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• Easy for pigs to learn from day one
• Designed for avoiding feed caking and waste
•  Pigs can mix water and feed or choose to eat and drink separately
•  Optimum daily gain and promote high hygiene
•  Lever with 15 levels for feed-flow adjustment.
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RECENT months have 
seen the Australian pork 
industry heavily occu-
pied with the outbreak 
of Japanese encephalitis 
virus across four of the 
eastern states – ongoing 
global emergency animal 
disease outbreaks are a 
timely reminder to remain 
vigilant, even in times of 
adversity. 

Some neighbouring coun-
tries have been battling a 
combination of EAD out-
breaks over the past couple 
of years, including African 
swine fever, African horse 
sickness and, most recently, 
foot and mouth disease and 
lumpy skin disease. 

To date, ASF continues 
to impact pig populations 
around the world. 

The World Organisation 
for Animal Health ac-
knowledges that the events 
reported over the past year 
confirm the global threat 
of ASF.

ASF continues to spread 
in several regions, reaching 
new territories, with serious 
impacts on pig production 

systems, animal health and 
welfare, as well as on live-
lihoods, food security and 
international trade.

Since January 2020, Af-
rican swine fever has been 
reported globally in five 
regions, in 39 countries, 
affecting more than 1.115 
million pigs and more than 
35,000 wild boars, with 
more than 1.845 million 
animal losses.

Ongoing ASF disease 
events – for which there 
were no new outbreaks – 
continue to occur in the 
Republic of Korea and four 
European countries – Hun-
gary, Italy, Latvia and Ro-
mania. 

This year has seen the 
detection of ASF in wild 
boar on the mainland of 
Italy, the first occurrence of 
the disease in Baden-Würt-
temberg Germany near the 
border to France, the first 
occurrence in Nepal, and 
the recurrence of ASF in 
Russia.

Detections of African 
swine fever in new ter-
ritories pose the risk of 

spreading to neighbouring 
countries. 

Remaining vigilant and 
continuing to implement 
best-practice biosecurity 
standards is our best de-
fence. 

There is no cure for the 
disease. 

However, the commer-
cialisation of the first-ever 
vaccine against ASF in Vi-
etnam sparks both interest 
and optimism in the global 
pig industry. 

The Australian pork 
sector continues to mon-
itor the roll-out of the ASF 
vaccine in Vietnam and 
maintains discussions with 
the Australian government 
regarding the importation 
of such emergency animal 
disease vaccines into Aus-
tralia. 
EAD resources avail-
able to producers

Biosecurity remains our 
strongest defence against 
emergency animal diseases 
such as ASF. 

Resources available to 
producers can be accessed 
through australianpork.

com.au/biosecurity 
A timely reminder for 

all producers – including 
Australian Pork Industry 
Quality Assurance Pro-
gram certified producers – 
to review their biosecurity 
management plans and op-
erational contingencies. 

Key resources to get pro-
ducers started include:

• National Biosecurity 
Manual for Pork Produc-
tion – farmbiosecurity.
com.au/wp-content /up 
loads/2022/01/Pork-Bio 
security-Manual-Update.
pdf

• Biosecurity Manage-
ment Plan template – 
australianpork.com.au/
biosecurity/biosecurity 
-management-plan-and-
resources#templates

• Operational Con-
tingencies – australi 
a n p o r k . c o m . a u / b i 
osecur ity/biosecur ity-
management-plan-and-
resources#contingency_
plans 
Dr Jess van de Weyer 
APL Emergency Animal 
Disease Policy Analyst

Emergency animal disease update
Remaining vigilant and continuing to implement best-practice biosecurity standards is our best defence 
against emergency animal disease outbreaks. 

Annual operating plan 22-23
ANY strategic plan-
ning or creation of a 
directional document is 
accompanied with a re-
newed sense of purpose 
and focus. 

And that’s what I want 
to share with you this 
month, as we set Aus-
tralian Pork Limited’s 
2022-23 annual operating 
plan. 

It’s been a common 
theme in recent times, 
however there has been 
no resolve in the number 
of obstacles and chal-
lenges facing our in-
dustry over the past 12 
months. 

As an industry, not only 
have we continued to 
navigate COVID-19 un-
certainty, but we’ve also 
faced floods, extreme 
heat and a new threat in 
the form of an emergency 
animal disease – Japanese 
encephalitis virus. 

Though, we have 
worked hard to main-
tain a strong position for 
our industry, and it’s this 
sentiment that underpins 
the current operating en-
vironment and sets the 
scene for the basis of our 
AOP. 

While our five-year 
strategic plan centres on 
16 areas of focus catego-
rised into five themes, 
the 2022-23 year sees us 
concentrating on three 
key priorities – EAD and 
biosecurity, driving inno-
vation, and valuable prov-
enance. 

Focussing on EAD and 
biosecurity, our approach 
now needs to be and is 
much broader than solely 
African swine fever. 

We’ve taken multiple 
learnings from JEV, of 
which our response was 
robust based on the foun-
dations we had laid in the 
face of ASF. 

This will only continue 
to strengthen, and our 
team has created an im-
pactful aligned industry 
voice to advocate in the 

space of biosecurity. 
We’re also working seri-

ously towards further in-
ternational collaborations 
and networking to bolster 
these responses. 

Furthermore, we’re ex-
tending our biosecurity 
work into peri-urban en-
vironments. 

With the new govern-
ment in place, we’ll be 
building on our existing 
relationships to secure on-
going support. 

Innovation is a firm and 
significant area of focus 
and links to the above by 
delivering a new approach 
to biosecurity manage-
ment. 

This includes the devel-
opment of the transport 
app Pig Pass 2.0 and a 
focus on the health and 
well-being of our pigs. 

Additionally, we’re 
heavily focussed on pro-
viding data to support 
producers and decision 
making.

Over recent months, 
I’ve shared with you the 
work we’re doing around 
‘telling our story’, whether 
that be via industry advo-
cates or showcasing our 
sustainability credentials. 

With valuable prov-
enance being a key area 
of priority, we’ll be im-
plementing activity that 
shares the story of our 
sector and product to give 
consumers reasons to cel-
ebrate Australian pork. 

I’m excited to address 
multiple opportunities to 
progress the industry’s 

visibility through the 
‘story of pork’ commu-
nications campaign in the 
year ahead.

Ultimately, this plan 
has been designed with 
APL’s bold ambition of 
becoming Australia’s pre-
ferred choice of protein 
and sustainably adding $1 
billion to farmgate value 
by 2025. 

Operationally, we plan 
to ensure we continue to 
listen to industry and re-
spond while ensuring we 
keep an eye on planning 
for the future.

Our AOP is available 
now at australianpork.
com.au, alongside our 
strategic plan and sustain-
ability framework. 

And as always, if you 
have any questions, feel 
free to contact us at any 
time. 

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE CEO

The 2022-23 year sees 
APL concentrating on 
three key priorities – 
emergency animal dis-
ease and biosecurity, 
driving innovation, and 
valuable provenance.
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2022

JUL 10-13 – National Pork Industry Conference 
– Kalahari Resort, Wisconsin Dells, WI US 
https://porkconference.com/

AUG 3-5 – Qld Agworkforce Summit   
https://www.qff.org.au/events/queensland-
agworkforce-summit-2022/

AUG 7 – Pig Day Out - Loki’s Lodge - Memo 
Music Hall https://www.memomusichall.
com.au/memo-gig/pig-day-out/

AUG 19-21 – Kingaroy Baconfest 2022   
www.kingaroybaconfest.com.au

SEP 8-9 – Australian Pig Veterinarians 
Conference 2022 - Geelong, Victoria.   
https://www.ava.com.au/education-events/
sponsor-exhibit/about/?eid=EV001309

2023

JAN 10-12 – Banff Pork Seminar - Banff, 
Canada. https://www.banffpork.ca/

JUN 4-7 – International Symposium on 
Emerging and Re-emerging Pig Diseases – 
IMPACT Forum - Bangkok, Thailand. https://
iserpd2023bangkok.com/

JUN 7-9 – World Pork Expo - Iowa State 
Fairgrounds, US. https://worldpork.org/ 

NOV 13-16 – Australasian Pig Science 
Association (APSA) Conference  
www.apsa.asn.au

© Collins Media Pty Ltd – Contents may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission from the publisher. It is the responsibility of 
advertisers to ensure the correctness of their claims and statements. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the publisher.

07 3286 1833
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How to supply event details: Send all 
details to Australian Pork Newspaper, 
PO Box 162, Wynnum, Qld 4178, call 07 
3286 1833 or email: ben@collins.media

Pork Industry
Calendar of Events

THE time is now upon 
us for the European 
Union ban on medicinal 
use of zinc oxide in pig 
production.

Meaning we need to 
have a new strategy for 
weaning piglets with min-
imal antibiotic consump-
tion while maintaining 
animal welfare, minimum 
environmental impact and 
high productivity. 

Last week, I attended the 
Zero Zinc summit – the 
second of its kind to be 
significantly delayed due 
to COVID-19. 

Though many feed ad-
ditives and other such 
products were presented, 
it is clear that there is 
no ‘silver bullet’ to sub-
stitute zinc oxide com-
pletely. 

However, there are ways 
to manage this issue suc-
cessfully, and with more 
experience throughout 
Europe and beyond, this 
will hopefully only im-
prove.

Over two articles, I will 
summarise practical man-
agement that can be ap-
plied at farm level – which 
has proven successful in 
Denmark and the wider 
EU – separated into the 
perspectives of a veteri-
narian for this month and 
a production advisor in 
next month’s issue. 

Dr Claus Heisel and 
Jes Callesen presented 
a production concept 
for weaner pigs 6-30kg, 
which was developed in 
Denmark between veteri-
nary company LVK and 
processor Danish Crown.

They stressed the influ-
ence of correct manage-
ment on this issue, that 
in their opinion is critical 
regardless of diet compo-
sition.

While the importance of 
diet composition is indis-
putable, the cost of feed 
is only increasing around 
the world and, in compar-
ison, management is not. 

Dr Heisel stated that 
in his experience, since 
weaning without zinc 
oxide, there is more vari-
ation between batches, 
more breakdowns with 
diarrhoea – both feed and 
e coli related – and high-
lighted the absolute need 
to revisit management 
strategies and develop 
strict standard operating 
procedures. 

The challenges have 
been increased costs in 
labour and feed, reduced 
productivity levels and is-
sues with the availability 
and quality of labour, with 
management routines, dis-
ease diagnosis, and con-
trol and weaning age or 
pig flow as barriers to the 
solution.

The five key solution 
areas to focus on are as 
follows:
Teamwork

Producers must set up 
their own team, which 
should include veteri-
narian support, a feed 
company and other con-
sultants. 

All must be onboard 
with the management plan 
and work together with all 
farm staff to achieve this. 

Initially, a critical re-
view needs to be con-
ducted into the weaning 
strategy of the piglets and 
a plan developed between 
all parties to keep the 
focus and make system-
atic changes.
Diagnostics and disease 
control

An accurate program 
for disease prevention and 
quick control needs to be 
implemented. 

It has been noted that 
there will be more clinical 
signs in the first week fol-
lowing weaning, rather 
than the two to three 
weeks when using me-
dicinal zinc oxide. 

Therefore, quick and ac-
curate diagnosis can help 
to alleviate the problem. 

Vaccination and control 
strategies should be im-
plemented where possible 
and relevant, most com-
monly in Denmark being 
against e coli, ETEC F4/
F18, shinga toxin-pro-
ducing e coli edema dis-
ease, procine reproductive 
and respiratory syndrome, 
influenza, porcine circo-
virus 2, lawsonia, salmo-

nella, and rotavirus. 
Management routines

Weaning starts in the 
farrowing crates and it is 
critical that the piglets are 
taught how to eat solid 
food themselves as early 
as possible for gut matu-
ration. 

Easy access to food and 
water is essential and the 
strategy in the farrowing 
house needs to include the 
following:

• Provide fresh solid and 
liquid feed for piglets, be-
ginning at day four to six 
and increase to five to 
six times per day before 
weaning

• Add electrolytes to the 
water, also in creeps or 
troughs – while it doesn’t 
have to be of high concen-
tration, the sweetness at-
tracts the piglets and it is 
more hygienic to maintain 
than milk products

• Incorporating floor 

feeding can help with 
avoiding ‘non-eaters’ – 
piglets that will not inves-
tigate a trough or feeder at 
first – this way they can 
develop taste

• Acids should be in-
cluded in the water or feed

• Water quality – ensure 
pressure is correct and 
check system regularly for 
biofilm.

Pigs should be weaned 
in pens that have been 
washed, disinfected and 
are at the correct tem-
perature. 

It is recommended to 
sort the pigs at weaning 
and again one to three 
weeks after weaning.
Dietary ingredients 

Though the diet compo-
sition should reflect both 
the weight and age of the 
piglet, weight is the only 
accurate reference – as the 
exact age in days of the 
piglet is often not known. 

First, crude protein 
should be reduced to 17-
17.5 percent. 

Weight gain may be 
compromised but with 
correct management, the 
pigs can make up for this 
later. 

Once the ‘safe’ start-up 
levels have been applied, 
the protein can then be 
raised. 

The use of highly digest-
ible protein sources such 

as plasma, milk and fish 
protein is important for 
small and young piglets 
that are less than 5-6kg 
and 21-23 days. 

Though these ingredi-
ents are expensive, they 
are seen as the most ef-
ficient.
Weaning age and pig 
flow

Increasing the weaning 
age from 23 to 27 days can 
have a hugely positive im-
pact on weaner perform-
ance, though the target for 
piglets should be 6kg at 
weaning – minimum 5kg 
– with smaller piglets at a 
much higher risk of com-
promised health. 

In order to accommo-
date the change to the pig 
flow, a progestin – such as 
Altrenogest – can be used 
for gilts.

And adjust subsequent 
farrowings and weaned 
pigs per week, noting that 
it may be necessary to re-
duce the number of sows 
until the flow has been ad-
justed to the new strategy. 

Extending out the 
weaning age takes con-
siderable management but 
when applied has a very 
positive effect.

