Phone: 07 4697 3344 • Fax 07 4697 3532

www.stockyardindustries.com

Vol 20. No. 11 November 2016 Australian Pork Newspaper PO Box 387 Cleveland 4163 Phone (07) 3286 1833 Fax (07) 3821 2637 Email ben@porknews.com.au

Pork meeting season approaches
OCTOBER and November
are always very busy times
with annual general meetings and other conferences
and it’s no different in the
pork industry.

Tong Park Piggery farrowing supervisor Dannielle McAuliffe. Four autistic adults will soon be
employed at Tong Park.

Pork CRC backs autistic employment
PORK CRC and the South
Australian government have
contributed $150,000 towards
a world-first initiative by Autism CRC and SunPork Farms
to employ autistic adults in
animal care positions in the
Australian pork industry.
Pilot projects in SA and
Queensland will employ a minimum of four autistic adults in
animal care positions within
SunPork Farms operations in
each state.
Collectively, development
and assessment of the program
represents a financial commitment by SunPork Farms, Autism CRC and Specialisterne
exceeding $800,000.
Program goals include:
• Identifying and employing
diverse skills and talents of
autistic adults in animal care;
• Developing innovative solutions that continue to provide optimal welfare for livestock; and
• Building capacity within the
agricultural sector to employ
autistic adults.
The project offers life-changing opportunities for people

on the spectrum and further
improvement in the welfare of
livestock.
Pork CRC CEO Roger Campbell said the CRC for High
Integrity Australian Pork was
proud to be involved with such
a game-changing project and
encouraged everyone to make
the opportunity known to those
who might be eligible to apply.
“It’s the most exciting project
we’ve been involved with and I
congratulate Autism CRC and
SunPork Farms for coming up
with something so innovative,”
Dr Campbell said.
“This initiative will open up
a whole new world to autistic
people and those on the autism
spectrum and with Australia’s
pork industry needing to boost
its pool of dedicated animal
carers to maintain and, indeed,
improve our existing high wel-

fare standards, this is a winwin for all parties.
“World-leading Pork CRC
supported science and research
and development has clearly
demonstrated the very real link
between good stockmanship
and good productivity.
“With this in mind, I believe
we can continue to improve
welfare and productivity outcomes by embracing a new
group of enthusiastic, incentivised piggery workers.”
SunPork Farms seeks eight
motivated individuals to fill
Pig Care positions, with four
to be based in the Wasleys and
Sheaoak Log regions of SA and
four based one hour outside Dalby at Tong Park Piggery on the
Queensland Darling Downs.
Queensland
applications
closed on October 31 and SA
applications close at 5pm, December 18.
Potential applicants and interested parties should visit
au.specialisterne.com/autismand-agriculture or email jay.
hobbs@specialisterne.com
www.porkcrc.com.au

I recently attended a number of meetings and conferences including the Andrew
Forrest initiative, ASA100,
which stands for Australia
Sino 100 Year Agricultural
and Food Safety Partnership.
This initiative, which Australian Pork Limited is associated with, attempts to free
up the flow of trade and investment between Australia
and China in agricultural
commodities and food.
There was quite a bit of
media coverage of a speech
by Andrew Forrest relating
to the need to have a strong
over-arching brand for Australian produce in China
to ensure the very positive
reputation and image it has
is used for greatest outcomes
for our trade prosperity there.
This has been a hard sell,
with many companies trading
into China who focus strongly
on their own company brands
without seeing the value in an
additional Australian brand to
complement them.
The meeting culminated in
a dinner with the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
for Agriculture and Water
Resources Barnaby Joyce,
where the Chinese Ambassador Mr Cheng Jingye also
attended.
The National Farmers’ Federation Congress was also
held recently and it focused
on the rapid evolution and
adoption of new technologies
in Australian agriculture.
A number of panels with
various federal politicians
also provided some interesting commentary and entertainment.
I was invited to be part
of a panel discussing animal
welfare issues at the LIVEX
Forum recently too.
This is the conference for
the live exports industry.
Just like our industry, they
have a lot of attention from

Point of View
by ANDREW SPENCER CEO

animal rights activists but
unlike our industry, none of
their product is actually consumed by Australian consumers or community.
There are some interesting
parallels with the pork industry in how they are attempting to increase the transparency of their industry, and
the difficulty in communicating more broadly that
they are leading the world in
managing animal welfare for
our live export industry – in
Australia and beyond.
Shortly I will head off to
the World Meat Congress in
Uruguay.
This conference is held
every two years and addresses subjects for the meat industry around sustainability,
animal welfare, economics
and nutritional issues associated with our products.
I represent APL on the International Meat Secretariat
on the Pork Committee as
Secretary.
And of course, as many of
you already know, the APL
Delegates’ Forum, annual
conference and AGM are due
to take place in mid-November in Melbourne.
APL members are warmly
invited to attend these meetings and the cocktail event on
the evening of November 16.
The week following will
see the Pork CRC AGM and
stakeholders’ day as well
as the AGM for the new
research and development
body for the pork industry,
Australasian Pork Research

Institute Limited.
APRIL is being developed
to take up where the Pork
CRC will drop off in mid2019 once its term has finished.
APRIL is now signing on
members, of which APL is
one, and it will eventually be
commissioning projects with
funding from commercialisation products emanating
from the Pork CRC, membership fees and allocations
from APL.
These R&D projects will
not duplicate but complement the work already being
done by APL, and perhaps
work more in the area of
products that can be developed for the market.
It was pointed out to me
at a recent producer meeting that with a lot of staff
turnover at APL over the
past 12 months or so, some
of the connections between
pig producers and APL have
weakened a bit.
This is something we hope
to rectify in time, and members should note that a quick
way to connect with APL is
to contact our Membership
Services Manager James
Battams who will look after
any APL-related concerns
you might have, or direct you
to the correct staff member.
Remember to use our tollfree number: 1800 789 099.
I look forward to catching
up with many of you at the
forthcoming Delegates’ Forum and annual conference
in Melbourne on November
16 and 17.

DRINKING SYSTEMS
FOR ALL YOUR
WATERING NEEDS
• Nipple drinkers
Stockyard Industries
54 King Street,
• Drinking bowls
Clifton QLD 4361
• Water connection units
07 4697 3344
• Medicators
www.stockyardindustries.com
www.porknews.com.au

Expanding the ‘Pigs in Schools’ education program

07 3286 1833
Pig Industry
Calendar of Events
2016
NOV 14 - 16 – Symposium on Gut
Health in Production of Food
Animals, St Louis, Missouri, US www.
guthealthsymposium.com/2016/
default.asp
NOV 14 - 16 – North American PRRS
Symposium, Chicago, Illinois US,
www.vet.k-state.edu/na-prrs
NOV 15 - 18 – EuroTier, Hanover,
Germany www.eurotier.com

2017
JAN 3 - 5 – Oxford Farming Conference,
Oxford, United Kingdom www.ofc.org.
uk/conference/2016/2016-conference
JAN 10 - 12 – Banff Pork Seminar, Banff,
Canada www.banffpork.ca
JAN 17 - 18 – Minnesota Pork Congress,
Minneapolis, USA www.mnporkcongress.
com
FEB 25 - 28 – AASV Annual Meeting,
Denver, Colorado, US www.aasv.org

MAR 15 - 17 – VIV Asia, Bangkok,
Thailand www.vivasia.nl
APR 4 – Livestock Forum, Barcelona,
Spain www.livestockforum.com
APR 24 - 26 – Livestock Philippines
2017, Passay City, Phillipines www.
livestockphilippines.com

