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IT is with great pleas-
ure I write to you for 
the first time as Aus-
tralian Pork Limited’s 
new CEO.

I am grateful for the 
warm welcome to APL 
I have received and 
the pork industry more 
broadly. 

I’m excited about 
meeting more produc-
ers in coming months.

Moving to APL rep-
resents a new challenge 
for me, complementing 
the skills and experi-
ences I’ve developed 
during my career. 

Certainly, my most 
recent position as Cat-
tle Council of Australia 
CEO has given me a 
solid understanding of 
producer representation 
in the livestock industry 
in the context of con-
temporary issues facing 
Australian agriculture.

Pork producers and 
processors share with 
their beef industry peers 
significant challenges 
relating to community 
expectations in terms 
of animal welfare and 
environmental sustain-
ability.

There are important 
similarities. 

Prosecuting the ethi-
cal, environmental and 
economic credentials of 
livestock production is a 
challenge no meat sec-
tor can ignore.

Pressure from anti-
meat activists, increas-
ing transparency around 
animal welfare and the 
emergence of meat-
imitation products are 
matters that unite all 
livestock producers.

As far as all Austral-
ian meat producers are 
concerned, the creden-
tials of our product are 
incredibly strong. 

Accordingly, I believe 
there’s room for Aus-
tralian pork consump-
tion to grow, even if the 

uptake of plant-based 
meat-imitation products 
also increases.

Of course, Australian 
pig producers are all too 
experienced in fighting 
to remain viable in the 
face of external com-
petition. 

Whether it is imported 
ham or meat-imitation 
sausages, the threat is 
almost identical.

We must be proactive 
in communicating our 
story: Australian pork 
is a ‘clean, green’ pure 
product, sourced from 
Australian pigs raised 
ethically by rural Aus-
tralians and creating 
jobs throughout the sup-
ply chain.

The disease-free sta-
tus of our product is 
certainly a compelling 
asset for producers and 
we must ensure bio-
security measures in 
place are robust enough 
to ensure the hard-
earned reputation is 
never compromised. 

The impact disease 
outbreaks can have 
on pig production and 
the global pork market 
shows we can never be 
complacent with respect 
to biosecurity.

At the same time, all 
the facts must be clear 
for customers to see in 
terms of chemicals used 
to manufacture the imi-
tation products, where 

the product was made 
and what countries in-
gredients were sourced 
from.

And we need to en-
sure pig industry lan-
guage like pork, bacon 
and ham continue to be 
protected legally from 
being hijacked by any 
meat-imitation or lab-
grown product.

Federal Agriculture 
Minister Bridget Mc-
Kenzie is passionate 
about accurate food la-
belling and has been a 
vocal supporter of meat 
producers in the media 
and in forums like Food 
Standards Australia 
New Zealand.

My engagement with 
Minister McKenzie 
since her appointment 
confirms her strong 
interest in fostering 
growth in primary in-
dustries like ours, and 
to work effectively 
with producers to en-
sure industry levies and 
government investment 
can achieve the best re-
search and development 
outcomes in the future.

The demands of in-
dustry research and de-
velopment programs, as 
well as industry repre-
sentation and producer 
advocacy, are chang-
ing significantly and, 
as such, our ability to 
adapt to new challenges 
is vital.

I grew up in Warren, 
NSW and that’s a major 
reason I’ve found work-
ing on behalf of farm-
ers and rural communi-
ties a driving passion 
throughout my career. 

I’ve been fortunate to 
be involved with rural 
and regional stakehold-
ers in various roles I’ve 
held with the Rural In-
dustries Research & De-
velopment Corporation, 
the CSIRO, the Univer-
sity of NSW and the 
Townsville City Coun-
cil, and I’m looking for-
ward to continuing that 
connection via APL.

Providing opportuni-
ties for rural people to 
develop professional 
skills to become indus-
try leaders is something 
I find particularly re-
warding and APL has 
an important role in up-
skilling producers from 
around Australia. 

Leadership skills 
among grass-roots pro-
ducers will be a valu-
able asset for the fu-
ture as we strengthen 
industry representation 
and tell the compelling 
stories of Australian 
pork and the wonderful 
people who produce it.

The integrity of the 
people I’ve met through-
out my career, like talk-
ing face-to-face with a 
producer on-farm, is ab-
solutely compelling. 

I’m a keen learner 
and know there’s plenty 
about this industry I’ll 
need to expand my un-
derstanding of as I settle 
into the CEO role. 

With this in mind, I 
know there’s no substi-
tute for getting out of 
the office and seeing 
our supply chains, so 
I’m looking forward to 
getting some first-hand 
insights into Australian 
pork in coming months. 

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE CEO

Adapting to new challenges

Dr Kate Plush (middle row, third from right) used her 2017 award to complete 
the Australian Rural Leadership Foundation’s TRAIL: Emerging Leaders Program. 
Photo: ARLP

THE Batterham Memo-
rial Award is a prestig-
ious award conferred 
and supported by the 
Australasian Pig Science 
Association in memory 
of the late Dr Ted Bat-
terham, an internation-
ally respected researcher 
who made major contri-
butions to pig science in 
Australia and around the 
world.

Ted was a world-leading 
and respected scientist in 
the area of amino acid nu-
trition and played a signifi-
cant role in mentoring the 
next generation of pig sci-
entists over three decades.  

Since Ted’s passing in 
1994, the APSA Com-
mittee has presented the 
award to 12 deserving 
recipients who have each 
used the prize to broaden 
their exposure to national 
or international pig sci-
ence and further their pro-
fessional development.

The 2017 recipient Dr 
Kate Plush, manager of 
Science, Technology and 
Adoption at SunPork 
Solutions, completed her 
PhD in 2014 and has a 
strong background in ap-
plied R&D.  

Kate used her award to 
complete the Australian 
Rural Leadership Founda-

tion’s TRAIL: Emerging 
Leaders Program.  

She is grateful for the 
opportunity in that it 
transformed the way 
she now thinks and acts 
across all aspects of her 
scientific career.  

She is more confident in 
setting strategic plans into 
motion and is not afraid 
to have the inevitable ‘dif-
ficult conversation’, mak-
ing her a more confident 
and effective scientist and 
manager.

Scientists in the pig in-
dustry are encouraged 
to nominate for the 2019 
Batterham Memorial 
Award. 

They should articulate 
how they’ve delivered re-
search outcomes to the 

Australasian pig industry 
and be able to demon-
strate successful contri-
butions through publica-
tions, collaboration and 
innovation in pig research 
and development.

To be eligible, nominees 
must be within 10 years 
of graduation at under-
graduate level or within 
five years of completing 
Masters/PhD studies, or 
be a current postgraduate 
student.  

Nominees must also be a 
current financial member 
of APSA, be working in 
the pig industry or a relat-
ed field and have not won 
the Batterham Memorial 
Award previously.

Nominations shall in-
clude an outline of the 
nominee’s contribution 
to pig science, how they 
would use the $5000 cash 
prize, their CV and a let-
ter of nomination.  

The full list of criteria 
and how to apply can 
be found at apsa.asn.au/
Awards/BatterhamAward.
aspx

Nominations open Au-
gust 12 and close Septem-
ber 30, 2019.  

The winner will be an-
nounced at the conference 
dinner on Monday, No-
vember 18, 2019. 

Calling for nominations for the 
2019 Batterham Memorial Award

www.stockyardindustries.com
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THE first Australian 
Agriculture Immersive 
Technology Conference 
was recently held at the 
Melbourne Convention 
and Exhibition Centre. 

This conference was or-
ganised by Meat & Live-
stock Australia and sup-
ported by the 15 Rural 
Research Development 
Corporations who also fa-
cilitated themed presenta-
tion sessions. 

The conference high-
lighted the emerging im-
portance of digital tech-
nology to the sector and 
featured augmented real-
ity, virtual reality and 
technological innovation 
across many different 
sectors of the economy 
and how this informa-
tion may be applied to 
agriculture. 

The line-up of speakers 
included representations 
from Virtual Method, 
Think Digital, Austral-
ian Eggs, Forest Learn-
ing, IBM, Microsoft, DXC 
technology, Hitachi, Saab, 
Australian Wool Innova-
tion and KPMG.

Themes included engag-
ing with consumers in 
retail, marketing and the 
consumer, education and 
training, manufacturing 
operations, engineering 
maintenance and safety 
on farm agtech.

Many of the speakers 
also had trade displays 
which demonstrated their 
technologies and capabili-
ties as well as provided 
delegates to have in-depth 
discussions with these 
companies. 

Key benefits included:
• Education and training 

applications, particularly 
in remote localities and 
where biosecurity proto-
cols are in place;

• The ability to use 
light-weight wearable and 
handsfree technologies 
to relay technical prob-
lems and receive remote 
assistance virtually, for 
example animal health 
assistance, technical and 
machinery maintenance;

• The ability of technol-
ogies to conduct design 
reviews and enter con-
fined spaces virtually to 
record issues or relay en-
gineering issues;

• Potential auto-haul 
technologies;

• Use of apps as por-
tals to augmented reality 
– examples demonstrat-
ed involved the use of a 

mobile phone camera to 
scan a code on packaged 
product which provided 
consumers with informa-
tion about the product. 
This information can be 
regularly changed with-
out modifying packaging 
which present opportuni-
ties to convey provenance 
information about Aus-
tralian pork; and

• 360-degree farm tours/
immersive experiences 
using virtual or aug-
mented reality headsets to 
showcase industry while 
reducing biosecurity risks 
associated with bringing 
visitors on-farm.

We are following up on 
the contacts made at this 
conference to better under-
stand how these types of 
technologies could be ap-
plied to deliver added value 
to industry through new 
and novel applications. 
R&I welcomes Vaibhav 
Gole

I am pleased to advise 
that Dr Vaibhav Gole has 
been appointed to the role 
of Manager, Integrity Sys-
tems and Capability with 
the Research and Innova-
tion Division and com-
mences with us on Mon-
day, August 5. 

His role includes the 
management of APL’s 
R&D investments in food 
safety, traceability and 
eating quality and he will 
also oversee our technol-
ogy adoption and capabil-
ity programs. 

Vaibhav comes to us 
from Rivalea (Australia) 
Pty Ltd where he has 
been the Microbiological 
Laboratory Manager for 
the past three and a half 
years. 

He is a Veterinary Sci-
ence graduate with a 
Master’s degree in animal 
biotechnology and com-
pleted his PhD in micro-
biology (food safety) from 
the School of Animal 
and Veterinary Sciences 
at The University of Ad-

elaide in June 2014. 
We look forward to wel-

coming Vaibhav to Aus-
tralian Pork Limited and 
to his ongoing contribu-
tions to the Australian 
pork industry.
Wrapping up the Zero 
Zinc Conference, Co-
penhagen

By 2022, the use of high 
levels of zinc oxide for the 
therapeutic treatment and 
prevention of diarrhoea 
in weaner pigs will be 
banned in the EU.  

The ban is due to the 
negative effect ZnO has 
on the environment. 

Therefore, the EU is cur-
rently seeking alternatives 
to ZnO without having 
to increase antibiotic us-
age to keep their pigs free 
from diarrhoea. 

With this deadline loom-
ing, the Danish Pig Re-
search Centre organised 
and convened the Zero 
Zinc Conference, held in 
Copenhagen on June 17 
and 18. 

