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Pork but no barrel in Canberra
weeks in this year’s calendar and buyers reducing
purchased numbers as a
result of wholesale demand
softening.
• Carcass sizes do now
seem to be returning to
more normal levels, indicating the supply chain
is catching up on the processing backlog.
• The pig production
chain does not seem to
have reacted to low prices
with any sort of shift in
production intentions – at
least up until the last production survey conducted
in June (where just under half of respondents
indicated they still had the
intention to increase their
herd size).
• Higher expected pig processing numbers from the
coming November according to the latest survey will
create a challenge to turn
around farm gate pig prices.
• While pre-cooked imports have created their
own problems, their negative price impacts may not
have been as great as first
thought; very high prices
for domestic ribs and bellies led to their own reduction in demand.

A SPECIAL forum for
delegates took place in
Canberra on August 16
due to the ongoing issues
with pig prices affecting
our industry.

Point of View
by ANDREW SPENCER CEO

• Regional differences
do exist in ex-farm gate
pig prices with perhaps
the Western Australians
being least affected, and
the Victorians the hardest
hit by lower prices.
• Supply of pigs has
clearly played a part in
the price collapse but it’s
not as simple as some imagine. Pig slaughter numbers increasing by about
3 percent year on year is
both manageable growth
and predicted but higher carcass weights have
meant the true increase
in pork volume is just
over 5 percent. Improved
sow productivity seems to
have played a greater role

than higher sow numbers
in the supply dynamics
(sow numbers increasing
per annum at little more
than 1 percent).
• There are a multitude
of reasons behind the present larger carcass sizes including the capacity issues
delaying pig processing
which flowed southwards
from the Swickers Kingaroy fire last November, pigs
growing to target weights
faster than expected, some
relaxation on larger carcasses from major retailers,
some producers managing
production to compensate
for the normal smaller carcasses each December, the
unusual number of short

Sow number movements
PigPass data – ignores less than eight-sow properties
280,000
Number of commercial sows

Linear (number of commercial sows)

275,000

270,000

265,000

Trend is sow numbers increasing
over five years by 3000/annum –
just over 1 percent.

260,000

Figure 1

Jun 17

Aug 17

Apr 17

Feb 17

Oct 16

Dec 16

Jun 16

Aug 16

Apr 16

Feb 16

Oct 15

Dec 15

Jun 15

Aug 15

Apr 15

Feb 15

Oct 14

Dec 14

Jun 14

Aug 14

Apr 14

Feb 14

Oct 13

Dec 13

Jun 13

Aug 13

Apr 13

☛ continued P18

Feb 13

255,000

Oct 12

Meanwhile, he noted import protocols,
which he believed
should have been addressed years ago,
were keeping Australian pork out of China,
at least for now.
At the August 18
AGM, industry consultant Emalyn Loudon was re-elected to
WAPPA’s executive
committee, along with
producer Torben Soerensen of GD Pork
at Pinjarra and Dean
Romaniello of Craig
Mostyn Group.
Their terms had expired due to the effluxion of time.
Fellow committee
members are Graeme
Dent of Bimbadeen
Farm at Cuballing and
Dawson Bradford of
Hillcroft Farms at Popanyinning.

WAPPA’s AGM was
part of a very successful
2017 industry day at the
International On The
Water Hotel at Ascot,
attended by producers,
industry stakeholders,
sponsors and speakers.
Speakers included
Roger Campbell of
Pork CRC; Deb Kerr
and Lechelle van Breda, both of Australian
Pork Limited; AnneMaree O’Callaghan of
Strategy Matrix; Ruel
Pagoto of Boehringer
Ingelheim; Fadi Malek
of Global Skilled Employment Services;
Ron Penn of Linley
Valley Pork; Chris
Brennan of MSD Animal Health; Bruce
Hunt of Zoetis; and
Christopher Tyson of
Bunge Australia.
Addressing the industry day and in his
report to the AGM, Mr
Bradford pointed out
that although prices
in the west had come
under pressure this
year, WA producers
had not been affected
as much as their contemporaries in eastern
Australia.

Dec 12

WEST Australian
Pork Producers Association president
Dawson
Bradford
highlighted the need
to find new markets in
Asia that are prepared
to pay a premium for
WA pork in his report
to WAPPA’s 2017 annual general meeting.

Aug 12

Cautious optimism
at 2017 WAPPA
industry day

Commercial sow numbers (PigPass data)

Talking over lunch were Ingunn Stensland and
Megan Trezona, both of Linley Valley Pork,
Karen Moore of PIWA, Jess Craig of Murdoch
University and Lechelle van Breda of APL.

It was decided at the May
Delegates’ Forum that having an interim forum before
the next due in November
would be a good idea to
keep the industry and the
industry body informed of
what was going on in the
market.
The August forum was
abbreviated,
allowing
those present in most
cases to travel during the
one day and not have to
overnight anywhere.
The meeting itself went
for less than four hours,
and my summary of the
main outcomes of the discussion are as follows:
• Ex-farm gate pig
prices have not started to
turn around yet, but some
movements in the wholesale markets are pointing
towards at least stabilising of whole carcass and
some cut prices (including ribs and bellies). Some
cuts remain problematic
including trim, fatter middles and necks.

• There is still an unexplained disconnect between the weak wholesale
market, which impacted
on our ex-farm gate pig
prices and the strong indications we have from
the majority of the retail
sector where pork is by
far the fastest growing
meat. This may be due to
clear differences between
what’s happening in retail
versus what’s happening
in the foodservice or restaurant sector.
• Pig prices to the consumer now seem to be
coming down significantly, which will hopefully
continue to drive volume
sales growth.
• It seems that lower
prices and higher stock
levels of Australian pork
are leading to higher
volumes being used in
competition with imports
in the processing sector
(which may have had an
influence on the lower import numbers for June of
this year).
Figure 1 backs up the
comment about sow numbers not having to this
point increased very
strongly, but there are indications that growth in
sow numbers has started
to accelerate and will
contribute to stronger pig
numbers coming through
later this year.
The data in the chart is
extracted from our PigPass database and the volatility in the line is caused
by some of the database
clean-up procedures.
We believe the trend line
gives a reasonable indication of reality.
We’ll soon be starting
the process of updating our best estimates
of where Australian pig
production intentions are
going by conducting our
next production survey.
I encourage all producers – not just those at the
larger end of the industry
– to participate fully and
promptly.
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Gilt-edged management in sow herds
Pig Industry
Calendar of Events
2017

SEP 11 - 12 – Australian Pig Veterinarians
(APV) annual conference, Fremantle,
WA www.ava.com.au
SEP 12 - 15 – SPACE, Parc-Expo
de Rennes, France uk.space.fr/en/
welcome.aspx
SEP 19 - 22 – Allen D. Leman Swine
Conference, Saint Paul, Minnesota
US www.cceevents.umn.edu/allen-dleman-swine-conference
SEP 20 - 22 – Animal Genetics and
Disease 2017, Cambridge, UK https://
coursesandconferences.wellcome
genomecampus.org/register/conf
erences/form1.aspx?e=635
SEP 25 - 27 – PackExpo Las Vegas,
Las Vegas, Nevada, US www.
packexpolasvegas.com
OCT 22 - 24 – Leman China Swine
Conference, Nanjing, China www.
vetmed.umn.edu/news-events/lemanchina-swine-conference
NOV 7 - 9 – Pig Welfare Symposium,
Des Moines, Iowa US www.pork.org/
pig-welfare-symposium
NOV 19 - 22 – Australasian Pig
Science Association (Inc) conference,
Melbourne, Victoria www.apsa.asn.
au
NOV 20 - 22 – International Tropical
Agriculture Conference, Brisbane,
Queensland www.tropagconference.
org
How to supply event details: Send all
details to Australian Pork Newspaper,
PO Box 387, Cleveland, Qld 4163,
call 07 3286 1833 fax: 07 3821 2637,
email: ben@porknews.com.au

porknews.com.au

THIS month I focus on
several recently completed Australian Pork Limited projects that focused
on improving the selection and management of
gilts to improve sow longevity in our herds.
These projects are delivering interesting insights
on various management
strategies including the
impacts of parameters
such as mating age, mating weight, structural integrity and locomotion
scores of gilts on their
overall performance and
longevity in the breeding
herd.
High sow turnover, or
replacement rate, is an ongoing issue in the Australian pig industry.
Optimising the lifetime
performance of the sow
gives a producer the best
chance of optimising
profitability.
Premature culling of
sows reduces expected
lifetime performance and
reduces potential profit
margins over the genetic
cost of the gilt.
Involuntary culling of
lower-parity sows has a
serious impact on the parity profile of the sow herd
and potential herd output.
Also, herds with elevated culling rates at
the lower parities have to
retain older sows whose
productivity may be marginal, further impacting
productivity.
Reducing involuntary
culling of lower-parity
sows will play a significant part in reducing the
cost of production through
reduced replacement costs
of sows, improved reproductive performance
of multiparous sows and
superior performance of
growing pigs from multiparous dams.
Traditionally, the main
reasons for sow culling involved poor reproductive
performance, lameness
and other health issues.
Sows that do not produce many litters before
culling add considerable
costs to the production
system.

by HEATHER CHANNON
Acting Research and Innovation
General Manager

Replacement females really only start paying their
way at parity 4 (depending
on gilt purchase/development/animal care costs
and pig prices).
Until that time, the cost
of the gilt development
needed together with the
generally reduced productivity of a gilt (compared
with older sows) means
that gilts can be a burden
on profitability.
This is because reproductive gilts are expensive
to buy or breed on farm
and their offspring tend
to be lighter at birth, grow
slower, have higher mortalities and weigh less at
slaughter compared with
the offspring of older
sows.
Identifying early lifetime performance indicators
One APL project focused on the development
of the replacement gilt
from birth up until the
time of selection as a way
of improving longevity
and lifetime performance
for sows.
Dr Rebecca Athorn from
Rivalea Australia and Dr
Kym Bunter from Animal
Genetics and Breeding
Unit (as part of project
APL 2012/2435) investigated the importance of
early in life parameters,
such as pre-weaning
growth and development,
rather than just weight for
age and conformation, on
sow longevity.
Gilts were ranked into
10 roughly equal-sized
groups to investigate the
association between early
in life traits and later reproductive outcomes.