I AM sure many of you
are aware of the current
activities of the Australian Pork Limited ‘Pigs
in Schools’ program…
however for those who
aren’t, here is a brief
summary before I discuss several new initiatives.
APL has developed a
suite of educational resources that are freely
available for teachers
throughout Australia.
Currently there are five
resources and these target
students from kindergarten through to year 10.
These resources are focused on pork production
in Australia and cover
each aspect of the supply
chain.
Topics explored include:
pig production systems in
Australia, our world-leading traceability system
PhysiTrace, our welfare
standards and research,
environmental initiatives,
APIQP and the process
of becoming a qualityassured producer, the PigPass NVD system, technologies used in industry
as well as marketing of
Australian pork.
Throughout each resource, the key messages
and themes remain constant.
Teachers, and therefore
students, are presented
with the truth about our
industry and are subsequently encouraged to
make informed and educated choices that ensure
they are buying Australian-produced pork, and
perhaps more importantly,
understand the value of
making such a choice.
Ultimately, this program
is about both succession
planning and consumer
education.
It is hoped that, in the
future, as a result of learning about our fantastic industry, students will pursue a career in some area
of the pork supply chain.
This venture also provides a good opportunity
for students to learn why
it is important to buy Australian-produced pork.
We have made the re-

MAY 18 - 20 – China Animal Husbandry
Expo (CAHE), Qingdao International
Expo Centre, China www.caaa.com.cn
JUN 7 - 9 – World Pork Expo, Iowa,
Des Moines, US www.worldpork.org
JUN 11 - 14 – 10th International
Conference on Pig Reproduction,
Columbia, Missouri US www.muconf.
missouri.edu/ICPR2017/Index.html

by HEATHER CHANNON
Acting Research and Innovation
General Manager

sources as teacher friendly as possible in order to
maximise their use in the
education system.
They are all linked to
the national curriculum
and are also cross-curricular linked.
Examples of this are
links to sustainability, science, agriculture, design
and technology, just to
name a few.
Each of the resources
have specific curriculum
links and an assessment
rubric within the document in addition to suggested lesson plans and
background industry information.
This essentially means
that teachers are able to
open the resource and begin to use it without having to do further research
on the subject area or have
any prior knowledge.
As a result of the use of
the resources and networking, APL is often invited to
be involved in agricultural
education days throughout
Australia.
Primarily, R&I Manager Technology Adoption
and Industry Capability
Ashley Norval represents
APL at these events and
speaks to students of all
ages about the industry
and pig production.
She also engages students
in activities to help teach
them about pigs: for example, learning about the
cuts of pork, biogas production, what we feed pigs, and
more recently, pig behaviour and simple probability
via piglet races (to a very
young audience!).
Now, for the future.
As previously mentioned,

Mycofix

the five resources currently
available focus on pig production in Australia and the
pork supply chain.
The next resource to be
released in November focuses on how to cook with
pork and this will enable
industry to engage with a
completely new complement of teachers across
Australia.
Food Technology teachers will be targeted with
the release of ‘Pork is on
the Menu’.
Aimed at years 9 and
10, ‘Pork is on the Menu’
engages with teachers and
students by enabling them
to design a menu for a
function that uses pork in
all the dishes.
In addition, APL is in
the process of putting together a recipe book to
support this new resource.
Aimed to a secondary
school audience, we anticipate the recipe book will
become a valuable reference tool for students for
many years to come and
be useful when deciding
what to cook – hopefully
ensuring ‘Pork is on the
Menu’ for an increasing
number of households.
However, a significant
barrier to the teacher uptake of the resource is the
lack of funding that many
schools experience to enable them to buy the meat
for use in the lesson.
That is why APL and a
supply chain partner are
working together to supply the pork for two lessons per school at no cost
to the school.
Another new aspect of
the program is the 2017
Sydney Royal Pig Show –

®

Commercial Pig Schools
Competition.
Quite a mouthful, I
know!
Essentially, APL is partnering with the Royal
Agricultural Society of
New South Wales to run a
hoof and hook pig competition at the 2017 Sydney
Royal Easter Show.
The model for this competition is not a new one
– it is well known that the
involvement of school students in producing a steer
for such competitions has
been the starting point for
a student’s career in agriculture.
The concept is simple.
Students gain exposure
to commercial production techniques while
still competing against
other schools (rather than
the rest of the industry)
– somewhat levelling out
the playing field and making it both a valuable networking and educational
experience.
Because the competition in 2017 is the first
‘Commercial Pig Schools’
venture to be run at the
Sydney Easter Show, entries will be limited to 15
schools.
It is pleasing to note
that we had to increase
this from 10 schools, as
originally planned, due to
the overwhelming interest
from schools throughout
NSW.
The program will be
reassessed after the 2017
Show.
As well as presenting their pigs to meet set
specifications, schools
and their students will be
required to keep records,
use industry resources to
show that they have cared
for their pigs properly, be
APIQP certified and present a record (that could
include still or video footage) of how they cared for
their pigs.
As a condition of entering next year’s competition, each school needs to
demonstrate it is using the
APL resources and is also
capable of raising the animals in a suitable, competent and welfare-friendly

manner.
Schools will each present a pen of three animals to the show.
It is anticipated that
schools will only have the
pigs for six to eight weeks
prior to the show.
During this time the students will be involved in
the day-to-day management of their pigs.
APIQP management
will work with each
teacher and their students
to achieve conditional
APIQP certification as
part of their education and
experience.
It’s hoped the students
will obtain a good understanding of what is required to run a commercial piggery and develop
an interest in the industry
for the future.
Students will also be put
through the ProHand Pigs
course as part of their experience and training.
Pigs will remain at the
showground through the
first week of the show,
with students and teachers responsible for feeding
and maintaining the pigs
as well as participating in
a judging competition.
Students will be parading their pigs and their
handling skills will be
included in the judging
process.
Following the live judging, pigs will be sent for
processing, where individual carcasses and pens
will be assessed.
Carcass feedback will
be provided back to the
schools as part of the
learning experience and
results and winners will
be announced and presented at the Show.
If you are in NSW and
know of a school that may
like to be involved in this
competition in 2017 and
beyond, please contact
Ashley Norval on 02 6270
8823 – there are still a
number of spots to fill.
For further information on any of the topics
discussed, please do not
hesitate to contact me on
0423 056 045 or heather.
channon@australianpork.
com.au
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Proven protection
… throughout the entire production cycle.

JUL 21 - 14 – AVMA Convention,
Indianapolis, Indiana US www.avma.
org

Ï¹ÅŰÎ® is the solution for
mycotoxin risk management.

AUG 29 - 31 – SIAVS - International
Poultry and Pork Show, São Paulo,
Brazil www.siavs.org.br/?lang=en

EU Authorised*
* Regulation No 1115/2014, No 1016/2013 &
No 1060/2013

2018
MAR 3 - 6 – Annual Meeting of the
American Association of Swine, San
Diego, California, US www.aasv.org/
annmtg
How to supply event details: Send all details
to Australian Pork Newspaper, PO Box 387,
Cleveland, Qld 4163, fax: 07 3821 2637,
email: ben@porknews.com.au
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A triple C: course, China and calliper

Initiatives
by DR ROGER CAMPBELL
CEO

The industry is very
profitable at the moment,
with average cost of production around $A3.70/
kg carcass weight and average price at $A5.10/kg
carcass weight.
Average carcass weight
is about 79kg but everything is sold and priced on
live weight.
The larger companies
have a lower cost of production than the average and some have made
billions in the past 12
months.
There is tremendous
expansion and consolidation occurring across the
industry, with the government closing down smaller producers and moving
pigs away from the people.
The government is also
introducing many more
regulations to reduce the
water and air pollution associated with pork production.
Where it all ends up
remains unknown, but it
will be different and it is
likely China will import
5-10 percent of its needs.
This equates to 32-65
million pigs annually and
is likely to initially cause
disruption to global pork
markets and, ultimately,
longer-term supply contracts.

