven’t changed the imbalance in overall decline
between high-hog counties and rural counties.
A spokesperson for Iowa
Pork Producers association declined to comment.
The report calls for a
clamp down on hog industry consolidation, including antitrust measures
to halt mergers and break
up the buying power of the
industry’s heavyweights,
as well as a moratorium
on construction and expansion of the largest category of confinements,
designated by USDA
as concentrated animal
feeding operations.
Some politicians have
been pushing for this.
National legislation, introduced by Senator Cory
Booker and representative
Ro Khanna, would prevent
new CAFOs or expansion
of existing CAFOs and
provide grants and debt
forgiveness to owners on
the way to phasing out the
* continued P6
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Making Old Blighty bacon
FOR bacon eaters
who grew up in the
United Kingdom, the
Australian
equivalent tastes and looks
strange.

By comparison, apparently Australian bacon
is opaque, pink and precooked.
The UK version is
pinkish, translucent and
raw, and according to
expatriates, tastes better
when cooked.
“It’s more flavoursome and crisps up
better – you simply can’t
beat it,” one ex-pat said.
Salt Kitchen Charcuterie chef Mick Nunn
said, “The main difference is that traditional
British bacon is cold
smoked,
essentially
pickled or brined, not
cooked.”
“The majority of Aus-

tralian bacon is hot
smoked, ready to eat
out of the pack, which
has been influenced by
central-European migrants to Australia over
many years – such as
German, Italian populations.”
Good news for Old
Blighty bacon aficionados, both Coles and
Woolworths stock The
British Sausage Ham
and Bacon Co porcine
product.
The knowledge and
passion in this great
bacon comes from a
third generation UK
butcher who immigrated to Australia.
His time-honoured
recipe uses traditional
curing, baking, drying
and smoking methods
and the finest 100 percent Australian pork.

The secret to this
beautiful bacon is that
it is raw cured and not
cooked, which allows
the natural sweetness of
the pork and the special
cure time to mature,
so the bacon develops
a superior flavour and
satisfying meaty bite.
And when UK ex-pats
put this bacon to the
test, they can taste and
see the difference – it
crisps in the pan easily,
without oil – bringing
back flavours and
memories from their
homeland.
While not new to
Australian supermarket
shelves, it is a premium
product.
Delight your favourite
UK ex-pat with a quality
bacon sandwich made
using 100 percent Australian pork.

Good news for Old Blighty bacon aficionados, both Coles and Woolworths
stock The British Sausage Ham and Bacon Co porcine product.

The launch of the new ‘San Choy Bow’ campaign in
February.

APL launched a free ‘Pork Butchers’ kit to support the
‘Pulled Pork’ campaign launched in May.

Campaign drives pork purchase
THE category retail marketing team at Australian
Pork Limited is the hub
for market research, data
sourcing, pork retailer
relationship
management and conducting
supporting campaign
marketing activations
throughout retailers.

These retailers include
Woolworths, Coles, Aldi,
Costco, Metcash, independents and butchers.
The focus this year for
the retail category team is
to align messaging, recipe
inspiration and instore influence to purchase, with
the launching of new campaigns ‘San Choy Bow’ in
February and ‘Pulled Pork’
in May.
Our research data in consumer shopping indicates
retail customers’ journey
starts with pre-shopping
inspiration through to instore call outs and promotions.

Retail
Category Manager
by SANDRA HILL

Our market research also
indicates that pork is one
of the only proteins that
is identified as an impulse
purchase instore.
So, we created retailer
marketing campaigns that
provide recipe inspiration,
with simple step-by-step
meals through retailer
magazines and recipe
books, delivered to customers via the retailer’s
direct email customer databases, to target the pre-

shopping stage of the customers’ journey.
Once the customer is instore, support marketing is
used – from recipe stickers
on digital screens, posters
and on product sampling,
with on-shelf ‘call-outs’
within meat departments
and grocery aisles.
Cross-category partnerships have been a large
focus to build customer
confidence in pork with
renowned brands and

pantry items to highlight
how simply pork can be
incorporated into everyday
meals.
These partnerships create
instore presence and extend
our ability to engage in
larger retailer campaigns.
By partnering with
trusted brands such as
Gravox and Masterfoods,
we aim to build customer
confidence in pork.
Australian Pork Limited
has also launched a free
‘Pork Butchers’ pointof-sale marketing kit to
support the ‘Pulled Pork’
television
commercial
campaign launched in May.
This kit includes store
marketing presence and
recipe cards to demonstrate
how easily pulled pork can
be made and served in different ways.
To order your free kit, visit
australianporkbutchers.
com/pages/pork-butchermarketing-materials

Precision Intestinal Nutrition
Improve the cost of feed
and intestinal integrity.

Thank you for seeing us at

PIX | AMC | PPC
GOLD COAST CONVENTION
AND EXHIBITION CENTRE
For more information, contact your
local technical sales representative.

Partner of your success for 40 years !
www.porknews.com.au
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Testing times for our pork
production practices
* from P4

largest feeding operations by 2040.
Bills in both houses
of the Iowa legislature
would place a moratorium on new and expanded medium and
large confinements and
strengthen
environmental rules.
But there seems little
broad political appetite
for this legislation in
the state – its legislators’ fifth attempt to
pass the measure.
Food and Water Watch
proposes changes to
national farm policy,
negotiated every five
years in an omnibus
Farm Bill, that would
tweak the economics
of farming to favour
smaller operations.
The organisation also
wants to bring back a
program to stabilise
prices on animal feed
grains and regulate
their supply.
This would discourage
the confinement model,
which thrives on low
feed prices from overproduction.
“We can focus more
on good-quality meat
raised in humane settings, rather than just
producing as much as
we can,” Ms Starbuck
said.
Many Iowans want
factory farms to meet
higher standards.
Only the largest confinements require a
construction permit
that must be approved
by the state environ-

mental office.
Those that need this
permit must pass an
environmental impact
test, which focusses on
its potential effects on
water, air and the surrounding community.
If a proposed farm
scores 50 percent or
above, it will be automatically approved.
A 2019 poll by the
Johns Hopkins Centre
for a liveable future
found that 75 percent of
Iowa voters supported
raising the passing
score, including 70 percent of Republicans.
When she lived in
Williams, Kathy Carter
spoke out at one supervisors’ meeting.
“I shook like a leaf
at the microphone and
said my piece.”
If a confinement
passes the test, “we
have no control,” she
said.
David Swenson, the
economist, doesn’t see
a success story in the
confinement boom.
“It’s a story of wealth
concentration among
fewer and fewer operations over time, and
regional economies not
thriving,” he said.
The Carters don’t expect the consolidation
of Iowa’s farm economy
to stop any time soon.
“Farms are getting
bigger – corporate ag is
getting bigger,” Kathy
said.
“It seems like a neverending cycle.
And in my mind,

bigger is not necessarily
better.”
After reading this article, as a pork industry
commentator for 40
years and an increasingly committed advocate for transitioning to
free range and pasture
raised production systems, I acknowledge
there are issues with
system changes.
But if you mimic the
conditions that allow
instincts to kick in, then
you relieve so many of
the behavioural issues
that come out of close
confinement in unnatural conditions.
Throwing good money
after bad to resolve
management issues such
as tail-biting is only one
example of industrial
piggeries pushing their
own agendas.
Productivity is not
only about quantity but
also quality of product,
as well as the inherent
environmental and social benefits for us and
the other animals we
use and, in large-scale
industrial intensivefarming scenarios, too
often abuse.
If you find this view
unpalatable, take a moment to honestly check
in with consumers and
ask them what they’d
prefer to spend their
hard earned on, once
you’ve given them the
true facts about exactly
what barren deprived
pigs in industrial intensive systems really endure.

In pig production across the world, sow mortality appears to be on the rise.

Fine tuning production efficiency
PIG prices in Denmark
are slowly but surely
on the rise – though of
course are no way in line
with the cost of production, which is currently
skyrocketing due to feed
prices.

The war in Ukraine
continues to put pressure
on this, with Danish producers trying to lock in
any forward purchase they
can afford.
So far this year, conditions have been unseasonably dry, and it is
anticipated that the yield
of Danish crops will be
down – also putting pressure on the cost of production.
To date, we haven’t really seen this passed on to
the consumer, though it is
inevitably coming.
However, we are seeing
the effects of the supply
chain disruption, with
many shops in Copenhagen redesigning their
stores to remove shelf
space – in an effort to
not highlight the lack of
stock on shelves and incite
panic buying.
There are strict rules on
purchase amounts in all
shops on products such as
canola oil, and it is now
mandated by the Danish
government that all councils must collect house-

Nordic
News

by ASHLEY NORVAL

hold ‘biowaste’, which
will be used for energy
production.
At times such as these, it
is important to ensure that
all areas of production are
running as efficiently as
possible – what once were
small savings to be made
on a farm can now have a
big impact on the bottom
line.
The most obvious areas
currently being focussed
on are feed efficiency and
energy consumption, in
addition to reducing sow
mortality.
In pig production across
the world, sow mortality
appears to be on the rise.
The reasons for this are
somewhat unclear, as it
is occurring across genotypes and climates.
Regardless, there are a
lot of management strategies that influence this
area – beginning with the

correct growth rate and
body composition of the
gilt at first mating.
This helps ensure that
she has the right backfat
coverage to carry her
through the first pregnancy, so that she can
return to service without
losing too much condition,
while not letting her grow
too quickly and avoiding
putting excess pressure
on her developing skeletal
system.
SEGES Innovation have
recently updated their
backfat
recommendations to 14-17mm at first
mating.
From a sow longevity
perspective, it is worth
noting that it is now the
recommendation to mate
a gilt when she reaches
the correct backfat, rather
than holding her back to
be in the same batch as
her pen mates – more on

this in next month’s article.
Wherever possible, sows
should be kept in the herd
until parity six – as it is
only after parity three that
they are generally paying
back into production.
Having the right parity
structure in the herd is
also a fine balance – you
want to both create a mix
of new genetics while retaining older reliable sows
in production that are
giving you large healthy
litters.
The right parity profile
is also dependant on your
production system – that
is, the cost of replacement
gilts versus self-producing
gilts.
Regardless, the goal
should be to achieve the
lowest possible culling
rate in young sows in
order to reduce your replacement rate and have a
better parity distribution.
This doesn’t mean that
you should keep young
sows at all costs, but rather
be critical of gilts selected
for production and make
sure they are managed for
the long term.
They are after all the future of the herd and need
to be managed so that they
achieve a high lifetime
productivity.