Higher growth rates during lactation (rather than
just heavy birth weights)
had the most consistent
outcome for improving
the probability of gilt selection and subsequent reproductive success.
Similarly, increasing
weaning age also improved the probability of
a gilt being selected.
Females with lactation
growth rates of <125g/
day had a reduced probability of being selected,
mated (displaying oestrus)
or farrowing if they were
selected.
Females with a lactation
weight gain of <2.6kg by
21 days or a 21-day weaning weight of less than
4kg were also least likely
to be selected – no surprises here.
Although increasing
weaning age and preweaning growth improved the probability of
a weaned breeder female
being selected, the possibility of being selected
when birth weights, 21day weights and postweaning growth were
improved above those values stated above was not
found.
At selection (at 160-170
days of age), a higher P2
backfat increased the likelihood of the selected gilt
being mated and successfully farrowing by just
over 20 percent.
In terms of longevity, P2
backfat at selection and
survival to parity 2 were
very strongly linked.
The percentage of sows
being culled by parity 2
decreased from 59 percent
to 35 percent between the
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leanest and fattest average
P2 backfat levels.
Weaning age, weight and
pre-weaning gain were
positively correlated with
each other and weight at
selection.
However, it was not possible to isolate whether
these early growth periods by themselves are important or whether their
major importance is their
impact on weight at selection.
Season of birth and
farm-specific management practices had a significant impact on gilt
selection, gilt mating, sow
longevity and lifetime
performance.
More than 90 percent
of the variation explained
by known factors for outcomes or lifetime performance measures was
attributable to the season
of birth and the breeding
site the gilt was managed
at after selection.
This suggests that management factors after
selection have a greater
effect on performance
and longevity, despite the
common rearing environment of gilts before selection.
In summary, early
in life parameters were
not strong predictors of
subsequent reproductive
performance and sow longevity.
However, those recorded
at selection, such as P2
backfat, were better indicators of subsequent performance and longevity.
Gilt structural conformation and lifetime productivity
Lameness is as a major
contributor to premature
removal rates of sows in
Australian herds and has
significant implications to
the welfare of the sows
as well as the economic
performance of the herd.
Premature sow removal
rates due to reasons associated with lameness and
locomotion issues have
been estimated at between
9 percent and 26 percent
for Australian sow herds;
second only to reproductive failure.
This study, led by Dr
David Lines at SunPork
South (APL 2012/2436),
monitored 2000 maternal line replacement
gilts from selection at
25-26 weeks of age (average body weight of
116.5±8.85kg) until their
fourth parity.
The gilts were also
scored at selection for 18
different traits (six body
conformation traits, six
front limb structural traits
and five rear limb structural traits as well as an
overall locomotion score)
by two independent and
trained scorers.
Data was collected on
weight and fat depth to
parity 4.
The key outcomes included:
• Sow retention was affected by weight at first
mating. Gilts in the 111160kg weight range had a
higher retention to parity
4 than heavy (≥161kg) or
light (≤110kg) gilts at first
mating.
• Reproductive causes
(failure to cycle, early and
late pregnancy failure and

fecundity) accounted for
74 percent of all removals.
• Lameness accounted for
10 percent of removals.
This suggests that
lameness and structural
conformation in group
housed sows may not be
as large an issue as previously thought.
Of those sows removed
due to lameness, 12.6 percent of these were attributed to undesirable limb
conformation, with the
vast majority due to undesirable conformation of
the hind limbs.
• Rear limbs that were
turned in or out (7.8 percent of removals) was
associated with a poorer
locomotion score.
• Tucked-under hindlimbs were 229 percent
more likely to be removed
for lameness than sows
with preferred leg angles.
• Locomotion score at
selection was the best
indicator of premature
removal of all the traits
assessed.
Structural conformation
had no obvious effects on
sow performance.
However, it was found
that as the hip angle decreased (flatter/more horizontal), the incidence of
stillborn pigs increased.
These outcomes suggest that much of the premature removal of sows
due to lameness and poor
conformation prior to parity 4 could be prevented
through:
• Close attention to
the structural conformation (particularly the
hindlimb) of replacement
gilts.
• Inspection of locomotion in replacement gilts.
• Good gilt management
strategies to ensure that
gilts are mated prior to
150kg live weight and
have been fed a quality
development diet.
Some changes for R&I
Janine Price, who is well
known to many of you,
will be leaving us in early
September.
Janine has been in her
role as Manager, Environment in the Research and
Innovation division for the
past eight years.
She has provided very
strong and valued industry advocacy, leadership,
guidance and technical
direction across both the
environmental planning
and R&D space over this
time.
I sincerely thank her for
all her contributions and
wish her all the very best
for the future.
On another note, I am
very pleased to announce
that Dr Rebecca Athorn
from Rivalea Australia
has accepted the position
of Manager, Production
Innovation.
Rebecca will be commencing with APL on
October 3 and will be
based in APL’s Canberra
office.
The R&I team looks forward to welcoming Rebecca on board.
If you would like to discuss any of these ideas
in further detail or would
like a copy of these reports, please contact me
on 0423 056 045 or heath
er.channon@australian
pork.com.au
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Pork CRC digesting eating
quality research findings
PORK CRC has invested
a lot in improving the
eating quality of pork
and I believe eating
quality is more variable
than almost any biological indicator of pig
performance, including
reproduction.
Eating quality varies
across cuts, with the loin
and silverside being generally the ‘worst’.
It varies considerably
across supply chains and
there is little consistency across studies for the
effects of sex, carcass
weight or diet.
We have, however, generated an extraordinary
amount of information on
all these aspects and this
is being developed into an
eating quality pathway for
the Australian industry.
The good news is eating quality, as judged by
consumers, can be markedly improved, largely by
processing interventions.
In one very large study
conducted across three
supply chains, our researchers, led by Heather
Channon, showed that
without intervention the
fail rates for the different
cuts across supply chains
were as high as 35-40 percent.
That is 35-40 percent
of consumers considered
some of the cuts to be
unacceptable or below average and their repurchasing intentions were even
higher/worse than those
for eating quality.
This is unacceptable
and certainly a challenge,
given increasing the demand for Australian pork
domestically and internationally is crucial for
the future success of our
industry.
The good news was the
eating quality of the worst
cuts across the three supply chains was markedly
improved and, in most
cases, the fail rate reduced
to 10 percent or below by
intervention.
The interventions included electrical stimulation, aitchbone hanging
and moisture infusion.
The worst cuts differed
across supply chains, as
did the interventions,
which most improved eating quality, so there is no
single strategy/technology

Initiatives
by DR ROGER CAMPBELL
CEO

for improving eating quality, but the supply chains
know where their problems are and have methods for improving eating
quality and pork demand.
It is up to individual
companies to review the
economics and then implement the relevant technologies.
We know some have
implemented the technology most appropriate to
their situation and from
personal experience, I can
tell you the eating quality
of the products, especially
the loin, is excellent.
More recent
The results of two recently completed studies
demonstrated the effects
of farm factors affecting
eating quality and the effects of packing on eating
quality.
Findings from the latter
are somewhat concerning,
but again a message for
all involved in the supply
chain.
Farm factors
Pork CRC Project 3A112 aimed to establish a
benchmark dataset that
compared the multiple
pre-slaughter factors of
housing (conventional v
deep-litter housed), carcass weight, light (66kg
HSCW) supermarket carcasses through to heavy
carcasses (84kg HSCW)
and sex (females v immunocastrates) within the
same genotype, nutritional regimen, slaughter day
and post-slaughter conditions.
The effects were compared across three cuts –
loin, rump and silverside.
The research was conducted by Dr Rob Smits
and Pork CRC Masters student Amy Lealiifano, both
from Rivalea Australia.
The project also involved
Prof Frank Dunshea of the
University of Melbourne

and Dr Darryl D’Souza of
SunPork Farms.
I take this opportunity
to commend Frank, who
recently received the
American Society of
Animal Science Meats
Research Award during
the 2017 ASAS-CSAS

annual meeting.
The Meats Research
Award recognises research excellence in meat
science and was sponsored by Elanco Animal
Health.
ASAS is a professional organisation serving
more than 7000 students,
animal scientists, allied
industry and producers
around the world.
Housing effect
Housing had the biggest
effect on objective measures of eating quality.
Carcasses from deep litter were fatter at all carcass weights and based
on Warner Bratzler shear
force, produced cuts that
☛ continued P4

Dr Todd Armstrong of Elanco Animal Health presented the American Society of
Animal Science Meats Research Award to Prof Frank Dunshea.

