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Pork CRC working to drive down
greenhouse gas emissions

A COOPERATIVE Research Centre for High Integrity Australian Pork study
has found that greenhouse
gas emissions are 38 percent
lower in eco-shelters and
88 percent of the variability
in production systems with
common effluent management systems is related to
herd feed conversion.

Managed by Stephen Wiedemann while with FSA Consulting, Pork CRC Project 4C-117
‘Environmental impacts and
resource use from Australian
pork production assessed using
life-cycle assessment’ is the
first comprehensive study using LCA to benchmark greenhouse gas emissions from pork
across the full production system.
The project included emissions from feed production,
housing, manure management
and meat processing and assessed 14 production units
across different states and different production systems for at
least 12 months.
Average emissions to the
farm gate were 3.6kg CO2-e/
kg live weight pork and 6.36kg
+/- 1.03kg CO2-e/kg wholesale
(chilled bone-in) pork.
The lowest modelled emissions were from a Queensland
production farm using CAPCHP systems (1.5kg CO2-e/
kg LW), which is similar to
Queensland chicken meat production (1.3kg CO2-e/kg LW).
Pork CRC CEO Dr Roger
Campbell said it was interesting that deep litter housing resulted in a 38 percent reduction
in GHG emissions compared
to conventional housing, and
biogas capture with heat and
power generation resulted in
a 31-64 percent reduction in
GHG emissions from conventional housing.
Outdoor production (in WA)
also resulted in considerably
reduced GHG emissions.
“Pork CRC’s Bioenergy Support Program has helped drive
quite a move towards on-farm
biogas capture and power
generation and I expect GHG
emissions to decline substantially over time,” Dr Campbell
said.
“Also interesting was Ste-

phen’s finding that for similar
manure management systems,
88 percent of the variability in
GHG could be predicted from
differences in HFC, making it
the most important productionrelated indicator of GHG emissions.”
Across the farms, HFC
ranged from 2.4 to 3.3 on a live
weight basis (3.2 to 4.3 on a
carcass weight basis) and feed
wastage ranged from 5.5 to 7.5
percent of total feed used.
These values represented
15.2-20.4kg of feed lost per
100kg of live weight produced.
Individual units within farms
had HFC values approaching
3.8 on a live weight basis.
“These results show that HFC
also influences carbon emissions from pork production,
so it’s a double whammy when
also considering HFC’s profitability upside and clearly more
needs to be done to reduce feed
waste and improve HFC,” Dr
Campbell said.
“Based on these results and
those from Pork CRC’s benchmarking project, some producers have it under control and
others have some way to go.”

Leader of Pork CRC Program Four ‘Carbon Conscious
Nutrient Inputs and Outputs’,
Dr Rob Wilson said such a
comprehensive attributional investigation of pork production
from major production regions
and different production systems, utilising six case studies
and analysis of the national
herd, demonstrated the potential for Australia’s pork industry to markedly reduce GHG
emissions and move towards
Pork CRC’s aspirational goal
of 1kg CO2-e/kg LW.
The project report (4C-117) is
available under the Research/
Program 4 tab on Pork CRC’s
website at www.porkcrc.com.au
For further information,
email Stephen (Stephen.wiede
mann@integrityag.net.au) or
Dr Rob Wilson (rob@robwil
sonconsulting.com.au).
www.porkcrc.com.au

Stephen Wiedemann managed Pork CRC Project 4C-117
‘Environmental impacts and resource use from Australian pork
production assessed using life-cycle assessment’.

Pigs and politics – no pork barrelling here
I WRITE this article on the
Monday following the recent
federal election.
By the time you read this,
hopefully you know who the
government of our country
is made up of, because at the
moment no winner has been
announced.
Maybe it’s pertinent at a
time of much uncertainty
about the government to
look at the influence of government on Australian Pork
Limited and through APL,
how governments influence
the whole of the Australian
pork industry.
Of course, the greatest
influence the government
has is through its policy on
investment in research and
development for agriculture,
including the Australian
pork industry.
The Australian Government invests about $5 million each year for our R&D.
In doing so, the government is one of APL’s biggest
investors and we work very
hard to ensure the government sees the benefit in this
investment for the taxpayer.
The reason it’s a good idea
for government to invest in
pork industry R&D builds
on the concept of market
failure, which supports industry levies.
It makes sense to conduct
R&D at an industry level
because the business case
for individual producers to
conduct their own research
and development is usually
weak.
There are many positive
spill-over benefits for the
community through industry
investing in R&D, and the
government contribution is
intended to maximise these
community benefits.
These include better environmental and animal
welfare outcomes as well as
improved food safety and
disease management.
But there are of course
other government policy areas that have the potential to
impact on our industry.
These include labour and

Point of View
by ANDREW SPENCER CEO

immigration, animal welfare, planning, environment,
climate change and trade,
just to name a few.
APL has a number of different roles, which makes it
unique.
We are the R&D and marketing arms of the industry
but we are also the peak
body for producers.
Because the government
is a significant investor in
APL, it puts conditions on
our activity whereby we are
not permitted to act in an
agri-political manner.
This means that while
we can have preferences in
terms of government policy,
we cannot express preferences in terms of politicians
or political parties.
This doesn’t really place
restrictions on our effectiveness we believe, as we are a
body which argues our case
on the basis of evidence and
facts, and we don’t take part
in political campaigning.
Governments with weak
or non-existent majorities
present a potential threat to
many of the interests of business in general.
These types of governments have to form alliances
or agreements with others
who don’t necessarily share
the same political philosophy to be able to get their
legislation through the parliament.
It was such a deal in the
1990s in the UK that saw
the banning of sow stalls
– through a private members’ bill – which took the

industry there completely by
surprise.
It is APL’s role to work
with government in a co-operative manner and we will
continue to do so no matter
what the eventual make-up
of the government looks like.
Our relationship will continue to be driven by promoting the best possible policies
for the nation and the Australian pork industry together, based on comprehensive
policy research evidence.
At this time of a lack of
clarity about our government, the only clear indication is that this and future
governments will continue
to be more diverse and unpredictable, which will challenge us to continue the rational discussion.
To optimise our ability to
represent our producers and
our industry as effectively as
we possibly can, I encourage
all levy-paying pig producers to rejoin APL (or join for
the first time if you haven’t
been a member before).
As of midnight on June 30,
2016, all APL memberships
became invalid – which happens each three years.
Please go to the APL website (australianpork.com.au)
and follow the prompts to
renew your APL membership, which will also enable
you to vote for the delegate
of your choice.
Both APL membership renewal and delegate voting
only take place every three
years, so now is your chance.

Need a solution to control rodents
on your farm that is:
• Cost effective
• Reduces risk to non-target animals
• Delivers rapid speed of kill, second
to no other bait
• Has improved palatability for
better results
• Overcomes bait shyness in rodents
Purchase today in 3kg or 8kg
buckets. Bait stations also available.
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54 King Street,
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Energy costs – what you can do about them
THERE are three certainties in life: death,
taxes and rising energy
costs.

2016
AUG 2 deadline – Steak Your Claim,
Australian pork steak competition, P:
APL 02 6285 2200
AUG 4 - 5 – Livestock Cambodia
2016, Phnom Penh, Cambodia www.
veas.com.vn/index/articles/mod/27/
cid/365/lang/en/id/813
AUG 15 – APL Pork Industry Efficiency
Scheme Energy Workshop, Young,
NSW P: Nick 0422 307 292 E: nick@
energyguys.com.au
AUG 17 – APL Pork Industry Efficiency
Scheme Energy Workshop, Echuca,
VIC P: Nick 0422 307 292 E: nick@
energyguys.com.au
AUG 22 – APL Pork Industry Efficiency
Scheme Energy Workshop, Murray
Bridge, SA P: Nick 0422 307 292 E:
nick@energyguys.com.au
AUG 25 – APL Pork Industry Efficiency
Scheme Energy Workshop, Mandurah,
WA P: Nick 0422 307 292 E: nick@
energyguys.com.au
SEP 1 – APL Pork Industry Efficiency
Scheme Energy Workshop, Toowoomba, QLD P: Nick 0422 307 292 E:
nick@energyguys.com.au
SEP 6 - 8 – VIV China, Beijing, China
www.vivchina.nl/en
SEP 6 - 9 – 19th Federation of Asian
Veterinary Associations Congress, Ho
Chi Minh City, Vietnam www.fava2016.
vn
SEP 13 - 16 – SPACE 2016, Rennes,

France www.space.fr

SEP 17 - 20 – Allen D. Leman Swine
Conference, St. Paul, Minnesota, US
www.cceevents.umn.edu/allen-dleman-swine-conference
OCT 12 - 15 – World Nutrition Forum
2016, Vancouver, Canada www.
worldnutritionforum.info
OCT 18 - 20 – PorkExpo 2016, Foz do
Iguaçu, Brazil www.porkexpo.com.br
OCT 19 - 20 – Animal Health
Investment Asia, Hong Kong, China
www.animalhealthasia.com
OCT 19 - 20 – Vietstock 2016, Saigon,
Vietnam www.vietstock.org
OCT 19 - 20 – European Congress of
Virology, Hamburg, Germany www.
eurvirology2016.eu
NOV 3 - 5 – IX International Symposium
on Mediterranean Pig, Portalegre,
Portugal www.9sympmedpig.com
NOV 15 - 18 – EuroTier, Hanover,
Germany www.eurotier.com
How to supply event details: Send all details
to Australian Pork Newspaper, PO Box 387,
Cleveland, Qld 4163, fax: 07 3821 2637,
email: ben@porknews.com.au
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power individual producers to understand their
energy consumption status and provide them with
knowledge, understanding
and support to implement
alternative practices to reduce energy consumption
and costs.
Forty-two energy audits
have been conducted on
piggery enterprises across
Australia.
Energy consumption by
equipment was quantified
in each pork enterprise
that participated.
While the energy audit
varied depending on the
type of enterprise, it typically involved investigations of energy use associated with heating, ventilation, lighting, feed delivery and mixing, pumping
and manure pumps.
The farms received either an audit or a data
logger to monitor energy
use on site.
Gas usage was also
monitored on some sites.
A small water study was
also thrown in for good
measure.
Overall, 37 reports were
prepared, detailing biogas
options along with solar
photovoltaic reports to assess their on-farm feasibility.
Paybacks of two to six
years were identified for
many of the biogas systems, with the solar PV
paybacks being two to
five years.
Feedback on both the

biogas and solar PV reports has been very positive and a number of producers have requested
further information.
Furthermore, a ‘pilot’
group of producers interested in solar has been
formed.
In short, producers who
participated in this program are receiving an
energy report based on
their site information, a
biogas report, a solar PV
report and an energy efficiency options report that
includes information on
tariffs.
This information is
assisting producers to
better understand their
energy consumption and
what changes could be
made to reduce their
consumption.
These audits have already proven to be a valuable resource to many
pork producers, even prior
to receiving their individual reports.
For example, a participant of the program in
NSW found they had a
heater controller that was
not working properly –
the extra energy being
used more than paid for
a new controller in a short
period.
Water usage bills at another farm revealed that
actual water used was
200 percent higher than
what would normally be
expected for a piggery of
that size.