Investor holds Maccas to account
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PROXY advisory firm
Glass Lewis recently recommended McDonald’s
Corp investors vote for
the company’s directors,
dealing a setback to billionaire investor Carl
Icahn’s efforts to replace
two directors.

In a Glass Lewis report
it was noted that Icahn
had failed to make a sufficiently compelling case
to warrant the boardroom
changes.
Mr Icahn nominated candidates to the fast-food restaurant’s board to hold the
company accountable for
pledges it made a decade
ago on sourcing pork.
McDonald’s said it has
worked to change its pork
sourcing, but it is behind

schedule on a plan to stop
buying pork from suppliers that confine pigs in
small crates during pregnancy.
Glass Lewis acknowledged Mr Icahn’s efforts
to seek improvements to
animal welfare conditions
was a worthy and noble
endeavour.
But the advisory firm
also criticised him, saying
he had taken a decidedly
simplistic and myopic
view of environmental,
social and governance
concerns, with no substantive regard given to
the economics of the company’s business nor to the
creation of shareholder
value.
McDonald’s said Mr

Icahn’s two nominees
lacked the broader expertise needed to serve on the
company’s board.
Glass Lewis wrote that
his candidates lacked the

requisite
background,
qualifications and experience for serving on the
board of a large multinational firm such as McDonald’s.

Billionaire activist-investor Carl Icahn. Photo: Reuters
Brendan McDermid
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Side-channel attacks for a typical digital agriculture application.

An overview of digital agriculture and its various applications.

Food cyber attacks forecast
SMART technologies
are raising global agricultural production, but
international researchers
warn this digital phenomenon could reap a
crop of another kind –
cybersecurity attacks.

Complex IT and math
modelling at King Abdulaziz University in
Saudi Arabia, Aix-Marseille University in France
and Flinders University in
South Australia has highlighted the risks in a new
article in the open access
journal Sensors.
Lead author Professor
Abel Alahmadi from
King Abdulaziz University said, “Smart sensors
and systems are used to
monitor crops, plants, the
environment, water, soil
moisture, and diseases.”
“The transformation to
digital agriculture would
improve the quality and
quantity of food for the
ever-increasing human
population, which is forecast to reach 10.9 billion
by 2100.”
Researchers warn this
progress in production,
genetic modification for
drought-resistant crops and
other technologies is prone
to cyber-attack – particularly if the ag-tech sector
doesn’t take adequate precautions as per other corporate or defence sectors.

Flinders University researcher and expert in
cybersecurity and networking Dr Saeed Rehman said the rise of
internet
connectivity
and smart low-power devices has facilitated the
shift of many labour-intensive food production
jobs into the digital domain – including modern
techniques for accurate
irrigation, soil and crop
monitoring using drone
surveillance.
“However, we should
not overlook security
threats and vulnerabilities
to digital agriculture, in
particular possible sidechannel attacks specific
to ag-tech applications,”
Dr Rehman said.
“Digital agriculture is
not immune to cyber-attack – as seen by interference to a US watering

system, a meatpacking
firm, wool broker software and an Australian
beverage company.
Flinders University coauthor Professor David
Glynn said, “Extraction
of cryptographic or sensitive information from
the operation of physical
hardware is termed sidechannel attack.”
“These attacks could
be easily carried out with
physical access to devices,
which the cybersecurity
community has not explicitly investigated.”
The researchers recommend investment into precautions and awareness
about the vulnerabilities of
digital agriculture to cyberattack, with an eye on the
potential serious effects on
the general population in
terms of food supply, labour and flow-on costs.

Dr Saeed Reyman and Professor David Glynn.
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Careers in the pork industry
ATTRACTING and retaining staff is an ongoing
challenge for businesses
in the pork industry.

It’s a multifaceted issue
and as such, there is no
simple ‘silver bullet’ solution.
To address it, work is ongoing in a range of areas
– from supporting staff migration from overseas to
investing in the development of industry leaders,
to providing schools and
universities with information about the pig industry.
We’re excited to announce an innovative resource in this space – a
new ‘Careers’ section on
the Australian Pork Limited website.
Careers in the pork industry are hugely diverse –
they span the farm, service
and support industries, as
well as the broader supply
chain.

APL Capability
Development Manager
by RACHAEL BRYANT

Pork sector jobs utilise a
wide range of skill sets –
from animal handling and
husbandry to trades, mechanical skills, science and
business – however, most
prospective employees
don’t know this.
With this tool, industry
can showcase the opportunities available to prospective employees.
They will be able to see
what types of jobs are out

there, what the average
salary range is, and what
experience or education
they’ll need.
Pork industry job seekers
will also be able to see a
role’s associated activities
and responsibilities, and
the skill sets that will help
them succeed.
They’ll also be able to
follow a link to Seek and
other recruiting sites directly, where jobs such as

the one they’re interested
in and have been reading
about are being advertised.
The other thing the
new resource features is
showing potential career
pathways – people looking
to take a job in the pork
industry will be able to see
the possible careers that a
job could lead to.
Similarly, people working
in the industry currently
will be able to see where
their skills and experiences
could take them.
One way to tackle the
challenges of attracting
people into the pork industry is to build awareness of the opportunities
out there, and this tool does
that.
By showing both new
and current employees that
there is a future in pork, the
resource will also help in
retaining them.
The ‘Careers’ section has

recently gone live on the
APL website but is by no
means finished – we will
be updating it over time
to include more jobs and
career pathways from more
sectors of the industry, as
well as profiling people in
certain roles.
So, watch this space and
feel free to get in touch
with us with any feedback
or suggestions.
In the meantime, check
out australianpork.com.au/
career-pathways.

Over time the tool will include more jobs and career
pathways from more sectors within the industry, as
well as profiling people in certain roles.

A new ‘Careers’ section on the Australian Pork Limited website, an innovative
resource for those wanting more information about a career in the pork industry.

Philippines ASF vaccine trial shows promising results
A trial for an African
swine fever vaccine candidate conducted from
February to May in the
Philippines has shown
promising results, according to the country’s
Department of Agriculture.
Agriculture secretary
William D Dar said during
a press conference on May
16, “In the trial, no clinical
signs associated with ASF
disease was observed and
minimal non-ASF related
mortality was posted.”
“A total of 66 percent of

sample animals have detectable antibodies to the
ASF virus.”
The Department of Agriculture
collaborated
with the Universal Robina
Corp and Dr Dachrit Nilubol of Chulalongkorn
University in Thailand for
the ‘Clinical study for the
evaluation of ASF vaccine
in protecting pigs against
African swine fever’, conducted from February to
May 2022.
The study, implemented
at the Robina Farm in Bulacan, aimed at evaluating

the safety of the vaccine
and determining the ability
of the vaccine to induce
immune responses after
vaccination.
“With the encouraging
result of the Phase 1 of
the vaccine trial, a Phase
2 is being proposed that
will run from May to June
2022, Mr Dar said.
“This will involve actual
viral challenge of vaccinated animals.”
The vaccine was subjected to trial and formulated in Thailand.
It can be stored in a wide

range of temperatures with
a shelf life of two to six
months.
Robina Farm operations
director Dante Palabrica
said the ASF vaccine is
very important for the
country’s food security
amid the brewing food
crisis.
“We want to work with
the DA, which will quickly
populate our industry to
bring back the pig population here in the Philippines,” Mr Palabrica said,
in support of the DA’s hog
repopulation program.

Palabrica is also confident that with the ASF
vaccine, the country’s hog
population could be revived in the next five years.
In addition, Mr Dar said
that if the vaccine is proven
effective, he will recommend to the president the
vaccination of the country’s hog population at the
expense of the national
government.
Mr Dar also stressed
that the country must
strengthen its biosecurity
measures as another longterm solution.

A trial for an African swine fever vaccine candidate
in the Philippines has shown promising results.
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Day one of the Australian Biosecurity Symposium and a presentation by keynote
speaker Dr Anika Molesworth.

The launching of the Decade of Biosecurity.

Building a mass biosecurity movement
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FOLLOWING the resounding success of the
inaugural
Australian
Biosecurity Symposium
in 2019, over 400 of the
country’s leading innovative minds and influential
players converged on the
Gold Coast recently to
network, brainstorm and
unite under a common
purpose to accelerate biosecurity reform.

The second Australian
Biosecurity Symposium
offered an opportunity to
share research outcomes,
explore outside-of-the-box
thinking and exchange
knowledge and ideas
across the biosecurity
collective – agriculture
encompassing animals
and plants, pest animals,
weeds, wildlife, aquatics,
humans and the environment.
This year’s symposium
theme was ‘a decade of
biosecurity – turning a
moment into a movement’.
Australia’s biosecurity
system faces unprecedented pressure.
To address this pressure,
strong leadership and innovation are essential.
The symposium provided the ideal platform to
explore how to transform
Australia’s biosecurity sys-

tems to better protect our
economy, environment and
way of life.
The symposium continues the work of the
Biosecurity Collective – a
shared initiative consisting
of Animal Health Australia, the Invasive Species
Council, the Centre for
Invasive Species Solutions
and Plant Health Australia
– to define and influence
the direction of Australia’s
biosecurity system towards 2030, particularly
in engaging all Australians in building a stronger
biosecurity system and
building a mass biosecurity movement.
Presentations and panel
discussions were positioned around four themes:
• Connecting the dots –
enhancing the system and
its resilience
• Empowering action –
working together for transformational change
• Future-focussed – how
science and technology are
paving the way forward
• Mainstreaming biosecurity – turning buzzword into a way of life.
The symposium commenced with well-known
environmental educator
and television presenter
Costa Georgiadis, who
drew on his all-consuming
passion for plants and
people in his introduction.
Mr Georgiadis reminded
delegates of their role as
communication amplifiers
and encouraged them to
use their reach to share
biosecurity moments.