Eating quality, as judged by consumers, can be markedly improved, largely by processing interventions,
according to a Pork CRC project led by Heather
Channon.

www.porknews.com.au
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Pork CRC digesting eating quality research findings
☛ from P3

were more tender than
those from conventional
housing.
Shear force also declined with increasing
carcass weight, but like
previous studies, the results differed across cuts,
with housing having no
effect on the shear force
values for the silverside.

Drip loss was higher
from deep litter housing
for the loin and silverside.
Results for shear force
drip loss and lightness are
shown in Table 1.
The findings show that
on-farm factors affect eating quality and will contribute to the eating quality model being developed
by Pork CRC.

Packaging problem
Pork CRC has conducted two studies comparing
the effects of high oxygen
modified atmosphere and
vacuum packaging on the
ageing and eating quality
of pork.
Both were conducted by
students and researchers
at the University of Melbourne.

Carcasses from deep litter were fatter at all carcass weights.

Muscle
Housing (H)

Loin (L)
Ecoshelter

Shearforce kg 4.66±0.2
Drip loss (%) 6.71±0.003
L*
49.07±0.3

Conventional
5.11±0.2
5.92±0.003
49.44±0.3

The first study suggested that pork aged better
in VAC than MAP and
that the differences were
detectable by consumers.
Results after seven days
of ageing showed significant differences in consumer preferences for eating quality, overall likeness and for repurchasing
intentions for the vacuumpacked pork.
The results of a larger
study (Pork CRC Project
3A-118) confirmed the results.
The research, led by
Dr Minh Ha, looked at
packaging pork loins in
MAP and VAC on numerous objective measures of
eating quality and chemical changes of the loin
aged for one, five and 10
days in both packaging
types and loins aged for
10 days in VAC followed
by a further 10 days in
MAP packaging.
The bottom line was
MAP, which is commonly
used by retailers, adversely affected most aspects
of objective eating quality
and this was most obvious
for shear force and hard-

Least square mean ± S.E
Rump (R)
Ecoshelter
3.95±0.1
3.75±0.002
46.94±0.3

Conventional
4.20±0.1
3.67±0.002
47.77±0.3

ness, which are indicators
of tenderness and chewiness, respectively.
The results are shown in
Figure 1.
There was little difference in packaging on the
indicators of tenderness
and hardness up to five
days.
There was a marked difference in favour of VAC
at day 10 and when packaging was changed from
VAC to MAP at day 10.
At day 10, there was a
22 percent reduction in
tenderness and a 33 percent increase in the hardness of the loin packaged
in high oxygen modified
packaging compared to
vacuum packaging.
HiOxMAP had a negative impact on overall colour, shear force, texture
and water holding capacity of Australian pork loins
compared to VAC.
The adverse effects of
MAP were associated
with increased lipid and
protein oxidation.
The results suggest the
use of hiOxMAP should
be limited to pork cuts
with a high turnover to

reduce storage time to less
than five days.
Ideally, the results suggest retailers should increase the use of alternative packaging methods
such as vacuum packaging and the more recent
innovation of vacuum
skin packaging.

It seems a pity to invest,
as we have, in on-farm
and more costly processing interventions to improve the eating quality of
Australian pork, only to
have this eroded by how
pork is packed and displayed.
www.porkcrc.com.au

Silverside (SS)
Ecoshelter
4.66±0.1
3.69±0.002
44.94±0.3

Conventional
4.77±0.1
3.14±0.002
46.42±0.3

Table 1: Housing effects on objective meat quality measurements – shear force (kg), drip loss (percent), and colour in the loin, rump and
silverside

Figure 1: Effects of high oxygen modified packaging
and vacuum packaging or a combination of VAC followed by MAP on the Warner Bratzler shear force and
hardness of pork loins aged for up to 20 days.
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AUSTRALIAN PORK LIMITED
ELECTED DIRECTOR VACANCIES
As required by Australian Pork Limited’s
(APL) constitution, two elected directors
will resign at the AGM being held on
16 November 2017. These elected
director positions will become vacant
on Thursday 16 November 2017.
Nominations are being called for the two
APL elected director vacancies.
A producer member of APL or a member
of the APL Board can nominate a person(s)
to stand for election. The APL Board HR
& Remuneration Committee will review all
nominations received in accordance with
APL’s Funding Agreement. The Funding
Agreement requires the appointment of a
‘skills-based Board’. A skills-based Board is
one that can demonstrate collective expertise against each of the following areas:
a.
b.
c.

d.

Governance, risk and compliance
Finance, accounting and audit
Research and Development, innovation, technology and technology
transfer, commercialisation and adoption of Research and Development
Product promotion and marketing
(including communications)

e.
f.

g.

Exports and export market development
Industry knowledge, including
practical growing and/or production
or processing experience
Public policy and administration.

Nominated candidates are required to
provide a curriculum vitae together with
a statement of demonstrated experience
VSHFLÀFDOO\DGGUHVVLQJDVDPLQLPXPWKH
highlighted core competencies. Nominated candidates must also provide a consent
to the nomination.
Nominations for these positions close at
5.00pm on Wednesday 11 October 2017.
For further information and to obtain
a consent to nomination form please
contact:
Mr Damien Howse
Company Secretary, Australian Pork
Limited
PO Box 4746, Kingston ACT 2604
Phone: 02 6270 8805
Email: damien.howse@australianpork.com.au

Are you losing
piglets to the
elements?
/RVLQJ3LJOHWV= /RVLQJ0RQH\
Introducing the Coerco Poly Pig Farrowing Hut

APSA 2017 set to be a scientific
investment that makes sense
WITH early bird registrations for the Australasian Pig Science Association 2017 conference
now extended to September 15 and offering
savings of up to $300,
stakeholders invested in
the science and business
of producing pigs and
pork, including scientists, producers, suppliers, regulators and associates are urged to register now by visiting apsa.
asn.au/Conference2017/
Registration.aspx
First held in 1987 in
Albury, NSW, the biennial APSA conference,
this year to be held at the
Grand Hyatt, Melbourne,
Victoria from November
19-22, will hear the latest
science behind seasonal
fertility, animal welfare,
consumerism, pig genetic improvements, novel
feeds, antimicrobials and
eating quality assurance.
APSA president Dr Pat
Mitchell of Australian
Pork Limited said the 16th
APSA offered registered
delegates a seat at the table alongside national and
international authorities.
“The quality of APSA
presenters this year and
the level of excellence of
their papers promises to
deliver a unique and invaluable learning and networking experience over
four days,” she said.
The 2017 APSA conference proceedings ‘Manipulating Pig Production
XVI’ (edited by Dr Lucy
Waldron and Dr Shay
Hill) will be made available to registered delegates
and will later be published
in full as a special issue of
‘Animal Production Science’.
The conference opens
with the critical issue of
consumer preferences and
attitudes to pork, which
will be reviewed in a paper by Dr Heather Bray,
senior research associate
at the University of Adelaide, Dr Darryl D’Souza,
CEO of SunPork Solutions and Evan Bittner,
Pork CRC PhD candidate
at the University of Melbourne.
They will also look at the
role of retailers in delivering pork with credence
attributes such as animal
welfare, production systems and environment.
Dr Mitchell noted that
with the industry in some-

thing of a downturn, differentiating product in the
market and better understanding consumers was
critical.
A symposium on genetic
improvement in a closed
herd will be addressed
by Dr Kim Bunter of the
University of New England, NSW, Prof Dorian
Garrick, chief scientific
officer at the Institute of
Veterinary, Animal &
Biomedical Sciences at
Massey University, New
Zealand and Dr Matt Culbertson, global director
for product development
and technical services,
PIC, US.
With Australia’s pig industry closed to the importation of porcine genetic material from the
late 1980s, this restriction
in trade has prevented diseases such as PRRS from
wreaking havoc within
our naïve production systems, but has also restricted access to the range of
genetic material available
outside Australia.
This symposium will
therefore discuss those
advances in the fields of
genetic improvement and
genomics that could lead
to gains in productivity
within Australia’s closed
herd.
Prof John O’Doherty,
University College Dublin, Ireland, will review
current and novel feed additives for their potential
to influence pig performance and efficiency and
how they may influence
the microbial population
of the gastrointestinal
tract, nutrient digestibility, gut structure and function, health and how these
may be applied in pig
production to help reduce
use of antimicrobials, for
example.
Prof Alan Tilbrook of
the University of Queensland is sure to generate
debate when he plots his
suggested path on how to
best assess concepts and
apply advanced objective
measurements in the rapidly evolving animal welfare space.
Another hot topic up for
review and discussion at
APSA 2017 is the use of
antimicrobials.
Darren Trott, Professor
of Veterinary Microbiology at the University of
Adelaide, will ask the important question “is agri-

