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IT’S no secret that the 
consumer is a major 
driver of economic 
growth. 

The food industry 
invests heavily to un-
derstand natural fluc-
tuations of consumer 
behaviour to meet those 
needs on the shelves. 

Now, in a time where 
our purchasing choice is 
one of the only ways to 
express social respon-
sibility, sales of ethical 
and sustainable produce 
are ever increasing. 

Consumers not only 
want pork on their 
forks, they want to know 
where it’s come from, 
how it’s made and what 
impact their food choice 
has on the environment 
around them.

In Australia, at least 
90 percent of commer-
cial production systems 
raise their pigs indoors 
and our producers are 
proud to be part of an 
industry that has some 
of the highest food 
safety standards and an-
imal welfare practices 
in the world. 

But in the face of bios-
ecurity threats and the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
navigating open discus-
sions with consumers 
from behind closed 
doors is the greatest 
challenge of all. 

In response to this, 
Australian Pork Limited 
has been working with 
producers and broader 
industry to explore new 
ways to promote a pro-
gressive and transparent 
pork sector. 

After two years in the 
pipeline, we’ve launched 
a new virtual tour of the 
pork supply chain as a 
producer-led initiative 
that tells their stories 
from piggery to plate. 

The tour is publicly 
available on the APL 
website and invites an-
yone interested in how 
pigs become pork to put 
on their virtual gum-
boots and take a peek. 

It’s the next best thing 
to being there, with a 
360-degree view of the 
facilities and processes 
that produce the high-
quality pork products on 
our shelves.

Users can choose their 
own adventure, from 
indoor and free-range 
farms and the ins and 
outs of processing rooms 
to the finished product 
on supermarket shelves. 

Users can listen to 
narration, scan around 
facilities and click on 
interactive areas of in-
terest for more infor-
mation and a rich user 
experience.

It’s a bold move and 
we’re proud of it. 

The technology, hus-
bandry, food safety, wel-
fare and environmental 
standards speak for 
themselves. 

Initiating conversa-
tions such as this not 
only supports informed 
consumer choice but 
provides education that 
connects younger gen-
erations with rural in-
dustries.

The tour has been de-
signed to complement a 
wide range of primary, 
secondary and univer-
sity level curriculums. 

By getting students 
‘on farm’ without the 
challenges of biosecu-
rity or travel, we’re also 
enabling greater expo-
sure to future career op-
tions.

APL are currently 
working closely with 
Primary Industries 
Education Foundation 
Australia to develop 
educational resources 
to accompany the tour. 

These will help 
teaching staff manage 
conversations that may 
arise with students and 
provide curriculum-
aligned classroom ac-
tivities to get the most 
out of the tour.

This resource would 
not have been possible 
without the courageous-
ness and support of in-
dustry. 

A big thank you to 
everyone who opened 
their businesses to 
allow filming, inter-
views, research and 
endless editing – which 
will no doubt make its 
mark over the years to 
come. 

To take a peek, go to 
australianpork.com.au/
virtual-tour 

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE CEO

Virtual tour of the pork supply chain launches

Preparing your feral 
pig management plan
THE damage from feral 
pigs can reduce produc-
tivity and profitability 
for businesses through 
decreased yields, live-
stock predation, in-
creased costs and disease 
transmission. 

Many land managers 
respond reactively to re-
move them, often without 
having a property pest 
management plan in place. 

However, it’s important 
to have a pest management 
plan within your biosecu-
rity strategy – as dull and 
time-consuming as it may 
be.

Feral pigs are adaptable 
and mobile within their 
home range. 

The National Feral Pig 
Action Plan recommends 
coordinating and collabo-
rating with neighbours 
across a large area and ap-
plying integrated, strategic 
management approaches. 

This increases the 
chances of removing the 
local population of feral 
pigs and preventing fre-
quent re-incursions. 

Acting alone and re-
lying on only one method 
of control is likely to be 
more time consuming, 
frustrating and relatively 
ineffective. 

So, what’s involved and 
where do you start?

There are four key steps 
to work through and docu-
ment:

• Define the problem – 
what is the problem, where 
is it, who is affected, what 
are the impacts?

• Develop a feral pig 
management plan

• Implement the plan
• Monitor and evaluate 

progress.
As a first step, the Pest-

Smart website pestsmart.
org.au gives land man-
agers the tools to develop 
a feral pig management 
plan. 

A template to help with 
this will be available on 
the National Feral Pig Ac-
tion Plan website soon. 

Land managers are also 

recommended to find a 
group of land managers in 
their area to work with on 
the issue. 

The NFPAP continues to 
build an information hub 
and links with other or-
ganisations – such as local 
and state governments, 
natural resource manage-
ment entities, recognised 
biosecurity groups and 
Landcare Australia – to 
assist land managers with 
this. 

It is important that an in-
dividual property strategy 
aligns with the local man-
agement group plan. 

All participants should 
be able to agree on the 
perceived benefits to take 
ownership of the manage-
ment strategies proposed. 

* continued P2

Feral pigs captured in a trap. Photo: Daniel Lewer of Hunter Land Management

A snapshot of an indoor finisher shed featured in the virtual tour.
by HEATHER CHANNON 

National Feral Pig Management
Co-ordinator
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OCT 11-14 – 14th SafePork Conference 2021 
www.safepork-conference.com

OCT 27 – QPCG Industry Day ‘Building 
Resilience in a Changing World’ Toowoomba

NOV 3 – PQI 2021 AGM (Virtual)  
john.coward1@gmail.com
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Association (APSA) Conference  
www.apsa.asn.au

NOV 21-23 – AVAMS21, Gold Coast  
www.avams2020.com.au
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Defining the problem 
sounds easy. 

It’s often not. 
Ensuring the problem is 

correctly defined is es-
sential to determining 
appropriate management 
strategies.

The impact of feral pigs 
in any given season can be 
unpredictable. 

This is further exac-
erbated by a lack of un-
derstanding of the rela-
tionship between feral 
pig density and their 
impacts. 

Therefore, deciding how 
much to invest in feral 
pig management is largely 
based on perceptions of 
economic significance 
of pig damage, risks that 
they may present and 
the degree to which the 
damage can be reduced 
by economically feasible 
and practicable control 
measures. 

These factors can also 
influence whether a land 
manager chooses to get 
involved in a local man-
agement group or not. 

Estimating the point 
where the costs of feral 

pig management equals 
the benefits is complex 
for many land managers, 
largely due to lack of in-
formation. 

This lack of data was 
also highlighted in the 
NFPAP 2020 stakeholder 
survey, which found that 
very few land managers 
regularly measure and re-
cord data on productivity 
or profitability losses – 
crop damage and live-
stock losses. 

Most data captured is 
on the number of pigs 
killed, which is not nec-
essarily useful if there is 
no knowledge of feral pig 
populations present. 

These data also do not 
inform outcomes achieved 
on targeted assets being 
protected. 

Outcomes of some eco-
nomic studies conducted 
to evaluate impacts from 
feral pigs to agriculture 
will be addressed in a fu-
ture article. 

To manage impacts from 
feral pigs, land managers 
need to consider their 
feral pig management op-
tions – local eradication, 
strategic management, 

crisis management or no 
management. 

Several local eradication 
programs are currently 
underway, including on 
Kangaroo Island in South 
Australia and Moreton Is-
land in Queensland. 

The NFPAP is focussed 
on strategic long-term 
management through sus-
tained reductions in feral 
pig populations to lessen 
their many impacts. 

To achieve this, feral pig 
populations will need to 
be reduced annually by at 
least 70 percent over long 
periods of time to prevent 
their recovery. 

The best practice man-
agement methods avail-
able for feral pigs are:

• Baiting – using 1080 
sodium fluoroacetate or 
Hoggone

• Aerial shooting
• Trapping
• Ground shooting 
• Exclusion fencing.
Combining or inte-

grating these best prac-
tice management methods 
is recommended as it is 
much more successful 
than any technique used 
alone. 

The options that may be 
available for use and how 
they can be applied do 
vary between states and 
territories, geographical 
location and habitats. 

Please refer to the Pest-
Smart website to access 
the ‘Model code of prac-
tice for the humane con-
trol of feral pigs’, as well 
as standard operating 
procedures for these best 
practice management 
methods.

Tips and tricks to apply 
these techniques will 
be discussed at our next 
free NFPAP stakeholder 
forum held virtually on 
Monday October 11 at 
1.30pm. 

Please get in touch at 
contact@feralpigs.com.au 
for details. 

The key to success of 
any management program 
is in the recording and use 
of information. 

This may include what 
was done, where, by 
whom, at what cost, what 
assets were protected, 
numbers of pigs killed per 
unit effort and the number 
of pigs remaining. 

This should then be used 

by groups of land man-
agers to better understand 
what works, what could be 
done better and how the 
program can be adapted to 
improve its effectiveness 
and efficiency. 

Increasingly, feral pig 
management strategies 
are being informed using 
technology, including field 
cameras, GPS collars and 
aerial surveillance via hel-
icopters and drones to help 
improve and measure their 
outcomes. 

We don’t have all the an-
swers and there are many 
gaps that need to be filled 
– not only to coordinate 
and better support land 
managers working to-
gether on the ground but 
to also ensure their feral 
pig management activities 
are as effective as possible. 

These are key priorities 
of the National Feral Pig 
Action Plan. 

Please feel free to 
contact me on heather.
channon@feralpigs.com.
au or call 0423 056 045 
to discuss your feral pig 
management issues and 
any information presented 
in this article. 

* from P1

NOTICE is hereby 
given that the An-
nual General Meeting 
of Australian Pork 
Limited ABN 83 092 
783 278 – APL or 
the Company – will 
be a virtual AGM on 
Wednesday November 
10, 2021 at 3.15pm.

The complete Notice 
of Annual General 
Meeting, including 
relevant registration 
and proxy forms and a 

link to the 2020-2021 
Annual Report, will 
be available from aus 
tralianpork.com.au no 
later than October 13, 
2021.

If you have any ques-
tions about this pro-
cess, please contact 
APL corporate and 
governance liaison 
Nikki Watson on 02 
6270 8814 or by email 
at nikki.watson@aus 
tralianpork.com.au 

PORK Queensland 
Inc announces the 
2021 annual general 
meeting will be held 
as a Microsoft Teams 
video meeting on 
November 3, 2021 at 
2.00pm.

The meeting will ad-
dress:

• The election of di-
rectors, including the 
statutory reporting re-
quirements

• The appointment of 
a policy officer

• Annual report, in-
cluding the latest on 
COVID-19 updates 
and African swine 
fever preparedness 

plus a summary of 
2021 representative 
activities

• The future plans for 
Pork Queensland Inc.

All current members 
will receive an invi-
tation by email prior 
to the date with the 
Teams communication 
platform link and more 
details on key issues.
Membership

Pork Queensland 
Inc welcomes new 
members to join the 
organisation and add 
to the strength of the 
representation offered 
to pork farmers. 

Help us help you and 

our Queensland in-
dustry. 

For more information 
on joining PQI, call 
president John Coward 
on 0407 622 166 or 
send an email to john.
coward1@gmail.com
Reminder

PQI AGM on No-
vember 3, 2021 via 
Teams invitation.

New members should 
contact president John 
Coward for registra-
tion details.

Current membership 
fees are $300 per year.
John Coward
Pork Queensland Inc 
– President 

Preparing your feral pig management plan

Concise notice 
of AGM 2021 

Notice of meeting AGM 2021
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Now you can buy the best heater in the market, along with any parts, at the best 
possible price direct from the manufacturer, AGCO Grain & Protein.

Hired-Hand heaters have been the trusted market leader in climate control systems  
within pig operations for over 40 years. 

The Super-Saver 225XL is known as the most efficient, rugged, best performing and 
trouble-free heaters in Australia. They are AGA Certified plus feature direct spark ignition, 
and at 225,000 BTU the Super-Saver can meet the needs of any agricultural operation.

BUY THE SUPER-SAVER 
225XL HEATER AND PARTS 
DIRECT TO SUPER SAVE

CONTACT AGCO GRAIN & PROTEIN 
FOR ALL YOUR PIG EQUIPMENT NEEDS. 

Thanks to AGCO Grain & Protein you could win yourself 
the best pig heater on the market by entering your 
details at www.hiredhand.com.au 

The heater prize package is valued at $1,490* so don’t delay 
and enter today. Winning a Super-Saver 225XL heater means 
you’ll be able to maintain consistent temperature control and 
optimal growing conditions in your piggery.

*Please see the website www.hiredhand.com.au for full competition terms and conditions.

WIN A SUPER-SAVER 
225XL HEATER.

$1,490*PRIZE 
VALUE INCL. GST

P: (03) 9313 0313 
E: ANZpigequipment@agcocorp.com 

W: agcograinandprotein.com.au

With distribution warehouses found in  
Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth we can  
quickly and easily deliver to your farm.

http://www.porknews.com.au
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THE Australian Com-
petition and Consumer 
Commission has now 
outlined its preliminary 
competition concerns 
about JBS Australia Pty 
Ltd’s proposed acquisi-
tion of Rivalea Hold-
ings Pty Ltd and Ox-
dale Dairy Enterprise 
Pty Ltd – together Ri-
valea – in a statement 
of issues it published on 
September 16. 

In my August column 
I wrote that it was pre-
dictable that the JBS 
acquisition of Rivalea, 
announced on June 8 by 
Rivalea owner QAF, was 
now subject to the ACCC 
and Foreign Investment 
Review Board’s determi-
nations before the $175 
million bid could proceed. 

NSW meat wholesaler 
BE Campbell – family 
owned since 1969 – was 
the unsuccessful bidder, 
and it had pre-approval 
from the ACCC for the 
purchase. 

Responding on Sep-
tember 16 to the ACCC’s 
statement that day, man-
aging director Ted Camp-
bell expressed the com-
pany’s appreciation that 
the ACCC had recognised 
competition concerns in 
the proposed acquisition.

“We welcome the AC-
CC’s decision to continue 
to investigate the potential 
negative impact on com-
petition in the Australian 
pork industry should the 
JBS deal proceed,” Mr 
Campbell said.

“We look forward to 
making a submission to 
the ACCC and encourage 
others who share our 
concerns about JBS’s in-
creased market power to 
do the same.”

Below is the ACCC’s 
September 16 statement 
of issues.

JBS is Australia’s 
largest meat and food 
processing company. 

Rivalea farms and pro-
cesses pigs. 

If the acquisition pro-
ceeds, JBS will have a 
significant presence in 
pig farming, export ac-
credited pig abattoirs and 
smallgoods through its 
Primo brand.

ACCC deputy chair 

Mick Keogh said: “The 
ACCC’s preliminary view 
is that while JBS and 
Rivalea do not compete 
closely, the proposed ac-
quisition may give rise to 
vertical integration con-
cerns.”

Rivalea’s Diamond 
Valley Pork abattoir cur-
rently provides service 
kills to third parties. 

The ACCC is concerned 
that post-acquisition 
JBS may have the incen-
tive, particularly due to 
its ownership of Primo, 
to frustrate service kills 
at that abattoir by in-
creasing prices, offering 
less favourable terms or 
foreclosing access.