Whilst there are no 
moves currently to ban 
the use of ZnO in Aus-
tralia, it is important for 
the Australian pig in-
dustry to keep abreast of 
the alternatives in order 
to be prepared if a ban 
does eventuate in order 
to manage post-weaning 
diarrhoea in our pigs in 
the most effective and sus-
tainable manner. 

The Summit brought 
together researchers, nu-
tritionists, consultants, in-
dustry representatives and 
key stakeholders from the 
international pig industry- 
with most of the world 
represented. 

The event was sold out 
with over 450 participants 
and a further 50 on the 
waiting list to attend.

This highlights how 
much of an issue pro-
duction without ZnO is 
to global pig production 
worldwide. 

At the end of the two-

day event, the answer to 
the replacement of ZnO 
was clear - there is no 
single product proven to 
be able to replace ZnO 
effectively. 

Rather, production man-
agement strategies for the 
whole herd are required to 
tackle this issue. 

The opening presenta-
tion, given by Hanne 
Damgaard (Aarhus Uni-
versity) and Jürgen Zentek 
(Freie Universität Berlin), 
focused on the ‘mode of 
action of high levels of 
zinc oxide and alternative 
zinc sources’. 

This talk provided good 
context and understanding 
of the importance of zinc, 
outlined briefly below:

• Zinc is mainly ab-
sorbed in the first part of 
the small intestine, with 
physiological demand 
increased in young, fast-
growing animals.

• A zinc deficiency will 
lead to a decrease in feed 
intake, growth check, an 
outbreak of diarrhoea, 
increased intestinal zinc 
loss, reduced zinc levels 
in the blood and in some 
cases skin lesions.

• A decrease in feed in-
take affects energy intake. 
This leads to insufficient 
dietary zinc intake. Suf-
ficient daily zinc intake 
is often met through the 
inclusion of high levels of 
ZnO in the feed. 

Dr Alfons Jansmen from 
Wageningen Livestock 
Research, presented an 
interesting discussion on 
‘Altering feed composi-
tion as alternatives to 
ZnO and to reduce post 
weaning diarrhoea’, where 
he outlined that feed in-
take was the key to the 
relationship between gut 
barrier function and the 
risk factor for diarrhoea 
development in the newly 
weaned animal. 

He stated that good 
preparation for weaning 
begins with the stimula-
tion of the young animal’s 
gut (via effective creep 
feeding) while they are 
still on the sow. 

Multiple options were 
suggested for diet optimi-
sation, including:

• Pre-weaning feeding 
(shaping the microbiota 
and gut development);

• Selection of protein 
sources (focusing on di-
gestibility and function-
ality);

• Optimisation of di-

etary protein level and 
amino acid profile;

• Selection of processed 
starch source;

• Inclusion of selected 
feed additives (organic 
acids, enzymes, pre- and 
probiotics); and

• Diet formulation, 
structure and palatability.

Dr Jansmen highlighted 
that an increase of protein 
in the gut results in an in-
crease in fermentation and 
a subsequent reduction of 
microbiota. 

He made the following 
suggestions when consid-
ering protein selection for 
the weaner diet;

• Try to reduce to the 
selection of enzymatically 
non digestible proteins as 
they are a fermentation 
risk in the distal gastroin-
testinal tract;

• Sources with a high 
crude protein content are 
highly digestible (such as 
whey protein, soya con-
centrate, potato protein 
and fishmeal) should be 
selected;

• Low levels of anti-nu-
tritional factors allowing 
good intake and digestion; 
and 

• There needs to be a 
balanced amino acid pro-
file.

Dr Jansmen concluded 
his presentation by stating 
weaning is a very critical 
period in the life of a pig 
in relation to the function-
al development of the gut. 

The sensitivity for gut 
health problems will not 
only affect short-term 
performance, it may im-
pact on performance later 
in life as well. 

Niels Jørgen Kjeld-
sen (SEGES) presented 
results from an experi-
mental study using 6800 
weaners. 

This study led to SEG-
ES changing their recom-
mendation to limit protein 
level inclusion to 17.5 per-
cent in both phase one and 
two weaner diets. 

The study found the 
treatment of pigs on low 
protein diets for diarrhoea 
was reduced by 25 percent 
compared to diets that did 
not include ZnO. 

Multiple speakers men-
tioned the value of clini-
cal testing to define the 
cause of post-weaning di-
arrhoea when present in 
the herd. 

Though this sounds like 
simple advice, outcomes 07 3286 1833

porknews.com.au

Pig Industry
Calendar of Events

2019 

AUG 11 - 14 – The International 
Conference on Boar Semen 
Preservation, Hunter Valley, NSW 
www.boarsemen2019.com

AUG 25 - 28 – Asian Pig Veterinary 
Society Congress, Buscan, South 
Korea www.apvs2019.com/invit.html

AUG 26 - 29 – SafePork Conference, 
Berlin, Germany www.safepork-
conference.com

SEP 21 - OCT 1 – Royal Melbourne 
Show, Melbourne Showgrounds VIC 
royalshow.com.au

OCT 19 - 21 – Leman China Swine 
Conference, Zhengzhou, China www.
vetmed.umn.edu/news-events/leman-
china-swine-conference

NOV 13 - 15 –2019 Pig Welfare 
Symposium, Minneapolis, US www.pork.
org/events/pig-welfare-symposium

NOV 17 - 20 – Australasian Pig Science 
Association Conference, Adelaide, SA  
www.apsa.asn.au

NOV 27-29 –  Fatty Pig Conference, 
Okinawa Prefecture Gender Equality 
Centre, Okinawa, Japan www.
pig333.com/calendar/5th-fatty-pig-
conference-2087

© Collins Media Pty Ltd – Contents may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission from the publisher. It is the responsibility of 
advertisers to ensure the correctness of their claims and statements. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the publisher.

How to supply event details: Send all 
details to Australian Pork Newspaper, 
PO Box 387, Cleveland, Qld 4163, 
call 07 3286 1833 fax: 07 3821 2637, 
email: ben@porknews.com.au

GRAIN AND PROTEIN

Peter Lutterschmidt
AGCO Grain and Protein
Mobile: +61 429 653 315
615-645 Somerville Road
Sunshine West, Victoria, 3020

EDGE® BIN SCALE

SMART FEED MONITORING IN REAL TIME

The EDGE bin scale controller combined with 
PRECISION™ load cells offer extensive feed 
management control with the highest level of 
accuracy.

Emerging applications of digital technology

by HEATHER CHANNON
Research and Innovation

General Manager

☛ continued P4

http://www.automatedproduction.com/


Australian Pork Newspaper, August 2019 – Page 3www.porknews.com.au

august specials
Members pricing

supportive
easy

members only

www.apiamdirect.com.au
T&C’s: Prices include GST. Available to Apiam Direct members only. Orders must be placed online. Offer provided by  

 Country Vet Wholesaling and Chris Richards & Associates. We reserve the right to modify the duration  

  of the promotion. Offer not currently available to residence or businesses located in Western Australia.

NOT A MEMBER?

Sign-up today to take  

advantage of member only  

specials and promotions.

DIRECT

vaccinators

needles

tattoo gear

hygiene

markersequipmenthusbandry

Terminator  
Disinfectant

20 Litre

$302.50

Pig Paddle

$14.29

Pig Paddle

$14.29

Blitz Captive 
Bolt Activators

50 Pack - Various Sizes

$49.50

Blitz Captive Bolt 
Slaughter Device

$251.90

Gloves 
Vinyl or Latex

Box 100

$6.05

Teeth 
Clippers

$10.89

Laundry Powder
10kg

$46.75

Ideal Aluminium 
Hub Needles

Box 100 - All Sizes

$14.85

Pig Paint
500ml 

Blue | Green | Red

Pork Chalk  
Marker Sticks

$1.09

KetchemTattoo 
Symbols (each)

$5.78

vaccines

Neovac Vaccine
100ml

$286.72

Porcine Parvac  
Vaccine

100ml

$140.91

Flexivac Tubing

$5.05

Globes PsECOvacLE 
Vaccine

500ml

Ideal D3 
Detectable 

Needles
Box 100 - Various Sizes

Splayleg Stop
20 Pack

$37.73

Obstetrical 
Lubricant (Troy)

5 Litre

$20.57

Feron 200 + B12 
Injectable

100ml

$10.95

Stainless Steel  
Needles

12 pack - Various Sizes

$7.15

Ideal Polyhub 
Needles

Box 100 - All sizes

$4.95

Ketchem 
Tattoo Striker

$38.50

Primatech Bottle 
Mount Vaccinators

1ml, 2ml & 6ml

$27.50

Primatech 
Draw Off Vaccinators

 
variable dose

$27.50

Stalosan F
15kg

$40.59

feed additive

Engain 20 Premix
10kg

$478.50

Porky Play 
Enrichment Toys

$16.39

other species

Equest Plus  
Tape Gel  

Horse Wormer

$25.54

Bravecto Chew 
Dog Parasitic

All Sizes

$50.25

4

w
c

5

Vets Choice 
Pour On  

Cattle Drench
10 Litre

$418.00

Chloromide 
Wound Spray

500ml

$12.82

$375.60 $44.00 $6.16 $4.35

www.apiamdirect.com.au
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I WAS honoured to be 
one of a few friends and 
business colleagues to 
take centre stage as part 
of a roasting panel at 
the retirement dinner for 
D’Orsogna managing di-
rector Brad Thomason at 
Crown Towers Perth on 
Friday, June 26.

They say every picture 
tells a story, so I’ll leave 
the many ‘crackling roast’ 
stories to your imagina-
tion and the pictures on 
this page to give you a lit-
tle taste of the night.

Needless to say, it was a 
great send-off for Brad af-
ter 19 years at the helm of 
D’Orsogna and a lifetime 
in the meat and small-
goods business.

With more than 100 
people from overseas, in-
terstate and Brad’s home-
town of Perth assembled 
for a gala dinner, it was a 
worthy tribute to someone 
who has given so much to 
so many for so long.

I’ve had the professional 
privilege of working in PR 

with Brad for more than 
30 years during his time 
heading up George Weston 
Foods Meat & Dairy Divi-
sion and D’Orsogna and it’s 
always been challenging, 

Emerging applications 
of digital technology
from several studies 
have suggested differ-
ent interventions may 
be required, other than 
including ZnO in wean-
er diets, to best manage 
the causal agent of diar-
rhoea. 

The importance of 
having motivated, well-
trained staff to manage 
the herd appropriately 
was raised by many 
speakers. 

The ability of having 
stock people recognise 
early signs of post 
weaning diarrhoea is 
highly underrated – 
particularly when we 
know early interven-

tion results in better 
outcomes. 

APL is currently in-
vestigating in the area 
of alternatives to an-
timicrobials, such as 
ZnO, to help manage 
post-weaning diar-
rhoea. 

Assoc Prof Eugeni 
Roura from the Univer-
sity of Queensland is 
conducting a research 
project that aims to re-
duce the quantity of un-
digested feed available 
for bacterial fermenta-
tion in the hindgut in 
weaner pigs through the 
inclusion of bitter com-
pounds in the diet. 

In previous studies, 
Eugeni found certain 

bitter compounds slow 
the intestinal passage 
rate, allowing for more 
complete digestion of 
food and absorption of 
nutrients. 

It is hoped the in-
clusion of bitter com-
pounds in weaner diets 
will reduce the risk 
of diarrhoea in wean-
ers and thus the use of 
antimicrobials while 
improving growth per-
formance and feed ef-
ficiency.  