For more details on any 
of the information in this 
article, feel free to con-
tact me at asno@danbred.
com    

European Union bans zinc oxide

A new strategy is needed for weaning piglets with minimal antibiotic consump-
tion while maintaining animal welfare, minimum environmental impact and high 
productivity. Photo: Stefanie Poepken

Nordic
News  

by ASHLEY NORVAL
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www.c-lines.com GRAIN & PROTEIN

> Designed in France for Australia
> Quick and easy local construction
> Premium Construction materials
> Minimises feed consumption
> Maximises meat production
> Reduces energy consumption
> Easy cleaning and maintenance

P R E M I U M 
PIG HOUSES

To find out more contact Bruno Pimenta. 
email: bruno.pimenta@agcocorp.com  
tel: 0476 760 240 

C-LINES produce a premium range of buildings for pig 
production. Designed in France to the highest standards, 
they offer the best performance in biosecurity, environmental 
control and animal welfare. With minimum energy  
consumption and easy maintenance C-LINES are the place 
to go for your next pig house.

http://porknews.com.au/
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GERMANY is consid-
ering labelling of all pork 
products with details dif-
ferentiating five recog-
nised rearing methods.

It won’t matter if the pork 
is sold online, in farmers’ 
markets or in supermarkets 
– all packaging will need 
to clearly nominate if the 
pigs were reared in what 
the Germans refer to as 
barn pens, barn pens with 
extra space, open-air barn 
pens, run and open land or 
organic.

The federal government’s 
draft bill for new regula-
tions covering animals in-
cludes four core elements 
– a mandatory label that 
specifies under what condi-
tions animals were held, the 
renovation of stables and 
funding for such, adjust-
ments in the building and 
licensing laws, and better 
regulations in the animal 
welfare law.

While Germany already 
has labels for fresh meat 
products in four similar 
categories, this is the first 
time such labelling would 
be legally binding.

Not surprisingly, the draft 
bill has copped criticism 
from farming bodies and 
consumer groups.

Some consumers don’t 
believe the labels will make 
any difference, describing 
them as another label in the 
label jungle. 

Agricultural expert at the 
German consumer organi-
sation Foodwatch, Anne-
marie Botzki told Germa-
ny’s international broad-
caster Deutsche Welle that 
it was basically a marketing 
measure to give consumers 
a good conscience and keep 
their consumption going. 

And she labelled it decep-
tive, saying that consumers 
believed a higher method 
of rearing meant the an-
imal was healthier. 

“And that is often not the 
case.”

“Just because an animal 
has a bit of a larger stable 
doesn’t mean it’s healthier. 

“They are still forced to 
perform on an extremely 
high level that often makes 
them sick,” Ms Botzki 
said.

“A large fraction of ani-
mals, especially pigs, that 
are brought to slaughter-
houses are in fact mas-
sively sick, with diseases 
ranging from pneumonia 
to inflamed organs, and 
these occur in any rearing 
method.

“They are standing in 
their own excrement in 
the stables and constantly 
breathing this in.

“They then develop ulcers 
and we also see many be-
havioural problems, such as 
biting ears and tails. 

“All of that won’t be 
changed by the labels.” 

Annually, approximately 
13.6 million pigs in Ger-
many die before they are 
slaughtered. 

That’s equivalent to one 
in five animals. 

A University of Veteri-
nary Medicine Hannover 
study showed that 13.2 
percent of hogs and 11.6 
percent of breeding pigs 
were expected to have ex-
perienced severe pain for 
a considerable time before 
they died.

Foodwatch is asking for 
regular health checks on 
farms because the only 
thing currently being 
checked is whether the 
meat is edible in the end. 

“The health of the ani-
mals isn’t a concern at all,” 
Ms Botzki said.

“Even when a farmer 
consistently brings pigs to 
a slaughterhouse that are 
sick, have bitten themselves 
bloody, have abscesses and 
pneumonia, it has zero con-
sequences for the farmer.”

In future, Foodwatch 
wants farmers who consist-
ently deliver sick animals 
to be sanctioned and those 
who deliver healthy ani-
mals to be rewarded. 

On top of that, Ms Botzki 
is demanding that the three 
lowest rearing methods 
shouldn’t be allowed on su-
permarket shelves.

My downunder ‘Cant 
Comment’ is that such 
packaging labelling would 
be a good start and should 
be the bare minimum. 

Further, we would also 
need agreed definitions, 
and this is where the debate 
might fire up. 

Essentially, all pig rearing 
systems need to be appro-
priately and regularly mon-
itored, and need to meet 
fair and reasonable stand-
ards of animal welfare.

While I lean towards 
pasture-raised systems 

because they at least offer 
pigs the best possible op-
portunity to display natural 
behaviours and instincts, I 
recognise there can still be 
inherent systemic welfare 
issues.

It all gets down to bal-
ance, as for most things 
in life.

But I do believe that 
industrial-scale intensive 
indoor pig farming tips 
the balance well and truly 
in favour of the almighty 
dollar at the expense of rea-
sonable animal welfare.

Dare I conclude by re-
peating my final paragraph 
in last month’s column… 
that is, “If you find this 
view unpalatable, take a 
moment to honestly check 
in with consumers and ask 
them what they’d prefer to 
spend their hard earned 
on, once you’ve given them 
the true facts about exactly 
what barren deprived lives 
pigs in industrial intensive 
systems really endure.”

Footnote, Foodwatch is 
an independent non-profit 
organisation that exposes 
food-industry practices that 
are not in the interests of 
consumers. 

Foodwatch fights for 
the right of consumers to 
know exactly what they are 
buying and to enjoy good 
food that is healthy and 
uncontaminated. 

Foodwatch was founded 
in 2002 in Germany by 
former Greenpeace di-
rector Thilo Bode and 
has offices in Berlin, Am-
sterdam and Paris. 

Its mission is to build 
a strong European cam-
paign organisation that is 
represented in all major 
European Union member 
states and that provides 
consumer-focussed input 
into European legislative 
processes, advocating for 
more consumer rights. 

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness 

Public Relations Skills that will 

build your business, enhance 

your brand, promote your 

products and sell your services, 

all backed by unsurpassed 

professionalism, experience  

and track record.

M  E

Pork leg boneless from Aldi. Boneless roast pork shoulder from Woolworths.

Pork fillet from Farmer Jack’s. For all of these prod-
ucts, Australian pork labels generally give little or no 
detail of production systems.

Pork loin chops from Woolworths.

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT

Truth in labelling with no porkies

WORLD Food Safety 
Day was a chance to 
highlight Australia’s 
role in producing clean 
safe nutritious food for 
consumption here and 
abroad.

Department of Agricul-
ture, Water and the Envi-
ronment deputy secretary 
David Hazlehurst said 
strong food safety stand-
ards are a key component 
of strong human health.

“Food safety saves 
lives,” Mr Hazlehurst 
said.

“While there are lots 
of ways to ensure food 

safety, a key part is having 
sound food regulation and 
international food stand-
ards that facilitate safe 
food trade.

“The department plays 
a significant role in en-
suring food is safe for 
consumers, not just here 
in Australia but across the 
world.

“Given that Australia 
exports around 70 percent 
of its produce, it is im-
portant that we contribute 
strongly to the develop-
ment of international food 
safety standards. 

“That is why Australia 

is part of the Codex Ali-
mentarius Commission, 
or Codex – the inter-
national food standards 
setting body.”

Codex Australia works 
with stakeholders both 
here and internationally 
to contribute to consumer 
food safety by ensuring 
international food stand-
ards are based on sound 
scientific principles and 
support the export of our 
safe produce to the world.

Australia’s food safety 
standards are some of the 
highest in the world. 

“We will continue to 

do our part in creating 
strong food safety sys-
tems and ensuring safe 
food both in Australia 
and around the world,” 
Mr Hazlehurst said. 

World Food Safety Day highlights 
food standards for better health

World Food Safety Day 
highlights Australia’s 
role in producing clean 
safe nutritious food.
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PROSWINE.COM.AU proswine@apiam.com.au

•  APIAM SWINE SERVICES AND SUPPORT HUB

•  ONLINE HEALTH AND PRODUCTION RESOURCES

•  ACCESS TO FEATURE ARTICLES

•  LOCAL AND GLOBAL NEWSFEEDS

•  ONLINE SHOP – FAST DELIVERY

YOUR CENTRAL POINT 
FOR EVERYTHING SWINE

CENTRAL

 APIAM VETERINARY CLIENTS 
ADDITIONAL BENEFITS:

Visit the ProSwine 
Website
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Thick forest vegetation – a perfect hiding place for feral pigs. Photos: Primary Industries and Regions South Australia

EARLIER this month, 
the National Feral Pig 
Action Plan team held 
a virtual stakeholder 
forum that addressed the 
theme ‘Surveillance and 
monitoring informing 
biosecurity and feral pig 
management actions’. 

Pleasingly, this attracted 
an audience of 96 people. 

All of the presenta-
tions made at the forum 
are available from the 
resources page on the 
NFPAP website – feral-
pigs.com.au/stakeholder-
forum/#ForumJune22

The confirmation of foot 
and mouth disease in May 
2022 and its spread in 
Indonesia, the incursion 
of Japanese encephalitis 
virus in eastern Australia 
and ongoing threats of 
African swine fever em-
phasise the importance of 

ongoing population moni-
toring and control of feral 
pigs – to reduce potential 
biosecurity risks as well 
as the many other impacts 
they cause. 

Northern Territory Gov-
ernment Biosecurity and 
Animal Welfare epidemi-
ologist Dr Hayley Pearson 
and Northern Australia 
Quarantine Strategy tech-

nical manager animal 
health Dr Skye Fruean 
discussed ‘Feral pigs: 
JEV, ASF and FMD – 
current response and 
surveillance in northern 
Australia to address bio-
security risks’. 

The Australian Govern-
ment health and agricul-
ture departments have 
been working together to 
respond to the JEV out-
break, first detected in 
mainland Australia in 
February 2022. 

Since this time, our 
knowledge of JEV has 
rapidly expanded. 

An understanding of 
how it got to mainland 
Australia is still being 
sought, with wind-blown 
infected mosquitos or mi-
grating birds being poten-
tial mechanisms. 

In the Northern Terri-
tory, a total of 44 feral 
pigs have so far been de-
tected with active JEV 
infection across five local 
government areas. 

A small number of feral 
pigs detected with JEV in 
western Cape York Pen-
insula in Queensland has 
also been reported.

Surveillance activi-
ties for JEV have largely 
been conducted by NAQS 
across northern Australia, 
involving sampling of 
feral pigs. 

As there is no commer-
cial pork industry in the 
Northern Territory, the 
state government has also 
conducted JEV surveil-
lance in domestic pigs in 
that state. 

Owners are being iden-
tified through the Prop-
erty Identification Code 
database and people need 
to voluntarily allow sam-
ples to be taken from their 
pigs. 

Many of these pigs may 
only be one or two genera-
tions different from feral 
pigs, with some collected 

as piglets from the wild. 
Due to very low sample 

numbers from domestic 
pigs, there is strong reli-
ance on sampling of feral 
pigs to understand how 
far JEV has spread in the 
Northern Territory. 

Sentinel cattle and 
chickens spread across 
that state are also being 
tested for JEV. 

The Northern Australia 
Quarantine Strategy was 
established in 1989 to 
provide an early warning 
system for exotic pest, 
weed and disease detec-
tions across northern Aus-
tralia and to help address 
unique biosecurity risks 
and challenges facing the 
region. 

These include Austral-
ia’s proximity in the north 
to countries that have 
pests and diseases not pre-
sent in Australia and our 
sparsely populated huge 
coastlines. 

The majority of staff in 
the NAQS animal tech-
nical team are located in 
Broome, Cairns and Kath-
erine and work closely 
with state jurisdictions. 

One of their key activi-
ties is feral animal sur-
veillance, which involves 
undertaking low altitude 
observations from a heli-
copter along the northern 
coastline for different 
feral animal species, in-
cluding feral pigs. 

Post-mortems are con-
ducted and samples are 
collected for exotic dis-
ease surveillance.

The role of feral pigs in 
the transmission of FMD 
was briefly covered. 

It’s important to note 
that the potential of feral 
pigs to spread FMD in 
Australia will be de-
pendent on factors in-
cluding contact rates, hab-
itat suitability, capacity of 
the virus to survive out-
side the host for extended 
periods, the density and 
size of feral pig popula-
tions, as well as climatic 
factors. 

However, feral pigs still 
pose potential risks that 
can’t be dismissed. 

With growing popula-
tions in response to good 
seasonal conditions, sus-
tained management ac-
tions by both private and 
public land managers 
working together on a 
landscape-scale are key 

to managing such bio-
security risks. 

This is what is being 
advocated by the National 
Feral Pig Action Plan.

Factsheets on both JEV 
– feralpigs.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/
J E V - F a c t s h e e t - 2 7 -
June-2022.pdf – and FMD 
– feralpigs.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/
FMD-17-June-2022.pdf 
– in relation to feral pigs 
are now available on the 
NFPAP website in the dis-
eases section. 

The factsheet for FMD 
includes a link to a US 
resource that shows clin-
ical signs of FMD in feral 
pigs.

These resources are 
regularly updated as new 
information is formally 
released. 

The use of thermal im-
aging to optimise feral 
pig management pro-
grams were the focus of 
the presentations made by 
Primary Industries and 
Regions South Australia 
Kangaroo Island feral pig 
management coordinator 
Matthew Korcz and NSW 
Riverina Local Land Ser-
vices senior biosecurity 
officer Suzanne Holbery.

These two projects – 
conducted on Kangaroo 
Island in South Australia 
and Hay in the western 
Riverina in NSW – are 
demonstration sites for the 
NFPAP.

To reiterate, the key ele-
ments for successful feral 
pig control are:

• Apply a good plan and 
aim for 100 percent re-
moval

• Coordinate feral pig 
control over large areas 
by working together with 
others

• Apply an integrated 
best-practice management 
approach to humanely 
remove as many pigs as 
possible

• Utilise seasonal condi-
tions – timing is critical

• Monitor before and 
after control efforts are 
undertaken, and act early.
Hiding in plain sight

Matt Korcz explained 
that the feral pig man-
agement program on Kan-
garoo Island is focussed 
on eradication. 