“The symposium offers an opportunity to
influence the direction
of Australia’s biosecurity
system,” he said.
“We’re focussing on biosecurity preparedness, as
it’s not a case of ‘if but
when’ a new biosecurity
threat arrives.”
Plenary session 1
Farming thought-leader,
researcher and future
shaper Dr Anika Molesworth delivered the first
keynote address on ‘Empowering action – working
together for transformational change’.
Dr Molesworth – who
has a PhD in international
agriculture and environmental management and
lives on a family farm in
far west NSW on the lands
of the Wilyakali people
– spoke from personal
experience about climate
change and her work with
rural communities.
Dr Molesworth took delegates on a climate change
journey, reflecting on
where we have come from
and where we are going,
instilling courage to enable us to choose the story
we want to create for our
land and the legacy we
want to leave.
“We have commonality
in complex problems,” Dr
Molesworth said.
“We are here because we
are problem solvers.
“We all believe there is a
better way of doing things.
“I walk alongside others
who are on a climate
change journey, trying to

find ways to shift the trajectory so that we have the
best future imaginable.”
Concurrent session 1
• Advances in e-DNA
surveillance
• Surveillance – new
thinking
• Hot topics
• Behaviour change.
In her presentation about
‘Holding back the tide –
science-based tools for
biosecurity risk management and incursion response’, Jane Muller from
CSIRO said that Australians eat almost four million tonnes of fresh fruit
and vegetables each year,
of which 96 percent is
grown in Australia.
“Phytosanitary risk management tools open up
opportunities to harness
emerging technologies
and existing datasets,” Ms
Muller said.
Dr Samantha Allan
from AHA presented on
‘Lumpy skin at the border
– are we making the right
moves to prevent an outbreak within the cattle
sector?’
“There is growing recognition that we need to get
smarter with surveillance
rather than upscaling the
things we’re doing now, so
we can remain disease free
for the next 20 years,” Dr
Allan said.
Australian chief plant
protection officer Dr
Gabrielle Vivian-Smith
presented ‘Australia’s biosecurity outlook – a plant
health perspective’.
“In 2020, over 56,000

overseas seed parcels
failed to meet import conditions,” Dr Vivian-Smith
said.
Dr Aaron Dodd from
Centre of Excellence for
Biosecurity Risk Analysis
talked about ‘Biosecurity
is valuable, right?’
“The thing about biosecurity is that we are
trying to protect assets and
we need to focus on that –
environment, agriculture,
infrastructure and social
amenity,” Dr Dodd said.
Biosecurity
Queensland engagement manager
Kirsten Phillips spoke
about ‘Defining behaviour
change priorities for biosecurity’.
“Let’s focus on good biosecurity behaviour…. what
we can do versus what we
shouldn’t do,” Ms Phillips
said.
Plenary session 2
CSIRO
Australian
Centre for Disease Preparedness deputy director
Dr Debbie Eagles, an epidemiologist with a background in vector-borne
diseases and extensive experience in animal health
and biosecurity preparedness and response in Australia, delivered the second
keynote address.
She highlighted how
research and innovation
was fundamental in transforming the national biosecurity system and how a
transformed national biosecurity system needs to
be underpinned by digital
and genetic surveillance
* continued P11

Jessamy Gee from Think in Colour returned for the second Australian Biosecurity Symposium, capturing all the
presentations in the plenary sessions through live illustrations.
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systems supported by citizen science, big data analytics and fully integrated
pre-border and post-border
systems.
“Speed of detection is
imperative to effective efficient control,” Dr Eagles
said.
“The biosecurity sector
is facing significant threats
but through science and
technological innovation,
and engagement of the
broader community, we
are capable of transformational change.”
Concurrent session 2
• Modelling risk for resilient biosecurity systems
• Shared responsibility
• Advances in e-commerce surveillance
• New connections.
In his session about
‘Shared
responsibility
for biosecurity – beyond
educational and compliance-based approaches’,
University of Tasmania
researcher Vaughan Higgins encouraged delegates
to take an alternative approach through relational
responsibility.
He spoke about shifting
emphasis from key target
audiences to those influencers on the peripheral to
increase adoption of biosecurity practices.
Inspector-General of
Biosecurity Rob Delane
presented ‘Towards a more
accountable biosecurity
system’.
“The rhetoric about
shared responsibility and
biosecurity partnership
articulated by the department and the post-border
beneficiaries of effective
prevention biosecurity
measures, is not matched
by a genuine, practical and
sustained commitment to
partnership,” Mr Delane
said.
“The fundamental nature
of biosecurity demands
that all parts of the biosecurity system are alert,
inquisitive, communicative, decisive and operationally disciplined.”
Lecturer in veterinary
epidemiology and One
Health Dr Sandra Steele
presented ‘Shortcomings
in companion animal biosecurity and disease surveillance’.
“There is a need for
structures, specific companion animals, alongside
animal health systems,” Dr
Steele said.
In his presentation
about ‘Online compliance
and engagement strategy
tackles prickly situation’,
Chris Hollingdrake from
the Queensland Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries said, “Engagement and enforcement

need to be integrated.”
“Neither work in isolation.”
Concurrent session 3
• Modelling risk for resilient biosecurity systems
• Shared responsibility
• Advances in e-commerce surveillance
• New connections.
In his presentation about
‘Ensuring Tasmania’s biosecurity future – 15 years
of the Tasmanian Biosecurity Strategy’, Tasmania’s chief plant protection
officer Andrew Bishop
said following the progressive implementation of
the Biosecurity Act, work
on progressing a third iteration of the Tasmanian
Biosecurity Strategy was
almost complete.
“The new edition of the
strategy is expected to
be released this year and,
once implemented, it will
take us past two decades
of a strategic approach to
biosecurity in Tasmania,”
Mr Bishop said.
Dr Wee Tek Tay from
CSIRO presented ‘East
and West – working together to disentangle fall
armyworm global introduction pathways’.
His speed-talk covered
multiple introductions of
fall armyworm in Asia
and Southeast Asia and
multiple pathways into
Australia, looking at the
significant structures and
gene flow of the western
versus eastern populations
of fall armyworm.
“We’re only as prepared
as our neighbours are,” Dr
Tay said.
Research leader at La
Trobe University Dr Fiona
Constable presented ‘International trade of seed
– science informing risk’.
“We tested four online
platforms and seeds from
20 suppliers and found
booklice, grain beetles and
lepidopterans,” Dr Constable said.
‘Grower managed plant
protection and biosecurity
systems’ was presented by
Greenlife Industry Australia national biosecurity
manager John McDonald,
outlining the BioSecure
Hazard Analysis Critical
Control Point system.
“Eighty percent of
nursery industry time is
spent in compliance,” Mr
McDonald said.
Citrus Australia chief executive officer and chair of
the Plant Industry Forum
Nathan Hancock presented
‘CitrusWatch – launch of a
multi-pronged multi-stakeholder approach to commodity protection’.
“When industry is motivated, resourced and has
the capacity, it can be a
powerful contributor to

biosecurity resilience,” Mr
Hancock said.
“16,460 citrus interceptions occurred in 2017,
which is approximately 5.5
percent of biosecurity interceptions for that year.”
In her presentation about
‘Plant health in One Health
– critical for safeguarding
life’, plant pathologist Lois
Ransom said you need
healthy plants to ensure a
healthy environment.
Plenary session 3
The
final
session
launched the 2020s as the
‘Decade of Biosecurity’,
a collaborative initiative
seeking to engage all Australians in a stronger biosecurity system.
The initiative began as
an outcome of the 2019
Australian Biosecurity
Symposium to futureproof Australia’s biosecurity system.
With a special address by
Queensland’s Minister for

Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries
and Minister for Rural
Communities the Honourable Mark Furner MP,
the program aims to mobilise a 25-million strong
mass movement, secure
sustainable investment in
biosecurity, foster innovation and create a formal
partnership between gov-

ernment, industry and the
community.
This initiative is being
advanced by the Invasive
Species Council on behalf
of the National Farmers’
Federation, Landcare Australia, National Landcare
Network, AHA, PHA,
NRM Regions Australia
and the CISS.
ISC chief executive of-

ficer Andrew Cox said,
“Through the Decade of
Biosecurity, we seek to
put industries, businesses
and community members
at the centre with governments so that together we
can achieve a stronger biosecurity system to better
protect our economy, environment and way of life.”
“We need to build a bio-

security system ready for
2030, and we need to start
now,” Mr Cox said.
“We want to ensure that
every individual Australian, business and organisation recognises and
understands their role and
the important contribution
they can play in creating a
stronger and more resilient
biosecurity system.”

The symposium continues the work of the Biosecurity Collective – a shared initiative consisting of Animal
Health Australia, the Invasive Species Council, the Centre for Invasive Species Solutions and Plant Health
Australia.
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Queensland’s Minister for Agricultural Industry
Development and Fisheries and Minister for Rural
Communities the Honourable Mark Furner MP gave
a special address.
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Dietary zinc oxide impact
on inflammatory status
WELCOME to the third
Animine series of articles, which reviews scientific literature on the
effects of the pharmacological dosage of zinc
oxide in weaned piglet
diets.
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MZn = medium Zn level (200-1000 ppm Zn); HZn = high Zn level (> 2000 ppm).
or trend. MZn = medium Zn level (200-1000ppm Zn), HZn = high Zn level (> 882 or stuart.wilkinson@
feedworks.com.au
2000ppm).
High or medium levels of ZnO supplementation can reduce the overproduction of proinflammatory cytokines,

according to this literature review (Figure 1; green color). It was found that pharmacological levels of ZnO can
significantly decrease the gene expression and/or the concentration of IL-1, IL-6, TNF-α, and IFN-γ, in 42%, 25%, 39%,
and 60% of the selected studies, respectively, when compared to the control group. Medium zinc levels were often
associated with alternative zinc oxide sources (ex: potentiated ZnO).

If you have any further queries, please contact:

David Cadogan
Stuart Wilkinson

0409 049 793
0414 487 882

david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au

Aussie Pumps chief engineer John Hales with the 316 stainless steel impeller
to combat abrasion and corrosion. Two birds, one stone!

High head effluent pump
WHEN Aussie Pumps
Mood Ellahi started
analysing
effluent
pumps used in the
pork industry, he found
many systems used two
or three pumps to move
effluent out of the piggery and into settling
ponds.

One example was the
use of a big 4” heavyduty slow-speed trash
pump to move the effluent effectively, but
with a head of up to
15-20m.
That means pressure
from the machine expressing it in those
terms of around 30psi.
You don’t have to pump
effluent very far through
a 2”, 3” or 4” pipe to lose
pressure through elbows
and friction loss.
The Aussie Pumps
solution
Aussie
Pumps,
working with some of
the world’s best pumpdesign engineers, have
come up with designs
for self-priming centrifugal trash pumps that
give the ability of handling solids in suspension
and, at the same time,
deliver the benefits of
higher-pressure operation as well!
That means a 3” pump
delivering a maximum
of around 1100LPM can
handle a total head of
around 54m, and that
the pump itself is operating at around 75psi.
Of course, friction
loss calculations have
to be carried out to get
an accurate reading,
though the performance
curves offered by Aussie
Pumps for their Aussie
GMP self-priming piggery pumps result in an
800LPM flow out of a
pump that is delivering
a pressure of 40psi.