For further informa-
tion on items discussed 
in this article, please 
contact me on 0423 056 
045 or heather.chan 
non@australianpork.
com.au 

☛ from P2

Great tasting feed that 
sows KRAVE

Feed intake is critical to sows and litter performance, particularly during 
lactation where inadequate intake can lead to poor litter weights and sows 
in poor condition at weaning. 

KRAVE® has been developed to specifically stimulate appetite and feed 
intake during lactation to overcome the challenges to productivity and profit 
associated with inadequate sow feed intake. Increase sow feed intake by up 
to 1kg per sow, per day and increase weaner weight. Better acceptance of 
your feed means healthy productive animals and profitable farmers.

Visit becfeedsolutions.com.au for more information on KRAVE®
or call 1300 884 593

 
At challenging times such as heat stress, diet changes and   

weaning, sow appetite can be reduced.

®

Pork roast was 
Brad Thomason’s 
crowning glory

Greig Smith is now D’Orsogna managing director.

Cant Comment 
by 

BRENDON CANT

Brad Thomason was rather chuffed at all the attention at his farewell dinner at Crown Towers Perth after 19 
years as managing director at D’Orsogna and a lifetime in the meat and smallgoods industries.

☛ continued P5

www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
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GRAIN & PROTEIN

AP are ALL for PIGS. 

AP proudly offer the largest range of innovative pork 
production equipment in the world. 

FEEDING              CLIMATE CONTROL              BIOSECURITY              PVC PROFILES 

For over 25 years, AP has proudly manufactured the largest product line of reliable and efficient 
solutions for all pork production operations. With AGCO finance options available and local parts 
and services in Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth, enhance your operation today with some of the  
best equipment on the market. Contact Peter Lutterschmidt on 0429 653 315 to find out more.

web: automatedproduction.com 
email: GSIANZproteinsales@agcocorp.com

never boring, sometimes 
amusing and even a little 
frustrating at times.

While a natural born 
leader and with the out-
ward appearance and 
sometimes manner of a 
‘tough nut’, Brad has not 
only a soft side, once you 
can find it, but, most im-
portantly, he has always 
had honesty, integrity and 
goodwill at the forefront 

of everything he does, in 
his business life and his 
personal life.

I wish him well in his 
future endeavours. 

I know he’s accept-
ed a Board position at 
D’Orsogna and may con-
sider other offers.

I wish him well in his re-
tirement, albeit he’s never 
been the retiring type, so 
he’ll have some work to 
do. 

Corey and Adrian Neira (D’Orsogna category analyst), 
Loreta D’Orsogna-Valentini, Paul Butcher (D’Orsogna 
marketing manager) and Gabi Oldmeadow watched 
the guest magician work his magic.

Brad’s long-time PA Colleen Bassula with Neil and 
Barbara Reid.

The author (second from right) captured the attention 
of D’Orsogna chairman Tony Iannello (left) and others 
at pre-dinner drinks.

Pork roast was 
Brad Thomason’s 
crowning glory

Son Kim and wife Norma happily put a lot of work into 
Brad’s retirement dinner, noting that he deserved a big 
send-off after he’d put in a lot of work over a lifetime.

Lola and Rob Wilson. 

D’Orsogna senior business manager Franceso Taranto and 
D’Orsogna Board member Ian Thubron.

Brad Thomason and business colleague Jorg Reimer, who flew out 
from Germany for Brad’s retirement dinner.

Brad is very proud of his children Nicole (second left) and Kim (second 
right), pictured here with their partners and Brad’s granddaughters.

☛ from P4

http://www.automatedproduction.com/
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THE Australian Pork 
Limited delegate elec-
tions are now open. 

If you haven’t renewed 
or applied for APL 
membership yet, do it 
soon so you can vote for 
your delegate. 

Alternatively, if you’re 
interested in represent-
ing your fellow pig 
producers at industry 
events, consider becom-
ing an APL delegate 
yourself.

Delegates play an im-
portant role in assisting 
APL to better meet the 
needs of members and 
the broader industry. 

All APL producer 
members are entitled 
to nominate and vote 
for an APL delegate to 
represent their interests 
more directly to APL. 

Delegates are appoint-
ed for three-year terms 
to represent members’ 
interests at APL general 
meetings and other in-
dustry events, such as 
the biannual Delegates’ 
Forums, where dele-
gates can provide input 
into and find out about 
APL strategies and ac-
tivities.

Delegates form a vital 
conduit for the two-way 

exchange of informa-
tion between APL and 
the industry and have 
a responsibility to their 
producer voters to be 
diligent in representing 
them in industry mat-
ters.

A delegate is a ‘natural 
person’, meaning they 
are appointed in their 
own right as an indi-
vidual, not because of 
any organisational or 
representational role. 

Delegates do not have 
to be members or direc-
tors of APL.

To become a delegate, 
you must be nominated 
by one or more APL 
members who have 
in aggregate paid an 
amount of pig slaughter 
levy as recorded in the 
APL membership reg-
ister equal to or greater 
than the ‘delegate levy 
amount’ determined for 
each election – in this 
case $460,880.

If you’re interested in 
becoming an APL del-
egate, complete and sub-
mit the Consent to Act 
as Delegate form, avail-
able from australian 
pork.com.au/members 
or via the PigPass Portal 
at pigpass.com.au

APL encourages all 
potential candidates to 
submit their forms as 
soon as possible to al-
low producers sufficient 
time to consider voting 
for them.

Candidates for election 
at the date of writing 
include (in alphabetical 

surname order):
• Tracy Anderson
• Edwina Beveridge
• Russell Bishop
• Laurie Brosnan
• Ken Cameron
• Matt Cartwright
• Jorge Chorrez
• Cherie Collins
• Darryl D’Souza
• Tristan Donaldson
• Richard Evison
• Neil Ferguson
• Rod Hamann
• Karen Henwood
• Mick Hewat
• Ian Hill
• David Hodgson
• Peter Howard
• Andrew Johnson
• Marcus Jones
• Tim Kingma
• Rob Martyn
• Mark McKenzie
• Mark McLean
• Paul O’Leary
• David Plant
• Ean Pollard
• Nathan Sandral
• Aaron Scheid
• Kenton Shaw
• Rob Smits
• Matt Starick
• Paul Taylor
• Robert Van Barneveld
• Darren Wilson
• David Wright.
More details about 

these candidates, includ-
ing their biographies, 
are available in the Pig-
Pass Portal.

To view the progress 
of the delegate elec-
tions in real time, log 
into the PigPass Portal 
and click on the Voting 
Progress link to see who 
has been nominated and 
how close they are to the 

delegate levy amount – 
including whether they 
have already been ap-
pointed. 

From the PigPass Por-
tal, you can also renew 
or apply for membership 
via the Membership Sta-
tus section, complete a 
Consent to Act as Del-
egate form, and vote for 
your chosen delegate. 

When voting for your 
delegate, you are in ef-
fect allocating votes 
equal to your entire levy 
amount to that candi-
date. 

Voting via the PigPass 
Portal helps ensure your 
levy vote allocation is 
directed to the nominee 
of your choice and not 
reallocated to a differ-
ent nominee in the case 
where your first choice 
is already appointed.

If you prefer not to use 
the PigPass portal for 
membership renewal/
application and delegate 
voting, you can instead 
download the relevant 
forms from australian
pork.com.au/members 
or request a copy by 
calling APL on 1800 
789 099.

Please note, voting 
closes on September 2, 
2019.

For more information, 
visit australianpork.
com.au/members or 
contact the APL Mem-
bership Team at mem 
bers@australianpork.
com.au or 1800 798 099. 

Represent the Australian pork 
industry as an APL delegate 
■ Voting closes on September 2, 2019

IF we track the gradual 
spread of African swine 
fever over the past 10 
years in Europe, de-
spite best efforts made 
by farmers and govern-
ments to prevent it reach-
ing their domestic pig 
herds, these measures 
have generally failed.

Interestingly, the chal-
lenges faced in Europe 
have been somewhat 
different to those now 
emerging in Asia. 

In Europe, a large popu-
lation of wild pigs made 
the task of limiting the 
spread of the disease 
through official move-
ment restrictions all but 
redundant. 

The proposals to build 
perimeter fences that 
stretched hundreds of 
kilometres have also been 
seen as being mostly fu-
tile attempts at preventing 
the disease moving across 
borders.

The spread of the dis-
ease in Asia appears to be 
different. 

Asia has very little left 
of its wild pig population 
but from north to south, 
an approximate 580 mil-
lion pigs can be found on 
Asian farms. 

Pig farming in Asia 
remains predominantly 
practised by smallholder 
farms and this has been 
the principal cause attrib-
uted to the rapid spread 
of ASF. 

A lack of understanding 
of basic biosecurity con-
cepts and continued swill 
feeding practices have all 
but guaranteed ASF was 
going to develop differ-
ently in Asia. 

In parts of Asia, panic 
set in, with both animal 
health authorities and pig 
farmers congregating reg-
ularly to find out about the 
latest developments and 
measures taken, which 
has undoubtedly led to a 
faster spread of the dis-
ease. 

Farmers inadvertently 
carrying the disease on 
their shoes and clothing 
back to their farms fuelled 
a faster proliferation of 
the virulent disease. 
Australian industry 
fears 

Much has been said in 
Australia about the inevi-
tability of ASF reaching 
our shores. 

Over the past few 
months, Australia’s De-
partment of Agriculture 
and Water Resources has 
stepped up its biosecurity 
screening and teamed up 
with the Australian Ani-
mal Health Laboratory 
to test for the presence 
of ASF in pork products 
seized at border entry 
points. 

Alarmingly, the results 
of confiscated pork prod-
ucts during two rounds 
of testing showed Afri-
can swine virus DNA was 
present in 46 of the inter-
cepted products. 

In the past six months 
alone, Australian authori-
ties have confiscated 17 

tonnes of pork products 
from air passengers and 
two tonnes in the mail.

All of which was being 
brought into the country 
in contravention of cus-
toms regulations. 

With over 9.2 million 
visitors entering Australia 
every year, the chances of 
ASF entering Australia’s 
pig herd are very high. 

What is of concern is 
Australia, like many parts 
of Europe, has a large 
wild pig population. 

Some estimates put the 
number of feral pigs at 
between eight and 10 mil-
lion. 

As such, once the dis-
ease has entered, control-
ling its spread in Australia 
could prove to be chal-
lenging and a repeat of the 
difficulties encountered in 
Europe. 

Australia also farms 
many of its pigs through 
free range systems, which 
inherently increase the 
risk of the spread of dis-
ease and could facilitate 
the movement of ASF 
between states and ter-
ritories.
What can be done?

While Australia’s ani-
mal health authorities and 
the industry continue to 
be proactive in preventing 
the entry and spread of 
this disease, the pig farm-
ing community can ready 
itself by taking steps to 
mitigate the risk. 

Biosecurity measures 
should be assessed and 
updated. 

Simple things such as in-
creased levels of disinfec-
tion of people and vehi-
cles entering and leaving 
farms should be adopted. 

Farm workers who re-
turn from overseas should 
be quarantined and moni-
tored. 

An inexpensive bio-
security risk audit is rec-
ommended to help farms 
ascertain if their current 
disease prevention sys-
tems are adequate. 
Protecting your busi-
ness

Several insurance prod-
ucts are specifically de-
signed to protect pig 
growers, their animals 
and businesses. 