Biotronic® Top3
the breakthrough
in pathogen control
T

Pig Industry
Calendar of Events

by HEATHER CHANNON
Acting Research and Innovation
General Manager

sources pack, which will
include:
• Fact sheets;
• Calculators;
• Useful websites;
• Brokers; and
• Equipment suppliers.
The workshops will be
held at the following locations:
• Young, NSW on Monday, August 15;
• Echuca, Victoria on
Wednesday, August 17;
• Murray Bridge, South
Australia on Friday, August 22;
• Mandurah, Western
Australia on Monday, August 25; and
• Toowoomba, Queensland on Monday, September 1.
Each of these free
workshops will run from
9.30am to 1pm, with lunch
included.
To obtain further information and RSVP for
any of these events, please
contact Nick from the Energy Guys on 0422 307
292 or email nick@energ
yguys.com.au
We look forward to seeing you there!
APL tender round
On another note, APL
received a total of 40 submissions in response to
the calls for tender to address research priorities
for 2016/17 funding in the
areas of Production and
Welfare; Environmental
Management and Food
Safety; and Biosecurity
and Quality Assurance.
I thank all those who submitted research proposals
in this current round.
The review process is
almost complete and research organisations will
be notified of the decisions in early August.
For further information on any of the topics
discussed in this article,
please do not hesitate to
contact me on 0423 056
045 or heather.channon@
australianpork.com.au
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While we cannot do
much about the first two,
Australian Pork Limited,
in collaboration with the
Energy Guys, may be able
to help with the third.
As a start, do you know
the answers to the following questions?
Are your electricity bills
higher than they should
be?
Do you know what you
can do about it?
Are you on the best tariff for your farm?
Are alternative energy
options including solar or
biogas worth exploring for
your farm?
Energy costs have increased by up to 47 percent in some areas of Australia over the past few
years and are forecast to
continue to increase in
each state.
Not surprisingly, energy costs are a significant
production consideration
for all production types,
particularly indoor pig enterprises.
Previous APL research
identified considerable
variation in energy use
between piggeries of similar production types – indicating the potential for
producers to significantly
reduce both energy consumption and costs.
With the continual rise
in energy prices and an
industry goal of reducing
resources and lowering
emissions, APL identified
the need to benchmark energy use on farms.
APL engaged the Energy Guys, who developed
and carried out an energy
program for the industry.
This program has audited, monitored and identified potential efficiency
strategies to reduce onfarm energy use.
The audit aimed to em-

The installation of a data
logger on the water meter
showed the water flow did
not stop, even overnight,
indicating a leak.
The leak was confirmed
by switching off valves
and checking flows in the
system.
A potential saving of
over $15,000 per year was
identified by conducting
this water use audit.
As well as providing
benefits to the individual
participants in the project,
the information gathered
from the farms is now
being used to develop
resources to impart this
knowledge to the whole
of the Australian pork industry.
APL, in conjunction
with the Energy Guys, is
offering five free halfday workshops in August/
September 2016 to enable
pork producers to learn
more about this interesting and potentially costsaving, program.
One-on-one consultations will also be available after the workshop
for those who may be interested – bookings are
required.
The purpose of the
workshops will be:
• Demonstration of energy efficient options for
piggeries – case studies,
lessons learnt and key
findings from the piggery
audits.
• How to use energy
benchmarks – are your
bills higher than they
should be; what can you
do about it?
• Tariffs – what’s your
best bet?
• Solar PV or biogas – is
it worth it?
A number of resources
to assist producers to understand and implement
change are being prepared.
Each producer at the
workshop will be provided access to the online re-
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The Biomin® Permeabilizing Complex in
Biotronic® Top3 damages the outer membrane
of Gram-negative bacteria thus boosting
the synergistic effect of its components,
the organic acids and the phytochemical.
Tel.: +61 2 9872 6324
ofﬁce.australia@biomin.net

biotronictop3.biomin.net
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APRIL membership opportunity
AUGUST 31 is the deadline for signing up as
an inaugural member of
Australasian Pork Research Institute Ltd, with
the transition from Pork
CRC to APRIL progressing very nicely.

APRIL is likely to have
at least 11 inaugural members and 12 counting Australian Pork Limited, but
welcomes more.
The APRIL Board will
be decided at the AGM
this November and the
first investment round,
which is likely to be in
2018-2019, will be determined by the APRIL
Board and APRIL’s R&D
Advisory Committee.
The establishment timetable for APRIL is outlined below.
Membership responsibilities and advantages
are detailed in the prospectus on Pork CRC’s
website, but the bottom
line is membership costs
$75,000 per year, with initial membership for three
years and continuing on
a three-year rolling basis.
The first payment, as
outlined in the timetable,
is August 31, 2016, although this can be adjusted on request.
The next (second) payment will be in 20202021.
Members prioritised
Members will have the
right to nominate a director and will have a position on the R&D Advisory Committee, which
will determine research
and training priorities and
recommend investment
decisions to the APRIL
Board.
Members will have access to all research outcomes, attend all reviews
and attend the annual
stakeholders’ meeting and
AGM.
They will play a major
role in the sustainability
and success of the Australian pork industry.
Members will also be
given priority for base
funding of facilities, undergraduate and postgraduate training and industry
placement
opportunities through the Industry
Placement Program, a
Pork CRC initiative that
has been a resounding
success.
Member advantages
I encourage you to seriously consider APRIL
membership.
You may join as an organisation or as a producer/industry representative
group, a consortium of
producers or industry participants with like-minded
aspirations and ideas.
The means of becoming
a member are endless and
the advantages obvious.
With the signing deadline of August 31, a revised membership agreement will have been sent
to all potential members
by the time you read this.
If you’re interested or
want more details, please
contact me on 08 8313
7683.
APRIL timetable
• Issue member agreements and application
form for comment by June
30, 2016.
• Member agreements
open for comment until
July 28, 2016.
• Signing version of
member agreements, application form and foundation fee invoice issued
first week of August (depending on comments received).

www.porknews.com.au

Initiatives
by DR ROGER CAMPBELL
CEO

• Member agreements
signed by August 31, 2016
and foundation fee paid
unless alternative payment arrangement agreed
with APRIL by August
31, 2016.
• Pork CRC adopts new
APRIL constitution and
APRIL admits foundation
members on September
30, 2016 at joint board
meeting.
• Strategic
planning
meeting held with members in early October.
• New board appointed
at AGM on November 23,
2016.
Final reports
We have received final
reports on Projects 2C-115
‘Establishing the underlying causes of pleurisy to
enable the development
of effective prevention
and treatment measures’
and 4C-117 ‘Environmental impacts and resource
use from Australian pork
production assessed using
life-cycle assessment’.
Pleurisy project
Although the pleurisy
project was conducted
in Queensland to identify pathogens likely to
contribute to respiratory
disease in the state, the
results are probably applicable across Australia.
All 46 farms involved
were coded, so Pork CRC
and the researchers have
no idea who was involved.
The pleurisy score on
the batch of pigs (lungs)
tested across farms
ranged from 1.5 percent
to 65 percent.
Respiratory pathogens
A large list of respiratory pathogens was found
in the lungs, with the most
prevalent being mycoplasma hyopneumoniae and
streptococcus suis, found
on 34 and 38 farms respectively.
PCV2 was found in high
concentration in samples
from 29 farms.
Other pathogens found
were pasteurella multocida (24 farms), actinobacillus species (29 farms), actinobacillus pleuropneumoniae (seven farms), M.
hyorhinis (four farms), M.
flocculare (nine farms),
S. porcinus (one farm), S.
minor (one farm), haemophilus parasuis (one farm)
and bisgaard taxon 10
(one farm).
Most farms had more
than one species of bacteria.
Plating up
When
considering
bacteria levels in the affected lungs, which was
determined by plate score,
most bacteria were present in low numbers.
However, some species, such as S. suis, P.
multocida and A. pleuropneumoniae, were in high
numbers, indicating they
were potentially the pleurisy causative agents.
Estimation of the univariable
odds
ratio
showed the crude risk of
a positive result for M.
hyopneumoniae was higher for pigs coming from

batches with a batch pleurisy score greater than
10 percent, compared to
those from batches with
a pleurisy scores of less
than 10 percent.
The high incidence of
M. hyopneumoniae and
PCV2 found in lungs is
concerning because there
are vaccines for both organisms and the results
suggest vaccination procedures for both should be
revisited/reviewed.
S. suis was also found
in 82 percent of lungs and
while it is widely regarded
as a commensal in the upper respiratory tract, the
fact that it was the only
bacteria found in the lungs
of pigs from a farm with
38.5 percent pleurisy suggests it warrants further
consideration, including
for control strategies.
Sensitive results
S. suis was used as an
indicator organism for antibiotic resistance across
the 46 farms, with the
results showing that all
isolates were sensitive to
ceftiofur and all were resistant to tilmicosin and
tulathromycin.
However,
individual
farms showed resistance
to four of the five antimicrobials tested.
The report has been sent
to veterinarians and is
available under the Research/Program 2 tab on
Pork CRC’s website at
www.porkcrc.com.au
I think the results are
most valuable to the farms
involved and their veterinarians, as they all differ
in the pathogens found in
the lungs and in antimicrobial resistance.
The differences probably reflect differences in

housing, vaccination procedures and antibiotic use.
Ask your veterinarian if
he or she can access your
herd code number from
the abattoir involved and
then discuss your results
relative to the others in
the study.
Big thanks
I thank the abattoir involved, the veterinarians
and the research team,
ably led by Dr Conny
Turni and Dr Peter McKenzie.
I also thank all the producers whose pigs were
assessed, as the outcomes
should help improve the
performance of all businesses involved and the
industry in general.
For further information
on the outcomes and their
implications, email Conny
(c.turni1@uq.edu.au).
Emissions project
Pork CRC Project 4C117 found that carbon
emissions are 38 percent
lower in eco-shelters and
88 percent of variability
in systems with common
effluent management systems is related to herd
feed conversion.
Managed by Stephen
Wiedemann while he was
with FSA Consulting, this
project is the first study
to benchmark greenhouse
gas emissions from Australian pork across the full
production system.
This included emissions
from feed production,
housing, manure management and meat processing.
The project involved
14 units across different
states – all were monitored over at least 12
months and provided all
the data necessary for the
project.

For this, Pork CRC is
most grateful.
Average emissions to
the farm gate were 3.6kg
CO2-e/kg live weight
pork and 6.36kg +/1.03kg CO2-e/kg wholesale (processed) pork.
The lowest modelled
emissions were from
Queensland pork production (1.5kg CO2-e/kg
LW), which is similar to
Queensland chicken meat
production (1.3kg CO2-e/
kg LW).
Emissions down
Interestingly, deep litter
housing resulted in a 38
percent reduction in GHG
compared to conventional
housing, and biogas capture with heat and power
generation resulted in a
31-64 percent reduction in
GHG emissions from conventional housing.
Outdoor production (in
Western Australia) also
resulted in considerably
reduced GHG emissions.
More interesting was
the finding that for similar manure management
systems 88 percent of the
variability in GHG could
be predicted from differences in herd feed conversion, making it the most
important productionrelated indicator of GHG
emissions.
Across the farms, HFC
ranged from 2.4 to 3.3 on
a live weight basis (3.2 to
4.3 on a carcass weight
basis) and feed wastage
ranged from 5.5 percent
to 7.5 percent of total feed
used.
These values represented between 15.2kg and
20.4kg of feed lost per
100kg of live weight produced.
* continued P4

Alan Skerman heads up Pork CRC’s highly successful
Bioenergy Support Program. He can be contacted on
0407 462 529.

Dr Conny Turni, University of Queensland, very capably led the Pork CRC pleurisy project.

Veterinarian Dr Peter McKenzie played a major role in
the Pork CRC pleurisy project.

A Pork CRC emissions study revealed that biogas capture with heat and power generation resulted in a 31-64
percent reduction in GHG emissions from conventional housing.

Selontra Soft Bait
®

Rodenticide

A new and innovative solution for
rodent control in Australian piggeries
The Australian Pesticide and Veterinary Medicines Authority
(APVMA) has issued an emergency use permit (81758) for
the use of Selontra® Soft Bait Rodenticide in commercial
pig production facilities.
• Approved for use around external perimeters and areas
up to 9 metres away from piggery buildings
• Powered by cholecalciferol, a non-anticoagulant active
ingredient
• Highly palatable soft block formulation developed using
BASF’s patented FortecTM technology
• Overcomes stock residue and site contamination risks
associated with other rodenticides
• Available from CCD Animal Health in 5kg packs
For more information contact:

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes St Tamworth, NSW 2340
Phone: 1300 791 009 Fax: 1300 798 005
Email: ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
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Pork CRC Program 1 leader profile: Dr Will van Wettere
PORK CRC Program 1
leader Dr Will van Wettere holds an Honours
degree in Agricultural
Science (University of
Edinburgh, Scotland)
and a PhD focusing on
reproduction of female
pigs (University of Adelaide, South Australia).

Dr Will van Wettere and Pork CRC are very focused
on developing strategies to enrich the lives of all pigs.