This project is funded 
by Commonwealth and 
South Australian Govern-

Surveillance and monitoring of feral pigs
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Surveillance and monitoring of feral pigs
ment bushfire funding ar-
rangements. 

Many different stake-
holders on the island are 
involved.

A number of innovative 
control and monitoring 
techniques are being used 
to achieve this objective. 

Thermal assisted aerial 
culling is being strategi-
cally applied, targeting 
inaccessible areas on the 
island – such as deep 
creek lines and in thick 
recovering vegetation. 

Operations are being 
conducted primarily in 
the colder months of the 
year, at dawn and dusk. 

Resources required, 
including the helicopter, 
thermal imaging equip-
ment, firearms and per-
sonnel, were outlined. 

Notably, the thermal 
camera operator is also 
a qualified pilot, which 
enables clear communica-
tions with the helicopter 
pilot. 

A key difference be-
tween conventional aerial 
shooting and TAAC 
is that the helicopter is 
flown at a higher altitude. 

Animals therefore do 
not run and scatter. 

The thermal camera pro-
vides the ability for the 
marksman to follow and 
engage each animal one 
by one to enable a humane 
kill.

Sodium nitrite baits – 
marketed as Hoggone – 
and trapping and ground 
shooting are being used 
as part of the on-ground 
management program to 
remove small populations 
of feral pigs as they are 
identified. 

A camera trap network 
has been installed and en-
vironmental DNA meth-
odology is also available 
to test water samples for 
feral pig presence. 
Thermal aerial surveys 
– essential for success

Suzie Holbery stated 
that thermal aerial sur-
veys have been used by 
the Western Riverina Pest 
Project since 2016 for the 
monitoring of feral pig 
populations. 

While monitoring could 
be done using a camera 
trap network, this is not 
practical in the project 
area due to fluctuations 
in water heights in the 
wetlands.

Compared with conven-
tional aerial surveying, 

thermal cameras enable 
feral pigs to be more 
easily and reliably de-
tected in the landscape, 
reducing the incidence of 
‘unknowns’.

Automated software or 
trained observers can be 
used for processing of 
footage collected. 

It was recommended 
that expert advice be 
sought to carefully plan 
your aerial survey design. 

NSW Riverina Local 
Land Services are 
working with Dr Andrew 
Bengsen from NSW De-
partment of Primary In-
dustries on this. 

Repeatability in how 
this is conducted is key 
to obtaining meaningful 
data. 

Factors to consider when 
designing aerial surveys 
include the environ-
ment and landscape type, 
timing, location and di-
rection of transects flown, 
altitude, camera angle, 
speed of the helicopter 
and method used to ana-
lyse data collected. 

Affordability with its 
implementation is also a 
major consideration.

Significant value from 
conducting aerial surveys 

has been gained by the 
WRPP. 

The ability to monitor 
changes in population 
density over time as an 
outcome of management 
actions has attracted ad-
ditional funding for the 
project. 

Outcomes are also used 
to encourage landholders 
to participate in the pro-
ject as well as identify 
those landholders who are 
not meeting their general 
biosecurity duty.

Details of each demon-
stration site and outcomes 
being achieved can be 
found on their dedicated 
webpages on the NFPAP 
website – feralpigs.com.
au

The innovative man-
agement, monitoring and 
engagement approaches 
being applied in these 
programs continue to be 
featured as part of NFPAP 
stakeholder engagement 
activities.

Feel free to contact me 
on heather.channon@
feralpigs.com.au or call 
0423 056 045 to discuss 
your feral pig manage-
ment issues or any infor-
mation presented in this 
article. 

SOLUTION.
SOLUTION.
SOLUTION.

Solutions range of animal nutrition solutions,

FOR A NATURAL

Solutions range of animal nutrition solutions,

Solutions range of animal nutrition solutions,
Visit our website to learn more about  the BEC Feed

FOR A NATURAL
FOR A NATURALIT’S TIME

or call us on 1300 884 593.
Visit our website to learn more about  the BEC Feed

A small group of feral pigs in bushland detected by a thermal camera.

SINCE the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Australian Pork Lim-
ited has unfortunately 
not been able to run 
the PorkMark Ham 
and Bacon Awards. 

This year, we are ex-
cited to announce that 
instead, APL has part-
nered with the Aus-
tralian Meat Industry 
Council to launch 
a bigger and better 
awards program – the 
Australian Charcuterie 
Excellence Awards. 

The competition will 
be a celebration of 
Australian smallgoods 
made with Australian 
pork. 

These awards will be 
the premier competi-
tion for the Australian 
smallgoods industry, 
highlighting and recog-
nising products that are 
made with quality and 
excellence. 

The competition is 
open to all manufact-
urers of Australian 
smallgoods products 
– AMIC members and 
non-members – across 
five categories of bacon, 
ham, fermented salami, 
dry or cured and general 
smallgoods.

All entries will be 
judged by an impressive 
line-up of judges, con-
sisting of fleischermeis-
ters, award-winning and 
celebrity chefs, artisan 
smallgoods makers and 
industry legends. 

Gold, silver and bronze 
medals will be up for 
grabs in line with set 
judging criteria, which 
will be points based.

The highest point 
scorer in each category 
will be awarded the 
Australian category 
champion. 

All winners will be 
able to use the award 
medal and the Aus-
tralian PorkMark logo 
for their product pack-
aging and marketing 
materials.

Judging commences 

July 11-15, 2022 at the 
Willian Angliss Insti-
tute in Melbourne and 
the awards dinner will 
be August 31, 2022. 

For more details about 
the competition, search 
AMIC Charcuterie 
Excellence Awards on 
your internet browser.

Australian Pork Lim-
ited is excited for this 
partnership to drive 
awareness of the quality 
of products made with 
Australian pork as part 
of the valuable prov-
enance marketing pro-
gram. 

Together with on-
going licencing of the 
Australian Pork Pork-
Mark logo, APL will 
continue to promote and 
celebrate products made 
with Australian pork. 

Awards celebrate pork

* from P6

Pork Provenance

by PAM SANTIAGO

Judging commences July 11 for the AMIC Charcuterie Excellence Awards.
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APIAM Animal Health 
is expanding their key ac-
count management team 
and is excited to announce 
the appointment of Haylee 
Clifford as the southern 
key account manager. 

Haylee comes from a 
rural farming background 
in South Australia and 
joins Apiam from AgCom-
municators, where she was 
working as an agricultural 
communications and mar-
keting consultant. 

In this role she developed 
and implemented commu-
nications and marketing 
strategies and outputs for 
agricultural advocacy 
groups, researchers and 
businesses. 

Prior to this, Haylee was 
with Alltech Lienert Aus-
tralia as an animal nutri-
tionist. 

During her time at Alltech 
Lienert, she was involved 
in the Pork CRC Industry 
Placement Program. 

As part of the program, 
she completed a pig pro-
duction intensive course 
through the University of 
Adelaide. 

Haylee also received 
funding to travel in 2019 
to Albert Canada to attend 
the Banff Pork Seminar 
and spent time with the 
Hutterite colonies, learning 
more about their approach 
to pig production and man-
agement. 

She presented her learn-
ings throughout the In-
dustry Placement Program 
at the 2019 Australasian 
Pork Research Institute 
Limited stakeholders’ 
forum.

Haylee graduated from 
the University of Adelaide 
in 2015 with a Bachelor of 
Animal Science, and first 
class honours in sheep nu-
trition. 

She also has experience 
in veterinary pathology 
from her time as a tech-
nical officer at Gribbles 
Veterinary Pathology. 

With a deep under-
standing of agriculture 
and farming communities, 
Haylee has the passion and 

ability to communicate 
complex technical informa-
tion in a simple and easy to 
understand format to help 
implement on farms.

Haylee will be based in 
Bendigo, working with 
Apiam’s northern key ac-
count manager Forbes 
Corby and commercial 
manager Amanda Var-
danega. 

Haylee will be providing 
key account management 
to pig producers and sup-
port to the Apiam vet-
erinary team to deliver 
on-farm vet services – in-
cluding digital veterinary 
herd health programs – to 
maximise production out-
comes for intensive animal 
operations.

Forbes has been working 
with Apiam for 12 months, 
predominantly working in 
the feedlot sector. 

However, throughout 
his first year at Apiam, he 
has attended several pork 
events, including Apiam 
Pub and Pork events in Vic-
toria and PIX AMC 2022 
held on the Gold Coast in 
May. 

Forbes is enjoying his role 
and continues to expand his 
client network and know-
ledge of the industry. 

Forbes grew up in rural 
NSW and joined Apiam 
with a commercial back-
ground from Kilcoy Global 
Foods where he managed 
sales for the Middle East 
and North African regions. 

Additionally, his role with 
KGF included domestic 
key account management 
for clients such as McDon-
alds and Hungry Jacks. 

Forbes has a Bachelor of 
Agriculture and Bachelor 
of Business, major Inter-
national Business, from the 
University of New England. 

Forbes also completed an 
internship with Austrade in 
Myanmar, focussing on the 
development of agricultural 
practices and trade.

He is passionate about all 
facets of agriculture and 
was awarded the University 
of New England’s 2019-20 
School of Environmental 

and Rural Science prize 
for his significant contri-
butions, such as chair of 
UNE’s Farming Futures 
Executive and Young 
Farming Champion am-
bassador.

Both Forbes and Haylee 
are Australian Pork 
emerging leaders, which 
provides opportunities to 
create and develop net-
works throughout the 
supply chain and supports 
development of technical, 
leadership, management 
and communication skills.

They have also been in-
volved in the Meat and 
Livestock Australia’s Am-
bassadors for the Red Meat 
Industry program. 

As trained ambassadors, 
their role is to ensure the 
wider Australian popula-
tion outside of agriculture 
recognises the vital role 
our industry plays in food 
production and trusts us 
to deliver high value, high 
quality products and to feel 
good about eating red meat. 

Forbes and Haylee look 
forward to working with 
the Apiam client base and 
more broadly, the Aus-
tralian intensive animal 
industry. 

Feel free to reach out to 
Haylee on 0456 498 120 or 
Forbes on 0457 508 867. 

Staff highlights for Apiam

Haylee will be based in Bendigo, working with Apiam’s commercial manager Amanda Vardanega and north-
ern key account manager Forbes Corby. 

Apiam Animal Health 
welcomes Haylee 
Clifford as its southern 
key account manager.

■ Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au 

2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 ABN 11 003 543 548                 Mobile: 0437 431 901 

Victoria: Ben Slots  Phone: (03) 9462 4266 
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mobile: 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

 1 Determine how much pig slaughter levy you paid from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022.
Example: *Pig Slaughter Levy:  Number of pigs slaughtered x Levy amount $3.25 = $ Levy paid.

2 Complete the APL Member application. 
Confirm or update your organisation information and eligibility for membership and either:

i.  give a standing consent for APL to calculate levy paid via accessing PigPass records (NVDs), or 
ii.   provide a statutory declaration to APL stating that you are an Australian pig producer and the
     amount of PigSlaughter Levy you have paid in the relevant financial year.

3 Return the completed form to APL by Monday 6 September by either:
• scan and send it by email to members@australianpork.com.au
• fax it to 02 6285 2288, or 
•   post it to PO Box 4746 Kingston ACT 2604.

• If you’re an Australian pig producer and you’ve 
paid the Pig Slaughter Levy in the 2021-22
financial year, then you’re eligible to apply 
for or renew your APL Membership.

• As a Member you gain access to a range of
benefits - including voting for your representative
in the upcoming Delegate Elections 

APL Membership: 

Leveraging your pig levy

How to become a Member

• Being a pig producer or having a 
PigPass account does not automatically 
make you a Producer Member. You must 
complete an application. 

• Learn more about membership and download the forms at www.australianpork.com.au/members 

Why? APL has an obligation to confirm
its Members’ details and eligibility for
membership every three years.

•

http://porknews.com.au/


Australian Pork Newspaper, July 2022 – Page 9www.porknews.com.au

GUT HEALTH
PLATFORM

AlltechLienert

YOU SEE OUTSIDE

Alltechlienert.com.au

WE SEE IN
You wouldn’t neglect your gut; 
why neglect theirs? 

Guaranteeing your herd the right start 
in life is crucial to achieving maximum 
profitability. Our range of nutritional 
solutions ensures the desired gut 
health environment for your animals, 
optimizing feed conversion ratios. 

F  

D   S 

      EE  FEEDS    

@Alltech

http://porknews.com.au/


Page 10 – Australian Pork Newspaper, July 2022 www.porknews.com.au

AFTER winning the 
May 21 federal election, 
the Albanese Labor 
Government is now in 
full swing governing 
the nation. 

While the change has 
resulted in a raft of new 
ministers, portfolios and 
policies to get across, 
it also presents an op-
portunity to share the 
great story of Australian 
pork with a host of new 
decision-makers and in-
fluencers. 

So, what does a Labor 
Government mean for 
pork producers? 

The new Minister for 
Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry Murray 
Watt has identified his 
key priorities as ad-
dressing biosecurity 
threats, the workforce 
shortage crisis and rising 
input costs. 

With these headline 
priorities relevant to 
the pork industry, Aus-
tralian Pork Limited has 
reached out to Minister 
Watt to introduce the 
Australian pork industry 
and obtain further detail 
on the government’s ap-
proach to tackling crit-
ical issues.

APL notes the Minis-
ter’s acknowledgment 

of the critical role that 
biosecurity plays in se-
curing Australian agri-
culture’s future, particu-
larly the increasing risks 
associated with emer-
gency animal diseases in 
neighbouring countries, 
including African swine 
fever, foot and mouth 
disease and lumpy skin 
disease, along with the 
recent outbreak of Japa-
nese encephalitis virus 
in Australia. 

The Minister was quick 
to call out the need for 
long-term sustainable 
biosecurity funding. 

On workforce solu-
tions, while Labor has 
confirmed it will not de-
liver the Coalition’s ag 
visa, it has committed 
to adjusting the existing 
Pacific Australia Labour 

Mobility Scheme to im-
prove supply and mobi-
lise 50,000 pre-screened 
workers overseas. 