The benefits are obvious.
The pump can suck
the effluent out of the
pits, process it on its way
through the self-priming
pump and out to the settling pond without using
a booster pump along
the way.
That example was with
an 11kW motor driving
the big Aussie G3TMKA/ST unit.
More please
Better yet is Aussie’s big 22kW model
B3ZPM-A – a pump that
delivers a maximum of
1250LPM but has a
maximum head of 78m.
Looking at the performance curve, this
machine can deliver
1000LPM at 60m head
or about 80psi.
Aussie Pumps chief
engineer John Hales
said, “The performance
figures aren’t fiction.”
“Apart from the performance of the machine, the simplicity
of the design is a real
winner for any piggery
operation.”
The pump’s construction is from close-grain
cast-iron.
The impeller – a huge
one-piece casting in
either cast-iron or 316
stainless-steel – has big
open veins, enabling
the pumps to pass up to
19mm diameter solids.
The pumps themselves
are close coupled to
heavy-duty totally enclosed fan-cooled threephase two-pole electric
motors and the whole
unit is mounted on one
steel baseplate, providing very easy installation in the piggery.
The sealing is high
quality too.
A carbon mechanical
seal with an alumina

counter face and nitrile
rubber seals is standard,
though silicon carbide
or tungsten carbide are
available for abrasive
liquids, while Viton
teamed with those
seals is also available
to combat what may be
chemical laden liquid.
The motors all come
with 316 stainless-steel
shaft and standard elastomers made of nitrile
buna rubber for maximum temperatures up
to 70C.
“Some applications
have resulted in premature impeller wear,
where there is a higher
degree of abrasive material in the effluent,” Mr
Hales said.
“We dealt with that by
going to a 316 stainlesssteel impeller as an optional extra, for abrasion
and corrosion resistance.”
The pumps themselves
all have a stainless-steel
wear plate.
Best of all, there’s a
front-mounted clean
out port that can be
opened in a matter of
seconds, so the pump
can be cleared of chokes
without interrupting or
disconnecting both suction and delivery pipework.
“We think this is
massive breakthrough
for piggeries and a lot of
livestock effluent operations,” Mr Hales said.
“There are 316 stainless-steel versions of the
pump available but, unlike the Aussie Pumps
offering, these don’t feature a clean out port.”
Further information
is available from aus
siepumps.com.au
or
distributors throughout
Australia.

Unite and recover
CLOSE contacts no
longer need to quarantine, provided they have
no COVID-19 symptoms.
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The previous process
for allowing critically essential workers who were
close contacts to resume
work no longer applies as
close contact rules have

changed in Queensland.
Agribusinesses and veterinarians in the agri-food
supply chain will not need
to submit critically essential worker roles to government.
If workers remain
symptom-free, they can
leave home for any reason
provided they meet the re-

quirements under the new
Qld Health direction.
Testing of close contacts
is required before returning to work on the first
day and every second day
after – on day 2, 4 and 6.
Information for agribusinesses is available on
daf.engagementhub.com.
au/agcontinuity
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BEC launch Idena products at PIX AMC
TO celebrate the official launch of Forcix
SW and Vali MP at
the recent PIX AMC
2022 event on the Gold
Coast, BEC Feed Solutions and Idena held a
lively sunset cocktail
party that included a
discussion on industry
issues by an expert
panel.

The panel, made up of
select swine sector specialists, opened the dialogue on reducing scours
in piglets, carcass quality
and improving growth
performance.
The expert group
consisted of industry
nutritionist Heidi van
Sliedregt,
Riverbend
Pork Group production
veterinarian
Andrew
Morris, Idena export
area manager Veronique

Camau, Idena swine
market manager Frederic Laski, BEC animal
health, research and innovation manager David
Isaac and BEC national
key relationships manager Craig McCann.
The function was very
successful, with over 40
guests from the swine industry attending, noting
that a highlight was
being able to finally reunite with industry colleagues in person.
Both Idena products,
Forcix and Vali MP,
were trialled in Australia
with positive results.
Forcix SW is a combination of several natural
essential oils and plant
extracts selected with the
phytogramme process
and field-tested.
Distributed to the sow

Celebrating the official BEC Feed Solutions launch
of Idena products Forcix SW and Vali MP at a sunset
cocktail-themed function.

at pre-farrowing, Forcix
SW helps in management
of the impact of protozoa
– eimeriidae family, type
eimeria and cytoisospora
– and promotes growth
in young piglets.
At birth, piglets have a
sterile gut.
Soon after, a diverse
microbial community
originating from the sow
and its environment populates the gut.
Parasites such as coccidia have been shown
to affect the integrity
of the piglets’ intestinal
mucosa, leading to incidence of dybiosis at day
10-15 of age.
The affected piglets
have poor growth rate
due to malabsorption and
increased susceptibility
to other disease challenges.

Forcix SW offers piglets intestinal integrity,
is easy to use and provides healthier food for
consumers.
Vali MP is a blend of
plant extracts, essential
oils and trace elements.
It promotes muscle
development and limits
backfat thickness by
improving liver metabolism, shifting fat
synthesis to muscle synthesis.
The benefits of Vali
MP
include
better
growth and improved average daily gain during
the fattening period and
a better return on the pig
carcass.
For more information,
contact BEC Feed Solutions on 1300 884 593
or visit becfeedsolutions.
com.au

Queensland-based pork producers Stuart and Tracey Neuendorf, Idena export
area manager Veronique Camau, Riverbend Pork Group production vet Andrew
Morris and BEC animal health, research and innovation manager David Isaac.

Idena export area manager Veronique Camau and
BEC managing director Brett Antonio.

BEC technical manager Natalie Schwerin and pork industry nutritionist Heidi van
Sliedregt.

When you demand
performance,
turn to the product
you trust
More than 10 years of
experience with more data
than any comparable vaccine

Your trusted partner

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285.
®Ingelvac CircoFLEX is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0029-2021
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Flooded road in Woodford Queensland in May 2022. Photo: SES Queensland

Natural disaster impact survey
WITH rainfall continuing and resulting
in flooding around the
country,
Australians
are encouraged to stay
up to date with current
weather warnings and
alerts through the Bureau of Meteorology and
Queensland Fire and
Emergency Services.

If you are a primary producer and experience any
loss or damage to your
property in Queensland,
fill in the Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries
Queensland Natural Disaster Impact Survey or use
the QR code in the image
to help us understand the
scale of any impacts.
If you’re in an area that

has been through multiple events this season,
remember to keep good
records of any impacts
including date-stamped
photos.
This will help support
and confirm eligibility
and determine methods of
assistance.
And remember, if it’s
flooded, forget it!

A medical illustration of clostridioides difficile bacteria, formerly known as clostridium difficile, presented in the
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention publication entitled, ‘Antibiotic Resistance Threats in the United
States, 2019’. Photo: CDC

Superbug zoonotic transmission
FAO forwards proposal to possible from pigs to humans
address food shortages
THE head of the Food
and Agriculture Organisation of the United
Nations recently called
on G7 nations to help
anticipate future food
shortages, as the war
in Ukraine squeezes
supplies, pushes prices
to record highs and
threatens already vulnerable nations across
Africa and Asia.

FOA director-general
Dr Qu Dongyu told G7
agriculture ministers
meeting in Stuttgart
Germany, “We need to
actively identify ways to
make up for potential future gaps in global markets, working together
to foster sustainable
productivity increases
where possible.”
Dr Qu was invited by
the German presidency
of the G7 to discuss
the consequences of
the conflict in eastern
Europe on global food
security.
So far in 2021, approximately 193 million
people were acutely food
insecure and in need
of urgent assistance, up
nearly 40 million people
from 2020.
“It is in this dramatic
context that we now face
the war in Ukraine,” Dr
Qu said.
Russia and Ukraine
are important players in
global commodity markets and the uncertainty
surrounding the conflict
has caused prices surges
– particularly of wheat,
maize and oilseeds as
well as fertilisers.
These increases come
on top of already high

prices driven by robust
demand and high input
costs as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
In March, the FAO
Food
Price
Index
reached its highest level
– 160 points – since its
inception in 1990 and
only dipped slightly in
April.
Wheat export forecasts for both Russia
and Ukraine have been
revised down since the
start of the war.
And despite other
market players such as
India and the European
Union boosting their
offers, supply remains
tight and prices will
likely remain elevated
in the coming months,
Dr Qu said.
Countries that are
heavily reliant on wheat
imports include Egypt
and Turkey, but also a
number of sub-Saharan
countries such as Congo,
Eritrea, Madagascar,
Namibia, Somalia and
Tanzania.
Meanwhile, countries
that are heavily dependent on fertilisers
imported from Russia
include key cereal and
high value commodity
exporting countries such
as Argentina, Bangladesh and Brazil.
Offering solutions
According to FAO,
market transparency is
crucial.
That is why FAO welcomes every effort to
strengthen and expand
the Agricultural Market
Information System, an
inter-agency platform
designed to enhance

food market transparency launched in 2011
by G20 agriculture
ministers following the
global food price hikes
in 2007-08 and 2010.
AMIS is hosted by
FAO.
FAO has also proposed
a global Food Import Financing Facility to help
nations deal with rising
food prices.
The mechanism –
which is strictly based
on needs and limited to
low and lower middleincome, net food-importing countries and
selected beneficiaries
of the International Development Association
– could benefit almost
1.8 billion people in the
world’s 61 most vulnerable countries.
The facility has been
designed to include
smart conditionality
to act as an automatic
stabiliser for future
funding.
Eligible countries will
commit to added investments in agriculture,
thus reducing future import needs.
In his address to the
G7 meeting, the FAO
director-general also
called on governments
to, “refrain from imposing export restrictions, which can exacerbate food price increases
and undermine trust in
global markets.”
Instead, we must “ensure that any measures
taken to address the
crisis do no exacerbate
food insecurity and on
the contrary increase resilience,” Dr Qu said.

Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations director-general Dr
Qu Dongyu.
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A STUDY investigating
samples of the superbug
clostridioides difficile
across 14 pig farms in
Denmark finds the
sharing of multiple antibiotic-resistance genes
between pigs and human
patients, providing evidence that animal to
human – zoonotic –
transmission is possible.

The study – by Dr Semeh
Bejaoui and colleagues
from the University of
Copenhagen and Statens
Serum Institut in Denmark
– was presented at this
year’s European Congress
of Clinical Microbiology
and Infectious Diseases
held in Lisbon, Portugal
on April 23-26.
“Our finding of multiple and shared resistance
genes indicates that c difficile is a reservoir of antimicrobial resistance genes
that can be exchanged
between animals and humans,” Dr Bejaoui said.
“This alarming discovery suggests that resistance to antibiotics
can spread more widely
than previously thought
and confirms links in the
resistance chain leading
from farm animals to humans.”
Clostridioides difficile is
a bacterium that infects the
human gut and is resistant
to all but three current
antibiotics.
Some strains contain
genes that allow them to
produce toxins that can
cause damaging inflammation in the gut, leading
to life-threatening diarrhoea, mostly in the elderly
and hospitalised patients
who have been treated
with antibiotics.