The ACCC is also con-
cerned that JBS may in-
crease the price of fresh 
pork or reduce supply to 
competing smallgoods 

producers and pork 
wholesalers. 

The ACCC is con-
sidering whether rival 
smallgoods producers 
and wholesalers’ reduced 
access to fresh pork or 
increased costs may also 
impact retail supply.

“We are concerned that 
JBS’ existing interests 
may give it the incen-
tive to restrict access to 
service kills at the Dia-
mond Valley Pork abat-
toir, as well as frustrate 
access to fresh pork for 
its downstream rivals in 
smallgoods production 
and pork wholesaling,” 
Mr Keogh said.

“Our concern is not 
limited to JBS potentially 
denying access to pro-
cessing facilities, it’s also 
about the price and terms 
on which access would be 
provided.”

The ACCC believes the 
proposed acquisition is 
unlikely to raise hori-
zontal overlap concerns 
in relation to the acquisi-
tion of slaughter weight 
pigs, supply of service 
kills or pork processing, 
as JBS and Rivalea do not 
compete closely.

The ACCC published a 
statement of issues and 
is seeking further infor-
mation from interested 

parties by September 30, 
2021. 

When questioned on 
ABC Victoria Country 
Hour on September 22 
about the possible market 
competition ramifications 
of the JBS takeover of Ri-
valea, Federal Agriculture 
Minister David Little-
proud said, “We see in the 
supermarket space, where 
we’ve got two or three big 
players – they are control-
ling a lot of the market 
with respect to groceries 
and that hasn’t been, in 
my mind, all that good 
for particularly primary 
producers in the past.”

“So that’s why it is good 
to have competition. 

“It gives our producers 
the opportunity to send 
their product into com-
petitors as quickly and as 
effectively as they can. 

“I want to make sure our 
producers have opportuni-
ties to spread their risks, 
to use as many markets as 
they can to get the fairest 
price that they want. 

“Farmers don’t want 
charity – they just want a 
fair price, they want a fair 
market. 

“And that’s what the 
ACCC will ensure in any 
determination that can be 
provided into the future.” 

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness 

Public Relations Skills that will 

build your business, enhance 

your brand, promote your 

products and sell your services, 

all backed by unsurpassed 

professionalism, experience  

and track record.

Contact Brendon Cant 

M  0417 930 536   E  brendon@iinet.net.au

ACCC has a lot to go through in determining if JBS is to be the successful bidder 
for Rivalea and who will be left behind.

AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited is hosting a 
series of webinars in 
October to update on 
current industry pro-
jects and priorities for 
the future.

All producers and in-
dustry stakeholders are 
welcome, with topics 
covered informing dis-
cussions with APL del-
egates in November.

The webinars include:
Emergency animal 
disease preparedness

On-farm biosecurity 
planning and traceability 
– Wednesday October 13 
from 3-5pm.
Valuable provenance

APL’s sustainability 
framework – results of 
the Adelaide smallgoods 
trial and country of 
origin labelling update 
– Thursday October 14 
from 3-5pm.

Driving innovation
New research and in-

novation portfolios, 
research extension and 
adoption – Friday Oc-
tober 15 from 3-5pm.
Registration

We encourage at-
tendees to join all three 
webinars, however ses-

sions will be recorded 
and shared post event to 
provide maximum flex-
ibility and accessibility 
for attendees.

To register, visit aus 
t r a l i a np ork. com. au /
events or email events@
australianpork.com.au 

APL 2021 webinar series

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT

ACCC concerned about JBS buying Rivalea

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://aussiepumps.com.au
http://www.australianpork.com.au/events
http://www.australianpork.com.au/events
mailto:events@australianpork.com.au
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Leaders in Thermal & Architectural Building Solutions

econoclad
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ENERGY is a costly 
part of the diet. 

For a cereal grain fed to 
pigs, 1 MJ/kg of available 
energy equates to $20-25 
per tonne when wheat is 
valued at $300/tonne. 

Today we feed our pigs 
using least cost diet for-
mulations, applying pre-
cise digestible energy 
values to cereal grains, 
which can constitute up to 
70 percent of the diet. 

It is precision farming 
at its best, optimising en-
ergy utilisation and re-
ducing production costs. 

Energy values are rap-
idly obtained by scanning 
whole grains with near 
infrared technology. 

We can now track pig 
DE values as they come 
into the mill and formu-
late accordingly. 

Knowing more about 
your grain is an enabler. 

Diets become more cost 
effective with production 
flows, more uniform and 
predictable. 

How we got here is a 
good story and involves 
industry foresight, excel-
lent science and the appli-
cation of NIR technology.
Early days of grain as-
sessment for livestock 

Traditionally, feed 
grains have been traded 
on the basis of their pro-
tein content, test weight 
kg/hl and screenings con-
tent. 

However, energy assess-
ment was not part of grain 
quality assessment and 
therefore not closely as-
sociated with traditional 
trading measures. 

We know that DE values 
of cereal grain vary 
widely within and be-
tween grain types. 

Assessing the DE value 
of cereal grains in the 
mid-1990s involved a 
calculation applied to the 
Grain Trade Australia 
test weight measure, or a 
prediction equation devel-
oped from the chemical 
composition of the grain. 

Both measures had their 
limitations. 

The test weight is a 
measure of density and 
low-density grains have 
low faecal DE content, 
which made sense as this 
is likely due to low starch 
and high fibre content. 

However, for grains 
higher than the GTA 
target weight there was 
very poor differentiation 
of faecal DE values be-
tween samples. 

Using prediction equa-
tions based on chemical 

composition of the grain 
over predicted the en-
ergy value of low faecal 
DE grains, as well as not 
discriminating between 
grain type or grain sam-
ples – as an example, 
the National Research 
Council of USA 2012 cal-
culation. 

The intensive livestock 
industries required ac-
curate measures of grain 
quality in order to pur-
chase consistent high-
quality feed grains. 

The Premium Grains for 
Livestock Program began 
in 1996 and one of its 
goals was to determine a 
more rational procedure 
to accurately predict the 
available energy content 
of cereal grains for live-
stock. 

The agricultural in-
dustry had adopted NIR 
technology in the early 
1980s and in 1996, with 
the aid of a Foss 6500 
NIR instrument, the 
PGLP began its first pig 
DE study to develop the in 
vivo energy calibrations 
that would transform how 
we assess grain quality 
today. 

A little over 100 grain 
samples were used to es-
tablish the PGLP calibra-
tions – which were ac-
quired by the Pork CRC 
– and continued to add 
to the data set through a 
series of pig DE studies. 

Today, the current Aus-
Scan Online calibrations 
are the most accurate 
method of predicting 
pig DE values for cereal 
grains. 

And believe it or not, 
there is more to do.
Not just another pig DE 
study

The University of Mel-
bourne, supported by the 
Australasian Pork Re-
search Institute Limited, 
is about to start the thirty-
fourth pig DE study. 

Yes, there have been 33 
earlier studies! 

The individual experi-
ments are linked by grain 
samples used in earlier 
experiments. 

These are known as 
connectivity grains and 
comprise about 30 per-
cent of tested samples per 
experiment. 

This study design helps 
reduce the variation due 
to experimental condi-
tions. 

To date, the pig DE 
calibrations contains 
six different grain types 
from approximately 400 
different samples tested 
on three pig genotypes 
in four different research 
institutions. 

The UM study will add 
to a large complex experi-
ment, each study joined 
by connectivity grains. 

This experimental de-
sign allows for continuous 
updating of the calibra-
tion to ensure the latest 
grains fed to pigs are in-
cluded in the calibration.
Grains are carefully 
selected for each experi-
ment

The effect of environ-
ment – growing condi-
tions – on the energy 
value of grains for live-
stock is often greater than 
the effect of cultivar. 

The original PGLP cali-
brations contained only a 
few representative sam-
ples of weather damaged 
and pinched grains, and 
no triticale or maize sam-
ples. 

Subsequent experiments 
by the Pork CRC con-
tained a wider range of 
cereal grains from Aus-
tralia, including triticale 
and maize as well as 
natural and artificially 
weather damaged grains. 

These upgrades served 
to improve the robustness 
of the calibrations. 

In the UM study we are 
looking to include more 
maize samples as inter-
national use of the cali-

bration is still growing 
and regions such as North 
America, Latin American 
and Asia predominantly 
use maize in pig diets. 
Data collection con-
sistent over the past 25 
years

For ileal and faecal 
DE assessment, pigs are 
surgically fitted with a 
simple T-piece cannula. 

To facilitate the collec-
tion of ileal digesta and 
faeces, pigs are trans-
ferred into metabolism 
cages. 

The samples of digesta 
and faeces undergo sub-
sequent chemical analysis 
and gross energy meas-
urements. 

The pigs – about 25kg 
– are on test for approx-
imately 70 days and in 
that time are fed different 
treatments diets. 

Treatment diets are cold 
pressed pelleted and con-
sist predominantly of the 
test grain with a mineral 
vitamin premix. 

The grain samples will 
be sent to the NSW De-
partment of Primary In-
dustry in Wagga Wagga 
for NIR scanning using 
the same machine from 
previous experiments. 

The spectrographs from 
each sample, the associ-
ated wet chemistry and 
gross energy values will 
be analysed by a statisti-
cian and grain reference 
values will be prepared 
for the calibration up-
grade. 

Today, a feed mill re-
ceives a delivery of wheat, 
a sample is taken to be 
NIR scanned, the spectre 
file uploaded and read 
by a computer and before 
the driver is back in his 
seat to dump the load, the 
AusScan Online energy 
calibrations appear on a 
computer screen. 

Surely that is impres-
sive. 

To the PGLP pioneers, 
it’s gold. 

For ileal and faecal digestible energy assessment, pigs are surgically fitted with a simple T-piece cannula.

Progress assessing feed ingredientsMark these dates in your calendar

The Australasian Pig Science Association 
is pleased to announce that

the 2021 APSA Biennial Conference 
will be held at the 

Sofitel Brisbane, QLD, Australia
and online

15th - 18th November 2021

Visit the website for more details
www.apsa.asn.au

Registrations Open

Lorem ipsum

REGISTRATION 
TYPE

Early 
Bird

Full

Full $825.00 $1,125.00
Day $455.00 $555.00

Student $380.00 $430.00
Virtual $495.00 $595.00

Full $1,025.00 $1,325.00
Day $555.00 $655.00

Student $430.00 $480.00
Virtual $595.00 $695.00

APSA MEMBER

NON MEMBER

Australasian Pig Science Association (Inc)

Sofitel Brisbane, Australia

15th - 18th 
November 2021

APSA 2021
18TH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

brisbane australia

http://www.porknews.com.au
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Contact Apiam Animal Health to discuss how Data Pig can benefit  
your farm operations and production.

1800 426 142 datapig@apiam.com.au datapig.com.au
®

Data Pig and PROSWINE are registered trademarks of Apiam Animal Health.

Electronic health recording 
program

Synchronised with veterinary 
treatment protocols

Treatment and vaccination 
dosage instructions

Collaborative use by workers, 
managers and vets

APIQ compliant records and 
PowerBI data analysis

Securely stored data owned 
and accessed approved  
by producer

Antimicrobial Stewardship Made Easy

1. PIG HEALTH 
MONITORING 
• Real Time

• Remote 
monitoring of 

treatments 
and mortality 

• Quicker 
response 
to health 

problems

 2. IMPROVED  
 COMPLIANCE 

 • Digital Quality 
Assurance 

• Improved 
accuracy of 
treatments 
and health 
records

3. ANTIMICROBIAL STEWARDSHIP

• Accurate antimicrobial usage  
measurements and recording 
• Ease of usage benchmarking  

and monitoring

http://www.porknews.com.au
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ONE Australian pump 
manufacturer that is 
focussed on the pork 
industry is Australian 
Pump Industries.

Nicknamed ‘Aussie 
Pumps’, the company is 
focussed on providing the 
industry with the most 
cost efficient, practical 
and reliable products.

For the past 18 years it 
has supplied high pres-
sure cleaning equipment 
to the biggest piggery in 
the Singapore, Malaysian 
and Indonesian area – lo-
cated on Batam Island. 

The farm ships 1000 
live pigs across the straits 
to Singapore every night 
for processing.

The machines – tried 
and proven over a period 
of years – are a ‘pig-
gery special’ developed 
by Aussie Pumps.

Built into a unique er-
gonomically designed 
frame made from stain-
less steel, the pressure 
cleaners are powered by 
either Honda 13hp petrol 
engines or Yanmar 10hp 
diesels.

The pumps produce 
a great combination of 
pressure and flow de-
signed to move waste ma-
terial fast.

The farm runs around 
20 of these machines 
fitted with pumps that 
have the capability of 
up to 21L/min flow and 
2600psi pressure.

Aussie Pump’s product 

manager Mood Ellahi 
said: “They use Aussie 
Pumps’ turbos as part of 
the kit, which effectively 
doubles the pressure of 
the machine and cuts 
cleaning times dramati-
cally.”

Another practical 
product that Aussie 
Pumps brings to the pork 
industry is a range of cor-
rosion resistant 316 stain-
less-steel cast pumps that 
have the ability to pass 
solids in suspension.

“These pumps are de-
signed with big open 
impellers and will self-
prime through a vertical 
lift of up to six metres,” 
Mr Ellahi said.

“They are also avail-
able in a cast iron semi-
trash configuration, 
which means that they 
have a front opening port 
for easy clean out in the 
event of a choke.

“Those cast iron pumps 
are often fitted with 316 
stainless-steel impellers, 
providing longevity and 
reliable low cost opera-
tion.”

A new entry in the 
pump range is a high 
head semi-trash pump 
that does a massive 70m 
head but will still handle 
solids in suspension up to 
19mm.

“It has taken a long time 
to develop this product, 
but coming out with a 
self-priming pump that 
will do 1000L/min as 

maximum flow and at the 
same time a maximum 
head of 70m means real 
efficiency at the farm,” 
Mr Ellahi said.

“It has the ability to 
move effluent liquids 
long distances over hori-
zontal surfaces where re-
quired.”

The company doesn’t 
only make pumps and 
pressure cleaners.

It also actively cam-
paigns for water security 
for regional Australia.

“This huge country that 
has made me feel at home 
could feed the world,” Mr 
Ellahi said.

“All it needs is the 
government to provide 
farmers of all types of ag, 
food and fibre with water 
security.”

Further information, 
including stories about 
water security for re-
gional Australia, is avail-
able from Aussie Pumps 
at aussiepumps.com.au or 
on 02 8865 3500. 

THE Australian Meat 
Industry Council is 
again calling on the 
Office of Victorian 
Premier Daniel An-
drews, Victorian chief 
health officer Professor 
Brett Sutton and the 
DHHS to consult di-
rectly with the industry 
on the current work-
force caps in place for 
meat processing and 
manufacturing in met-
ropolitan Melbourne.

