
MINISTER for Agri-
culture, Drought and 
Emergency Manage-
ment David Littleproud 
has appointed the next 
Grains Research Devel-
opment Corporation non-
executive directors for a 
three-year term, which 
commenced on October 
1, 2020.

Minister Littleproud said 

among the seven persons 
appointed, three are reap-
pointments and four are 
new appointees.

“The appointment of 
the next non-executive 
directors is paramount 
to realising the priorities 
highlighted in GRDC’s 
Research, Development 
and Extension Plan for 
2018-2023,” Minister Lit-

tleproud said.
“The directors will 

oversee approximately 
$114 million in grain 
levies and approximately 
$60 million in government 
matched funds.

“GRDC has set ambi-
tious targets and is de-
livering on a long-term 
strategy to create enduring 

AS a producer-owned 
industry organisation, 
Australian Pork Lim-
ited has worked hard 
this year to find new 
ways to maintain high 
levels of consultation 
and accountability. 

The way in which 
our members have em-
braced online meeting 
platforms has demon-
strated that APL con-
tinues to be the go-to 
body for the entire in-
dustry, especially in 
times of disruption and 
uncertainty.

The technology to con-
duct virtual meetings is 
indeed important, but 
it is only the willing 
participation and input 
of stakeholders that has 
enabled APL to main-
tain meaningful two-
way dialogue with pro-
ducers.

Not long ago, the idea 
of conducting whole-of-
industry meetings on-
line would have seemed 
fanciful. 

Yet APL has under-
taken several virtual 
meetings since March, 
including the May Del-
egates Meeting, and 
we’ve been buoyed by 
the very positive re-
sponse from partici-
pants.

Both our forthcoming 
Delegates Meeting on 
Wednesday November 
18 and Annual General 
Meeting on Thursday 
November 19 will be 
conducted virtually. 

Following the AGM, a 
special Producer Forum 
will be open to all pro-
ducers and other inter-
ested industry stake-

holders who register 
to attend, regardless of 
APL membership.

The session will give 
us the opportunity to 
discuss APL’s current 
project outcomes and 
priorities, including the 
2020-2025 Strategic 
Plan.

The development of 
a sustainability frame-
work, which will po-
sition our industry as 
social licence leaders, 
is a key part of APL’s 
Strategic Plan.

The framework will 
guide APL’s strategy 
in communicating the 
proud and progressive 
story of Australian pork 
in a way that creates 
positive engagement 
with our customers, 
government and the 
broader community.

The draft framework 
is centred around four 
key pillars – people, 
pigs, planet and pros-
perity. 

Each pillar has spe-
cific targets for industry 
to work towards over 
the next decade, and 
we’re currently con-
sulting with producers 
about how we map out 

the journey to reaching 
our goals. 

It was with an eye 
on our industry’s short 
and long-term goals 
that APL welcomed a 
number of measures 
announced in the Fed-
eral Budget on October 
6. 

The budget’s vision 
for a business-led ap-
proach to Australia’s 
post-COVID 19 re-
covery recognises the 
significant role rural 
and regional Australia 
will play in driving 
economic growth, in 
line with the agricul-
tural sector’s goal of 
achieving $100 billion 
in farm gate output by 
2030.

Producers will benefit 
from having access to 
immediate tax incen-
tives and asset write-
offs, which will con-
tribute to supporting 
farm businesses, espe-
cially those impacted by 
COVID-19. 

Other highlights in-
clude increased invest-
ment in biosecurity 
and export programs, 
including $28 mil-
lion over four years to 

strengthen biosecurity 
controls and investment 
in automated technolo-
gies to scan imports. 

In terms of supporting 
our increasingly valu-
able export trade, the 
budget contains a $317.1 
million extension to the 
International Freight 
Assistance Mechanism 
and a $328 million 
package to allow for 
modernisation and dig-
itisation of Australia’s 
export industries.

Incentives for young 
Australians to join the 
agriculture workforce, 
including providing 
grants to assist in relo-
cating to regional Aus-
tralia and supporting 
businesses to take on 
apprentices, are also 
important measures.

The way research 
and development will 
unlock productivity 
opportunities for Aus-
tralian farmers has also 
been recognised by way 
of the expansion of the 
R&D tax incentive.

With R&D in mind, 
APL is very pleased to 
be involved in the estab-
lishment of Agricultural 
Innovation Australia, a 
not-for-profit company 
that will drive rural in-
dustry research and in-
novation. 

Buoyed by these 
positive developments, 
we’re looking forward 
to coming together – 
albeit virtually – with 
producers at our meet-
ings on November 18 
and 19, to take stock of 
the past year and look 
ahead to what we can 
achieve. 
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Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE CEO

Virtual meetings to build 
framework of strategic plan

* continued P2

Save the date May 4-5, 2021

Pork producer Sharon Starick is reappointed to GRDC Board.

New directors take  
the reins at GRDC

www.stockyardindustries.com
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AS we enter the last 
few weeks of spring and 
looking out of my north-
east Victoria window, I 
have a strong sense of 
optimism about Aus-
tralian farming. 

Victoria is finally 
winding out of lock-
down and the rest of the 
country is beginning to 
ease restrictions into the 
hospitality sector, as well 
as continued growth in 
the retail sector. 

Tractors, mowers and 
balers are on the move 
and tremendous ton-
nages of hay and grain 
are being reported from 
most parts of the country. 

Even taking into ac-
count several reduced 
forecasts of grain in 
Western Australia and 
Queensland – due to a 
drier September in parts 
of those states – the 
September national out-
look of the Australian 
Bureau of Agricultural 
and Resource Economics 
and Sciences predicts a 
record Australian wheat 
harvest of 29 million 
tonnes, which will rival 
the huge volumes of the 
2016-17 season. 

The barley harvest is 
tipped to increase to 
11 million tonnes and 
canola to 3 million 
tonnes. 

Meanwhile, global ex-
port markets for grain 
are softening due to 
an abundance of grain 
stocks, while world meat 
protein markets remain 
strong due to the impacts 
of African swine fever. 

I mention the ABARES 
outlooks because it pre-
sents the Australian pork 
industry with a won-
derful opportunity to 
be a sustainable protein 
supplier to Australian 
consumers and specialist 
export markets. 

The industry has also 
benefitted in many ways 
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic, albeit in the con-
text of the tragic loss of 
almost 1000 lives, and 
the pain caused to busi-
nesses and the broader 
economy. 

The pandemic has 
changed the way we 
work and communicate, 

how we value what is 
Australian, and how 
we might handle an 
emerging animal disease 
response such as ASF.  

Australian Pork Lim-
ited and industry repre-
sentatives have recently 
completed a major prac-
tice run of how the pork 
industry and government 
departments would re-
spond to an ASF out-
break, as part of the Op-
eration Razorback initia-
tive. 

I was fortunate to listen 

to the review of the sim-
ulated destruction exer-
cise on small, medium 
and large piggeries. 

It was enlightening as 
to how comprehensive 
the simulation was, but 
also the breadth of in-
dustry involvement and 
government willingness 
to update the Australian 
Veterinary Emergency 
Plan as part of the re-
sponse review. 

Hats off in particular to 
APL ASF coordinator Dr 
Lechelle van Brada; Sun-

pork and APL ASF li-
ason Dr Kirsty Richards; 
ASF Technical Taskforce 
chair Ross Cutler and 
APL ASF liaison Tony 
Abel, all of whom have 
worked incredibly hard 
for our industry over 
many months.

The huge turnaround 
in the seasonal outlook 
compared to 12 months 
ago reminds us that agri-
culture exists in a world 
of changing fortunes. 

A key theme of the 
APL Strategic Plan is 
sustainability. 

People often interpret 
a sustainable produc-
tion system as one which 
doesn’t exploit resources 
and create waste. 

While this is an impor-
tant part of APL’s sus-
tainability goals, there is 
much more to it. 

APL Climate Friendly 
Farming program leader 
Gemma Wyburn has pre-
pared the APL Sustaina-
bility Framework, which 

is now out for industry 
consultation. 

This framework ad-
dresses four major pil-
lars of sustainability – 
people, pigs, planet and 
prosperity. 

The Australian pork in-
dustry has the potential 
to be a world leader in 
terms of sustainability 
and show how progres-
sive and innovative we 
can be. 

The benefits of doing 
so addresses each of the 
four pillars. 

Everyone in the in-
dustry should see them-
selves as having incor-
porated these same four 
pillars in their own farm 
or supply chain business. 

By supporting APL’s 
Sustainability Frame-
work, we will be better 
placed to maintain pro-
ductivity and profit-
ability, however markets 
or seasons might change 
from year to year. 

07 3286 1833
porknews.com.au

2020

NOV 2-4 – Annual NIAA Antibiotic 
Symposium, VIRTUAL, www.
a n i m a l a g r i c u l t u r e . o r g / 2 0 2 0 -
Antibiotic-Symposium
NOV 3-4 – Saskatchewan Pork 
Industry Symposium 2020, ONLINE 
www.saskpork.com/pork-industry-
symposium
NOV 23-25 – Int. Conference on 
Antimicrobial Agents in Vet. Med. - 
VIRTUAL www.aavmconference.com

2021

MAY 4-5– Pan Pacific Pork Expo 
(PPPE), Gold Coast E: pppe@
australianpork.com.au 
MAY 25-26 – RESCHEDULED British 
Pig and Poultry Fair Warwickshire, UK 
www.pigandpoultry.org.uk
JUN 9-10 – RESCHEDULED Alberta 
Pork Congress, Alberta, Canada 
albertaporkcongress.com
JUN 9-11 – World Pork Expo, Iowa, US 
www.worldpork.org
AUG tbc – Kingaroy Baconfest www.
kingaroybaconfest.com.au
AUG tbc – Australasian Pig Science 
Association (APSA) Conference www.
apsa.asn.au/
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How to supply event details: Send all 
details to Australian Pork Newspaper, 
PO Box 162, Wynnum, Qld 4178, call 07 
3286 1833 or email: ben@collins.media
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Sustainable protein supplier opportunity

General Manager – 
Research & Innovation

by ROB SMITS

profitability for Aus-
tralian grain growers.

“The directors’ role 
is to deliver the best 
possible research and 
development to sup-
port Australian grain 
producers to be prof-
itable and succeed in 
the highly competitive 
global grain market.

“For example, through 
strategic investment led 
by GRDC and its di-
rectors, Australian sci-
entists have developed 
a new tool to better 
determine when to act 
against Russian wheat 
aphid, to reduce harvest 
losses.”

GRDC is hosting a se-
ries of half-day forums 
that focus on harvest 
loss reduction, harvest 
weed seed control and 
preventing harvester 
fires.

“The work of the 
GRDC leadership team 
will enable growers, ad-
visers and contractors 

to learn about strate-
gies to improve harvest 
practices from industry 
experts,” Minister Lit-
tleproud said.

“Research and devel-
opment led by GRDC 
benefits our hard-
working grain growers, 
ensuring that more 
grain goes in the bin 
and more money ends 
up in their pockets.

“I’m confident the 
new Board members 
are the right people to 
lead GRDC through the 
challenges ahead.

“I congratulate the 
new directors and look 
forward to working to-
gether to benefit our 
rural and regional com-
munities.

“I also want to take 
this opportunity to 
thank outgoing direc-
tors for the leadership, 
skills and expertise they 
brought to GRDC’s op-
erations during their ap-
pointments.” 

Appointed to the GRDC Board is former APL CEO 
Andrew Spencer.

New directors take the reins at GRDC
* from P1

www.jacksonsaustralia.com.au


Australian Pork Newspaper, November 2020 – Page 3www.porknews.com.au

CONTACT PETER LUTTERSCHMIDT AT AGCO GRAIN & PROTEIN  
FOR ALL YOUR PORK EQUIPMENT NEEDS.