C difficile is considered
one of the biggest antibiotic resistance threats
in developed countries,
causing an estimated
223,900 infections and
12,800 deaths in the US
in 2017, at a healthcare
cost of more than $A1.43
billion.
A hypervirulent strain of
c difficile – ribotype 078
or RT078, that can cause
more serious disease and
its main sequence type
11 – is associated with a
rising number of infections
in the community in young
and healthy individuals.
Farm animals have recently been identified as
RT078 reservoirs.
In this study, Danish
scientists investigated the
prevalence of difficile
strains in pigs and the potential for zoonotic spread
of antimicrobial resistance genes by comparing
to clinical isolates from
Danish hospital patients.
Stool samples were collected from 514 pigs in
two batches from farms
across Denmark between
2020 and 2021.
Batch A included 330
samples from sows, piglets
and slaughter pigs from 14
farms in 2020.
The 184 samples in batch
B were collected during
slaughtering in 2021.
Samples were screened
for the presence of
clostridioides difficile and
genetic sequencing was
used to identify whether
they harboured toxin and
drug resistance genes.
Genome sequencing was
also used to compare the c
difficile isolates from the
pig samples to 934 isolates
collected from patients

with c difficile infection
over the same period.
Out of 514 pig samples,
54 had evidence of c difficile – batch A= 44, batch
B=9.
Further analyses of 40
samples – batch A=33,
batch B=7 – found that
c difficile was more
common in piglets and
sows than slaughter pigs.
The authors speculate
that this may be due to
the difference in age between piglets and adult
pigs — with the younger
pigs having a microbiota
composition that makes
them more susceptible to
a successful colonisation.
In total, 13 sequence
types found in animals
matched those found in
patient stool samples.
ST11, an animal-associated strain, was the
most common – pig=21,
human=270.
In sixteen cases, ST11
strains in humans and animals were identical.
All isolates from animals were positive for the
toxin genes and 10 were
also hypervirulent, with
an even greater capacity
to cause disease.
In total, 38 isolates from
the animals contained at
least one resistance gene
– and overall, resistance
was predicted for seven
classes of antibiotics, of
which the most common
were macrolides, betalactams, aminoglycosides
and vancomycin – which
are important for treating
severe bacterial infections.
“The overuse of antibiotics in human medicine
and as cheap production
tools on farms is undoing

our ability to cure bacterial infections,” Dr Bejaoui said.
“Of particular concern
is the large reservoir of
genes conferring resistance to aminoglycosides,
a class of antibiotics to
which c difficile is intrinsically resistant – they are
not needed for resistance
in this species.
“C difficile thus plays
a role in spreading these
genes to other susceptible
species.
“This study provides
more evidence on the evolutionary pressure connected with the use of
antimicrobials in animal
husbandry, which selects
for dangerously resistant
human pathogens.
“This highlights the
importance of adopting a
more comprehensive approach for the management of c difficile infection, in order to consider
all possible routes of dissemination.”
Despite the important
findings, the authors
note several limitations,
including that they were
unable to determine the
direction of the transmission.
“The fact that some of
the strains in both human
and animal isolates were
identical suggests that they
could be shared between
groups but until we perform deeper phylogenetic
analyses, we cannot determine the direction of
the transmission – which
could also be bidirectional,
with the bacteria being
continuously exchanged
and expanded in the community and farms,” Dr Bejaoui said.

The effect of plasminogen on host and c difficile. Source: AGA Institute
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The future is bright
AS Australian Pork
Limited has spoken of
previously, a huge focus
moving forward is the
telling of the Australian
pork sector story.

The way in which this
can be most effectively
achieved is by hearing
directly from the people
who live and breathe it
each day.
APL has made a commitment to support a
number of people across
the entire supply chain to
take on these advocacy
leadership roles and equip
them with the skills to tell
their own stories.
We’ve run specific workshops with The Livestock
Collective around media
training, social content
creation and having impactful conversations.
Some of our participants have taken part
in this training through
their involvement in the
Australian Pork Leadership Program, a 12-month
course designed to develop leaders in the pork
industry, while others represent the broader supply
chain.
The latest ‘APL Leaders’
workshop revolved around
public speaking and unpacking how to articulate
and deliver key messages.
The reason for this level
of training was driven
by our leaders themselves, who are beyond

passionate about their
work and were interested
in learning something
more.
These industry leaders
were looking to develop
the tools to confidently
stand up and share their
perspectives.
They wanted to learn
how to engage a room, to
influence debate and to
pass on their knowledge
in a concise, clear and
relatable way for others
to be able to make up
their own minds on the
industry.
Over the course of a day,
they worked hard to hone
these skills and were challenged by standing up in
front of SunPork’s production conference – run
as part of the recent PIX
AMC event on the Gold
Coast – to give a speech.
Passionate, talented, authentic, relevant, driven
and generous.
These words tumbled
across my mind as I sat
back… actually, I’ll rephrase that… leant forward and watched our
incredible ‘APL leaders’
completely own the room.
It was amazing to think
that some of them had
entered the room that
morning unsure of how
they might go telling
personal stories on a
stage, especially to peers
– which is often more
nerve-wracking than to

those you don’t know.
As to the speeches,
there is absolute merit in
hearing subjects delivered
from someone who knows
their topic inside out and
believes in it so strongly.
The passion, authenticity
and generous sharing of
perspectives and ideas
strikes a chord with the
audience – familiar or not,
and despite the content.
So, where to from here?
Our ‘APL Leaders’ have
essentially delivered us
a proof of concept, and
there’ll be many more
who will follow in their
footsteps.
We’re committed to
growing our advocates
and to supporting many
more of our talented
supply chain through
these workshops.
Watch this space!
Ashley Gray
APL Communications
Consultant

Call to support British pig industry
THE trade body for
Britain’s struggling pig
industry recently told
Tesco, the country’s biggest supermarket group,
it needs to do more to
support struggling producers or risk losing its
United Kingdom pork
supply base.

In an open letter to
Tesco chief executive Ken
Murphy, the chairman of
the National Pig Association Rob Mutimer said the
retailer – given its scale
– was uniquely positioned
to act to prevent the destruction of the UK pig
sector.
Mr Mutimer said UK
pork producers were
currently facing unprecedented losses as costs
of production soar due to
record pig feed prices on
the back of higher wheat
prices, caused by the war
in Ukraine.

He noted it currently
costs $A3.59-3.83/kg to
produce a pig, but average
pig prices remain below
$A3.01/kg,
meaning
many producers are
losing money each week.
Mr Mutimer said
Tesco’s smaller rivals –
Sainsbury’s, Asda, Morrisons, Aldi, the Co-op,
Marks and Spencer, and
Waitrose – were paying
their suppliers more for
British pork.
However, he said Tesco,
which has an over 27
percent share of Britain’s
grocery market, needed
to do more.
“Unless action is taken
now and a fair price is
paid, there will not be a
domestic pig industry left
to service the demands of
your shoppers,” Mr Mutimer said to Mr Murphy.
In response, Tesco said
it recognised the serious-

ness of the situation UK
pig farmers were facing
and has been working
closely with its suppliers
to understand what more
it can do to support the
sector.
“Through the buying
models we already have
in place, our suppliers
have increased payments
to farmers by 3.4 million
pounds [$A6.03 million]
since March 2022,” a
Tesco spokesperson said.

“However, we would
like to do more and are
actively working with
our suppliers on a further
enhanced payment plan
to support farmers in the
short term.
In April, Tesco reported
a 36 percent jump in profit
for 2021-22, but warned
of a drop this financial
year as surging inflation
piles pressure on the supermarket group and its
customers alike.

Distributed by

Delivering superior
performance in all situations
The Seclira range is powered by the unique active
ingredient dinotefuran poviding rapid knockdown of
target pests
Seclira WSG is broad spectrum insecticide providing
a unique mode of action for fly and mosquito control
for external agricultural buildings
Seclira Pressurised Fly Bait’s convenient and easy
to apply formulation is suitable for use in animal
housing facilities

Membership
matters for APL
M A I N TA I N I NG
Australian
Pork
Limited membership
or becoming a new
member of APL is
important.

Every three years,
levy payers are required to confirm
their membership to
maintain voting rights
or nominate for APL
delegate representation.
It’s confirmed APL
members who:
Have the ability to
elect delegates to represent them
Are able to nominate
themselves for delegate election.
By joining or confirming your APL
membership, you’ll
ensure additional benefits, such as:

www.porknews.com.au

Access to the member’s
portal
for
member-only content
Direct support from
the APL producer relations team
Access to APL leadership programs and
education resources
I nvit at ions
to
memb er
event s
throughout the year.
Over the coming
weeks, producers will
be guided on the process to confirm or sign
up for APL membership.
Confirmation
by
existing members is
important, as is attracting new members.
If you have any questions about the membership process, email
members@australian
pork.com.au

For more information on
the Seclira range, visit
crop-solutions.basf.com.au
or contact your local CCD
Representative on 1300 791 009

@basfpestcontrolau
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2019 ® Registered trademark of BASF. W239831 12.2019
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A holistic approach for a zinc oxide-free piglet diet
n Part 2 – Alleviating post-weaning diarrhoea and lowering zinc oxide dependency
AS most of us are now
aware, the use of therapeutic doses of zinc oxide
for preventing and controlling post-weaning diarrhoea in young piglets
will be banned in animal
feeds in the European
Union from June 2022.

