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All roads lead to Melbourne
for the Delegates’ Forum

Point of View
by ANDREW SPENCER CEO

The annual Pork CRC/Australian Pork Limited one-day student workshop was held in Melbourne’s Grand Hyatt on Sunday,
November 19. More photos from the student workshop and Pork CRC’s Stakeholders’ Day can be found on Page 19.

Meaningful Melbourne marathon matters
LET me take the initiative
in this Initiatives column
by getting in early to wish
you all a safe and enjoyable
Christmas and may the harvest be kind and prices remain at least static through
the Christmas and New
Year periods.
Also, I want to remind you
that our summer course, ‘Science and Practice of Pig Production’, runs from January
29 to February 9 at the University of Adelaide’s Roseworthy campus, South Australia.
The course is open to anyone in the industry, with Pork
CRC covering the travel and
other costs of the first 15
production-based personnel
to register for the course, so
discuss it with those you need
to in your organisation and
register ASAP.
All details, including the
registration form and social
events, are up on our website
(porkcrc.com.au) or can be
obtained from Rebecca Smith
(r eb e c ca. sm it h@p orkc r c.
com.au) and Dr William van
Wettere (william.vanwettere@adelaide.edu.au) who
will be running the course
again this year.
Inspirational students

Initiatives
by DR ROGER CAMPBELL
CEO

I spent nine days in Melbourne in late November, attending the APL Delegates’
Forum and annual conference, Pork CRC Board meeting and Pork CRC Stakeholders’ Day and then APSA.
I learnt a lot during the stay,
albeit quite a marathon, made
valuable new contacts and
particularly enjoyed the contributions of our Pork CRC
students and graduates, who
have really come into their
own and are showing employers why they need them to
boost their businesses.
It has been truly inspirational to witness their progress
and satisfying to know that
Pork CRC has been a major
provider of opportunities for
this talented pool of young
people.

APSA highlights
There were a couple of
highlights from the APSA
meeting.
One was an excellent symposium on genetics where
some extremely smart people,
including Dr Dorian Garrick
from Massey University, New
Zealand, Dr Matthew Cuthbertson from Genus PIC, Tennesee, US and our very own
Dr Kim Bunter from AGBU,
Armidale, NSW, told us what
was happening globally and
locally in a language even I
could understand.
The news was all good, with
advanced genetic selection
techniques, including genomics, expected to markedly
enhance the rate of genetic
progress in what might be
termed traditional traits such

as reproduction and growth
and carcass characteristics,
but also in traits such as birth
weight (even with high and
increasing litter sizes) and in
disease resilience and maybe
even disease resistance.
This progress has required
massive investment by breeding companies such as PIC,
but you would have been impressed by the technologies
and methodologies developed
and it seems they can be extended to breeding programs
globally.
Genetic progress
We also heard that genetic
progress has been improved
by ‘new’ AI technologies
such as post-cervical AI and
set-time AI in weaned sows.
The latter enables a single
dose of semen to be used
and the former allows for the
number of sperm per dose to
be reduced.
I have been discussing each
of these with you for some
time since both can be used
commercially.
You could genuinely increase genetic progress in
your herds, providing there
are elite boars for the traits
you are most interested in or
most need in your herd in the

ONE of the great assets of
our industry is the ability
to have a room full of representatives who can legitimately discuss and debate
those issues affecting us the
most.
We call this the Delegates’
Forum and the last one was
held in Melbourne on November 15, with the annual conference and annual general
meeting following up on the
16th.
From a governance perspective, our two retiring Elected
Directors – David Plant and
Brian Luxford – were reelected without competition at
the AGM.
Additionally, with the retirement of Specialist Director
Kay Carey, the Board announced the appointment of a
replacement Specialist Director – Andrew Baxter.
Andrew is a highly experienced professional in the marketing and communications
space, presently employed as
the CEO of Publicis Australia
– one of the largest agencies
of its kind in the country.
I think Andrew’s skills will
be very valued on the Board.
He is due to be ratified by
the Delegates at the next opportunity, which will be in
May 2018.
Additionally, Enzo Allara,
our long-serving chairman,
announced his intentions to
step down from the Board in
a time frame that allows for a
replacement chair to be found

with minimum disruption.
Enzo has been the chair of
Australian Pork Limited for
the entire time I’ve been employed as CEO (over 12 years)
and he is going to be a hard
act to follow.
It’s been a privilege for me
to work with someone as talented and capable as Enzo and
I believe his knowledge and
wisdom has been of enormous
benefit to our industry.
He’s not gone yet, however,
and I’ll be enjoying working
with his guidance for a bit
longer.
The big discussion points at
the Delegates’ Forum tended
to revolve around pig and pork
supply dynamics and demand
trends.
Ex farm gate pig prices remain stable but stubbornly low
and the general expectations
are that this won’t change until demand gets significantly
ahead of supply again.
The latest Australian Bureau
of Statistics information tells
us pig slaughter numbers for
the year to September are up
by 3 percent on the previous 12-month period and pork
production volume is up by
nearly 5.5 percent over the
same period.
Retail sales of fresh pork
represent about half of all the
production volume here in
Australia (the remainder being exported, going to food
service or into processing).
☛ continued P2