To give you a feel for the
size of China’s industry
and how it is changing, the
biggest production company in China has permits
for and is in the process of
expanding its production
by 20 million pigs.
I told you last month that
a sow body condition calliper caught my interest
when in Canada in September, hence following is
an outline of what I heard

Happy students and teachers at the completion of the 2016 Roseworthy Pig
Course. Registration is now open for the 2017 course.
Born alive

Pigs weaned

PW survival

13

100

A

90

12

80
70

11

>13 - 16<

60
50

10

Pre-weaning survival, %

In 2017 the course will
run at Roseworthy in
South Australia from January 30 to February 10.
The course has been career changing for many
and covers the basics and
the latest developments in
pork production, from reproduction to marketing,
with visits to mills and
abattoirs and much more.
If you want to understand the industry and
learn the latest from the
best, then register now.
Pork CRC covers travel
and other costs for the
first 15 production-based
personnel to register for
the course, so discuss it
with those you need to
in your organisation and
lodge your registration.
Details are on our website (www.porkcrc.com.
au) or can be obtained
from Rebecca Smith at
Pork CRC (rebecca.
smith@porkcrc.com.au)
or course co-ordinator
Dr William van Wettere
at the University of Adelaide School of Animal
and Veterinary Sciences
(william.vanwettere@ad
elaide.edu.au).
China challenge
I spent five days in China in mid-October at a
very large technical meeting attended by 600 people including nutritionists,
production and technical
staff from pork businesses
and company owners.
I didn’t hear much on the
technical or research side
we didn’t already know,
but I learnt a little about
the Chinese pork industry.

and how I think you might
make use of it.
Hearing an interesting
presentation on the use of
a calliper developed by Assistant Prof and Extension
Swine Specialist at North
Carolina State University
Dr Mark Knauer to objectively measure body composition of sows certainly
sparked my interest.
Use of the calliper on
commercial herds has
considerably reduced feed
cost in gestation and it appears that reproduction is
optimised over a narrow
calliper range.
This is shown in Figure 1.
Talking to the inventor,
there seems no doubt that
sows classified as fat have
smaller litters and wean
fewer pigs.
We have always known
this but the calliper makes

Pigs, n

WE are getting close
to the end of the year,
which means the annual
Roseworthy pig course
‘The Science and Practice of Pig Production’ is
not far off.
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Figure 1: Calliper score and reproductive parameters.
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Protection and Proﬁt
from START to FINISH

The sow calliper.

Porcilis PCV
®

Long-term PCV2 immunity for performance and proﬁt
A single vaccination (2 mL) to pigs from 3 weeks of age*
Rapid onset of immunity with long-term protection
Reduces viral load and shedding
Reduces mortality*
Reduces weight loss*
Increases average daily weight gain*
* During the fattening period. Refer to registered product label for full claim details.
Refer to Technical brochure for details of trial data.
Intervet Australia Pty Limited trading as MSD Animal Health ABN 79 008 467 034

Toll free 1800 033 461 www.msd-animal-health.com.au
Amanda Vardanega 0427 011 579
AU/POK/0715/0015 (1)

Dr Mark Knauer, developer of the sow body condition
calliper.
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A triple C: course, China and calliper
☛ from P3

Australian Pork Limited
Notice of 2016 Annual
General Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the
Annual General Meeting of Australian Pork Limited
(ABN 83 092 783 278) (APL) will be held on
Thursday 17 November 2016 commencing at 12.30pm
(Australian Eastern Daylight Savings Time) at the
Melbourne Marriott Hotel (Exhibition Room), Corner
Exhibition and Lonsdale Streets, Melbourne, Victoria, 3000.

it easier to assess and control body condition than
visual body condition
scoring.
All the figures included
in my column have been
taken from reports by
Mark Knauer.
The difference in calliper score for two farms
owned by the same company is shown in Figure 4.
The change in calliper
score over time, along
with feed changes and
cost savings are shown in
Figures 2 and 3.
The calliper is easy to
use and there is a YouTube
video available on how
to use it (https://youtu.be/
YgxQEIzkjbQ).
The calliper score seems
independent of parity and
has generated a lot of interest and use in the US.
Sows are assessed at

mating and every five to
six weeks as needed and
their feed intake adjusted
accordingly.
I have a standard operating plan on use of
the calliper and feeding
levels developed by Hanor Farms and I’m happy
to send you a copy but
Australian producers will
need to work out intakes

for our conditions and
probably start by relating
calliper score to visual
body condition score.
Nevertheless, there is
something in this and you
should give it a go.
The calliper costs
$US200 and can be ordered direct from Mark at
mtknauer@gmail.com
www.porkcrc.com.au

Figure 2: Change in feed intake in gestation for an
18,000-sow unit.

If you need more information please contact APL Events and
Membership Executive, Heidi Eldridge on 02 6270 8807 or at
heidi.eldridge@australianpork.com.au.

Figure 3: Change in calliper score over a four-month period. Feed savings associated with the change totalled $US285,000 and the ‘ideal’ calliper score is 13-16.

Figure 4: Calliper scores for two farms with the same genetics and feeds.
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www.primegro.com.au
Results are based on typical progeny growth performance
achieved using Primegro Genetics grown under a high health
environment and fed using the Rivalea Nutritional Program.
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Call Warwick Prestwood on 0459 111 105
www.nutekbuildingsystems.com.au | 08 8534 3099
www.porknews.com.au

Six fundamentals to achieve your
animals’ genetic potential.
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Nutrients are a potent stimulus of gene expression. Knowing this helps us explain why
performance can be improved and provides important clues on HOW to optimiVe the cell, tissue
and organ function through the diet. Nutrigenomics ensures precision nutrition that targets
animal performance looking to the future and what physical, ﬁnancial and environmental
beneﬁts can be sustained.

NUTRITION PROGRAM

Tel: 1 800 649 231 | lienerts.com.au
Lienert Australia Head Office | 8 Roseworthy Rd | Roseworthy 5371 | SA | Australia
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Pork production open for business
IN ‘prepping’ for this
month’s column I happened to revisit the equivalent month’s column from
2008.

The revolution in feed digestibility

SMILE

THROUGH

SUMMER

STRESS

Reduces sow’s body weight loss during
lactation with improved feed digestibility.
info@becfeed.com.au
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Headlined
‘Pushing
pork’s price point’, it began
like this:
“Increasingly people are
starting to talk up the price
of pork.
The traditional producer’s
lament is “heh, I’m not being paid enough, especially
with such high inputs, particularly the cost of grain”.
Well, with some grain
prices coming off a bit
of late, producers will at
least soon have the margin
between cost and price reduced, which will be some
sort of relief.
As for price increases,
well that’s something between them and their chosen processor or agent.
What I’m hearing out
there in shopper and consumer land is that pork is
cheap and maybe too cheap,
relative to lamb and beef.
I agree and think pork is
usually the superior product
of the ‘big three’.
It more often cooks and
tastes the way it should and
now that the oft-repeated
message that pork should
not be overcooked is finally
starting to get through to
Aussie kitchens and barbecues, rarely do you have a
tough eating experience.
If consumers drive demand and therefore drive
price and they can be
convinced pork is a superior product, surely that can
translate into more sales at
higher prices and, therefore,
more in the pockets of pork
producers, processors and
sellers.
That way everyone’s happy, except maybe lamb and
beef producers!
While I admit my magical market analysis is back
of the cigarette packet stuff
(even more magical ‘cos I
don’t smoke), I maintain
that pork for too long has
languished, relative to ‘the
other two’, at or near the
bottom of shopping lists and
menus.
Of course, convincing
more people to eat pork and
convincing people to eat
more pork are two different things and two different
challenges.”
Well, I must say, it could
be said that not a lot has
changed in the past eight
years.
While most producers
would be pretty happy with
the price they’re currently