Labor will enable visa 
holders to bring family, 
provide pathways for 
permanency and subsi-
dise travel costs for the 
seasonal stream. 

Minister Watt has more 
recently acknowledged 
that solutions need to 
focus beyond Pacific 
programs.

Of critical importance 
is fast-tracking skilled 
visa processing. 

The new Minister for 
Immigration, Citizen-
ship and Multicultural 
Affairs Andrew Giles 
has directed his depart-
ment to urgently address 
visa processing backlogs 
and delays to rectify skill 

shortages – a commit-
ment echoed at the first 
sitting of the National 
Cabinet.

Labor will focus on 
upskilling Australians, 
creating 465,000 new 
fee-free TAFE positions 
and up to 20,000 extra 
university places in areas 
with labour shortages. 

Other workplace poli-
cies are likely to be clari-
fied as part of Labor’s 
jobs summit to be held 
by September.

Agricultural businesses 
will be wanting to see 
input costs addressed 
and government policy 
not add to existing pres-
sures, uncertainty or red 
tape. 

Among priority com-
mitments agreed in June, 
the National Cabinet 
agreed to focus on en-
ergy market issues under 
the charge of new Cli-
mate Change and Energy 
Minister Chris Bowen, 
as well as measures to 
boost productivity.

APL is keen to see the 
Labor Government focus 
on building sovereign 
manufacturing and capa-
bility, providing oppor-
tunities for businesses. 

A portion of the Na-
tional Reconstruction 

Fund will be dedicated to 
agriculture – supporting 
investment in value-
adding and strengthening 
supply chain resilience. 

Positive commitments 
for regional Australia 
also include $250 mil-
lion funding for local 
roads and community 
infrastructure, a con-
nectivity fund similar to 
the Coalition’s regional 
telecommunications pro-
gram, as well as a fund 
for affordable housing. 

Regional investments 
are the responsibility of 
multiple new ministers, 
in particular Minister 
for Infrastructure, Trans-
port, Regional Develop-
ment and Local Govern-
ment Catherine King and 
previous Shadow Agri-
culture now Minister for 
Housing Julie Collins. 

The new Minister for 
Environment and Water 
Tanya Plibersek is re-
sponsible for delivering 
environmental com-
mitments, including 
an emissions reduction 
target of 43 percent by 
2030 and targets to boost 
renewables to 82 percent 
by 2030. 

Also, $60 million 
will be made available 
through a Recycling 
Modernisation Fund.

APL has placed ‘truth 
in labelling’ on the gov-
ernment’s agenda also, 
and the need to imple-
ment recommendations 
of the Evaluation of 
Country of Origin Label-
ling reforms report. 

Working closely with 
government on animal 
welfare and ensuring the 
Australian pork indus-
try’s best practice animal 
care is recognised will 
continue to be a top pri-
ority. 

Among the Labor Gov-
ernment’s animal wel-
fare priorities is a plan to 
establish the office of the 
independent Inspector-
General for Animal 
Welfare, and increase 
accountability and trans-
parency for reporting of 
animal welfare breaches. 

APL will continue to 
closely follow and en-
gage proactively with 
the federal government 
on relevant policies and 
present a strong industry 
voice. 

Pre and post-election, 
APL reached out to poli-
ticians and new minis-
ters to highlight the in-
dustry’s value and ensure 
key issues are firmly on 
their radar. 

Continuing engagement 
with the opposition – in-
cluding Shadow Minister 
for Agriculture and the 
leader of the National 
Party David Littleproud 
– and crossbench on in-
dustry issues will also be 
crucial. 

As important as ever 
are APL’s alliances with 
peak industry bodies 
including the National 
Farmers Federation and 
Australian Meat Industry 
Council in presenting a 
common voice, and pro-
ducer and state farming 
organisation engagement 
and support at a time 
when the industry con-
tinues to face multiple 
challenges. 

More detail on Labor 
Government policies can 
be found at alp.org.au 

Live yeast for sows and piglets

Microscopic yeast, 

macroscopic effects !

LEVUCELL SB helps maintain a stable and positive microbiota and improve sow’s 
intestinal transit with less constipation in peri-partum. With optimized farrowing 
conditions and well-being, sows fed with LEVUCELL SB deliver vigorous piglets 
with a reduced risk of digestive troubles in newborn piglets.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION    SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS  SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS
T: (07) 5451 0125 | E: LAN-Aus@lallemand.com
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

APL federal election summary

Politics

by ANGELA BRADBURN

ASF vaccine
PORK industries and 
governments around 
the world have been 
following intently the 
progress made to de-
velop a commercially 
viable African swine 
fever vaccine since Vi-
etnam partnered with 
the Agricultural Re-
search Institute of the 
US Department of Ag-
riculture.

The Vietnam Min-
istry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development an-
nounced that the vaccine 
meets technical require-
ments and ensures ste-
rility, safety and potency 
with an immunity length 
of six months.

The trade name of 
the published vaccine 
is NAVET-ASFVAC, 
a product of National 
Veterinary Joint Stock 
Company.

Navetco finished the 
pilot program on 72 pigs 
in normal conditions 
with a 100 percent suc-
cess ratio. 

The vaccine was devel-
oped from a genetically 
modified prior strain of 
the virus by deleting a 
previously uncharacter-
ized gene, I177L. 

The vaccine research 

and production results – 
after being thoroughly 
evaluated by inde-
pendent scientists – have 
been accepted and pub-
lished. 

The Agricultural Re-
search Institute sent 
an official letter to the 
Department of Animal 
Health of Vietnam on 
May 17, 2022 con-
firming the NAVET-
ASFVAC vaccine en-
sures safety and effec-
tiveness.

Vietnam’s Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
Phung Duc Tien did not 
provide a timeframe for 
when the vaccine could 
be exported or estimate 
of the country’s produc-
tion capacity.

The Australian pork 
industry will continue to 
follow the roll-out of the 
vaccine in Vietnam with 
great interest and main-
tain discussions with the 
Australian Government 
around emergency an-
imal disease vaccine op-
tions for the Australian 
pork industry.
Jess van de Weyer
APL Emergency 
Animal Disease Policy 
Analyst

http://porknews.com.au/
https://alp.org.au/
https://lallemandanimalnutrition.com/en/europe/
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AUSSIE Pumps report 
excellent results from 
the new 6” Aussie GMP 
11kW semi-trash pump.

Manufactured from 
close-grain cast iron, the 
pump delivers a whopping 
4000LPM of flow!

The big open non-clog 
impeller will handle 
spherical compressible 
solids in suspension of up 
to 50mm diameter. 

That design makes it 
ideal for transferring ef-
fluent and even abattoir 
waste.

The big 6” pump design 
also incorporates a front 
cleanout port that enables 
the impeller chamber to be 
cleared without disman-
tling pipework.

Aussie Pumps’ Mood 
Ellahi said, “That’s a big 
advantage.”

“The pump’s design is 
well thought out, with 
the four-pole heavy duty 
motor close coupled to the 
pump.

The whole unit, 
mounted on a sturdy steel 
base plate, lends itself to 

easy installation.
“What users like about 

this pump isn’t only the 
huge flow,” Mood said.

“It’s the robust con-
struction and the high 
performance in terms of 
flow – from a self-priming 
pump that operates at only 
1450rpm, it has the ability 
to draft water through a 
vertical lift of 6m.”

Because of the close-
coupled design, it’s easy 
to access the coupling be-
tween motor and pump in 
the event of any replace-
ment requirements. 

The pump features huge 
cast-iron ‘shoulders’ that 
provide more than ad-
equate capacity for the 
priming liquid.

“Once the pump is filled 
with water and the suction 
delivery hose properly at-
tached to the flanged fit-
tings, all the user has to do 
is switch the motor on and 
everything starts to work,” 
Mood said.

Mood points out that the 
big integrated tank cast 
into the body is what pro-

vides the fast and positive 
priming.

“Nobody enjoys wres-
tling with a 6” hose on 
a big end suction pump,” 
he said.

He also points out that 
in many cases, Aussie 
GMP self-priming pumps 
– particularly in flood 
prone areas – have been 
replacing end-suction 
pumps. 

The substantially little 
extra cost for the conveni-
ence of self-priming fea-
tures is a real gift.

The big pump also fea-
tures a silicon carbide 
mechanical seal with ni-
trile rubber elastomers as 
standard throughout.

For abrasive applica-
tions, Aussie Pumps offers 
tungsten carbide seals as 
an alternative.

Aussie Pumps sees the 
big 6” and soon to be re-
leased 8” self-priming 
Aussie GMP pump as 
being a major step for-
ward in providing cost-
effective pump solutions 
for piggeries throughout 
Australia.

“We put this big 6” 
pump on the market with 
the benefits of modern 
design and production, 
backed with a three-year 
warranty, and do that all 
for well under $20,000,” 
Mood said.

“With a 100 percent 
deprecation allowance, 
you can see these pumps 
represent great value for 
money.”

Further information in-
cluding full technical data 
packs are available from 
Mood Ellahi at Aussie 
Pumps, aussiepumps.com.
au 

The new 6” Aussie GMP 11kW semi-trash pump, a 
cost-effective pump solution for piggeries through-
out Australia.

Pump moves effluent fast

KUHN AUSTRALIA

www.kuhn.com.au

KEEP AHEAD WITH KUHN 
LIVESTOCK RANGE

Find your nearest Kuhn dealer online.

SHOWN: EUROMIX 3 PROFILE 1 PROFILE 2 PRIMOR 5570 M

Kuhn Euromix delivers

Kuhn’s Euromix CL DL machines ensure a consist-
ent feed mix and offers maximum efficiency for 
pork producers. The Euromix triple auger pictured.

The Euromix twin auger. Asymmetric-shaped 
knives act as a self-cleaning mechanism within 
the machine.

MIXED feeding in live-
stock operations can 
offer many benefits. 

For pork producers, 
mixed rations can be spe-
cialised to the specific 
needs of the herd. 

These needs can change 
depending on the health, 
breed, age and weight of 
your pigs. 

Mixed feeding ensures 
positive animal growth 
and reproductive per-
formance, increasing the 
productivity of your pork 
operation. 

Kuhn’s Euromix CL 
DL machines ensure a 
consistent feed mix and 
offers maximum ef-
ficiency for pork pro-
ducers. 

The wagon is available 
in multiple sizes to suit 
farmers with diverse pro-
duction needs, with the 
ability to feed herds of up 
to 360 head per load. 

Each mixer wagon is 

equipped with a pressed 
hopper, ensuring the ma-
chine is resistant to strain 
and is ready for intense 
daily work. 

The pressed hopper 
circulates the product in 
a figure of eight while 
also moving it from the 
bottom to the top of the 
tub, consistently and 
accurately mixing feed 
each time, so you can 
be sure your pigs don’t 
miss out on any key in-
gredients. 
Improved efficiency 
for on-farm feeding 
systems

To improve efficiency, 
the Euromix CL DL 
tubs are designed with 
hydraulic counter knives, 
positioned diagonally to 
auger. 

This positioning re-
duces the space between 
the counter knife and 
the auger, increasing the 
contact surface with dry 
fodder and in turn in-

creasing the fodder chop-
ping speed. 

The asymmetric shape 
of the knives also acts 
as a self-cleaning mech-
anism within the ma-
chine, minimising fodder 
left in the tub and re-
ducing overall waste.

Stainless-steel augers 
are standard on every Eu-
romix machine, making 
longevity of the machine 
a priority. 

Each machine gives the 
customer a higher sale-
back price on the trade-in 
because the augers will 
not need replacing.

The Euromix machines 
provide versatility in feed 
distribution, with doors 
on the right and left sides 
and the rear of the ma-
chine. 

The cross conveyor 
also has two positions 
at the front or rear of 
the machine, driven by a 
hydraulic motor at each 
end – so regardless of the 

rotation direction, perfect 
operation is guaranteed. 

Each wagon is also 
equipped with features 
for ease of use – an elec-
tric control box allowing 
the use of up to three 
doors, six load cells po-
sitioned between the tub 
and the chassis for accu-
rate weighing and an 8” 
secondary display tablet 
that transmits data to the 
main weigh box.

Incorporating a Eu-
romix Auger Mixer CL 
DL into your on-farm 
feed delivery system 
not only allows you to 
achieve maximum ben-
efits in your pork pro-
duction but the machine 
can also improve reduce 
waste and improve effi-
ciency.

To learn more about 
Kuhn’s Euromix CL DL 
range, visit kuhn.com.
au or contact your local 
dealer. 

http://porknews.com.au/
https://aussiepumps.com.au/
https://aussiepumps.com.au/
https://www.kuhn.com.au/
https://www.kuhn.com.au/
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CONSIDERING the 
vastness of Australia and 
the number of people who 
live in regional and rural 
areas, it’s a concerning 
fact that remoteness is 
a major risk factor con-
tributing to mental health 
issues and suicide, with 
the suicide rates being 60 
percent higher than rates 
in major cities. 

In addition, people in 
outer regional, remote and 
extremely remote areas of 
Australia face more bar-
riers accessing health care 
than people living in major 
cities, making it harder for 
them to maintain good 
mental health.

In a continued effort to 
raise awareness of mental 
health in rural and re-
gional Australia, leading 
animal health business 
Zoetis has partnered with 

Beyond Blue to support 
mental health initiatives 
and reduce the stigma 
around mental health. 

Over the past six years, 
Zoetis has raised $600,000 
for the Beyond Blue Sup-
port Service by donating 
$5 from each sale of the 
company’s livestock, pig 
and poultry vaccines and 
drenches. 

In 2022, Zoetis aims to 
again reach its $100,000 
fundraising target by the 
end of the year.

Zoetis senior vice presi-
dent and cluster lead Aus-
tralia and New Zealand 
Lance Williams said, 
“Zoetis works closely 
with rural Australia 
through interactions with 
the country’s farming 
community, agricultural 
stores, veterinarians and 
their families.”

“We are proud to be sup-
porting Beyond Blue and 
the important work they 
do. 