After completing his
PhD, Will was awarded
a Pork CRC postdoctoral
award focusing on reproduction and he is now
employed as a senior lecturer (Intensive Livestock,
Pigs) at University of Ad-

elaide’s School of Animal
and Veterinary Sciences.
Throughout his career
Will has been fortunate to
receive extensive support
from Pork CRC and be
involved in a wide range
of CRC activities, including the CRC’s education
program.
Will succeeded Dr Ray
King as leader of Pork
CRC Program 1: ‘Reduced
confinement of sows and
piglets’ on July 1 and earlier this year he replaced
Prof Paul Hughes to run
Pork CRC’s annual sum-

Dr Will van Wettere now runs the Pork CRC’s popular annual summer course at Roseworthy, ‘The Science and
Practice of Pig Production’. He was pictured with the class of 2016.

mer course at Roseworthy,
‘The Science and Practice
of Pig Production’.
Transformational outcomes
Developing effective and
commercially applicable
strategies to mate a high
proportion (85 percentplus) of sows during lactation and produce high
pregnancy rates and large
litters from these sows
continues to be a chief
objective of Program 1.
Commercial validation
of a mix of existing strategies is currently being
conducted at a major Australian facility and once
completed the data will be
made available.
In addition, it is evident
from recent Pork CRC
work that strategies designed to enable mating
during lactation may improve reproductive performance of those sows
which remain anoestrus
during lactation but are
mated post-weaning.
For example, short

periods of sow-piglet
separation pre-weaning
increased litter size of
sows mated post-weaning,
while group lactation in
conjunction with daily
boar exposure dramatically increased litter sizes of
sows mated post-weaning.
It is therefore possible
that manipulating housing and suckling load and
boar exposure pre-weaning (even if insufficient to
induce a lactation mating)
could improve sow reproductive output.
Grouping sows
A second major objective of Program 1 is ensuring successful grouping of
sows during gestation and
Pork CRC continues to
support a substantial body
of work in this area, with
research conducted at a
number of Australian research institutes and commercial facilities.
Recent work by Pork
CRC supported Emma
Greenwood, as part of
her PhD, indicates that increasing sow space allowance during the first four
days post-mixing has the
potential to reduce sow to
sow aggression at mixing.
Additionally, work from
her PhD indicates that
providing sows with enrichment during the mixing period promotes positive behaviours.
In fact, there is a considerable body of work being
conducted, in conjunction
with commercial partners,
focusing on enrichment
for group housed sows.
Two major studies are
investigating the impact
of nutritional enrichment
(enrichment blocks and
straw in racks).
Developing strategies to
enrich the lives of sows
(and indeed all pigs) that
can be applied at a commercial level and achieve
real benefits for the animals concerned is likely

to be one of the biggest
challenges facing the pig
industry.
Lactation management
A third investment priority for Pork CRC has
been pre-farrowing and
lactation management to
improve welfare of sows
and piglets.
To this end, Pork CRC
has recently funded a
collaborative project between the University of
Melbourne and the South
Australian Research and
Development Institute,
investigating
whether
spraying sows with oxytocin pre-farrowing can
result in better-behaved
gilts during farrowing and
improve piglet weaning
weights.
This project aligns well
with ongoing similar research in this area.
Specifically, there are
two commercial studies
investigating the impact
of group lactation on
piglet performance and
welfare and fundamental
studies are being conducted at SARDI, the University of Adelaide and the
University of Melbourne
to investigate strategies to
quantify and reduce sow
stress at farrowing and
increase sow contentment
during lactation.
The innovative research
and training in Pork CRC
Program 1 has been rewarding, according to
Will, who reports that he
is delighted to be, in his
words, “right in the middle of it all”.
Dr Will van Wettere’s
contact details are as follows: School of Animal
and Veterinary Sciences,
Roseworthy Campus, University of Adelaide, South
Australia, 5005.
You can call Will on 08
8313 7911 or email him
at william.vanwettere@
adelaide.edu.au
www.porkcrc.com.au

Ensuring successful grouping of sows during gestation is a major platform in Pork CRC Program 1.

APRIL membership
opportunity
* from P3

Individual units within farms had HFC values approaching 3.8 on
a live weight basis.
HFC harp
We keep harping on
about HFC as a driver of profitability, but
these results show that
it also influences carbon emissions from
pork production, so a
double whammy and
clearly more needs
to be done to reduce
feed waste and improve
HFC.
Based on these results
and those from Pork
CRC’s benchmarking
project, some producers have it under control and others have
some way to go.
Like reproduction, I
think it best if we learn
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from one another, so
we will concentrate on
this KPI at our annual
meeting this year.
Informative report
The report of Project
4C-117 is extremely informative and provides
information
across
farms on most aspects
of pork production,
including veterinary
costs, so is worth looking at.
It is available under
the Research/Program
4 tab on Pork CRC’s
website.
For further information, email Stephen
(Stephen.wiedemann@
integrityag.net.au) or
Dr Rob Wilson (rob@
robwilsonconsulting.
com.au).
www.porkcrc.com.
au

www.porknews.com.au

Australian Pork Limited
Membership 2016-2019
New APL Producer Memberships are now available.
Any person or enterprise who paid the pig slaughter levy last financial year is
eligible to become a Producer Member. All existing memberships have expired,
and according to APL’s Constitution, previous members must re-apply. APL
Producer Membership is free for any person or enterprise who paid the pig
slaughter levy last financial year.

As an APL Producer Member you will receive:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The monthly pork industry newsletter, Pork It Up
Weekly and monthly market reports
Access to the members-only section of the website
Technical and professional support from APL
Subsidised travel to and from the Pan Pacific Pork Expo in 2018
Preferential registration to APL workshops, conferences and exhibitions
Opportunities to network with industry experts and other groups

To become a member please visit australianpork.com.au/members
Producers must submit their Membership Application by 31 August to be eligible
to vote for an APL Delegate. APL encourages you to submit your Application as
soon as possible.
If you have any questions about this process, or need any assistance, please
contact APL’s Events and Memberships Executive Heidi Eldridge on 02 6270 8807
or at heidi.eldridge@australianpork.com.au

www.porknews.com.au
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Values, catalysts and why conservatism is not our friend
NO there has been no
Marxist epiphany here.

This is about money, not
politics.
Friday, July 1, 2016 was
the first day of the $3.25
per pig levy period.
At a national average
baconer price of $3.76
and slaughter weight of
75.4kg, that is about 1.1
percent of the average
pig’s value.
In 2011, a group from
Australian Pork Limited
did a roadshow to consult our employers about
levies.
The basic points were,
first, that levies had not
increased in 17 years,
and second, if levies were
increased the payback
would be increased fresh
pork consumption.
One of APL’s values
(how you have to be prepared to behave if you
want to work here) is to
‘deliver what we promise,
when we promised it’.
That is, to meet or exceed expectations, accept
responsibility and be accountable for outcomes
and timeliness.
Table 1 sets out what

Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON
General Manager Marketing

was promised and how the
industry is doing against
those promises.
In addition to these, the
Australian pig industry
has done a lot.
Producers have generally made the financial
positions more sustainable
than they were in 2011
following the loss making
nightmare that was 2008.
More than 70 percent
of sows are now group
housed, there is a strong
quality assurance program that covers more
than 90 percent of pigs,
we have excellent traceability systems and it appears producers are in a
period of improving the
June
2011
actual

Levy increase by
June 2017
commitment

Increase in fresh pork
per capita (kg CWE)
consumption

8.5kg

0.8kg to 9.3kg

Fresh meat value share
(retail)

9.9%

Australian share of
processed

physical assets of their
businesses.
So, now that most pig
businesses are operating at
maximum capacity, where
should we go from here?
With 20:20 hindsight, it
appears we aimed too low
when we made promises
about the returns on additional levies.
Even when producers
were consulted in 2014
for the 2015-20 APL Strategic Plan, the memories
of 2008 still led us to
conservative targets for
growth in fresh Australian pork consumption and
pig price.
The 2020 goals that
were set for both are cur-

rently being over-achieved
by 42 percent in per capita
fresh pork consumption
and 8 percent in pig price.
In the process of resetting the goals for the
industry, the R&I team
asked Craig Rispin to
speak at the Pan Pacific
Pork Expo.
Craig is a futurist and
his talk was eye-opening
to say the least.
In fact, we are in the process of making it available
for all APL members to
watch.
The basic message (until
you can watch the whole
thing) was: “are you going to disrupt or be disrupted?”
Those are the only available choices.
It was a truly catalytic
talk and when we get the
video in a viewable format, please take the time
to watch it.
In the course of the next
couple of years it appears
that increasing demand
for Australian pork, accelerated by high beef and
lamb prices, may make
this a period of healthier
financial returns for Aus-

% of
levy goal
achieved

% of time
gone

Status v levy
increase goal

1.24kg
to 9.74kg

155%

83%

Ahead

10.9%

11.5%

160%

83%

Ahead

31%

31%

26.8%

-4.2% pts

83%

Insufficient
production

Average buyer’s pig
price (annualised per
kg – all pigs (including
sows)

$2.69

At lease hold
implicit

$ 3.58

Not
applicable

83%

Ahead

Differentiation of
Australian pork

We would make some progress but it would be later
in the five-year period

83%

No change

Promise

June 2016
actual

Table 1

Page 6 – Australian Pork Newspaper, July 2016

tralian pig producers.
If that is the case, what
will we want to look back
on from this good time
and be able to say?
For individual businesses, clearly the choice to
expand or not is a big decision, and everyone will
have to make those decisions themselves.
Either option brings
risks and opportunities.
However, as an industry,
what do we want to be
able to say in two years’
time?
1. Demand has grown
– both consumption and
price – and we remain the
most consistent revenue
growth generators.
2. We have continued to
manage risks so that none
of the significant ones
have come to pass.
3. We should approach
cost reduction with a
‘continuous improvement’
mindset.
That’s what the current
plan says.
Or should we be more
radical and target a smaller number of bigger outcomes and pick one or two
more disruptive options?
a. Australian pork is on
track to make up 20 percent of Australian meat
consumption by 2020 –
an increase of 10kg per
capita; or
b. Reduce feed cost from
about $1.50 per kg of Australian pork (at carcass
weight) to $0.75 per kg; or
c. Find a new, unimagined market for our products – we already compete
in the medical, ballistics
and baking markets – so
find a new source of demand to service; or
d. Something else entirely.
It is clear that we have a
great opportunity, so let’s
focus and make sure we
exploit it to the full!

Friendly Nation
Initiative update
THE Australian Government’s decision to
take Syrian refugees
provides challenges
and opportunities in
resettling these refugees in Australia.

Led by Australian business leaders,
the Friendly Nation Initiative aims to sign up
businesses and business
organisations across
Australia prepared to
become Australia’s corporate champions.
Following requests
about the opportunity
for Syrian refugees to
become a future labour
source for the pork industry, Australian Pork
Limited sought to become involved through
the National Farmers’
Federation.
The NFF subsequently negotiated a memorandum of understanding with the Migration
Council of Australia
reflecting the NFF’s
agreement to become
a program participant.
FNI intends to run a
pilot project with MCA
that aims to resettle
refugees in regional
areas to help meet the
workforce needs of
Australian agriculture
through supported settlement.
The NFF also met
with the Regional Australia Institute to discuss the program.
It provided some useful information and
advice for identifying
suitable locations for
the pilot.

This advice included:
• Looking at the potential for working
with Refugee Welcome
Zones, which is an initiative that commenced
in 2002 whereby a local government area
makes a commitment
in spirit to welcoming
refugees.
• Using towns classified as Industry and
Service Hubs for the
pilot as these are towns
with more than 15,000
residents and industrydriven economies.
• Utilising the Regional Australia Institute’s
Competitive index to assist in narrowing down
a shortlist of potential
pilot locations using
measures such as population growth, mobility
and labour market efficiency.
To run the pilot program, a cluster of 12-15
jobs would be required
in a single regional
area and there needs to
be adequate infrastructure and support for the
regional relocation of
up to 15 families.
APL currently seeks
members’ interest in
participating in the
FNI.
Please contact Jess
Edington at Jessica.
E d i n g t o n@a u s t r a l i
anpork.com.au or 02
6270 8832 for further
information or to discuss your interest in
the FNI.
Deb Kerr
APL General Manager, Policy
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Anthony Pierce, Ben Barrow and Andrew Morabito of TAFE NSW SWSi accepted
the award for Australia’s best short cut bacon.

Australia’s Best Artisan Bacon

Adam and Frank Zammit of Zammit Ham & Bacon with their winning bacon.

Bacon Week 2016: celebrating the
nation’s love affair with bacon
IT was a feast for the senses when in late June Aussie bacon brought home
the sizzle.

Australian Bacon Week
ran from June 19-25 celebrating 100 percent Australian bacon and also
drawing attention to the
competition local bacon
faces from imported products.
Australian Pork Limited’s
Peter Haydon said bacon
adds joy to the plate and
is included in many of our
much-loved recipes.
“Bacon is the meat allrounder and adds life to
dishes from breakfast until
dinner, entrées to desserts,”
he said.
“Bacon is as versatile as
the imagination, so understandably a wide range of
innovative dishes were created for Bacon Week by top
chefs, craft brewers, dessert
makers and more, including N2 Extreme Gelato.
“The majority of Australians are united in agreement that bacon made from
100 percent Australian
pork tastes better and is
of higher quality and Bacon Week highlights the
strengths of this homegrown product.
“Many don’t realise that
about 72 percent of bacon
sold in Australia is made
from imported pork.

“So, it’s about helping
consumers find the tastiest
true-blue bacon and identifying Aussie.
“The pink PorkMark logo
or the words ‘Product of
Australia’ mean the bacon
is true blue.”
As part of the celebration,
Australia’s bacon was put
to the test at the Australian
Bacon Awards.
The competition has run
since 2010 and this year
attracted 135 entries from
across the country.
Specialist, independent judges fleischmeister
Horst Schurger and chefs
Simon Bestley and Paul
McDonald, individually
assessed the appearance,
aroma and lean to fat ratio
of both cooked and raw
bacon.
The judges unanimously
agreed the competition was
tough as year after year
bacon processors up their
game, which is great news
for Australian bacon.
Fleischmeister Schurger
said: “The bacon makers
have listened to our comments and now the competition is harder, so by the
end the customer gets a
high-quality, home-grown
bacon.”
This year the judges
named Zammit Ham &
Bacon Australia’s Best Artisan Bacon.