AGCO Grain & Protein 
615-645 Somerville Road 

Sunshine West, VIC, Australia 3020 

Peter: 0429 653 315  
peter.lutterschmidt@agcocorp.com 

agcograinandprotein.com.au

BEAT THE HEAT WITH AN  
AP KOMFORT KOOLER
Get ready for Summer now with early order discounts on evaporative cooling systems, parts and pads.

Building from new or upgrading your existing cool system, Komfort Kooler Evaporative Cooling Systems use the natural 
cooling effect of evaporation to reduce pig stress and therefore improve pig weight over summer.

Komfort Koolers feature open or closed top systems along with deep trough and or recirculating sump components. 
Patented Roll Seal Sidewall systems are designed to fit the Komfort Kooler evaporative cooling system with a precision 
tight fit to limit air infiltration.

We currently have complete system upgrades available in stock and you should also talk to us about our Bulk Cooling Pad 
purchase deals.

Take comfort this summer in the AP Komfort Kooler along with the expertise of AGCO Grain & Protein.

www.agcograinandprotein.com.au
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ECHV 
Technology

A single, easy, on-feed application 
to the sow that aids in preventing 
coccidiosis in piglets. 

Reduce handling, save time and 
save money with Forcix SW. 

Forcix SW is available from BEC Feed Solutions. 
Visit becfeedsolutions.com.au 

•  External thermal and single 
layer blinds

• Stock drafting curtains
•  Canvacon, Landmark Tearstop 

and Titan fabrics

• Frame guard felt tape
• Thermal blankets
• Shade cloth systems
• Aluminium lock strips
• Ratchet systems and webbing

FREE onsite

measure &

consultation

Call for a 

FREE 2020 

calendar!

Eco shelter replacement  
covers and securing systems

T  1300 059 003  M  0429 574 963

E  rod@polytex.net.au  W  polytex.net.au

FROM
THIS

TO
THIS

DENMARK imports ap-
proximately 1.5 million 
tonnes of soybean per 
year for use in animal 
feed, most of which is 
sourced from Argentina 
and Brazil. 

Given the size of the 
Danish pig herd, it is not 
surprising that pig pro-
duction is a major con-
sumer of this legume. 

Growing soybeans in 
Argentina and Brazil 
often uses large amounts 
of pesticides – many of 
which have been banned 
for use by the European 
Union.

In addition to the pesti-
cide use, large amounts of 
land – both natural rain-
forest and small populated 
rural towns – are con-
stantly being cleared to 
make way for the produc-
tion of soybeans. 

It is because of these 
reasons, coupled with the 
rising consumption of 
meat, increased meat pro-
duction and the additional 
environmental costs asso-
ciated with transporting 
the soybeans to Denmark, 
that there has been a 
focus on finding a suit-
able replacement for soy 
in feed by the Danish pig 
industry. 

Significant research and 
collaboration in Denmark, 
with SEGES as the lead 
partner, has led to the de-
velopment of a ‘grass pro-

tein’, which has recently 
been commercialised. 

The first commercial 
plant for the production 
of grass protein has been 
sown on a farm in Jylland 
(the Danish mainland) 
and will be harvested for 
use in feed in the coming 
autumn. 

It is expected that pro-
tein extracted from the 
grass will be included in 
feed mixtures where the 
content of imported soy 
has been minimised. 

Though pigs can eat the 
grass directly from the 
paddock, the high fibre 
content means that it is 
difficult for them to di-
gest. 

Previous trials have 
shown that they will not 
consume enough to reap 
the benefit of the high 
level of protein in the 
grass, which leads to poor 
growth and poor muscle 
building, with a negative 
effect on meat quality. 

However, when the grass 
is refined, it can be added 
to feed at a 15 percent 
inclusion rate, allowing 
the soy component to be 
completely removed. 

There is still a way to 
go before grass protein is 
a regular component of 
Danish agriculture. 

Though the refinement 
process has now been 
developed, it requires 
a large amount of fresh 

grass to make it viable. 
Therefore, many local 

biorefineries are needed, 
which require significant 
investment.

Despite these chal-
lenges, the development 
of the grass protein is not 
only a big step towards a 
more sustainable Danish 
agriculture but could 
also prove to be a more 
cost-effective solution to 
imported soy for Danish 
pig producers – if enough 
refineries are built. 

It is expected that more 
plants will be grown in 
the coming season, with 
further development trials 
planned until 2023, which 
will explore species de-
velopment, the building of 
biorefineries and nutrition 
research. 

If you would like any 
further information on 
this topic, contact me at 
asno@danbred.com  

Developing an alternative 
protein source to soy

Nordic
News  

by ASHLEY NORVAL
Protein extracted from grass may be included in feed mixtures.

www.polytex.net.au
www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
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AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited has recently 
farewelled widely re-
spected team member 
Peter Smith, after 16 
years with the organisa-
tion.

Following his partner 
Chris Sturrock to Geneva 
for her commencement 
with the World Health Or-
ganisation, Mr Smith was 
due to leave for Europe 
earlier in the year, but 
COVID-19 travel restric-
tions meant he remained 
in Australia and with APL 
for longer than initially 
planned.

APL executive general 
manager operations Peter 
Haydon said Mr Smith 
had earned a reputation 
as a dedicated and con-
sultative team member, 
who was generous with 
his time and interactions 
with APL colleagues and 
producers.

“It’s not often we get 
to celebrate the contribu-
tion of a person who has 
served Australia’s pig pro-
ducers for more than 16 
years,” Mr Haydon said.

“Peter has always encap-
sulated APL’s desire to 
have a human approach 
to producer relations, and 
in fact to all relationships 
across the industry.

“We know his work in 
listening to feedback from 
producers and sharing 
market movements with 
stakeholders was highly 
valued by our levy 
payers.”

In his time with APL, 
Mr Smith held a number 
of roles and responsibili-
ties. 

These included sup-
porting state managers, 
overseeing retailer re-
lationships with Wool-
worths and managing 
APL’s market reporting.

He also oversaw all 
channel marketing and 
then took responsibility 
for international mar-
keting, before success-
fully establishing APL’s 
producer relations team 
earlier this year. 

At the time of his de-
parture from APL, he 
was producer relations 
director.

“In each of his varied 
roles, Peter was quick to 
help, particularly in times 
of crisis,” Mr Haydon said.

“Just this year when 
COVID-19 grounded in-
ternational airfreight, 
Peter was instrumental in 
keeping exports of Aus-
tralian pork flying out 
to Singapore and other 
important overseas mar-
kets.”

“He has had a long in-
volvement with Australian 
farmers, working in ag-
ricultural supply chains 

prior to joining APL in 
2004, and that affinity for 
producers and industry 
businesses was always 
evident. 

“He was a huge asset 
for APL and the industry 
more broadly, and leaves 
a wonderful legacy.”

On his final day with 
APL, Mr Smith said he 
would always have very 
strong memories of his 
time working on behalf of 
Australia pork producers.

“The last 16 years have 
been full of amazing 
experiences, and even 
from Switzerland I will 
be keeping a keen eye on 
how the industry is going 
in the future,” Mr Smith 
said.

“It has been a great 
privilege to work with a 
terrific bunch of people, 
both at APL and across 
the industry, for such a 
long time.” 

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2019 ® Registered trademark of BASF. W239831 12.2019

Distributed by

Delivering superior
performance in all situations
    The Seclira range is powered by the unique active 

ingredient dinotefuran poviding rapid knockdown of 
target pests

    Seclira WSG is broad spectrum insecticide providing 
a unique mode of action for fly and mosquito control 
for external agricultural buildings

    Seclira Pressurised Fly Bait’s convenient and easy 
to apply formulation is suitable for use in animal 
housing facilities

For more information on 
the Seclira range, visit  
crop-solutions.basf.com.au 
or contact your local CCD 
Representative on 1300 791 009

@basfpestcontrolau

Farewell to Peter Smith.

Industry salutes departing Smith

MORE than 2.5 bil-
lion layer hens, meat 
chickens, pigs, turkeys 
and farmed Atlantic 
salmon have now ben-
efitted from higher wel-
fare farming conditions 
through the continued 
efforts of the RSPCA 
Approved Farming 
Scheme.

Announced to coincide 
with World Farm Animal 
Day on October 2, the 
latest statistics highlight 
the positive impact of 
the RSPCA Approved 
Farming Scheme, which 
is Australia’s leading an-
imal welfare certification 
program.

In 2019 alone, more than 
174,000 layer hens, 509 
million meat chickens, 
116,000 pigs, 122,000 
turkeys and 4.7 million 
farmed Atlantic salmon 
were raised to the RSP-
CA’s detailed higher wel-
fare standards.

RSPCA Australia’s chief 
executive officer Richard 
Mussell said the RSPCA 
Approved Farming 
Scheme is intended to im-
prove the lives of as many 
farm animals as possible.

“The scale of Australian 
animals farmed to the 
RSPCA’s higher welfare 
standards clearly illus-
trates the sheer number of 
lives positively impacted 
by the scheme,” Mr Mus-
sell said.

“We know consumers 
care about farm animal 
welfare and want greater 
assurance about how the 
food on their plate is 
farmed. 

“Independent certifica-
tion is the best way of 
guaranteeing welfare and, 
with the RSPCA Ap-
proved Farming Scheme, 
Australians are fortunate 
to have a logo they can 
trust, to find eggs, meat 
and fish that have come 
from a farm with a focus 
on animal welfare.

“RSPCA Approved 
products are now widely 
available in supermarkets, 
convenience stores and 
are on the menu at some 

of our favourite restau-
rants.”

The RSPCA has an-
imal welfare standards 
for laying hens, meat 
chickens, turkeys, pigs 
and farmed Atlantic 
salmon, and they focus on 
providing good housing 
conditions specific for 
these animals.

The standards are based 
on the best available 
animal welfare science, 
RSPCA policy, leading 
farming practices in Aus-
tralia and overseas, and 
take into account the 
commercial realities of 
farming.

“Importantly, RSPCA 
Australia works collabo-
ratively with farmers and 
industry to ensure not only 
do the RSPCA’s standards 
improve welfare for farm 
animals, but they’re also 
attainable in Australia,” 
Mr Mussell said.

“All eligible farms are 
assessed against these 
standards by trained 
RSPCA assessors, who 
visit all participating 
farms two to four times 
a year. 

“The rigorous assess-
ment process behind the 
scenes is a critical aspect 
of the scheme.”

The COVID-19 pan-
demic had heightened 
focus on supply chains 
and interest in farming 
practices from consumers 
seeking assurance.

“Through the RSPCA 
Approved Farming 
Scheme, we are proud 
to work with dedicated 
farmers and forward-
thinking brands who 
have raised the bar for 
farm animal welfare in 
our country,” Mr Mussell 
said. 

“It’s also now easier 
than ever for Austral-
ians to choose humanely 
farmed products and that 
is having a big impact on 
how millions of animals 
are farmed every year.”

Find out more by vis-
iting rspcaapproved.org.
au 

Billions of reasons 
to celebrate World 
Farm Animal Day

https://crop-solutions.basf.com.au/
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VICTORIANS have 
the chance to help im-
prove animal welfare 
in the state by shaping 

new legislation, with a 
Directions Paper set-
ting out key proposals 
and options for a new 

Animal Welfare Act 
now available for public 
comment. 

Minister for Agriculture 

Jaclyn Symes recently 
encouraged Victorians to 
have their say on the op-
tions for the new laws, 
which will help keep a 
high standard of animal 
welfare and support the 
state’s farmers to main-
tain access to important 
export markets. 

“Victorians love their 
animals – that’s why we 
are encouraging people to 
provide their feedback and 
shape new legislation that 
will help make sure people 
treat animals humanely,” 
Minister Symes said.