culture really to blame for
antimicrobial resistance?”
After tabling that question, he will advance debate on strategies to save
antibiotics for humans and
animals and how technology and new diagnostics
could aid this challenge.
Heather Channon, Acting Research and Innovation manager with
Australian Pork Limited,
has devoted many years
to researching ways and
means of improving pork
eating quality.
She will reveal much
of what she and her colleagues at the University
of Melbourne have uncovered.
After student and industry workshops on the
first day of APSA 2017,
Dr Ray King will deliver
the AC Dunkin Memorial Lecture on seasonal
infertility, providing collated information from
international and Australian projects and highlighting the projects and their
outcomes that have been
presented at APSA to assist industry to alleviate
the problem of seasonal
infertility.
He will then identify
potential knowledge gaps
and make recommendations for future research.
According to APSA
president Dr Pat Mitchell, identifying knowledge
gaps, then helping to fill
them, were two of the key
drivers behind APSA’s biennial conferences.
She promised that APSA 2017 would not only
deliver knowledge and offer solutions, but also pose
serious scientific questions to be researched and
analysed between now
and APSA 2019.
“APSA’s remit is to foster and promote quality
basic and applied research
in pig and pork science
and this is ongoing, with
our conferences being the
biennial platforms for delivery,” Dr Mitchell said.
Principal sponsors of
APSA 2017 are Australian Pork Limited and Cooperative Research Centre
for High Integrity Australian Pork.
All queries regarding
APSA should be directed to APSA secretary
Dr Cameron Ralph on
08 8313 7781 or Cameron.
Ralph@sa.gov.au
www.apsa.asn.au
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APSA president Dr Pat Mitchell of Australian Pork Limited will welcome delegates
at Melbourne’s Grand Hyatt to APSA 2017.

www.porknews.com.au

Designed to optimise
your animal’s genetic potential

Find your animals’ %lueprint® at each stage of life.
“Our pigs ate 12% more feed when I introduced the Lienert Blueprint®
Creep program into their diet. I have been managing pig farms for 25
years and have never seen a product make such a signiﬁcant difference to
increasing feed consumption, increasing body condition, decreasing treatment
costs and time, and to decreasing labour cost to rear weaners.”
– Errol Hardwick, Farm Manager

www.porknews.com.au
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Another worthy take-home message at WAPPA’s
industry day was delivered by veterinarian Chis
Brennan of MSD Animal Health, who reminded producers of the importance of closely reading and accurately following all product labels, while also ensuring
storage and handling was managed in accordance
with manufacturer recommendations, without which
product efficacy could be compromised.

Big guy, big message. Bruce Hunt of Zoetis is doing
his bit for mental health.

Mentally challenging industry day
A WAPPA wow moment.

www.primegro.com.au
Results are based on typical progeny growth performance
achieved using Primegro Genetics grown under a high health
environment and fed using the Rivalea Nutritional Program.
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Well,
who’d
have
thought?
But it did happen at the
recent WA Pork Producers Association annual
industry day.
Having sat through an
AGM, which was interesting enough as far as
association AGMs go, I
worked my way through
morning tea (good),
lunch (very good) and 10
speakers on various topics, some spruiking more
stimulating subjects than
others and some presenters more presentable than
others.
No surprises there.
It’s what you come to
expect when you’ve been
attending and covering
such events for more decades than you care to remember.
Anyway, along came the
day’s second-last scheduled speaker, ‘Big Bruce
Hunt’ from Zoetis.
Instead of spruiking the
benefits of his company’s
products, as was his right
as a speaker and sponsor
and as had largely been
done by those who went
before him, Bruce refreshingly began by spruiking
the need for a bigger focus
on tackling mental health
and the frightening fact
that the suicide rate in the
‘bush’ is about 50 percent
higher than in major cities.
Staying on topic, albeit
in a somewhat scary way,
Bruce also revealed that
while about eight Australians commit suicide every
day, rural Australians and
veterinarians are overrepresented.
With the room full of
many rural dwellers and
many vets, alarm bells
were raised.
Apparently men in regional areas are on average 1.4 times more likely

Cant Comment
by
BRENDON CANT
to end their life than their
urban counterparts.
According to Georgie
Harman, CEO of beyondblue, a range of circumstances specific to remote
areas place rural Australians at higher risk of selfharm, including greater
vulnerability to weather
events and economic
change, isolation and
loneliness, social stigma
and stoicism and reduced
access to support services.
This alarming reality prompted an ongoing partnership between
big-hearted animal health
company Zoetis and national not-for-profit organisation beyondblue.
In 2016, Zoetis donated $100,000 to beyondblue after collecting $5
from each sale of its cattle
and sheep vaccines and
drenches.
This year, Zoetis has
stumped up again.
People can support the
initiative by buying products between August 1 and
October 31, 2017 from its
range of pig, cattle, sheep,
poultry and goat vaccines
and drenches available at
rural resellers.
To simply make a donation to support beyondblue, visit zoetis.com.au/
communitysupport
Money raised by Zoetis
goes directly to the phone
and online services at beyondblue, which are an
excellent way for people
in the bush to get assistance.
All the services beyondblue offers are free thanks

to the generous support of
such companies.
With about three million
Australians living with
anxiety or depression and
around 3000 taking their
own lives each year (more
than double the yearly national road toll), the issue
of mental health simply
has to be addressed.
I’m informed by beyondblue that timely diagnosis,
support and treatment and
ongoing management of
a mental health condition
in rural and remote areas
is likely to occur later or
not at all, resulting in an
increased likelihood of
self-harm and suicide.
This is unacceptable.
Online forums run by
beyondblue bring together
people affected by mental
health conditions, including carers and friends, so
they can talk to others in
similar circumstances at
any time.
In my view, one of the
best places to start, especially for men and boys,
who I understand are less
inclined to openly discuss
their mental health challenges, is to simply say to
those you care about (and
those you don’t!) “are you
OK mate?”.
Although I’ve lived in
the bush, including in
some isolated places, I
today live in Fremantle
where I actively promote
and support a local organisation, the Kai Eardley
Fund, which is all about
creating positive change
for the mental health of
today’s youth, especially
boys.
Tragically, Kai Eardley,
a 20-year-old East Fremantle boy with a lot to
live for, ended his life in
July 2016 after struggling
with anxiety and depression.
His loving family, driven
by mum Claire, created
the fund in association
with the Fremantle Foundation.
With suicide apparently
now the biggest killer of
men aged between 19 and
45, it’s time to ‘man-up’
about this issue and the
Kai Eardley Fund is about
just that.
Every ‘Kai Fella’ T-shirt
sold will fund one boy’s
attendance at the twohour interactive ‘Man Up’
workshops.
To donate or learn more,
visit kai-fella.com.au

www.porknews.com.au

RespiSure® and Fostera® – the winning
formula to manage PCV and MH.
Great teams rely on market leading innovation and
ongoing development to stay ahead. Get the edge
in a changing environment, contact one of our high
performance crew today on 1800 963 847.

© 2017 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved. Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425.
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard Rhodes, NSW 2138. www.zoetis.com.au ZL0768.
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Now is the time to have
e
highly efﬁcient feeders
ers
The Swing R3 models are
the result of continuous integration
of technical improvements.
24 settings of
regulation
After addressing the 2017 South Australian Pig Industry Day, Pork CRC CEO Dr
Roger Campbell (right) caught up with Dr Nishchal Sharma, trainee nutritionist
employed by ACE Livestock Consulting under the Pork CRC’s SA Governmentsupported Industry Placement Program.

Slanted feed loading
inlet nozzle

345

Pork CRC declares dividends
from South Australian
Government investment

$
‘Monoblock’ design

ex GST

Two trough options:
wet or duo bowl

Call 08 8380 5672
72 or
visit www.vaucluse-aps.com.au

GRAIN MILLING SPECIALIST

Discmill, mixer, augers, bucket elevator, jet filter, mineral hopper

GRAIN MILLING DOESN'T HAVE TO BE A LABOUR INTENSIVE JOB!
3+)/,$  6ACUUM -ILLING 3OLUTIONS SPECIALISE IN THE DESIGN SALES AND INSTALLATION OF
QUALITY GRAIN MILLING EQUIPMENT
:HVXSSO\WKHODWHVWLQJUDLQPLOOLQJDQGDXJHULQJHTXLSPHQW$XVWUDOLDQPDGHDQGIURPDURXQGWKH
ZRUOG:HFRYHUDOORI$XVWUDOLDDQGDOVRWKHSDFLILFLVODQGV:LWK\HDUVhH[SHULHQFHLQWKHIDUPLQJ
LQGXVWU\ZHSULGHRXUVHOYHVRQTXDOLW\HTXLSPHQWLQVWDOODWLRQVDQGXQGHUWDNHDFRPPLWPHQWWR
HQVXUHFXVWRPHUVhVDWLVIDFWLRQ

GRAIN MILLING AND AUGERING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS
DESIGN, SALES AND INSTALLATION
CALL US TODAY TO HEAR WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!
CONTACT:
3KRQH
PDUWLQ#YDFPLOOVROXWLRQVFRPDX