The free range woodsmoked bacon was described by the judges as
having an excellent texture,
good lean to fat ratio, minimal to no shrinkage and
a smooth, well-rounded

flavour with just the right
amount of smokiness.
More information, a list
of restaurants that participated in Bacon Week and
recipes are available from
www.porkstar.com.au

Zammit Ham & Bacon

Pendle Hill NSW

02 9896 4511

National winners
Full rasher
1

Zammit Ham & Bacon

Pendle Hill NSW

02 9896 4511

2

Circle T Meats

Raceview QLD

07 3288 6788

3

Master Butchers Whitsunday

Cannonvale QLD

07 4946 6753

Short cut
1

TAFE NSW SWSi Gourmet Meat Granville NSW

02 9682 0222

2

Bargara Meats

Bargara QLD

07 4159 2267

3

Premier Meats

Tenterfield NSW

02 6736 1178
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Protection and Profit
from START to FINISH

Porcilis PCV
®

Australian Pork Limited’s Mitch Edwards congratulated Adam Zammit.

Long-term PCV2 immunity for performance and profit
A single vaccination (2 mL) to pigs from 3 weeks of age*
Rapid onset of immunity with long-term protection
Reduces viral load and shedding
Reduces mortality*
Reduces weight loss*
Increases average daily weight gain*
* During the fattening period. Refer to registered product label for full claim details.
Refer to Technical brochure for details of trial data.
Intervet Australia Pty Limited trading as MSD Animal Health ABN 79 008 467 034

Toll free 1800 033 461 www.msd-animal-health.com.au
Amanda Vardanega 0427 011 579
AU/POK/0715/0015 (1)

Mitch Edwards and Ben Barrow.
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Craig Mostyn Group’s China challenge
I WAS delighted to
once again attend Craig
Mostyn Group’s annual
Agribusiness Leaders’
Dinner at the ‘foodelicious’ Fraser’s Restaurant and state reception
centre in Kings Park,
Western Australia.

CMG executive director Andrew Mostyn and wife
Gabe Mostyn.

Ron Penn, CMG executive general manager, Meat &
Livestock and Jodie Mori, executive assistant to CMG
CEO Mark Wray.

Tuesday, June 21 was
the date for the fifth such
dinner CMG has so graciously and professionally
hosted.
Perhaps best known to
APN readers as the parent
of a very high-achieving
child – Linley Valley Pork
– CMG is a truly multilayered agribusiness.
It therefore takes very
seriously the need to interface and build big
bonds with all key players,
stakeholders and communities across Australia,
both on land and sea.
A very revealing and
remarkably frank afterdinner speech by WA Police Commissioner Karl
O’Callaghan was enjoyed
by a large audience and
really set the tone for the
gala night.
We learnt that Dr
O’Callaghan had four
foster children currently
living in his home, hence
his clear message to the
gathered corporates that
giving back to the com-

Cant Comment
by
BRENDON CANT
munity was something individuals and businesses
needed to carefully consider and, where and when
possible, appropriately action.
This is a snug fit with
CMG’s corporate ethos.
The 93-year-old company is well known across
Australia for its philanthropics.
Indeed, executive director Andrew Mostyn, who
welcomed guests to this

year’s dinner, has ‘corporate social responsibility’
in his job title.
While on this theme,
I should note that CMG
CEO Mark Wray, while
addressing this year’s dinner, announced that CMG
had just decided to offer
one of its senior executives for up to eight days
a year to develop a local
charity.
Sharing executive time,
knowledge and resources
would help deliver the future leaders of Australia’s
non-profit sector.
In getting down to business, Mark focused mainly on CMG’s substantial
seafood business and, in
particular, its evolving
trading relationship with
China and Chinese business people.
He began by sharing
what was happening in
CMG’s live lobster and
abalone business.
As he spoke, the likes
of moi were being served
some of CMG’s newly
branded seafood products, including Australian Dragon Lobster, the
southern rock lobster
from Tasmania and Jade
Tiger Abalone.
This year CMG will export $70 million worth of
live lobsters and abalone,
mainly to China.
To get a live product
into China involves packing the chilled fish into
foam boxes, then a small
flight from CMG’s ports
in Tasmania or Geelong to
the local international airport in Melbourne, then a
direct flight into Shanghai, then the government
clears them and they go
straight into the Shanghai
wet markets.
Numerous sub-distributors then take them out
to large and small restaurants having wedding parties or other celebratory
events across Shanghai
and in the coastal provinces.
Mark then went on to
say that margin control
and brand control were
sometimes seriously diminished just by playing
in the wet markets.
However, he acknowledged that the company
now operated in the age of
disruption.
China, he said, was leading the way with e-commerce platforms, exemplified by 570 million on
‘WeChat’, an application
he described as a cross
between texts and Facebook but with a massive
business recommendation
usage.
Chinese e-commerce

transactions totalled $413
billion last year, with
more than 60 percent of
internet users shopping
online.
More than 80 percent
of the e-commerce transactions are done on a
smartphone through the
recommendation of a WeChat user’s social media
presence.
Clearly, therefore, we
now have traditional
channels being challenged
by the modern channels
of in-country travellers
recommending products
through social media.
Mark believed that the
Chinese free trade agreement and e-commerce
had made all players in
the supply chain question
themselves in relation
to the ultimate customer
questions:

• Provenance (which region did this food come
from?)
• Did you really produce
this?
• Is it safe to eat?
• Is it good for you, especially based on thousands of years of traditional Chinese medicine?
In short, collaboration is
a key part of what CMG
does, with Mark suggesting that the three key
benefits of collaboration
were:
1. More efficient supply
chains;
2. More innovation; and
3. Increased shareholder
returns.
I’d suggest this all makes
good business sense, so,
once again, I salute CMG
for its ongoing commitment to Australian agribusiness.

Neil Ferguson, Westpork CEO, Jim Kennedy, CMG
chairman and David Lock, Mareterram CEO and MD.

Dean Romaniello of Linley Valley Pork was flanked
by pork producers Dawson Bradford Jr and Dawson
Bradford Snr.

WA Police Commissioner Dr Karl O’Callaghan.

www.primegro.com.au
Results are based on typical progeny growth performance
achieved using Primegro Genetics grown under a high health
environment and fed using the Rivalea Nutritional Program.
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Ron Penn, CMG executive general manager, Meat & Livestock, Mark Wray, CMG
CEO and Andy Bennett, CMG manager Talloman. Andy recently received an Order
of Australia Medal in the General Division for services to the rendering industry.
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Six fundamentals to achieve your
animals’ genetic potential.

NUTRIENT FORM
& FUNCTION

6

2
REPRODUCTIVE
FUNCTION

MICROBIOMICS

5

3

GUT
DEVELOPMENT

IMMUNE
DEFENCE

4
FEED QUALITY

Nutrients are a potent stimulus of gene expression. Knowing this helps us explain why
performance can be improved and provides important clues on HOW to optimize the cell, tissue
and organ function through the diet. Nutrigenomics ensures precision nutrition that targets
animal performance looking to the future and what physical, financial and environmental
benefits can be sustained.

NUTRITION PROGRAM

Tel: 1 800 649 231 | lienerts.com.au
Lienert Australia Head Office | 8 Roseworthy Rd | Roseworthy 5371 | SA | Australia
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High-head cutter pump

Pig Farm Perspective

TSURUMI’S new CR
series 3” and 4” highhead cutter pumps produce heads of up to 70m.

by Bruce the brainy pig

I WAS fortunate enough
to attend a recent presentation by American
swine veterinarian Dr
William Hollis.

He gave a fantastic
presentation on maximising tonnage sold per sow,
per year, and drew on his
experiences in the US towards achieving 30 pigs
per sow, per year.
The presentation centred around two primary
areas: herd health (isolation, biosecurity, timely
diagnostics and vaccination where necessary);
and acclimation, covering in particular herd
stability and gilt acclimation prior to breeding.
I found Dr Hollis’s experiences with gilt pool
acclimation particularly
interesting and full of
old-fashioned common
sense.
The take-home message on achieving adequate gilt development
was to ensure you always plan ahead.

Key points presented
to ensure maximum
productivity from gilts
throughout their lifetime included:
• Identifying the most
fertile females;
• Breeding gilts on the
basis of weight and not
age;
• Avoiding selecting
slow-growing gilts;
• Ensuring gilts are
properly immunised and
developed for the farm’s
health status; and
• Starting
puberty
stimulation 30 days prior to maximum allowable market weight (although bear in mind that
Dr Hollis was presenting with the US market
in mind, at which pigs
are typically marketed
at heavier weights).
A five-step process
had been produced to
ensure the number of
gilts on-hand is right.
Failure to have adequate gilts available for
breeding was shown to
have a significant effect

on cash flow and underutilisation of facilities (in the way of tens
of thousands of dollars
lost per year).
Dr Hollis’s key processes to begin as early
as possible included:
calculating the number
of gilts required three
months prior to mating;
synchronising gilts at
160 days; avoiding mating on the first heat; and
recording any stall or
heat-no-serves.
In addition, farms
should start with 125
percent of their target
gilt needs to account for
the estimated 22 percent
that do not cycle during
a 30-day boar stimulation period.
These non-responding
gilts should only enter
the breeding herd as
a very last resort, and
their inclusion should
not be routine.
The importance of
a steady boar supply
should also be emphasised, as, after all, it

does take two to tango.
Ensure that teaser
boars are of high-quality genetics with high
libido, and include a
range of ages in your
boar herd.
Research has also
shown that for maximum heat detection, the
gilt should be taken to
the boar, rather than the
boar to the gilt.
This is contrary to the
current practice in most
piggeries.
A minimum of 15
minutes per day gilt
exposure to a boar is
recommended, with a
minimum of one boar
for every 12 gilts.
While the above tips
are useful tools to remember, the most important strategy in
achieving timely development of top-quality
gilts is to plan ahead.
Ensure that your gilt
development is up to
scratch so you’re not
caught short at the last
minute.

Designed for cutting
fibrous material in industrial or effluent/sewage applications, the new
series was developed for
applications where pumping out either over longer
distances or higher elevations is required.
Aussie Pumps Tsurumi
manager Neil Bennett
said, “The new high-head
pump range is expected to

be of real interest in sewage, effluent and industrial waste applications
where more head is required than conventional
equipment.”
“The combination of the
ability to chop material
and pump to a high head
is a new development.”
The new Tsurumi threephase CR series starts
from 2.2kW units that offer flows of up to 600l/pm
with heads to 20m.
At the other end of the
scale, the big 22kW 4”

The new Tsurumi CR cutter pumps with high-head
performance come with a guide rail option to make
maintenance simple and cost effective.

Live yeast for sows and piglets
Why do some piglets walk
with their heads held high?

Because Levucell ®SB piglets are
pleased with their performance!

Levucell®SB improves farrowing conditions and improves
milk production at the onset of lactation.
With improved vitality, Levucell®SB piglets have a better survival
rate during the neonatal period and enhanced performances
until weaning.
T: 1300 247 448 / E: QSS-Lan@lallemand.com
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com.au
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version delivers maximum flow of 1700l/pm
with a head of 70m.
All Tsurumi submersible
pumps are backed with a
three-year warranty.
This is possible because
they incorporate features
that make them extremely
robust, and they are designed for an extended
working life in severe
conditions.
The Tsurumi CR series incorporates a cutter
mechanism that consists
of a tungsten carbide tip
channel impeller and a
sawtooth suction cover
hardened surface.
The cutter mechanism
cuts fibrous material into
small pieces, permitting
clog-free pumping.
Like all Tsurumi sewage
and wastewater pumps,
the new CR series comes
with a unique anti-wicking cable entry.
This Tsurumi mechanism protects the motor by
sealing the stripped-back
cable conductors with a
moulded rubber or epoxy
‘potting’, which has been
loaded between each
strand of the conductor.
This unique feature prevents wicking along the
strands of the conductor itself and protects the motor.
The motors are a drytype squirrel-cage induction design, housed in a
water-tight casing.
They conform to insulation classes E and F.
In each of these insulation classes, all standard
pumps can be used in ambient temperatures of up
to 40C.
The CR series’ mechanical seal is a double silicone carbon style housed
inside an oil chamber.
The oil chamber, located
beneath the pump chamber
and motor, prevents ingress
of water to the motor.
Tsurumi’s fully oil-immersed mechanical seals
eliminate spring failure
caused by corrosion, abrasion or fouling.
The seal chamber is also
fitted with a patented ‘oil
lifter’.
This is a lubricating device for the mechanical
seal.
It utilises the centrifugal
force of the shaft seal by
forcibly supplying lubricating oil to the mechanical seals.
This simple device protects both seals, lubricating and cooling but retaining stable shaft seal
effect to extend life.
Pumps up to 7.5kW have
an auto cut-out resetting
circle thermal protector.
This is integrated into
the motor housing.
The CTP directly cuts
the motor circuit if excessive heat builds up or
an overcurrent caused by
electrical or mechanical
failure occurs.
Sliding discharge connectors are also available
for the cutter pump range
and are popular for permanent installations.
Pumps can be easily removed for maintenance
without the need to drain
the wastewater pond.
The Tsurumi C series pumps are available
in a wide range of options from 50 through to
100mm discharge bores
and with power ratings between 0.75kW and 15kW.
Free catalogues on the
complete Tsurumi range
are readily available from
Aussie Pumps (www.
a u s s i e p u m p s. c o m. a u)
and master distributors
throughout Australia.
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MSD Animal Health sponsors vets to pig events in Ireland
FOR a week in early
June 2016, MSD Animal
Health Australia national key account manager
for swine Amanda Vardanega participated with a
group of Australian swine
veterinarians in attending
the 24th International Pig
Veterinary Society Congress and eighth European Symposium of Porcine
Health Management in
Dublin, Ireland.