A new act will deliver 
on the government’s elec-
tion commitment to re-
place the current Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Ani-
mals Act 1986 – which is 
more than 30 years old. 

The Directions Paper 
sets out several proposals 
for the new act, which 
aim to strengthen Vic-
toria’s reputation as a 
humane and responsible 
producer of food, and to 
maintain public confi-
dence in the agriculture 
industry, research insti-
tutions and many other 
animal sectors. 

Among the proposals 
put forward for comment 
is the setting of minimum 
standards of care people 
must provide for animals. 

This would mean 
people caring for animals 
must meet the basic needs 
of the animal – such as 
providing adequate food 
and water, and veterinary 
treatment for an injury 
or illness – rather than 
simply outlawing cruelty. 

Other options being 
considered are how best 
to deliver on the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
recognise animal sen-
tience – meaning they 
feel pleasure, comfort, 
discomfort, fear and 
pain – in the legislation, 
and how to ensure regu-
lators are better able to 
drive behavioural change, 
monitor compliance and 

undertake enforcement. 
This would further 

protect the welfare of 
animals, with penalties 
better aligned with the 
seriousness of the of-
fence, and authorised 
officers better able to 
ensure animal carers are 
doing the right thing. 

Recognising animal sen-
tience would also bring 
Victoria in line with other 
Australian and interna-
tional jurisdictions. 

“Right now, animal 
welfare obligations are 
spread through multiple 
acts, regulations, several 
national standards and 
guidelines, and almost 30 
codes of practice,” Min-
ister Symes said.

“Our new laws will 
simplify the rules and 
help those doing the right 
thing demonstrate their 
high standard of care for 
animals.”

The Directions Paper 
was developed following 
extensive consultation with 
key industry and commu-
nity stakeholders about our 
existing laws and opportu-
nities for improvement. 

The government has al-
ready made reforms to 
improve animal welfare, 
including mandatory pain 
relief when mulesing 
sheep, regulating appro-
priate fruit tree netting 
to protect wildlife and 
introducing the Pet Ex-
change Register to im-
prove the traceability of 
cats and dogs. 

The government is also 
investing $3 million to 
support not-for-profit and 
community vet clinics, 
animal shelters and foster 
carers to purchase equip-
ment and improve their 
services. 

The Directions Paper 
and survey on the pro-
posals for the new act 
are available at engage.
vic.gov.au 

The survey closes on 
Monday December 14, 
2020. 
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Pork belly porchetta.

CHRISTMAS is fast 
approaching and as a 
nation, we have spent 
the majority of the year 
stuck at home with lim-
ited ability to dine out 
or travel.

While it seems likely 
that a few restrictions will 
remain in place over the 
Christmas period – cer-
tainly with international 
and several regional desti-
nations out of the question 
– two things are clear.

First, the majority of 
Australians will stay put 
over summer and enjoy 
Christmas close to home. 

Second – and perhaps 
more than ever – we all 
need an excuse to cele-
brate the festive season 
and take a moment to re-
charge after a year that 
has tested our patience on 
so many fronts.

As such, we are pre-
sented with a wonderful 
opportunity to get more 
home-grown pork on 
consumers’ forks over 
Christmas, especially as 
all signs are pointing to 

increased supply on retail 
shelves during this period.

Given the increased 
likelihood of Christmas 
lunch or dinner being in-
home affairs this year, the 
Australian Pork Limited 
marketing team has been 
working on strategies to 
reach more people on the 
path to purchase. 

The majority of Austral-
ians celebrate Christmas, 
and Australian pork plays 
a prominent role in those 
celebrations, whether 
home-grown Australian 
ham or delicious roasts.

With particular regard 
to roast pork, APL’s job 
is to remind consumers 

of golden, bubbly, crunchy 
crackling paired with the 
tenderness and flavour of 
pork.

This year’s Christmas 
marketing activities 
are an amplification on 
previous years, with in-
creased budgets, a rise 
in activity across media 
channels and communica-
tion touchpoints. 

From a media perspec-
tive, we will be reaching 
at least half of the gro-
cery-buying population 
in both metropolitan and 
regional Australia across 
NSW, Victoria, Tasmania, 
Queensland, the Northern 
Territory, South Australia 

and Western Australia.
This year, we encourage 

industry members to keep 
their eyes out for Aus-
tralian Pork advertising, 
as we have national pres-
ence promoting roast pork 
and crackling from De-
cember 6-24 through the 
following media:

•	Free to air TV
•	Foxtel (subscription 

TV)
•	Catch up/online TV
•	YouTube
•	Shopping centre panels 

(digital and static banners 
outside supermarkets and 
butchers)

•	Taste magazine.
These activities will also 

be supported by proac-
tive public relations and 
in-house social media to 
inspire consumers with 
Christmas recipe ideas, 
as well as demonstrating 
the simple steps to get 
the perfect pork roast and 
crackling.

From a category per-
spective, we have also 
looked at increased mar-
keting activity in retail 

channels to align with 
brand activity, so we are 
reaching the consumer 
at home and all the way 
through to the point of 
purchase.

Joint activity has been 
confirmed with butchers, 
Woolworths, Coles and 
Aldi. 

In foodservice chan-
nels, we are investigating 
opportunities to promote 
meal kit services such 
as Hello Fresh, in-home 
Christmas meal delivery 
kits from restaurants and 
charity Christmas ham-
pers such as OzHarvest. 

These opportunities will 
ensure Australian pork has 
presence in the Christmas 
offering, no matter where 
it comes from.

Ideally, the increased 
activities and re-
minders in the lead up 
to Christmas will equate 
to more pork on forks 
and more crispy crack-
ling, which is a win for 
both the consumer and 
for Australia’s pork in-
dustry. 

Roast pork and crackling on the menu this Christmas

Marketing Matters

by EUNBI LEE

Have your say on a new animal welfare act

www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
https://www.biomin.net/solutions/gut-performance-management/biotronic/
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AUSTRALIAN meat 
imports into the UK 
under a free trade agree-
ment, currently being 
negotiated, have become 
the target of a campaign 
by a coalition of 65 
health, medical, envi-
ronmental and animal-
welfare groups to stop 
the overuse of antimicro-
bials in animal farming.

The coalition is not 
seeking a blanket ban on 
the use of antimicrobials, 
rather it seeks a world in 
which farming systems do 
not rely on routine antimi-
crobial use.

In written evidence pre-
sented to the UK parlia-
ment in September this 
year, the coalition pointed 
to the progress over re-
cent years to improve an-
timicrobial stewardship in 
farming in the UK and 
European Union.

They also referred to set 

targets that have helped 
achieve reductions in an-
timicrobial use. 

This group argued that 
the UK should not permit 
the importation of meat 
or dairy produce that has 
relied on the routine use 
of antimicrobials on farm.

The written evidence 
states, “The importation of 
meat and dairy produced 
with routine preventative 
antimicrobial use must be 
rapidly phased out, and 
so no trade deals should 
be agreed which increase 
the importation of such 
produce.” 

These are strong words, 
but they are increasingly 
heard in trading environ-
ments.

British farmers have re-
duced their antimicrobial 
use by about 50 percent 
between 2014 and 2018. 

In contrast, the docu-
ment states that Australia 

has not published any 
information on its farm 
antimicrobial use for any 
year after 2010. 

Unfortunately, while 
there have been several 
limited studies examining 
antimicrobial use on pig 
farms at an industry-wide 
level, this statement is 
true.  

Though Australia has 
good data regarding the 
very low prevalence of 
several key resistance 

genes in bacteria derived 
from slaughter pigs, and 
its record regarding reg-
istration of antimicrobials 
for use in pigs is at global 
best practice level, it is 
silent on the matter of an-
timicrobial use.

No data is publicly avail-
able, so the UK’s claims 
regarding the level of 
use cannot be refuted for 
any Australian livestock 
sector. 

While reducing antimi-

crobial use should not be 
an end in itself, Australia 
should at least be able to 
document how much it 
uses in each food animal 
species, given the long-
term importance of anti-
microbial resistance. 

Currently, we cannot do 
that. 

Almost certainly, given 
local experience and data 
from elsewhere in the 
world, it is highly likely 
that antimicrobial use can 

be moderated on many 
Australian pig farms.

Dr Peter McKenzie has 
long been an advocate of 
reliance on good-farming 
practices rather than an-
timicrobials among his 
client base. 

Separately, another 
farming group in Aus-
tralia has been quietly 
going about a program 
of compliance with the 
WHO global antimicro-
bial resistance strategy.

It has demonstrated a 
nearly 70 percent reduc-
tion in antimicrobial use 
over the past three years 
across multiple farming 
sites, without adverse 
health impacts.

This example of respon-
sible antimicrobial use is 
the sort that will place the 
Australian pork industry 
in a better light for its 
global markets and local 
consumer confidence. 
Ross Cutler

ALSO DON’T FORGET  
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UK report hammers Australian free trade agreement with antimicrobial use

WORLD Animal Pro-
tection has launched a 
campaign calling for 
greater transparency to 
help shoppers support 
NSW pig farmers.

The campaign is urging 
the government to update 
country of origin label-
ling requirements so that 
consumers can tell where 
their pork comes from.

According to World An-
imal Protection, while the 
fresh pork on our shelves 
is Australian, most of our 
processed pork – such as 
ham and bacon – is im-
ported from Europe or 
North America, with the 
US making up around 50 
percent of total imports.

Head of Campaigns at 
World Animal Protection 
Ben Pearson said, “Aus-
tralian pig farmers are 
ahead of many US pig 
farmers when it comes to 
animal welfare.”

“Clearer pork labels 
would give shoppers the 
information they deserve, 
allowing them to sup-

port the higher standards 
being promoted by most 
Australian pig farmers,” 
Mr Pearson said.

World Animal Protec-
tion is encouraging those 
who choose to buy pork 
products, to check the 
labels for a country of 
origin when they’re at the 
supermarket.

In the case of ham and 
bacon, avoid products im-
ported from the US and 
look for higher welfare 
Australian options.

The Australian industry 
is working towards a 
sow stall phase out in 
response to consumer 
sentiment.

Current country of or-
igin labelling laws allow 
companies to completely 
omit which country im-
ported ham and bacon is 
from, and Australians are 
unaware of the ramifica-
tions, according to World 
Animal Protection.

Get involved in the cam-
paign or find out more at 
worldanimalprotection.
org.au 

Calls to update country 
of origin labelling laws  
for pork products

World Animal Protection says most mother pigs in 
the US are kept in sow stalls or cages, while the 
Australian industry is working to phase it out. Photo: 
Thomas Alexander

https://www.msd-animal-health.com.au/
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SIX weeks after the 
2020 Annual General 
Meeting of the WA Pork 
Producers’ Association, 
I remain none the wiser 
on its outcomes.

Nor am I aware of what 
speakers had to say at 
its industry day, which 
followed.

There’s nothing on 
WAPPA’s website and 

only a few social pic-
tures of WAPPA people 
and guests appear on its 
Facebook page, with the 
description “WA pork 
producers shake off the 
cobwebs at their industry 
day on Friday.” 

From my reading of 
local rural media, I noted 
no particular coverage ei-
ther and I was informed 
– hopefully reliably – by 
one of the industry day’s 
attendees that no media 
were present. 

Hence, I followed up 
with one presenter, Dr 
Bruce Mullan (Director, 
Livestock Research and 
Industry Innovation, Pri-
mary Industries Devel-
opment, WA Department 
of Primary Industries 
and Regional Develop-
ment), whose topic was 
‘DPIRD restructure and 
COVID-19 preparation’.

I must say, I was sur-
prised he felt most of 
his DPIRD restructure 
PowerPoint presentation 
wouldn’t make much 
sense to anyone without 
his dialogue, and most of 
that was probably not for 
publication. 