&
SKIOLD
& VacuumMilling
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Solutions • Jimboomba Qld • +61 755 477 588 • martin@vacmillsolutions.com.au
SKIOLD
& Vacuum

Page 10 – Australian Pork Newspaper, September 2017

A 2015 commitment by
the South Australian
Government to invest
half a million dollars
with the Roseworthy,
South Australia headquartered Cooperative
Research Centre for
High Integrity Australian Pork, has already paid
substantial dividends for
the state’s pork industry,
according to Pork CRC
CEO Roger Campbell.
The funding has supported five Pork CRC Industry Placement Program
appointments at $70,000
each and $150,000 was
allocated to the internationally acclaimed Autism
in Agriculture Project to
help employ nine young
autistic adults at SunPork
Farms in SA.
“Our IPP, where we
place Pork CRC-supported graduates with industry, in particular with our
participants, is a partnership where funding and
training is shared,” Dr
Campbell said.
“Business applies for
the award and trains the
graduates in the business
of pork production, while
employing them for a
minimum of three years.
“Our job is to ensure the
graduate remains involved
in R&D and Pork CRC
activities.
“Young people get a
start in industry and industry benefits from their
enthusiasm and injection
of fresh ideas and knowledge, which is often very
innovative.
“It’s been a truly gamechanging investment for
Pork CRC and industry
and we acknowledge the
SA Government for recognising this and stepping
in to further advance our
IPP initiative.”
Alice Weaver, whose
PhD was supported by
Pork CRC, was the first
person to be awarded an
IPP appointment under
the SA Government’s
funding to Pork CRC.
Dr Weaver is a technical officer at the Braun
family’s Myora Farm at
Mt Gambier, SA, where
she is responsible for the
piggery’s research and development activities.
Veterinarian
Sarah
Medhurst is working at
SunPork Farms South,
where Tanya Nowland is
also spending time as part
of her IPP with SARDI.
Ms Medhurst has been
involved in R&D projects
at SunPork and has increased her knowledge
of pig production through
involvement in production

and marketing meetings
and data analysis of large
pig herds.
Ms Nowland, as part of
her IPP with SARDI, has
been trained in farrowing
house operations through
her time with SunPork
Farms.
According to her IPP supervisor, Cameron Ralph
of SARDI, the IPP has
strengthened the relationship between the two organisations.
“At SARDI we’ve focused on experimental
design and execution of
research plans, while at
SunPork Tanya has been
mentored in pig production,” Dr Ralph said.
Haylee Clifford and Nishchal Sharma are working with livestock nutrition companies, Lienert
Australia and ACE Livestock Consulting, respectively.
Ms Clifford said Lienert
Australia and her mentors had been very supportive during the huge
learning curve since she

commenced her industry
placement.
“I have had the opportunity to learn a great
deal about feed and premix formulation and how
the company operates and
now I look forward to
future opportunities and
experiences with the program,” she said.
Rohan Wundke, Ms
Clifford’s supervisor at
Lienert, said she had already enjoyed many opportunities as part of her
IPP and Lienert was now
considering involving her
in a sow feed intake project to increase her pig
industry knowledge and
interaction.
Dr Sharma said as a
recent graduate, his time
at ACE would help him
work more effectively in
the future.
His IPP supervisor and
ACE principal Tony Edwards reported Dr Sharma was making good
progress to becoming a
competent nutritionist.
www.porkcrc.com.au

Tanya Nowland works at the South Australian Research
and Development Institute under Pork CRC’s Industry
Placement Program.

Veterinarian Sarah Medhurst works at SunPork Farms
in South Australia under Pork CRC’s very successful
Industry Placement Program.
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Taking biogas system monitoring for granted
PORK CRC is funding
grants to a limited number of Australian pork
producers with existing
biogas systems to help
them install remote
monitoring instrumentation on their Australian
biogas systems.
This initiative is being administered by the
Queensland Department
of Agriculture and Fisheries.
A total of $30,000 is
available to share equally
between a maximum of
three pork producers.
Grants must be used to
buy and install instrumentation for monitoring flow
volume, moisture, temperature and composition
of biogas used in existing
Australian on-farm biogas
systems.
The instrumentation,
which will regularly log
the composition of the
biogas (methane, carbon
dioxide, oxygen and hydrogen sulphide concentrations), upstream and
downstream of biogas
treatment, must also include a data logger and
communications system
to allow remote monitoring of the system operation.
The total cost of buying
and installing the entire
biogas monitoring and
communication instrumentation is estimated at
$50,000 per farm, however this may vary depending on existing system components, costs associated with complying
with the relevant state gas
safety legislation and labour to assist with system
installation.
The purpose of the monitoring is to provide full
data collected to the Pork
CRC Bioenergy Support
Program for a minimum

Pork likely to be linked to hepatitis E in UK
PORK products sold
in a leading supermarket may have infected
people in the United
Kingdom with a form
of hepatitis, according
to a study by Public
Health England.

,
It s a gas
of two years (subject to
reasonable privacy provisions).
This monitoring data is
to be used for the following purposes:
• Early diagnosis of operational irregularities or
system faults;
• Evaluating
operating strategies and biogas
treatment methods;
• Managing changes in
biogas composition;
• Validating the energy
and economic value of
biogas;
• Assessing short and
long-term seasonal variations in biogas production
and quality;
• Managing biogas use
options to maximise economic benefit; and
• Quantifying biogas
production in the pork industry.
Expressions of interest
are to be submitted to the
email address below and
will be assessed to select
a maximum of three for
receipt of the grants.
If fewer than three eligible expressions are received, the available funds
($30,000) will be shared
equally between eligible
expressions received.
Agreements will be
negotiated between the
successful producers and
DAF Queensland.
Under these agreements,
each producer will be re-

by ALAN SKERMAN
Leader, Pork CRC Bioenergy
Support Program

sponsible for the purchase,
installation and commissioning of the instrumentation, in accordance with
all relevant regulatory
standards and legislation.
This will require a substantial investment by the
participating producer(s)
to fund the shortfall between the grant amount
and the total cost of the
installation.
Pork CRC Bioenergy
Support Program researchers will be avail-

able to provide technical
support with the installation of the monitoring
equipment.
For further information
on how to participate or
make a submission, contact me on 07 4529 4247
or email submissions to
alan.skerman@daf.qld.
gov.au
Please note, expressions
of interest close Friday,
September 22, 2017.
www.porkcrc.com.au

Researchers carried
out an investigation of
the shopping habits of
people infected with the
hepatitis E virus.
The study showed the
respondents had eaten
ham and sausages from
a leading supermarket
chain.
Although PHE decided against naming the
supermarket, UK newspapers have reported it
was Tesco, one of Britain’s biggest supermarket operators.
A spokesman for PHE
said the risk to public
health in England from
hepatitis E is low because it is usually a
mild, self-limiting illness that most people

will clear without any
symptoms.
The study was a statistical analysis that found
an association between
clinical hepatitis E and
sausage and ham products rather than direct
causation, according to
the spokesman.
PHE has said the virus strain has not been
detected in British pigs
and infections could
be the result of eating
products made outside
the UK.
The story made headline news in Britain following a major feature
about the report in the
Sunday Times newspaper.
Health officials say the
disease generally results
in a mild and short-term
infection unless the person has a pre-existing
liver disease or is pregnant.
Symptoms of the virus include flu-like feel-

ings, yellowing of the
skin and eyes, tiredness,
fever, vomiting and loss
of appetite.
In rare cases, it can
cause liver failure and
prove fatal.
The Food Standards
Agency said it was
aware of the report’s
findings, and was reviewing all aspects of
hepatitis E infection
with other government
departments and industry.
“The risk from acquiring the hepatitis E virus
from eating thoroughly
cooked pork or pork
products is low,” an FSA
spokesperson said.
“As a precaution, the
FSA advises consumers that all whole cuts
of pork, pork products
and offal should be
thoroughly cooked until
steaming hot throughout, the meat is no longer pink and juices run
clear.”

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutio

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 00

For all your livestock needs
Provides high quality products,
Delivered on time,
At competitive pricing,
Supported by the best
available technical service in
animal and livestock nutrition.

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
Kym 0439 066 054
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Luke 0439 066 006
luke@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill 0499 009 293
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
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Now that we have some better
news, what have we learnt?
BETTER news, I hear
you say, what the hell is
he talking about?