Cant Comment
by
BRENDON CANT
receiving and grain prices
have come back a fair bit,
making profit margins more
palatable, let us not forget
that most have also had
to invest heavily in recent
years to meet new(ish) industry welfare standards.
That said, surely it is a
good thing that they can
now begin to reap the rewards of that investment,
even if it is simply a matter
of recovering costs.
The next frontier on the
welfare/price front is, of
course, producers being
paid premium prices for
premium products, whether
that be simply a product
produced under a higher
welfare regime or one with
a niche marketing edge.
Either way, consumers
will need to recognise the
efforts of those Australian pork producers who are
clearly committed to producing a high(er) integrity
pork product by paying a
premium for premium pork.
For a very contemporary
‘spin’ on where Australian pork production is going and how some see it,
I’d recommend you take a
look at SBS TV’s For the
Love of Meat episode two

of three, which focused on
pigs and aired on October
27 (www.sbs.com.au/onde
mand/video/785444931937/
for-the-love-of-meat-withmatthew-evans).
Former chef turned media
man and small-time Tasmanian pig farmer (outdoor/
free range) Matthew Evans
poses a few curly questions
of our industry while trying
to ‘educate’ consumers on
how their pork is produced.
I must commend West
Australian pork producer
and 2010 RIRDC Australian Rural Woman of the
Year Sue Middleton, sisterin-law of well-known WA
porcine veterinarian and
former Australian Pork
Limited Board member Dr
Chris Brennan, for opening
up the piggery she runs at
Wongan Hills with husband
Michael Brennan.
Walking Matthew through
the farm’s breeding facility,
Sue presented a balanced,
thoughtful case in favour of
farrowing pens, with Matthew coming on board, to
a point, about the positive
merits of superior piglet survival when farrowing pens
are employed.
I get why industry bodies and individual producers balk at opening up piggeries, especially intensive
ones, to the media, but presenters and commentators,
even those on the ‘friendly’
spectrum such as Matthew
Evans, when snubbed, will
usually default to the oftquoted line: “well they must
have something to hide if
they don’t want us to see
what happens.”
Where once upon a time
curious consumers were
essentially satisfied with
knowing their pork’s provenance, these days they want
to know not just where it’s
come from but the quality of
its journey from paddock, or
piggery, to plate.

The author loves pork belly. Does he care how the pig
responsible for it was farmed? Yes, he does.
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Where has pig
price growth gone?
WHILE some in our industry would prefer not
to have to look beyond
the farm gate, we are
all clear that everyone
has to.
After all, beyond the
farm gate is where all the
revenue is.
Whether the customer
relationship is loyal, lovehate, personal or transactional, everybody has a
buyer.
And, however inconvenient it is, it’s the buyer who
decides what they want,
then tells their suppliers
what they want and then,
generally speaking, the
closer the supplier gets
to the buyer’s needs, the
more money the supplier
gets.
The final buyer is the
shopper, and recently increased demand from
shoppers has been converted into higher retail
prices more than volume
sales, mainly benefitting
retailers.
However, most of those
increases in prices have
not flowed through to the
producer prices recently.
In fact, in 2016, we have
seen some softening, albeit from unheard of heights
last Christmas.
So, what’s going on?
Generally, there are two
margins in food value
chains; there’s the one
the retailer makes and the

Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON
General Manager Marketing

other one, which is what
everyone else in the value
chain shares.
This is certainly true in
our industry where wholesale pork prices and pig
prices follow very similar
trends.
Unless there is a retail
price war, it is very rare
for retail margins to go
anywhere but up in the
long term.
This obviously means
the rest of the margin is
shared between the producer, abattoir and wholesaler.
In the run up to Christmas 2012, there was a
mini jump in wholesale
gross margins (sell price
minus buy price) and another mini jump in the run
up to Christmas 2014.
However, since Christmas last year, wholesale
prices have fallen, which
has had an effect on some
producers and reduced the
national average pig price

(we have used the buyer’s
one in Figure 1).
So why is that?
My guess is there have
been three factors that
have combined to cause
this.
The first is that Australian pig meat prices have
diverged from global prices (except China).
This makes Australia
an even more attractive
country for exporter
countries than we were
already.
The second factor is
product innovation in
wholesalers using cooked
meat – either cooked in
approved Australian facilities (such as cooked
bellies) or cooked meat,
which is treated as canned
product.
This is heated to a very
high temperature and then
doesn’t need to be kept
cold to have a 12-month
shelf life (such as ribs –
yes bones are allowed in

canned-type product).
The products are attractive in mainstream casual
dining outlets because
they are arguably more
convenient, acceptable in
quality and cheaper.
The third factor is
these type of outlets are
driven by cost because
their shoppers are driven
by cost much more than
provenance.
Because both bellies
and ribs have been highly
valuable cuts, downward
pressure on wholesale
prices has also affected
some producers.
For example, in Figure
3 are some NSW bellies,
loins and middles data
wholesale prices.
We can see that while
belly prices appear to
remain respectable, they
have certainly come down
from their highs of late
last year and early this
year.
Currently we are working on whether there are
ways to counter this, but
given the cost difference,
in markets that are cost
sensitive this is not easy
or simple.
We are mindful that
anything we do as an industry needs to provide
the producer with the best
return on investment.
We will continue to
monitor this situation
closely.

Figure 1: Pricing by supply chain stage.

Figure 2: International pig price comparison.

Figure 3: Loin, belly and saddle prices over time.
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Each ready-to-use injection provides piglets with the
recommended initial dose of iron for growth and health.
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Be prepared for storm season
THE storm season
is off and running in
Queensland, not to
mention the severe
wind and rain events
that have occurred
across the southern
states.

While Mother Nature
can strike anywhere and
at any time, you will
come out of a weather
event better if you are
prepared.
Whether it’s a cyclone,
flood or fire, many producers often find themselves underprepared
and this article is designed to challenge your
level of readiness.
Some of the things you
should consider include
a list of emergency contacts from police, state
emergency services, fire
services and the state
disaster management
centre for your area.
Power supply is one of
the first services that can
be lost, so contact numbers need to be readily
available, as should be
your alternative service
option.
Testing back-up generators and having adequate fuel supplies is a
great idea.
Having some emergency roofing material

President’s Perspective
by JOHN COWARD

is wise because while
emergency services personnel can assist, they
will prioritise public demand first.
With strong wind a
common occurrence in
storms and cyclones,
checking and tightening feed bin and auger
tie-downs can limit potential damage to these
structures.
To assist in addressing potential fail points,
you should ask yourself:
what would you do and
who will be involved if
any of your critical supports were damaged or
lost?
Identify all the key elements of your operation,
record them on paper
and then add the actions
you would take if required.
This should include
suppliers of feed and so
on, and don’t forget staff
who may not be able to

get to work if there is a
flood or fire.
This paper document
and the key contact
numbers should be part
of your emergency response plans and be in a
handy position to use if
required.
By developing an
emergency
response
plan, you will have staff
and yourself better prepared to manage a disaster event and limit its
impact on your business.
Producers should also
have plans to address
farm raids by activists.
Assistance in this area
is available through the
APL Members website.
Pork Queensland Inc
directors are trained as
industry officers to assist government and industry recover from a
disaster event, whether
it be a natural disaster
or an exotic disease outbreak.