He also said the COVID 
information was not re-
ally suitable for pub-
lishing.

While I’ve known Bruce 
for a very long time and 
always respected him 
highly – especially with 
his excellent research and 
producer extension work 
when he was more pre-
cisely focused on a pork 
portfolio with the state 
government’s agriculture 
and food department, in 
its various guises – his 
response did make me 
wonder.

Surely any announce-
ments or reflections on 
a restructure of a tax-
payer-funded public de-
partment such as DPIRD 
should not be kept behind 
closed doors to be shared 
only with a privileged 
few.

I also flagged my in-
terest in another pre-
senter, Dr Rob Wilson 
(WAPPA Life Member 
and Chair of Pork Inno-
vation WA), whose topic 
was ‘WA pork research 
capacity – The fork in 
the road’. 

Alas, no response from 
Rob at all.

I posted the following 

on WAPPA’s Facebook 
page before referencing 
my interest in Bruce’s 
and Rob’s topics. 

“Great to see social 
pics of peeps at WAPPA’s 
industry day on Friday. 

This annual event is al-
ways a good get together, 
albeit sadly minus the 
evening dinner this year. 

Will also be interesting 
to learn of outcomes and 
learnings from the AGM 
and speakers at the in-
dustry day. 

Some important topics 
were listed on the 
agenda.”

Alas, the only feed-
back I received from my 
post came from WAPPA 
president Graeme Dent, 
who posted the following 
comment.

“Hi Brendon thanks for 
following what’s hap-
pening in the industry on 
our industry Facebook 
page. 

I think we have news 
covered well to our mem-
bers. 

Cheers GD.”
Having received that 

and thinking a little 
about it, I simply con-
cluded that WAPPA is 
now an inward-looking 
producer body, con-
cerned only with its pro-
ducer members and with 
no particular remit or 
desire to promote itself 
and what it stands for to 
the wider community – 
which of course includes 
pork producers who are 
not members and con-

sumers who may or may 
not buy WA pork.

Sadly, I’ve observed 
this demise for some 
time. 

A quick look at WAP-
PA’s website for example 
reveals that it effectively 
stopped openly and pub-
licly sharing and commu-
nicating three years ago.

Under the ‘News and 
Publications’ drop-down 
menu, the last reference 
to an AGM and Industry 
Day was 2017.

Here’s what WAPPA 
says it’s all about on the 
front page of its website 
– it makes for interesting 
reading.

“The primary objec-
tive of the Association 
is to promote and safe-
guard the interests of the 
Western Australian Pork 
Industry.

In addition WAPPA 
aims to:

•	Provide a forum for 
the collection and ex-
change of information

•	Represent and ad-
vance the interests of 
the pork industry and 
its members with the 
Western Australian and 
Federal Governments 
and their respective de-
partments

•	Provide access to 
published information to 
improve pig production 
and quality

•	Promote and par-
ticipate in the improve-
ment of the standard of 
pig meat production, 
processing and manu-
facturing, through re-
search.”

I do acknowledge that 
WAPPA emails a weekly 
‘WAPPA News’, usually 
late on a Friday after-
noon, and has done quite 
regularly for five years or 
so, but I don’t believe it 
would resonate with any 
significant spheres of in-
fluence beyond WAPPA’s 
membership. 

Besides that, ‘WAPPA 
News’ typically cata-
logues events and re-
hashes announcements 
already made by others, 
with only rare commen-
tary, critique, analysis 
or interpretation on any 
issues by its president 
Graeme Dent or execu-
tive officer Jan Cooper. 

&
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All quiet on the western front with WAPPA

Cant Comment  
by  

BRENDON CANT

WAPPA needs to dish up a variety of tasty morsels – some hot, some not – that will whet the appetites of 
consumers and others who can and will influence for good or bad the future of all WA pork producers. Image 
is a pork offal hotpot enjoyed three years ago by the author in Chengdu, the capital of south-western China’s 
Sichuan province.
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WE hear a lot nowadays 
about innovation and the 
need to never lose sight 
of opportunities to trans-
form our businesses. 

Innovation, if done cor-
rectly and appropriately, 
should not only support 
and improve core pork 
production – and its pro-
cessing principles and 
practices – but enable 
the Australasian pork in-
dustry to become more 
efficient, sustainable and 
globally competitive 

But what is innovation? 
Accompanied by a 

plethora of meanings 
and definitions, broadly 
speaking innovation is 
the creation, development 
and implementation of a 
new product, process or 
service, with the aim of 
improving efficiency, ef-
fectiveness or competitive 
advantage. 

When contextualised to 
the Australasian pork in-
dustry, I think we’d all 
agree that we have done 
an excellent job of this 
– for example, with the 
development and imple-
mentation of porcine so-
matotropin, Improvac and 
AusScan Online, and so-
lutions to group housing 
of sows for starters. 

Then, on a daily basis, 
our producers are contin-
ually innovating as they 
strive to improve their 
practices and business 
performance. 

But this started me 
thinking – how do we 
continue to innovate as an 
industry, and what might 
be next?

In exploring this further, 
I came across a piece last 
year in Farm Journal’s 
Pork written by Dr Clint 
Schwab, Vice President 

Science and Technology 
at The Maschhoffs. 

The Maschhoffs is 
based in Carlyle, Illinois 
in the US and is one of 
the largest family-owned 
pork production networks 
in North America. 

Dr Schwab commented 
that there were several 
examples of new prod-
ucts or tools in the mar-
ketplace that could and 
would create incremental 
value – however, these in-
cremental changes needed 
to be combined in ways 
that would create material 
change. 

Dr Schwab then outlined 
three innovation platforms 
he believed encompassed 
significant opportuni-
ties for The Maschhoffs 
– namely digital trans-
formation, the intersec-
tion between health and 
nutrition, and harvesting 
genetic potential. 

Arguably, these plat-
forms apply equally to 
the Australasian pork in-
dustry. 

In regard to Dr Schwab’s 
comments about digital 
transformation in par-
ticular, I thought his com-
ments were salient. 

He mentioned that the 
pork industry is ripe for 
a digital transforma-
tion, that the industry 
remains data-rich and 
information-poor and, in 
comparison to other in-
dustries outside of animal 
agriculture, is stuck in the 
dark ages when it comes 
to leveraging information 
technologies. 

Dr Schwab then ob-

served that the first step 
to rectifying this situation 
is the more timely capture 
of useful information, be-
cause until data can be 
acquired efficiently – for 
example, with the use of 
sensors that lead into the 
realm of more real-time 
business intelligence tools 
– producers cannot begin 
to determine how to make 
sense of it. 

This requires a new level 
of predictive analytics and 
a new way of thinking. 

Not only will these tools 
allow for more efficient 
responses to production 
challenges, but they will 
help potentially unlock 
areas of opportunity the 
industry may not even 
currently realise or fully 
understand.

Agree with this or not, I 
doubt there would be any 
disagreement concerning 
our industry’s need to 
support research for con-
tinued innovation and in-
dustry application. 

The Australasian Pork 
Research Institute Ltd re-
cently called for innova-
tion projects, asking in-
vestigators to submit ap-
plications addressing ‘out 
of the box’ ideas that will 
potentially deliver smart, 
new approaches to tackle 
current and emerging is-
sues and challenges for 
the Australasian pork in-
dustry. 

We will begin assessing 
the 20 applications re-
ceived in this scheme, and 
anticipate supporting a 
number of projects that 
continue innovation for 
our industry. 
John Pluske, APRIL 
CEO and Chief Scien-
tist

Innovation in the Australasian pork industry

Vice President of Science and Technology at The 
Maschhoffs Dr Clint Schwab.

BUYING food from 
unregulated vendors 
on social media puts 
both you and your 
family at risk of food 
poisoning.

The Food Safety In-
formation Council has 
warned Australians not 
to buy or sell food pre-
pared in unregulated 
home kitchens on social 
media sites.

Food Safety Infor-
mation Council chair 
Cathy Moir said that 
people selling unregu-
lated food through so-
cial media sites such as 
Facebook and WeChat 
were putting the public 
at risk, as it was un-
likely they would meet 
the required food safety 
standards.

“We first became 
aware of this practice 
after media reports in 
May 2020, and since 
then this practice has 
increased significantly, 
with a range of high-risk 
foods such as curries, 
spring rolls, dumplings, 
roast meats, baked goods, 
pastas, seafood and even 
raw sausages being of-
fered,” Ms Moir said.

“These unregulated 
food sales are a consid-
erable food safety risk. 

“There is a real risk of 
food poisoning, which 
in its worst form can 
have severe health con-
sequences.

“Not only that, it is 
illegal. 

“Government and 
local council enforce-
ment agencies are 
clamping down on these 
unregistered food busi-
nesses, as and when 
they become aware 
of them – though new 
sellers keep popping up 
and this is putting a con-
siderable strain on our 
health services.”

The rules around the 
production and selling 
of food in Australia are 
strict and anyone selling 
food must adhere to the 
state or territory regula-
tions. 

“This requires specific 
food safety knowledge 
and controls that cover 
hygiene, safe cooking 
and cooling rules, cor-
rect refrigeration, safe 
storage and transporta-
tion,” Ms Moir said.

“It is unlikely that 
food prepared in a home 
kitchen or backyard bar-
becue would meet these 
standards.

“Another reason to be 
extremely wary of these 
illegal sellers is the risk 
of an allergic reaction. 

“Licensed sellers must 
also be aware of any 
labelling requirements, 
including the allergens 
in their food, so they 
can inform consumers.

“Don’t risk buying 
from an illegal seller.” 

Prior to purchasing 
food, ask yourself these 
questions:

•	Is the location the 
food is collected from a 
home address?

•	Does the vendor 
have a website or social 
media page that proves 
it is a licensed food 
business and, if not, can 
the vendor prove it has 
a food licence or is a 
registered business?

•	Is the food a much 
cheaper price than you 
would usually pay?

If in doubt, don’t take 
the risk of buying un-
safe food. 

Support your local 
food businesses instead, 
either in store or by or-
dering online.

“If you are considering 
turning your hobby into 
a business, we recom-
mend contacting your 
local council for advice 
on how to set up a food 
business, safely,” Ms 
Moir said. 

“There are council con-
tact details and also ac-
cess to online food safety 
training courses on the 
Food Safety Information 
Council website.

“If you have a local 
farmers’ market, they 
may also be able to ad-
vise you about how to 
sell your food legally.”

For more information, 
visit foodsafety.asn.au 

Don’t risk illegal food  
sales on social media

www.kemin.com/ap_contactus
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AUSTRALIA is on track 
for a major recovery in 
grain production, with 
the winter harvest set 
to come in at above-av-
erage levels, according 
to recently released fore-
casts by agribusiness 
specialist Rabobank. 

In its Australian Winter 
Crop Production Outlook 
2020/2021, the agribusi-
ness bank said that after 
three successive years of 
below-average production 
due to drought in many 
parts of the country, Aus-
tralia’s “long-awaited 
grain production recovery 
is here” – with the nation 
expected to harvest 47.4 
million tonnes of winter 
grains, oilseeds and 
pulses this year. 

This is an increase of 63 
percent on last year and 
16 percent above the five-
year average. 

For NSW, it represents 
a staggering 366 percent 
increase on last year’s 
harvest, and for Queens-
land 139 percent – with 
all grain-growing states in 
Australia set to record an 
increase in production. 

Rabobank senior grains 
analyst Cheryl Kalisch 
Gordon said in the report, 
“This increase not only 
represents a recovery, but 
also puts production back 
over average levels.” 

“A 22 percent year-on-
year increase in planted 

hectares, together with 
well-timed and above-
average rainfall in most 
regions, support our ex-
pectations for 28.8 mil-
lion tonnes of wheat, 11 
million tonnes of barley 
and 3.3 million tonnes of 
canola to be harvested in 
Australia in 2020/21,” Dr 
Kalisch Gordon said.