Part one of this threepart series discussed the
use of ZnO in piglet feeds,
the rationale behind its
widespread use, and the
emerging environmental
and health concerns from
prolonged ZnO utilisation.
The key to ensuring that
pigs can thrive and survive is for pig producers to
adopt a multi-faceted approach that encompasses
optimal nutrition, management, health and welfare
practices.
Part two of this series
will discuss several of these
factors, which – when used
in combination – should
be capable of alleviating
PWD in young piglets and
lowering ZnO dependency.
Unfortunately, there is no
‘silver bullet’ replacement
for zinc oxide.
Instead, pig producers
will need to adopt a combination of novel nutritional
and management practices
to manage PWD in young
piglets.
Let’s take a look at some
of these practices.
Nutrition
Balanced protein diets
Balancing dietary crude
protein level post weaning

will improve the intestinal health of piglets by
preventing an excess of
undigested protein from
reaching the large intestine.
Advantages of feeding a
balanced crude protein diet
include:
• Decreased proteolytic
bacteria populations
• Decreased pathogenic
e coli
• Decreased PWD symptoms.
However, it is critical to
ensure that essential amino
acid levels and ratios are
not reduced below the requirement of the pig.
High-fibre diets
Fibre in the post-weaning
diet plays an important
role in controlling the intestinal morphology and
microbiota of piglets and
improving gut health.
Advantages of high dietary fibre feeding include:
• Decreased PWD symptoms
• Decreased e coli shedding
• Decreased retention
time of digesta in the gastrointestinal tract
• Fibres can also increase
the activity of some digestive enzymes, such as
lipase.
Acids
Acids have been used
successfully in pig production as a useful tool
in controlling PWD
symptoms and supporting
piglet growth, particularly

around weaning.
The benefit of acids
comes from their powerful
antibacterial, antiviral and
antifungal properties.
Advantages of dietary
organic acid inclusion include:
• Increased nutrient digestibility
• Increased growth performance
• Decreased PWD symptoms
• Decreased inflammation.
However, the response to
organic acids can depend
on several factors – such
as acid type, inclusion rate,
the health status of the
pigs, and hygiene and welfare standards on the unit.
Pre and Probiotics
Pre and probiotics are
already successfully used
in many pig diets to manipulate the indigenous microflora in order to reduce
the risk of proliferation of
potential pathogens and to
increase resistance to infection.
The mode of action of
mannan-based prebiotic
has been well researched
over the past two decades
and their effects include:
• Agglutinate potential
pathogenic bacteria – e coli
• Modulate immune response
• Modulate mucin layer
• Maximise nutrient absorption.
Management
Sow and piglet gut health

Getting piglets off to a
healthy start in life will
help to maximise their lifetime growth performance
and minimise antibiotic
use.
The key to achieving this
involves promoting gut
health and development as
soon as possible after birth.
Alltech’s Seed, Feed,
Weed program supports
gut health in sows and
piglets by modifying the
swine gut microbial population to establish favourable and more diverse
microbial populations, reducing e coli attachment to
porcine intestinal cells and
optimising gut structures
to ensure optimal nutrient
absorption.
High-quality colostrum
Unlike infants, piglets
are born without maternal
antibodies, making them
vulnerable to infection.
Pig producers need to ensure that new-born piglets
have an adequate supply
of good quality colostrum
because colostrum is rich
in immunoglobulins.
These immunoglobulins provide piglets with
their first line of defence,
helping to build their immune system and protecting them until they
actively produce their own
antibodies.
Incorporated
into
Alltech’s SFW program
are feed materials such as
Actigen, which have been
shown to increase colos-

A holistic approach to achieving optimal pig performance without the use of therapeutic levels of zinc oxide.

trum quality and subsequently support the gastrointestinal integrity and
stability of the piglets that
consume it.
Creep feeding
Creep feeding is not a
new concept by any means
but not all producers think
it is worthwhile due to the
small amount eaten before
weaning – typically 200250g per piglet.
However, the goal of
creep feeding is to:
Increase the percentage
of eaters in the litter because the pigs that actually eat creep have greater
growth rates in the first
seven days post-weaning
Achieve the recognition
effect of solid feed once
weaned
Support the weaning
transition by preparing the
piglets gut to digest solid
feed.
Creep feed should be
offered from around 4-10
days of age – the earlier
creep feed is offered to piglets, the more significant
the proportion of the litter
that will be eating creep by
weaning.
The recommendation is
to start by feeding roughly
80g per day and then increase the amount given as
appetite increases.
Feeder hygiene is critical
when offering creep feed,
so keep feeders clean and
remove stale and dirty feed
daily.
Age and weight of pigs at
weaning
A significant challenge
producers face is getting
piglets to have an early
intake of solid feed after
weaning.
To ensure consistently
high feed intake postweaning and consequently
high lifetime growth,
weaning an older and
heavier pig should be practiced.
Producers are often limited by weaning age, but
it is important to note that
one extra day at weaning
can result in plus 0.8kg
per pig at the end of the
nursery stage and plus
1.7kg per pig at slaughter.
Weaning an older pig
also means weaning a
heavier pig, and this will
affect mortality and lon-

gevity within the herd and
reduce the number of days
to slaughter, which will reduce the overall cost of
production.
The SFW program in
pre-weaning diets can
help producers increase
weaning weights by improving the average daily
gain, feed intake and feed
efficiency of suckling piglets.
Drinking water quality
As water is an essential
nutrient, it’s necessary to
provide pigs with water of
sufficient quantity and adequate quality.
Furthermore, restricted
water intake can reduce
feed intake and ADG by
up to 15 percent.
For newly weaned piglets, it is recommended that
you:
• Ensure adequate flow
rate – 0.5-1 litre per minute
• One drinker per 10 piglets
• Correct location, position and height of drinker
in pen is crucial
• Check and clean
drinkers daily
• Check for salt – salty
water reduces intake
• Test the quality of water
for contaminants, microbes
and minerals.
Health
Biosecurity in pig farms
Implementing strict biosecurity protocols is one
way to manage bacterial
infections.
This can include ensuring that feed trucks and
vehicles are sanitised before entering the farm, that
pigs from different groups
are never mixed and that
producers operate a strict
all-in-all-out policy.
If strict all-in-all-out
policies are implemented,
the health status of pigs
will improve over time as
a result.
Vaccination
Enterotoxigenic e coli is
the most important pathogen responsible for PWD
in piglets, and vaccination
is shown to be an effective approach to reduce the
incidence of ETEC PWD.
Following a good vaccination program will reduce
the infection pressure and
increase the immunity of
the herd.

Hygiene
Dirty
environmental
conditions are also a contributing factor to PWD
because poor pen and
feeder hygiene can affect
the health status of piglets.
This can be prevented via
correct sanitation – follow
strict washing and disinfecting protocols, disinfect
rooms with a chlorocresol
product, allow rooms to
fully dry before new pigs
are moved in and ensure
that all staff is properly
washing their boots.
Welfare
Social stress and the environment
Pigs are exposed to several different stress factors around the time of
weaning – moving to new
nursery accommodation,
mixing with unfamiliar
pigs, separation from the
sow, a change in diet.
Because pigs experience
a high level of stress so
abruptly, it results in intestinal and immune system
disorders and ultimately
piglets suffer with PWD.
However, pigs are less
prone to disease and intestinal upsets if they are not
stressed.
It is therefore important that producers look
at ways of reducing social
and environmental stress
at weaning by focussing
on several aspects, such as
feed and water provision,
floor and feeder space allowances, the mixing and
movement of pigs, temperature and ventilation.
Reducing reliance on
zinc oxide
Implementing a holistic
strategy that combines optimal nutrition, management, health and welfare
practices will be key to
ensuring that pigs can
thrive and survive in an
era with less reliance on
zinc oxide.
Learn how the Alltech
Seed, Feed, Weed solution
can help you remove ZnO
from your piglet diets,
and start the conversation
about how you can begin
transitioning to ZnO-free
piglet production by contacting the Alltech Lienert
Australia team today.
For more info, visit
alltechlienert.com.au

Artificial intelligence and pig brain tissue combat Parkinson’s
LIVING Cell Technologies is entering a new
phase in its research, with
artificial intelligence to
be applied to the company’s ground-breaking
research to combat

Parkinson’s disease.

The use of AI – a relatively new technology
based on machine learning
– will ensure that the NTCELL product being manufactured for the compa-

Entering a new phase – artificial intelligence will
be applied to Living Cell Technologies’ groundbreaking research to combat Parkinson’s disease.
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ny’s third clinical trial of
NTCELL in Parkinson’s
disease is of the highest
possible quality.
Specifically, the company will evaluate strategies to ensure the pig choroid plexus cells selected
for encapsulation are of
optimal quality.
It is expected that AI
will be used to optimise
and select high quality
encapsulated cells for implantation into the brains
of people with Parkinson’s disease, as a potential treatment for the
disease.
Living Cell Technologies executive chair Professor Bernie Tuch said,
“This is an exciting step
in the manufacture of NTCELL.”
“It introduces modern
technology to ensure that

the product released for
clinical use will be of the
highest standard – improving the prospects of a
successful result.
“Additionally, it will
introduce
automation
into the process, thereby
speeding up the selection
of the microcapsules to
be implanted into each recipient.”
To facilitate this AI research, LCT has signed an
agreement with Sydneybased start-up OptiCellAI
Pty Ltd.
Award-winning engineer
and chief executive officer
Michael Urch and clinical
embryologist Tamara Treleaven are the brains behind the development of
OptiCellAI.
Mr Urch is a winner
of the IEAust National
Engineering Excellence

Award and the inventor
of the SeaUrchin Tidal
Turbine, which uses
flowing seawater to generate energy.
Ms Treleaven is completing her PhD in developmental physiology at
the University of Sydney
and is an experienced scientist in clinical in vitro
fertilisation and tissue
typing for organ transplantation.
While the core intellectual property of the device
to be used is owned by
OptiCellAI, new intellectual property that relates
to the manufacture of NTCELL will belong to LCT.
Mr Urch said, “We welcome this agreement with
LCT, which is advancing
potentially
groundbreaking research for Parkinson’s, a disease that

affects millions of people
worldwide.”
“AI’s ability to provide
intelligent insights and
predictive analysis to researchers has seen it become increasingly important in fostering preventative medicine and new
drug discovery.”
Under the agreement
with OptCellAI, the cost
of this engineering, software and biological input
into the use of AI in the
manufacture of NTCELL
is estimated at a maximum
of $360,000, based on a
number of milestones.
The process is expected
to commence this month
and conclude in May 2023.
The research is expected
to result in the development of two prototype
machines, together with
trained AI for NTCELL

optimisation and selection
requirements and a final
production machine.
Prof Tuch said, “OptiCellAI is advancing cutting-edge technology for
the development of new
solutions in medicine.”
“With the growing and
successful use of AI in
healthcare, there is enormous potential for such
technology and we look
forward to unlocking its
benefits.”
Living Cell Technologies continues to advance
its third clinical trial of
NTCELL in Parkinson’s
disease, having recently
signed a research agreement with the University
of Technology Sydney,
which will enable the
production of NTCELL
in Australia for the first
time.
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Foot and mouth disease
outbreak in Indonesia
FOOT and mouth disease is a highly contagious animal disease
that affects cattle, camelids, buffalo sheep, goats
and pigs.