Livestock Mortality is 
perhaps the most common 
of the insurance protec-
tions available. 

This insurance covers 
the cost of production in 
case a pig dies from dis-
ease or other events. 

Receiving a payment 
for the costs incurred in 
breeding and rearing a pig 
can help a business re-
stock quickly.

This compensation does 
not provide protection for 
the entire financial loss to 
the business.

Livestock Business Con-
tinuity and Loss of Profits 
is a customised coverage 
to help livestock growers 
protect their farms and 
businesses against the fi-
nancial impact, additional 
costs and loss of profits 
following the outbreak of 

a serious disease. 
In the event of a disease 

outbreak in or outside the 
farm, a business can ex-
pect to experience some 
form of interruption and 
impact to its bottom line. 

• If it is external, animal 
health authorities are like-
ly to impose movement 
bans and restrictions, 
preventing business trade 
from taking place and put-
ting the farm under finan-
cial stress to cover costs 
such as additional feed 
expenses, ongoing general 
overheads and loss of rev-
enue as pigs are unable to 
be sent for processing. In 
some cases, it is also pos-
sible pigs held for longer 
periods may gain weight 
and exceed local market 
requirements, resulting in 
animals having to be sold 
at below price or, worst 
case scenario, unable to 
be sold because of over-
supply once the movement 
ban has been lifted. 

• If the disease has en-
tered the farm, animal 
health authorities would 
be expected to step in and 
enforce slaughter orders. 
Though compensation 
will be made available 
from the government, it 
is unlikely to provide the 
protection required to 
cover a business for its 
full loss of profits, ad-
ditional expenses it has 
incurred (carcass removal 
and disinfection) and in 
some instances the costs 
of keeping the farm op-
erational while it restocks 
and restarts. Keeping 
farm staff employed, hav-
ing the ability to continue 
paying fixed costs (rent, 
insurance, maintenance 
and service) and other 
critical expense items 
such as loan repayments 
are crucial to allowing a 
business to get back on its 
feet as quickly as possible.
Providing coverage for 
Australia’s pig produc-
ers

Lockton Australia be-
lieves some of these in-
surance solutions need 
to be made more read-
ily available to Australia’s 
pig famers. 

In many cases, the pro-
cess to secure coverage 
is simple and the policies 
inexpensive. 

For many years Lock-
ton has been advising and 
taking care of the insur-
ance needs for some of 
the largest pig breeding 
businesses in the region 
and through our experi-
ence we have developed a 
unique understanding of 
the issues and needs of the 
pig farming industry. 

To register your inter-
est and hear more about 
the insurance cover you 
can access to protect your 
farm and business, send 
us an SMS with the head-
ing ‘ASFprotect’ on 0410 
549 520 and we will be in 
touch with you right away.

Act now to protect your 
farm and business while 
coverage remains avail-
able. 

What you need to know 
to protect your business 
from African swine fever

www.aussiepumps.com.au
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AS we move further into 
the new financial year, 
we are facing quite a few 
potential changes in both 
the global and local meat 
markets. 

The combination of the 
drought and low pig pric-
es is likely to cause less 
beef, lamb and pork to be 
available than last year.

On the global front, the 
decline of pig numbers as 
a result of African swine 
fever is likely to drive 
up global prices and it is 
possible to conceive the 
Australian pork premium 
versus global pork prices 
may decline.

However, in the world 
of the consumer, some 
things change a lot slower. 

Minced meat and sau-
sages are still a core in-
gredient for many of the 
most popular meals in the 
country.  

In addition, prices at re-
tail for both beef mince 
and beef sausages have 
moved upwards over the 

past six months.  
From a consumer per-

spective, pork is now bet-
ter value and pork mince 
and sausages are just as 
good and some might 
even argue better tasting.

With this in mind, the 
‘Get Some Pork On Your 
Fork’ ads will continue 
to air every month un-
til Christmas, highlight-
ing pork’s versatility and 
value for money. 

Protection and Profit
from START to FINISH

Porcilis®  PCV
Long-term PCV2 immunity for performance and profit

 A single vaccination (2 mL) to pigs from 3 weeks of age*
 Rapid onset of immunity with long-term protection
 Reduces viral load and shedding
 Reduces mortality*
 Reduces weight loss*
 Increases average daily weight gain*

*  During the fattening period. Refer to registered product label for full claim details.  
Refer to Technical brochure for details of trial data.

Intervet Australia Pty Limited trading as MSD Animal Health  ABN 79 008 467 034 

Toll free 1800 033 461  www.msd-animal-health.com.au
Amanda Vardanega 0427 011 579

AU/POK/0715/0015(2)

®

Classic bangers and mash.Pork and avocado black bean smash tacos.

Pork sausage and button mushroom stroganoff.

Pork and cranberry burgers.

Pan roasted pork chops with apple beans and red 
onion.

Going for the everyday

Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON

General Manager Marketing

www.msd-animal-health.com.au
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IT is clear the Australian 
pork supply chain is high-
ly sensitised to what may 
occur during an African 
swine fever incursion. 

This concern enables a 
focus on preparations – 
including governments 
working out how they may 
manage an ASF incur-
sion, producers working 
through how an incursion 
may affect their business 
(whether disease has been 
identified on their farm 
or not) and the input and 
output supply chains. 

It’s fair to say that this 
has created much uncer-
tainty and speculation 
about what the gaps are 
and whose role it is to ad-
dress them. 

A good description of 
what happens in an incur-
sion is that we’re all on a 
bus – and government is 
the driver. 

There are a lot of people 
across the industry sitting 
on that bus looking at the 
chasm in the road coming 
up fast. 

Australian Pork Limited 
may be the navigator try-
ing to work through gaps 
such as business continu-
ity, response plans and 
others. 

This all feels like chaos, 
even though the frame-
work to manage the re-
sponse does exist. 

This framework is con-
tained in the series of 
documents known as the 

AusVetPlans found on 
Animal Health Australia’s 
website animalhealthaus-
tralia.com.au, which de-
tails how governments 
and industry work togeth-
er during an incursion and 
their respective roles and 
responsibilities. 

A lot of preparation has 
already been done (much 
of this is generic) or is 
underway. 

State governments are 
currently drafting their 
ASF response plans, a 
plan for tracing pigs, sur-
veillance plans and so on. 

The response plan is a key 
document with the purpose 
of showing the proposed 
response is technically 
sound, whether eradication 
or containment is possible 
and the estimated costs of 
doing this. 

It will be pre-filled 
where information is 
known and must be com-

pleted within a few hours 
of a positive test. 

It covers:
• Status report on the 

suspected disease, for ex-
ample location, species, 
clinical situation, labora-
tory diagnosis, results of 
tracing and surveillance, 
numbers of susceptible 
species nearby, actions 
taken to date and the fea-
sibility of eradication;

• Proposed response ac-
tivities such as quarantine 
arrangements and move-
ment controls, stamping 
out, decontamination and 
farm clean up procedures, 
restocking, diagnosis, 
surveillance and tracing, 
zoning, situation reports, 
management of feral pigs, 
proof of freedom proto-
cols and animal welfare;

• Indicative budget;
• Public relations;
• Local and state control 

centres;

• Additional research 
and information needs;

• Accounting proce-
dures; and

• Monitoring.
The response plan deter-

mines how much money 
is required to combat the 
incursion (including those 
costs which are repaid to 
government from produc-
ers via a specific slaughter 
levy). 

It must be approved by 
the National Management 
Group (comprised of min-
isters, chairs of affected 
industries and the chair 
of an unaffected or inde-
pendent industry). 

The response plan will 
be updated as the incur-
sion event unfolds. 

During a disease incur-
sion, events and circum-
stances change hourly, 
daily and weekly. 

As a result, governments 
require some flexibility in 
how they will manage an 
incursion. 

They have the capac-
ity to call on resources, 
including the armed ser-
vices to assist. 

This occurred during the 
north Queensland floods 
earlier in the year when 
Army specialists assisted 
in developing plans on how 
to deal with the animals 
that did not survive. 

Their role was to come 
up with the burial plan, 
which was then put in 
place by local and state 

government officials.  
The role of Governments 

is to ensure the arrange-
ments are in order to con-
trol and to stamp out any 
exotic disease incursion.

As I see it, APL’s role 
is ascertaining what gaps 
there are in these arrange-
ments, particularly those 
that fall outside the remit 
of governments. 

As previously advised, 
business continuity plan-
ning for producers is one 
of these, along with iden-
tifying any research needs 
e.g. can the kangaroo soft 
tick play a role in trans-
mitting ASF to feral pigs?

In addition to research 
needs, APL is:

• Reviewing draft ASF 
response, surveillance and 
tracing plans currently be-
ing drafted by state gov-
ernments;

• Providing input into 
the review of Australia’s 
priority animal diseases;

• Providing input into 
the review of the ASF 
AusVetPlan manual;

• Ensuring the industry’s 
liaisons, specialists, vets 
and decision makers are 
sufficient and are trained;

• Along with state farm-
ing organisations, work-
ing with state govern-
ments to test their prepar-
edness arrangements;

• Continuing to commu-
nicate with producers on 
the disease arrangements 
through several channels; 
and

• Talking to feral pig 
hunters to seek their sup-
port in surveillance of fe-
ral pigs, taking samples 
for testing for disease and 
tick identification, and 
their co-operation not to 
move pigs to new regions 
for hunting purposes.

It is imperative produc-
ers and pork supply chain 
partners understand how 
any exotic disease incur-
sion will impact their 
businesses. 

For a producer, the ex-
tent of this will depend 
on whether their pigs 
have the disease, whether 
they are in a control or 
restricted zone (where 
pigs cannot be moved, or 
pigs and feed received), 
and whether a pig, pork 
and pork products stand-
still occurs and for how 
long. 

Even if you are fortu-
nate not to have these 
apply, Australia’s export 
markets will close, there 
will be domestic market 
impacts and subsequently 
the prices for your pigs 
are likely to change as a 
result of oversupply and 
undersupply. 

It is essential you think 
about these impacts and 
develop continuity plans 
so that your business can 
get through a disease in-
cursion. 

APL is currently review-
ing a checklist business 
continuity plan and will 
shortly make this avail-
able to producers.

ASF is a hunting mech-
anism for holes in bio-
security. 

It is essential you con-
tinue to review your farm 
biosecurity plans. 

Even if ASF does not 
get to Australia, it is im-
perative your piggery’s 
biosecurity has no holes 
– this includes reviewing 
of people, pig and vehi-
cle movements, perimeter 
fencing and inanimate 
things including boots, 
clothing, trucks, cars, 
phones, pens and food.

Anything that has access 
to your farm and your pigs 
is a risk you need to man-
age. 

Live yeast for sows and piglets

Microscopic yeast,

LEVUCELL SB improves sows’ digestive comfort and stimulates feed intake during 

lactation, even under heat stress conditions. Sows fed LEVUCELL SB quickly 

establish lactation and better use their body reserves, which, in turn, helps enhance 

the growth and survival rate of litters at weaning.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION    SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS
T: (07) 5451 0125 | E: LAN-Aus@lallemand.com 

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

Kym 0439 066 054 
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Luke 0439 066 006 
luke@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill 0499 009 293 
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutio

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 00

For all your livestock needs

Provides high quality products,

Delivered on time,

At competitive pricing,

Supported by the best

available technical service in

animal and livestock nutrition.