This will see Australia 
stage a major return to the 
global grains market, with 
Rabobank forecasting the 
nation’s grain exports to 
increase 93 percent on last 
year. 

According to the re-
port, exports would be 
supported by a relatively-
low Australian dollar 
– forecast to remain at 
around 70 US cents for 
the coming year – and 
comparatively high global 
grains prices. 

“The last time Australia 
had export volumes in 
these ranges, the Aus-
tralian dollar was 10 US 
cents higher and global 
grain prices were around 
35 percent lower than our 
current forecasts for the 
year ahead,” Dr Kalisch 
Gordon said. 

“Both these factors will 
assist in moving these 
anticipated export vol-
umes and support a good 
year for Australian grain 
farmers.” 
From famine to feast 

NSW would be the 

driving force behind Aus-
tralia’s grain recovery in 
2020/21 after being “the 
epicentre of devastatingly 
low grain production in 
recent years.”

“NSW has gone from 
worst to best performer 
in only 12 months, to lead 
the pack when it comes 
to grain production,” Dr 
Kalisch Gordon said. 

“We expect a year-on-
year lift of 12 million 
tonnes – a massive 366 
percent increase – in grain 
production in NSW, which 
would put the state’s har-
vest neck and neck with 
its record 2016/17 harvest. 

“Seasonal conditions in 
NSW have been near to 
ideal and in stark contrast 
to recent years. 

“Most production gains 
will be made in the central 
west, but above-average 
yields are also expected 
in the north and south of 
the state. 

“All other states are set 
for an average or above-
average harvest, with the 
exception of Western Aus-
tralia. 

“Here, a poor start and 
lower rainfall across the 
growing season means we 
expect a hit and miss year 
for WA, with the state’s 
harvest volume to come 
in above last year but still 
10 percent below the five-
year average.” 
Wet spring 

The report said with a 
La Niña now declared 
active by the Bureau of 
Meteorology – for the 
first time since 2010 – 
and expected to deliver 
a wet spring, this would 
help finish crops and im-
prove soil moisture in the 
eastern states, ahead of 
summer crop planting. 

“Above-average spring 
rain will be beneficial, es-
pecially for regions that 
had a drier July and Au-
gust, though the risk of a 
wet harvest – especially 
in parts of Victoria and 
NSW – is heightened,” Dr 
Kalisch Gordon said. 

“Above-average rainfall 
during later spring does, 
of course, introduce chal-
lenges to harvest and the 
prospect of impact on 
quality. 

“In areas that have al-
ready begun harvest, such 
as northern NSW, rain 
delays have already inter-
rupted progress. 

“This brings with it the 
real risk of downgrades 
to the quality of the grain 
which, if widespread, 
could have a substantial 
impact on the market 
due to the change in the 
quality profile of grain on 
offer.” 
COVID concerns 

The report said Austral-
ia’s grain sector had been 
able to proceed with an 
almost ‘business as usual’ 
production year, despite 
the upheaval caused by 
COVID-19. 

Challenges related to the 
availability of harvest la-
bour and contractors were 
also expected to be man-
aged for the most part, 
with forward planning 
and workarounds in place. 

“Early season concerns 
regarding input availa-
bility due to COVID were 
managed so that there 
were no material impacts 
on production and, for the 
most part, we expect the 
same with harvest,” Dr 
Kalisch Gordon said.

“However, the need to 
manage a wet harvest pe-
riod without the typical 
labour force may deliver 
some regionally sig-
nificant production and 
quality downgrades.” 
Market outlook 

Notwithstanding the 
need to rebuild domestic 
grain stocks following 
drought, Australia is on 
track to export 19.8 mil-
lion tonnes of wheat, 5.6 
million tonnes of barley 
and 2.7 million tonnes 
of canola this year, Ra-
bobank forecasts. 

According to the report, 
while global wheat stocks 
are forecast to grow again 
by more than five percent 
in 2020/21, the location of 
those stocks outside key 
exporting nations means 
global prices are expected 
to be supported. 

“With a combined 15 
million tonne year-on-
year reduction in wheat 
exports from the Euro-
pean Union and Ukraine 
this year, the world is 
looking to Australia’s re-
covery to help keep the 
market in balance,” Dr 
Kalisch Gordon said. 

The bank forecasts 
Chicago Board of Trade 
wheat to trade around 
US cents 580 per bushell 
($A8.18/bu) over the 
coming 12 months, up 12 
percent year on year and 
approaching 40 percent 
higher than 2016/17, when 
Australia last harvested 
an above-average winter 
grain crop. 
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Australia on track for above-average winter crop

Australian winter crop production outlook.

Rabobank senior grains analyst Cheryl Kalisch Gordon.
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AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited’s podcast series 
‘Next on the Menu’ has 
continued to explore the 
innovations that will 
challenge the world of 
food in the future by tap-
ping into the knowledge 
of a range of leading 
thinkers from across ag-
riculture and the supply 
chain.

The latest episode fea-
tures American author 
and filmmaker Diana 
Rodgers, who draws on 
her professional back-
ground as a nutritionist to 
argue the environmental, 
dietary and ethical merits 
of meat consumption. 

Her book Sacred Cow: 
The Case for Better Meat 
has enjoyed such a strong 
response that a com-
panion film is about to be 
released.

Next on the Menu has 
earned a strong following 
since launching in Sep-
tember on the back of 
an impressive line-up 
of guests, including re-
nowned chef Nino Zoc-
cali, Stephen Nankervis 
from Fairtrade Australia, 
Adelaide butcher Luke 
Leyson and New Zea-
land agricultural futurist 

Melissa Clark-Reynolds.
Listeners have also en-

joyed the insights pro-
vided by the podcast’s co-
hosts APL chair Andrew 
‘Billy’ Baxter and APL 
general manager of busi-
ness and innovation Mitch 
Edwards, both of whom 
bring their own valuable 
experiences to the discus-
sion. 

Mr Baxter is one of Aus-
tralia’s most trusted busi-
ness, marketing and com-
munications advisors. 

He has worked with 
many of Australia’s 
largest companies, brands 
and government bodies, 
as chief executive officer 
of two of the country’s 
biggest communications 
agencies – Publicis and 
Ogilvy – and currently as 
a senior advisor at both 
KPMG and BGH Capital, 
as well as the Adjunct 
Professor of Marketing at 
the University of Sydney.

Mr Edwards boasts 
more than 30 years ex-
perience marketing Aus-
tralia’s major proteins in-
ternationally and domesti-
cally, with a track record 
of executing successful 
marketing strategies and 
turning struggling agri-

cultural categories into 
market leaders. 

His achievements in-
clude leveraging US 
McDonalds to use Aus-
tralian beef in their ‘all 
American hamburgers’ 
and turning Australia into 
a pork-loving nation by 
playing a prominent role 
in the ‘Get Some Pork on 
Your Fork’ campaign.

Currently, Mitch over-
sees Business and Inno-
vation and coaches Mar-
keting Communications 
for Australian Pork Lim-
ited, and is the face of the 
prestigious PorkStar chef 
influencer program. 

An important PorkStar 
initiative – which has ena-
bled ongoing engagement 
with the foodservice in-
dustry despite COVID-19 
challenges – has been its 
own podcast ‘The Crack-
ling’.

Hosted by Anthony 
Huckstep, The Crackling 
is a food-focused podcast, 

which talks with some 
of Australia’s best chefs, 
butchers and pork pro-
ducers. 

While the first season 
wrapped up in mid-
September, episodes are 
available online and fea-
ture interviews with eight 
pork industry identities, 
including chefs Louis Ti-
karam, Matt Stone, Dave 
Pynt and Annie Smithers, 
as well as producer Judy 
Croagh from Western 
Plains Pork.

The new season of The 
Crackling will include 
interviews with chefs 
Paul Carmichael, Lennox 
Hastie, Claire Van Vuuren 
and Melissa Palinkas, as 
well as producers Frank 
Vigliante and Luke 
Tathra.

All episodes of The 
Crackling and Next on 
the Menu are available 
on a range of platforms, 
including iTunes and Spo-
tify. 

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. Ingelvac MycoFLEX® is a registered trademark of 
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AUS/MFX-191028

For more information, please contact your  
Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Territory Manager.

Whole herd protection against Mycoplasma 
hyopneumoniae. Now for your piglets and sows. 

can now be used to 
protect your pregnant 

and lactating sows

American nutritionist and author Diana Rodgers features in the latest episode of 
Australian Pork Limited’s ‘Next on the Menu’ podcast.

Pork podcast examines the future of food

On track for above-
average winter crop

“Despite supply re-
newal in Australia, 
we expect domestic 
prices to be supported 
by both global prices 
– which we expect to 
be near to 40 percent 
higher than the last 
time Australia had an 
above-average harvest 
– and by an Australian 
dollar that is lower 
than 2016/17,” Dr Ka-
lisch Gordon said.

“This will keep 
prices in line with 
the five-year average 
and off the lows of 
2016/17.” 
Barley 

Based on the out-
look, with barley rep-
resenting close to 23 
percent of this year’s 
winter crop harvest, 
2020/21 is expected to 
be the second-highest 
barley crop on record 
(albeit still 19 percent 
behind 2016/17). 

Export opportunities 
for Australian barley 
are also very different 
to 2016/17, with Chi-
na’s introduction of 
tariffs on Australian 
barley effectively 
ruling out significant 
volumes being sold to 
that market in the near 
term. 

“Instead sales to 
feed-grain markets – 
such as Saudi Arabia, 
Japan and Thailand 
– will dominate Aus-
tralian barley exports 
this year,” Dr Kalisch 
Gordon said.

“This will mean 
pricing that is compet-
itive relative to other 
origins of feed grain 
and at a discount to 
corn. 

“These exports will 
also not replace the 
volumes that would 
have gone to China.” 

As such, domestic 
barley stocks will 
grow this year, 

keeping local prices 
at a broad discount to 
wheat in 2021. 
Canola and pulses 

Despite an increased 
Australian canola har-
vest, Australian canola 
prices are expected to 
remain supported in 
2020/21. 

EU import demand 
for canola will ap-
proach record vol-
umes this year due to 
a significantly below-
average European 
rapeseed (canola) 
harvest for the second 
year running – with 
Australia ‘in the box 
seat’ to provide non-
genetically modified 
canola, the European 
preference, to that 
market.

“We also expect 
Australian geneti-
cally modified canola 
prices to remain sup-
ported in 2020/21, 
based on higher year-
on-year pricing in the 
global edible oil com-
plex more broadly, and 
potential Chinese de-
mand for GM canola,” 
Dr Kalisch Gordon 
said. 
Cash or carry 

According to the out-
look, after successive 
years of drought, the 
generation of cashflow 
would be critical for 
many Australian grain 
farmers this season.

“However, along-
side this there is also 
increased on-farm 
storage capacity 
among growers, as 
well as the recent 
memory of high grain 
pricing due to drought 
while interest rates are 
at record lows,” Dr 
Kalisch Gordon said. 

“With this in mind, 
we expect a large 
number of farmers 
will choose to carry 
grain, especially 
barley, into 2021.” 

* from P10
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FIVE countries have 
officially recorded new 
cases of African swine 
fever in domestic pigs 
– Poland, Romania, 
Russia, South Africa and 
Ukraine.

As at October 18, 984 
outbreaks of ASF among 
domestic pigs in Europe 
were recorded to the An-
imal Disease Notification 
System of the European 
Commission since the 
start of 2020. 

Almost 57,000 pigs have 
been directly impacted by 
the outbreaks.

With its first cases of 
ASF more than two years 
ago, Romania’s battle to 
control the spread of the 
disease continues.