An incursion of the virus
would have severe consequences for Australia’s
animal health and trade.
In May 2022, an outbreak of the virus was
detected in cattle in Indonesia.
The Department of Agriculture, Water and the
Environment has offered
assistance to combat and
contain the outbreak in
Indonesia.
DAWE is reviewing import permits for animal
products from Indonesia
that may carry FMD and
have suspended those of
concern.
In addition, DAWE has
raised awareness at the
border, particularly in
northern Australia, provided advice to state and
territory governments and
is liaising with its Indonesian counterparts.
The risk to Australia remains low in the absence
of close contact between
animals or the importation of infected products.
But FMD can spread
through close contact between animals and be carried on animal products or
by the wind.
Livestock
industries
should be alert to the
signs of FMD.
Australia is vulnerable
in that its large domestic
animal industries have
not been exposed to this
disease and are fully susceptible.
Australia has successfully kept FMD out of
the country for more than
130 years, but FMD has
shown its ability to establish and spread in a wide
range of environmental
and production systems
around the world.
Vigilance and preparedness are essential safeguards.
Anyone keeping or
working with cattle,
sheep, goats or pigs
should be aware of the
signs of FMD:
• blisters on the mouth
• drooling
• limping animals.
Typical clinical signs of
FMD in pigs include:
• pyrexia, though this
clinical sign is inconsistent
• severe foot lesions and
lameness, with detachment of the claw horn,
especially when housed
on concrete
• vesicles on pressure
points of limbs, especially
along the carpus, resulting
in knuckling
• vesicular lesions on the
snout
• abortion.
If livestock exhibit any
unusual signs, people are
urged to call their veterinarian or Australia’s
Emergency Animal Disease Watch Hotline on
1800 675 888.
Background
There have been a
number of outbreaks in
FMD-free countries that
have had large socio-economic impacts.
The 2001 outbreak in the
United Kingdom caused
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losses of more than $A19
billion.
More recently, outbreaks
have continued to be seen
in free countries.
FMD occurred again in
the UK in 2007, while
Taiwan ROC reported
several outbreaks beginning in February 2009.
In 2010, both Japan and
the Republic of Korea
experienced large FMD
outbreaks that required
extensive programs to
control.
The 2010-11 Korean outbreak was estimated to
have cost the government
about $A3.92 billion.
Australia
estimates
that a small FMD outbreak controlled in three
months could cost about
$7.1 billion, while a large
12-month outbreak would
cost in the vicinity of $16
billion.
To manage the risk, both
government and industry
engage in significant prevention, planning and preparedness.
Beyond its borders, Australia has invested heavily
in building the capacity
of countries in the region to combat diseases,
including support for the

World Organisation for
Animal Health Southeast
Asia and China FMD
Campaign.
This project involves
the coordinated control of
FMD by 11 countries in
the southeast Asia region.
However, FMD remains
endemic in most of these
11 countries.
Australia maintains a
strong biosecurity program at the border to
manage FMD risks.
We also undertake extensive planning and preparedness activities to ensure
that, should an incursion
occur, the disease can be
contained and controlled
as quickly as possible.
The Department of Agriculture, Water and the
Environment is continuing
its efforts to ensure Australia is well-prepared to
manage the disease.
In 2011, Mr Ken Matthews AO provided a
qualitative assessment of
Australia’s readiness to
respond to the threat of
FMD.
The report ‘A review of
Australia’s preparedness
for the threat of foot-andmouth disease’ is available
on the DAWE website.

Pig with FMD snout lesions. Photo: UK DEFRA

Pig snout with 2-day-old vesicles. Note necrosis of
epithelium at lesion sites.

Pig snout with 4-day-old lesions. Note scab formation
and healing.

Pig snout, gum and lips with 1-day-old vesicles.

Pig feet with 3-day-old lesions
along coronary bands of main and Pig feet with 6-day-old lesions.
supernumerary digits.
Note sero-fibrinous in-filling.
Pig feet with 9-day-old lesions.

Live yeast for sows and piglets

Microscopic yeast,

macroscopic effects !

LEVUCELL SB is a probiotic live yeast specifically selected for use in monogastrics.
LEVUCELL SB has a huge scientific background and proven results in farms demonstrating its
capacity to support a balanced intestinal microbiota and improve performance of sows and
piglets.
LEVUCELL SB TITAN benefits from a patented technology of microencapsulation with a
specific coating process ensuring optimal protection of the live yeast cells during pelletisation.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS

T: (07) 5451 0125 | E: LAN-Aus@lallemand.com
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com
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Stockyard Industries business
growth and new employees
STOCKYARD Industries is
pleased to introduce Jade Grundmann to the team as a Technical
Manager.

Technical Manager Jade Grundmann.

Territory Sales Representative for southern NSW, Victoria and SA Matt Bourke.

Territory
Sales
Representative
Queensland Myles Henderson.

Technical Manager Jude Parfitt.

Jade services all areas nationwide
and is based out of the Bendigo,
Victoria head office.
Jade is available for all service
and commissioning works, including system fault finding, technical advice on electrical systems,
commissioning all the newest technology and problem solving, and is
available to work remotely through
technical issues.
Jade comes to Stockyard with
over 10 years’ pig and poultry industries experience in service and
commissioning, and previously
worked with long-established
equipment supplier Big Dutchman
– working with and learning all the
newest technology available to the
industry.
He is looking forward to further
developing his extensive portfolio
and assisting customers with all
their technical requirements.
Jade can be contacted on 0488
013 407 or via email at techvic@
stockyardindustries.com
We also welcome Matt Bourke
to the Stockyard Industries team
as our new Territory Sales Representative, servicing Victoria, South
Australia and southern NSW.

Matt will also be based out of the
Bendigo office.
Matt joins us after having previously worked in the automotive
glazing industry for six years, progressing his way into a management
role, which assisted him in developing excellent customer relationship building skills.
Matt has grown up around his
grandparent’s sheep and cattle farm
in central Victoria, giving him a
strong interest and passion for the
agricultural industry.
He looks forward to meeting you
and will be available to assist you
and your farm in any way possible.
Contact him to discuss our vast
range of products and organise a
face-to-face catch up.
Matt can be contacted by calling
0472 902 522 or via email at
salesvic@stockyardindustries.com
Introducing Myles Henderson as
our new Territory Sales Representative based in the Clifton, Queensland office.
Myles has come from an extensive
background of sales and account
management over the past eight
years.
While new to the agricultural industry, he is focussed on the dayto-day running and consumable
products needed to keep your farm
operating.

Myles’ role has him on the road,
and therefore he is able to arrange
an on-farm visit and get to know
you and your farm in order to tailor
your experience with Stockyard Industries to what you need.
Contact Myles on 0437 859 421
to arrange your first visit or send
an email to salesqld@stockyardi
ndustries.com and he will reach out
to you.
Stockyard Industries is also
pleased to welcome Jude Parfitt as
Technical Manager based in Clifton.
Jude has come to us with a specialised skill set developed from his
20-years plus as an electrician.
Jude has serviced the agricultural
and farming industry in central
Queensland, where he installed
electrical and communication systems, including all the associated
Big Dutchman equipment used in
piggery expansion and renovation
projects.
Along with being available for
commissioning, fault finding and
repair work, Jude can also help with
technical and practical advice for
the installation of our specialised
electrical equipment for your farm
or project site.
Jude’s services are available nationwide, so feel free to contact him
on 0427 583 997 or email techqld@
stockyardindustries.com

AusScan Monthly Early Harvest Report for April 2022 scans
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Here’s my Card
THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.
Supplying the
Piggery Industry
with tarpaulin
• Shelter covers
• Blinds • Liners
• Thermal Covers
Phone: 1300 059 003
Fax: 1300 052 401
Email: info@polytex.net.au
www.polytex.net.au

William Coombs

Gavin Davies

Territory Manager

National Sales Manager – Swine / Vet Specialty

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0407 537 476
1800 808 691
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:
william.coombs@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0417 730 434
Tel:
1800 808 691
Fax:
02 8875 8715
gavin.davies@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Rose McFarlane

Kitty Wong

Territory Manager

Marketing Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
1800 808 691
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:
rose.mcfarlane@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0478 314 237
1800 808 691
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:
kitty.wong@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Dr. Andres Ardila

Meg Donahoo

Technical Services Veterinarian

Senior Account Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 480 499
1800 808 691
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:
andres.ardila@boehr inger-ingelheim.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493
1800 808 691
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

BASF Australia Ltd.
Level 12, 28 Freshwater Place
Southbank, VIC 3006

Ton Hovers
Sales Manager Australia & New Zealand
Animal Nutrition

Mobile +61 407 410 222
ton.hovers@basf.com

Advertise your
business card here
call 07 3286 1833
www.porknews.com.au

RUSSELL WATERS
Sales Manager

P: 0437 115 876
E: russell@maxumanimal.com
Laverton North, VIC 3026
maxumanimal.com

MILK POWDER S
CUSTOM BLENDS
PIGLET MILK REPLACER

CONTRACT PACKING
STOCKFEED POWDERS

TERN
EAS
genetic resources

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia
NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

Brenden McClelland

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

Phone: 07 4663 1279
Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071
Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmontpastoralco@outlook.com

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

(03) 9699

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld
Australia 4408

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

it

ome clea

steam

Wash & Steam
Hot W
Cleaners to 130°C
David Cadogan
P +61 409 049 793
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au

Doug Pearson
P +61 408 735 185
E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au

Office
Stuart Wilkinson
P +61 414 487 882
P +61 3 5429 2411
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au

www.feedw orks.com.a u

4,000 psi
240v & 415v
Stainless steel covers
Loads of features
Aussie quality
Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Aussie Pumps

02 8865 3500

aussiepumps.com.au

PRECISION NUTRITION FOR PIGS
For more information please contact:

Avril Grieve
Tim Fulton
Matthew Meggison
Branko Karaconji DVM
John Reeves

0438 352 443
0431 075 972
0477 387 392
0448 055 159
0412 264 497

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T:1800 814 883 F: 02 8876 0444 W: www.zoetis.com.au

www.porknews.com.au

WAYNE BRADSHAW : 0429 301 500

wbradshaw@jefo.com

JOHNNY BARWARY : 0438 631 337

jbarwary@jefo.com
ausinfo@jefo.com
Life, made easier.
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Here’s my Card
THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.