On Saturday August 
21, the Victorian Pre-
mier Daniel Andrews 
announced at a press 
conference that abattoir 
and meat processing fa-
cilities in metropolitan 
Melbourne would be 
subject to workforce 
capacity restrictions, 
stating “things like ab-
attoirs, meat processing 
centres and very large 
supermarket distribu-
tion centres, cool stores, 
things of that nature, 
will be under new ar-
rangements to limit the 
movement and to limit 
wide-spread infection in 
Melbourne.”

“We will reach out and 
speak with all those in-
dustry stakeholders and 
make sure they’re fully 
briefed,” Premier Daniel 
Andrews said.

Neither the AMIC – 
nor any AMIC meat 
processing or manu-
facturing member op-
erating in metropolitan 
Melbourne – was con-
tacted by the Premier’s 
department or DHHS 
prior to or immediately 
following the Premier’s 
announcement.

AMIC were advised 
via the Premier’s web-
site then Agriculture 
Victoria that it would be 
a 20 percent reduction 
in workforce, as well as 
increased surveillance 
testing with no clear di-
rection on that process.

AMIC chief execu-
tive officer Patrick 
Hutchison said, “While 

shocking to see the out-
comes of the response 
to construction industry 
interventions by this 
government, the Premier 
has mandated vaccina-
tion for the construction 
industry, stating there 
are more cases in con-
struction than there are 
people in hospital with 
COVID.” 

“If the DHHS have in-
dustry stats, are they able 
to provide the number of 
meat workers that have 
the virus which has 
ensured we need these 
workforce caps? 

“We have not been in-
formed nor consulted on 
these statistics, nor have 
our vaccination rates 
been considered.

“We believe that there 
are no sites that have had 
any onsite cases.

“This would no doubt 
be due to 25 percent of 
sites having more than 
80 percent of workforce 
fully vaccinated and al-
most 50 percent having 
between 50-80 per-
cent fully vaccinated, 
according to AMIC 
member data.

“The same data ig-
nored by Premier An-
drews, the DHHS and 
the Health Minister,” Mr 
Hutchison said.

As at September 22, 
AMIC had still not heard 
from the DHHS, the Vic-
torian Health Minister 
nor the Victorian Pre-
mier’s department. 

AMIC has written 
to the Health Minister 
jointly with the Aus-
tralian Chicken Meat 
Federation and Seafood 
Industry Victoria. 

Again, there has been 
no response to date.

In another ‘ruse’ from 
this government on 
consulting with the in-
dustry, a statement re-
leased by Premier An-
drews on September 20, 
titled ‘Business consul-
tation helps shape path 
out of pandemic’, named 

AMIC as having been 
consulted with and in-
vited to a roundtable of 
“industry leaders” with 
Minister for Small Busi-
ness Jaala Pulford. 

In fact, AMIC was part 
of a group of 250 asso-
ciations and individuals 
invited to a briefing by 
Department of Jobs, 
Precincts and Regions. 

This is not industry 
consultation.

Leader of The Na-
tionals Peter Walsh has 
also called on the An-
drews Labor Govern-
ment to work with in-
dustry.
Meat supply at risk 
after processors over-
looked in Victoria’s 
‘roadmap’

For every day these 
workforce reductions 
are in place, there is a 
growing impact on the 
supply chain including 
farmers, producers, 
processors, manufac-
turers, wholesalers, cold 
stores, independent local 
butchers, and supermar-
kets.

AMIC’s processing 
and manufacturing 
members in metropol-
itan Melbourne have 
reported the need to 
spread their workforce 
up to a seven-day week, 
with tens of thousands 
of dollars being paid 
in penalty rates, loss of 
large contracts due to 
not being able to guar-
antee supply, with one 
reporting that over 100 
tonnes of Christmas 
hams have been diverted 
away due to processing 
constraints.

“We have nervous 
smallgoods manufac-
turers in metro Mel-
bourne right now,” said 
Mr Hutchinson.

“They have said it all 
comes down to labour, 
if they can’t be certain 
they have the labour, 
they can’t forecast to 
meet the Christmas ham 
demand.”

Currently storage 
stocks are being used 
to meet orders, how-
ever the real impact on 
the sector will be felt 
in four to six weeks if 
workforce restrictions 
continue, which will 
also provide uncer-
tainty for farmers and 
producers.

With Australia’s major 
spring lamb ‘flush’ 
now fully in operation, 
Metro Melbourne lamb 
processors and Vic-
torian and Australian 
lamb farmers, will be 
impacted severely. 

Meat and Livestock 
Australia analysis – mla.
com.au/prices-markets/
m a r k e t - n ew s / 2 0 21 /
impacts-of-victorian-ab 
attoir-restrictions – has 
pointed out that if this 
continues to Melbourne 
Cup Day there is a po-
tential lamb surplus of 
250,000 lambs. 

At a time when Vic-
torian and other Aus-
tralian farmers can 
finally obtain benefit 
from a good season, Pre-
mier Andrews will be 
taking this away from 
them. 

This will impact prices 
and there is not enough 
capacity to take up the 
surplus.

“We are also seeking 
clarification on what 
the ‘further obligations’ 
mean in the roadmap 
with regards to meat 
processing – will we as 
the peak industry body 
be consulted on these 
obligations?” said Mr 
Hutchison.

“What is the Victo-
rian Premier’s message 
to farmers and meat 
industry supply chain 
workers while these 
workforce restrictions 
continue?

“What is the message 
to consumers as we 
manage a reduced food 
processing industry in 
Melbourne coming up to 
Christmas?” 

■ Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au 

2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 ABN 11 003 543 548                 Mobile: 0437 431 901 

Victoria: Ben Slots  Phone: (03) 9462 4266 
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mobile: 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

Aussie Pumps’ high head 
semi-trash pump han-
dles solids in suspension 
up to 19mm.

The combination of flow and pressure on the stainless-steel ‘Scud’ pump is 
designed to move waste material fast.

Aussie Pumps Asian export action

Meat industry in the dark on Melbourne workforce caps

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://aussiepumps.com.au
http://mla.com.au/prices-markets/market-news/2021/impacts-of-victorian-abattoir-restrictions
http://mla.com.au/prices-markets/market-news/2021/impacts-of-victorian-abattoir-restrictions
http://mla.com.au/prices-markets/market-news/2021/impacts-of-victorian-abattoir-restrictions
http://mla.com.au/prices-markets/market-news/2021/impacts-of-victorian-abattoir-restrictions
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AN initiative by Aus-
tralian Pork Limited to 
reclaim International 
Bacon Day has created a 
stir across the nation. 

In the lead up to Sep-
tember 4, the tongue in 
cheek campaign dropped 
the ‘Inter’ to celebrate 
‘National Bacon Day’ as 
a reminder to shoppers to 
do the ‘Aussie check’ for 
the country-of-origin label 
when buying smallgoods. 

And in a show of alle-
giance to Australian pork 
producers, supply chains 
across the nation rallied 
behind the cause.

PorkStar’s Colin Fass-
nidge and Chefs on 
Wheels’ Paul Baker were 
among the notable chefs 
who curated extravagant 
three-course Aussie bacon 
lockdown menus. 

Butchers nationwide cel-
ebrated all things small-
goods with in-store pro-
motions and online givea-
ways.

APL partnered with 
retailer Harris Farm to 
create an ‘Aussie bacon 
pack’, showcasing some of 
the finest Australian bacon 
products available. 

Harris Farm reports 
selling so many bacon 
bundles it has gone on to 
make them a permanent 
offer to online customers.

Bacon Day fell on the 
same weekend as Father’s 
Day, which saw Austral-
ians queuing around the 
block at local cafes and 
restaurants to savour ba-
cony treats made espe-
cially for the day. 

Participating cafes and 
restaurants reported strong 
social media engagement, 
with one cafe’s post shared 
600 times.

The message about im-
ported pork on Australian 
shelves echoed resound-
ingly in news media, with 
over 35 pieces of local and 
national coverage across 
print, online, social and 

broadcast platforms.
Highlights included ABC 

Radio, Sunday Telegraph 
Eat Street, the Herald Sun, 
Good Food, Delicious, 
Time Out Sydney and 
Weekend Today.

On the day, engagement 
with APL’s social media 
reached 340,000 with over 
700 new followers on APL’s 
Instagram page alone. 

Food influencer Em-
mylou Loves and Mas-
terchef’s Conor Curran 
created bacon recipes to 
further amplify social 
reach of the campaign.

Overall, the campaign 
reached over 2.5 million 
Australians, which is no 
mean feat in a media cycle 
dominated by COVID-19 
impacts.

The focus for media 
and socials will remain 
on Australian bacon until 
we shift to Australian 
Christmas ham season in 
November. 
Lylle Balzer-Blackstock

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. 
®Ingelvac CircoFLEX is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0029-2021

Your trusted partner

More than 10 years of 
experience with more data 

than any comparable vaccine

When you demand 
performance, 

 turn to the product 
you trust

‘Borderleen’, 4,935ha* (12,195ac*), Taldra, SA

• 38km* Renmark, 135km* Mildura, 277km* Adelaide
• Gently undulating arable land, mostly sandy loams
• Certified 600 sow ‘farrow to finish’ production 

unit. Fully integrated, scale of operation & efficiency 
• 4 homes, main homes with extensive renovations
• Strategically located livestock handling facilities
• Each paddock is securely watered via SA mains 

water

Expressions of 
Interest Closing, 1pm 
Thurs 28 October 2021

Daniel Schell  
0415 436 379

Geoff Schell  
0418 842 421

Ray White Rural SA

RLA 264169

*approx.

Profitable Farming, Integrated Agriculture Enterprise

raywhiteruralsouthaustralia.com.au 

CLA132_Stock Journal_Quarter_186x129_C1_V1.indd   1 2/9/21   12:02 pm

PorkStar’s Colin Fassnidge was one of the notable chefs who curated extravagant 
three-course Aussie bacon lockdown menus. 

APL reclaims International Bacon Day
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AN ambitious strategy is 
underway to broaden the 
scope of innovation at 
Australian Pork Limited. 

The new innovation 
plan was designed to 
support the implementa-
tion of APL’s strategic 
plan launched in 2020 by 
driving an approach that 
takes on challenges and 
opportunities in the pork 
supply chain. 

As part of the innovation 
process, APL has engaged 
with a group called Meth-
odry to help facilitate con-
sultation with the wider 
pork industry on three key 
areas of investment.

These include improved 
animal health, lower feed 
costs and higher weaned 
per sow areas, which sit 
under the strategic theme 
of reducing the cost of pro-
duction and processing.

Solutions to reducing 
COPP were developed 
during consultation. 

The best opportunities 
were then presented to 
industry stakeholders for 
feedback via focus groups. 

These included pro-
ducers from a variety of 
production systems and 
sizes, industry consult-
ants such as veterinarians 
and nutritionists, supply 
chain representatives and 
researchers. 

It is one of the most im-
portant steps in the pro-
cess to determine what 
and how levy payer funds 
will be invested in re-
search and development. 

To date, the highest-
ranking opportunities for 
improving herd health and 
reducing feed costs that 
were deemed worthy of 
industry investment have 
been developed into re-
quest for research pro-
posals. 

Decisions were guided 
by key principals, in-
cluding is it innovative and 
new, is it a game changer, 
will it make a difference 
and, is it realistic?

Three specific priori-
ties were identified for 
improving herd health, 
forming the basis of the 
request for research pro-
posals, including:

• Develop and commer-
cially demonstrate smart 
health monitoring systems 
which act as early warning 
alerts

• Develop and demon-
strate improved efficacy 
of single dose vaccines for 
producer confidence

• Develop industry re-
source material and com-
mercial demonstration 
of the latest technology 
in pen cleaning, pen de-
contamination and long-

acting disinfectants to 
reduce pathogen load be-
tween cleaning cycles. 

Innovative proposals 
were received from a wide 
variety of researchers 
from within and outside 
the pig industry.

Several proposals have 
sufficiently addressed the 
targeted priority areas 
and are being contracted 
to commence as research 
projects from October 
2021. 

These projects will be 
highlighted in future ar-
ticles. 

The top four priorities 
for reducing feed costs in-
cluded:

• Accelerated genetic 
gain in biological feed ef-
ficiency

• Innovative solutions 
to address the ‘transition’ 
period immediately after 
weaning

• Human food waste as 
pig feed

• Agricultural waste or 
by-products as an alterna-
tive feed source for pigs. 

A request for research 
proposals around the first 
two priorities will be re-
leased this month. 

APL will continue to 
network for cross collabo-
rative and wider funding 
opportunities for solutions 
in the human food waste, 

agricultural waste and ag-
ricultural by-products for 
use as safe consistent pig 
feed ingredients. 

Projects will commence 
in late 2021.

A similar process will be 
applied to the third area of 
investment – number of 
pigs weaned per sow. 

At the time of writing, 
over 40 APL members had 
participated with over-
whelmingly positive feed-

back about how rewarding 
the process has been. 

Presentation of the con-
cepts are clear and simple 
to understand, with a max-
imum of five participants 
in focus groups from sim-
ilar production systems, 
there is ample opportunity 
to contribute. 

Consultation takes 
slightly over an hour via 
video conference and can 
be conducted at times to 

fit your schedule, after 
hours included. 

If you would like to be 
involved in the upcoming 
focus groups on increasing 
the number of pigs weaned 
per sow in late October or 
early November, now is 
your chance. 

Please contact APL 
manager production inno-
vation Dr Rebecca Athorn 
at rebecca.athorn@aus 
tralianpork.com.au or on 

0436 655 015.
For more questions 

about the overall research 
and development invest-
ment process and innova-
tion plan, please contact 
APL general manager re-
search and innovation Dr 
Rob Smits at rob.smits@
australianpork.com.au or 
on 0418 648 293. 
Dr Rebecca Athorn, 
Production Innovation 
Manager, APL

PIGLETS born to heat-
stressed sows may carry 
the burden of their 
mom’s discomfort later 
in life in the form of 
health complications 
and diminished perfor-
mance.

Now, this so-called ‘in 
utero heat stress’ may 
also hypersensitise the 
piglet’s immune system, 
potentially doing more 
harm than good to the 
young animals, a team 
of Agricultural Research 
Service and university 
scientists has learned.

Pigs are more suscep-
tible to heat stress due to 
an inability to sweat. 

This places them at 
greater risk of health 
and production prob-
lems that can add up to 
millions of dollars annu-
ally in revenue losses to 
swine producers.

Research has shown 
that pigs experiencing 
heat stress during preg-
nancy can predispose 
their offspring to com-
plications later in life 
that can lead to dimin-
ished performance, in-
cluding efficient feed 
use, growth rate and 
ultimately, pork produc-
tion. 

However, based in In-
diana in the US, ARS 
Livestock Behaviour 
Research Unit animal 
scientist Dr Jay S 
Johnson noted that less 
is known about how 
this heat stress affects 
their offspring’s innate 
immunity, or first-line 
defence against disease-
causing bacteria and 
other pathogens.

Pigs that experience 
heat stress while preg-
nant can predispose 
their offspring to health 
complications and di-
minished performance 
later in life.