Most successful animal health
vaccine of all time reaches milestone

New ROTO feeders
At last! A feeder at an economical price
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End the feed waste!
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VETERINARIANS and
pig farmers have protected over two billion pigs
around the world against
porcine circovirus disease using Ingelvac CircoFLEX, the most successful animal health
vaccine of all time based
on yearly sales.
With more than eight
pigs vaccinated every
second worldwide, the
vaccine contributes to
sustainable production
and supply of healthy, nutritious pork around the
world like no other.
Head of Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health
George Heidgerken said,
“We are very proud of
this milestone, and we
know it has been finally
achieved by our customers – veterinarians and pig
farmers around the world
doing their best to prevent
disease.”
“We would like to thank
them for the trust and loyalty they put into Ingelvac
CircoFLEX vaccine.
“We continue to strive
to provide the best protection against porcine circovirus to the global pig
industry by an integrated
solutions approach.
“This includes the supply of a high-quality vaccine and tailored customer
services.”
Porcine circovirus disease can have a devastating impact on pig health,
causing suffering to the
animals and economic
damage to farmers.

An infection with PCV2
in unprotected pigs may
lead to wasting, paleness
of skin, respiratory dysfunction (dyspnea) or diarrhoea in piglets.
PCV2 can also cause
medically and economically relevant subclinical infections (infections
without evident clinical
signs).
In Australia, over 24
million pigs have been
protected against porcine
circovirus disease since
the product was launched
here in 2010.
Boehringer Ingelheim
has conducted extensive
field trials in Australia involving over 10,000 pigs.
These co-mingled studies were conducted in
piglets under typical Australian commercial conditions.

The consistent efficacy
shown in these trials is a
key reason why Australian farmers choose to use
Ingelvac CircoFLEX vaccine in their systems.
Ingelvac CircoFLEX
vaccine provides proven
protection without compromising safety with just
one shot around weaning.
It is licensed to be freshly mixed with Ingelvac
MycoFLEX vaccine to
protect pigs with one shot
against both PCV2 and
mycoplasma hyopneumoniae, which causes respiratory disease in pigs.
If you would like to
know more about Ingelvac CircoFLEX or Ingelvac MycoFLEX vaccines,
please contact your local
Boehringer Ingelheim
technical services and
sales representative.

Sam Custodio from Boehringer Ingelheim helped vaccinate the 20-millionth pig in Australia with Ingelvac
CircoFLEX vaccine.
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Compliance for
Model Code is
around the corner

IN 2006, agriculture
ministers endorsed the
Model Code for Animal
Welfare: Pigs.
The Model Code was
subsequently adopted into
state government regulation in 2007 and following
years.
A key outcome of the revised Model Code was to
limit the time sows spent
in stalls from the entire
pregnancy to a maximum
of six weeks with a lead-in
time of 10 years.
From April 20, 2017,
producers in all states
except NSW will be required to comply with the
maximum time for sows
in gestation stalls during
their pregnancy.
NSW producers will be
required to comply from
July 1, 2017.
In 2010, the Australian pork industry agreed
to phase out the use of
gestation stalls and voluntary Gestation Stall Free
Standards were added to
APIQP.
A voluntary module specific to supplying Coles
called Customer Specifications Coles was also
added to APIQP, which
includes GSF standards
that meet the industryagreed position.
Figure 1 portrays the
production cycle showing
traditional practices with a
maximum of sow stall use,
the Model Code requirements, and for APIQP
voluntary standards, and
attempts to outline the
mandatory and voluntary
gestation stall requirements
described above.
While there has been a
lot of attention on gestation stalls, producers will
also be required to comply with other elements of

the Model Code, such as
space allowances for all
pigs, from April 20, 2017,
and for NSW only, from
July 1, 2017.
How is industry tracking?
So how is the industry,
and your business, tracking to comply with the
Model Code?
Today, there are 272,958
breeding sows and gilts
in production in Australia and 193,808 of them,
or 71 percent, have been
verified as GSF, which
means they already comply with the Model Code
requirements.
This group includes
sows that are APIQP certified, APIQP free range
certified and APIQP outdoor bred – raised indoors
on straw certified and
CSC verified.
Figures 2 and 3 show
sows and sites that are yet
to convert to loose housing
by state and by farm size.
Some of the 120 sites
(covering about 48,000
sows) that are yet to convert to loose housing
might already be compliant with the Model Code
requirements.
However, a small number of producers have indicated they may likely
exit the industry rather
than make the change to
meet the Model Code requirements.
Producers have also
asked questions about
how the relevant authorities may undertake compliance activities.
While Australian Pork
Limited is not privy to
this information, in reality, producers who decide
not to comply with the
Model Code by April 20,
2017 (July 1, 2017 for
NSW) will need to manage this compliance risk
for their business.
For further information,
contact me on 02 6270
8803 or deb.kerr@aus
tralianpork.com.au
Deb Kerr
APL General Manager
Policy

Figure 1

Figure 2: Sites and sows yet to convert to loose housing.

Figure 3: Sites and sows yet to convert to loose housing by site size.
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New loans scheme to support farm businesses
THE Australian Government continues to deliver
farm-strengthening initiatives from the $4 billion Agricultural Competitiveness White Paper
with the recent launch
of the new Farm Business Concessional Loans
scheme.
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources
Barnaby Joyce said the
new scheme would provide $250 million in concessional loans funding
from November 1 to June
30, 2017 to assist farmers
to rebuild their businesses
following drought and
farm gate milk price cuts.
“The government is delivering drought policy
certainty to help farmers
prepare for and manage
through severe droughts
by making $2.5 billion in
concessional loans available over the next 10 years,”
Minister Joyce said.
“The government will
be providing these loans
at an initial variable concessional interest rate of

2.47 percent for a maximum term of 10 years.
“Interest-only repayments are available for the
first five years of the loan
term, with principal and
interest repayments for
the next five years.
“The new Farm Business Concessional Loans
scheme brings together
the differing loans products, drought concessional and drought recovery
concessional loans offered
over the past two years,
under a more flexible
package.
“So far more than half a
billion dollars in concessional loans have been approved to over 1000 farm
businesses nation-wide.
“The new scheme includes Drought Assistance Concessional Loans
to assist commercially
viable, drought-affected
farm businesses to continue to operate through
drought conditions, recover once the season breaks,
and to prepare for future
drought.”
Farm Business Conces-

sional Loans will continue
to be delivered on behalf
of the Commonwealth by
each participating state
and territory government
for the time being.
“The government has
committed to establishing a Regional Investment
Corporation to be the
single administrator for
the farm business concessional loans, as well as
our National Water Infrastructure Loan Facility,”
Minister Joyce said.
“We have fought hard to
establish the RIC because
regional people are telling
us this is what they want.
“This scheme will operate under agreements with
participating states and
the Northern Territory to
ensure drought and dairyrelated concessional loans
continue to be available
until the RIC is fully operational.”
Applications for the
scheme opened on November 1 in Queensland
and Tasmania and farmers
in NSW, South Australia
and Victoria can now reg-

Status
Farm Business Concessional Loans
• Drought Assistance
• Dairy Recovery

Interest
rate (%)

Open 1/11/16
to 30 /6/17

2.47

Drought Recovery Concessional Loans

Closed 31/10 /16

2.66

Drought Concessional Loans

Closed 31/10 /16

3.05

Dairy Recovery Concessional Loans

Closed 31/10 /16

2.66

Farm Finance Concessional Loans

Closed 30 /6/15

3.55

ister their interest under
the scheme.
Minister Joyce said applications for the 2015-16
round of drought, drought
recovery and dairy recovery concessional loans
closed on October 31,
2016.
“Applications received
by the closing date will
continue to be assessed
under the guidelines for
those schemes,” Minister
Joyce said.
“Our farmers contribute about $58 billion to
our nation’s economy and
stronger farm businesses
mean a stronger economy.
“Supporting viable farm
businesses to better manage through drought and
hardship is firmly in our
national interest.”
It is important that farm
businesses do not selfassess their eligibility for
a Farm Business Concessional Loan.
Farmers should contact their delivery agency
(QRAA in Queensland;
NSW RAA in NSW; Rural Finance Corporation
in Victoria; State Growth
in Tasmania; and PIRSA
in South Australia) for assistance and details on the
application process.
For more information
regarding concessional
loans, please go to agri
culture.gov.au/loans

Piggery pump solution
CUTTING costs in
effluent handling is a
challenge for most piggeries.
Older installations often use antiquated long
column sump pumps
that are subject to high
maintenance and costly
breakdowns.
Aussie Pumps, Tsurumi Pump distributor for
Australia and the South
Sea Island groups, can
help piggeries modernise with a range of submersible pumps capable

of handling virtually all
waste effluent applications.
Tsurumi, the world’s
biggest manufacturer
of electro-submersible
pumps, has developed
a range of single and
three-phase products
suitable for a wide range
of piggery applications.
The B series delivers
flows of up to 3500l/pm
and solids handling capacities of up to 53mm.
These pumps offer potential solutions for al-

The B series sewage pumps transfer waste material through the cast iron channel impeller, thus
allowing free passage through the pump without
clogging.