“The money raised goes 
directly to the Beyond 
Blue Support Service to 
continue helping people 
living in remote areas. 

“To date, thanks to 
Zoetis’ donation, over 
12,000 people have been 
able to get the support they 
need through the service. 

“Together we have made 
strong progress in sup-
porting the mental health 
and wellbeing of those who 
live in rural Australia, and 
we are passionate about 
helping again this year.”

Derek Schoen, a farmer 
for more than 36 years, 
is a beef, grain and hay 
producer in Corowa, NSW. 

Mr Schoen is a member 
and former president of 

the NSW Farmers Asso-
ciation, a former deputy 
mayor of Corowa Shire 
Council, NSW Rural As-
sistance Authority Board 
director, chair of Murray 
Local Land Services and 
is on Beyond Blue’s Board 
of Directors, providing a 
wealth of experience on 
rural life. 

“The farming commu-
nity has endured many 
challenges over the years,” 
Mr Schoen said.

“Through droughts, 
floods, bushfires and on-
going COVID-19 related 
issues, rural Australia and 
country people are stoic 
and display considerable 
courage, however the im-
pact on mental health has 
been significant for many.”

With many farmers, 
small business owners, 
workers and parents 

feeling the pressure, it is 
vital that people receive 
mental health support as 
early as possible to pre-
vent their issues leading to 
more serious mental health 
conditions. 

Financial hardship, isola-
tion and stigma can take 
a toll on those in distress, 
placing their mental health 
at risk. 

It is important to re-
member that depression 
and anxiety are common 
conditions, not weak-
nesses, and with the right 
treatment, most people can 
recover. 

“The good news is that 
most of us will be able to 
cope very well with chal-
lenges as they arise – we 
will use our normal re-
sources, our strengths, net-
works and the support that 
we have around us from 

family, friends and loved 
ones,” Mr Schoen said. 

“People in rural Aus-
tralia are known for their 
resilience in times of 
crisis, but even the most 
resilient among us need 
extra support at times. 

“We want everyone to 
know that support is avail-
able and encourage people 
to seek advice.

“Asking for support is a 
sign of strength, not weak-
ness.” 

Beyond Blue chief com-
munity officer Patrice 
O’Brien said the journey 
to better mental health can 
start with small actions.

“It’s important to make 
looking after ourselves a 
priority and set goals for 
sleep, exercise and ‘me’ 
time,” Ms O’Brien said.

“Maintaining social con-
nections, keeping in touch 
with friends and family, 
and being part of a com-
munity provides a sup-
portive network. 

“Also, understanding 
which tools and strategies 
work well for you in tough 
times and reaching out for 
that extra support when 
you need it are really im-
portant.”

Feeling connected with 
others can reduce stress 
and build resilience. 

The main thing for eve-
ryone to know is that, 
“You are not alone, and 
you don’t have to work 
things out by yourself,” Ms 
O’Brien said. 

“Whatever the reason, 
Beyond Blue wants people 
to know that no problem is 
too big or small to reach 
out. 

“Sometimes, just talking 
to someone can make a 
difference.”
Case study Eddie Sloan

Eddie Sloan is a former 
farmer who worked in 
the agricultural industry 
at management level after 
having to leave the family 
farm in Western Australia 
in the early 1990s. 

A change of direction 
in his career saw Eddie 
follow a path into the disa-
bility sector, working with 
and supporting people with 
disabilities into mean-
ingful and lasting jobs in 
Kingaroy Queensland. 

Eddie grew up as a 
third-generation farmer 
in Western Australia and 
after losing his father in 
his late teens, he suddenly 

found himself with a lot 
more responsibility, man-
aging the farm on his own. 

With the added pres-
sure, he first started ex-
periencing issues with his 
mental health in his twen-
ties but became good at 
masking how he felt and 
used alcohol as a coping 
mechanism. 

It was following several 
hospitalisations after at-
tempting to take his own 
life and receiving support 
and treatment that, at the 
age of 45, Eddie accepted 
he had an illness and real-
ised it could be managed.

Eddie says resilience is 
an important part of his 
mental health journey that 
keeps him putting one foot 
in front of another. 

“At one stage where I 
was struggling to get up 
each day and get out of the 
house, I would tap into my 
own self-reliance and inner 
strength to keep going in 
small ways,” Eddie said.

“Being resilient meant 
taking those small steps, 
keeping going, connecting 
with family and knowing 
things would get easier.

“I want people to know 
there is always hope, and 
that early detection and 
management is an impor-
tant step towards recovery, 
and in doing so we find 
our resilience within.”

The Beyond Blue Sup-
port Service offers free 
and immediate counsel-
ling, advice and referrals 
via phone, webchat or 
email. 

In addition to the sup-
port service, Beyond Blue 
has resources and informa-
tion online at beyondblue.
org.au, including online 
forums that offer peer sup-
port in a safe, moderated 
setting. 

People can support the 
Zoetis initiative from July 
18 to October 31, 2022. 

For every animal health 
product sold by Zoetis, the 
company will donate $5, 
up to $100,000, to Beyond 
Blue.

For more information on 
how you can help Zoetis 
to raise vital funds to sup-
port mental health in rural 
communities through its 
partnership with Beyond 
Blue, visit zoetis.com.au

For more information 
about depression and anx-
iety, visit beyondblue.org.
au. 

Even the most resilient people need help and support
n Zoetis and Beyond Blue support the mental health of Australia’s local communities

Information in your hands ZOETIS.COM.AU/LS

Zoetis has donated $600,000 to Beyond Blue over the last 6 years.
Help us raise another $100,000. 
For every Zoetis cattle, sheep, pig, poultry or goat vaccine or 
parasiticide sold by Zoetis between 15 July and 31 October 2022, 
Zoetis will donate $5, up to $100,000 to Beyond Blue.

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138. ©2022 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved 05/22 ZL1578

TO SUPPORT MENTAL 
HEALTH IN RURAL AUSTRALIA

$100,000
HELP US RAISE

"$100,000 will 
assist 2,083 people 
in Australia"*

Georgie Harman - CEO Beyond Blue

*Assistance through the Beyond Blue Support Service

Eddie Sloan is a former farmer who worked in the 
agricultural industry at management level after hav-
ing to leave the family farm in Western Australia. 
Read his case study in this article.

http://porknews.com.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
https://www2.zoetis.com.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
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CENTRAL Agri Group is 
one of Australia’s leading 
fully integrated beef 
farming, backgrounding, 
feed lotting and meat pro-
cessing companies. 

Established in 1991, it 
has loyal domestic cus-
tomers, supplies to over 50 
exports markets and has 
invested heavily in state-
of-the-art meat processing 
facilities.
The issue

Central Agri Group’s 
Trafalgar plant did how-
ever have some issues with 
its wastewater pump. 

It was running copies of 
the Gorman-Rupp self-
priming pump on its green 
waste and attending these 
daily to fix issues with 
blockages in the pump. 

On occasion, these prob-
lems would cause the well 
to overflow and require the 
need for outside contrac-
tors to be called in to help 
deal with the inflow to the 
well.

Another processor, run-
ning genuine Gorman-
Rupp pumps, recom-
mended Central Agri 
Group’s Trafalgar plant 
contact Hydro Innovations.
Solution

Hydro Innovations rec-
ommended the existing 
pump be replaced with a 
Gorman-Rupp T3A71S-
B ‘Super T Series’ trash 
pump fitted with an ‘Eradi-
cator’ solids management 
system, with hardened in-
ternal parts to deal with the 
grit and stringy materials 
that flow to the well. 

The well has a high 
loading of grass and so the 
pump was set up to deal 
with the grass.
Benefits of the installa-
tion

Almost two months 
since the installation, plant 
maintenance supervisor 
Josh could not be happier. 

“The Gorman-Rupp 
pump is a great pump, far 
better than what we had 
before!” Josh said.

He has not had to attend 
the pump at all – com-
pared to the once or twice 
per day the previous pump 
required.

The savings are quickly 

adding up and Josh now 
has time to work on other 
projects at the plant that he 
couldn’t get to before.

Gorman-Rupp self-
priming trash pumps are 
available in sizes from 2” 
through to 10”, with flows 
to 200LPS and pressures 
to 90m. 

They have been ex-
tremely popular for diffi-
cult wastewater pumping 
applications in animal 
process plants across Aus-
tralia.

More information on 
these pumps may be ob-
tained from info@Hy 
droInnovations.com.au  

Leveraging your 
APL membership
IF you’ve paid the pig 
slaughter levy in the 
2021-22 financial year, 
you’re eligible to apply 
for or confirm your 
APL membership, and 
gain access to a range 
of membership ben-
efits, including voting 
for your representative 
in the upcoming del-
egate elections.

While pig producers 
can become APL mem-
bers at any time, APL 
has an obligation to con-
firm its members’ de-
tails and eligibility for 
membership every three 
years.

For current members, 
this means that you’ll 
need to complete a mem-
bership renewal form by 
September 6, 2022 to be 
eligible to vote in the 
2022 delegate elections. 

Likewise, new mem-
bers will need to submit 
their membership ap-
plication forms by Sep-
tember 6, 2022 if they 
wish to vote in the del-
egate elections.

There are three mem-
bership categories: 

• Producer Member – 
levy paying producers 
who can vote for a del-
egate provided they 
submit their member-
ship application to APL 
before the return date 
September 6, 2022 as set 
out by the Board

• Associate Producer 
Member – producers 
who have not paid the 
levy in the relevant fi-
nancial year, they are 
required to be spon-
sored by a current APL 
member and are not eli-
gible to vote

• Associate Corporate 
Member – an industry-
related company or 
manufacturer with clear 
benefits and connections 
to the pig industry.

As an APL Producer 
Member, you will re-
ceive: 

• The rights to nomi-
nate and vote for a del-
egate – for every $1 
of levy paid, Producer 
Members are entitled to 
one vote for their nomi-
nated delegate

• Access to exclusive 
members only content

• Weekly APL Update 
newsletter

• Weekly estimate 
slaughter trends

• Regular contact from 
APL producer relations 
team

• Eligibility for APL 
leadership programs

• Member only events, 
both online and face to 
face throughout the year. 

APL membership is 
free – however APL 
has a responsibility to 
verify your eligibility as 
a member and other de-
tails as required. 

Previously, producers 
had to complete a statu-
tory declaration every 
three years stating the 
pig slaughter levy paid 
by the member in the 
previous financial year.

Since the 2019 mem-
bership year, producers 
who have been using the 
online PigPass move-
ment reporting system 
have had the option to 
instead consent to APL 

accessing their PigPass 
records to verify the 
levy paid, reducing the 
burden of having a statu-
tory declaration wit-
nessed. 

If a producer prefers 
that APL does not access 
their records in this way, 
the statutory declaration 
option is still available.

As per the APL con-
stitution, if a current 
member does not pro-
vide APL with the infor-
mation required by Sep-
tember 6, 2022, they will 
cease to be a member. 

For more details or to 
renew or apply for mem-
bership, visit australian 
pork.com.au/members

Note, intermediaries 
paying the pig slaughter 
levy on behalf of others 
are not eligible for APL 
producer membership, 
but producers who have 
paid their levy via an in-
termediary are eligible. 

All new memberships 
are subject to approval 
from the APL Board. 

APL therefore encour-
ages you to submit your 
renewal application as 
soon as possible after 
June 30, 2022.
Delegate nominations 
and elections

Delegates are ap-
pointed for three-year 
terms by APL members 
to represent their inter-
ests at general meetings 
and to, among other 
things, vote on the elec-
tion of APL elected di-
rectors.

Delegates are an im-
portant communication 
link between APL and 
its members. 

They form a vital con-
duit for exchange of in-
formation between APL 
and the industry. 

It is the expectation 
of APL members that a 
delegate is active in per-
forming this role. 

This includes partici-
pation at two delegate 
forum meetings a year 
– usually May and No-
vember – and when 
requested, assisting at 
regional producer meet-
ings. 

The delegate levy 
amount for 2022 is 
$445,872.

If you are interested 
in standing as an APL 
delegate, complete and 
return the ‘Consent to 
Act as an APL Delegate’ 
form no later than July 
22, 2022 to ensure new 
and renewing members 
have sufficient opportu-
nity to consider you as 
their delegate. 

To vote for your nomi-
nated delegate, simply 
complete and return the 
‘APL Delegate Nomina-
tion’ form by September 
6, 2022. 

Current delegates can 
nominate themselves. 

If you have any ques-
tions about this process 
or need any assistance, 
contact the APL mem-
bership team at mem 
bers@australianpork.
com.au 
Bjorn Ludvigsen
APL Acting Producer 
Relations Director

(02) 9898 1800 
sales@HydroInnovations.com.au
www.HydroInnovations.com.au   
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Blockage fixed

The existing pump was replaced with a Gorman-Rupp T3A71S-B ‘Super T 
Series’ trash pump fitted with an ‘Eradicator’ solids management system.

http://porknews.com.au/
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THE new Minister for 
Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry Murray 
Watt undertook his first 
farm visit as Minister in 
early June, to hear first-
hand from farmers and 
other industry represent-
atives about the chal-
lenges and opportunities 
facing the sector.

Minister Watt spent the 
day in the Emerald region 
in Central Queensland, 
visiting cattle saleyards, 
a cotton farm, cotton gin 
and leading ag tech de-
veloper SwarmFarm Ro-
botics.

“I’ve spent a lot of time 
in Central Queensland – 
one of the country’s most 
productive agricultural re-
gions – and I wanted to 
return there to kickstart 
my term as Agriculture 
Minister,” Minister Watt 
said. 

The visit coincided with 
the release of new figures 
showing agricultural ex-
ports will hit a record $65 
billion in value in 2022-23 
as the new Albanese Gov-
ernment prepares to tackle 
labour shortages and bio-
security threats and help 
farmers derive more value 
from their produce.

Minister Watt told local 
farmers and industry rep-
resentatives that the Al-
banese Government was 
focussed on helping them 
overcome mounting input 
and supply chain chal-
lenges, while also posi-
tioning the sector to seize 
the massive opportunities 
arising from increased 
efforts to tackle climate 
change. 