In conjunction with the
MSD Ireland swine team,
the group commenced
its tour with a visit to a
family owned pig farm in
County Kildare.
This farm runs 2800
sows, using group housing, with stalls from
weaning to service.
Pigs are weaned at 24
days of age with an average 7.5kg weaning weight.
The pigs are then exported to England at nine
weeks old and 30kg to be
grown out.
The farm has some impressive production performance: 88 percent farrowing rate, 15 pigs born
alive, with 13 pigs weaned
per litter for the past three
months.
This farm increases efficiency with an all-liquid
feeding system for both
dry and lactating sows,
using local by-products.
Interesting insights the
vets identified were in relation to nutrition and the
use of alternative behaviour enrichments.
The visiting vets were
also very impressed with
the consistency of sow
body condition in the
group housing systems.
During this farm visit,
the group observed and

administered both MSD’s
ready to use combination
vaccine, Porcilis PCV M
Hyo, and the new needleless intradermal vaccine
delivery technology, IDAL
system, both of which
MSD has registered in
Europe and a number of
countries in Asia (yet to
be registered in Australia).
While using the IDAL
system on farm, the vets
were pleasantly surprised
at the total lack of stress
and pain experienced by
the piglets when administering the vaccine, with
one vet inquiring: “Have
the pigs been sedated?”
The group then attended an MSD Animal
Health pre-IPVS/ESPHM
seminar for invited guests
from around the world.
The two-day event held
at the Double Tree Hilton
Hotel in Dublin focused
on MSD’s ReproPig and
Respig Management Systems, with MSD’s global
technical directors Dr
Miquel Collel and Dr Rika Jolie hosting and presenting.
The first day’s focus
was: Why is reproduction
the future of pork production?
Guest speakers such as
Dr Tim Stein, DP Techlink presented on ‘Reproduction management: low
investments – high returns; and Dennis DiPietre, consulting economist,
Knowledge Ventures discussed the ‘Many benefits
of variance reduction in
the global pork industry’.
Day two of the MSD
seminars focused on: Improving pig health and
wellbeing, the importance
of vaccines.

Interesting presentations on MSD innovations
included: ‘Introduction
of RNA particle vaccine
technology’ from Mark
Mogler, MSD US; and
‘The dermis as a prime
site of vaccine delivery –
anatomical and immunological considerations’ by
Prof Artur Summerfield,
chair of Veterinary Immunology Vetsuisse Faculty, University of Bern
and Institute of Virology
and Immunology, Bern,
Switzerland.
On completion of the
MSD seminars, the 24th
IPVS and eighth ESPHM
commenced with a welcome ceremony held at
the Royal Dublin Society,
one of Dublin’s most historic and prestigious congress venues.
The IPVS/ESPHM provided a forum for global
swine industry professionals and for four days,
relevant topics to the pig
industry were presented
and discussed including:
animal welfare, prevention and treatments for
several important pig diseases, pig nutrition, pig
reproduction and genetics.
As part of its commitment to the pig industry,
MSD Animal Health hosted a satellite symposium
titled ‘Building Consumer
Trust in the Global Pork
Industry – Starts Here’.
The symposium explored the relationship
between the swine industry and pork consumers,
and how veterinarians can
contribute positively to
this relationship.
Along with this symposium, MSD Animal
Health sponsored the

IPVS/ESPHM event and
presented the latest state
of the art technologies in
pig health.
MSD also had several
abstracts accepted for oral
presentations.
Additionally, MSD presented to the congress
an impressive number
of studies on scientific
advancements made in
swine health, with more
than 60 posters covering
various aspects of PRRS,
PCV2, IDAL system, diagnostics and reproductive performance.
IPVS/ESPHM hosted
two social events as part
of the program.
On Thursday evening
the delegates were treated
to the great sport of Irish
horse racing at Leopardstown Racecourse, with a
live band entertaining the
crowds on the completion
of the races.
The final night saw the
gala dinner held in the
RDS grand hall, with
wonderful Irish singers
and dancers entertaining
the crowd.
In free time the group
enjoyed the wonderful summer weather and
sights of Dublin including the Book of Kells
and Long Room at Trinity College, St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Dublin Castle,
St Stephen’s Green and
Temple Bar.
It was a very interesting,
informative and enjoyable
visit to Ireland.
MSD Animal Health
Australia looks forward
to the new MSD technologies arriving in Australia and to the next IPVS
in Chongqing, China in
2018.

The group visited a pig farm in County Kildare. The group comprised Dr Sarah Jenkin
(Chris Richards & Associates), Dr Tim Ahern (Chris Richards and Associates), Dr
Bernie Gleeson (SunPork Farms), Dr Greg Tuckett (Scolexia), Amanda Vardanega
(MSD Animal Health Australia), Dr Anke Woeckel (Rivalea Australia) and Michael Roe
(MSD Animal Health Ireland).

The MSD Animal Health stand at IVPS/ESPHM 2016, Dublin, Ireland.

CRA
100% Pigs

Abbey Animal Health Young Gun award
winner Madison Davey (centred), Michael
Findlay (Abbey) and Susan Dawson (Portec).

Striving for Excellence Award winners Ian,
Cameron and John Hill, 3 generations of
Bailey Creek Pork.

Bayer Day to Day Innovation Award winner
Graeme Dent (Bimbadeen Farm) and Domenic
Dell’Osa (Bayer).

MSD Porcilis PCV Leading Edge Innovation
Award winners Tim and Judy Croagh (Western
Plains Pork) and Amanda Vardanega (MSD).

Elanco Animal Health Hygeine and Sanitation
Award - Kim Nairn (Portec) accepting the
award on behalf of GD Pork Coolup.

Congratulations
to the winners at
the Porkademy
Awards event,
held at the
Apiam 100%
Pigs Industry
Conference.
Biomin Biosecurity Award - Sarah Jenkin
(CRA) accepting the award on behalf of Curly
Tail Pork from Neil Gannon (Biomin).

Chris Richards & Associates
www.porknews.com.au

chrisrichards.com.au | Phone: 1800 426 142 | Fax: 03 5445 5914
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New biosecurity laws commence for
Queensland livestock producers
PORK Queensland
Inc and Biosecurity
Queensland are urging livestock producers to be aware of new
biosecurity laws that
commenced on July 1,
2016.

General manager for
Animal Biosecurity
and Welfare Dr Allison
Crook said it was important producers were
aware of the new laws
and what they meant for
their business.
Dr Crook said the
property identification
code system was continuing.
“If you keep designated animals, you are
considered a registrable
biosecurity entity and
must register your details with Biosecurity
Queensland,” she said.
“This is similar to the
previous property registration requirements
– the terminology of
who must register is a
little different, but what
is considered a designated animal remains
unchanged.”
You must register if
you keep:
• One or more pigs,
cattle, sheep, goats,
bison, buffalo, deer,
members of the camel
family or members of
the equine family;
• 100 or more designated birds – those that

New ROTO feeders
At last! A feeder at an economical price
with features to maximise profits.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Virtually no feed wastage - the feed bowl cannot flood
No adjustment necessary - set it and leave it
110kg feed hopper capacity
Thick and tough poly feed bowl (made from poly bull-bar material)
Poly lid and one-piece hopper (made from poly tank material)
Weaner feeder feeds 60 pigs from 7 to 45kg
Grower feeder feeds 60 pigs from 30 to 130kg
All steel parts hot dip galvanised or stainless steel
Simple design means trouble-free use for years
Developed in Australia for Aussie pig farmers.

End the feed waste!

Page 12 – Australian Pork Newspaper, July 2016

President’s Perspective
by JOHN COWARD

are raised for human
consumption (poultry) or
the production of eggs
for human consumption
(such as chickens), or
that have been released
into free flight since they
started being kept in captivity (such as racing pigeons); or
• One or more bee
hives.
Dr Crook said in most
cases the owner of the
animals would need to
register because they
normally had ultimate
care and control of the
animals.
“If you keep livestock,
when you register as
a biosecurity entity a
PIC will be issued,” she
said.
“If you already held
a PIC, you will be automatically registered
as a biosecurity entity on July 1, 2016
and registration will
remain effective for
three years.”
A major theme of
the new laws is that of
shared responsibility –
that everyone is respon-

sible for managing their
own biosecurity risks.
The laws introduce
the general biosecurity
obligation, meaning
livestock
producers
must take an active
role in managing biosecurity risks under
their control and must
ensure their actions do
not spread plant and
animal pests, diseases
or contaminants.
You are not expected
to know about all types
of pests and diseases,
however you are expected to know about
those you could potentially come across as
part of your daily activities.
You need to ensure
you can recognise and
manage the various
pest animal and plant
species present in your
area.
In the next edition of
Australian Pork Newspaper I will explain the
specific requirements
for pork producers operating in Queensland.

New country of origin
food labels are here

AUSTRALIA’S
new
country of origin food
labelling laws came into
effect on July 1, helping Aussie consumers
find out more about their
food.

The Australian Made
Campaign’s (AMCL) famous Australian Made,
Australian Grown kangaroo logo will feature on
most new labels, along
with a bar chart showing what proportion of the
ingredients come from
Australia.
It’ll give shoppers a better understanding of how
much of their food is
sourced locally.
The new system is compulsory for all food products produced for sale in
Australia.
Consumers will gradually start to see the new
labels roll out, with a twoyear phase-in period to
allow companies to rede-

sign, reprint and apply the
new labels before the June
30, 2018 deadline, when
the new system will become mandatory.
Companies will still be
allowed to sell products
with the existing labels
after July 1, 2018 providing the labels were applied before the cut-off
date.
Australian Made Campaign chief executive Ian
Harrison said the scheme
will greatly improve clarity and consistency for
Australian consumers.
“A tighter system for
food labelling, coupled
with a better understanding of that system
by consumers, will give
Aussie shoppers more
confidence in what they
are purchasing and provide Australian farmers
and manufacturers with
a much-needed leg up,”
Mr Harrison said.

“It removes that old
phrase which nobody
liked: ‘Made in Australia
from local and imported
ingredients.’”
AMCL believes the
widespread use of the
AMAG logo will also
strengthen the logo’s
connection to Australia
and help boost sales of
genuine Aussie goods in
domestic and export markets.
Exported food is not required to carry the new labels, so businesses wanting to use the AMAG logo
on their products can do
so under a licence with
AMCL.
Shoppers will also continue to see the AMAG
logo on all other types
of Aussie products, with
AMCL to continue administering and promoting the logo as a voluntary
country of origin certification trade mark.

www.porknews.com.au

Boehringer Ingelheim and Sanofi sign agreement
GLOBAL
healthcare leader Sanofi and
Boehringer Ingelheim
recently announced the
signing of contracts
to secure the strategic
transaction initiated in
December 2015, which
consists of an exchange
of Sanofi’s animal health
business (Merial) and
Boehringer Ingelheim’s
consumer healthcare
business.