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3
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Well, the truth is no one
recovers straight from
freefall, almost always we
need to stabilise before we
move forward.
There is now quite a lot
of evidence that stabilisation, albeit in a less-attractive place, is occurring.
This evidence includes
pig prices are stabilising,
on-farm stocks appear to
be normalised, average
slaughter weight is decreasing (meaning more
pigs should be hitting the
centre of the grid so in
theory, prices ought to
start moving up), wholesale prices seem to be stabilising and retail sales
volume growth continues
to be healthy, meaning
per capita fresh Australian
pork consumption continues to grow.
It’s up over 1kg per Australian in the past year.
Moving forwards, what
is going to happen?
To have a view on that,
we need to acknowledge
some of the things we have
learnt (later we will touch
on some of the things we
still have to learn).
One of the things we
have learnt is our industry production survey is
good at predicting slaughters for the coming eight
months.
It has not really been
good at three important
items: 1) predicting the
phasing of growth by
month; 2) what will happen to meat production (it
has no estimates of carcass weight); and 3) what
will happen to 30 percent
of sows that have rarely
or never been reported by
some producers.
Fortunately, the pig industry’s annual cycle is
reasonably predictable, so
it is not impossible to take
the production survey year
end number, adjust it for
collection methodology
(monthly data collection
is not ideal for an industry
that works on weeks) and
forecast phasing.
We have had our first
attempt at this in Figure 1.
However, if the industry
works on weeks and we
are trying to improve our
forecast phasing, then we
should also try to forecast
by week.
Figure 2 shows my first
attempt.
This chart reflects real-

Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON
General Manager Marketing

ity in the actuals, where
actual slaughters have
been higher than forecast
because farms have been
normalising their grower
herd numbers.
The forecast area in
pink shows that up until
Christmas, there will be
just over 100,000 pigs per
week (less in October).
It looks like Christmas
will be big, with slaughters after Christmas in the
relatively high 103,000107,000 pigs per week
range, which is similar to
the weeks commencing
June 25 to July 30 this year.
However, there are also
difficult to estimate but
common-sense mitigating
factors.
For example, the consensus in March this year
was everyone who could
find a space for an extra
pig in 2016 had done exactly that.
Now that pig returns
are not where they were
in 2016, the people who
added a few pigs or rented
facilities are likely to have
exited these pigs.
These are likely to be in
the 30 percent of production the Australian Pork
Limited production survey has never been completed for.
Whether this is 1 percent out of 30 percent or 3
percent out of 30 percent,
we have no idea but it is
a good time to encourage those who have never
completed the production
survey to start.
That would help all of
us.
Another factor for later
in 2018 is increased production then seems counterintuitive when returns
are low.
It makes absolute sense
for the people who had
already decided to invest
in expanding to execute
their plan (they are obviously in the industry for
some time).
However, a rational inves-

tor would not continue to
expand until the outlook
was more acutely positive
than it appears at present.
This bring us to slaughter weights, which we
have no mechanism for
forecasting as yet.
For the purpose of marketing planning, I have
assumed that slaughter
weight until February next
year will continue to grow
at the average weight of
the past 12 months.
This seems quite aggressive (as weights have gone
up unusually quickly this
year), but as we have said
before: “Hope for the best
but plan for the worst.”
On that assumption, if
we keep our foot on the
consumer demand gas,
which we are doing with
every available dollar approved in the AOP, we
should in theory see an
improvement in price in
the run up to Christmas.
Am I clairvoyant?
Of course not, my name
is not Clair, but we have to
have a view on the future
and that’s mine.
Next month, I’ll explore
what this view of the future means for marketing
activity.
Until then, rest assured
we are working more
closely with the supply
chains (we have monthly
hook-ups) and we are all
focused on immediate
sales and are in the process of sharing data to
understand better two of
the areas we need to improve in: wholesale trade
and foodservice volume
monitoring.
While it is not yet the
time to review 2017 in the
bigger picture, the thoughts
that occur to me are:
1. Should we (and by
‘we’ I mean all of industry) have started talking
about high levels of profitability causing competitive entries earlier than
May 2015?
☛ continued P13
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PigPass reporting
now mandatory
IF you move a pig, you
need to report it.

On July 26, 2017, all agriculture ministers agreed
to mandatory reporting.
The result?
As of February 1, 2018 it
will be a legal requirement
for the person receiving
the pig(s) to report the
movement of pigs using
PigPass.
Whether you are an expert or a novice, have one
pig, 20 pigs, a pet pig or a
Christmas pig and regardless of where or who you
bought your pig from, the
PigPass system still applies to you.
PigPass is a tracking
system used to track the
movement of all pigs in
Australia.
Through this system,
a clear picture of all pig
movements is developed.
This is extremely important in the event of a disease outbreak.
Until now it has not been
compulsory.
However, those established in the pig world
will need to be aware
their legal obligations

have changed.
Moreover, where appropriate, established pig producers should assist those
new to the world in knowing what the processes are
and what is expected of
them.
It is important that pig
movements are reported
within two days of pig(s)
arriving on your property.
To date, about 76 percent
of pig movements are reported within time but this
needs to be much higher to
meet the requirements of
governments.
State and territory governments will be introducing legislation to mandate
pig movement reporting,
including identification.
This will bring pigs in
line with cattle, sheep and
goat movement reporting.
To find out more about
PigPass and to register,
visit pigpass.com.au or
call 1800 001 458.
The new rules can be
downloaded from PigPass
– just go to the FAQ page
and click on ‘NLIS Pigs
Standards’.
Meaghan Clack

Now that we have some better
news, what have we learnt?
☛ from P12

2. Should we (and by ‘we’
I still mean all of industry)
have pursued a more aggressive growth options
strategy in 2015 and 2016
than focusing domestically
because that’s where the
best short-term profit is?
Should we have built capabilities for international
markets, worked on more
radical cost reductions and
experimented more collaboratively on making our
product better than others
and worth the premium it
gets (still)?
3. Should we have also
looked to plug information
gaps in foodservice (which
to be fair we have been doing for a year; it’s almost
there, just too late for this
price decline), wholesale
and the 30 percent of pro-

duction that’s invisible to
the rest of industry? Well
obviously, knowing what
we know now.
In conclusion, I’d like to
return to the good news.
As a rule, most of us believe that increased carcass
weight and improved productivity in number of pigs
sold per sow, per litter are
good for our cost base.
While this price slide has
been particularly unwelcome because we didn’t
see it coming, we can only
change the future, so let’s
make sure next time this
happens (and it seems to
happen once a decade), we
are better prepared with
more options and markets,
a broader range of product
qualities and costs of production and better foresight.

Excellent quality
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Q Farrowing and weaner crates,
growers and baconer pens. Q Feed
hopper with stainless steel trough.

Q Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap;
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.

Straight Farrowing Crate.

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST
Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au
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Ben Slots
1800 999 245

Phone: (03) 9462 4266
Mobile: 0418 388 842
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Aussie Pumps’ Pat Grochowski and Hamish Lorenz pulled another Ultra ‘A’ class
machine off the line.

Pig farmers stay safe
AUSSIE Pumps has
lifted production of its
4000psi Ultra Class A
pressure cleaners to meet
the increased demand of
farmers and piggery operators.

Professionals
using
high-pressure water-blasting equipment are now
looking for machines with
the maximum capability
that fall into the Class A
operator category.
The new safety standards (AS/NZS 4322.1) apply to all users of highpressure cleaners.
Machines are categorised according to their
performance levels.
Class A machines fall
under 5600 bar/litres per
minute.

That means machines
that have performance
levels in excess of 4000psi
and more than 20l/pm.
It is mandatory that operators of Class B machines are formally certified by trainers operating
under the auspices of a
registered training organisation.
Aussie Pumps chief engineer John Hales said,
“The realisation that the
world has changed with
the new safety standards
is still sinking in.”
“Many pig farmers using professional pressure
cleaners do not realise
that under the new standards they should now be
certified and their machines re-equipped with

Live yeast for sows and piglets

WHY DO SOME PIGLETS
HAVE A DIFFERENT TAIL?

> Because Levucell® SB piglets ensure a good return on investment!
Yes! The use of Levucell® SB is a good source of profitability
for the farmer. By improving technical parameters such as number
of weaned piglets, piglets’ weight or feed efficiency, Levucell SB
guarantees
t to
t th
the
h farmer
f
a very good
d return
t
on investment
i
t
t.
For more information on Levucell SB email
QSS-Lan@lallemand.com or call (07) 5451 0125.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS
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essential components.
“These include e-stops,
hose-protection devices
and, in certain applications, foot valve controllers.”
Aussie Pumps was fast
to respond to the new
standards by modifying
its Ultra 4000psi, 20l/pm
machine so it falls into the
Class A category.
“The A-Series machine
is completely compliant
with the new standards
but doesn’t require the
operator to be certified,”
Hales said.
Aussie Pumps has also
set up a Class A training
program free of charge for
all operators.
“We’re glad that our
training program has been
so warmly received by the
market since,” Hales said.
“We’re willing to go the
extra mile to ensure operators of our machines
stay safe on the job.
“Our efforts in this direction are all part of our
‘Safe Operator’ program.
“Our slogan of ‘faster,
smarter, safer’ is not just
empty words but a mantra by which the company
operates.
“It drives our advanced,
innovative designs and
reinforces a clear understanding that we are out
to cut times, improve efficiency and reduce operating costs.
“We expect the market
to continue to embrace the
new Ultra ‘A’ model and
to come with us on a journey of helping to make
users safer and more efficient.”
This heavy-duty machine is part of Aussie
Pumps’ registered awardwinning ‘Scud’ design.
The Scud series delivers
better results and offers
users OH&S advantages
not found in other units.
For example, the Scud
design has virtually no
‘sharps’ and its ergonomics allow easy movement
on site.
“The weight distribution and four big 13” steel
wheels with flat-free tyres
make the blaster extremely manoeuvrable,” Hales
said.
“Farmers won’t have
to compromise when it
comes to cleaning.
“The machine is super
easy to push around.”
The Ultra packs real
whack and when used
with an Aussie Pumps
heavy-duty turbolance
delivers a whopping pressure rating of 6800psi.
That turbo rating does
not impact on the classification of the machine,
which is always rated
based on its pump bar/litres per minute rating, not
the impact or effectiveness of the work being
carried out.
Further information including a free catalogue
is available from aussie
pumps.com.au
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Here’s my Card
THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.