To learn more, Dr 
Johnson teamed with 
his ARS laboratory 
colleagues and scien-
tists from the Purdue 
University in West 
Lafayette Indiana, the 
Oak Ridge Institute 
for Science and Edu-
cation in Oak Ridge 
Tennessee and the Uni-
versity of Missouri in 
Columbia Missouri.

Following established 
animal care and wel-
fare guidelines, the 
team evaluated two 
groups of piglets. 

The first group con-
sisted of 16 piglets born 
to mothers exposed to 
stressful temperature 
cycles ranging from 
26-36C during the first 
half of pregnancy. 

The second group of 
16 were born to mums 
exposed to a ‘comfort-
able’ 17C.

The researchers then 
simulated a pathogen 
attack on the piglets 
using lipopolysaccha-
ride, a molecule found 
in the cell walls of 
some bacteria. 

Blood samples were 
drawn to monitor cer-
tain markers of the 
piglets’ innate immune 
response, including 
glucose, insulin, non-

esterified fatty acids, 
cortisol (a stress hor-
mone) and cytokines 
(markers of inflamma-
tion). 

These, along with 
white blood cell counts, 
were compared to a li-
popolysaccharide-free 
group of piglets used 
as controls.

Among their find-
ings, reported in the 
December 2020 issue 
of the Journal of An-
imal Science, the re-
searchers observed:

The core body tem-
peratures of the in 
utero heat-stressed and 
non-stressed piglets 
given the lipopolysac-
charide were about the 
same.

However, in utero 
heat-stressed piglets 
had higher levels of 
the stress hormone cor-
tisol.

These same piglets 
also had greater cy-
tokine (markers of in-
flammation) levels in 
response to the lipopol-
ysaccharide challenge, 
which provided evi-
dence of a hypersensi-
tive immune response. 

The researchers 
worry this could trans-
late to greater risk of 
pain, infection, organ 

failure and other com-
plications in such pig-
lets under real-world 
production systems.

Dr Johnson said their 
research dovetails with 
increasing concern over 
the potential impacts of 
global climate change 
on swine welfare and 
management – espe-
cially in regions of the 
world prone to frequent 
or prolonged drought 
and heat waves.

With support from 
USDA's National Insti-
tute of Food and Agri-
culture, the team is also 
taking a genomic ap-
proach to pre-empting 
the effects of in utero 
heat stress on piglets. 

Of particular in-
terest is using genomic 
markers to flag traits 
for improved heat toler-
ance in sows used for 
breeding.

“To achieve this goal, 
we are partnering 
with two major swine 
breeding companies,” 
Dr Johnson said. 

“Our hope is that 
completion of this 
project will provide 
swine producers with a 
cost-effective strategy 
to reduce the negative 
impact of in utero heat 
stress on swine.” 

Piglets pay the price of mum’s heat stress

Industry leads the way on innovation investments

If this seems like you, expressions of interest should be emailed  
with attached résumé to Richard Evison at jobs@westpork.com.au

WESTPORK is Western Australia’s largest pork 
producer with over 150 employees spread  
across 13 sites.  Due to the retirement of one of 
our farm managers and the expansion of a new 
facility, two exciting opportunities have arisen for 
experienced Farm Managers.

Westpork is currently seeking self-motivated 
candidates to join our management team.   
The successful candidates will be reliable, 
enthusiastic individuals with strong written  
and verbal communication skills.

To be successful in this role, the candidates will 
need to:

•  have a sound knowledge of livestock breeding 
and production;

•  be able to meet and exceed company 
production targets and KPIs;

•  have exceptional stockperson skills and the 
ability to apply the highest of animal welfare 
standards expected by the business;

•  demonstrate the ability to work in a team-
based environment and manage and direct 
staff accordingly;

•  the ability to be proactive and hard-working 
and to develop a strong team around them; 
and

•  the ability to apply mandatory OHS and QA 
standards required by the business.

Pig Farm Manager

An online industry review group with consultant Melissa Gilson (top left) discussing the future innovation 
needed to reduce feed costs long term for the pork industry. 

Research has shown that pigs experiencing heat stress during pregnancy can 
predispose their offspring to complications later in life. Photo: Christina Abken

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://rebecca.athorn@australianpork.com.au
mailto:rob.smits@australianpork.com.au
mailto:rob.smits@australianpork.com.au
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THE framework for a 
new Australian agricul-
ture visa has been put 
in place by the Federal 
Government to address 
workforce shortages in 
the agriculture sector. 

Announced in August 
this year, the broad-
ranging visa is part of the 
government’s commit-
ment to support Austral-
ia’s primary industries. 

It builds on the suc-
cess of existing Pacific 
Island labour programs 
by providing access to 
skilled, semi-skilled and 
unskilled workers for ag-
riculture initially from 
member countries of the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations.

It’s a welcome an-
nouncement in light of 
continued stories from 
producers struggling to 
operate with persistent 

staff shortages, exacer-
bated by COVID-19 and 
border closures. 

Edwina Beveridge at 
Blantyre Farms near 
Young in NSW has all but 
given up on trying to fill 
vacancies. 

“We’re currently adver-
tising for two labourer po-
sitions and have received 
only one application who 
is not appropriate,” Ms 

Beveridge said. 
“We would also take 1-2 

more pig hands if avail-
able but have received so 
little interest lately that we 
don’t currently have this 
advertised.’’

Despite the implementa-
tion of the new framework 
in September, workers 
will not yet be available 
under the new visa. 

Work under a prelimi-

nary phase is being done 
however to expedite the 
arrival of a new cohort by 
the end of 2021, with in-
creasing numbers in 2022.

Implementation of the 
visa and development of 
full details on eligibility 
arrangements, permanent 
residency pathways and 
other participating coun-
tries will continue.

In addition, other visa 
parameters such as port-
ability – ability of the 
worker to move around – 
and sponsorship arrange-
ments are being finalised. 

Australian Pork Lim-
ited has worked alongside 
other industries to support 
calls for a dedicated ag-
riculture visa for the past 
few years and will con-
tinue to liaise with pro-
ducers to understand their 
workforce needs. 

As a first step, the work-

ings of the agriculture 
visa were considered by 
the APL policy reference 
group last month. 

APL is currently con-
sulting with government 
directly and via its mem-
berships of the National 
Farmers’ Federation and 
Australian Meat Industry 
Council. 

This ensures initial tri-
alling of the visa and fi-
nalisation of the program 
design will meet industry 
needs. 

A government website 
providing information 
about the new agricultural 
visa will be launched 
shortly.

In the meantime, pro-
ducers with questions or 
feedback are welcome to 
contact APL policy ana-
lyst Angela Bradburn at 
angela.bradburn@austral 
ianpork.com.au 

New agriculture worker 
visa in the pipeline

Welcome Karla to the 
Nutrien Insurance Team
With Nutrien Insurance, our Piggery Insurance Specialist, Karla Otto, will take the time to ensure your program 
evolves with your business. Karla has access to multiple insurers and facilities and can discuss your options and 
arrange the right cover that works for you.

CALL ME TODAY

Karla Otto
Key Account Manager – Insurance

 0477 907 555
 Karla.Otto@nutrien.com.au

OPTIONS INCLUDE BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

• Property

• Livestock

• Business Interruption

• Motor/Fleet

• Business Liability

• Professional Insurances

Call Karla today to review your existing insurance and for an obligation free quote. 

NutrienAgSolutions.com.au/insurance
Nutrien Ag Solutions Limited (ABN 73 008 743 217, AR No. 275140) is an authorised representative of Marsh Advantage Insurance Pty Ltd (ACN 081 358 303, AFSL No 238369) and is authorised to deal in, and provide 
financial product advice in connection with general insurance products. Nutrien Ag Solutions also acts as a referral partner of Insurance Australia Limited (ABN 11 000 016 722, AFSL No 227681) trading as WFI. Nutrien 
Ag Solutions and Marsh Advantage Insurance arrange the insurance and are not the insurer. This product may be issued by a range of insurers – please contact your local Nutrien Ag Solutions Insurance broker for details. 
If you do not wish to receive promotional material or mailings from us, please contact us on (03) 9209 2000 or email nutrienagsolutions@nutrien.com.au. 
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RESOURCES are 
available for all 
levels of pig keeping 
and production – 
whether you have 
one or two pet pigs, 
a farm stay opera-
tion, hobby farm, 
keep pigs for your 
own consumption 
or are a small or 
large commercial 
operation and may 
be quality assured 
APIQ accredited.

The single biggest 
threat to the pork 
industry’s sustaina-
bility is an outbreak 
of an emergency an-
imal disease. 

African swine 
fever continues to 
spread globally and 
in neighbouring 
countries. 

New more subtle 
strains make the de-
tection of ASF more 
challenging. 

All pig owners and 
producers need to 
remain vigilant and 
report any unusual 
signs of disease or 
death to their vet-
erinarian or govern-
ment agency.

An outbreak of 
ASF could cost up 
to $2 billion, over 
many years to con-
trol and will impact 
pet, hobby and com-
mercial operations 
alike. 

The pig biosecu-
rity management 
planning toolkit has 
been developed to 
support pig owners 
and producers to 
safeguard their pigs 
against the biosecu-
rity threats posed by 
unwanted pests and 
diseases.

The biosecurity 
management plan-
ning toolkit was de-
veloped as part of a 
NSW Department of 
Primary Industries 
led initiative, part-

nering with Charles 
Sturt University’s 
Graham Centre to 
better understand 
the practices, ex-
periences and bi-
osecurity needs of 
pig owners and pro-
ducers, Local Land 
Services, Australian 
Pork Limited, the 
Australian Pork 
industry and Com-
monwealth ASF li-
aisons, and SunPork 
Farms to develop 
and field test a bios-
ecurity management 
planning toolkit.

The pig biosecurity 
management plan-
ning resources were 
developed in consul-
tation with the NSW 
Small Commercial 
Producer Group, 
Queensland Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, Ag-
riculture Victoria, 
Department of Pri-
mary Industries and 
Regions, South Aus-
tralia, Rivalea, Holy-
oake Consulting and 
all the pig owners 
and producers who 
were part of and pro-
vided feedback in 
field testing activi-
ties.

The resources in 
the pig biosecurity 
management plan-
ning toolkit will be 
reviewed early 2022 
by industry and the 
state departments of 
agriculture to ensure 
it continues to be fit-
for-purpose.

If you would like to 
leave any constructive 
feedback for inclusion 
in this review 
ahead of time, visit 
farmbiosecurity.com.
au/pig-biosecurity-
m a n a g e m e n t -
resources/

Note, all feedback 
is anonymous and no 
identifiable informa-
tion is sought. 

Management info 
for pig biosecurity

Policy Analyst

by ANGELA BRADBURN

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://angela.bradburn@australianpork.com.au
http://farmbiosecurity.com.au/pig-biosecurity-management-resources/
http://farmbiosecurity.com.au/pig-biosecurity-management-resources/
http://farmbiosecurity.com.au/pig-biosecurity-management-resources/
http://farmbiosecurity.com.au/pig-biosecurity-management-resources/


Page 12 – Australian Pork Newspaper, October 2021 www.porknews.com.au

OVER the past four 
years, pig researchers 
at the Agri-Food and 
Biosciences Institute 
have been working to 
understand the implica-
tions and challenges of 
the increasing number 
of small pigs born in 
large litters.

The project, ‘Un-
derstanding and over-
coming the barriers 
posed by small pigs’, was 
co-funded between UK’s 
Department of Agricul-
ture, Environment and 
Rural Affairs and Pig 
Regen Limited. 

Its main aim was to 
better understand the 
implications – for the 
farmer and for the 
animal – of having to 
deal with the increased 
number of small pigs 
born in large litters. 

A further aim was to 
identify management 
and nutritional strategies 
that could boost the per-
formance and welfare of 
small pigs. 

Lastly, the project also 
studied a new feeding 
system – similar to 
liquid feeding but only 
mixing water and diet at 

the point of delivery to 
the animals – that had 
recently been installed 
in both the nursery and 
finisher facilities at 
AFBI Hillsborough.

The work generated 
some interesting results 
which will be of signifi-
cance to farmers and the 
wider pig industry. 

These results have 
been compiled into tech-
nical reports and a series 
of eight presentations, 
which can be viewed 
through AFBI’s You-
Tube channel.

In this first instalment, 

three presentations 
aligned to Dr Samuel 
Hawe’s PhD work are 
highlighted. 

Presentation 1, ‘What 
is the significance of 
compromised pigs on 
commercial farms?’, 
overviews the findings 
from Samuel’s work 
which quantified the 
performance of piglets 
born with low birth 
weight on four Northern 
Irish farms.

The study showed that 
piglets born with low 
birth weight (<1.0kg of 
live weight) were almost 
10kg lighter at slaughter 
than their counterparts. 

The study showed 
that most of the mor-
tality among low birth 
weight piglets occurred 
pre-weaning, suggesting 
that improving lactation 
nutrition should be a pri-
mary focus of interven-
tion.

In addition, the study 
found that during the 
nursery stage the differ-
ence between low birth 
weight piglets and their 
heavier counterparts was 
bigger than in any other 
stage. 

This finding suggests 
that nursery stage should 
be the target stage in 
order to improve low 
birth weight piglets’ per-
formance.

Following from the 
first study, Presentation 

2, ‘Growth response of 
low and average birth-
weight pigs to sow 
lactation feed intake,’ 
studied the benefits of 
increasing sow lactation 
feed intake on the pre 
weaning growth rate of 
the litter.

The study showed that 
sows in Northern Ire-
land have the capacity 
to reach average feed in-
takes of 8.6kg/day (peak 
daily intake of 11kg), 
2kg above the national 
average. 

In addition, the in-
creased feed intake by 
the sows resulted in 
low birth weight pig-
lets reaching weaning 
weights of ~7.9kg, sim-
ilar to their counterparts 
from sows with a na-
tional average feed in-
take.

Finally, Presentation 3, 
‘Tailored post-weaning 
feeding regime for low 
birthweight pigs’, fol-
lowed animals from 
weaning to finish. 

Two different post-
weaning feeding regimes 
for low birth weight pig-
lets were compared. 

The conventional re-
gime, in which post-
weaning diets are in-
troduced to pigs based 
on age, was compared 
with a ‘tailored regime’ 
where post-weaning 
diets were introduced 
to pigs based on their 

body weight, allowing 
the animal to reach the 
necessary development 
before being fed a lower 
quality diet.

First, the study found 
that the positive im-
pact of higher lactation 
intake by the sows on 
piglets’ weaning weight 
was not maintained post-
weaning. 

Highlighting the need 
to introduce further 
measures post-weaning. 

Second, the study 
found that allowing the 
pigs to reach a desired 
body weight before in-
troducing a new diet re-
sulted in improved per-
formance of small pigs. 

Grouping your pigs 
in pens by body weight 
and allowing the smaller 
ones extra time to reach 
the target weight before 
introducing the next diet 
could be a simple solu-
tion to improve overall 
performance without the 
need of introducing new 
diets on the farm.

Agri-Food and Bio-
sciences Institute head 
of the monogastric re-
search group Dr Ramon 
Muns said, “In most of 
the cases, farmers know 
that better nutrition and 
better feeding manage-
ment will improve the 
performance of their 
pigs and especially of 
the smaller ones.” 