This step marks a major
milestone before closing
of the transaction, which
is expected by year-end
2016 and remains subject
to approval by all regulatory authorities in different territories.
The integration of
Boehringer Ingelheim’s
CHC business into Sanofi
and Merial into Boehringer Ingelheim would start
after closing.
Upon closing, this transaction will be a significant
business swap in the pharmaceutical sector and an
important event in the history of both companies.
Boehringer Ingelheim
Board chairman Prof Dr
Andreas Barner said this
is a win for Boehringer
Ingelheim and Sanofi
alike.
“Moreover, it is one of
the most significant steps
in our corporate history,”
he said.
“It demonstrates the
consistent orientation of
our business towards innovation-driven sectors.
“As a research-based
pharmaceutical company,
we will substantially enhance our position in the
future market for animal
health and will prospectively be one of the largest global players in this
segment.
“The similarity in culture and approaches of
Boehringer Ingelheim and
Sanofi will ensure that the
businesses acquired by
the other partner will develop well in the future.”
Sanofi CEO Olivier
Brandicourt MD said, “In
signing these contracts,
we are meeting one of the
key strategic goals of our
roadmap 2020, namely to
become a leader in consumer healthcare and a
leading diversified global
human healthcare company.”
“This business swap
will bring a complementary portfolio to our consumer healthcare activity
with highly recognised
brands, allowing for mid
and long-term value creation, and enhancement of
our market penetration in
some major countries.”
The strategic swap lays
the foundation for both
companies to reach size
and scale in two highly
attractive pharmaceutical
activities.
Upon successful completion, Boehringer Ingelheim’s CHC business

www.porknews.com.au

– with an enterprise value
of about $A10 billion –
would be transferred to
Sanofi, and Sanofi’s
Merial – with an enterprise value of about $A17
billion – would be transferred to Boehringer Ingelheim.
The transaction includes
a cash payment to Sanofi
of about $A7 billion to reflect the difference in value of the two businesses.
Taking into account the
expected contribution
from the acquired CHC
business, progressive implementation of synergies
and the use of part of the
net proceeds to buy shares
back, Sanofi expects the
overall transaction to be
business EPS neutral in
2017 and accretive afterwards.
Combining Merial and
Boehringer Ingelheim’s
complementary portfolios
and technology platforms
in anti-parasitics, vaccines and pharmaceutical
specialties would put the
combined company into
a more competitive position in the key growth
segments of the industry
and bring more value and
innovation to customers
globally.
The Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health business would more than
double its sales to about
$A5.6 billion based upon
2015 global sales.
With this transaction,
Sanofi would integrate
Boehringer Ingelheim’s
CHC business in all countries except China.
Joint CHC sales would
amount to about $A7.3
billion based on 2015
global sales.
Thanks to the addition
of a highly complementary product and brand
portfolio, Sanofi would
enhance its position in
several of its strategic
categories: pain care, allergy solutions, cough and
cold care, feminine care,
digestive health and vitamins, minerals and supplements.
Boehringer Ingelheim
designated chairman of
the Board Hubertus von
Baumbach said, “We
know as well as Sanofi
does that it is due to our
employees, their commitment and their excellent
performance that this
business exchange is attractive for both sides.”
“Therefore, Boehringer
Ingelheim and Sanofi are
committed to drive these
businesses successfully
and sustainably in the future.”
The signing was preceded by six months of con-

structive and successful
negotiations, which went
according to plan.
Both companies have reviewed and discussed the
details of the transaction.
This included the exact scope of the business
swap as well as ensuring
compliance with regulatory requirements.
In the past months,
Boehringer Ingelheim and
Sanofi also closely consulted with the relevant social
bodies in France and Germany as well as with the
appropriate regulatory authorities to lay the groundwork for the realisation of
the business swap.
In accordance with their
commitment at the begin-

ning of the negotiations,
the companies agreed that
Lyon (France) and Toulouse (France) would be
key operational centres of
Boehringer Ingelheim’s
Animal Health business,
including business operations, R&D and manufacturing facilities in Lyon
and the production site in
Toulouse.
As the US market is an
important part of Merial’s
business, Boehringer Ingelheim would pay particular attention to sustain
the momentum of the US
operations.
Germany would be a key
centre of Sanofi’s CHC
business, including in particular gastro-intestinal
and cough and cold categories that will benefit
from the strong capabilities of current Boehringer
Ingelheim teams.
For more information, please visit www.
boeh r inger-ingel hei m.
com

Rampage Rat & Mouse Bait Features:
· Reliable and affordable
a division of Amgrow
· Stop feed action reduces consumption
· Approved for perimeter fence line applications by APVMA
· Kills anticoagulant resistant rodents.

Protecta Shield Bait Station
· Easy to use push-key operation
· Compact and durable.

Tomcat Mouse Attractant Gel
· Improves bait palatability
· Pre-mixed and ready to use.

For more information contact Barmac on 07 3802 5050
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International report confirms more
government vets are needed
THE Australian Veterinary Association
commends the government for its ongoing
work in biosecurity but
says there is still room
for improvement.

This follows the release of the World Organisation for Animal
Health (OIE) review of
Australia’s veterinary
services, which recognises Australia as a
world leader in animal
health and biosecurity.
AVA president Dr
Robert Johnson said
it’s pleasing to see that
Australia continues to
provide a competent and
professional veterinary
service that also takes
a leadership role in the
area of biosecurity.
“While the report
highlights Australia’s
commitment to biosecurity, it also raises
concerns about our ability to manage a disease
emergency with the current veterinary staffing
levels,” he said.

AVA spokesperson and
former president of the
AVA public health group
Dr Guy Weerasinghe
said if we are going to be
able to protect our biosecurity status in the future, Australia will need
to start addressing these
resource issues as a matter of priority.
“We want Australia to
remain a world leader
that sets high standards
for international trade,
public health and food
safety,” Dr Weerasinghe
said.
“The AVA’s workforce
modelling report, which
was released last year,
showed that Australia is
already heading towards
a significant undersupply of government vets.”
The OIE report confirms this as it also
identifies a steady decrease in staffing levels
over the past few years.
“Our Australian Government has been taking positive steps to
increase its veterinary

workforce over the past
year, and we applaud
this commitment,” Dr
Weerasinghe said.
“It’s important the
government continues
to invest in the development and retention of
its veterinary staff so
that valuable expertise
is not lost.
“However, it’s now time
for state and territory
governments to also step
up their commitment to
providing adequate veterinary support to our
all-important agricultural
industries.
“The report emphasises that ‘staffing levels
are reaching a critical
point’ in some jurisdictions, and this will impact on our ability to respond to an emergency
animal disease.
“In fact, the report
sounds some serious
alarm bells and states
that resources are
stretched so thinly that
there are concerns about
the ability to handle a

sudden increase in demand due to a disease
emergency.”
The OIE’s report also
recommends that the
government needs to reengage in the Australian
Animal Welfare Strategy to protect export
markets.
The variations in veterinary regulatory legislation between states
and territories is highlighted as another area
of weakness in Australia’s ability to provide
high-quality veterinary
services in an emergency.
“The veterinary service in Australia has
been confirmed as doing many things very
well, but there are a
number of areas where
we can still improve,”
Dr Weerasinghe said.
“In fact, we must improve if we are to retain our export market
access and our global
leadership in animal
health and welfare.”

A better shelter built to last
Our new shelters for pigs have impressive features.
Supplied to you as a kit, or built on-farm ready to use.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

10, 12 or 15 metres wide
Delivered & built anywhere in Australia
Super-tough hot dip galvanised clean-out gates
Stronger bracing to withstand destructive winds
Bird-proof purlins & welded tearstop covers
Featuring our fast & easy cover tensioning system
Innovative design simplicity for rapid construction
and competitive pricing.

IBISWorld reveals that revenue
growth for pig farming is now
outpacing beef cattle
IBISWORLD forecasts
that revenue from pig
farming will grow at an
annualised 5.8 percent
from 2010-11 through
2015-16 to reach $1.5
billion.

In comparison, the beef
cattle farming industry is
expected to grow at an
annualised 3.1 percent to
$13.5 billion.
IBISWorld anticipates
that revenue growth for
pig farming will continue
to outpace that of beef
cattle farming over the
five years through 202021 at an annualised rate
of 4.5 percent compared
with 2.4 percent.
IBISWorld senior industry analyst Brooke Tonkin
identified that over the past
five years, mounting competition from imports had
forced pig farmers to alter
production to survive.
These changes have revived the industry, with
production volumes and
average pig meat prices
rising strongly over the
period.
Pig farmers typically focus on either porker production, which is raising
pigs for fresh meat, or baconer production, which is
raising pigs for processed
meats such as bacon and
smallgoods.
Meat from these two
types of production have
different price points due
to competition from imported meats.
Due to health regula-

approaching, pig farmers
have been forced to invest
in new farming layouts
and facilities, replacing
stalls with open pens that
give pigs room to roam.
This conversion requires
substantial capital investment and has further encouraged pig farmers to
shift towards higher value
porker production over
the past five years.
The increasing shift towards porker production
and expected rise in pig
meat prices have driven
industry revenue growth
over the five years through
2015-16.
The beef cattle farming
industry, which has been
an agricultural powerhouse over the past five
years, is forecast to grow
at a slower rate.
Pig farmers are expected
to continue reaping the
benefits of shifting production over the next five
years.
Per capita domestic pig
meat consumption is forecast to grow modestly
over the period, with fresh
pork continuing to expand
its share of total pig meat
consumed.
Queensland has the
greatest number of operators in the pig farming industry, followed by NSW
and South Australia.
In beef cattle farming,
Queensland has the greatest number of operators
followed by NSW and
Victoria.

China to increase pork imports,
increasing supplier opportunities
CHINA’S rising pork
prices are again the
centre of attention in
the global pork market.

China’s pork prices
skyrocketed at the start
of 2016, reaching an
all-time high of over
CNY 20 per kilogram
(about $A4 per kilo).
A combination of
farmers’ losses and
government measures
to close down unsuitable farms led to destocking over the past
two years, which also
drove the Chinese sow
herd size to a historic
low, according to Rabobank report ‘What’s
Happening in China’s
Pork Market’.
Rabobank
senior
animal protein analyst
Chenjun Pan said China plays an increasingly
important role in the
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tions, only processed pig
meats can be imported
into Australia.
This means that baconer
farmers face more competition than their porker
farmer counterparts.
“Australian pig farmers
have faced intense competition from imported pig
meat over the past decade,” Ms Tonkin said.
“Many other nations
subsidise pig production,
which artificially lowers
their production costs.
“This makes Australian
processed pig meat uncompetitive in price terms
compared with imported
pig meats from these
countries and has encouraged Australian pig farmers to become porker producers, which allows them
to achieve higher prices
for their livestock.
“Pig meat consumption
has increased, with fresh
pork consumption growing at a faster rate than
processed pig meat consumption.
“Increasing health consciousness and a shift towards white meat among
consumers for its perceived health benefits has
helped contribute to this
consumption growth.”
In response to increasing consumer concerns
about the treatment of
livestock, Australian pig
farmers have agreed to
phase out sow stall production by 2017.
With this deadline fast

global pork market.
“China needs to increase imports to cover
the supply gap in 2016,”
she said.
“In total, we expect
China to increase pork
imports by 30 percent.
“The EU, the US and
Canada are well positioned to increase exports to China given
their availability of
product and the adaption of production systems in response to
China’s ractopaminefree policy.”
Beyond 2016, China
will likely maintain its
level of imports, even
when local production
recovers in 2017.
Rabobank holds the
view that local users
of imported pork will
continue to rely on imported pork due to its

consistent quality and
lower price, compared
with local production.
Leading pork processors and packers are
already responding to
this significant new
trade opportunity by
adjusting production
systems and taking advantage of current currency dynamics.
Competition to export
to China is expected to
grow as production expands and demand remains relatively stable.
This means exporters
will need to keep improving their productivity and investing in
trade partnerships that
can help secure their
future access to the
Chinese market.
For more information,
visit far.rabobank.com
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Here’s my Card
THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.