☛ continued P3

THE FUTURE FOR YOUR FARM
BigFarmNet is a system which allows you to control, monitor and manage
all computers and controllers on your farm from a central location – even
if it is spread among several locations.
Accessible remotely from your computer, iPhone or
Android device – monitor and react immediately
should a problem occur.

Stockyard Industries
54 King Street,
Clifton QLD 4361

One software version for all applications.

www.stockyardindustries.com
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FARMERS and Strengthening R&I’s focus on producer engagement
FEED MILLERS
THE commissioning of
research projects by the
R&I team, following approval through our R&D
processes, is relatively
straightforward.

SFMCA
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Pig Industry
Calendar of Events
2018
JAN 3 - 5 – Oxford Farming Conference,
Oxford, UK www.ofc.org.uk
JAN 9 - 11 – Banff Pork Seminar, Banff,
Canada www.banffpork.ca/home
JAN 10 - 11 – South Dakota Pork
Congress, South Dakota US www.
sdppc.org/events-4/pork-congress
JAN 29 - FEB 9 – Science and Practice
of Pig Production course, Roseworthy,
South Australia www.porkcrc.com.au
E: rebecca.smith@porkcrc.com.au or
william.vanwettere@adelaide.edu.au
FEB 7 - 8 – Manitoba Swine
Seminar, Winnipeg, Canada www.
manitobaswineseminar.com
MAR 3 - 6 – Annual Meeting of the
American Association of Swine, San
Diego, California, US www.aasv.org/
annmtg
MAR 21 – World Butchers’ Challenge,
Belfast, Ireland www.facebook.com/
events/1038188022980633
MAY 30 - 31 – Pan Pacific Pork Expo
(PPPE), Gold Coast, Queensland www.
pppe.com.au

JUN 20 - 22 – VIV Europe 2018, Utrecht,
The Netherlands www.viveurope.nl/
en/Bezoeker.aspx
OCT 17 - 19 – Vietstock Expo & Forum,
Saigon, Vietnam www.vietstock.
How to supply event details: Send all
details to Australian Pork Newspaper,
PO Box 387, Cleveland, Qld 4163,
call 07 3286 1833 fax: 07 3821 2637,
email: ben@porknews.com.au

porknews.com.au

07 3286 1833

Ensuring producers are
aware of the outputs generated from these completed projects and that these
outputs are presented with
enough information so the
new technologies can be
implemented on farm is
more challenging.
Fortnightly R&I Snapshots in the Australian
Pork Limited Communique is one avenue we
use to communicate these
outcomes; the quarterly
‘Pigs to Pork’ newsletter
is another.
However, other methods
are needed to assist with
getting our research findings out.
The loss of extension
services by the majority of state governments
over the past 10 years has
meant APL increasingly
needs to take on more of
this role, and alternative
ways of delivering our
information to producers
are required.
In response to this, a
number of changes have
recently been made in the
Research and Innovation
Division to strengthen
both our engagement and
ability to deliver our research outcomes to producers.
Dr Pat Mitchell is taking
on a new role as Manager,
Production Engagement
and will be supported
by both Dr Lechelle van
Breda who will manage
RD&E projects within
the Biosecurity portfolio as Manager, Production Stewardship and Dr
Rebecca Athorn, who is
responsible for the management of APL’s Production and Welfare RD&E
projects.
APL is also currently finalising plans to continue
the industry’s benchmarking project following its
handover from the Pork
CRC.
Industry consultations
are being led by Pat
Mitchell and further details about this will be
provided shortly – we are
looking to build upon the
Pork CRC’s legacy and
generate further producer
engagement in benchmarking.
Other ways that key findings from industry-funded
R&D projects are disseminated is through the
biennial conference of the
Australasian Pig Science
Association as well as the
Pan Pacific Pork Expo.
The 30th APSA Conference was held in Melbourne from November
19-22 and was attended by
320 delegates from 19 different countries and once
again provided a wonderful opportunity for our
researchers, postgraduate
and honours students, industry placement program
awardees, producers, veterinarians and company
representatives to learn
and discuss key issues affecting our industry.
Reviews and symposia
presented at the conference ranged from sea-