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

What is the role of industry now and in an ASF incursion?

Point of View
by DEB KERR

General Manager Policy

https://lallemandanimalnutrition.com/en/australia/
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Premium 23 week protection  
for your investment against PCV

© 2018 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved. Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425.  
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard Rhodes, NSW 2138. www.zoetis.com.au ZL0906 MM-03342.

Stay one step ahead of  
porcine circovirus (PCV)
Fostera® PCV MetaStim® is a newly developed and uniquely 
formulated PCV vaccine with 23 weeks duration of immunity. 
Fostera® PCV MetaStim® can be administered as a one 2mL 
shot or two by 1mL shots, at a two week interval from three 
weeks of age, giving you the choice of the best regime to  
suit your farm’s needs.

To learn more about Fostera® and MetaStim®  
visit us at zoetis.com.au or call 1800 814 883.

www.zoetis.com.au
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www.primegro.com.au
Results are based on typical progeny growth performance 
achieved using Primegro Genetics grown under a high health 
environment and fed using the Rivalea Nutritional Program.

Protect yourself from the 
financial impact of large 
scale disease outbreaks
Lockton has developed an insurance policy very 
different to your traditional animal mortality policy. 
It provides protection in case your farm is affected, 
directly or indirectly, by a natural peril or an exotic 
disease outbreak, such as African Swine Fever.  
The policy covers your loss of profits, loss of animals 
and the additional costs that you may incur, during 
and after the loss.

The policy is simple to understand, customised to 
your individual needs, cost effective and ensures you 
are back up and running as quickly as possible.

We are facing one of  the 
most devastating pig 
diseases in history.

For more information please contact :

Stephane Baldanoff
M 0429 887 590

E stephane.baldanoff@au.lockton.com

Graham Turville-Ince
M 0410 549 520

E graham.turville-ince@au.lockton.com

www.locktonaustralia.com.au

Shirley Turner, Kevin Duff, John Coward, Deb Kerr, Jonathan Lee and Allison 
Crook at the recent African swine fever workshop in Toowoomba.

B I O S E C U R I T Y 
Queensland recently 
hosted a workshop fo-
cused on African swine 
fever preparedness to en-
sure Queensland is well 
equipped to respond in 
the event of ASF reach-
ing our shores.

Australia is in the fa-
vourable position of being 
free from ASF, however 
recent incidents in East-
ern Europe and Asia are 
a reminder it can spread 
quickly.

Around 50 people at-
tended the workshop in-
cluding pork industry 
representatives, pig pro-
ducers, abattoir opera-
tors, nutritionists and feed 
companies.

Topics discussed at the 
event included the dis-
ease, the risk to Australia, 
the response in place un-
der the AUSVETPLAN, 
surveillance, destruction 
and disposal and diagnos-
tic testing.

Australian Pork Lim-
ited General Manager of 
Policy Deb Kerr delivered 
a presentation on the in-
dustry perspective of the 
Emergency Animal Dis-
ease Response Agreement 
and also talked about live-
stock movement arrange-
ments.

Biosecurity Queensland 
veterinarian Sandy Adsett 
co-ordinated the meeting 
and said ASF would dev-
astate Queensland’s pork 
industry.

“ASF is highly conta-
gious and up to 100 per-
cent of affected pigs may 
die as a result,” Sandy 
said.

“The workshop brought 
key people together to dis-
cuss what would actually 
happen in Queensland in 
an ASF emergency re-
sponse and it was great to 
see this level of collabora-
tion from government and 
industry.

“A big thankyou to Sara 

Willis from Agri-Science 
Queensland for helping 
co-ordinate the workshop 
and ensuring it was a suc-
cess.”

Dr Allison Crook, Chief 
Veterinary Officer and 
General Manager of Ani-
mal Biosecurity and Wel-
fare attended the work-
shop.

“ASF is an emerging 
threat and it’s important 
Queensland is well pre-
pared to respond to emer-
gency animal diseases 
such as this,” Allison said.

“Measures are in place 
at a federal level to pro-
tect Australia from ASF, 

including not importing 
fresh pork, but if there 
was an ASF incident in 
Australia a rapid, co-or-
dinated response would 
be key. 

“That’s why prepared-
ness activities like this 
one are so important.”

Future preparedness 
plans include holding an 
on-farm emergency ani-
mal disease exercise fo-
cused on ASF. 

Biosecurity Queensland 
has also formed an ASF 
Working Group to en-
sure ASF preparedness in 
Queensland. 

African swine fever workshop 
prepares Queensland producers

How times have changed.

Biosecurity Queensland Principal Veterinary Officer 
Jonathan Lee

Deb Kerr, Jonathan Lee and Allison Crook engaged 
with attendees.

www.locktonaustralia.com.au
www.primegro.com.au
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Mycofix®
Proven protection 
… throughout the entire production cycle.

® is the solution for 
mycotoxin risk management.

EU Authorised*
*  Regulation No 1115/2014, No 1016/2013 & 
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Naturally ahead

African swine fever workshop prepares Queensland producers

Deb was kept busy answering many questions from 
attendees.

Biosecurity Queensland’s Kevin Duff.

APL GM Policy Deb Kerr and Queensland Government 
CVO Allison Crook provided a wealth of information.

Transmission pathways of ASF.Ferel pigs will eat almost anything.

https://www.biomin.net/en/home/
www.hydroinnovations.com.au
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Mark these dates
in your calendar

The Australasian Pig Science Association 
is pleased to announce that

the 2019 APSA Biennial Conference 
will be held at the 

Hilton
Adelaide, SA, Australia

from 
17th to 20th November 2019.

17th - 20th November 2019

Australasian Pig Science Association (Inc)

Hilton 
Adelaide, Australia

17th - 20th November 2019

APSA 2019
17TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

Visit the website for more details
www.apsa.asn.au

Registrations
Open Now

Registration Prices
Early bird ends 

1st September 2019

REGISTRATION TYPE
Full Registration 825.00 995.00

Day Registration 455.00 455.00

Full Registration 1325.00

Day Registration 555.00 555.00

Student APSA Member Full Registration 380.00 380.00

FullEarly Bird

1025.00

APSA Member

Non-Member

DURING the 1970s 
a disease was recog-
nised in growing pigs 
which caused the cells 
of the pigs’ gut, par-
ticularly those of the 
small intestine (ileum), 
to multiply abnormally 
and produce thicken-
ing and inflammation 
of the small intestine 
(ileitis). 

The micro-organism (a 
campylobacter-like bac-
teria) detected also ap-
peared to be in involved 
in a syndrome in breed-
ing gilts which pro-
duced massive bleeding 
into the small intestine. 

The disease, then 
poorly understood, had 
several names: campy-
lobacter, ileitis, porcine 
haemorrhagic enteritis 
and proliferative enteri-
tis were all used.  

Through work by 
Australian veterinarian 
Steve McOrist in Edin-

burgh in the 1990s, the 
causal organism (lawso-
nia intracellularis) was 
grown in a laboratory 
and the disease repro-
duced. 

Until 2000 the disease 
was kept under control 
by adding antimicrobi-
als to pig diets.

Every so often, veteri-
narians recommended 
removing the antimicro-
bials. 

However, because the 
bug was still present on 
farms and the antimi-
crobials often prevented 
the pigs from catching 
the disease and develop-
ing any immunity, when 
the medication was tak-
en out of the feed the 
pigs got sick.  

They showed all the 
typical signs such as re-
duced growth rate and 
increased deaths.

This was expensive. 
Every 1 percent in-

crease in death rate per 
week costs a farm about 
$3 per pig in weekly 
inventory.

If the herd growth rate 
is reduced by 10g per 
day this can cost an ex-
tra $1.50 per pig pro-
duced. 

It’s understandable 
that producers and their 
veterinarians were nerv-
ous about this disease 
and used continuous 
in-feed antimicrobial 
medications for control.

Following McOrist’s 
work, laboratory tests 
were developed.  

These could detect 
whether pigs had been 
exposed to the bacteria. 

Only then could man-
agement of the disease 
be modified.  

Instead of using an-
timicrobials in all the 
grower rations continu-
ously, medication at low 
doses could be given to 
specific age groups of 
pigs. 

Adding the antibiotic 
at a low level to the 
feed allowed the pigs to 
become exposed to the 
bacteria but prevented 
the signs of the disease. 

Veterinarians could 
take blood samples 
from the growing pigs 
at about 14 weeks of 
age to check the pigs 
had developed an im-
munity, so finisher pigs 
could then be safely left 

unmedicated. 
If there was a fail-

ure during the process 
of controlled exposure, 
then emergency antibi-
otic could be given via 
the water supply.

This method of manag-
ing the bacteria and using 
the blood test has meant 
farms have been able to 
reduce their use of in-
feed antimicrobials by as 
much as 85 percent.  

No two farms are the 
same and solutions need 
to be tailor made but 
there are many exam-
ples that show how re-
ducing antimicrobial 
use can be done safely.

In the early 2000s, a 
vaccine became avail-
able.  

It contained a live 
form of the bacteria that 
did not cause the dis-
ease.  

This vaccine was giv-
en by mouth or in water. 

It worked very well to 
the point that some high 
health status herds were 
able to remove antimi-
crobials from the wean-
er feed. 

Though some damage 
to the pigs’ intestines 
was noticed at slaughter 
inspections from time to 
time, this was fixed by 
making sure the vaccine 
was administered cor-
rectly on farm. 

An injectable lawso-
nia vaccine is available 
internationally and its 
arrival in Australia is 
eagerly anticipated. 
Ross Cutler

As little as possible, as much as necessary – lab tests 
help reduce medication to control ileitis by 85 percent

REDUCING antimi-
crobial use is a pivotal 
part of the global plan 
against microbial resist-
ance in both human and 
animal pathogens. 

When it comes to on-
farm decisions for treat-
ment, human factors are 
as important as technical 
ones. 

Prior experience and 
risk avoidance have a ma-
jor influence on decisions 
about treatment. 

There is extensive 
knowledge available to 
substantially prevent, 
reduce and control the 
burden of many animal 
diseases without the use 
of antimicrobials in pro-
duction animals – the 
battleground is in consist-
ently and effectively im-
plementing the necessary 
management changes.

In practice, however, 
these behavioural chang-
es are difficult to accom-
plish. 

The reasons are com-
plex and differ from per-
son to person. 

Insights into enabling or 
inhibiting factors can be 
helpful for policy mak-
ers, advisers and others, 
which will ultimately 
help support veterinari-
ans and farmers in adopt-
ing new behaviours.

The adoption of pru-
dent antimicrobial use 

principles thus requires 
a change in attitudes for 
both veterinarians and 
farmers. 

It is widely believed 
the role of veterinarians 
should change from re-
active and curative an-
timicrobial prescribers 
towards a more proactive 
role as animal health con-
sultants for farmers with-
out relying on prescribing 
antimicrobials. 

Farmers should ideally 
depart from relying on 
using antimicrobials as 
a management tool to-
wards a more proactive 
approach that prevents 
animal diseases and uses 
antimicrobials only as a 
last resort. 

To successfully imple-
ment change, individuals 
need support tailored to 
their situation.  

A person’s beliefs are 
related to attitudes, per-
ceived norms of others 
and self-efficacy. 

Understanding people’s 
beliefs can be useful in 
designing specific strate-
gies to support people to 
adopt new behaviours. 