David Cadogan

M 0409 049 793
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia

B.Ag.Sci, MRurSc, PhD.
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

Tiffany GORDON - 0499 287 710
Nathan LISTER - 0499 171 010
Darryl MEANEY - 0419 594 922
Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889
Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554
Mark OLLEY - 0437 076 615

MARTIN VERNON
QUEENSLAND SALES MANAGER

MARTIN VERNON
QUEENSLAND SALES MANAGER

60 Magnesium Drive

Drive4132
MagnesiumQLD
60
Crestmead
QLD 4132
Crestmead
PO Box 322
Box 322
PO
Plains BC QLD 4118
Browns
BY MiiHOME
BC QLD 044
Browns Plains
077 4118
Freecall 1800
077 044
Freecall(0)
9309
7 3803
F +61 1800
F +61 (0)7 3803 9309
366
237
0437
M 0437
366
237
M
NEXT GENERATION
mjv@miihome.com
E mjv@miihome.com
E
STRUCTURAL INSULATED PANELS
www.miihome.com/solaris

BIOMIN Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139
email: office.australia@biomin.net
www.biomin.net

Stuart Wilkinson

M 0414 487 882
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia

Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

www.feedw orks.com.a u

Doug Pearson

www.feedw orks.com.a u

Sam Custodio

www.feedworks.com.au
John Glassbrook

Phillip Marr

Technical Services and Sales Representative

Bsc. Agric (An.Sci)
Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0409 493 368
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0428 270 494
Tel:
1800 038 037
Fax:
02 8875 8715

samuel.custodio@boehringer-ingelheim.com

john.glassbrook@boehringer-ingelheim.com

phillip.marr@boehringer-ingelheim.com

COAT-O-FOAM Ltd
Pty

Meg Donahoo

Specialising in Polyurethane Foam Application
•Coolrooms •Tanks •Condensation Control
•Poultry & Pig Sheds •Internal & External Coatings

Susan Schryver

B.An.Vet.Bio.Sc(Hons), M.Sc.Vet.Sc
Technical Services and Sales Representative

National Sales Manager - FPA

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

Gavin Forsyth
Sales Manager

PO Box 83, Hallam, Victoria, Australia 3803
Ph/Fax: 03 9736 2448 Mob: 0409 514 363
Email: coatofoam@optusnet.com.au
Website: www.coatofoam.com.au

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 554 328
Tel:
1800 038 037
Fax:
02 8875 8715

meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Dr. Trish Holyoake

M 0408 735 185
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au
PO Box 369 Romsey
Victoria Australia 3434

Equipment & Milling Technology
Manager

susan.schryver@boehringer-ingelheim.com

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

BVSc (Hons.) PhD CMAVA ANZCVS

0427 302 754

HOLYO AKE
Veterinary Consulting

• Best rates and excellent
payment terms

Manufacturer
of high-pressure
misting systems
for aerial
disinfection and
shed cooling

Managing Director - Australia and New Zealand

196 Mannes Lane
Strathfieldsaye VIC 3551
F: 03 5439 3474
E: trishpigvet@icloud.com

Slurry pumping and compoSt Spreading
• Servicing QLD and
Northern NSW

Alex Turney

• Veterinary services
• APIQP auditing

M: +61. (0)419 005 511
E: aturney@lallemand.com
www.lallemand.com

Business Card 2015 - A Turney.indd 1

VAUCLUSE & APS

David Reu

MOBILE: 0427 791 734
EMAIL: davidreu@vaucluse-aps.com.au

Gabby Brooke

Jason Reimers 0437 885 309
E: growuporganics@bigpond.com
www.growuporganics.com.au

MOBILE: 0419 695 126
EMAIL: gabby@vaucluse-aps.com.au
PH:

08 8380 5672

FAX:

08 8380 5176

www.vaucluse-aps.com.au

P: 1300 306 478
E: info@ozmist.com.au
www.ozmist.comau

TERN
EAS
genetic resources

16/11/2015 4:49 PM

117 Chapman Rd, Inglewood, SA 5133

17-19 Muntz Street,
Wangaratta VIC 3677

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld
Australia 4408

Brenden McClelland

Phone: 07 4663 1279
Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071
Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmont.360@bigpond.com
website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

MYORA FARM
ABN 78 008 025 563

“Breed ers of qua lity sto ck”

JEFF BRAUN

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Telephone: (08) 8725 0411
Facsimile: (08) 8725 8784
PO Box 550
Mobile: 0409 091 678
Mount Gambier
ra@myora.com.au
myo
South Australia 5290 Email:

www.porknews.com.au

Warren Kehl
Trader
Protein Division

Level 1
49 - 51 Stead Street
South Melbourne, VIC
3205 Australia
Phone: +61 3 9695 4116
Fax: +61 3 9699 5283
Mobile: +61 477 555 008
wkehl@craigmostyn.com.au
www.craigmostyn.com.au

Level 1
49 - 51 Stead Street
South Melbourne, VIC
WENDY LAYCOCK
Operations Manager
3205 Australia
Sales Protein Division
Phone: 03 9695 4116
Fax: 03 9699 5283
Mobile: 0417 272 885
wlaycock@craigmostyn.com.au
www.cmaqua.com.au www.craigmostyn.com.au
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John Reeves

Jodie Driscoll

Merideth Howard

Commercial Manager: Pig & Poultry
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T 02 8876 0371
F 02 8876 0444
E john.reeves@zoetis.com
M +61 412 264 497
W www.zoetis.com.au

Technical Sales Veterinarian - Pig
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0477 387 392
E merideth.howard@zoetis.com
F 02 8876 0444
Tech. Services 1800 814 883 W www.zoetis.com.au

Professional Sales Representative
Pig & Nutrition
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0431 075 972
F 02 8876 0444
E jodie.driscoll@zoetis.com
Tech. Services 1800 814 883 W www.zoetis.com.au

Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

Tom Cowper

Bruce Hunt

Business Manager Pig & Nutrition
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
tom.cowper@zoetis.com
E
M 0418 246 675
www.zoetis.com.au
W
F 02 8876 0444

Professional Sales Representative
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0438 352 443
E
bruce.hunt@zoetis.com
F 02 8876 0444
W www.zoetis.com.au

Peter Nicholson

MOBILE:

Sales Manager

Mobile:

tel: 1300
Fax:1300

791 009
798 005

™
INSPIRED MOLECULAR SOLUTIONS

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.com

www.lienerts.com.au

Regional Sales Representatives

Tel: 0407 723 679

Linda Scotts (NSW)

Tel: 0428 972 599

Email:

Shane Nicholson (Qld)

Tel: 0427 200 262

Michael Pritchard MTB
Biosecurity

Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231 (For sales orders)

ORDERS

791 009
798 005

fiona@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Supplier of
high performance
ingredients for
aquatic and
animal nutrition

Technical Services Manager – Pacific
Christian Pyke

mob: 0412 888 485
rick.carter@kemin.com
Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071,
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand
Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544

Supplying the
Piggery Industry
with tarpaulin
• Shelter covers
• Blinds • Liners
• Thermal Covers

Managing Director
M: 0428 233 200
E: info@cpyke.com.au
PO Box 3350
Port Lincoln South Australia 5606
www.cpyke.com.au

Australian Agent / Distributor for:

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax:
02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Phone: 1300 059 003
Fax: 1300 858 626
Email: info@polytex.net.au
www.polytex.net.au

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia
NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage
HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators
UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

Alltech.com

ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
8 Roseworthy Rd
Roseworthy, SA 5371
Tel: 08 7123 2623
alltechaustralia@alltech.com

AlltechAP

@AlltechAP

Lienert Australia Head Office: 8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, SA, Australia

(03) 9699

glencoe@porkstorks.com.au

0428 247 272

TEL: 1300
FAX:1300

791 009
798 005

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071,
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand
Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544

Tel: 0437 056 369

bridget@porkstorks.com.au

Rick Carter, PhD

Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

Vin Modra (SA)

0408 855 875

Email:

INSPIRED MOLECULAR SOL
U T I O N S™

Matt Henry

Matt Lahm (Vic)

Mobile:

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055
0400 672 418
Mobile:

MOBILE:

david@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

peter@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

(03) 5281 7547

0487 777 089

orDerS

ORDERS
TEL: 1300
FAX:1300

Facsimile:

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

0447 444 674

(07) 4699 3011

1800 647744

Business Manager - Pig and Dairy

B.AppSc.(Agriculture)

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

Phone:

Freecall:

Fiona Selleck

David Sherwood

Business Manager

Glencoe, Queensland

Lethbridge, Victoria

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

Amanda Vardanega
CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

National Key Account Manager
Swine

Swine Veterinary Consultants
• Health, Production and QA Services

2/67 Colebard St West, Acacia Ridge Queensland 4100
Freecall: 1800 500 223
Phone: 07 3274 6372 Mobile: 0412 934 892 Fax: 07 3274 2372
Email: luigi@farmmark.com.au Skype: Lugga8
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• Disease Eradication and
Repopulations

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre,
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

• Servicing all areas of Australia

www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5443 3829

The Science of Healthier Animals
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Pig slaughter
levy increase
IN 2011, Australia’s pork
producers voted to increase the Pig Slaughter
Levy in a series of three
tranches.

To alleviate the impact
of this increase, producers endorsed that the increase would occur in
three tranches of 30 cents
per pig.
“The Research and Development and National
Residue Survey levies
have remained unchanged
through the implementation period,” Mr Spencer
said.
“With an expected
slaughter of about five
million pigs in 201617, the increase will lift
APL’s producer contribution to $16.25 million.”

The last of these tranche
increases took effect on
July 1, 2016.
Australian Pork Limited
chief executive officer Andrew Spencer said the history of the levy increase
goes back to the APL annual general meeting held
in November 2011 when
producers endorsed the
proposal to increase the
marketing portion of the
levy by 90 cents per pig at
slaughter.
Date/
milestone

Amount of
increase

Total
(per pig)

First tranche
July 1, 2012

30 cents

Marketing: $1.65
R&D: $1.00
NRS: $ 0.175
Total levy: $2.825

Second tranche
July 1, 2014

30 cents

Marketing: $1.95
R&D: $1.00
NRS: $ 0.175
Total levy: $ 3.125

Third and final
tranche
July 1, 2016

30 cents

Marketing: $2.25
R&D: $1.00
NRS: $ 0.175
Total levy: $ 3.425

Table 1: The three tranches of pig slaughter levy
increases.

Australia can lead the global
agricultural marketplace
AUSTRALIAN agriculture stands poised
and ready to lead the
global marketplace for
agricultural products
but calls for the review
or rewinding of free
trade agreements must
be abandoned and focus placed on removing non-tariff barriers
to trade.

National
Farmers’
Federation chief executive officer Tony Mahar
said technological improvements were rapidly reshaping the way
trade and business were
conducted but opportunities were being lost
to avoidable and unnecessary blocks to trade
efficiency.
“Our agreements set
up the framework for
trade, however they are
often compromised by
administration and protocols between governments that restrict and
hinder the uptake of the
new opportunities,” Mr
Mahar said.
“There is an underlying view that non-tariff
barriers have been in-

creasing over the past
decade centred on two
broad areas – increasing the range and level
of sophistication of barriers and the move towards merging or forcing domestic regulation
in the international
trade arena.
“These barriers come
at a significant cost to
industry.
“For example, the estimated annual cost to
the dairy supply chain
is $1.7 billion across all
export markets while
in the red meat sector,
non-tariff trade barriers are estimated to
account for some $1.3
billion in lost value.
“We should absolutely
not be looking to review
or unwind our trade
agreements, as has been
suggested by unions
and the Australian Labor Party, but should be
focusing on the development of a co-ordinated strategy to address
non-tariff barriers so as
to best position the agriculture sector to capitalise on the outcomes

of bilateral and regional
FTAs.”
Mr Mahar said the development of a strategy
to pursue these opportunities should be done
so in consultation with
industry and should include a clear differentiation between Australia’s
trade and foreign investment or aid objectives.
“The collaborative
and constructive nontariff barriers strategy
between industry and
government could be
focused on a range of
broader cross-sectoral
issues including labelling, pre-market product registration and
import/export certification,” he said.
“It is imperative political candidates understand the enormous
impact removing these
barriers would have on
Australia’s ability to
truly lead the global
agricultural marketplace and to build on its
reputation for being the
best producer of highquality food and fibre in
the world.”

FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS
SFMCA
FeedSafe
Accredited

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

CONTACT:

SOYA FEEDS LTD

PTY

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby

Ph (07) 4662 4333
A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal
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Dr. David Isaac

DVM MRCVS
ANIMAL HEALTH, INNOVATION
& RESEARCH MANAGER
PH +617 3723

MOB +61(0) 400

9844

603 483
3080

FAX +617 3271

d.isaac@becfeedsolutions.com.au

50 & 66 Antimony Street
Carole Park Qld 4300
PO BOX 475, Goodna Qld 4300

www.becfeedsolutions.com.au

Elanco Animal Health

A Division of Eli Lilly Australia Pty Limited

1300 884 593

Customer Service

Alan Smith

B. Ag Sci.

Managing Director

Dr. Avril Grieve

BAgSc, BArts, PhD

National Swine
Senior Territory Manager

112 Wharf Road
West Ryde NSW 2114
Mobile: 0418 115 314
Fax: 02 9878 7720
Toll Free: 1800 226 324
Customer Service: 02 9325 4570
E-mail: grieve_av ril@elanc o.com
www.elan co.com.a u

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd
P.O. Box 1
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale
Victoria 3351
Australia

Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
Mobile: +61 414 432 790
asmith@minitube.com.au
www.minitube.com.au

Nigel Young
TECHNICAL & SERVICE MANAGER
Email: ddt@ddt.com.au
Phone: 07 4634 2166
33 Industrial Ave, Toowoomba QLD 4350

F
F
F
F

Piggery blinds
Replacement covers
Dam liners
Custom made to your specifications

CEFN Genetics Pty Ltd
54 King St, Clifton, QLD 4361
: 07 4697 3344
Phone
: 07 4697 3532
Fax
: www.cefn.com.au
Web
: nigel@cefn.com.au
Email
: 0477 477 537
Mobile

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility

PH : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669
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APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

(03) 9699

Now availab
le
in colour,
great value a
t

ABN: 92 115 191 056

12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Breeding a Better Future

www.ddt.com .au

ACE Laboratory Services

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES

Advertise your
business card here
call 07 3286 1833
porknews.com.au • ben@porknews.com.au

BASF Australia Ltd.
Level 12
28 Freshwater Place
Southbank VIC 3006

Now available
in colour,
+61 457 104 105
Mobile
6511
+61 3 8855at
Fax value
great

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

Leon Hall
MBA, B.Sc.(Agric.) (Hons.) Anim. Sci.
Industry Manager, Animal Nutrition
Australia & New Zealand

leon.hall@basf.com
www.animal-nutrition.basf.com

$274
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Farm Management Deposit
improvements effective now

GRAIN MILLING SPECIALIST

IMPROVEMENTS to
the Farm Management
Deposits scheme took
effect recently, giving
farmers more flexibility in managing
their finances, especially during periods
of hardship, such as
drought.