“However, farmers are 

constrained by work-
force, time and produc-
tion costs. 

“Hopefully, the results 
reported in this series 
of presentations will 
help farmers target their 
efforts in such a way 
which maximising the 
return on investment.

“For instance, if you 
don’t have time to spend 
increasing the feed in-
take of all the sows in 
the farrowing room, 
gather the small piglets 
in a few sows and focus 
on those reduced number 
of sows.

“If you can afford to 
introduce higher speci-
fication diets for your 
small piglets but not 
across all the rearing 
process, focus on the 
nursery stage. 

“If it is not possible to 
introduce extra or higher 
specification diets, work 
with the same ones you 
have but don’t follow 
blindly a set allowance 
or calendar, look at the 
animals before changing 
diets, be sure they all 
have reached the desir-
able weight before intro-
ducing the next diet.”

More information, AF-
BI’s YouTube channel 
and links to the pres-
entations can be found 
by visiting afbini.gov.
uk/news/new-research-
findings-optimising-po 
tential-small-pigs 

Small pigs show big potential in new AFBI research

The project studied a new feeding system, similar to liquid feeding but only mixing 
water and diet at the point of delivery to the animals.

If you are ready to take the next rewarding step in your career,  
apply for this position by sending a current résumé and  
cover letter to Richard Evison at jobs@westpork.com.au

WESTPORK, Western Australia’s largest pork producer, 
is currently seeking a detail oriented and dependable 
person to manage a new boar stud facility north of 
Perth in Western Australia.

In early 2022, a new facility will be established. The boar 
stud manager will be responsible for all day-to-day 
tasks while overseeing and assisting a small team to 
maintain the efficient operations of the boar stud and 
laboratory including:

•  all tasks required for superior quality semen 
production;

•  the collection, processing and packaging of semen;

•  animal husbandry and health management;

•  accurate record keeping; and

•  maintenance of the facility and equipment.

The manager must maintain effective communication 
with all farm staff, customers, veterinarians and the 
extended management team. This role must ensure 
that strict adherence to all established biosecurity 
policies and the Australian Pork Industry Quality 
Assurance program is maintained.

To be successful in this role, candidates will need to:

•  have experience in the swine industry or livestock 
reproduction environment;

•  have excellent people, communication and 
leadership skills;

•  have appropriate knowledge of computer systems 
and electronic data collection; and 

•  be a dependable and self-motivated person with 
heightened attention to detail.

Boar Stud Manager

The project aim was to better understand the implica-
tions for the farmer and for the animal of having to 
deal with the increased number of small pigs born in 
large litters.

Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute head of the 
monogastric research group Dr Ramon Muns.

Agreement targets PRRS-
resistant gene-edited pigs
RESEARCHERS and 
commercial partners 
will continue to col-
laborate on developing 
pigs resistant to por-
cine reproductive and 
respiratory syndrome.

The Roslin Institute 
and animal genetics 
company Genus have 
signed an agreement to 
produce pigs that are 
resistant to PRRS, a 
respiratory disease that 
costs around A$3.4 bil-
lion each year in the US 
and Europe alone.

The university and 
Genus hope the li-
censing agreement will 
lead the way to gene-
edited, disease-resistant 
pigs being available to 
global pork-producing 
markets.

With the signing of the 
agreement, facilitated 
by the Roslin Institute 

Edinburgh Innovations 
commercialisation ser-
vice, Genus will con-
tinue planned work for 
testing multiple genera-
tions of pigs and con-
ducting studies required 
for approval by the US 
Food and Drug Admin-
istration.

PRRS causes 
breathing problems and 
death in young animals 
and can result in preg-
nant sows losing their 
litter.

Vaccines have pre-
dominantly failed to 
stop the spread of the 
virus that causes PRRS, 
which is endemic in 
most pig-producing 
countries worldwide.

The Roslin Institute 
has produced pigs that 
can resist the disease 
by editing their genetic 
code. 

The research received 
funding from Genus and 
the Biotechnology and 
Biological Sciences Re-
search Council.

Project leaders say 
that by partnering with 
Genus, the Roslin In-
stitute will benefit from 

its existing relationship 
with the FDA, insights 
into the pork sector, its 
established supply chain 
and its distribution 
channels in the world’s 
biggest pig markets, in-
cluding China, Europe 
and the US. 

The Roslin Institute has produced pigs that can 
resist PRRS by editing their genetic code. 

http://www.porknews.com.au
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Protecting pigs from 
exotic animal diseases
GOOD biosecurity 
means taking action to 
protect your pigs from 
impacts of pests and 
diseases, including Af-
rican swine fever.

Regardless of the 
size of your enterprise 
or hobby farm, all pig 
owners play a vital role 
in maintaining the health 
and welfare of livestock 
and providing quality 
pork products to con-
sumers. 

The introduction of 
exotic diseases such as 
classical swine fever 
and African swine fever 
would cause serious pro-
duction losses to Aus-
tralia’s pig industry and 
jeopardise export mar-
kets for pig products.

There are a number 
of requirements for pig 
owners that are moni-
tored by government and 
industry authorities.
Resources available

Resou rces  for 
download contain 
important information 
about keeping pigs 
healthy and biosecurity 
responsibilities for pig 
owners, and are available 
by visiting dpi.nsw.gov.
au/biosecurity/animal/
info-vets/african-swine-
fever/brochures

Resources cover topics 
including eight ‘must 
do’s’ for pig owners – 
information about reg-
istering your property, 

identifying your pigs, 
registering on the Pig-
Pass database, ensuring 
pigs moving on-farm 
have a travel document, 
being welfare com-
pliant, training in pig 
husbandry, keeping your 
pigs healthy and starting 
a quality assurance pro-
gram.

Recognising exotic dis-
eases of pigs – informa-
tion about the signs and 
symptoms of exotic pig 
diseases, and the impor-
tance of reporting sick or 
dead pigs immediately to 
the Emergency Animal 
Disease Watch Hotline 
on 1800 675 888.

Swill feeding – infor-
mation about what not to 
feed to pigs. 

The practice of feeding 
meat products or food 
that contains or has 
been in contact with 
meat products to pigs is 
known as ‘swill’ feeding. 

This is illegal in Aus-
tralia and can make pigs 
very sick.

Responsible disposal of 
food waste – informa-
tion about preventing the 
spread of exotic pig dis-
eases but ensuring food 
scraps are thoughtfully 
and securely disposed of 
in waste bins and not fed 
to pigs.

For more information, 
visit dpi.nsw.gov.au 

A WILD pig found 
dead in Hong Kong 
has tested positive 
for the African swine 
fever virus. 

The region had been 
free of the disease 
since May and it is the 
first detection in a wild 
animal in the region.

According to the offi-
cial report to the World 
Organisation for An-
imal Health, a carcass 
was found last week in 
the Siu Sai Wan park 
near the southeastern 
tip of Hong Kong Is-
land. 

Previously, abnormal 
mortality among the 
wild pigs in the area 
had been reported. 

However, South 
China Morning Post 
reported that the dis-
covery has sparked fear 
there may be a resur-
gence of the disease in 
Hong Kong. 

Up to 74,600 pigs are 
kept on 40 or so farms 
in Hong Kong. 

Local farmers have 
expressed concern for 
the health of their ani-
mals as well as trade 
restrictions if the virus 
infects domestic pigs.

While local offi-
cials have stated that 
ASF poses no threat 
to human health, there 
have been calls for 
the government to en-
courage hunting to re-
duce the wild pig popu-
lation. 

Numbering be-
tween 1800 and 3000, 
the wild animals are 
common in rural areas 
in the region, and at 
least six carcasses had 
been reported in recent 
weeks by hikers.

In February, about 
3000 domestic pigs 
were culled at a farm 
in Yuen Long district 
after ASF was detected 
in the area. 

Four months later, the 
ASF situation in Hong 
Kong was reported to 
be “resolved.” 

ASF virus detected in 
Hong Kong wild pig

There are a number of requirements for pig own-
ers that are monitored by government and industry 
authorities.
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AFRICAN swine fever 
can be spread by live or 
dead, domestic or wild 
pigs and pork products, 
and due to the high envi-
ronmental resistance of 
the virus, transmission 
can occur via contami-
nated feed and fomites 
such as shoes, clothes, 
vehicles, knives, equip-
ment and so on.

A highly contagious 
haemorrhagic viral dis-
ease of pigs, ASF is re-
sponsible for serious 
economic and production 
losses worldwide.
Further ASF outbreaks 
reported by Malaysia

Recently, Malaysia’s 
veterinary authority reg-
istered 13 further ASF 
outbreaks in Sabah state 
on the island of Borneo 
with the World Organisa-
tion for Animal Health.

Directly affecting 19 
wild pigs and 142 do-
mestic animals, these 
cases occurred between 
early March and August 
8. 

Eight of the outbreaks 
were in backyard herds in 
villages across four dis-
tricts in the state. 

Each herd comprised up 
to 54 pigs.

At the end of August, 
three districts in the 

neighbouring state of 
Sarawak were declared 
ASF control zones.
Other recent ASF out-
breaks in Asia

Late August, three new 
outbreaks of ASF were 
recorded by Russia’s vet-
erinary authority in the 
far eastern federal dis-
trict.

According to the report 
to the OIE, backyard 
herds of between nine 
and 47 pigs in different 
districts of Amur oblast 
were affected. 

They bring the number 
of outbreaks in Amur to 
eight since July. 

In addition to seven out-
breaks in a total of 112 
backyard pigs, one wild 
boar in the area had also 
tested positive for the 
ASF virus.

ASF outbreaks have 
also been recorded in re-
cent weeks in Khabarovsk 
oblast and Primorsky 
krai in the same federal 
district of Russia.

In South Korea, the 
number of wild boar in-
fected with ASF since 
October 2019 had risen 
to 1584 as of the end of 
August. 

According to the United 
Nations’ Food and Agri-
culture Organisation, all 

the latest cases were in 
the two northern prov-
inces where the great ma-
jority of previous cases 
had occurred. 

However, a primary 
case in the Sokcho city 
region of Gangwon prov-
ince has been reported by 
local media.
Philippines kick-starts 
return to backyard pig 
raising

In two regions of the 
Philippines, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture has 
taken measures to sup-
port former pig owners 
whose animals were 
culled as a result of ASF.

Around 6000 sentinel 
pigs will be offered to 
chosen farmers in 60 
areas of Central Luzon 
previously hit by ASF.

To qualify, premises 
must be disinfected and 
test negative for ASF 
virus.

A local official said the 
aim of providing the sen-
tinels was to kick-start 
backyard pig production 
again, restoring the liveli-
hood of affected farmers, 
increasing domestic pork 
production and bringing 
pig meat prices down.

In the Soccsksargen 
region on the island of 
Mindanao, a similar 
scheme has been initi-
ated.

Former pig farmers in 
two villages in the prov-
ince of North Cotabato 
are set to receive the first 
of up to 90 sentinel ani-
mals. 

If these pigs survive 
for at least 90 days, con-
trolled repopulation will 
start. 

No cases of ASF have 
been reported in the 
province since January.

At each location, prem-
ises are inspected for 
safety standards. 

Adherence to strict bi-
osecurity protocols is a 
requirement for partici-
pants.

ASF was first detected 
in the Philippines in July 
2019. 

According to the OIE, 
622 outbreaks were of-
ficially reported across 
many provinces as at 
February 2021. 

At the time, direct 
losses of pigs were put at 
almost 427,000.

At the beginning of 
September, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
stated that new cases of 
the disease are in sharp 
decline.

Six new outbreaks in 
South Africa

At the end of August, 
South Africa’s animal 
health agency registered 
with the OIE a further 
six outbreaks of ASF in 
domestic pigs.

The largest of these out-
breaks was in a village in 
the Chris Hani region of 
the Eastern Cape. 

Two of the 3000 pigs in 
the village died as a result 
of the outbreak at the end 
of July.

ASF was also confirmed 
at four locations in Cape 
Town in the Western Cape 
from mid-July to early 
August. 

Directly affected were a 
total of 452 pigs in herds 
ranging from 25 to 207 
animals. 

Of these, 96 died.
In the province of 

Gauteng, a backyard herd 
of 59 pigs tested positive 
for the ASF virus in mid-
August. 

Of these, 29 animals 
died with the others de-
stroyed.

Together 106 outbreaks 
affecting more than 
46,600 pigs have been 
reported to the OIE in 
the three ongoing ASF 
outbreak series in South 
Africa.

At the end of last month, 
the Western Cape state 
veterinarian expressed 
concerns over the spread 
of ASF in the Cape Town 
area and poor biosecurity 
practices by many pig 
owners.

Food for Mzansi re-
ported the disease present 
in six districts at that time 
and ASF was suspected in 
a seventh.

Despite the disease 
risks, infected pigs are not 
culled in South Africa. 

This is against the policy 
of the national department 
of agriculture, according 
to the veterinarian. 

There is no financial 
compensation for animals 
that are culled for this 
reason, and farmers in-
stead bury their dead pigs 
on site using lime.

No further cases of ASF 
have been recorded on 
South Africa’s commer-
cial pig farms to date.

These have high biose-
curity standards but some 
are located within 2km of 
known ASF outbreaks. 

Despite being quaran-
tined, some pig owners 
still move infected ani-
mals off their premises. 

THE National 
Farmers’ Federa-
tion has recently re-
leased an update to its 
COVID-19 workplace 
guide, which includes 
advice on vaccinations 
and the workplace.

First released in 
April 2020, the 
guide contains prac-
tical information in-
cluding quarantine 
requirements for new 
workers, social dis-
tancing at work and 
financial support, as 
well as work health 
and safety and indus-
trial relations consid-
erations.

NFF president Fiona 
Simson said, “Farmers 
and farm workers 
have a responsibility 
to keep themselves, 
their team and their 

communities safe.” 
“Employers also 

have legal obliga-
tions and the NFF 
COVID-19 workplace 
guide is a valuable 
first point of reference 
as to how these re-
sponsibilities relate to 
preventing the spread 
of COVID-19.”

Ms Simson said the 
document had been 
updated to reflect 
the most up-to-date 
health guidelines and 
changes in the under-
standing of the virus 
and how it’s spread, 
and also included is 
a section on vaccina-
tions.

“Vaccination is 
the key to all parts 
of Australian life re-
turning to normal, in-
cluding agriculture,” 

Ms Simson said.
“The NFF continues 

to support the roll out 
of the vaccine and 
encourages eligible 
farmers and workers 
to get vaccinated as a 
matter of priority.

“As employers, 
farmers have an im-
portant role to play in 
facilitating vaccina-
tion for their workers.

“The guide now in-
cludes practical infor-
mation on what steps 
employers can take 
to encourage vaccine 
uptake in their work-
force.”

Keeping workers 
safe and navigating 
complex border rules 
is front of mind for 
many farmers.

The NFF recently 
wrote to National Cab-
inet calling again for a 
national approach to 
border crossings.