“I’m pleased to report 
that the latest agricultural 
commodities report by 
the Australian Bureau 
of Agricultural and Re-
source Economics and 
Sciences predicts record 
exports worth $65 billion 
in 2022-23 and a second 
consecutive year of more 
than $80 billion in pro-
duction,” Minister Watt 
said.

“We are expecting our 
forestry and fishing sec-
tors also to perform well, 
with the total value of the 
four industries forecast 
to be $86.2 billion, just 
below the record result for 
2021-22.

“But rising costs and ac-
cess to farm labour and 
imported machinery will 
continue to challenge 
many Australian farm 
businesses. 

“We understand this 
and that’s why I’ve iden-
tified these issues as key 
priorities for me, as the 

new minister. 
“The government will 

strengthen the Pacific 
Australia Labour Mobility 
scheme to help overcome 
labour shortages, but there 
is also much more we can 
do to attract Australian 
workers to regional areas 
and retain them. 

“I’ll be working closely 
with my Cabinet col-
leagues to ensure that re-
gions benefit from the new 
government’s increased 
emphasis on training up 
local workers.” 

Tackling biosecurity 
threats and ensuring 
farmers derive more value 
from their renowned pro-
duce are also priorities for 
Minister Watt.

“I’ve been briefed by 
Australia’s chief vet-
erinary officer Dr Mark 
Schipp upon his return 
from Indonesia, where 
there are worrying out-
breaks of foot-and-mouth 
disease and lumpy skin 
disease in cattle right 
now,” Minister Watt said.

“I’m working closely 
with experts and stake-
holders to ensure that we 
have the right protections 
in place and continue to 
make the right biosecurity 
investments – at home and 
offshore.

“As well as protecting 
the industry, we want to 
help farmers derive more 
value from their produce 
through value adding and 
innovation. 

“We want Australia to 
not only grow the wheat 
but also make the flour, 
biscuits and cakes and 
process and package meat 
for domestic and inter-
national markets.

“That’s why we will in-
vest $500 million through 
our National Reconstruc-
tion Fund to encourage 
farmers to create more 
food products in Aus-
tralia, in addition to 
selling raw commodities 
overseas.

“Australian agriculture 
is on track for another 
record-breaking year, 
and the new government 
will be doing everything 
we can to support it with 
continued innovation, 
value adding and in-
creased decarbonisation 
efforts.”

Minister Watt was ac-
companied by National 
Farmers’ Federation 
president Fiona Simpson 
and chief executive officer 
Tony Mahar, Agforce 
general president Georgie 
Somerset and Cotton Aus-
tralia chief executive of-
ficer Adam Kay. 

The new Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry Murray Watt.

New ag minister’s 
first farm visits

MARK Fitzgerald of-
ficially retired from 
his position as BEC 
Feed Solutions’ gen-
eral manager of 
premix and feed addi-
tives for Australia and 
New Zealand on June 
30.

“After seven exciting 
and challenging years 
as GM of premix and 
feed additives at BEC 
Feed Solutions, it is 
now time for me to re-
tire and move on to the 
next stage of my life,” 
Mr Fitzgerald said.

Mr Fitzgerald enjoyed 
a long, distinguished 
and eventful career in 
the animal feed and 
poultry industries. 

He has held senior 
management roles with 
businesses including 
Tegel/NRM in New 
Zealand, Niugini Ta-

blebirds in Papua New 
Guinea, Sunnybrand 
Chickens, Darwalla, 
Ridley and BEC Feed 
Solutions in Australia.

During his many 
years of leadership, Mr 
Fitzgerald was involved 
in significant changes 
to these industries, par-
ticularly in the busi-
nesses he was a part of.

BEC Feed Solutions 
managing director Brett 
Antonio shared his sin-
cere gratitude for the 
contribution and dedi-
cation Mr Fitzgerald 
had for the BEC busi-
ness throughout his 
tenure.

“BEC’s Board and 
shareholders and staff 
thank Mark for his 
commitment to the de-
velopment of the busi-
ness,” Mr Antonio said.

“He’s been a driving 

force behind many 
key projects for us, in-
cluding the new premix 
plant that was opened 
last year.

“I am personally very 
grateful that we had 
him as part of the BEC 
team for the past seven 
years.” 

Mr Fitzgerald offi-
cially handed over to 
his successor at the end 
of June but will remain 
in a transitionary role 
to assist the business 
on major projects until 
September 30.

Dr Mark Connors, 
who has been with the 
BEC Group business 
since 2016, will com-
mence in the general 
manager position for 
BEC’s Australian and 
New Zealand business 
from July 1.

“I have been very for-

tunate to work closely 
with Mark Fitzgerald 
over the past four years, 
and this time has been 
incredibly valuable in 
learning the finer de-
tails of the premix and 
feed business,” Dr Con-
nors said.

“I wish Mark the very 
best for his retirement. 

“He has left BEC in 
a fantastic position for 
the future.”

Dr Connors originally 
established the BEC 
Biotech business ven-
ture and is still respon-
sible for its operations 
and the success of the 
Lactipro product in the 
Australian market.

“Mark Connors has 
been our national sales 
and technical man-
ager for the past four 
years and so the tran-
sition into the general 

manager position will 
be quite seamless,” Mr 
Fitzgerald said.

“It is particularly 
pleasing that succession 
at this level can occur 
internally and I believe 
this reflects the culture 
of the BEC business 
and the quality of our 
staff.

“I’d like to personally 
thank all customers, 
suppliers and other 
business stakeholders 
for your support over 
the past seven years. 

“I recognise that 
without your under-
standing, loyalty and 
support, BEC would not 
be in the position that I 
leave it in.”

He intends to enjoy 
his retirement by travel-
ling with his wife and 
relishing his time with 
his grandchildren. 

BEC Feed Solutions’ Mark Fitzgerald retires
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Delivering superior
performance in all situations
    The Seclira range is powered by the unique active 

ingredient dinotefuran poviding rapid knockdown of 
target pests

    Seclira WSG is broad spectrum insecticide providing 
a unique mode of action for �y and mosquito control 
for external agricultural buildings

    Seclira Pressurised Fly Bait’s convenient and easy 
to apply formulation is suitable for use in animal 
housing facilities

For more information on  
the Seclira range, visit  
crop-solutions.basf.com.au 
or contact your local CCD 
Representative on 1300 791 009

@basfpestcontrolau
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Your new powerful, 
flexible and reliable 
mechanical colleague

Washing robots for pig barns 

The ProCleaner X100 is a powerful, flexible, and 
reliable robot for cleaning pig barns. The machine is 

and high-tech robot, able to withstand the tough work 
environment.

Rather than cleaning, 
we now spend more 

time taking care of the 
animals

- Farmer Laust Boel

“

A RURAL Research 
and Development for 
Profit program Health-
4Wealth was funded 
by the Department of 
Agriculture, Water and 
the Environment, Aus-
tralian Pork Limited, 
Meat and Livestock 
Australia and Aus-
tralian Meat Processor 
Corporation. 

This program aimed to 
develop a standardised 
approach to data collec-
tion and providing pro-
ducers with feedback for 
visible disease-related 
carcass and offal con-
demnations for sheep, 
cattle, pigs and goats. 

Recently, Frontier 
Economics undertook a 
cost benefit analysis of 
the H4W program. 

As part of the pork 
pilot trials, data were 
collected for 17 different 
perimortem conditions. 

Not all conditions were 
considered in the cost 
benefit analysis – when 
deciding what to in-
clude, consideration was 
given to:

• Whether the disease 
was detectable at peri-
mortem inspection

• Whether there was 
reliable information 
about the costs and prev-
alence of disease

• Whether the disease 
has a significant impact 
on industry

• Whether it is cost ef-
fective for producers to 
manage the disease.

The benefits of this 

program for producers 
are decreased treat-
ment costs and reduced 
production losses by 
lowering disease preva-
lence.

For processors, this 
means an increase in 
meat inspector produc-
tivity and reduced offal 
condemnation.

Cost benefit analysis 
considered the costs as-
sociated with disease 
prevention, management 
and program adminis-
tration costs for pro-
ducers. 

On the other hand, in 
this analysis, costs for 
processors considered 
were increased meat 
inspection time, admin-
istrative time to liaise 
with producers, and to 
install and maintain the 
technology.

Results of this analysis 
were expressed in net 
present value, which is 
the total present value 
of benefits minus the 
total present value of 
costs. 

The estimated benefit 
cost ratios are 3.65 and 
4.56, which equates to 
$68 million and $40 
million of NPV for pig 
producers and proces-
sors respectively.

The results demon-
strate there is likely to 
be a strong value propo-
sition for both pig pro-
ducers and processors. 

Overall, this program 
provides strong evidence 
that participants across 
the supply chain can 
derive significant value 
from a national rollout 
of H4W program. 

It should be pointed 
out that the benefits to 
individual producers 
will vary, depending on 
the conditions on their 
farm and the health of 
their herds.

For further informa-
tion on this report or for 
the full copy of the final 
report, contact Dr Vai-
bhav Gole on 0436 934 
763 or email vaibhav.
gole@australianpork.
com.au 

Pork Integrity

by DR VAIBHAV GOLE

Producers benefit from 
Health4Wealth program

Businesses sourcing responsibly
AUSTRALIANS want 
to know if the businesses 
they engage with operate 
in ways that align with 
their values. 

We know Australians 
care about farm animal 
welfare and want to sup-
port responsibly sourced 
animal-based products, as 
has been seen with the 
uptake of cage free eggs. 

While Australians un-
derstand that animals are 
farmed for food, they also 
believe farm animals de-
serve a good life and a hu-
mane death, with the ex-
pectation that businesses 
believe this too.

Forward-thinking busi-
nesses are recognising 
how important it is to re-
flect these values, both to 
maintain community sup-
port and remain viable. 

This crucial public ac-
ceptance is known as 
having a ‘social licence’ 
to operate. 

For animal-based in-
dustries that source from 
them, it’s becoming more 
important to consider and 
improve animal welfare 
in order to maintain their 
social licence. 

In response, many have 
made the shift to better 
practices, sourcing re-
sponsibly and maintaining 
their social licence.
Sourcing responsibly

To responsibly source 
animal-based products, 
it’s vital that businesses 
have proactive relation-
ships with their suppliers 
to enable them to go right 
back to the source and 
engage directly on animal 
management practices. 

From this position, busi-
nesses are well placed to 

thoroughly review their 
supply chains to under-
stand any current animal 
welfare issues and how 
these can be addressed. 

The RSPCA has devel-
oped responsible sourcing 
guides for key species, 
which provide businesses 
with a step-by-step pro-
cess for exactly this.

As part of the RSPCA’s 
responsible sourcing 
guides, short and long-
term goals applicable to 
the current Australian 
market and production are 
available for businesses to 
use when planning next 
steps.

Most importantly, busi-
nesses that are responsibly 
sourcing animal-based 
products should publish a 
public-facing animal wel-
fare policy. 

The policy should 
clearly identify who is re-
sponsible for animal wel-

fare within the company, 
articulate how the policy 
is governed and, based on 
the outcome of the supply 
chain analysis, outline 
goals for improving an-
imal welfare. 

Not part of the procure-
ment process but wanting 
to help source respon-
sibly?

You can still help to 
encourage businesses to 
source responsibly, even 
if you’re not part of the 
procurement process. 

As an example, you 
might be looking to ensure 
your workplace is doing 
their part to incorporate 
animal welfare standards 
in their operations. 

Consider sharing the 
RSPCA’s responsible 
sourcing guides with your 
business procurement 
team or starting the con-
versation with colleagues 
about developing formal 

animal welfare policy. 
If you’re an individual 

who cares about animal 
welfare, you can also ask 
companies that you pur-
chase from about their 
supply chains – the guides 
are for consumers too! 

You can use them as a 
tool to ask informed ques-
tions of your favourite 
companies and brands.

No matter our role in 
the supply chain, we can 
all play a part in ensuring 
that businesses source 
animal-based products re-
sponsibly. 

With the right tools, 
businesses can improve 
operations and enhance 
their social standing, 
consumers can make in-
formed choices from com-
panies they trust – both 
contributing to the shared 
goal of a good quality of 
life for animals. 

To responsibly source animal-based products, it’s vital businesses have proac-
tive relationships with suppliers.

http://porknews.com.au/
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African swine fever 
continues its relentless 
spread across Asia, 
with countries des-
perate for measures to 
control ASF.
The Philippines

In the Philippines in 
May, 12 communities 
had active cases of ASF.

Official reports from 
the national veterinary 
authority outline a fur-
ther 250 new cases of 
ASF at 86 locations, ac-
cording to recent notifi-
cations to the World Or-
ganisation for Animal 
Health.

Of these latest out-
breaks, 66 occurred in 
nine Mindanao prov-
inces and 20 in 10 prov-
inces on Luzon. 

All were confirmed 
between March 1 and 
April 8, and affected vil-
lage pig herds. 

They take the number 
of outbreaks in these 
two regions to more 
than 850, with more 
than 482,000 pigs di-
rectly impacted.
First ASF cases in 
Nepal

Nepal has reported its 
first ever cases of ASF.

Since the end of 
March, the virus has 
been detected at 10 loca-
tions, according to noti-
fications to the WOAH. 

All were in Bagmati 
province, in nine mu-
nicipalities. 

So far, a total of 5167 
pigs have been directly 
impacted by the out-
breaks, including 3370 
mortalities.

Authorities have at-
tributed the spread of the 
virus to swill feeding.
South Korea reports 
more ASF cases in 
wild boar

Between mid-April 
and May 9, 63 more wild 
boar tested positive for 
the ASF virus in South 
Korea. 

Found in the provinces 
of Gangwon, North 
Chungcheong and 
Gyeonggi, they bring the 
number of virus-positive 
animals reported to the 
OIE to 1022.

On May 21, the first 
cases in South Korea’s 
domestic pigs of this 
year were reported. 

Affected was a farm 
with 1175 animals in 
Gangwon. 

This province is in the 
north of the country.

At the end of May, it 
was reported that new 
cases of ASF in wild 
boar had slipped from 
the nation’s news head-
lines. 