LALLEMAND
ANIMAL NUTRITION

1800 426 142

orders@apiam.com.au
apiam.com.au

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR
SUCCESS

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager

Sarah Jenkin
0409 715 559

Amanda Vardanega
0427 011 579

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

PIC Australia

900 1

Quali
ty

Clark Forbes, National Business Manager
M: 0427 909 361 E: cforbes@picaustralia.com.au
Mal Auld, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0427 086 931 E: mauld@picaustralia.com.au

RG Campbell Advisory

T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.au

QUIT EVAP AUSTRALIA

Peter J Chapman
0401 162 976
Email: peterchapman6@bigpond.com
www.quitevap.com.au

PIC Australasia Pty Ltd, PO Box 39, Grong Grong NSW 2652
P: 02 6956 2105 F: 02 6956 2203 E: info@picaustralia.com.au

Dean Guenther

Greg Heeney

General Manager,
Oceania

Country Manager,
Australia

Evaporation Mitigation Technology

Dr Pat Mitchell, Genetic Services Manager
M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au

NEVER STOP IMPROVING

Phone/ +61 407 774 714
linkedin.com/in/roger-campbell-95237356

HydroInnovations.com.au

Key Account Manager
(Southern)

Commercial Manager

SO

Garry Grant
General Manager

Haylee Clifford
0456 498 120

Business Manager

Director
ABN 79626160085

Global-Mark.com.au®

Key Account Manager
(Northern)

Business Manager

Dr Roger Campbell
agement .
an
I
M

Forbes Corby
0457 508 867

Tom Harrison
0428 668 266

Mob: 0488 715 151 | aleary@lallemand.com
Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388 | nlister@lallemand.com
Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511 | aturney@lallemand.com

gheeney@zinpro.com

dguenther@zinpro.com

M +61 (0) 428 162 193

M +61 (0) 412 853 270

Aaron Hines

Sales & Production Manager

zinpro.com

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)
Murray Bridge SA 5253
P 08 8531 2700
F 08 8531 2711
M 0419 559 011
E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com
W www.jacksonsaustralia.com

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES
Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Managing Director

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

(03) 9699
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7355

Aussie

Aussie Pumps

02 8865 3500

aussiep

umps.com.au1
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0434 468 644

KEVIN MARKHAM
0421 078 855

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693
Graeme Pope 0439 066 006

E: equipment@ifsaustralia.com.au
www.ifsaustralia.com.au

INTENSIVE FARMING SUPPLIES AUSTRALIA
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Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax:
02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164
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Fabian Barcelo
0447 444 674

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

DANIEL FISHER

Australia’s No 1
pressure cleaner manufacturer
2,000 psi to 5,000 psi
Engine & electric drive
Big Berty triplex pumps
OH&S friendly stainless
steel frames
Aussie quality
Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)
PO Box 749 South Fremantle
Western Australia 6162

www.reevegroup.com.au



Jodie Driscoll
0428 247 272

T +61 8 9430 9463
M +61 417 930 536
E brendon@iinet.net.au

Brendon Cant

M A N AG I N G D I R E C T O R

David Sinclair
Operations Manager

Bulk Feed Transport and Silo Aeration
Mobile: 0428 474 057
Phone: (07) 4634 7344
Freecall: 1800 242 699
david@customvac.com.au
www.customvac.com.au

24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411 M 0431 679 053
E TOM@MYORA.COM.AU W MYORA.COM.AU
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ASF blamed for worsening Asia’s pork supply challenges
IN the Philippines, Malaysia and Thailand,
African swine fever is
blamed for exacerbating
disruption of pig meat
supply chains.

With new cases officially confirmed at four
locations during the
second half of April, the
number confirmed ASF
outbreaks in Thailand has
risen to 86.
Latest notifications to
the World Organisation
for Animal Health cover
outbreaks involving 121
pigs.
These belonged to three
village herds in the south
of the country and one in
the northeast.
Since the country’s first
cases in November 2021,
one or more outbreaks
have occurred in 31 of the
76 provinces and in all six
of Thailand’s regions.
With some details of
outbreaks unrecorded, the
number of pigs involved
in the nation’s ASF outbreaks likely exceed the
2581 reported to the OIE.
As many as 80 percent
of pig farmers in the
northeast of Thailand
suspended production as
ASF spread in the region,
according to the local producers’ association.
At the start of May, the
Bangkok Post reported
that this production drop
– as much as 50 percent
– has led to pork shortages in the country and to
rising prices of the meat.
Urging farmers to return to production, the
industry body called on
the Thai government not

to fill the supply gap with
imported pork.
New ASF wave reported
in Philippines
In the province of Cotabato, pig owners are
suffering ASF losses
in a second wave of the
disease – it recorded the
culling of more than 5000
pigs in Kidapawan city
and 10 other towns.
Since the return of the
infection in December
2021, ASF has impacted
around 900 pig owners,
leading to total losses of
$A700,980.
A local official blamed
the resurgence of the disease partly on unregulated trading of pork from
Davao City and other
potentially infected locations.
Furthermore, owners of
pigs with suspected infection in the Philippines are
no longer compensated for
their losses by the Department of Agriculture.
Instead, owners are expected to register their
herds in order to be covered by the Philippines
Crop Insurance Corp.
With many owners
opting not to register, according to the local official, animals suspected
with ASF infections are
being sold through unregulated channels.
Located in the Soccsksargan region, Cotabato is
in the south of the island
of Mindanao.
Meanwhile, in western
Mindanao, new checkpoints have been set up
around Zamboanga City.
These latest controls

have been put in place
ahead of confirmation of
positive ASF tests from
three blood samples taken
from sick pigs in the area.
Though classical swine
fever and porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome have not
been ruled out, ASF is
suspected as outbreaks
have occurred recently
in nearby Zamboanga Sibugay.
This province belongs to
the Zamboanga Peninsula
region.
In one region on the island of Luzon, hog production was down 58
percent in 2021 compared
with the previous year.
Together with monsoonrelated crop damage, ASF
was blamed for a contraction in total agricultural
output in the Cordillera
Administrative Region
last year.
More cases reported in
Bhutan
Over the past month, the
number of pigs directly
involved in the ASF outbreak in southern Bhutan
has risen to more than
1000.
According to official
notifications to the OIE
since the end of April, a
further 872 animals have
been caught up in the outbreak.
Three more swine have
died and 538 have been
culled in order to reduce
the spread of infection.
Since mid-April, all the
cases have occurred in the
village of Phurbaling.
Located in the Chukha
district, this village is

close to the border with
India’s West Bengal state.
Local official inspections reveal biosecurity
measures to be good on
the commercial farms in
this area, according to
OIE reports.
However, sanitary standards are described as poor
for semi-commercial and
backyard herds.
Based on this risk assessment, authorities have
been carrying out targeted
depopulation, disposal
and disinfection procedures in the area.
Further ASF losses in
northeast India
In mid-May, further ASF
cases have been identified
in the state of Meghalaya,
with 45 more deaths on
one day alone.
Losses have now passed
250 in the Ri-Bhoi district
of the state so far this year
– the first cases there were
in mid-April.
In recent months, losses
of pigs from ASF have
been confirmed in other
northeastern Indian states,
including Tripura, Mizoram, Sikkim and Assam.
ASF returns to two
areas of eastern Russia
After a hiatus of almost
18 months, ASF virus has
been detected in Omsk,
according to an official
OIE notification.
Located in Russia’s Siberian federal district, the
region had been free of
reported cases since December 2020.
In May however, the
disease was confirmed
at a farm in the Omskiy
district.

Of the 330 pigs at the
premises, 20 died, and
the fate of the remaining
animals has not been reported.
Meanwhile, in the Urals
federal district, ASF has
been detected after a
four-month absence in the
Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Okrug.
Affected was a backyard
herd of six pigs in the Oktyabrsky district.
One of these animals
died.
For the Far Eastern
federal district, Russia’s
veterinary authority has
confirmed to the OIE that
no new cases of ASF have
been detected in swine or
wild boar in the regions
of Khabarovsk or Primorskiy.
Disease situation elsewhere in Asia
The number of ASF-infected wild boar in South
Korea is approaching
2600.
According to the latest
update from the United
Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organisation, as
at May 11 the figure stood
at 2593.
This is the figure
reached since the country’s first cases were detected in September 2019.
Since then, wild animals
have tested positive for the
ASF virus in four provinces.
These include Gangwon
and Gyeonggi and, since
earlier this year, also
North Gyeongsang and
North Chungcheong.
ASF has also been
linked to outbreaks at 21

farms in South Korea,
most recently in October
2021.
For the year to April 15,
ASF has been detected in
14 communities in five
regions in the Vietnamese
province of Ha Tinh, according to FAO.
This province is in the
North Central Coast region of Vietnam.
In East Malaysia, ASF
has been blamed for the
mortality so far of more
than 3200 backyard pigs
and 5500 commercial pigs
in the state of Sabah.
At the start of May,
around 200 wild pigs had
died of the disease.
Sabah’s
agriculture
ministry is urging all pig
owners to report any suspected cases of the disease.
ASF control is increasingly important as many
farmers are ceasing production, unable to afford
rising feed prices.
Meanwhile, in the neighbouring state of Sarawak,
the official announcement
is that ASF is under control.
One further CSF outbreaks on Japanese
farm
In the second week of
May, one further outbreak
of CSF was confirmed at
a farm in Gunma prefecture.
This is according to the
latest notification from Japan’s veterinary authority
to the OIE.
Previously,
elevated
mortality was observed at
the premises in the Kiryu
city area.

Around 100 of the 5500
pigs at the farm died.
Remaining
animals
there have been culled.
As with Japan’s four previous CSF outbreaks since
March, the cases were detected in the Kanto region.
This forms the Greater
Tokyo area on the largest
island, Honshu.
Affected have been
farmed pigs in three prefectures – Tochigi, Ibaraki and Gunma.
Control measures have
been completed at the previous outbreak, according
to the OIE report.
This occurred at Ota
city in Gunma prefecture
on April 21.
Latest cases bring to
13,600 the number of
domestic swine in Japan
directly impacted by CSF
over the past six weeks.
Based on official notifications to the OIE, 81 CSF
outbreaks have occurred
in Japan since 2018, along
with 4183 infections in
wild boar.
Prior to September 2018,
Japan had been free of
CSF since 1982.
Like ASF, CSF – also
known as hog cholera – is
a notifiable disease that,
according to the OIE, affects members of the pig
family.
Both diseases can cause
devastating losses in domestic and wild populations.
However, they do not
impact human health.
Despite the similar
names, CSF and ASF are
caused by unrelated viruses.
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Do you use Ingelvac CircoFLEX or Ingelvac MycoFLEX?
Great news, be rewarded for your purchases by
signing up to the FLEX360 Loyalty Rewards Program.
Talk to your friendly Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health
representative or visit flex360.com.au to find out more.
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