John Glassbrook

Supplying the
Piggery Industry
with tarpaulin
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Bsc. Agric (An.Sci)
Executive Technical Services and Sales Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

Phone: 1300 059 003
Fax: 1300 858 626
Email: info@polytex.net.au
www.polytex.net.au

john.glassbrook@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Susan Schryver

Chantel Wakenshaw

National Sales Manager - FPA

The industry super fund for
rural and regional Australia
Proudly supporting the Pork industry

austsafe.com.au

B.Ed
Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 554 328
Tel:
1800 038 037
Fax:
02 8875 8715

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 233 227
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

susan.schryver@boehringer-ingelheim.com

chantel.wakenshaw@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Sam Custodio

Phillip Marr

Executive Technical Services and Sales Manager

Executve Technical Services and Sales Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0409 493 368
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0428 270 494
Tel:
1800 038 037
Fax:
02 8875 8715

samuel.custodio@boehringer-ingelheim.com

phillip.marr@boehringer-ingelheim.com

A.P.S.

AUSSIE PORK
SUPPLIERS PTY LTD

Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager – Swine

James Bredhauer

VAUCLUSE & APS

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 941 233
1800 038 037
Tel:
03 8875 8715
Fax:

meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

ruel.pagoto@boehringer-ingelheim.com

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

Kate HENNE - 0499 287 710
Nathan LISTER - 0499 171 010
Darryl MEANEY - 0419 594 922
Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889

Alex Turney

David Reu

MOBILE: 0427 791 734
EMAIL: davidreu@vaucluse-aps.com.au

PH:

08 8380 5672

FAX:

SLURRY PUMPING AND COMPOST SPREADING
s 3ERVICING 1,$ AND
.ORTHERN .37

Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554
Mark OLLEY - 0437 076 615

Managing Director - Australia and New Zealand

BIOMIN Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139
email: office.australia@biomin.net

M: +61. (0)419 005 511
E: aturney@lallemand.com

08 8380 5176

www.vaucluse-aps.com.au

s "EST RATES AND EXCELLENT
PAYMENT TERMS

www.lallemand.com
www.biomin.net

Pty

COAT-O-FOAM Ltd

Specialising in Polyurethane Foam Application
s#OOLROOMS s4ANKS s#ONDENSATION #ONTROL
s0OULTRY  0IG 3HEDS s)NTERNAL  %XTERNAL #OATINGS

Gavin Forsyth
Sales Manager

*ASON 2EIMERS 0437 885 309
E: growuporganics@bigpond.com
www.growuporganics.com.au

David Cadogan
B.Ag.Sci, MRurSc, PhD.
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

M 0409 049 793
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia
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Senior Technical Support Officer - Swine

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

Ph: 07 4162 2233
8 King St
Fax: 07 4162 4804
PO Box 1187
Mob: 0427 549 373
Kingaroy Qld 4610
Email: jamesb@aussieporksuppliers.com.au

117 Chapman Rd, Inglewood, SA 5133

Ruel P.Pagoto D.V.M.

Meg Donahoo
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Stuart Wilkinson
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

M 0414 487 882
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia

www.feedw orks.com.a u
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"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld
Australia 4408

Brenden McClelland

Phone: 07 4663 1279
Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071
Mobile: 0409 064 806
lco@outlook.com
belmontpastora
email:
website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

Doug Pearson
Equipment & Milling Technology
Manager

M 0408 735 185
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au
PO Box 369 Romsey
Victoria Australia 3434
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Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre,
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0418 819 125
F 1800 817 414
chris.brennan2@merck.com

Dr Chris Brennan BVMS
Technical Advisor, Swine

FarmMark Pty Ltd
2/67 Colebard St West, Acacia Ridge QLD 4110
Phone: 07 3274 6372 Mobile: 0412 934 892 Fax: 07 3277 8813
Email: luigi@farmmark.com.au
Website: www.farmmark.com.au

Alltech.com

ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
8 Roseworthy Rd
Roseworthy, SA 5371
Tel:   
alltechaustralia@alltech.com

Alison Leary

Fabian Barcelo

Key Account Manager

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

MOBILE:

0447 444 674

MOBILE:

ORDERS

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

0487 777 089

TEL: 1300
FAX:1300

791 009
798 005
fabian@ccdanimalhealth.com.au

MOBILE:

0428 247 272

ORDERS

791 009
798 005

TEL: 1300
FAX:1300

alison@ccdanimalhealth.com.au

™
INSPIRED MOLECULAR SOLUTIONS

The Science of Healthier Animals

Key Account Manager

ORDERS

TEL: 1300
FAX:1300

National Key Account Manager
Swine

Fiona Selleck

Ph.D

Business Manager

791 009
798 005

ÀRQD#FFGDQLPDOKHDOWKFRPDX

INSPIRED MOLECULAR SOL
U T I O N S™

Supplier of
high performance
ingredients for
aquatic and
animal nutrition

Rick Carter, PhD

Matt Henry

Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.com

Technical Services Manager – Pacific
mob: 0412 888 485
rick.carter@kemin.com
m

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071,
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand
Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071,
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand
Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544

Christian Pyke

Managing Director
M: 0428 233 200
E: info@cpyke.com.au
PO Box 3350
Port Lincoln South Australia 5606
www.cpyke.com.au
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Australian Agent / Distributor for:

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Elanco Animal Health
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Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre,
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

Amanda Vardanega

AlltechAP

@AlltechAP

The Science of Healthier Animals

A Division of Eli Lilly Australia Pty Limited

Dr. Avril Grieve

BAgSc, BArts, PhD

National Swine
Senior Territory Manager

112 Wharf Road
West Ryde NSW 2114
Mobile: 0418 115 314
Fax: 02 9878 7720
Toll Free: 1800 226 324
Customer Service: 02 9325 4570
E-mail: grieve_avril@elanco.com
www.elanco.com.au

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax:
02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia
NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

Swine Veterinary Consultants
• Health, Production and QA Services

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

BASF Australia Ltd.
Level 12
28 Freshwater Place
3006
VIC
Southbank

• Disease Eradication and
Repopulations

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

• Servicing all areas of Australia

(03) 9699

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5445 5914

Mobile +61 457 104 105
Fax +61 3 8855 6511
leon.hall@basf.com
www.animal-nutrition.basf.com

Leon Hall
MBA, B.Sc.(Agric.) (Hons.) Anim. Sci.
Industry Manager, Animal Nutrition
Australia & New Zealand

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

ACE Laboratory Services
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550
Lethbridge, Victoria
AQIS QC2 Containment Facility

PH : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550
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Glencoe, Queensland
(07) 4699 3011

Freecall:

1800 647744

Phone:

Facsimile:

(03) 5281 7547

Mobile:

0408 855 875

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055
0400 672 418
Mobile:

Email:

bridget@porkstorks.com.au

Email:

glencoe@porkstorks.com.au
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FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS

Pig Farm Perspective by Bruce the brainy pig
PIG environmental enrichment is fast becoming the catchphrase of
2017.
While the benefit of
enrichment on welfare
has been demonstrated,
many producers have
been asking: are there
any real production benefits to enrichment that
are worth the cost of implementing?
To start this dicussion,
it is important to begin
with why pigs need enrichment.
Pigs are very intelligent creatures, with
many studies demonstrating the ability of
pigs to remember how to
get through mazes, recall

and find hidden objects
in particular places, use
simple devices for their
own gain, and, for all intents and purposes, some
ability to problem solve
and plan ahead.
How then does a pig
demonstrate
intelligence?
It has been shown that
pigs have the ability to
individually identify and
target one particular pig
for up to six weeks if
rewarded in some way.
This can have strong
implications for how we
mix gestating sows in
static and dynamic group
housing.
If a sow has a positive
outcome from bullying

(that is, from bullying
other sows she then has
access to another sow’s
feed), then she will likely
repeat this behaviour.
So what does all this
mean?
Well, pigs, like humans, can become bored,
which manifests in many
ways including tail biting, ear chewing, vulva
biting, bullying, fighting
and destruction of yards
and equipment.
What then is the cost of
tail bites?
One study estimated
that each tail bitten costs
producers an average of
$10 per pig in trimming
and production losses
(reduced feed intake,

weight gain and so on).
However, providing
pigs with cognitive tasks
(something to do) such
as toys or environmental enrichment has been
found to significantly reduce abnormal behaviors
including tail biting and
bullying.
Toys and enrichment
have also been found to
decrease fearfulness, all
of which have positive
impacts on production.
Past studies have
shown variable results
from environmental enrichment, however, more
recent studies have found
increased growth rates,
feed conversion ratio,
feed intake and heavier

carcass weights.
So what are your options?
And what would the
pigs prefer?
In a study conducted
on 666 weaners and 666
growers, the toys most
attractive to pigs were
those that were odorous
(smelly), deformable, not
firmly fixed (loose or
swinging) and chewable.
So there you have it,
the use of smelly, chewy
and loose or swinging
toys with our pigs not
only provides further environmental enrichment,
but can also improve
production!