So far this year, the 
number of confirmed 
cases – already at 738 – 
looks likely to pass the 
2021 total of 964 cases.

Total cases in South 
Korean wild boar had 
reached 2619, as at June 
7.
Further ASF cases 
confirmed in Bhutan 
and Thailand

Since ASF returned to 
Bhutan in mid-April, the 
number of pigs affected 
has risen to 1008. 

According to recent 
WOAH reports, this 
includes 423 more ani-
mals that were involved 
in depopulation at the 
one outbreak site. 

This is a village in the 
Chukha district, near 
to the border with the 
Indian state of West 
Bengal.

In November 2021, 
Thailand confirmed its 
first cases of ASF.

Based on the latest 
notifications to WOAH, 
the number of con-
firmed outbreaks had 
reached 89, with more 
than 820 cases among 
2864 pigs. 

These were reported 
to be in non-commercial 
herds.

The three most re-
cent outbreaks to be 
registered with WOAH 
started during the first 
half of May. 

While two affected 
herds were in southern 
provinces, the other was 
in northeastern Thai-
land.
Outbreaks in three 
Indian states

While WOAH has not 
been notified of the ASF 
situation on India, local 
media continue to report 
widespread outbreaks 
in the northeast of the 
country.

In the state of Miz-
oram, the situation is de-
scribed as “disastrous,” 
according to India 
Today. 

ASF has been blamed 
for the deaths of more 
than 37,000 pigs there, 
and the chief minister 
is reported to be pre-
paring to declare a state 
of emergency. 

Since the first cases in 
March 2021, outbreaks 
have affected more than 
50 villages in seven dis-
tricts of Mizoram. 

A further 14,000 ani-
mals have been culled 
as part of the efforts to 
curb the spread of infec-
tion.

Over the past week, an 
outbreak has occurred 
in neighbouring Ma-
nipur state – also in the 
northeast of India. 

According to reports, 
about 80 pigs were 
culled at the farm, 
which is in the Kamjong 
district. 

With investigations 
underway to establish 
the source of infection 
in the area, movement of 
pigs and their products 
are banned.

Meanwhile, all pig 
movements were banned 
at the end of May in 
Sikkim. 

These measures were 
introduced after ASF 
was detected in this 
state. 

In various districts of 
North Sikkim, 117 pigs 
were reported to have 
died of ASF over the 
previous two months.
Taiwan on ASF alert

Ahead of a major fes-
tival recently, Taiwan’s 
authorities stepped up 
measures to stop in-
coming pork products.

The Dragon Boat Fes-
tival is marked by the 
giving of gifts, and as at 
the end of May, the ter-
ritory’s customs service 
had seized almost 240kg 
of illegal pork. 

About half of these 
parcels were from 
China, including Hong 
Kong. 

ASF in Asia

* continued P17

THE project ‘Elimi-
nating pig tail removal 
to improve welfare and 
industry sustainability’, 
funded through the Co-
operative Research Cen-
tres Projects government 
program and others in 
the industry, commenced 
in January 2022. 

SunPork Pty Ltd is the 
lead applicant in this 

three-year project. 
In addition, Australa-

sian Pork Research Insti-
tute Ltd, Australian Pork 
Limited, PIC Australasia 
Pty Ltd, Rivalea Aus-
tralia Pty Ltd, RSPCA 
Australia, the University 
of Melbourne, the Uni-
versity of Queensland 
and the University of 
New England have all 

committed resources to 
collaborate on the pro-
ject.

Dr Darryl D’Souza of 
SunPork Pty Ltd, and the 
project’s principal inves-
tigator, will oversee the 
research and training that 
aims to provide valuable 
information to enable 
pork producers to make 
objective decisions with 

confidence as to whether 
they can raise pigs with 
intact tails. 

APRIL chief executive 
officer and chief scientist 
Dr John Pluske said the 
project will provide sup-
port and training for early-
career scientists, postgrad-
uate students and Honours 
students. 

To this end, Dr Sophie 
Ward has been appointed 
by APRIL as an early-ca-
reer scientist, along with 
Dr Megan Lucas at the 
University of Melbourne 
and Dr Arun Kumar at the 
University of Queensland. 

Rutu Acharya, at the 
University of Melbourne 
has also commenced her 
PhD within the project. 

Within the next six 
months, PhD students are 
expected to commence at 
the University of Queens-
land and the University of 
New England, as well as 
the first influx of Honours 
and MSc students.

Members of the project 
team who could travel, 
met in Melbourne in 
April for their first face-

to-face meeting. 
Despite progress having 

been impacted by Japa-
nese encephalitis virus, 
floods and COVID-19, a 
desktop review and the 
initial fieldwork program 
were discussed and re-
fined by the team. 

Technical staff at both 
Rivalea and SunPork have 
been through training ex-
ercises to collect relevant 
production data. 

This data will be used 
by the University of Mel-
bourne and the University 
of New England to under-
stand behaviour patterns 
and risk factors associated 
with tail biting. 

Further, the University 
of Queensland will in-
vestigate options for new 
dietary and management 
strategies associated with 
tail biting in pigs.

Ultimately, this know-
ledge will contribute to the 
generation of a decision-
support tool that aims to 
assist producers in poten-
tially rearing and man-
aging pigs with intact tails. 

Project commences to examine causes of tail biting

The Cooperative Research Centres Projects government program funds 
‘Eliminating pig tail removal to improve welfare and industry sustainability’ pro-
ject. Photo: Alltech
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Of the 226 parcels seized, 
28 had tested positive for 
the ASF virus.

While inspections of 
mailed parcels and im-
ported goods were stepped 
up, Taiwan’s authorities 
reminded travellers and 
citizens that bringing pig 
products into the territory 
was illegal and significant 
fines would be imposed.
ASF situation in China 
widely resolved

Recently, China’s veteri-
nary agency declared to 
WOAH that 15 earlier ASF 
outbreak series had been 
“resolved.”

Covering 14 provinces 
and special regions were 
a total of 39 confirmed 
outbreaks. 

Directly impacted were 
almost 55,000 pigs. 

Of these now-closed 
outbreaks, the first 
was in October 2018 in 

Shanxi province. 
December 2021 was the 

last of the closing dates for 
these disease series, after 
single outbreaks in Hainan 
and Hebei.

Of all the outbreaks, 14 
were detected on prem-
ises described as farms in 
WOAH notifications. 

Individual affected herds 
ranged in size from 165 to 
almost 10,000 swine. 

While there were four 
such outbreaks in the Xin-
jiang Uyghur region, seven 
more provinces each re-
ported only one or two out-
breaks. 

Also testing positive for 
the ASF virus over this 
period were nine backyard 
herds in five provinces.

Fifteen were detected at 
highway checkpoints and 
quarantine facilities in six 
provinces and regions. 

These had been set up by 
authorities to prevent the 

spread of the ASF virus 
around the country in in-
fected pigs.

Finally, one outbreak in 
Jiangsu province in April 
2020 affected 17 pigs at 
a premises described as 
“other.”
ASF detected in Hong 
Kong wild pig

In Hong Kong, a new out-
break series has begun in 
wild boar.

According to the official 
WOAH notification, one 
sick boar reported by the 
public was found dead in 
the Sai Kung area at the 
end of May. 

Among the pig farms put 
under close monitoring, 
one was within 3km of the 
infected carcass.

Between September 2021 
and February, a total of 
nine wild pigs tested posi-
tive for the ASF virus at 
three other locations in the 
Hong Kong area. 

African swine fever in Asia

PROGRESS in the de-
velopment of a vaccine 
against African swine 
fever has been made in 
Vietnam and the Philip-
pines over recent weeks.

As African swine fever 
continues its relentless 
spread across Europe, Af-
rica and particularly Asia, 
there is a growing need 
for a safe and effective 
vaccine against the dis-
ease. 

This would help to pro-
tect domestic and wild 
pigs, which are the main 
hosts of the ASF virus. 

It poses no direct threat 
to human health. 

However, the devas-
tating losses it brings can 
badly impact the owners’ 
livelihoods, disrupt 
supply chains and raise 
the price of pork.
Vietnam

It was reported recently 
that not one but two ASF 
vaccines were scheduled 
to be authorised in Vi-
etnam by the end of 2022.

After successful farm 

trials this year, AVAC 
Vietnam Co and Dabaco 
Group each have a vac-
cine that is expected to 
receive a license this year.

Vietnam is among 
the Asian countries in 
greatest need for addi-
tional measures to control 
ASF.

In early 2019, the virus 
was first detected in the 
country, which spread to 
the nation’s 63 provinces 
and cities.

More than six million 
pigs were culled and costs 
have topped an estimated 
$A1.88 million.

Though infrequently re-
ported, ASF continues to 
cause significant losses in 
Vietnamese pig herds. 

For the first three 
months of 2022, 562 out-
breaks were confirmed in 
42 of the country’s prov-
inces.

This is according to the 
latest update on the ASF 
situation in Asia from the 
United Nations’ Food and 
Agriculture Organisation.

Recently, Vietnam au-
thorised the commercial 
sale of Navet-ASFVac. 

Development of Navet-
ASFVac – the world’s 
first vaccine against ASF 
– began in early 2022 by 
Navetco National Veteri-
nary JSC in collaboration 
with US experts. 

According to Vietnam 
Plus, lab trials of this vac-
cine revealed it protected 
at least 80 percent of pigs 
for six months.

In the US, an ASF vac-
cine candidate recently 
passed important safety 
tests as part of its regula-
tory progress.
The Philippines

The Philippines re-
ported recently that 
testing of an ASF vac-
cine there had also shown 
positive results.

In May, the Philippine 
News Agency reported 
that the vaccine was 
moving on to the next 
phase of testing – vac-
cinated pigs would be 
moved to pens containing 

ASF-infected materials. 
Preliminary results 

were expected at the end 
of June, according to trial 
organisers, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and 
Robina Corp.

At the end of May, it was 
reported that the nation’s 
Department of Science 
and Technology and a US 
Embassy scientist were 
exploring opportunities 
to collaborate over ASF 
diagnostics. 

Aims of this coopera-
tion were to improve de-
tection kits and make 
them cheaper.

According to PNA, a 
mobile lab was deployed 
in Mindanao to support 
efforts to control the 
spread of ASF. 

Speeding up testing of 
suspected cases should 
lead to fewer animals 
culled.

The rising cost of pork 
is the main driver for the 
efforts to control ASF in 
the Philippines, according 
to one DOST official. 

Lab trials of the Navet-ASFVac vaccine revealed it 
protected at least 80 percent of pigs for six months.

Recently, Vietnam authorised the commercial sale 
of Navet-ASFVac. Photo: VTV

African swine fever in Asia to mid-May 2022.

Progress with ASF vaccine
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BEING an educated 
consumer and choosing 
higher welfare prod-
ucts is one way in 
which Australians can 
improve conditions for 
farm animals and sup-
port farmers raising an-
imals to better welfare 
standards.

The choices we make 
and the products we buy 
are a vote for the system 
that produces them, and 
Aussies are increasingly 
sending the message 
they want higher welfare 
products from farms that 
prioritise good animal 
welfare.

One area of ongoing 
concern for Aussies is 
pork, and people particu-
larly want to know how 
to purchase pork that is 
higher welfare. 

As with egg-laying hens, 
the vast majority of pigs 
reared for pork in Aus-
tralia are kept in barren 
conventional systems, 
with a smaller percentage 
in outdoor systems. 

Unlike eggs, pork prod-
ucts aren’t generally re-
quired to clearly label the 
type of farming system, 
which is a big problem.

However, there are 
some fairly consistent 
terms you can look for 
that are used to describe 
how pigs are reared.

Here’s how to make 
sense of pork labels to 
help you choose higher 
welfare.
Identifying higher-wel-
fare pork products

All fresh pork sold in 
Australia comes from 
pigs that are farmed in 
Australia. 

What consumers may 
not realise is that many 
pork products such as 
processed ham, bacon, 
deli meats and pre-
cooked products such as 
pulled pork are imported, 
most commonly from the 
US, Canada and some 

European countries.
Why does this matter? 
Pig welfare standards 

vary greatly between 
countries and pigs are 
often not raised to the 
same standard overseas. 

Though Australian con-
ventional production of 
pork isn’t entirely good 
for pig welfare, there 
are attributes that put it 
ahead of US production.

The Australian pork 
industry has phased out 
sow stalls and now about 
80 percent of sows are 
housed in groups during 
their pregnancy. 

However, most sows are 
still confined in narrow 
farrowing crates during 
and after the birth of 
their piglets.

In Australia, Country 
of Origin Labelling has 
also been introduced, 
requiring all busi-
nesses selling packaged 
food products to en-
sure packing includes 
a product label stating 
the percentage of Aus-
tralian ingredients and 
the country of origin of 
those ingredients. 

Be sure to check the bar 
to see what percentage 
of ingredients are Aus-
tralian, if its low, it’s un-
likely the pork is Aussie 
grown.
RSPCA Approved

When you see the 
RSPCA Approved cer-
tification on pork, this 
means the pig has come 
from a farm that meets 
the RSPCA Approved 
Farming Scheme’s de-
tailed and publicly avail-
able standard for pigs – 
and that the farm is regu-
larly assessed to make 
sure the standard is being 
met.

The RSPCA standard 
for pigs has 322 require-
ments on farm and 88 at 
slaughter. 

Whether an indoor, out-
door-bred or free range 

farm, there is a focus on 
providing for pigs’ be-
havioural and physical 
needs. 

Sow stalls, traditional 
farrowing crates and 
painful husbandry pro-
cedures – such as tail 
docking and teeth clip-
ping – are not at all al-
lowed under the RSPCA 
Approved Farming 
Scheme.

RSPCA Approved pig 
farms are assessed twice 
a year and abattoirs 
once a year by specially 
trained RSPCA asses-
sors. 

Any brand marketing 
their product as RSPCA 
Approved also undergoes 
traceability assessments 
by the RSPCA to verify 
the products supply 
chain.

Coles has long been 
working with the RSPCA 
Approved Farming 
Scheme on pig welfare, 
and all Coles free-range 
pork is now RSPCA Ap-
proved and available na-
tionally.
Free range

Free range pork comes 
from pigs born and raised 
with free access to out-
door areas or paddocks 
with vegetation, and the 
freedom to move, forage 
and socialise. 