Live yeast for sows and piglets

WHY DO SOME PIGLETS WALK
WITH THEIR HEADS HELD HIGH?

> Because Levucell ®SB piglets are pleased with their performance!
Levucell®SB improves farrowing conditions and improves
milk production at the onset of lactation.
With improved vitality, Levucell®SB piglets have a better
survival rate during the neonatal period and enhanced
performances until weaning.
Call 1300 247 448 / Email QSS-Lan@lallemand.com

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com
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most any installation.
The heart of the Tsurumi B series is a channel impeller that prevents internal clogging
and enables the pump to
efficiently transfer any
wastewater containing
compressible solids.
Available with discharge ports from 50mm
to 800mm, the range offers side discharge with
either an elbow or sliding discharge connector
outlet.
Pumps are available in
single phase, in sizes up
to 0.75kW.
Above that the product
range is all four pole,
designed for long and
continuous service.
Three-phase machines
are all direct online
starting.
Aussie Pumps Tsurumi product manager
Neil Bennett said Tsurumi’s range is not only
particularly reliable but
also very good value for
money.
“The exclusive threeyear warranty is a bonus
too,” he said.
Big 4” B series pumps
are mainly sold for
mounting on guide rails.
The guide rail kit
makes it easier to remove the pump for
maintenance or service
without draining the pit.
Tsurumi has also developed a guide rail
adaptor kit that enables
Tsurumi submersibles to
be installed in existing
guide rail installations
from other brands.
For example, both Flygt
and Grundfos pumps
can be easily replaced,
with potentially major
savings for users.
Like all Tsurumi submersible pumps, the B
series includes features
that extend the life and
enhance reliability of
the pump.
Significant design details make a big difference.
These include an antiwicking cable entry that
prevents water from entering the motor if the
power lead is damaged
or the end of the cable is
accidentally submerged.
A double silicon-carbide seal is standard on
all models.
Both seal surfaces
are submerged in an oil
chamber, away from the
pumped liquid.
This ensures lubrication and protects against
ingress of foreign materials.
The oil bath features
a patented oil lifter that
increases mechanical
seal longevity.
The lifter ensures both
the upper and lower
seals are lubricated and
cooled, even if the oil
level in the chamber is
low.
“Tsurumi is the only
company we know of
that will offer a threeyear
warranty
on
submersible
sewage
pumps,” Bennett said.
Further information
on the complete range
of Tsurumi submersible
pumps is available on
the Aussie Pumps website (www.aussiepumps.
com.au) or contact Neil
on 02 8865 3500.
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Here’s my Card
THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.
Semen available anytime
Large White - Landrace - Duroc
Hampshire - Terminal

Intensive Farming Buildings
Malcolm Neill

Suppliers of quality porcine
genetics for the next generation

Spanlif t Australia Pty Ltd
12 Wireless Rd East, Mount Gambier SA 5290, Australia
T: 1300 234 321 F: 08 8723 2725 www.spanlift .com.a
u

A.P.S.

AUSSIE PORK
SUPPLIERS PTY LTD
James Bredhauer

shaun.futurepork@gmail.com
www.futurepork.com.au

Technical Services and Sales Representative

Bsc. Agric (An.Sci)
Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager

Meg Donahoo
B.An.Vet.Bio.Sc(Hons), M.Sc.Vet.Sc
Technical Services and Sales Representative

Veterinary Consulting

196 Mannes Lane
Strathfieldsaye VIC 3551
F: 03 5439 3474
E: trishpigvet@icloud.com

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION
Alex Turney
Managing Director - Australia and New Zealand

1300 300 301
www.ozlite.com.au

VAUCLUSE & APS
117 Chapman Rd, Inglewood, SA 5133

David Reu

MOBILE: 0427 791 734
EMAIL: davidreu@vaucluse-aps.com.au

David Cadogan
B.Ag.Sci, MRurSc, PhD.
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

M 0409 049 793
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia

www.feedw orks.com.a u
www.porknews.com.au

08 8380 5672

FAX:

08 8380 5176

www.vaucluse-aps.com.au

Stuart Wilkinson
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

Ozlite proudly supplies the pork
industry with high quality, energy
saving, low maintenance lighting
solutions to save you time and money.
shea.briscoe@ozlite.com.au

www.lallemand.com

PH:

susan.schryver@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Please contact us for more information:
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Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
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Tel:
1800 038 037
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02 8875 8715

meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com
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Susan Schryver
National Sales Manager - FPA

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
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0427 302 754
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john.glassbrook@boehringer-ingelheim.com

phillip.marr@boehringer-ingelheim.com
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Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
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1800 038 037
Tel:
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Dr. Trish Holyoake
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• Automatic feeding equipment
• Roller and disc mills

Phillip Marr

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
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P: (61) 2 6760 9611 F: (61) 2 6760 9616 E: info@afsystems.com
.au

8 King St
Ph: 07 4162 2233
PO Box 1187
Fax: 07 4162 4804
Kingaroy Qld 4610
Mob: 0427 549 373
Email: jamesb@aussieporksuppliers.com.au

Sam Custodio

COAT-O-FOAM Ltd

Sales & Service Supervisor

0427 609 611

SHAUN BLENKIRON
PO Box 18
Keyneton SA 5353
Mobile: 0488 570 510
Fax: (08) 8564 8210

Andrew Kimball

General Manager

M 0414 487 882
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia

www.feedw orks.com.a u

TERN
EAS
genetic resources

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld
Australia 4408

Brenden McClelland

Phone: 07 4663 1279
Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071
Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmont.360@bigpond.com
website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

Doug Pearson
Equipment & Milling Technology
Manager

M 0408 735 185
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au
PO Box 369 Romsey
Victoria Australia 3434

www.feedworks.com.au
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John Reeves

Jodie Driscoll

Merideth Howard

Commercial Manager: Pig & Poultry
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T 02 8876 0371
F 02 8876 0444
E john.reeves@zoetis.com
M +61 412 264 497
W www.zoetis.com.au

Technical Sales Veterinarian - Pig
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0477 387 392
E merideth.howard@zoetis.com
F 02 8876 0444
Tech. Services 1800 814 883 W www.zoetis.com.au

Professional Sales Representative
Pig & Nutrition
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0431 075 972
F 02 8876 0444
E jodie.driscoll@zoetis.com
Tech. Services 1800 814 883 W www.zoetis.com.au

Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

Bruce Hunt

Tom Cowper

Business Manager Pig & Nutrition
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
tom.cowper@zoetis.com
E
M 0418 246 675
www.zoetis.com.au
W
F 02 8876 0444

Professional Sales Representative
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0438 352 443
E
bruce.hunt@zoetis.com
F 02 8876 0444
W www.zoetis.com.au

Peter Nicholson

MOBILE:

MOBILE:

TEL: 1300
FAX:1300

791 009
798 005

™
INSPIRED MOLECULAR SOLUTIONS

ORDERS

Tel: 0428 972 599

791 009
798 005

ÀRQD#FFGDQLPDOKHDOWKFRPDX
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Supplier of
high performance
ingredients for
aquatic and
animal nutrition

Christian Pyke

mob: 0412 888 485
rick.carter@kemin.com
m

www.lienerts.com.au

Tel: 0407 723 679

Shane Nicholson (Qld)

Tel: 0427 200 262

Michael Pritchard MTB
Biosecurity

Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231 (For sales orders)

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071,
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand
Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax:
02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Phone: 1300 059 003
Fax: 1300 858 626
Email: info@polytex.net.au
www.polytex.net.au

@AlltechAP
AlltechAP

ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
8 Roseworthy Rd
Roseworthy, SA 5371
Tel: 08 7123 2623
alltechaustralia@alltech.com

Alltech.com

(03) 9699

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

Tiffany GORDON - 0499 287 710
Nathan LISTER - 0499 171 010
Darryl MEANEY - 0419 594 922
Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889
Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554
Mark OLLEY - 0437 076 615

BIOMIN Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139
email: office.australia@biomin.net
www.biomin.net

Amanda Vardanega
CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

National Key Account Manager
Swine

Swine Veterinary Consultants
• Health, Production and QA Services

2/67 Colebard St West, Acacia Ridge Queensland 4100
Freecall: 1800 500 223
Phone: 07 3274 6372 Mobile: 0412 934 892 Fax: 07 3274 2372
Email: luigi@farmmark.com.au Skype: Lugga8
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Australian Agent / Distributor for:

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

M: 0428 233 200
E: info@cpyke.com.au
PO Box 3350
Port Lincoln South Australia 5606
www.cpyke.com.au

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

Managing Director

Supplying the
Piggery Industry
with tarpaulin
s 3HELTER Covers
s "LINDS s ,INERS
s 4HERMAL #overs

Lienert Australia Head Office: 8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, SA, Australia

NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

glencoe@porkstorks.com.au

0428 247 272

Technical Services Manager – Pacific

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.com

Regional Sales Representatives

Linda Scotts (NSW)

Email:

TEL: 1300
FAX:1300

791 009
798 005

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071,
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand
Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544

Tel: 0437 056 369

bridget@porkstorks.com.au

Rick Carter, PhD

Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

Vin Modra (SA)

0408 855 875

Email:

INSPIRED MOLECULAR SOL
U T I O N S™

Matt Henry

Matt Lahm (Vic)

Mobile:

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055
0400 672 418
Mobile:

MOBILE:

david@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

peter@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

(03) 5281 7547

0487 777 089

ORDERS

ORDERS
TEL: 1300
FAX:1300

Phone:

Facsimile:

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

0447 444 674

1800 647744

Business Manager - Pig and Dairy

Sales Manager
Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

(07) 4699 3011

Freecall:

Fiona Selleck

David Sherwood

B.AppSc.(Agriculture)

Business Manager

Glencoe, Queensland

Lethbridge, Victoria

• Disease Eradication and
Repopulations

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre,
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

• Servicing all areas of Australia

www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5443 3829

The Science of Healthier Animals

www.porknews.com.au

■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card
Dr. David Isaac

DVM MRCVS
ANIMAL HEALTH, INNOVATION
& RESEARCH MANAGER
MOB +61(0) 400
PH +617 3723

603 483
3080

FAX +617 3271

9844

d.isaac@becfeedsolutions.com.au

50 & 66 Antimony Street
Carole Park Qld 4300
PO BOX 475, Goodna Qld 4300

1300 884 593

www.becfeedsolutions.com.au

Elanco Animal Health

A Division of Eli Lilly Australia Pty Limited

Customer Service

MYORA FARM

Alan Smith

ABN 78 008 025 563

B. Ag Sci.

“Breed ers of qua lity sto ck”

Managing Director

Dr. Avril Grieve

BAgSc, BArts, PhD

National Swine
Senior Territory Manager

112 Wharf Road
West Ryde NSW 2114
Mobile: 0418 115 314
Fax: 02 9878 7720
Toll Free: 1800 226 324
Customer Service: 02 9325 4570
E-mail: grieve_av ril@elanc o.com
www.elan co.com.a u

JEFF BRAUN

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd
P.O. Box 1
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale
Victoria 3351
Australia

Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
Mobile: +61 414 432 790
asmith@minitube.com.au
www.minitube.com.au

Nigel Young
TECHNICAL & SERVICE MANAGER
Email: ddt@ddt.com.au
Phone: 07 4634 2166
33 Industrial Ave, Toowoomba QLD 4350

)
)
)
)

CEFN Genetics Pty Ltd
54 King St, Clifton, QLD 4361
: 07 4697 3344
Phone
: 07 4697 3532
Fax
: www.cefn.com.au
Web
: nigel@cefn.com.au
Email
: 0477 477 537
Mobile

Piggery blinds
Replacement covers
Dam liners
Custom made to your speciﬁcations

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Telephone: (08) 8725 0411
Facsimile: (08) 8725 8784
PO Box 550
Mobile: 0409 091 678
Mount Gambier
ra@myora.com.au
myo
il:
Ema
South Australia 5290

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES
Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr
Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

(03) 9699

Breeding a Better Future

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

www.ddt.com .au

ABN: 92 115 191 056

ACE Laboratory Services
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

BASF Australia Ltd.
Level 12
28 Freshwater Place
Southbank VIC 3006

DEAN GUENTHER
Oceania Area Manager

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility

PH : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

Zinpro Animal Nutrition, Inc.
PO Box 1084
Woodford QLD 4514 Australia
zinpro.com

mobile:61 (0)412 853 270
Pffice:61 (0)7 5422 9201
fax:61 (0)7 5422 9201
dguenther@zinpro.com

Mobile +61 457 104 105
Fax +61 3 8855 6511
leon.hall@basf.com
www.animal-nutrition.basf.com

Leon Hall
MBA, B.Sc.(Agric.) (Hons.) Anim. Sci.
Industry Manager, Animal Nutrition
Australia & New Zealand

Excellent quality
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Q Farrowing and weaner crates,
growers and baconer pens. Q Feed
hopper with stainless steel trough.

Q Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap;
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.

Straight Farrowing Crate.

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST
Ph (02) 6644 6065 – Fax (02) 6644 7568
– Mobile 0437 431 901 – Email sales@vereyken.com.au
2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460
www.porknews.com.au

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd, ABN 11 003 543 548
Fx (02) 6644 7568
Victoria:
Ben Slots (03) 9462 4266
Freecall:
1800 999 245

Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
Mobile: 0437 431 901
Fax (03) 9718 1896
Mob 0418 388 842
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Pig Farm Perspective

GRAIN MILLING SPECIALIST

by Bruce the brainy pig
A RECENT peerreviewed article authored by researchers
at Kansas State University and published
in the bimonthly journal of the American
Association of Swine
Veterinarians evaluated the widely used
practice of ‘bump
feeding’.