Based on official reports 
submitted recently to the 
World Organisation for 
Animal Health, a further 

40 outbreaks have been 
confirmed in Romania – 
most detected between 
September and mid-Oc-
tober. 

In addition, two dis-
carded pig carcasses have 
tested positive for ASF.

Affecting only backyard 
herds of up to 146 ani-
mals, the latest outbreaks 
directly impacted a total 
of 680 pigs.

After a short absence, 
ASF has returned to two 
oblasts in Ukraine.

In total, 87 pigs were 
involved in these two out-
breaks, seven of which 
died. 

ASF was last detected in 
Donetsk in October 2019, 
and as recently as the end 
of September in Kiev. 

The European Commis-
sion recorded 8953 con-
firmed outbreaks of ASF 

in wild boar from the start 
of 2020 to October 18 – 
an increase of 173 since 
October 5. 

The figure well exceeds 
the 6407 cases recorded 
for 2019.

Hungary recorded the 
most outbreaks with 3608 
– a jump of 39 more than 
the previous two weeks. 

At 3387, Poland’s total 
had risen by 58 over the 
same period.

Since the beginning 
of October, seven other 
European states had con-
firmed ASF outbreaks to 
the EC – Romania with 
688 outbreaks, Bulgaria 
437, Latvia 230, Slovakia 
187, Lithuania 186, Ger-
many 70 and Estonia 51.

New cases in wild boar 
reported to the OIE were 
Hungary with 43, Ro-
mania 23, Russia 3, and 
Germany and Latvia each 
with two.

Germany’s agriculture 
ministry puts the number 
of wild boar infected with 
ASF at 86. 

Since the first detec-
tion on September 10, all 
have been in wild boar 
and confined to three dis-
tricts in the eastern state 
of Brandenburg. 

The nation’s domestic 
pigs remain free of the 
disease.

Russia’s agriculture 
ministry reports new 
cases affecting two back-
yard herds in its Far 
Eastern Federal District, 
and three of the total 21 
pigs affected died at the 
two premises located 
in the same district of 
Khabarovsk Krai.

Since the first outbreak 
in August 2019, 175 ASF 
outbreaks have been in 
this region of Russia, 
with 4778 pigs directly 
impacted. 

These figures are based 
on reports to the OIE. 

CRITICAL govern-
ment and industry ac-
tion to modernise the 
Australian export meat 
inspection and regu-
latory system is un-
derway following the 
$328 million Busting 
Congestion for Ag-
ricultural Exporters 
measure, announced 
by the Australian Gov-
ernment as part of the 
2020/21 Budget.

The Busting Conges-
tion for Agricultural 
Exporters package will 
fund reforms for Aus-
tralian agricultural sec-
tors, including the meat 
processing sector, to 
reduce unnecessary red 
tape, get products to ex-
port markets faster and 
support jobs in rural and 
remote Australia.

The package, worth 
more than $328.4 mil-
lion over four years 
from 2020-21, will:

•	Support Australia’s 
agriculture industry to 
grow towards a $100 
billion in farm gate re-
turns by 2030 – from 
$61 billion currently

•	Maintain and 
strengthen existing pref-
erential access to over-
seas markets

•	Support economic 
recovery, and provide 
jobs in rural, regional 
and remote Australia

•	Support government 
efforts in response to 
COVID-19, bushfires 
and drought, and

•	Provide an imme-
diate freeze on increases 
in fees and charges, to 
assist exporters with the 

impacts of COVID-19, 
with stepped increases 
to be spread over four 
years consistent with 
the government’s cost 
recovery policy.

The measures an-
nounced in the budget 
will support the devel-
opment of a more com-
petitive meat industry 
by bolstering Australia’s 
reputation as a pro-
vider of high-quality 
safe meat, underpinned 
by a robust regulatory 
system.

To deliver strong out-
comes for the export 
meat processing sector, 
a package of modernisa-
tion proposals has been 
developed in conjunc-
tion with, and strongly 
supported by, industry 
leaders – including 
senior representatives 
of the Australian Meat 
Industry Council and 
other export meat pro-
cessing establishments.

Major modernisa-
tion proposals include 
the ‘Digital Services to 
Take Farmers to Mar-
kets’ and ‘Building a 
More Competitive Meat 
Industry’ measures.

The Digital Services 
to Take Farmers to Mar-
kets measure includes 
an investment of $222.2 
million to modernise 
Australia’s agricultural 
export systems by re-
ducing red tape and 
improving regulation 
and service delivery for 
our producers and ex-
porters.

Practically, this 
measure will transition 

departmental export 
systems online and pro-
vide a single portal for 
transactions between 
exporters and govern-
ment, streamlining 
processes for exporters 
and helping them expe-
rience faster and more 
cost-effective services, 
while continuing to 
meet trading partners’ 
requirements.

The Building a More 
Competitive Meat In-
dustry measure embeds 
modernisation activi-
ties that will keep Aus-
tralia’s export systems 
world leading and in-
troduces new regula-
tory assurance tools 
that reward high levels 
of conformance and tar-
gets any areas of poor 
compliance.

The measure also in-
troduces flexible assur-
ance methods, including 
smarter technology to 
ensure the Australian 
meat industry maintains 
and expands its global 
position as the number 

one supplier of choice.
AMIC’s National 

Processor Council 
chair Terry Nolan said 
the Australian export 
meat sector understood 
the vital role it plays in 
achieving our joint aim 
of $100 billion in farm 
gate returns by 2030.

“A key pillar of this 
is building exports – 
and our sector plays a 
key role in Australia’s 
overall agricultural ex-
port growth,” Mr Nolan 
said.

“Knowing that we can 
continue to deliver high-
quality and safe meat 
products to a global 
market is paramount.

“It’s also incredibly 
important that we work 
with government to 
make sure that our regu-
latory system continues 
to be contemporary, fit 
for purpose and robust.

“We are proud to play 
our part in driving mod-
ernisation for the benefit 
of the whole agricultural 
sector.” 
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ROYAL DSM, a 
global science-based 
company in nutrition, 
health and sustainable 
living, recently an-
nounced the comple-
tion of its acquisition 
of Erber Group, for 
an enterprise value of 
$A1.6 billion. 

The transaction – 
which excludes two 
smaller units in the 
Erber Group – is ex-
pected to be earnings 
enhancing in the first 
year upon completion. 

The acquisition of 
Erber Group was first 
announced on June 12, 
2020. 

DSM acquired Erber 
Group’s Biomin and 

Romer Labs. 
Erber Group’s spe-

cialty animal nutrition 
and health business 
Biomin specialises pri-
marily in mycotoxin 
risk management and 
gut health performance 
management, whereas 
the Romer Labs busi-
ness focuses on food 
and feed safety diag-
nostic solutions. 

Both expand DSM’s 
range of higher value-
add specialty solutions. 

The acquisition of 
Erber Group’s Biomin 
further strengthens 
DSM’s expertise and 
reputation as a leading 
provider of animal 
health and nutrition 

solutions for farm pro-
ductivity and sustaina-
bility, with an emphasis 
on emissions reduction, 
feed consumption effi-
ciency, and better use of 
water and land. 

It is therefore very 
much aligned with 
DSM’s focus to make 
animal farming more 
sustainable from both 
an ecological and eco-
nomical perspective. 

Romer Labs also com-
plements DSM’s human 
nutrition and health of-
fering to customers in 
the food and beverages 
market segments. 

More information can 
be found at dsm.com 

Royal DSM completes 
acquisition of Erber Group

Modernising the meat 
export regulatory system

New ASF outbreaks recorded
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AMID the social and 
economic disruptions 
caused by COVID-19 
in recent months, Aus-
tralia’s pork industry 
has been working with 
the country’s leading 
food relief organisation, 

Foodbank Australia, 
to support Australians 
struggling to put food on 
the table.

In a collaboration in-
volving the Federal Gov-
ernment and Australian 
Pork Limited, Foodbank 

Australia’s provision of 
protein to members of the 
community in need has 
been boosted by weekly 
deliveries from several 
pork wholesalers across the 
country.

More than a quarter of 

Australian pork is usually 
consumed in foodservice 
outlets, so when restau-
rants, pubs and clubs 
across the country were 
forced to closed earlier in 
the year, alternative mar-
kets had to be found.

Australian Pork Lim-
ited chief executive of-
ficer Margo Andrae said 
while the rise in home-
made meals increased 
pork sales at butchers and 
supermarkets, the supply 
chain has still been under 
pressure in adjusting to 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Australia’s weekly pork 
production is very con-
sistent. 

“While supply chains 
have been disrupted in 
recent months, we’ve con-
tinued to process about 
100,000 pigs a week na-
tionally,” Ms Andrae said.

“Even with retail sale in-
creases, we were looking 
at ways to take pressure 
off of our processors and 
wholesalers to ensure the 
market stayed as stable 
as possible and producers 
had some certainty.”

“We approached the 
Federal Government to 
talk about ways we could 
turn a challenge into a 

positive because while we 
had surplus product, there 
were lots of people facing 
food insecurity.”

Emergency relief 
funding made available 
to Foodbank by Federal 
Minister for Families and 
Social Services Anne 
Ruston enabled the initia-
tive to commence.

“Wholesalers Linley 
Valley Pork, Holco, 
Global Meats, Mastercut 
Meats and Top Cut have 
been pivotal in this won-
derful initiative, providing 
pork to Foodbank at a sig-
nificant discount to en-
sure the funding can be 
stretched as far as pos-
sible,” Ms Andrae said.

“We’re proud of the role 
our industry is playing 
in providing food secu-
rity for those in need, but 
we’re also very grateful 
to Foodbank because the 
weekly supply arrange-
ments have given pro-
cessors and wholesalers 
added operational cer-
tainty for their businesses 
and employees.

“This has helped keep 
employees at our plants 
working and helped ensure 
producers could be confi-
dent they had a buyer for 

their weekly turn-off of 
pigs.

“Sadly, we’ve seen 
market failure in the US 
in recent months, where 
major pig processors have 
closed for extended pe-
riods. 

“Thousands of pigs have 
been euthanised on-farm 
and prices have fallen dra-
matically, yet the need to 
feed Americans in-need 
has been more critical 
than ever. 

“We are very grateful 
that by working together, 
we’ve avoided that sort 
of devastating scenario in 
Australia.”

Pork provided to Food-
bank has included sau-
sages, roasts, mince and 
forequarter chops, total-
ling 23,685 kilograms of 
made-to-order pork prod-
ucts over a three-and-a-
half-month period. 

Based on this success, 
APL and industry whole-
salers are looking at ways 
to continue working with 
Foodbank.

Foodbank Australia na-
tional program manager 
agriculture Jacqui Payne 
explained how significant 
this supply has been to 
the Foodbank network na-

tionally and to food relief 
recipients.

“We’re so grateful to 
APL and all the local 
wholesalers who have 
supported Foodbank 
through this period,” Ms 
Payne said.

“Having a regular, re-
liable supply of a high-
demand protein product 
such as pork takes the 
‘surprise’ out of our 
supply chain and goes a 
long way in helping us end 
hunger in Australia.”

Melissa Parker from 
Mastercut Meats said the 
wholesaler, which has 
been supplying pork for 
distribution in NSW and 
Australian Capital Terri-
tory, was keen to continue 
supporting Foodbank.

“As a family business, 
we’re always looking for 
ways to give back to the 
community,” Ms Parker 
said.

“This has been a fan-
tastic opportunity to 
support Foodbank with 
supplies of premium Aus-
tralian pork, helping those 
in need during this time of 
crisis, and also supporting 
our supply chain, our em-
ployees and Australian 
pork producers.” 

BLANTYRE Farms is a 
highly productive mixed 
farming and livestock 
business situated near 
Young in NSW. 

The business needed a 
reliable pump to transfer 
sludge from its covered 
methane gas dam. 