Ms Simson said as 
a starting point all 
states should adopt the 
National Agricultural 
Workers Code.

“At its next meeting, 
National Cabinet must 
affirm the essential 
nature of food and 
fibre production and 
take action to recog-
nise this,” Ms Simson 
said.

“Farmers are com-
mitted to doing their 
bit to keep their fami-
lies, workers and at-
risk communities 
safe. 

“Especially in peak 
times, farmers need 
certainty so we can 
keep doing what we 
do best – keeping su-
permarket shelves 
stocked, supporting 
rural communities 
and powering the na-
tional economy.” 

Vaccination advice in 
NFF workplace guide

African swine fever global update

Digestarom® DC 
provides crystal clear benefits 
for your animals and your  
operation.
 
• Latest innovation in phytogenics   
 for improved feed intake

• Triple action formulation  
for better performance 

 
• Unique Biomin® Duplex  

Capsule technology for  
optimized feed conversion

www.thefeedconverter.com

Digestarom® DC 
The Feed Converter ®

Northern Australia - Bruce Hunt 0499 171 010
Southern Australia - Kate Henne 0499 287 710
Tel: +61 2 9872 6324
office.australia@biomin.net

DIGESTAROM is a registered trademark of BIOMIN Holding GmbH ( IR-681524). 
BIOMIN ( IR-509692) and The Feed Converter (AT-292729) are registered trademarks of Erber Aktiengesellschaft.

Naturally ahead

The NFF COVID-19 workplace guide contains 
practical information including quarantine require-
ments for new workers, social distancing at work 
and financial support, as well as work health and 
safety and industrial relations considerations.

A highly contagious haemorrhagic viral disease of pigs, ASF is responsible for serious economic and produc-
tion losses worldwide. Photo: Elsa Tonkinwise
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WITH the numerous 
health and environ-
mental challenges dis-
rupting the pig industry 
at present, the summer 
heat is one seasonal con-
dition that pig farmers 
cannot afford to let stifle 
their profitability. 

Heat stress can take a 
serious toll on pig per-
formance, especially in 
breeding herds and fin-
isher pigs. 

Heat and wide fluctua-
tions in temperature are 
often immensely stressful 
for the animals, resulting 
in diminished perfor-
mance, health problems 
and eventually economic 
losses for the farmer.
Why are pigs so sensitive 
to heat stress?

Pigs are extremely sen-
sitive to changes in tem-
perature because they do 
not have functional sweat 
glands and therefore do 
not have a way of effi-
ciently cooling themselves. 

In addition, pigs have 
relatively small lungs for 
their body size, making it 
difficult for them to re-
move excess internal heat.

Alltech US swine busi-
ness leader Russell Gilliam 
said, “Even during the hot-
test time of the day, pigs are 
still producing additional 
body heat from eating and 
moving around the barn.” 

“Since pigs have few 
sweat glands, cooling off 
by perspiration is not much 
of an option. 

“Respiratory rates begin 
to increase at around 21C 
and with high humidity, it 
becomes difficult for pigs 
to find relief from the heat 
on their own.”

Temperature fluctua-
tions that continue from 
the summer into the fall 
season produce additional 
challenges. 

Wide variations in tem-
perature between night 
and day can compound 
the stress that the animals 
already experienced as a 
result of increased temper-
atures.
What are the symptoms 
of heat stress in pigs?

One of the negative ef-
fects of heat stress is re-
duced feed intake. 

When pigs eat less, they 
convert less feed into 
muscle, thus reducing av-
erage daily gain and poten-
tially increasing their days 
to market. 

In turn, this can also lead 
to a heightened risk of 
health challenges and ulti-
mately additional costs for 
producers.

Other symptoms include:
• Increased respiratory 

rate – panting
• Excessive water intake 

and increasing loss of elec-
trolytes

• Reduced activity
• Lying stretched on the 

floor, often separated from 
others.
Six management strate-
gies to reduce heat stress 
in pigs

Though stress cannot be 
completely avoided, the 
goal should be to minimise 
it as much as possible. 

Below are some quick 
tips for reducing heat stress 
and its negative effects:

• Control the tempera-
ture, and make sure the 
temperature only shifts a 

few degrees in the barn
• Ensure that each pig has 

enough space and ventila-
tion

• Coincide feeding times 
with the cooler parts of the 
day (e.g., earlier or later in 
the day)

• Provide pigs with un-
limited access to fresh and 
cool drinking water

• Move and transport 
work pigs early, keep them 
in groups and let them set 
the pace, and spend time 
with them prior to the move 
to ease their stress

• Tailor their diets to in-
clude technologies that will 
support them during stress.
Balancing temperature, 
ventilation and humidity

When pigs are kept at 
temperatures above their 
comfort zone, feed intake 
is sure to decrease, as are 
daily gains. 

In modern swine barns, 
pigs are at a greater risk 
of experiencing heat stress 
than cold stress. 

Ensure that all fans, 
sprinklers, cool cells and 
other cooling equipment 
are adequately maintained, 
so that they will function 
properly during the hot 
summer months.

In addition, make sure 
that your barn is properly 
ventilated to provide pigs 
with an optimal environ-
ment. 

Even if the thermo-
stat reading falls within 
the pigs’ comfort zone, 
what they are actually 
experiencing may still be 
stressful.

Effective temperature is 
a concept similar to wind 

chill and heat index. 
For example, 15C is a fa-

vourable temperature for a 
125-pound pig. 

However, 15C combined 
with a high air speed of 
say 30m per minute would 
be cold and consequently 
the pig would be forced to 
divert energy away from 
growth to maintaining its 
body temperature. 

The temperature within 
the shed needs to be ade-
quately adjusted to account 
for the additional heat pro-
duction from the growing 
pig. 

For every 26-37kg of gain, 
the pig will produce an ad-
ditional 200Btu of heat 
every hour, so the cubic 
meter per minute must be 

properly adjusted to ac-
count for the increasing 
heat production.
Effects of humidity

Humidity is also an im-
portant indicator of proper 
ventilation. 

During warmer months, 
when the outside tempera-
ture exceeds the set point, 
increasing ventilation rates 
will not decrease humidity 
in the shed because warm 
air has a higher water-
holding capacity than 
cooler air. 

Pigs can develop heat 
stress at much lower tem-
peratures when the hu-
midity is high, so humidity, 
along with temperature, 
needs to be carefully regu-

lated in the shed. 
It is recommended to op-

erate at a relative humidity 
of 65 percent or less, as 
this level of humidity will 
decrease condensation and 
wet floors in the barn.
Tailoring diets to support 
stress

Data has shown that of-
fering pigs a combination 
of organic acids, electro-
lytes, enzymes and pro-
biotics, such as those in-
cluded in Acid-Pak 4-Way, 
can support young animals 
during times of stress. 

Organic acids promote 
probiotic growth in the gut 
and enzymes can help en-
hance intake and digest-
ibility. 

Electrolytes keep the an-

imal hydrated, especially in 
times of heat stress.

Addressing heat stress 
and being prepared for its 
effects can have a major 
impact on the performance 
and overall value of your 
pigs when you take them 
to market. 

It can also help reduce the 
cost of added days on feed 
and additional health costs. 

In times of stress, pigs 
can be more susceptible to 
disease and health chal-
lenges. 

It is essential that your 
pigs’ nutrition is bolstered 
by technologies that build 
their natural immunity.

For more information, 
visit alltech.com 

Keep cool for the summer: how to treat heat stress in pigs

Protection and Profit
from START to FINISH
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  Rapid onset of immunity 
with long-term protection

  Reduces viral load and 
shedding

 Reduces mortality*
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  Increases average daily 
weight gain*

*  During the fattening period. Refer to registered product label for full claim details.  
Refer to Technical brochure for details of trial data.

Intervet Australia Pty Limited trading as MSD Animal Health  ABN 79 008 467 034 
Free Call 1800 033 461  www.msd-animal-health.com.au

AU-POR-201100001

Heat and wide fluctuations in temperature can often cause immense stress for the pigs, resulting in lower 
performance, health problems and economic losses for the farmer.
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2021 APSA Conference
November 15 – 18, 2021  
Sofitel Brisbane, Australia (plus virtual)

A dynamic range of speakers for the 2021 APSA Conference
The eighteenth Biennial Australasian Pig Science Association Conference is shaping up to be like no other. With the ever-changing situation around COVID-19, the 2021 APSA 
Committee has had to be adaptive in its planning while ensuring the value for delegates, speakers and sponsors is maintained. 

APSA seeks to bring together the latest pig research from around the world, and while this year’s invited speakers won’t all be able to join us in person, we look forward to their 
presentations and interaction over the virtual platform. The conference incorporates a blend of basic and applied research covering every aspect of pig science.

The 2021 APSA conference will be held between 15-18 November at the Sofitel Brisbane in Australia and virtually using the Pheedloop platform. For registration information, 
visit apsa.asn.au/conference/registration

Registrations are now open to all delegates. Visit yrd.currinda.com/register/event/1246 to complete your conference registration. Questions about registration can be directed to 
YRD Event Management. 

Delegates should keep up to date with relevant travel restrictions within Australia by visiting the various state government COVID-19 websites. Australia’s borders are currently 
closed to international travellers, except for Australian citizens, permanent residents, immediate family members, or travellers who have been in New Zealand for at least the 14 
days before the date of departure (subject to suspension).

Pork’s role in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
Dr Mark Stafford Smith
Dr Stafford Smith will deliver this year’s Dunkin Memorial Lecture focussing on the Australasian pork industry’s role in 
addressing sustainability challenges. The lecture will consider the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity, and seek to bring together the industry’s commitment to global sustainability.

Dr Mark Stafford Smith is now an Honorary Fellow with CSIRO, where he continues to contribute to climate adaptation 
research, and interacts regularly with national and international policy issues around adaptation and sustainable development. 
His significant international roles include past vice-chair of the International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme’s Scientific 
Committee; co-chair of the 2012 Planet Under Pressure: New Knowledge Towards Solutions conference on global 
environmental change in the lead up to Rio+20; and chair (2013-17) of the inaugural Science Committee for Future Earth, 
which helps to coordinate research towards global sustainability worldwide, and is now a senior advisor to the Global 
Environment Facility’s Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel in Washington

Improving the performance of neonatal piglets
Dr Chantal Farmer
Newborn piglets have a great incidence of pre-weaning mortality that is not only associated with low birthweights but also 
with the presence of intra uterine growth-restricted (IUGR) piglets. Such IUGR piglets are commonly seen in litters from 
hyperprolific sows and are largely due to insufficient placental transfer of nutrients. Dr Farmer will outline the nutritional 
strategies which can be used in gestation to enhance fetal development, and during the transition period to reduce the duration 
of farrowing and increase colostrum yield. She will also cover various other approaches, such as optimising the farrowing 
environment, performing farrowing supervision and handling of piglets, using cross-fostering techniques, providing nurse 
sows, and providing artificial milk. Even though research advances have been made in developing feeding and management 
strategies for sows in order to increase performance of their newborn piglets, much work still remains to be done to ensure that 
maximal assistance is provided.

Dr Chantal Farmer is a Research Scientist in swine lactation biology working at the Sherbrooke Research and Development 
Centre of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. She obtained her Bachelor of Science from McGill University (1980), her Master 
of Science from the University of Saskatchewan (1982) and her PhD from Pennsylvania State University (1986). Dr Farmer’s 
research goal is to increase sow milk yield and she was a pioneer in studying mammary development in gilts and sows.

The tale of the Finnish pig tail – how to manage non-docked pigs
Professor Anna Valros
Tail biting is a serious behavioural problem in pig production, causing impaired animal welfare and economic losses. In most 
countries the detrimental effects of tail biting are counteracted by docking pigs’ tails. Finland is one of the few countries 
where tail docking in pigs is totally forbidden. Professor Valros’ review will focus on features of pig production in Finland 
to understand how Finnish producers rear non-docked pigs, including larger space allowances, partly slatted flooring, use of 
manipulable materials, good animal health status and meal feeding from long troughs. Experiences from Finland show that 
even though tail biting is still a challenge, it is possible to rear non-docked pigs in intensive production.

Professor Anna Valros has a Master of Science in Zoology (1998) and a PhD in animal behaviour and welfare (2003) from 
the University of Helsinki, Finland. Since 2008 she has been appointed as Professor of Animal Welfare at the Department of 
Production Animal Medicine, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Helsinki. Her main research area is behaviour and 
welfare of pigs, with a focus on tail biting prevention and aetiology. 
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Smart agri-systems for the pig industry
Professor Lisa Collins
The projected rise in the global human population and the anticipated increase in demand for meat and animal products, but 
with a greatly reduced environmental footprint, offers a difficult set of challenges to the livestock sector. How to produce 
more, but in a way that is healthier for the animals, for the public and for the environment? Implementing a smart agri-systems 
approach, utilising multi-platform precision technologies, internet of things, data analytics, machine learning, digital twinning 
and other emerging technologies can support a more informed decision-making and forecasting position that will allow us to 
move towards greater sustainability in future. Professor Collins will explore such opportunities and their barriers, using a case 
study of the National Pig Centre, a flagship pig research facility in the UK, to consider how a smart agri-systems approach 
could be used to consider alternative future systems for production and to monitor these systems in practice.

Professor Lisa Collins is Head of the School of Biology, Professor of Animal Science, N8 Agrifood Chair in Agricultural 
Systems, Director of the National Pig Centre, and Deputy Director of the Global Food and Environment Institute at the 
University of Leeds. Her research focusses on the development and application of smarter agricultural systems through multi-
disciplinary approaches including technology development, systems modelling and data analytics.

The Five Domains model and promoting positive welfare in pigs
Dr Nikki Kells
The Five Domains model is a prominent welfare assessment framework that facilitates the structured, systematic and 
comprehensive evaluation of animal welfare risks and opportunities for welfare enhancement. Dr Kells’ review will provide 
an overview of the development of the Five Domains model and a description of the current model’s structure and its practical 
application to animal welfare assessment. Dr Kells offers an explanation of the scientific basis for inferring subjective affective 
experiences in animals and considers how the most recent iteration of the Five Domains model can be used to identify areas of 
potential welfare risk and opportunities for welfare enhancement in commercially farmed pigs.

Dr Nikki Kells is a Senior Lecturer in Animal Welfare in the Animal Welfare Science and Bioethics Centre at Massey 
University. She completed a Master of Science looking at gas alternatives to carbon dioxide for on-farm euthanasia of pre-
weaned piglets, and a PhD investigating acute and chronic pain associated with tail docking of piglets, along with strategies to 
mitigate this. Dr Kells’ current research interests include evaluation of affective states in animals using electrophysiological and 
behavioural paradigms, improved techniques for humane slaughter and killing of farm and companion animals, development of 
prolonged acting analgesia for animal husbandry, and development of welfare assessment tools for farmed animals.