Once an intention for 
a certain behaviour is 
established, it needs to 
progress into action and 
should be sustained over 
time to have a lasting im-
pact. 

Here, external factors 

come into play – factors 
an individual often has 
limited control over. 

A person’s skills, 
knowledge and environ-
ment can facilitate or 
restrict the performance 
of an actual behaviour 
through resources, tools, 
education, subsidies, reg-
ulations, organisational 
constraints, fines and so 
on. 

Veterinarians increas-
ingly advise farmers on 
specific management 
measures aimed at pre-
venting animal diseases 
and reducing antimicro-
bial use, but uncertain-
ty regarding the (cost) 
effectiveness of these 
measures often hampers 
implementation of the 
recommendations. 

Also, conflicting rec-
ommendations from 
different farm advisors 
(including other veteri-
narians) can be a major 
obstacle for implement-
ing veterinary advice. 

Personal (bad or good) 
experience with specific 
antimicrobial use prac-
tices or management 
changes has been found 
to greatly influence the 
attitudes of farmers and 
veterinarians –especially 
when exploring new man-
agement or antimicrobial 
use routines.  

Governments can in-

troduce regulations and 
fines to induce behaviour 
changes, but these might 
also introduce unfore-
seen and unwanted side 
effects (illegal use prac-
tices, animal welfare is-
sues) and require signifi-
cant inspection capacity, 
something Australia will 
likely try to avoid. 

Governments can also 
support veterinarians and 
farmers to engage in vol-
untary behaviour changes 
by means of provisions, 
education and social 
pressure. 

The Dutch approach 
in the past decade has 
shown a combination of 
policy – setting strict re-
duction targets for anti-
microbial use – and sup-
portive instruments can 
have a huge effect on the 
level of antimicrobial use 
in farm animals. 

Public pressure has also 
been a major driver in 
several countries to re-
duce the use of antimi-
crobials in farm animals. 

It can serve as an ac-
celerator for further ac-
tion through marketing 
programs.  

Already chickens 
reared antibiotic free are 
appearing in Coles in 
Australia and in Canada 
‘No Antibiotic Ever’ pork 
dominates the shelves of 
some supermarkets. 

Reducing antimicrobial use in animals 
is important but not always easy to do

Campylobacter

www.apsa.asn.au
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Protection of your pigs to slaughter
Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae protection with extra capacity 

for mixing with Ingelvac CircoFLEX® for PCVAD protection

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. FLEXCombo® 
is a registered trademark of the Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH – used under licence. All rights reserved. AUS/FCB-181008

THE Australian Govern-
ment has delivered on 
its election commitment 
to protect the privacy of 
Australian farmers and 
primary producers by in-
troducing legislation to 
protect them from the 
unlawful actions of ani-
mal activists.

The Criminal Code 
Amendment (Agricultural 
Protection) Bill 2019 in-
troduces new offences for 
the incitement of trespass, 
property damage or theft 
on agricultural land.

Attorney-General Chris-
tian Porter said incidents 
of trespass by animal ac-
tivists, such as those we 
saw earlier this year, have 
impacted on Australian 
farmers and their busi-
nesses, prompting this 

stronger action to deter 
those who incite this be-
haviour.  

“There must be con-
sequences for this unac-
ceptable behaviour,” the 
Attorney-General said.

“Farmers should not be 
subjected to the illegal in-
vasion of their property 
and privacy.

“The Bill introduces se-
rious criminal penalties to 
ensure farmers and their 
families are protected, 
with offenders facing up 
to five years’ imprison-
ment. 

“The Bill includes ex-
emptions for journalists 
and whistle-blowers who 
expose instances of ani-
mal cruelty.”

The Bill also covers 
other private agricultural 

businesses such as fishers 
and foresters.

Minister for Agriculture 
Bridget McKenzie said 
the Bill sends a clear mes-
sage to animal activists 
that if you use the per-
sonal information of our 
family farmers to incite 
trespass then you will be 
risking jail, once the Bill 
passes. 

The government has al-
so called on the state and 
territory governments to 
increase penalties to de-
ter animal rights activists 
from trespass.

“These laws are nec-
essary to protect farm-
ers and their businesses 
– most of them small 
family businesses – from 
potential trespass, prop-
erty damage, theft and 

biosecurity breaches, and 
the substantial loss of in-
come that could follow,” 
the Minister said.

“These new laws build 
on other actions taken by 
the Morrison Government 
to protect farmers and 
their families, including 
prescribing Aussie Farms 
under the Privacy Act, 
meaning the organisation 
could face fines of up to 
$2.1 million for breaches 
of the Act.

“The Federal Govern-
ment is committed to sup-
porting Australian farm-
ers, their families and 
their businesses and this 
Bill delivers on that com-
mitment to this critically 
important part of our 
economy – our $60 billion 
agriculture industry.” 

Australian Government 
delivers to protect farmers

IMPROVING the safe-
ty around wastewater 
pumping can have a sig-
nificant effect on mo-
rale, but also the bottom 
line, according to en-
gineered pump supplier 
Hydro Innovations. 

By mounting pumps on 
the surface (instead of 
in the wastewater pit), 
operators can access the 
equipment for monitor-
ing or maintenance with-
out opening wet well 
safety covers, eliminat-
ing the risk of personnel 
falling into the pit.

The asset owners see 
the effects on the bottom 
line for the entire life of 
the asset. 

A surface-mounted 
pump does not need a 
crane to access pumps, 
so the associated costs of 
crane operation/use are 
minimised or eliminated. 

Only one operator is 
needed to safely access 
and maintain a self-prim-
ing surface-mounted 
pump, producing labour 
cost savings for the life 

of the installation. 
One operator can ad-

just pump clearances on 
a Gorman-Rupp self-
priming pump in min-
utes, keeping the pump 
at its peak operating ef-
ficiency for the life of the 
installation – providing a 
substantial energy saving 
for the life of the asset.

Gorman-Rupp T and V 
series pumps also come 
with a range of built-in 
safety features to pro-
tect operators and the 
pump, enabling reliable, 
dependable and safer 
pumping of even the 
most demanding waste-
water pumping applica-
tions. 

These pumps are heav-
ily used by animal pro-
cess plants around the 
country and by business-
es that value investing 
in safety, reliability and 
quality.

More information about 
these pumps can be ob-
tained from Hydro Inno-
vations at info@hydroin 
novations.com.au 

Improving pump 
safety can add to 
the bottom line

INGELVAC Myco-
FLEX provides proven 
safety, efficacy and rap-
id onset of long-lasting 
immunity against my-
coplasma hyopneumo-
niae with a single dose.

Most swine produc-
ing areas are affected 
by M. hyo, which causes 
chronic respiratory dis-
ease in pigs. 

The infection decreas-
es performance and 
increases the need for 
medical intervention, 

resulting in financial 
loss to farmers.

Vaccinating pregnant 
and lactating sows with 
Ingelvac MycoFLEX 
helps decrease verti-
cal transmission of the 
disease to susceptible 
piglets.
Whole-herd protection 
from M. hyo infection 
with Ingelvac Myco-
FLEX

Farmers have been 
able to vaccinate their 
pregnant and lactating 

sows with Ingelvac Cir-
coFLEX, the world’s 
most widely used PCV2 
vaccine, since 2017. 

Now, with the new in-
dication, Ingelvac My-
coFLEX can be freshly 
mixed with Ingelvac Cir-
coFLEX to form FLEX-
combo for pregnant and 
lactating sows.

For more information 
on how Ingelvac Myco-
FLEX could help you en-
sure whole herd protec-
tion from M. hyo, please 
contact your veterinarian 
or Boehringer Ingelheim 
Animal Health Territory 
Manager. 

www.boehr inger-in
gel hei m.com. au /a n i
mal-health 

Protect your whole herd with 
Ingelvac MycoFLEX – now indicated 
in pregnant and lactating sows 

https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com.au/animal-health/australia/pigs-au
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THE Aussie Pumps 
team is ready for this 
season of field days 
across the country, with 
a clear recognition wa-
ter security is the big-
gest single issue.

The company launched 
its Drought Buster pro-
gram late last year, de-
signed to introduce 
farmers to more efficient 
ways of moving water at 
all levels.  

The self-priming cen-
trifugal pump range 
was fast tracked into a 
program to offer farm-
ers reduced prices for 
diesel-drive pumps with 
extended payment terms.  

High-pressure self-
priming centrifugal 
pumps provide huge fuel 
savings.

Aussie Pumps’ formula 
was simple. 

The company intro-
duced big 3” and 4” 
portable Kubota diesel 
engine powered pumps 
marketed under the 
Drought Buster program.

The pumps come in 
heavy-duty galvanised 

steel frames. 
Most have electric 

start as standard and can 
move water at rates of up 
to 2600l/pm. 

The big Drought Buster 
pumps are even offered 
on 90-day payment terms 
through qualified Aus-
sie Pump dealers called 
‘Buy Now Pay Later’.

It’s just another way 
Aussie Pumps recognis-
es the plight of farm-
ers and at the same time 
acknowledges the huge 
debt the country has to 
the agriculture sector. 

Farmers have helped the 
company develop what is 
the most advanced range 
of self-priming centrifu-
gal portable pumps in 
the world.

The big pumps will be 
on display at field days 
around the country as 
part of this year’s pro-
gram.
Water security the key

With people like Alan 
Jones, Barnaby Joyce, 
Twiggy Forest and many 
more supporting the 
cause, the drought af-
fecting a huge percent-
age of Australia’s farm-
ing community cannot 
be ignored.

Aussie Pumps’ Brad 
Farrugia said, “We can 
do our bit by allowing 
farmers to move water 
the most efficient way 
possible and at the low-
est cost.”

“We can also continue 
to promote the idea farm-
ers should demand an 
infrastructure program 
to build dams that will 
harvest the water from 
where it is and move it to 
where it should be.”
New pressure cleaners 
released 

Aussie Pumps’ listens 
to farmers and acknowl-
edges the huge feedback 
it gets from attending 
field days both directly 
and through its distribu-
tor network.

“Our distributors are a 
terrific pipeline of feed-
back about applications 
and requirements,” Far-
rugia said.  

“For example, we didn’t 
realise piggeries face re-
al problems with clear-
ing blocked drains and 
are doing it the hard way.

“Using a 4000 or 
5000psi Aussie Cobra 
drain cleaner, drains can 
be cleared promptly, re-
ducing the risk of disease 
within the piggery.”  

The machine can also 
be used as a very ef-
fective and time-saving 
pressure cleaner for rou-
tine maintenance wash-
down at the piggery.

The same principle ap-
plies to feedlots, chicken 
farms and even for ma-
chinery wash-down ap-
plications.
New Scuds hit market 

The new Scud pressure 
cleaners from Aussie 
Pumps will be displayed 
at field days around the 
country.

The machines feature 
the OH&S friendly Scud 
design with the frames 
now made from stainless 
steel, a major upgrade 
from the old hot-dipped 
galvanised versions of 
the past. 

The stainless steel 
frames are not only aes-
thetically pleasing but 
eliminate rust issues.

The machines are built 
to last and should be 
sized for the job to make 
sure the customer gets 
the right product the first 
time around.

“We’ll be giving in-
struction sheets out on 
pressure cleaner applica-
tion just to make sure 
farmers get the best ad-
vice and are not saddled 
with buying a machine 
too small for the job,” 
Farrugia said.

Aussie Pumps’ was 
founded only 25 years 
ago. 