In other words, it found 
itself facing that very 
old, very Australian co-
nundrum of how to push 
slurry uphill. 

That’s when Blantyre 
Farms’ maintenance 

manager Mark Schulz 
contacted Hydro Inno-
vations, in search of a 
suitable pump for the ap-
plication. 

The problem for the 
farm was that the slurry 
had the consistency of 
molasses and pumping it 
1km up a hill to the ponds 
proved no easy feat for 
standard pumps.

Hydro Innovations’ 
NSW regional manager 
Phil Rothheudt said, “Or-
dinary pumps just couldn’t 

handle the slurry.”
The solution was to use a 

Ragazzini MS3 Peristaltic 
Pump. 

The operation of this 
style of pump is derived 
from human ‘peristalsis’ 
intestinal muscle move-
ments – an alternating 
contraction and relaxa-
tion of muscles around a 
tube to coax the contents 
through.

“Peristaltic pumps are 
usually found in med-
ical situations, and often 
used to pump blood,” Mr 
Rothheudt said.

Mr Schulz was happy 
with the results and said, 
“The information sup-
plied by Phil to select the 
correct pump for our ap-
plication was great, as was 
the communication for the 
actual purchase.”

“Our success is due to a 
team with many years of 

expertise,” Mr Rothheudt 
said.

“We can turn an enquiry 
around in the same day 
and offer a solution – we 
know the specifics – that’s 
what matters.”

Ragazzini pumps use 
a roller on bearing de-
sign, so the casing does 
not have to be filled and 
re-filled with expensive 
lubricating fluid. 

This means hose changes 
are quicker and cleaner, 
and owners are able to take 
advantage of Ragazzini’s 
fast leak detection system, 
which alerts owners when a 
hose needs replacing. 

Pumps can be used on 
suction lifts up to 9m and 
can produce pressures to 
15 bar.

For more information, 
visit hydroinnovations.
com.au or call 02 9898 
1800. 

A Ragazzini MS3 Peristaltic Pump pushes sludge 
uphill.

Discover how Ragazzini hose 
pump pushes sludge uphill

Foodbank serving up Aussie pork to those in need

Provision of protein to the community in need has been boosted by weekly deliver-
ies from pork wholesalers across Australia.

https://www.hydroinnovations.com.au/aeration/
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*  Commercially available toltrazuril/gleptoferron combination. FORCERIS is a trademark of Ceva Sante Animale.

BRINGING
PIGLETS TO
A HIGHER
LEVEL

Australia’s only coccidiostat & iron injectable combination*

Limited release December, 
Register your interest 
NOW at forceris.com.au

www.forceris.com.au
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■ Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens. ■ Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

■ Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au 

2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 ABN 11 003 543 548                 Mobile: 0437 431 901 

Victoria: Ben Slots  Phone: (03) 9462 4266 
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mobile: 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

PORK producers have 
a major challenge every 
day in the management 
of liquids.  

They need to clean, 
sterilise, collect and pump 
away waste, and often pro-
vide fertiliser and nutri-
ents to grow feed.  

One Australian com-
pany, Aussie Pumps, has 
worked with operators to 
come up with a package 
that covers everything, 
from the growing right 
through to the final pro-
duction of the edible end 
product.

Aussie Pumps chief en-
gineer John Hales said, 
“We have managed to 
go all the way, from ini-
tial birth and production, 
through the growing cycle 
to product in supermar-
kets or butcher shops.”

A clean environment is 
essential

Keeping the piggery 
clean to grow healthy 
young piglets is manda-
tory – it is a legal obliga-
tion and a matter of good 
business.

Aussie Pumps produces 
a range of Australian con-
ceived, designed and built 
pressure cleaners, all the 
way up to 5000psi ma-
chines.

They can be electric or 
engine drive.  

They all feature stain-
less-steel frames, heavy-
duty Bertolini triplex 
pumps, and are fitted with 
solid ceramic pistons and 
‘cool-fin’ crank cases.

The range includes 
flows of up to 40L per 
minute, making them suit-
able for both wash and 

flush activities.
Best of all, the machines 

are designed in line with 
Aussie Pumps registered 
‘Scud’ concept, where the 
stainless-steel frames are 
designed to have virtually 
zero sharps. 

They are claimed to be 
the most occupational 
health and safety friendly 
pressure cleaners in the 
world.

“We even have piggeries 
operating their own high-
pressure water jetters, 
that not only wash, flush 
and clean but also clear 
blocked drains using our 
Aussie Cobra jetter con-
cept,” Mr Hales said.

“The Aussie Cobra jetter 
concept features the use 
of 4000psi and 5000psi 
pressures to clear blocked 
drains fast, without the 

use of mechanical or elec-
tric drive drain cleaners. 

“It’s fast, cheap and 
clean.”
Steamy activities

Several piggeries have 
graduated to hot wash and 
steam cleaning machines, 
to not only clean but to 
disinfect at the same time.  

The World Health Or-
ganisation has said that 
using hot water at over 
60C will kill almost all 
germs.

Aussie Pumps range 
starts with electric drive 
machines from 1800psi to 
4000psi, with flows up to 
21L per minute.  

Prices are low too, with 
the Aussie Sizzler, a new 
stainless-steel entrant to 
the market, retailing at 
only $4,420 plus GST.

The Aussie Pumps hot 
water range also includes 
a 4000psi Honda engine-
powered steam cleaner, 
with the temperature 
range of up to 130C.

The machine comes in a 
stainless-steel frame and 
mounted on four wheels, 
to make it portable any-
where on the piggery.

Best of all, using steam 
means the elimination of 
caustic or harmful carci-
nogenic chemicals being 
used for cleaning in the 
piggery.
Pumping effluent

It’s all part of the job.  
The Aussie Pumps range 

includes super heavy-
duty cast-iron semi-trash 
pumps capable of moving 
up to 2300L per minute.  

Recently introduced 
models include a high 
head capability that can 
pump small compressible 
solids in suspension.

The new machines fea-
ture flows and high heads, 
with the ability to handle 
up to 1200L per minute 
and pump to a vertical lift 
of up to 80m.

They all self-prime and 
are built in a mono-block 
style execution, with the 
quick open impellers and 
front-opening port for 

easy cleanout.
Silicon carbide mechan-

ical seals and stainless-
steel wear plant are used.  

As an ISO9001 certified 
company, Aussie Pumps 
believes in delivering 
products that work.   

“All of our products are 
sourced as components 
from developed countries. 

“We stay away from 
suppliers from developing 
countries – knowing the 
risk involved,” Mr Hales 
said.
Trash pumps are a pig-
gery essential

Aussie Pumps also 
makes a range of trash 
pumps that are suitable for 
use in any situation, from 
piggeries to abattoirs.

These are engine-driven 
machines, with flows of 
up to 6000L per minute 
and the ability to pump to 
heads of 47m.  

Driven by either petrol 
or diesel engines, these 
machines are part of 
Aussie Pumps quick 
prime range.  

They are designed to 
handle solids in suspen-
sion of up to 7.6cm (or 3”) 
in diameter.

They all feature excel-
lent priming capabilities, 
with several models ca-
pable of lift of up to 7.6m.  

The company also 
makes agricultural spray 
units, with flows of up to 
125L per minute and pres-
sures up to 50 bar.

These machines are all 
powered by Honda petrol 
or Yanmar diesel engines, 
and come in handy stain-
less-steel carry frames, 
capable of being used for 
anything from wash and 
flush to spraying agricul-
tural chemicals or even 
disinfectants.

For more information, 
including Aussie Pumps 
free Agricultural Solu-
tions Brochure, visit aus 
siepumps.com.au or con-
tact one of Aussie Pumps 
distributors throughout 
Australia. 

Aussie Pumps piggery package

THERE is enormous 
pressure on food 
product suppliers and 
retailers to present 
products as natural 
and as free from ar-
tificial substances as 
possible.

With this in mind, 
it is essential to know 
precisely how every 
ingredient and sub-
stance will or might 
be declared on the 
product label and mar-
keting – if it has to be 
declared at all.

FoodLegal have or-
ganised an interac-
tive online workshop 
to focus on the food 
labelling obligations 
under the Australia 
New Zealand Food 
Standards Code.

The workshop will 
cover how these ob-
ligations under the 
ANZFSC can be in-
terpreted, applied and 
circumnavigated to 
present the cleanest 
image of your product, 
and of course, without 
misleading or de-
ceiving your con-
sumers in breach of 
the Australian Con-
sumer Law.

The workshop also 
covers claims and 
marketing strategies 
that go hand-in-hand 

with clean labelling 
practices, such as 
claiming your product 
is ‘natural’, a ‘super-
food’ or ‘100 percent 
free of anything arti-
ficial’.

FoodLegal will help 
answer questions such 
as:

•	How can I simplify 
my long ingredients 
list?

•	When can I leave 
an ingredient off the 
label?

•	What makes a sub-
stance ‘artificial’?

•	When does a food 
substance become a 
processing aid, or a 
food additive, or a nu-
tritive substance?

•	How do I avoid 
breaching the Aus-
tralian Consumer 
Law?

The FoodLegal inter-
active workshop will 
be held on Tuesday 
November 24, 2020 
via Zoom at 9.00am 
to 1.00pm Australia 
Eastern Daylight Sav-
ings Time.

Early bird price offer 
for registrations before 
November 5, 2020.

Numbers are limited 
to ensure an interac-
tive experience.

Register at foodlegal.
com.au 

Clean labelling 
interactive online 
workshop
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Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
gabe.crane@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Gabriel Crane
Territory Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 233 227
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
timothy.dale@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Timothy Dale
Territory Manager

RUSSELL WATERS 
Sales Manager 
P:  0437 115 876  
E:  russell@maxumanimal.com 
Laverton North, VIC 3026 
maxumanimal.com 

PIGLET MILK REPLACER STOCKFEED POWDERS

MILK POWDERS 
CUSTOM BLENDS CONTRACT PACKING

Avril Grieve  0438 352 443
Tim Fulton  0431 075 972
Branko Karaconji DVM 0448 055 159
John Reeves  0412 264 497

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T:1800 814 883   F: 02 8876 0444   W: www.zoetis.com.au

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493 
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Meg Donahoo
Senior Account Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited

78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 480 499
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
andres.ardila@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Dr. Andres Ardila
Technical Services Veterinarian

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0417 730 434
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
gavin.davies@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Gavin Davies
National Sales Manager – Swine / Vet Specialty

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 554 328
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
susan.schryver@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Susan Schryver
Head of Production Animal

www.feedworks.com.au

  Doug PearsonDavid Cadogan
P +61 409 049 793    P +61 408 735 185 
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au     E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au 

 Office 
P +61 3 5429 2411

Stuart Wilkinson  
P +61 414 487 882
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au 

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151  |  aleary@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR

SUCCESS

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388  |  nlister@lallemand.com

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmontpastoralco@outlook.com

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry 
with tarpaulin  
• Shelter covers
• Blinds • Liners
• Thermal Covers

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 052 401  
Email: info@polytex.net.au  
www.polytex.net.au

Kate HENNE  - 0499 287 710

Darryl MEANEY - 0419 594 922

Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889

Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554

Mark OLLEY - 0437 076 615

Bruce HUNT- 0499 171 010

ERBER Biotech Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139
email: office.australia@biomin.net

www.biomin.net

Alan Smith
B. Ag. Sci.