Discmill, mixer, augers, bucket elevator, jet filter, mineral hopper

GRAIN MILLING DOESN'T HAVE TO BE A LABOUR INTENSIVE JOB!
3+)/,$  6ACUUM -ILLING 3OLUTIONS SPECIALISE IN THE DESIGN SALES AND INSTALLATION OF
QUALITY GRAIN MILLING EQUIPMENT
:HVXSSO\WKHODWHVWLQJUDLQPLOOLQJDQGDXJHULQJHTXLSPHQW$XVWUDOLDQPDGHDQGIURPDURXQGWKH
ZRUOG:HFRYHUDOORI$XVWUDOLDDQGDOVRWKHSDFLILFLVODQGV:LWK\HDUVhH[SHULHQFHLQWKHIDUPLQJ
LQGXVWU\ZHSULGHRXUVHOYHVRQTXDOLW\HTXLSPHQWLQVWDOODWLRQVDQGXQGHUWDNHDFRPPLWPHQWWR
HQVXUHFXVWRPHUVhVDWLVIDFWLRQ

GRAIN MILLING AND AUGERING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS
DESIGN, SALES AND INSTALLATION
CALL US TODAY TO HEAR WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!
CONTACT:
3KRQH
PDUWLQ#YDFPLOOVROXWLRQVFRPDX

&
SKIOLD
& VacuumMilling
MillingSolutionsȏ-LPERRPED4OGȏȏPDUWLQ#YDFPLOOVROXWLRQVFRPDX
Solutions • Jimboomba Qld • +61 755 477 588 • martin@vacmillsolutions.com.au
SKIOLD
& Vacuum

In general, the practice of bump feeding involves increasing daily
feed intake by about
1kg from day 90 of gestation until farrowing.
The rationale behind
bump feeding is that increasing the energy and
amino acids available to
sows in late gestation
will compensate for the
sudden increase in nutrient demand from the
growing piglets.
The study involved
measurement of a number of variables including:
• Body weight gain of
sows;
• Back fat (mm);
• Lactation feed intake;

• Weight loss during
lactation;
• Wean to oestrus interval;
• Born alive and stillborn rate;
• Total litter birth
weight;
• Individual
piglet
birth weight;
• Pre-weaning mortality; and
• Piglet
weaning
weight.
The review found that
each 1kg increase in
daily feed allowance
during late gestation
was positively correlated with a 7kg increase
in body weight gain.
A moderate increase
in individual piglet
birth weight was also
found, with individual
piglets 28g (+/- 20.4g)
heavier at birth.
The review found
there to be no/minimal
difference in:
• Lactation feed intake of gilts and sows,
although other studies
have disputed this and
suggested that bump
feeding reduced lacta-

tion feed intake of both
gilts and sows;
• Back fat (mm) of
sows and gilts;
• Wean-to-oestrus interval; and
• Total born pigs.
Economic modelling
on the data available
(accounting for differing survivability and
growth performance
from birth to finish, assuming 0.9kg additional
sow feed per day for
the final three weeks
of gestation) found that
the practice of bump
feeding increased average birth weight of piglets by 28g at a cost of
$US0.46 per marketed
pig.
The review concluded
that while increased
feed intake of both sows
and gilts increases body
weight gain of gilts and
sows and also increases
individual piglet birth
weight, more research
is required to provide
further information to
producers on whether
bump feeding is a profitable practice.

Putting regional Australia in context
KEY information profiling Australia’s agriculture sector on a regionby-region basis is now
available in ABARES’
latest About my region
profiles.
ABARES executive director Peter Gooday said
the profiles provided a
concise overview of the
agriculture, fisheries and
forestry sectors in every
region across the nation.
“It is important that
Australian growers and
producers have access to
up-to-date, useful information on their regions

and these profiles allow
them to understand their
business in a national
context,” Mr Gooday
said.
“The more information
industry has, the better it
can plan and make effective business decisions;
the same applies to peak
body groups and agricultural policy development
at all levels of government.
“These profiles contain
information on employment and the value and
size of local industries at
regional, state and territory and national levels.
“They provide a snapshot of agriculture in your
region as well as the recent
financial performance of
the broadacre, dairy and
vegetable industries.”
The About my region
profiles contain information on:
• The geographic size
and population of each
region;
• The number of people

employed in the agriculture, fisheries and forestry sectors (compared
with other sectors) in the
region;
• The value of agricultural production in the
region;
• The number and type
of farms in the region;
• Indicators of recent
farm financial performance at state level based
on ABARES survey data
(farm cash incomes, business profit, debt levels,
rate of return to capital)
for grains, sheep, beef and
dairy farms;
• The size and value of
the fisheries sector in/near
the region; and
• Some
information
about the size and value
of the forestry industry,
including the area and
composition of plantation
areas and native forests.
To view the latest collection of About my region
profiles, visit agriculture.
gov. au /aba r es /publ ica
tions/aboutmyregion

FARMERS and
FEED MILLERS
SFMCA
FeedSafe
Accredited

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS OF:

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

CONTACT:

PTY

SOYA FEEDS LTD

Bennie St, Industrial Estate, Dalby

Ph (07) 4662 4333
A/Hrs (07) 4663 5534

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal
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New research finds
cinnamon cools pigs’
stomachs; improves
overall health
NEW research has found
that cinnamon can help
cool the stomachs of pigs
as well as contribute to a
general improvement in
overall health.
Project leader Dist Prof
Kourosh Kalantar Zadeh,
from RMIT University’s
School of Engineering in
Melbourne, said the results of the study, which
used pigs, seemed to show
that cinnamon maintained
the integrity of the stomach wall.
“When pigs feed at room
temperature, carbon dioxide gas increases in their
stomach,” he said.
“Cinnamon in their food
reduces this gas by decreasing the secretion of
gastric acid and pepsin

from the stomach walls,
which in turn cools the
pigs’ stomachs during digestion.
“When the pigs are hot,
they hyperventilate, which
reduces CO2 production.
“With cinnamon treatment, CO2 decreases even
further.
“This not only cools the
pigs but leads to a significant improvement in their
overall health.”
Fellow researcher Dr
Jian Zhen Ou said altogether cinnamon cooled
the stomach by up to 2C.
No wonder cinnamon is
so popular in warm regions, as taking it makes
people feel better and
gives them a feeling of
cooling down.

Give your piglets
a head start
Uniferon® 200 contains 200mg of iron in 1ml, so each injection will provide
your piglets with the recommended initial dose of iron for growth and health.
A ready-to-use supplement, it can be administered at any time on day 1-3
after birth – and its automatic syringe makes it simple to treat your entire
herd quickly and effectively.
Uniferon® 200 is also the only iron supplement with medical authority
approval in Europe and Asia, and from the FDA in the US.
Discover more reasons why pig breeders around the world trust
Uniferon® 200 at www.uniferon.com

Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd
PO Box 729 Cooma NSW 2630
Infoline: 02 8088 0720
T: 02 8088 0720 F: 02 8088 0721
www.abbeylabs.com.au

Use both RespiSure® and Relsure® PCV1 to help maximise
performance and achieve a higher standard of herd health.
Control major respiratory diseases such as mycoplasma
pneumonia caused by M. hyopneumoniae infection, as well as
helping to prevent Porcine Circovirus Type 2 (PCV2) viraemia.2
Kym 0439 066 054
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Luke 0439 066 006
luke@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill 0499 009 293
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

All with the support of Zoetis, the global experts in swine health.

References: 1. Kim D et al. Vaccine 20. 2011; 3206-3212. 2. Seo HW et al. Vaccine 2012; 6671-6677. © 2014 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved.
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard Rhodes, NSW 2138. www.zoetis.com.au 06/15 TPAH0177

ZOETIS LEADING INNOVATION IN ANIMAL HEALTH FOR OVER 75 YEARS
www.porknews.com.au
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FRESHLY

MIXED
PREMIUM
PROTECTION

Talk to your Boehringer Ingelheim representative now about the
latest Australian trial results with:

New Zealand: Boehringer Ingelheim (NZ) Limited, Animal Health Division, Level 1, Unit 9, 42 Ormiston Road, East Tamaki, Manukau 2016. Toll free: 0800 802 461. Restricted Veterinary Medicine. Access is only
through a veterinary authorisation. Australia: Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited ABN 52 000 452 308. Animal Health Division, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. Toll free: 1800 038 037. Ingelvac MycoFLEX®,
Ingelvac CircoFLEX® and FLEXcombo® are trademarks of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH, 55216 Ingelheim/Rhein.
BIV9290
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