It has grown from 
strength to strength and 
exports its products all 
around the world.

Watch out for Aussie 
Pumps’ products at field 
days around the country 
and get a taste of the 
huge advantages provid-
ed by this innovative and 
customer-focused Aus-
tralian company.

For more information 
on Aussie Pumps’ range 
of products, visit aussie-
pumps.com.au or contact 
Aussie Pumps’ distribu-
tors throughout Austral-
ia. 

Your partners in intensive animal production

Animal Health Products

Pest Control 

Farm Biosecurity Products 

Tailored Sanitation Programs

 Supplements

Fast service delivery

Proudly supporting the 
Australian pig industry 
for over 40 years.

Customer Service & Orders

1300 791 009 
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Field day season – 
water is the issue

THE Doug Ross Over-
seas Travel and Study 
Award provides a pro-
fessional development 
and education experi-
ence for young veteri-
narians who have dem-
onstrated an interest in 
pig production.  

Candidates for selec-
tion will be Australian 
citizens working in Aus-
tralia in the final year of 
their veterinary degree 
course or having gradu-
ated within the past five 
years. 

They will have dem-
onstrated an interest in 
pig production through 
working on pig farms, 
extra mural experience 
with pig veterinary 
practitioners, complet-
ing a research project or 
a university assignment 
on pigs or currently 
working in a profession-
al environment where 
they see pigs. 

They may even be em-
ployed in another branch 
of veterinary medicine 
but are interested in 
finding out more about 
pig practice and having 
a closer look.

For further informa-
tion about the award, 
contact Ross Cutler at 
rossscu@gmail.com or 
03 5255 5614 before 
September 30.  

Application forms are 
available from Rachael 
Bryant at rachael.bry 
ant@aust ra l ianpork.
com.au

The deadline for sub-
missions is September 
30, 2019.

The award winner for 
2017-18 was Charles 
Sturt University vet-
erinary graduate Molly 
Dunstan (pictured), who 
completed her degree in 
2018.  

Molly worked on pig 
farms in South Aus-
tralia as a student and 
after graduation started 
work with Dr Barry 
Lloyd in Gawler, South 
Australia. 

As a student, she as-
sisted Ross Cutler who 
was lecturing at the 
CSU vet school at the 
time, with tutorials in-
volving students in dis-
cussions about pig pro-
duction.

For her award, Molly 

attended the Allen D. 
Leman Swine Confer-
ence in pig health in 
Minneapolis-Saint Paul, 
Minnesota. 

Her report to Australi-
an Pork Limited reflect-
ed new learning about 
gilt selection based, in 
part, on a minimum 
birth weight standard of 
1.1kg. 

“The Leman confer-
ence is an annual in-
ternational meeting for 
the global pig industry,” 
Molly said.

“It presents the latest 
on disease diagnostics, 
biosecurity and produc-
tion. 

“A highlight for me 
was the session on sow 
lifetime productivity. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed 
my time at the Leman 
conference and the 
chance to network with 
some fantastic leaders 
in pig health and pro-
duction.”

Molly’s report also 
showed an acute aware-
ness of developments in 
truck biosecurity, some-
thing of keen interest 
to Australia given the 

threat of African swine 
fever and the spread of 
the disease in China as-
sociated, among other 
things, with poor trans-
port biosecurity.

The award provides 
an economy airfare 
from Australia to an 
international conference 
venue, registration fees 
and accommodation 
and living expenses for 
the period of the meet-
ing.  

The total value of the 
award is around $6000. 

Candidates may put 
forward their own travel 
proposals and the selec-
tion panel will consider 
these on their merits. 

The award enables 
veterinarians who are 
interested in a career 
in the pig industry and 
food animal production 
to significantly improve 
their skills and build 
contacts that will stand 
them in great stead for 
their future career.  

The award is support-
ed by funds set aside 
from the Australian 
Pork Corporation and 
Pig Research and De-
velopment Corporation 
at the time of the forma-
tion of APL, a dona-
tion from the Australian 
International Pig Veteri-
nary Society 2000 or-
ganising committee and 
a donation from Intervet 
Pty Ltd (now MSD Ani-
mal Health).

The Doug Ross Over-
seas Travel and Study 
Award recognises the 
contribution of the late 
Doug Ross (1947-2000) 
to the Australian pig in-
dustry.  

Doug was a veterinari-
an who was passionately 
involved in the pig in-
dustry and was a mentor 
for many people in the 
industry, including sev-
eral veterinarians. 

Doug Ross Overseas Travel 
Award 2019: call for applications

Aussie Pumps’ dealer support team will hit the road at field day shows.

2017-18 Doug Ross Overseas Travel and Study Award winner Molly 
Dunstan at the Allen D. Leman Swine Conference in Minneapolis-Saint Paul, 
Minnesota. Photo: Dr Bernie Gleeson

www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au
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Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
andres.ardila@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Dr. Andres Ardila
Technical Services Veterinarian

www.feedworks.com.au

Stuart Wilkinson
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

M 0414 487 882
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia  

www.feedworks.com.au

David Cadogan
B.Ag.Sci, MRurSc, PhD.
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

M 0409 049 793
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia  

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my CardHere’s my Card

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alex Turney

Managing Director - Australia and New Zealand

M: +61. (0)419 005 511 

E: aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemand.com

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmontpastoralco@outlook.com
website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry  
with tarpaulin  
• Shelter covers  
• Blinds • Liners  
• Thermal Covers

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 052 401  
Email: info@polytex.net.au    
www.polytex.net.au

Kate HENNE  - 0499 287 710

Darryl MEANEY - 0419 594 922

Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889

Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554

Mark OLLEY - 0437 076 615

Bruce HUNT- 0499 171 010

ERBER Biotech Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139
email: office.australia@biomin.net

www.biomin.net

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia

NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

Dr Rachel O’Higgins
BVMS MRCVS

Technical Services Veterinarian

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
P.O. Box 1 Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale Mobile: +61 414 432 790
Victoria 3351 asmith@minitube.com.au
Australia www.minitube.com.au

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Laboratory ServicesACE
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

PH  : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669
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www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5445 5914

Swine Veterinary Consultants
• Health, Production and QA Services
• Disease Eradication and   
 Repopulations
• Servicing all areas of Australia 

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

Anke Woeckel  
Veterinarian 
Technical Advisor Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 

Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113

North Ryde Post Business Centre, 

Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670

Australia
T 1800 226 511
M 0437 010 683
F 1800 810 511
anke.woeckel@merck.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

NATHAN DWYER
Key Account Manager

AusPac Ingredients Pty.Ltd.
Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340
Mobile  +61 (0) 429 127 599
Tel   +61 2  6762 7708
Fax  +61 2  6762 7709
Email  nathan@auspacingredients.com.au

Amanda Vardanega 
National Key Account Manager 
Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 

Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113

North Ryde Post Business Centre, 

Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670

Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

MICHAEL GUTIERREZ
Key Account Manager

AusPac Ingredients Pty.Ltd.
Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340
Mobile  +61 (0) 419 911 365
Tel   +61 2  6762 7708
Fax  +61 2  6762 7709
Email  michael.gutierrez@auspacingredients.com.au

RG Campbell Advisory

Dr Roger Campbell
Director 
ABN 79626160085B 96 6 60085

roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.aub ll b ll d

Phone/ +61 407 774 714
linkedin.com/in/roger-campbell-95237356

■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card Here’s my Card

Walter Osborne
GENETICS MANAGER

CEFN Genetics Pty Ltd
54 King St, Clifton, QLD 4361
Phone: 07 4697 3344
Fax: 07 4697 3532
Web: www.cefn.com.au
Email: wally@cefn.com.au
Mobile: 0457 833 621

Breeding a Better Future

Alison  Leary
0487 777 089

Fiona Selleck
0428 247 272

Fabian Barcelo
0447 444 674

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Dr. David Isaac
DVM MRCVS - ANIMAL HEALTH,
INNOVATION & RESEARCH MANAGER

M +61 400 603 483
P +617 3723 9844   F +617 3271 3080
E d.isaac@becfeed.com.au
W becfeedsolutions.com.au

Mark Connors
PhD & B. Agric. Sc
NATIONAL SALES & TECHNICAL MANAGER

M +61 477 021 188
P +617 3723 9886   F +617 3271 3080
E m.connors@becfeed.com.au
W becfeedsolutions.com.au

Craig McCann
NATIONAL KEY
RELATIONSHIP MANAGER

M +61 488 025 555
E c.mccann@becfeed.com.au
W becfeedsolutions.com.au

DEAN GUENTHER
Oceania General Manager

Office: 61 (0)7 5422 9201
mobile: 61 (0)412 853 270

fax: 61 (0)7 5422 9201
dguenther@zinpro.com

Zinpro Animal Nutrition, Inc.
PO Box 1084
Woodford QLD 4514 Australia
zinpro.com

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES

Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411  M 0409 091 678
E MYORA@MYORA.COM.AU  W MYORA.COM.AU

JEFF BRAUN
MANAGING DIRECTOR

PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411  M 0431 679 053
E TOM@MYORA.COM.AU  W MYORA.COM.AU

TOM BRAUN
GENERAL MANAGER

John Reeves  0412 264 497

Avril Grieve  0438 352 443

Tim Fulton  0431 075 972

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138

PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128

T:1800 814 883   F: 02 8876 0444   W: www.zoetis.com.au

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)

Murray Bridge SA 5253

P  08 8531 2700
F  08 8531 2711

M  0419 559 011

E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com

W www.jacksonsaustralia.com
Aaron Hines
Sales & Production Manager

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463

M +61 417 930 536

E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 

Western Australia 6162

porknews.com.au • ben@porknews.com.au

Advertise your 

business card here

call 07 3286 1833
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I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N S

Rick Carter, PhD
Technical Services Manager – Pacific

mob: 0412 888 485
mrick.carter@kemin.com

S™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

Matt Henry
Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.commatthew.henry@kemin.com

I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N
SS™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 

Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner 0499 009 293

Kate Parry 0448 340 619
2/67 Colebard St West, Acacia Ridge QLD 4110

Phone: 07 3274 6372  Mobile: 0412 934 892  Fax: 07 3277 8813
Email: luigi@farmmark.com.au

Website: www.farmmark.com.au

FarmMark Pty Ltd

Byron Mellet
Senior Technical Manager

Mobile: +61 417 252 106

Freecall: 1800 500 223
Email: byron@farmmark.com.au
Website: www.farmmark.com.au

Elanco Animal Health

Anton van Schoor 

A Division of Eli Lilly Australia Pty Limited

112 Wharf Road
West Ryde NSW 2114
Mobile: 0418 115 314
Fax: 02 9878 7720
Toll Free: 1800 226 324
Customer Service: 02 9325 4570
E-mail: vanschoor@elanco.com
www.elanco.com.au

Account Manager – Intensive
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Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

Lethbridge, Victoria

Freecall: 1800 647744

Facsimile: (03) 5281 7547

Mobile: 0400 672 418

Email: lethbridge@porkstorks.com.au

Glencoe, Queensland

Phone: (07) 4699 3011

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055

Mobile: 0400 672 418

Email: glencoe@porkstorks.com.au

ALREADY this year, 
seven Australians, in-
cluding children, have 
lost their lives in quad 
bike accidents.

Despite the horrifying 
statistic, the Government 
is stalling on implement-
ing the mandatory fitting 
of operator protection 
devices to all new quad 
bikes within two years.