What have we learned about the effects of heat stress on the Australian pig industry
Dr Fan Liu
The projected rise in the global human population and the anticipated increase in demand for meat and animal products, 
but pig production faces seasonal fluctuations. The low farrowing rate of sows mated in summer, increased carcass fatness 
of progeny born to the sows mated in summer and slower growth rate of finisher pigs in summer are three economically 
important impacts identified in the pig industry. Dr Liu’s review will examine advances over the past decade in understanding 
the mechanisms underlying the three impacts associated with summer conditions, particularly heat stress, and provide possible 
amelioration strategies. Ultimately, a better understanding of the underlying mechanisms and continuous investment in 
developing commercially viable strategies to combat heat stress will benefit the pig industry.

Dr Fan Liu is a Research Scientist at Rivalea Australia. As an industry-based researcher, Dr Liu conducts a broad range 
of research to improve production efficiency in the Australian pig industry, with a focus on mitigating negative impacts of 
summer conditions in pig production. Before joining in Rivalea, Dr Liu completed his PhD on developing nutritional strategies 
to reduce heat stress in pigs at the University of Melbourne, and his Bachelor and Masters degrees at Nanjing Agricultural 
University, China.

What will we feed our pigs - heat stress impacts on crop production
Professor Richard Trethowan 
Climate change may impact the distribution and productivity of traditional Australian cereal and pulse crops, with implications 
for the diets of pigs. C4 summer crops such as sorghum and millet may replace or augment wheat, barley and pulses in diets as 
temperatures rise and the incidence of drought increases. Such changes will have implications for pig nutrition as heat stressed 
grains and the grains of better adapted crop options may be less nutritious. Professor Trethowan will explore how improved 
agronomic management will continue to lessen the impacts of a more hostile production environment and the opportunities 
for genetic improvement of heat tolerance of traditional cereals and pulses. Ultimately, optimisation of cultivar x environment 
x crop management interactions will slow changes in crop distribution due to climate change and will lessen these impacts on 
pig diets. 

Richard Trethowan is Professor of Plant Breeding and Director of the Plant Breeding Institute at the University of Sydney. He 
has 33 years of experience breeding crops with tolerance to abiotic stresses both internationally and in Australia. His research 
interests include the development of new plant breeding technologies, enhancement of high-temperature tolerance of cereal and 
leguminous crops and development of grain crops with enhanced nutritional value.
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Future consequences of climate change for European pig production
Dr David Renaudeau
Climate change is already a reality for livestock production but the effects have been examined mainly in ruminant species 
and less is known about the impacts and the vulnerability of the pig sector to climate warming, particularly from a European 
Union perspective. Dr Renaudeau will review the potential effects of climate change on EU pig production and forecast the 
future effects based on climate modelling. Provision of realistic projections of climate change impacts on the EU pig sector is 
a prerequisite to evaluate its vulnerability and propose effective adaptation strategies.

Dr David Renaudeau is a Senior Research Scientist in the Physiology, Environment and Genetics for the Animal and Livestock 
Systems joint research unit between INRAE and AGROCAMPUS OUEST. Dr Renaudeau has 20 years expertise on swine 
nutrition and on the adaptation to thermal heat stress. He is conducting research programs aiming to better understand the 
mechanisms underlying heat adaptation in pigs and to propose innovative strategies for better coping with thermal heat stress.

Can early-life establishment of the piglet intestinal microbiota influence production outcomes
Ms Tanya Nowland
The gastrointestinal tract microbiota is involved in the development and function of many body processes. Studies demonstrate 
that early life microbial colonisation is the most important time for shaping intestinal and immune development, with 
perturbations to the microbiota during this time having long lasting negative implications for the host. Piglets face many early 
life events that shape the acquisition and development of their intestinal microbiota. Ms Nowland will outline research in this 
area which has either provided solutions to industry problems or is generating information targeted at addressing relevant 
industry issues, with a focus on studies demonstrating causation where possible. This review will provide a basis for the 
development of new studies targeting an understanding of how to better support initial intestinal microbiota colonisation in 
order to improve piglet health and survival. 

Ms Tanya Nowland is Research Scientist working in pig reproduction and welfare at the South Australian Research and 
Development Institute. She has a background in animal science and her research interests include sow reproduction and 
welfare and how that relates to piglet health and survival. Specifically, her research has focussed on the development of non-
antimicrobial industry applicable practices to help support healthy intestinal microbiota development and improve pre-weaning 
piglet performance. Ms Nowland is completing her PhD on development and manipulation of the piglet intestinal microbiota.

Monday 15 November 2021
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18:00 - 18:10 Official Opening
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Tuesday 16 November 2021
8:30 - 15:25 Reviews & Abstracts

15:25 - 17:30 Posters

15:45 - 16:30 APSA AGM

19:00 - 23:00 Conference Dinner

Wednesday 17 November 2021

9:00 - 16:30 Symposia, Reviews  
& Abstracts

16:30 - 17:30 Posters

19:00 - 21:30 Networking Function

Thursday 18 November 2021
9:00 - 12:15 Reviews & Abstracts

12:15 Award Presentations

12:45 Close

Indicative 2021 
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2021 Sponsors

Principal Sponsors
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WORD definition is the 
fundamental issue be-
hind labelling product 
as meat-based when the 
protein is non-animal 
derived.

Whether a consumer is 
confused or mislead by 
the label comes back to 
the wording used to de-
scribe the product.

A pulled pork burger 
made from plants and 
labelled using the word 
‘pork’ indicates pork is 
used in the product, so 
many submissions pro-
vided to the Senate in-
quiry into the definition 
of meat suggest.

However, a submission 
from the Australian Com-
petition and Consumer 
Commission indicated 
plant-based ‘meats’ were 
not likely to mislead an 
ordinary consumer.

The ACCC’s role in-
cludes enforcing the Aus-
tralian Consumer Law. 

The ACL is an econ-
omy-wide law of general 
application that focusses 
on fair trading and con-
sumer protection. 

It is intended to provide 
a baseline standard for 
all businesses across all 
products and services.

Among other things, the 
ACL prohibits businesses 
from engaging in conduct 
that is misleading or de-
ceptive or likely to mis-
lead or deceive, or from 
making a representation 
that is false or misleading 
about the quality, quan-
tity, composition or origin 
of products, including 
food products.

It is important to high-
light the fact that only 
a court, not the ACCC, 
can determine whether 
the ACL has been con-
travened. 

The test applied by the 
court as to whether the 
labelling of a plant-based 
substitute product would 
be misleading under the 
ACL is to assess the 
overall impression con-
veyed to a reasonable 
consumer by the labelling 
and packaging.

When undertaking this 
assessment, the court 
takes the full context and 
circumstances into ac-
count. 

This includes matters 
such as specific state-
ments made and images 
used and their relative 
prominence, placement 
and size. 

Broader contextual mat-
ters such as where the 
products are sold and 
their placement within su-
permarkets will also be 
relevant. 

The courts’ considera-
tion does not hinge on 
the use of any particular 
word, such as ‘meat’, or 
any particular image.

The ACCC had not re-
ceived information to 
demonstrate that the la-
belling of plant-based 
substitute products was an 
issue causing consumer 
detriment.

The ACCC received 
very few reports about 
consumers being misled 
by the labelling used for 
plant-based substitute 
products. 

The few received were 
reports from consumers 
and industry stakeholders 
in sectors that produce 
meat or dairy products 
raising concern that plant-
based substitute products 

use animal product re-
lated descriptors – ‘meat’; 
‘burger’; ‘milk’ – or pic-
tures of animals on their 
labelling. 

However, in general 
the information provided 
demonstrated that these 
contacts had not been 
misled by the labelling 
of the products, as they 
were fully aware of what 
the relevant product was 
made of when viewing it 
for sale. 

These reports were more 
in the nature of enquiries 
as to whether the prod-
ucts were allowed to use 
animal product related 
descriptors or animal pic-
tures on their labelling. 

Over the period January 
2020 to June 2021, the 
ACCC received only 11 
such reports out of around 
564,000 total contacts 
over the same period.

The ACCC has reviewed 
the reports received about 
labelling of plant-based 
substitute products using 
animal related descriptors 
or animal images. 

In each case it consid-
ered that a court would 
view the overall impres-
sion conveyed by the la-
belling of these products 
as unlikely to mislead an 
ordinary consumer.

Nationals senator Susan 
McDonald, who is facili-
tating the inquiry with the 
rural and regional affairs 
and transport committee, 
said she had heard a dif-
ferent story to the ACCC.

“I have been flooded 
with people who have 
contacted me to say they 
have bought a product that 
they didn't intend to,” Ms 
McDonald said.

“Primarily these are 
people who are elderly, 
English is not their first 
language, disabled people 
and people who are just 
busy in the shops.”

Senator McDonald said 
she was going to ask the 
ACCC for more informa-
tion about the complaints 
it had received when the 
inquiry has its hearings.

The Australian Gov-
ernment, through the 
Australia New Zealand 
Food Standards Code 
– Standard 4.2.3 – Pro-
duction and Processing 
Standard for Meat (Aus-
tralia only), as adminis-
tered by the Department 
of Health through Food 
Standards Australia and 
New Zealand has clearly 
defined the following 
terms:

• Division 1 (1) – ‘meat 
product’ means a food 
containing no less than 
300g/kg of meat.

• Division 2: – ‘meat’ 
means any part of a 
slaughtered animal for 
human consumption, and 
– ‘meat producer’ means 
a business, enterprise or 
activity that involves the 
growing, supply or trans-
portation of animals for 
human consumption.

These definitions pro-
vide clear explanation of 
what the terms mean – 
and therefore what they 
do not mean – and objec-
tive measures by which 
to assess compliance with 
these definitions. 

They have been devel-
oped using a rigorous, sci-
entific methodology and 
remove any ambiguity as 
to what ‘meat’ is.

The standards in the 
Australia New Zealand 

Food Standards Code are 
legislative instruments 
under the Legislation Act 
2003. 

They have been devel-
oped by FSANZ to lower 
the incidence of food-
borne illness, thereby 
assuring consumers that 
food is safe to eat. 

Interestingly, in Aus-
tralia the Code is enforced 
by state and territory de-
partments and local coun-
cils and the DAWE, cur-
rently regulating to these 
definitions.

According to FSANZ, 
the Code requires certain 
foods for sale to bear a 
label. 

For these foods the 
label must include the 
name of the food (para-
graph 1.2.1—8(1)(a) of the 
Code).

The name of the food 
stated on the label must 
be sufficient to indicate 
the true nature of the food 
unless the Code requires 
a prescribed name to be 
used instead (subsection 
1.2.2—2(1) of the Code). 

There are no prescribed 
names in the Code for 
meat analogues.

The Code provides that 
certain foods sold with 
a specified name or rep-
resentation must satisfy 
compositional require-
ments. 

For meat and meat 
products these foods (as 
defined in subsection 
1.1.2—3(2) of the Code) 
are:

• Sausage
• Meat pie
• Dried meat
• Cured and/or dried 

meat flesh in whole cuts 
or pieces

• Manufactured meat
• Processed meat.
In these circumstances, 

section 1.1.1—13 of the 
Code requires that these 
compositional require-
ments must be satisfied 
in any sale in which a 
purchaser is likely to as-
sume that the food being 
sold was one of the foods 
listed above – a sausage as 
an example – unless the 
context makes clear this 
is not the intention.

For instance, the Code 
requires that a food that 
is sold as sausage must be 
sausage and:

• Contain no less than 
500g/kg of fat free meat 
flesh, and

• Have a proportion of 
fat that is no more than 
500g/kg of the fat free 
meat flesh content.

For this purpose, the 
term ‘sausage’ is defined 
by the Code to mean ‘a 
food that:

• Consists of meat that 
has been minced, meat 
that has been comminuted 
or a mixture of both, 
whether or not mixed 
with other foods, and 
which has been encased 
or formed into discrete 
units, and

• Does not include meat 
formed or joined into 
the semblance of cuts of 
meat.’

These compositional 
requirements include 
the requirement that the 
product contains meat. 

In this regard, the Code 
defines ‘meat’ to mean 
meat from animal sources.

As such, the above com-
positional requirements 
do not apply to meat ana-
logue products labelled 
and sold as ‘meat-free 

sausage’, ‘vegetarian sau-
sage’ or ‘soy sausage’. 

It is clear that such a 
product is not a sausage 
containing meat from an-
imal sources. 

Nor is it being sold or in-
tended to be sold as a sau-
sage of meat from animal 
sources. 

Therefore, composi-
tional requirements in the 
Code that apply to food 
sold as a sausage of meat 
from animal sources do 
not apply.

Section 1.1.1—13 of the 
Code does not apply to 
meat or meat products 
other than those listed 
above – minced beef and 
ribeye steak for example. 

For those foods, the re-
quirement for the name 
of the food to indicate its 
true nature applies (sub-
section 1.2.2—2(1) of the 
Code). 

As for all foods, con-
sumer protection legisla-
tion also applies.

Section 1.1.1—13 is not 
just applicable to meat 
and plant-based foods, it 
applies across the food 
supply – a beverage 
named as ‘ginger beer’ 
does not need to comply 

with Code requirements 
for beer, as ‘ginger’ pro-
vides the context of the 
beverage.

The National Farmers’ 
Federation remains con-
cerned that the current 
use of animal protein lan-
guage and animal images 
on plant-based products 
has the impact of con-
veying the nutritional 
equivalence of animal-
based products when 
often these products are 
not nutritionally equiva-
lent.

Australian Pork Limited 
submitted that Australian 
pork producers, similar 
to those involved in red 
meat, poultry, eggs and 
dairy production, pay 
levies towards research 
and innovation, marketing 
and strategic policy devel-
opment to ensure the pork 
that Australians enjoy 
every day is safe, nutri-
tious and affordable. 

APL stated, “The invest-
ment of these levies as-
sists our producers to care 
for their animals and the 
environment in line with 
community and market 
expectations.”

“Our industry has 

worked hard to establish 
our reputation as a trusted 
provider of nutritious and 
ethically produced pro-
tein.

“APL supports con-
sumer choice, so long as 
it is based on clear, simple 
and truthful information. 

“Truth in labelling sup-
ports fair competition and 
market innovation. 

“Australian pork’s 
reputation is built on 
marketing and commu-
nication investments, 
underpinned by science-
based industry integrity 
systems, which provide 
clarity and certainty to 
Australian consumers. 

“This clarity and cer-
tainty supports Austral-
ians in making informed 
purchasing decisions.

“A recent survey con-
ducted by APL shows 
that 50 percent of Aus-
tralians upon initial view 
of package labelling of 
a ‘plant-based roast pork’ 
believed the product was 
made of pork. 

“This confusion poses 
an unacceptable risk to 
the reputation of our in-
dustry and its products, 
as a trusted provider of 

nutritious and ethically 
produced protein. 

“The survey also found 
that about 50 percent of 
respondents believed 
that plant-based products 
shouldn’t be allowed to 
use terms such as ‘pork’ 
or ‘bacon’.

“APL continues to sup-
port the wider success of 
Australian agriculture, 
but it is important that 
consumers have access 
to labelling that ensures 
consumers are not inad-
vertently misled by label-
ling and all proteins on 
our shelves meet the same 
compliance standards that 
the meat and dairy sectors 
currently adhere to.