SFMCA
FeedSafe
Accredited

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

CONTACT:

PTY

SOYA FEEDS LTD

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby

Ph (07) 4662 4333
A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal
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Aaron Hines

Sales & Production Manager

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)
Murray Bridge SA 5253
P 08 8531 2700
F 08 8531 2711
M 0419 559 011
E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com
W www.jacksonsaustralia.com

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

Manufacturer
of high-pressure
misting systems
for aerial
disinfection and
shed cooling

17-19 Muntz Street,
Wangaratta VIC 3677
P: 1300 306 478
E: info@ozmist.com.au
www.ozmist.comau

Jodie Driscoll
John Reeves

Merideth Howard

Commercial Manager: Pig & Poultry
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T 02 8876 0371
E john.reeves@zoetis.com
F 02 8876 0444
W www.zoetis.com.au
M +61 412 264 497

Technical Sales Veterinarian - Pig
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0477 387 392
F 02 8876 0444
E merideth.howard@zoetis.com
Tech. Services 1800 814 883 W www.zoetis.com.au

Professional Sales Representative
Pig & Nutrition
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0431 075 972
F 02 8876 0444
E jodie.driscoll@zoetis.com
Tech. Services 1800 814 883 W www.zoetis.com.au

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES
Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Bruce Hunt

Tom Cowper
Business Manager Pig & Nutrition
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
tom.cowper@zoetis.com
E
M 0418 246 675
www.zoetis.com.au
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Walter Osborne
GENETICS MANAGER

Professional Sales Representative
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0438 352 443
E
bruce.hunt@zoetis.com
F 02 8876 0444
W www.zoetis.com.au

Breeding a Better Future

(03) 9699

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

Alan Smith

B. Ag Sci.

Managing Director

CEFN Genetics Pty Ltd
54 King St, Clifton, QLD 4361
07 4697 3344
Phone:
07 4697 3532
Fax:
www.cefn.com.au
Web:
wally@cefn.com.au
Email:
0457 833 621
Mobile:

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd
P.O. Box 1
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale
Victoria 3351
Australia

Email: ddt@ddt.com.au
Phone: 07 4634 2166
33 Industrial Ave, Toowoomba QLD 4350

Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
Mobile: +61 414 432 790
asmith@minitube.com.au
www.minitube.com.au
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Piggery blinds
Replacement covers
Dam liners
Custom made to your speciﬁcations
www.ddt.com .au

MYORA FARM
ABN 78 008 025 563

“Breeders of quality stock”

JEFF BRAUN

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Telephone: (08) 8725 0411
PO Box 550
Facsimile: (08) 8725 8784
Mount Gambier
Mobile: 0409 091 678
South Australia 5290 Email: myora@myora.com.au
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Cautious optimism at 2017 WAPPA industry day
☛ from P1

“There has been a strong
growth in sow numbers in
the west for a few years
and we must be allowed
to grow our industry or
it will contract under the
ever-increasing costs and
regulations,” he said.
On a positive note, grain
prices were starting to fall
and he hoped this trend
would continue as production forecasts increased.
WAPPA executive officer Jan Cooper, in her
report, said while WA’s
pork industry was facing significant cost pressures at the market price
level and cost of production, WAPPA could help
mitigate this pressure by
working with government
and NGOs to ensure policies affecting pork producers were sympathetic
to the industry’s sometimes unique needs and
demands.
“On the face of it, the
obvious policies WAPPA
would try to influence
would be in the areas
of environment, animal
welfare, transport and
employment, but we also
must engage in red tape
reduction, which has be-

come a policy area in itself,” she said.
“WAPPA is investing
resources in being well
informed of the full extent
of policy developments
across a range of areas so
it can represent members’
interests.”
Ms Cooper also addressed biosecurity; environment and planning;
the APL Delegates’ Forum; animal welfare;
communication; building
networks; R&D; and governance.
Roger Campbell focused
his Pork CRC update on
Pork CRC’s transition to
APRIL; eating quality;
sow behaviour; welfare;
antibiotic resistance; and
cost of production.
Lechelle van Breda,
who recently completed
her Pork CRC-supported
PhD on E-coli, covered
a number of APL’s activities, including a big
focus on antibiotic resistance.
Bunge Australia WA regional manager Christopher Tyson, in his presentation titled ‘An insider’s
view of the grain market’,
predicted local grain prices would be driven by August/September rainfall

and the Australian dollar.
He further predicted a
national wheat harvest of
23.5 million tonnes.
Pork Innovation WA
chairman Rob Wilson, in
his report, advised that
while PIWA was still accessing the Medina Research Station, PIWA’s
long-term future relied
on finding alternative research facilities and funding security to continue
research on behalf of
WA’s pork industry.
“Strong producer sentiment is critical for PIWA,
because without a real
need, PIWA will finalise
the transition away from
state-funded R&D before
being dissolved and letting R&D fall back to interested commercial players,” Dr Wilson said.
Addressing the somewhat-sensitive
issue
of pork price, Craig
Mostyn Group GM Meat
& Livestock Ron Penn
surprised some in the audience by revealing that
with the drop in price
for pork, Australian pork
was beginning to replace
imported pork in manufacturing.
Current scenarios he
highlighted included:

• Eastern states pork
flooding WA and Singapore markets;
• Oversupply and increased imports depressing prices;
• Export pork price
reduced from ES and
Sarawak supply into Singapore;
• Economic conditions
reducing the shopping
dollar; and
• Free range demand decreased, adding 500 pigs
per week to sow stall free.
Predictions for the future included:
• Surplus to remain –
5.3 million pigs by March
2018 (APL);
• Price pressure to remain;
• To his knowledge no
producers were reducing
production; and
• Free range uncertainty.
About 130 people attended WAPPA’s industry
dinner in the evening, at
which 14 graduates from
Gingin, Esperance, Mount
Barker, Narrogin and Cuballing were presented
with their Certificate 111
in Agriculture (Pork Production) by the chair of
Pork Industry Training
WA Dr Bruce Mullan.

Pork CRC CEO Roger Campbell addressed attendees
at WAPPA’s 2017 industry day.

Darryl Meaney of Biomin, David Reu of Vaucluse &
APS and Fabian Barcelo of CCD Animal Health.

Producers Paul Ridgewell of Westpork, Stuart Coole
of Boyup Brook and John Bunn of Albany.

Catching up were Lui Rinaldi of Linley Valley Pork, Rob
Wilson of PIWA and Ron Penn of Linley Valley Pork.

Better digestion for
better feed efficiency

Producers Steve Lyneham of Popanyinning and
Graeme Dent of Cuballing.

Add the power of Phytogenics to your diet:
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Enjoying a catch-up were James Opoku of Stirling
Free Range Pork and Roger Campbell of Pork CRC.

www.porknews.com.au

The lunch break was a good opportunity for healthy debate and healthy eating at
WAPPA’s 2017 industry day.

Ruel Pagoto of Boehringer Ingelheim.

Deb Kerr of APL addressed the industry day.

Give your piglets
a head start
Uniferon® 200 contains 200mg of iron in 1ml, so each injection will provide
your piglets with the recommended initial dose of iron for growth and health.

Christopher Tyson of Bunge Australia.

A ready-to-use supplement, it can be administered at any time on day 1-3
after birth – and its automatic syringe makes it simple to treat your entire
herd quickly and effectively.
Uniferon® 200 is also the only iron supplement with medical authority
approval in Europe and Asia, and from the FDA in the US.
Discover more reasons why pig breeders around the world trust
Uniferon® 200 at www.uniferon.com

Chatting at WAPPA’s 2017 industry day were producers Graeme Dent of Cuballing and Linton Batt of
Beverley.

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
PO Box 729 Cooma NSW 2630
Infoline: 02 8088 0720
T: 02 8088 0720 F: 02 8088 0721
www.abbeylabs.com.au

Anne-Maree O’Callaghan of Strategy Matrix spoke at
the industry day.

Lechelle van Breda of APL addressed WAPPA’s 2017
industry day.

Enjoying lunch at WAPPA’s 2017 industry day were
Megan Trezona of Linley Valley Pork and Esperance
producer Deb Hoffrichter.
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FRESHLY

MIXED
PREMIUM

PROTECTION

Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae protection with
extra capacity for mixing with Ingelvac CircoFLEX® to give you:

New Zealand: Boehringer Ingelheim (NZ) Limited, Animal Health Division, Level 1, Unit 9, 42 Ormiston Road, East Tamaki, Manukau 2016. Toll free: 0800 802 461. Restricted Veterinary
Medicine. Access is only through a veterinary authorisation. Australia: Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited ABN 52 000 452 308. Animal Health Division, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW
2113. Toll free: 1800 038 037. Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Ingelvac CircoFLEX® and FLEXcombo® are trademarks of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH, 55216 Ingelheim/Rhein.
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