Managing Director

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd Tel: +61 3 5342 8688

P.O. Box 1 Fax: +61 3 5342 8788

135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale Mobile: +61 414 432 790

Victoria 3351 asmith@minitube.com.au

Australia www.minitube.com.au

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia

NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

Ÿ Stainless steel covers

Ÿ 4,000 psi

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Ÿ Hot Wash & Steam
Cleaners to 130°C

Ÿ 240v & 415v

Ÿ Loads of features

Ÿ Aussie quality

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Come clean with steam

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0478 314 237
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
kitty.wong@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Kitty Wong
Marketing Manager

Dr. Jon Bartsch
VETERINARIAN/DIRECTOR

Healthy Herds

JON@HEALTHYHERDS.COM.AU
0409 444 405

www.gsiag.com.au
www.aussiepumps.com.au
https://maxumfoods.com/
http://www.vaucluse-aps.com.au/
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www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5445 5914

Swine Veterinary Consultants
• Health, Production and QA Services
• Disease Eradication and   
 Repopulations
• Servicing all areas of Australia 

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

Anke Woeckel  
Veterinarian 
Technical Advisor Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre, 
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 226 511
M 0437 010 683
F 1800 810 511
anke.woeckel@merck.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

wash-down

Heavy duty blasters with 

extra flow for fast, effective 

02 8865 3500

 only $ +gst       

Aussie Pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Only while stocks last

Flows to 21 lpm

2,600 psi

Honda 13hp 

2,460

25%
off

Ÿ Engine & electric drive

Ÿ Big Berty triplex pumps

Ÿ Australia’s No 1 
     pressure cleaner manufacturer

Ÿ Aussie quality

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

Ÿ 2,000 psi to 5,000 psi

Ÿ OH&S friendly stainless 
      steel frames

Come clean with Aussie

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Amanda Vardanega 
National Key Account Manager 
Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre, 
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

RG Campbell Advisory

Dr Roger Campbell
Director 
ABN 79626160085

roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.au

Phone/ +61 407 774 714
linkedin.com/in/roger-campbell-95237356

■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card

Walter Osborne
GENETICS MANAGER

CEFN Genetics Pty Ltd
54 King St, Clifton, QLD 4361
Phone: 07 4697 3344
Fax: 07 4697 3532
Web: www.cefn.com.au
Email: wally@cefn.com.au
Mobile: 0457 833 621

Breeding a Better Future

Fiona Selleck
0428 247 272

Fabian Barcelo
0477 444 674

Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961

DEAN GUENTHER
Oceania General Manager

Office: 61 (0)7 5422 9201
mobile: 61 (0)412 853 270

fax: 61 (0)7 5422 9201
dguenther@zinpro.com

Zinpro Animal Nutrition, Inc.
PO Box 1084
Woodford QLD 4514 Australia
zinpro.com

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES

Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411  M 0409 091 678
E MYORA@MYORA.COM.AU  W MYORA.COM.AU

JEFF BRAUN
MANAGING DIRECTOR

PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411  M 0431 679 053
E TOM@MYORA.COM.AU  W MYORA.COM.AU

TOM BRAUN
GENERAL MANAGER

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)

Murray Bridge SA 5253

P  08 8531 2700
F  08 8531 2711

M  0419 559 011

E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com

W www.jacksonsaustralia.com
Aaron Hines
Sales & Production Manager

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463

M +61 417 930 536

E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 

Western Australia 6162

PIC Australia

Clark Forbes, National Business Manager
M: 0427 909 361  E: cforbes@picaustralia.com.au

Mal Auld, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0427 086 931  E: mauld@picaustralia.com.au

Dr Pat Mitchell, Genetic Services Manager
M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au

PIC Australasia Pty Ltd, PO Box 39, Grong Grong NSW 2652
P: 02 6956 2105 F: 02 6956 2203 E: info@picaustralia.com.au

NEVER STOP IMPROVING

David Sinclair
Operations Manager

Phone: (07) 4634 7344 Mobile: 0428 474 057 
Freecall: 1800 242 699

david@customvac.com.au
www.customvac.com.au

24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

Bulk Feed Transport Solutions

Leon Hall
MBA, B.Sc.(Agric.) (Hons.) Anim. Sci.
Industry Manager, Animal Nutrition
Australia & New Zealand

BASF Australia Ltd.
Level 12

28 Freshwater Place
Southbank VIC 3006

Mobile +61 457 104 105
Fax +61 3 8855 6511

leon.hall@basf.com
www.animal-nutrition.basf.com

Garry Grant 
T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E  - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

General Manager

HydroInnovations.com.au

Global-Mark.com.au®

Q
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www.aussiepumps.com.au
www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
www.zinpro.com
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.futurepork.com.au
www.myora.com.au
www.hydroinnovations.com.au
http://www.myora.com.au/
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■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card

extra flow for fast, effective 
wash-down

Heavy duty blasters with 

02 8865 3500

 only $ +gst       

Aussie Pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Only while stocks last

Flows to 21 lpm
2,600 psi
Honda 13hp 

2,460

25%
off

Ÿ Cast iron

Ÿ Self-priming

Ÿ Big flows

Ÿ Great prices for Australian 
      Pork Limited members

Ÿ ISO 9001

Ÿ 2", 3" & 4" 
      semi trash pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N S™

Rick Carter, PhD
Technical Services Manager – Pacific

mob: 0412 888 485
rick.carter@kemin.com

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

Matt Henry
Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.com

I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N S™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 

Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner 0499 009 293

Kate Parry 0448 340 619

Matt Lahm (Vic)
Tel: 0437 056 369

Linda Scotts (NSW) 
Tel: 0428 972 599

Shane Nicholson (Qld) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Bruce Lockwood (Qld) 
Tel: 0400 700 559

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity  
Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231
Alltech Lienert Australia 

8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy, SA, 5371

Regional Sales Representatives 
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Vin Modra (SA) 
Tel: 0407 723 679 

Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

Lethbridge, Victoria

Freecall: 1800 647744

Facsimile: (03) 5281 7547

Mobile: 0400 672 418

Email: lethbridge@porkstorks.com.au

Glencoe, Queensland

Phone: (07) 4699 3011

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055

Mobile: 0400 672 418

Email: glencoe@porkstorks.com.au

NATHAN DWYER
Key Account Manager

AusPac Ingredients Pty.Ltd.
Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340
Mobile  +61 (0) 429 127 599
Tel   +61 2  6762 7708
Fax  +61 2  6762 7709
Email  nathan@auspacingredients.com.au

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Laboratory ServicesACE
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

PH  : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

COVID-19 has impacted 
nearly every aspect of our 
lives, with the potential 
to affect those looking 
forward to enjoying ham 
for Christmas lunch.

Production at one of 
Australia’s biggest ham 
manufacturers has been 
affected by COVID-19 – 
being located in Victoria.

KR Castlemaine experi-
enced a cluster at the end 
of July and was also one 
of regional Victoria’s epi-
centres during the second 
wave.

In response, the Victo-
rian Government intro-

duced strict rules, which 
reduced the capacity of 
meat processors by one-
third.

Now meatworks are re-
quired to test a quarter 
of their workforce each 
week.

Owner and head 
butcher at Toowoomba’s 
Westridge Meats Luke 
Jensen said there was an 
increased demand for 
pork legs, and prices from 
wholesalers would con-
tinue to increase leading 
into Christmas.

“We’ve been advised 
that there is an increased 

demand for pork legs, 
so we’d highly recom-
mend customers get their 
Christmas ham order in 
early this year to avoid 
disappointment,” Mr 
Jensen said.

“Westridge Meats have 
secured hundreds of pork 
legs from local farmers 
across the Darling Downs, 
and we’ve even been ap-
proached by Sydney com-
panies to supply hams to 
their Queensland clients, 
due to the ham shortage.”

Westridge Meats has 
won Queensland’s Best 
Ham at the Annual Aus-
tralian PorkMark Awards 
three times, and judges 
and customers agreed the 
way it’s cooked and pre-
sented was exceptional.

The competition had 
been cancelled this year, 
but Mr Jensen said the 
team at Westridge Meats 
was excited for the return 
in 2021, as they had been 
perfecting their recipe.

“We’re looking forward 
to the 2021 PorkMark 
Ham Awards and show-
casing the great pork from 
local producers here in the 
Darling Downs, together 
with our recipe, which 
we’ve been working hard 
to perfect,” he said.

For all Christmas ham 
orders placed between 
now and November 30, 
customers will also re-
ceive a Westridge Meats 
gift voucher, depending 
on the size of the ham 
ordered.

To order your ham 
phone 07 4635 6611. 

AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited has welcomed 
the establishment of 
Agricultural Innova-
tion Australia, a new 
not-for-profit company 
formed by all 15 of the 
national rural research 
and development cor-
porations.

APL chief executive 
officer and interim di-
rector on the AIA Board 
Margo Andrae said the 
company would drive a 
new cross-industry ap-
proach to agricultural 
innovation.

“Many of the chal-
lenges and opportunities 
the pork industry faces 
are common across 
other farm sectors, so 
we see AIA as a collabo-
rative way for APL and 
businesses in our supply 
chains to tap into cross-
industry research,” Ms 
Andrae said.

“AIA will help APL 
to scope out new ways 
of leveraging knowledge 
and accelerating inno-
vation and commercial 
solutions in the pork 
supply chain.”

Minister for Agricul-
ture David Littleproud, 
who announced AIA’s 
establishment on Oc-
tober 1, said the organi-
sation would capitalise 
on cross-industry op-
portunities to drive pro-
ductivity, sustainability 
and profitability across 
Australia’s farm sectors.

“I welcome the lead-
ership shown by RDCs 
to work together, lev-

eraging their collec-
tive knowledge and 
resources to target the 
big, national challenges 
facing the sector, such 
as building climate resil-
ience, natural resource 
management and supply 
chain traceability,” Min-
ister Littleproud said.

“Innovation is key to 
help meet industry’s 
target for a $100 bil-
lion sector by 2030 and 
we know the biggest 
productivity gains will 
come from long-term re-
search and development.

“Now more than ever, 
with record government 
investment to support 
COVID-19 recovery, 
we need to demonstrate 
the greatest returns 
from our investments, 
improve transparency 
of outcomes, and drive 
efficiencies and greater 
uptake of our R&D ef-
forts.”

Minister Littleproud 
said AIA is a key ele-
ment of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s new National 
Agricultural Innovation 
Agenda to modernise 
Australia’s agricultural 
innovation system, 
which is why $1.3 mil-
lion in Commonwealth 
funding has been com-
mitted for the first AIA 
investment strategies, to 
fast-track action on the 
ground.

“AIA will bring work 
with the private sector 
to attract investment, 
bringing new perspec-
tives and players to ag-

ricultural innovation,” 
Minister Littleproud 
said.

Chair of the Council 
of RDCs and Grains 
Research and Develop-
ment Corporation John 
Woods said AIA rep-
resented an exciting 
new era for Australia’s 
farming sector.

“AIA will transform 
investment in Australian 
agriculture,” Mr Woods 
said.

“Having a single entity 
to lead cross-industry 
strategies will make it 
easier for investors from 
around the world to nav-
igate and partner with 
our agricultural system. 

“Activities undertaken 
by AIA will focus on 
areas with greatest im-
pact across multiple ag-
ricultural industries. 

“To avoid duplication 
of effort when prior-
itising opportunities for 
investment, considera-
tion will be given to ex-
isting RDC and industry 
strategies.”

AIA will be man-
aged by an independent, 
skills-based Board and 
invest in strategies to 
deliver transformative 
outcomes for Australia’s 
agricultural industries.

RDCs are responsible 
for investing around $800 
million each year in agri-
cultural innovation. 

Almost $300 million 
of this is Federal Gov-
ernment funding from 
taxpayers, and around 
$500 million comes 
from industry levies.

Details are at aginno 
vationaustralia.com.au 

Westridge Meats secured bounty of 
pork legs for Christmas ham orders Pork to tap into innovation opportunities

CAPS:

Owner and head butcher at Westridge Meats Luke 
Jensen.

APL CEO Margo Andrae is an interim Board direc-
tor of Agriculture Innovation Australia.

www.aussiepumps.com.au
www.kemin.com
www.kemin.com
www.farmmark.com.au
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