“It is crucial that regu-
lations under the Food 
Standards Australia and 
New Zealand (FSANZ) 
and Australian Consumer 
Law (Competition and 
Consumer Act) deliver 
this outcome.

“APL firmly believes 
that truth in labelling 
supports an even playing 
ground for Australian 
pork producers and the 
ability of Australian con-
sumers to make informed 
purchasing decisions.” 

Industry backlash to ACCC labelling submission

Former butcher and Nationals Senator Susan McDonald leads the inquiry into the labelling of non-animal 
protein.

SUNPORK has re-
ceived a $2.89 million 
grant to help improve 
animal welfare prac-
tices across the in-
dustry.

Federal Member 
for Farrer Sussan Ley 
said the federal grant 
would help SunPork, 
Australia’s largest pork 
producer, work towards 
eliminating the practice 
of tail removal from 
pigs.

“On this proposal Sun-
Pork will join with its 
research partners at pig 
farms across Australia’s 
eastern states, including 
Farrer producers PIC 
Australasia in Grong 
Grong and Rivalea just 
outside Corowa,” Ms 
Ley said.

SunPork chief execu-
tive officer and man-
aging director Robert 
van Barneveld said pigs 
traditionally had part of 

their tail docked soon 
after birth to prevent tail 
biting later in life.

He said this was a sub-
stantial reputational risk 
that could threaten the 
sustainability of Aus-
tralia’s $5.3 billion pork 
industry.

“Eliminating docking 
will provide significant 
welfare benefits, en-
hancing people’s confi-
dence in our industry, 
which then leads to 

improved market op-
portunities and returns 
for producers,” Dr van 
Barneveld said.

Project participants 
also include the Austral-
asian Pig Research In-
stitute, Animal Genetics 
and Breeding Unit at 
the University of New 
England, University of 
Melbourne, University 
of Queensland, Aus-
tralian Pork Ltd and the 
RSPCA. 

Funding to help SunPork improve future animal welfare practices across the industry.

Grant to grow industry welfare standard

http://www.porknews.com.au


Page 20 – Australian Pork Newspaper, October 2021 www.porknews.com.au

Kym Miller 0439 066 054 
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Kate Parry 0448 340 619 
kate@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693 
ben@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923

For all your livestock needs

Provides high quality products.

Delivered on time.

At competitive pricing.

Supported by the best

available technical  

service in animal and  

livestock nutrition.

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Biosecurity to protect our industry’s bacon
WHETHER you own a 
commercial piggery, 10 
sows or a pet pig, we are 
all part of the one com-
munity – the Australian 
pig community.

To ensure that our 
community is protected 
against diseases, we must 
all do our part in main-
taining good biosecurity 
on our properties. 

Biosecurity can be 
simple and practical while 
still being cost-effective.

Here is a practical 
checklist for all pig pro-
ducers to ensure you are 
doing all you can for your 
pigs and the Australian 
pig community.
Register for a property 
identification code

Each and every property 

with a pig must have a 
registered PIC with their 
local state agricultural de-
partment. 

Here are the contact de-
tails to register for a PIC:

• NSW – apply for a 
PIC through Local Land 
Services, lls.nsw.gov.au/i-
want-to/apply-for-a-prop 
erty-identification-code

• Queensland – when you 
register as a biosecurity en-
tity with Business Queens-
land you will be allocated 
the PIC that is associated 
with the land where you 
keep your animals, busi 
ness.qld.gov.au/industries/
farms-fishing-forestry/agri 
culture/land-management/
pic

• Victoria – apply for a 
PIC through Agriculture 

Victoria, pic.agriculture.
vic.gov.au

• South Australia – apply 
for a PIC through Depart-
ment of Primary Indus-
tries and Regions – note 
PICs require re-registra-
tion every two years, pir.
sa.gov.au /biosecur ity/
animal_health/property_
identification_code_pic 

• Western Australia – 
register as an owner of 
livestock and obtain a 
PIC through the Depart-
ment of Primary Indus-
tries and Regional Devel-
opment’s Brand Office, 
agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-
movement-identification/
livestock-ownership-iden 
tification-and-movement-
western-australia 

• Northern Territory – 

apply for a PIC through 
Department of Industry, 
Tourism and Trade nt.gov.
au /_ _data /assets /pdf_
file/0005/226643/nt-pic-
registration-form.pdf

• Tasmania – apply for a 
PIC through Department of 
Primary Industries, Parks, 
Water and Environment, 
dpipwe.tas.gov.au/agr i 
cu l t u r e /a n i ma l - i ndus 
tries/identifying-selling-
moving-livestock/about-
livestock-identification/
property-identification-
code-(pic)-registration

• ACT – apply for a PIC 
through the Environment, 
Planning and Sustainable 
Development Directorate, 
ablis.business.gov.au/ser 
vice/australian-capital-
territory/registration-of-
a-property-identification-
code-pic-/32538
Register your pig brand 
or purchase NLIS ac-
credited pig tags

Registering your pig 
brand (also called a tattoo) 
is easy, simply contact the 
office in which you ap-
plied for your PIC. 

Alternatively, NLIS ac-
credited pig tags can be 
purchased through any ag-
ricultural reseller that sells 
cattle and sheep tags.

When do you need to use 
a brand or a NLIS accred-
ited pig tag? 

This differs in each state 
– PigPass has a detailed 
explanation of the legisla-
tion in each state.
Register with PigPass

Every pig that will be 
moved, sold or processed 
must first be identified 
with a brand or NLIS ac-
credited pig tag and then 
recorded on the PigPass 
database, pigpass.australi-
anpork.com.au/faq

The PigPass database 
is Australia’s national 
tracking system that pro-
vides real-time informa-
tion on all pig movements. 

If you are moving pigs, 
you are required to fill 
out your PigPass Na-
tional Vendor Declaration 
– available from PigPass 
– and when you are pur-
chasing or moving pigs 
onto your property it’s 
your job to complete the 
movement history on the 
PigPass website.

Consider how you can 
protect your pigs from 
pests and diseases

Having a biosecurity 
plan for your property 
or being involved in the 
Australian Pork Industry 
Quality Assurance Pro-
gram, managed by Aus-
tralian Pork Limited, is 
the best assurance for your 
pigs. 

Information about 
how to develop a bios-
ecurity plan and how 
you can ensure the great 
work you’re doing is gold 
standard can be found on 
the Farm Biosecurity pig 
industry webpage, farm 
biosecur ity.com.au /in 
dustry/pigs/
The right feed for your 
pigs

“We are what we eat,” 
this old saying applies to 
our pigs too! 

Many commercial pro-
ducers possibly have nu-
tritionists helping them 
design a productive ration, 
but if you only have a few 
pigs or maybe a pet pig, 
what resources are avail-
able to you? 

The NSW Department of 
Primary Industries’ Prime 
Fact on pig nutrition is a 
great place to start. 

Feeding a commercial 
pig feed is a good way 
to ensure that you are 
matching your pig’s needs 
with the quality of feed.

It is illegal to feed your 
pigs any swill – also called 
prohibited pig feed. 

Swill is meat, meat by-
products or products that 
may have come into con-
tact with meat. 

Feeding swill is illegal 
as it’s a high-risk practice 
that can lead to outbreaks 
of exotic diseases such as 
African swine fever, foot 
and mouth disease and 
Aujeszky’s disease. 

If Australia had an out-
break of any of these dis-
eases, the ramifications 
could include a total pork 
industry shut down, or 
worse, a shutdown of the 
sheep and cattle industries 
as well in the case of a 
FMD outbreak.
Have the number of a 
pig veterinarian or local 
district veterinarian 
saved

It’s always good prac-
tice to ring for help if you 
notice any signs of illness 
or something unusual in 
your pigs.

Remember good bios-
ecurity will save our pig 
community’s bacon in the 
long run. 

Live yeast for sows and piglets

Microscopic yeast, 

macroscopic effects !

LEVUCELL SB helps maintain a stable and positive microbiota and improve sow’s 
intestinal transit with less constipation in peri-partum. With optimized farrowing 
conditions and well-being, sows fed with LEVUCELL SB deliver vigorous piglets 
with a reduced risk of digestive troubles in newborn piglets.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION    SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS
T: (07) 5451 0125 | E: LAN-Aus@lallemand.com 
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

Whether you own a commercial piggery, 10 sows or a pet pig, we must all do our 
part in maintaining good biosecurity on our properties.
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.
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     pressure cleaner manufacturer

Ÿ Aussie quality

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Ÿ 2,000 psi to 5,000 psi

Ÿ OH&S friendly stainless 
      steel frames

Come clean with Aussie

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

RG Campbell Advisory

Dr Roger Campbell
Director 
ABN 79626160085

roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.au

Phone/ +61 407 774 714
linkedin.com/in/roger-campbell-95237356
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Jodie Driscoll
0428 247 272

Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961

Fabian Barcelo
0447 444 674

www.porknews.com.au

Ben Collins  
BBus DipMgt GradDipEd

Advertising & Marketing Manager

P: 07 3286 1833   M: 0439 708 602
E: ben@collins.media  PO Box 162, Wynnum QLD 4178

Greg Heeney
Country Manager

gheeney@zinpro.com 
O 1800 946 776
M 61 428 162 193
F 1800 839 796

Australia
PO Box 1105
Wagga Wagga NSW 2650

www.porknews.com.au

Advertise your 
business card here
call 07 3286 1833

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES

Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Kate Parry 0448 340 619

Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693

PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411  M 0431 679 053
E TOM@MYORA.COM.AU  W MYORA.COM.AU

TOM BRAUN
MANAG ING DIRECTOR

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)

Murray Bridge SA 5253

P  08 8531 2700
F  08 8531 2711

M  0419 559 011

E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com

W www.jacksonsaustralia.com
Aaron Hines
Sales & Production Manager

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463

M +61 417 930 536

E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 

Western Australia 6162

PIC Australia

Clark Forbes, National Business Manager
M: 0427 909 361  E: cforbes@picaustralia.com.au

Mal Auld, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0427 086 931  E: mauld@picaustralia.com.au

Dr Pat Mitchell, Genetic Services Manager
M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au

PIC Australasia Pty Ltd, PO Box 39, Grong Grong NSW 2652
P: 02 6956 2105 F: 02 6956 2203 E: info@picaustralia.com.au

NEVER STOP IMPROVING

Phone: (07) 4634 7344 Mobile: 0428 474 057 
Freecall: 1800 242 699

david@customvac.com.au
www.customvac.com.au

24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

David Sinclair
Operations Manager

Bulk Feed Transport and Silo Aeration

Leon Hall
MBA, B.Sc.(Agric.) (Hons.) Anim. Sci.
Industry Manager, Animal Nutrition
Australia & New Zealand

BASF Australia Ltd.
Level 12

28 Freshwater Place
Southbank VIC 3006

Mobile +61 457 104 105
Fax +61 3 8855 6511

leon.hall@basf.com
www.animal-nutrition.basf.com

Garry Grant 
T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E  - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

General Manager

HydroInnovations.com.au

Global-Mark.com.au®

Q
ua

lit
y M

anagement . ISO 9001 

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://www.treidlia.com.au
http://www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au
http://www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
http://www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
http://www.zinpro.com
http://www.futurepork.com.au
http://www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
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extra flow for fast, effective 
wash-down

Heavy duty blasters with 

02 8865 3500

 only $ +gst       

Aussie Pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Only while stocks last

Flows to 21 lpm
2,600 psi
Honda 13hp 

2,460

25%
off

Ÿ Cast iron

Ÿ Self-priming

Ÿ Big flows

Ÿ Great prices for Australian 
      Pork Limited members

Ÿ ISO 9001

Ÿ 2", 3" & 4" 
      semi trash pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Rick Carter, Ph.D.
Technical Services Manager
Pacific

Animal Nutrition and Health 
Asia Pacific

office: +02 9844 5700
mobile: +61 (0) 412 888485

rick.carter@kemin.com

kemin.com/ap_animal

Trina Parker
Country President

Kemin Australia & NZ

Animal Nutrition and Health 
Asia Pacific

office: +02 9844 5700 (AU)
0800 536 466 (NZ)

mobile: +64  274 872524

trina.parker@kemin.com

Shane Nicholson (Qld) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Bruce Lockwood (Qld) 
Tel: 0400 700 559

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity  
Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231
Alltech Lienert Australia 

8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy, SA, 5371

Regional Sales Representatives 
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Todd Greenwood (Vic) 
Tel: 0437 056 369

Linda Scotts (NSW) 
Tel: 0428 972 599

Vin Modra (SA) 
Tel: 0407 723 679 

Brian Warneke (SA) 
Tel: 0436 193 253

Alan Smith
B. Ag. Sci.

Managing Director

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
P.O. Box 1 Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale Mobile: +61 414 432 790
Victoria 3351 asmith@minitube.com.au
Australia www.minitube.com

Phone: 07 4634 2166

F Piggery blinds
F Replacement covers
F Dam liners
F Custom made to your specifications

Email: ddt@ddt.com.au

33 Industrial Ave, Toowoomba QLD 4350

www.ddt.com.au

NATHAN DWYER
Key Account Manager

AusPac Ingredients Pty.Ltd.
Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340
Mobile  +61 (0) 429 127 599
Tel   +61 2  6762 7708
Fax  +61 2  6762 7709
Email  nathan@auspacingredients.com.au

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Laboratory ServicesACE
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

PH  : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

http://www.porknews.com.au
http://aussiepumps.com.au
http://www.kemin.com/ap_animal
http://www.farmmark.com.au
http://alltech.com
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M A S T E R  T H I S  A R T  W I T H  B O E H R I N G E R  I N G E L H E I M
With our one-shot oil-free vaccines, you can feel confident that your whole herd is protected.

VACCINATION IS NOT AN ART.
Protection, with proven safety, is.

Reference: 1. Piontkowski M., et al (2008) Ingelvac MycoFLEX® provides at least 26 weeks duration of immunity against M. hyopneumoniae. Allen D. Leman Swine Conference – Recent Research Reports. p26. Boehringer Ingelheim 
Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. ®Ingelvac CircoFLEX, Ingelvac MycoFLEX, Ingelvac ImpranFLEX, and FLEXcombo are registered trademarks of Boehringer 
Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0024-2021

3 billion pigs protected globally with Ingelvac CircoFLEX, which 
means more experience and data than any other comparable 
PCV2 vaccine.

Ingelvac CircoFLEX provides effective PCV2 control with the 
convenience of a one-shot vaccine and proven safety for the 
whole herd makes Ingelvac CircoFLEX customers’ No.1 choice 
globally and locally in PCVAD control.

1 billion pigs protected globally with Ingelvac MycoFLEX, provides 
proven safety, efficacy, and rapid onset of long-lasting immunity 
against Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae for the whole herd.

• Up to 26 weeks of immunity demonstrated in a field study1

•  Contains the innovative ImpranFLEX® adjuvant technology that 
provides rapid onset of immunity as well as a low risk 
of adverse reactions in pigs

Whole herd protection starts with a single injection

WHEN YOU DEMAND PERFORMANCE, TURN TO THE PRODUCTS YOU TRUST

http://www.porknews.com.au