Sows are not confined 
to traditional farrowing 
crates or sow stalls and 
have access to a far-
rowing hut to nest with 
their piglets.

It’s important to un-
derstand however, that 
a free-range housing 
system does not auto-
matically mean higher 
welfare – how the pigs 
are raised, handled, kept 
and managed is also cru-
cial to achieving good 
welfare.
Outdoor bred

Not to be confused with 
free range, this label is 
used to signify pigs that 

have been born in a free-
range environment but 
then subsequently raised 
indoors. 

Outdoor bred pigs may 
be raised in good indoor 
systems with large open 
sheds and comfortable 
straw bedding or in small 
pens with concrete floors 
in more conventional 
farming systems.

From the label alone, 
there is little way of 
knowing, so gathering 
further information from 
the brand is a good way 
to find out more.
Sow stall free 

‘Sow stall free’ is the 
term used to define pigs 
that have been born 
from sows that are group 
housed during their preg-
nancy. 

While the growth of 
sow stall-free pork is an 
important development, 
the label of ‘sow stall 
free’ alone does not indi-
cate higher welfare pro-
duction.

Sow stall-free farms 
still confine the sow to 
a farrowing crate prior 
to and for the weeks fol-
lowing the birth of her 
piglets. 

In a farrowing crate, a 
sow can only stand up 
and lie down. 

She can’t turn around or 
engage with her environ-
ment. 

Sows are strongly mo-
tivated to seek a nest site 
and build a nest before 
giving birth – not only 
can they not to do this 
in a farrowing crate, but 
a sow can’t interact with 
her piglets. 

Piglets born in sow 
stall-free systems are 
still raised in barren in-
tensive systems, often 
with no enrichment or 
bedding. 

Painful husbandry 
practices such as tail 
docking or teeth clipping 
can also still be used. 

Pork labelling and how to 
choose higher welfare pork
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The products we buy are a vote for the system that produces them. Photo: Alan Roberts

ITALY will cull 1000 
pigs after the first 
cases of African swine 
fever were detected in 
domestic pigs in the 
country.

Two cases of ASF were 
detected on a farm in 
Rome’s Lazio region on 
June 9.

Crisis manager Angelo 
Ferrari said, “We have 
to slaughter all the pigs 
in the contaminated area 
very quickly.” 

“The sooner we act de-
cisively and incisively, the 
greater our hope that the 
commercial damage will 
be reduced.”

In Italy to date, more 
than 150 wild boar have 
been infected with the 

ASF virus and authorities 
have recently stepped up 
control measures. 

According to official 
reports, the country’s 
first cases of ASF on the 
mainland were confirmed 
in early January in the 
northwestern region of 
Piedmont. 

Soon after, wild boar in 
Genova province in neigh-
bouring Liguria tested 
positive for the virus. 

One month ago, the first 
cases were identified in 
a park in the Rome area, 
also in wild boar.

Italy is the seventh 
largest pork producer 
in the European Union, 
with 8.9 million pigs, 
representing a $A12.17 

billion industry.
Recently, authorities in 

the Piedmont region were 
reported to be establishing 
nets to control the move-
ment of wild boar. 

The nets are in the prov-
ince of Alessandria, where 
this region’s cases have so 
far been detected. 

Gradually, the barrier 
will be moved so that it 
connects with a similar 
structure in Genova, the 
affected province in the 
Liguria region.

In Piedmont, authorisa-
tion has been granted for 
the depopulation of wild 
boar.

At the end of May, dem-
onstrations were held 
in Rome, with those in 
the Italian pork industry 
calling for urgent action 
to reduce the wild boar 
population. 

According to a recent 
survey, almost 70 percent 
of the population want the 
national population of 2.3 
million wild boar to be 
reduced. 

Among the reasons 
given are that the animals 
are dangerous, a nui-
sance and cause damage 
to crops and the environ-
ment. 

Italy to cull infected pigs

Pig culling in Italy on detection of African swine 
fever. Photo: Kenneth Schipper-Vera

AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited butchers’ pro-
gram has launched a 
new value-add range 
of recipes for retail 
butchers. 

The resource – high-
lighting value options 
and easy to cook recipes 
– is available free to all 
on porkbutchers.com.au

The range was de-
veloped by superstar 
butcher Bec Gamble to 
be quick and easy in the 
workroom with cost-ef-
fective ingredients that 
can be reused in-store 
by butchers. 

Bec worked with the 
APL team to create 
recipes that can help 
increase the gross 
profit margins for retail 
butchers. 

The focus for the 
range was to create 

product offers that help 
customers unfamiliar 
with cooking pork to 
have a straightforward 
way of incorporating it 
into their weekly shop.

APL market research 
indicates that young 
families – the future 
proof of butchers’ busi-
ness – are still not fa-
miliar with cooking 
pork, beyond the classic 
roasts and pork chops. 

This is due to changes 
in living and eating 
habits, where roasts and 
chops may no longer be 
week-night dinner sta-
ples. 

To engage this con-
sumer, pork needs to be 
both inspiring and con-
venient. 

The pork value-added 
product – such as the 
parmigiana braciole 
from the new range – 

is a twist of fun with 
pop culture but a quick 
and easy dinner the con-
sumer can pop into the 
oven.

It is becoming in-
creasingly obvious that 
financial pressures will 
affect consumer behav-
iour when shopping for 
groceries this year.

APL research shows 
some consumers are 
still willing to pay extra 
for convenience and 
inspiration, as they see 
value in an easy solu-
tion. 

The new recipes com-
plement the free point-
of-sale kits available 
to butchers, as well as 
a range of other free 
resources, all on pork 
butchers.com.au 
Jack Nicholl
APL Marketing Ad-
ministrator

New value-add recipe range

http://porknews.com.au/
https://polytex.net.au/
https://www.porkbutchers.com.au/
https://www.porkbutchers.com.au/
https://www.porkbutchers.com.au/


Australian Pork Newspaper, July 2022 – Page 19www.porknews.com.au

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
rose.mcfarlane@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Rose McFarlane
Territory Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0478 314 237
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
kitty.wong@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Kitty Wong
Marketing Manager

RUSSELL WATERS 
Sales Manager 
P:  0437 115 876  
E:  russell@maxumanimal.com 
Laverton North, VIC 3026 
maxumanimal.com 

PIGLET MILK REPLACER STOCKFEED POWDERS

MILK POWDERS 
CUSTOM BLENDS CONTRACT PACKING

Avril Grieve  0438 352 443
Tim Fulton  0431 075 972
Matthew Meggison 0477 387 392
Branko Karaconji DVM 0448 055 159
John Reeves  0412 264 497

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T:1800 814 883   F: 02 8876 0444   W: www.zoetis.com.au

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493 
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Meg Donahoo
Senior Account Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 480 499
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
andres.ardila@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Dr. Andres Ardila
Technical Services Veterinarian

www.feedworks.com.au

  Doug PearsonDavid Cadogan
P +61 409 049 793    P +61 408 735 185 
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au     E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au 

 Office 
P +61 3 5429 2411

Stuart Wilkinson  
P +61 414 487 882
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au 

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmontpastoralco@outlook.com

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0407 537 476
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
william.coombs@boehringer-ingelheim.com

William Coombs
Territory Manager

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia

NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

Ton Hovers
Sales Manager Australia & New Zealand

Animal Nutrition

BASF Australia Ltd.

Level 12, 28 Freshwater Place
Southbank, VIC 3006

Mobile +61 407 410 222
ton.hovers@basf.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0417 730 434
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
gavin.davies@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Gavin Davies
National Sales Manager – Swine / Vet Specialty

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry  
with tarpaulin  
• Shelter covers  
• Blinds • Liners  
• Thermal Covers

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 052 401  
Email: info@polytex.net.au    
www.polytex.net.au

www.porknews.com.au

Advertise your 
business card here
call 07 3286 1833

 

Life, made easier. 

For more information please contact:

WAYNE BRADSHAW : 0429 301 500
wbradshaw@jefo.com

ausinfo@jefo.com

PRECISION NUTRITION FOR PIGS

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

http://porknews.com.au/
https://www2.zoetis.com.au/
https://feedworks.com.au/
https://australiansprayfoaminsulation.com.au/
http://www.vaucluse-aps.com.au/
https://polytex.com.au
http://porknews.com.au/
https://metrowest.com.au/
https://aussiepumps.com.au/


Page 20 – Australian Pork Newspaper, July 2022 www.porknews.com.au

D A N I E L  FI S HE R
0434 468 644
KE V I N  MA R KHA M
0421 078 855
E: equipment@ifsaustralia.com.au
www.ifsaustralia.com.au

U4/9 Cardiff Court
Cavan
SA 5094

PO Box 2467 
Dry Creek 

SA 5094

I N T E N S I V E  FA R MI N G S U PPL I E S  A U S T R A L I A Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
w w w .nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO  B ox 6370 W etherill Park B C  N SW  21 64

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693

Graeme Pope 0439 066 006

QUIT EVAP AUSTRALIA
Evaporation Mitigation Technology

Peter J Chapman
0401 162 976

Email: peterchapman6@bigpond.com
www.quitevap.com.au

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)

Murray Bridge SA 5253

P  08 8531 2700
F  08 8531 2711

M  0419 559 011
E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com
W www.jacksonsaustralia.com

Aaron Hines
Sales & Production Manager

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

Jodie Driscoll
0428 247 272

Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961

Fabian Barcelo
0447 444 674

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES
Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463
M +61 417 930 536
E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 
Western Australia 6162

BioVet M: 
E:  

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

22882 Treidia B-Card Commercial Pieter.pdf   1   5/03/15   9:31 AM

Phone: (07) 4634 7344 Mobile: 0428 474 057 
Freecall: 1800 242 699

david@customvac.com.au
www.customvac.com.au

24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

David Sinclair
Operations Manager

Bulk Feed Transport and Silo Aeration

RG Campbell Advisory

Dr Roger Campbell
Director 
ABN 79626160085ABN 79626160085

roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.auroger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.au

Phone/ +61 407 774 714
linkedin.com/in/roger-campbell-95237356

PIC Australia

Clark Forbes, National Business Manager
M: 0427 909 361  E: cforbes@picaustralia.com.au

Mal Auld, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0427 086 931  E: mauld@picaustralia.com.au

Dr Pat Mitchell, Genetic Services Manager
M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au

PIC Australasia Pty Ltd, PO Box 39, Grong Grong NSW 2652
P: 02 6956 2105 F: 02 6956 2203 E: info@picaustralia.com.au

NEVER STOP IMPROVING

Garry Grant T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E  - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

General Manager

HydroInnovations.com.au

Global-Mark.com.au®

Q
ua

lit
y M

anagement . ISO 9001 

Tom Harrison 
0428 668 266
Business Manager
Sarah Jenkin 
0409 715 559 
Business Manager
Amanda Vardanega 
0427 011 579
Commercial Manager 

Forbes Corby 
0457 508 867
Key Account Manager 
(Northern)
Haylee Cli�ord 
0456 498 120
Key Account Manager 
(Southern)

1800 426 142
orders@apiam.com.au 
apiam.com.au

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151  |  aleary@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR

SUCCESS

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388  |  nlister@lallemand.com

www.porknews.com.au

Advertise your 
business card here
call 07 3286 1833

http://porknews.com.au/
http://ifsaustralia.com.au/
https://aussiepumps.com.au/
https://becfeed.com/
https://becfeed.com/
https://becfeed.com/
http://www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au/
https://treidlia.com.au/
https://myora.com.au/
https://customvac.com.au/
https://hydroinnovations.com.au
https://apiam.com.au
https://lallemandanimalnutrition.com/en/australia/
http://porknews.com.au/


Australian Pork Newspaper, July 2022 – Page 21www.porknews.com.au

n Here’s my Card n Here’s my Card n Here’s my Card

Trina Parker
Country President (ANZ)
trina.parker@kemin.com
mobile: +64 274 872 524

Stuart Court
Technical Services Manager (ANZ)

stuart.court@kemin.com
mobile: 0466 956 263

office: 02 9844 5700
kemin.com

Dan Hollingworth
General Manager

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd 
P.O. Box 1 
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale 
Victoria 3351 
Australia 

Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
Fax: +61 3 5342 8788

Mobile: +61 427 388 430
dan@minitube.com.au

www.minitube.com

www.porknews.com.au

Ben Collins
BBus DipMgt GradDipEd

Advertising & Marketing Manager

P: 07 3286 1833   M: 0439 708 602
E: ben@collins.media  PO Box 162, Wynnum QLD 4178

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Laboratory ServicesACE
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

PH  : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

S    
el    

   
el    

      
el    

  
Alltech Lienert Australia 

 ose orthy d, ose orthy, A, 

egional ales epresentatives 

A
llt

e
ch

.c
o

m
 

A
llt

e
ch

Li
en

er
t

   
el    

 S  S  
el    

  S  
el     

  S  
el    

Anke Woeckel  
Veterinarian 
Technical Advisor Swine & Poultry

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre, 
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 226 511
M 0437 010 683
F 1800 810 511
anke.woeckel@msd.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. 
®Ingelvac CircoFLEX is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0029-2021

Your trusted partner

More than 10 years of 
experience with more data 

than any comparable vaccine

When you demand 
performance, 

 turn to the product 
you trust

http://porknews.com.au/
https://www.kemin.com/ap_animal
http://www.porknews.com.au
https://www.alltech.com/
https://aussiepumps.com.au/
https://www.farmmark.com.au/


Page 22 – Australian Pork Newspaper, July 2022 www.porknews.com.au

JEFO celebrates milestones in Australia
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PIX/AMC 2022

http://porknews.com.au/


Page 24 – Australian Pork Newspaper, July 2022 www.porknews.com.au
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REWARDED?
Do you use Ingelvac CircoFLEX or Ingelvac MycoFLEX?

Great news, be rewarded for your purchases by  
signing up to the FLEX360 Loyalty Rewards Program.
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representative or visit flex360.com.au to find out more.
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