The
c h a nge s
strengthen the Farm
Management Deposits scheme, managed
by the Department of
Agriculture and Water
Resources, the Treasury and the Australian
Taxation Office.
The scheme aims to
assist farmers to better manage fluctuations
in cash flow and provides a way for farmers to set aside pre-tax
income during good
years, which they can
later draw on to help
them manage through
lean years.
A range of improvements to Farm Manage-

Discmill, mixer, augers, bucket elevator, jet filter, mineral hopper

GRAIN MILLING DOESN'T HAVE TO BE A LABOUR INTENSIVE JOB!
SKIOLD & Vacuum Milling Solutions specialise in the design, sales and installation of
quality grain milling equipment.

ment Deposits have taken effect, making them
an even more effective
tool for farmers in managing their businesses.
Early access provisions have been reestablished for farmers
affected by drought,
who will now be able
to withdraw their Farm
Management Deposits
early without losing the
tax concessions they
have claimed.
Farmers
considering this option can use
the online tool on the
Bureau of Meteorology
website to help them assess their eligibility.
Farmers will now be
able to set aside twice
as much in their Farm
Management Deposits, with the deposit
limit doubling from
$400,000 to $800,000.
The restriction on
Farm Management Deposits being used as
loan offsets has been

removed – meaning
farmers will now be
able to put this money
to work to help them
pay off their farm business loans quicker.
Rural Bank has already announced it will
offer farmers the option of using their Farm
Management Deposit to
offset their farm loan
interest and it is expected that other financial
institutions will follow
suit.
Farmers are encouraged to contact their
bank to find out whether it will be offering this
option.
For more information,
visit www.agriculture.
gov.au/fmds
To access the online
tool for assessing eligibility for early access
to Farm Management
Deposit funds during
drought, visit www.
bom.gov. au /cl i mat e/
ada/fmd.shtml

Gross value of Australian farm
production to reach $58.5 billion

We supply the latest in grain milling and augering equipment. Australian made and from around the
world. We cover all of Australia and also the pacific islands. With 15 years' experience in the farming
industry we pride ourselves on quality equipment, installations and undertake a commitment to

FORECAST increases
in crop production will
contribute to the total
gross value of Australian
farm production rising
to $58.5 billion in 201617 – about 12 percent
higher than the average value for the past
five years – according
to the June edition of
ABARES Agricultural
Commodities report.

ensure customers' satisfaction.

GRAIN MILLING AND AUGERING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS
DESIGN, SALES AND INSTALLATION
CALL US TODAY TO HEAR WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!
CONTACT:
Phone: 0755 477 588
martin@vacmillsolutions.com.au

&
SKIOLD
& VacuumMilling
MillingSolutions
Solutions••Jimboomba
JimboombaQld
Qld••+61
+61755
755477
477588
588••martin@vacmillsolutions.com.au
martin@vacmillsolutions.com.au
SKIOLD
& Vacuum

ABARES executive director Karen Schneider
said a favourable start to
the season, firm export
demand and forecast increases in the production
of key crop commodities
supported this positive
outlook.
“In 2016-17, the gross

value of crop production
is set to increase to $28.6
billion and this is being
driven by forecast rises in
the value of sugar, cotton
and horticulture production,” Ms Schneider said.
“After rising by 10.9
percent in 2015-16, the
gross value of livestock
production is forecast to
remain at about $29.8 billion in 2016-17.
“The total value of export earnings from farm
commodities is forecast to
decrease by 2.5 percent to
$43 billion in 2016-17.
“However, export earnings are forecast to rise for
wool (up 6 percent), sugar
(14 percent), lamb (1 percent), cotton (21 percent),

canola (12 percent) and
live feeder/slaughter cattle
(3 percent).
“These rises will be
more than offset by falls
in export earnings for beef
and veal, wheat, dairy
products, barley, chickpeas and mutton.”
Export earnings for fisheries products are forecast
to remain at about $1.7
billion in 2016-17, after an
estimated increase of 16.7
percent in 2015-16.
The June edition of the
ABARES Agricultural
Commodities report includes the latest outlook
for Australia’s key agricultural commodities and
is available at agriculture.
gov.au/abares

Excellent quality
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

■ Farrowing and weaner crates,
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap;
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.

Straight Farrowing Crate.

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST
Ph (02) 6644 6065 – Fax (02) 6644 7568
– Mobile 0437 431 901 – Email sales@vereyken.com.au
2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460
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Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd, ABN 11 003 543 548
Fx (02) 6644 7568
Victoria:
Ben Slots (03) 9462 4266
Freecall:
1800 999 245

Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
Mobile: 0437 431 901
Fax (03) 9718 1896
Mob 0418 388 842
www.porknews.com.au

Antibiotic resistance and how we view animal health
ANTIBIOTICS have
come to be recognised
as an essential tool in
the treatment of disease
in both animals and humans.

Antibiotic use remains
essential for preservation
of animal welfare in disease situations for both
food production and companion animals.
However, there is growing concern about antibiotic resistance, which is a
complex problem requiring collaborative action
from both human and animal health experts.
Antimicrobial resistance
is not straightforward and
the processes and development of resistance
involves interactions between the many different
antibiotics, the bacteria,
the bacterial resistance
genes and various mechanisms of resistance.
The use of every antimicrobial agent (including
antibiotics, disinfectants
and even trace element
metals) influences the
development and spread
of resistant bacteria, so
sensible use of all these
agents across all human
and veterinary sectors is
required.
Quite often animal production is held responsible
for the creation and spread
of resistant bacteria.
However, as the technology associated with
investigating antimicrobial resistance becomes
more sophisticated, it has
been shown that human
medicine and veterinary
treatment of companion
animals have also played
significant roles in the
build-up of antimicrobial
resistance.
Investigations into alternative strategies to antibiotic use within agriculture
are ongoing.
There have been lots of
articles in different media about the problem and
this article was prompted
when it was reported that
various food industry investor groups are calling
for major US and British
restaurant groups to ‘stop
using antibiotics in their
meat supply chains’.
A 2015 TED talk (‘What
do we do when antibiotics
don’t work anymore?’) reported there were 700,000
deaths worldwide due to
antibiotic-resistant infections.
A recent episode of
Catalyst on the ABC suggested that a piggery is
‘just like a hospital’, with
many opportunities for
the spread of organisms
between animals, but did
concede that Australian
farmers, to their credit,
are adopting alternatives
to antibiotics such as vaccines, modifying feed and
improving infection control.
We should protect the
health of our animals by
using an integrated approach, through:
1. Robust biosecurity
and disease preparedness;
2. Integrated management and animal husbandry; and
3. Minimal use of antibiotics.
The Australian pig industry’s reliance on critically important drugs for
human medicine is very
low.
Even so, antibiotics
should only be used in
the pig to treat and con-

www.porknews.com.au

trol disease; we need to
keep them for when we really need them and when
all other interventions
haven’t worked.
The aim of our industry
is to minimise antibiotic
use through vaccines and
management.
Industry research into
this specific area is commissioned by both Australian Pork Limited and
the Pork CRC.
Industry has invested resources in a great number
of projects covering areas
such as:
• Risk analyses;
• Reducing antibiotic usage;
• Measuring antibiotic
usage;
• Novel management
strategies/vaccines/compounds; and
• Surveillance.
Some of the projects include:
• Development of an
antibiotic usage tool to
provide information on
the quantity of antibiotics
used on farm;
• Undertaking antimicrobial resistance surveillance programs; and
• Collaboration
with
other livestock industries
to develop an antibiotic
stewardship program.
The challenge for industry is to develop and
implement not only better
management strategies,
which prevent disease entry, but also strategies that
integrate the outcomes of
research that will allow
us to better care for the
health of the herd.
So what should the average pork producer do if
seeking to minimise their
use of antibiotics?
• Discuss your situation
and goals with your vet
and get their input – outside eyes can see things
you become accustomed
to. Talk about your current herd health status and
how it might be improved
or maintained without
compromising pig welfare
if you remove or reduce
antibiotic use.
• Get an accurate diagnosis of your herd’s health
issues. Before you reach
for some product you already have in the back of
your fridge to treat a sick
pig, make sure you are
treating the illness with
the right product.
• Environment is a major factor in disease susceptibility. For example,
draughts, poor air quality,
poor hygiene, inadequate
cleaning and a lack of
shelter or a dry bed are
all things to watch out
for. Consider the age of
your sheds and the materials used – can these
be renovated or do you
really need to consider
an upgrade? Do you need
to reassess your cleaning
routines or your paddock
rotations?
• Nutrition – is it adequate in terms of nutrients for the different age
groups? Do you use goodquality ingredients with a
reliable supply and regular delivery of a balanced
ration to the pig – no outof-feed events?
• Mycotoxins can depress the immune response and cause symptoms suggesting disease
such as diarrhoea, vomiting or abortions – use mycotoxin inhibitors in your
feed mix and feed goodquality feed to your pigs.
• Emerging products –

organic acids, enzymes,
organic mineral complexes, herb oils – with claims
to improve gut health or
overall pig health. Do
your research, talk to your
nutritionist, talk to other
farmers who use these
products and talk to your
vet – is your problem nutritional or is it some other
aspect of management?
• Practice the principles of biosecurity – provide boots and overalls
for visitors, quarantine
introduced
animals,
buy replacements from
high health status herds
or breed your own and
use AI. Complete a herd
health plan with your vet’s
input. Develop a vaccination schedule for your
pigs. Practice disease prevention.
• Remember your own
personal hygiene – your
health matters and you
can also be a vector of
spread of disease.
• Utilise all-in, all-out

management
between
groups in sheds and even
in paddocks outdoors. Microbes survive in organic
matter – manure and feed
waste – proper cleaning
removes the organic matter in sheds. Paddock renovation between groups
of pigs allows nutrient
removal with break crops
and the sun, wind and soil
ecosystem to restore the
soil during this time of
no pigs.
Most diseases come into
the herd via pigs or people.
Different farms will
have their own customised approach due to variations in climate, aspect,
pig genetics, nutrition,
management and housing.
Develop your herd
health plan and review it
regularly.
Keep records so you can
monitor your progress.
Jayce Morgan
NSW Department of
Primary Industries

SOLID-LIQUID SEPARATION SYSTEMS

Agricultural and Industrial
DISTRIBUTORS OF

- Submersible pumps
- Slurry mixers
- PTO Slurry pumps
- Bedding recovery units
- Bio-Gas equipment

Phone: (08) 87382021
Email: edan-awe@bigpond.com

DESIGNING SEPARATION SYSTEMS FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Use both RespiSure® and Relsure® PCV1 to help maximise
performance and achieve a higher standard of herd health.
Control major respiratory diseases such as mycoplasma
pneumonia caused by M. hyopneumoniae infection, as well as
helping to prevent Porcine Circovirus Type 2 (PCV2) viraemia. 2
All with the support of Zoetis, the global experts in swine health.

References: 1. Kim D et al. Vaccine 20. 2011; 3206-3212. 2. Seo HW et al. Vaccine 2012; 6671-6677. © 2014 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved.
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard Rhodes, NSW 2138. www.zoetis.com.au 06/15 TPAH0177

ZOETIS LEADING INNOVATION IN ANIMAL HEALTH FOR OVER 75 YEARS
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FRESHLY

MIXED
PREMIUM

PROTECTION

Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae protection with
extra capacity for mixing with Ingelvac CircoFLEX® to give you:

New Zealand: Boehringer Ingelheim (NZ) Limited, Animal Health Division, Level 1, Unit 9, 42 Ormiston Road, East Tamaki, Manukau 2016. Toll free: 0800 802 461. Restricted Veterinary
Medicine. Access is only through a veterinary authorisation. Australia: Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited ABN 52 000 452 308. Animal Health Division, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW
2113. Toll free: 1800 038 037. Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Ingelvac CircoFLEX® and FLEXcombo® are trademarks of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH, 55216 Ingelheim/Rhein.
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