Following an extensive 
inquiry, the Australian 
Competition and Con-
sumer Commission made 
the recommendation to 
Government in February 
this year.

The change is made by 
the Assistant Treasurer 
signing off on a ‘declara-
tion’ without the need 
to introduce new legisla-
tion. 

However to date, the 
Government has failed to 
take action.

National Farmers’ Fed-
eration president Fiona 
Simson said, “We are at 
a loss to understand why 
the Government won’t 
introduce this simple 
change to save lives.”

“Since 2001 more than 
230 Australians have 
died in quad bike-related 
incidents. 

“More than half of 
these deaths were a re-
sult of a quad bike rollo-
ver and crushing or as-
phyxiation, which OPDs 
prevent.

“Either the Govern-
ment doesn’t think the 

many lives lost warrant 
taking action or there are 
other factors at play,” she 
said.

The National Farmers’ 
Federation is supported 
in its call for quad bike 
safety changes by a coali-
tion of regional and rural 
Australia’s most respected 
voices including: Rural 
Doctors Association of 
Australia; Royal Flying 
Doctor Service; National 
Rural Health Alliance; 
National Rural Women’s 
Coalition; Country Wom-
en’s Association of Aus-
tralia; Australian Workers 
Union; National Centre 
for Farmer Health; Ag-
Force; NSW Farmers; 
Victorian Farmers Fed-
eration; Primary Produc-
ers South Australia and 
WAFarmers.

“During National Farm 
Safety Week, Federal 
Parliament was sitting in 
Canberra,” Ms Simson 
said.

“The Government need 
do little more than tick 
a box to see this change 
enacted.

“By not taking action, 
they may think they are 
responding to concerns 
about the supposed risks 
associated with OPDs 
and the impact on quad 
bike values.

“But these ‘concerns’ 
have been seeded by the 
manufacturers who are 
simply advancing their 
own interests. 

“Not one of the ‘ex-
cuses’ advanced by the 
manufacturers withstand 
scrutiny or trump the 
risk of death and crip-
pling injury.

“To not act on the ad-
vice of the ACCC and 
the calls from the many 
organisations speaking 

out is a slap in the face 
to rural and regional 
Australia and our most 
important asset – our 
people.

“We are calling on the 
Government to step up 
and show leadership on 
what is an issue of the 
utmost seriousness.” 

Bush voices demand Government 
leadership on quad bike safety
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 Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens.  Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

 Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au 

2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 ABN 11 003 543 548                 Mobile: 0437 431 901 

Victoria: Ben Slots  Phone: (03) 9462 4266 
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mobile: 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

•  External thermal and single 
layer blinds

• Stock drafting curtains
•  Canvacon, Landmark Tearstop 

and Titan fabrics

• Frame guard felt tape
• Thermal blankets
• Shade cloth systems
• Aluminium lock strips
• Ratchet systems and webbing

FREE onsite

measure &

consultation

Call for a 

FREE 2019 

calendar!

Eco shelter replacement  
covers and securing systems

T  1300 059 003  M  0429 574 963

E  rod@polytex.net.au  W  polytex.net.au

FROM
THIS

TO
THIS

AN engaged farming 
sector could tip the odds 
in Australia’s favour 
when it comes to meet-
ing carbon emission tar-
gets, according to new 
AgriFutures Australia-
commissioned research. 

A report released re-
cently, ‘Improving carbon 
markets to increase farm-
er participation’, carried 
out by Australian National 
University and the Mul-
lion Group, and funded 
by AgriFutures Australia, 
shows current policy and 
regulatory framework for 
carbon markets is proving 
a significant barrier.

AgriFutures Australia 
managing director John 
Harvey said the research 
addressed a knowledge 
gap and examined the op-
portunities for producers 
and barriers preventing 
their participation in car-
bon markets.

“This report indicates 
carbon markets are shap-
ing as the incentive for 
Australian farming indus-
tries to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions in a trad-
ing environment where 
CSIRO forecasts carbon 
market returns of $40 bil-
lion to the land sector by 
2050,” Mr Harvey said. 

“Reducing uptake bar-
riers for primary produc-
ers may be key to more 
consistent farmer partici-
pation in carbon offset 
markets.”

He noted the report 
pointed to low carbon 
prices and price uncer-
tainty, restrictions on the 
scope of methods, high 
transaction costs, lack of 
information and a lack of 
trust in information pro-
viders, as well as concerns 
about changes in the rules 
that govern participation 
and crediting as key issues 
reducing farmer engage-

ment in carbon markets.
Australian Pork Lim-

ited and Sugar Research 
Australia also contributed 
funding for the research 
and provided producer in-
sights surveying pig farm-
ers and the carbon service 
industry.

Results from the survey 
supported report findings 
which indicated there are 
generally low levels of 
awareness of carbon mar-
ket opportunities among 
pig producers, particular-
ly among small to medi-
um-sized farms. 

This contrasts to 100 
percent awareness among 
the largest farms (more 
than 10,000 sows).

AgriFutures Australia 
senior manager, business 
development Jennifer 
Medway said similarly the 
lack of adoption of soil 
carbon projects on sugar 
cane farms likely stems 
from lack of awareness of 
opportunities, high trans-
action costs and the small 
size of many cane farms 
reducing the viability of 
projects.

“Increased efforts to 
raise awareness of carbon 
market opportunities and 
further analysis of the 
economic returns from 
soil carbon projects could 
help reduce these barri-
ers,” Ms Medway said.

“Enhanced participation 
in carbon offset markets 
will lead the sector closer 
to the forecast $40 billion 
return.

 “It has been shown soil 
carbon projects result 
in improved soil health, 
which can lead to im-
proved agricultural pro-
ductivity. 

“Methane capture can 
provide a means for gen-
erating renewable energy 
and improving the effi-
ciency of intensive farm 

operations like piggeries.
“Communicating the 

benefits to producers and 
simplifying market instru-
ments is critical to enable 
Australia’s agriculture 
sector to capitalise on car-
bon offset opportunities 
and support Australia’s 
international commitment 
to reducing emissions.”

Mr Harvey acknow-
ledged the sector’s lead-
ership in addressing the 
carbon challenge. 

“The red meat sector re-
cently announced a bold 
target to be carbon neutral 
by 2030,” Mr Harvey said. 

“Similarly, the Nation-
al Farmers’ Federation 
is taking a progressive 
stance in setting a vision 
through its 2030 Road-
map for the whole sec-
tor to be trending towards 
carbon neutrality by 2030.

“While Rural Research 
and Development Cor-
porations and industry 
are investing heavily in 
innovative, proactive ap-
proaches to address the 
carbon challenge, there 
remains a reliance on 
public investment to fund 
instruments to deliver on-
farm carbon abatement.” 

The Australian Govern-
ment’s Emissions Reduc-
tion Fund is the nation’s 
primary carbon market 
and allows landholders to 

generate Australian car-
bon credit units or ‘carbon 
credits’ by sequestering 
carbon or reducing green-
house gas emissions. 

These credits can be 
on-sold to companies re-
quired to offset carbon-
producing projects.

Agriculture has domi-
nated ERF to date, with 
70 percent of registered 
projects relating to agri-
culture, but uptake from 
the sector is inconsistent.

“According to this study, 
most of the uptake to date 
has involved the regen-
eration or protection of 
native forests on grazing 
lands in semi-arid regions 
of Queensland, NSW and, 
to a lesser extent, Western 
Australia and South Aus-
tralia,” Mr Harvey said.

“Higher carbon prices 
may boost involvement 
but is unlikely to be a 
‘cure all’ as the research 
shows non-price factors 
are inhibiting uptake and 
require targeted policy re-
sponses.

“These include the scope 
of methods and eligible 
activities, the absence of 
cost-effective abatement 
technologies, the lack of 
awareness of carbon mar-
ket opportunities and the 
complexity and transac-
tion costs associated with 
participation.” 

Proactive farming sector key to 
Australia meeting carbon targets

www.polytex.net.au
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FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

CONTACT:

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby
Ph (07) 4662 4333

A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

PTY
LTDSOYA FEEDS

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

SFMCA 
FeedSafe 
Accredited

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal

THE Malaysian Na-
tional News Agency 
reports swine breed-
ers have been given 
two months to im-
prove biosecurity on 
their farms to prevent 
the spread of African 
swine fever.

Deputy Agriculture 
and Agro-based Indus-
try Minister Sim Tze 
Tzin announced the 
Department of Veteri-
nary Services would 
begin enforcement ac-
tivities in September to 
ensure all swine farm-
ers make the desired 

improvements to bio-
security at their facili-
ties.

The two-month 
deadline has been 
established to pro-
vide producers with 
enough time to start 
implementing new bio-
security measures. 

Among other key 
steps, producers are re-
quired to ensure farm 
perimeter fences are 
in good condition, en-
sure workers are wear-
ing clean, disinfected 
clothing when entering 
the farm facilities, and 

foot dipping stations 
are being used effec-
tively. 

Producers and staff 
are encouraged to avoid 
visiting other swine 
farms and regions with 
confirmed cases of the 
disease. 

All trucks and trans-
portation are to be dis-
infected upon entry to 
facilities.

The feeding of food 
waste to swine is now 
also prohibited, with an 
emphasis on keeping 
all pork products away 
from pigs. 

Malaysian swine breeders 
given two months to 
improve biosecurity

View the current  
 and previous editions  

of Australian Pork  
Newspaper online as a  

digital flip book.
Email editorial@porknews.com.au  
to be notified each month when the  

new publication is available.

www.porknews.com.au

REVISED policy to 
help better manage 
South Australia’s fe-
ral pig populations has 
put a renewed focus 
on landholders to take 
greater responsibility or 
face hefty fines of up 
to $100,000 or imprison-
ment for two years.

In a recent report from 
Stock Journal, Pork SA 
chair Mark McLean ex-
pressed the need for South 
Australian landowners to 
step up and take respon-
sibility for the wildlife on 
their property. 

Feral pigs, in particular, 
represent a great threat 
to livestock as vectors of 
a number of contagious 
diseases, including the 
highly virulent African 
swine fever virus. 

Wild swine species can 
also cause costly environ-
mental damage that can 
upset important ecosys-
tems.

The new policy targets 
pig farmers and land-

owners with wild pigs on 
their property: any feral 
pigs found are now to be 
destroyed, domestic pigs 
must be secured and pre-
vented from escaping and 
the release of any domes-
tic or feral pigs is pro-
hibited. 

Containment pens for 
domestic pigs can be re-
viewed by Natural Re-
sources Management of-
ficers who, if the contain-
ment facility is deemed 
inefficient, can request the 
landholder to take correc-
tive action.

The breeding and re-
lease of feral pigs is 
thought to be a possible 
contributor and McLean 
hopes the new policy will 
address this. 

“If a landholder allows 
pigs to breed for hunting, 
I would hope a $100,000 
fine was a big disincen-
tive,” he said in an inter-
view with Stock Journal.

Read the full story at 
stockjournal.com.au 

New policy targets feral 
pigs in South Australia

www.alltechlienert.com.au
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Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. Ingelvac MycoFLEX® is a registered trademark  
of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AUS/MFX-191028

For more information, please contact your  
Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Territory Manager.

Whole herd protection against Mycoplasma 
hyopneumoniae. Now for your piglets and sows. 

can now be used to 
protect your pregnant 

and lactating sows

NEW
 

USE

https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com.au/animal-health/australia/pigs-au
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