by HEATHER CHANNON
Acting Research and Innovation
General Manager

sonal infertility to meeting consumer demand for
pork and pork products,
genetic improvement in
a closed herd, advanced
assessment of animal welfare, antimicrobial resistance and guaranteeing the
eating quality of pork.
Further to new roles in
R&I, I’m very happy to
announce Denise Woods,
our new Manager, Environment will commence
with APL in early January 2018 and we look forward to welcoming her on
board at APL.
Unfortunately, the R&I
team will be bidding
farewell to Steven Miller,
APIQP Operations manager in mid-December as
he takes on new opportunities with the Sheepmeat
Council of Australia.
Steven has played a major role in working to ensure that issues surrounding the impending move
to third-party auditing by
AUS-MEAT for APIQP
have been addressed to
industry’s benefit.
I’m sure you’ll join me
in thanking Steve for his
contributions over the past
eight and a half years with
APL and wishing him all
the very best for his future.
As many of you would
already know, Ashley
Norval has now returned
to APL following her sixmonth, self-funded stint
in Denmark where she
gained valuable insights
from her work experience
in the Danish pork industry, which she is now
sharing with us.
Ashley made a very interesting presentation at
APL’s Annual Conference in Melbourne several weeks ago, outlining
a number of key technologies and management
tips that also have applications in the Australian
pork industry.
Many of the technologies and management
tips presented were also
discussed in a previous
APN article.
These include ideas
for welfare aids such as
shoulder pads, enrichment
and precision farming
technologies to best-practice management of the
prolific sow.
I strongly encourage you
to contact Ashley to discuss these.
While in Denmark,
Ashley attended the Joint
Danish Centre for Animal
Welfare and Nordic Network for Communicating
Animal Welfare Conference held at the University
of Copenhagen in October.
This conference was attended by people from
many backgrounds and

occupations,
including
researchers,
university
representatives/academic
staff, students, journalists,
animal activists, producers,
processors and the police.
Though the conference
was not widely publicised
internationally, delegates
from many European (and
some Asian) countries attended.
The focus of this multispecies conference was on
the pig, mink and dairy
industries because these
sectors are making the
greatest investments, and
gains, in this area.
Outcomes of animal
welfare research conducted to understand the
drivers of improvement to
animal welfare through
to extending basic knowledge to benefit animals,
producers and consumers
were presented.
This research area is
‘young’ – we don’t have
all the answers when it
comes to the assessment
of animal welfare – be it
on farm, during transport
or pre-slaughter.
The Australian pork
industry strives to continuously improve animal
welfare, and developed
practical measures to
benchmark pig welfare a
few years ago.
The
implementation
of welfare benchmarking measures by producers can lead to improved
animal welfare outcomes
and allow issues to be
addressed as they arise
rather than be left to deteriorate.
Welfare benchmarking

uses a set of scientifically
validated indicators to determine the welfare state
of pigs across a range of
production systems.
Animal-based measures
such as lesion incidence,
lameness and tail biting are
particularly useful because
they evaluate the pigs’ welfare outcome rather than
their housing conditions,
husbandry and so on.
This helps negate the
perceived welfare benefits
of, for example, free range
farms versus conventional
shed systems, and focuses
on the real welfare of the
pig rather than resourcebased measures (such as
pen size, presence of bedding and water quality).
Animal-based measures
also give an indication of
animal behaviour as well
as disease or injuries.
However, training is
needed for assessors.
The Australian pig industry is a world leader
in this space and APL
is very interested in continuing to work with producers to demonstrate the
value of on-farm welfare
benchmarking.
If you would like more
information on this and/
or are keen to be involved,
please contact either me
or Pat Mitchell.
Interestingly, on-farm
welfare assessment protocols have been implemented for mink and
foxes in Denmark (see
youtube.com/watch?time
continue=2&v=1C5vGJZ
an2o).
WelFur is considered to
be the first example of a
full-scale implementation
of a science-based welfare
assessment by mink and
fox farmers.
The protocols and aggregation models are based on
Welfare Quality, with four
principles and 12 criteria of
animal welfare.
The assessment includes
22 welfare indicators to be
measured on farm in three
different annual seasons
of mink production.
Each farm is classified

as either ‘Best’, ‘Good’,
‘Acceptable’ or ‘Unacceptable’ current practice.
To ensure a correct assessment, all WelFur assessors have to complete a
40-hour WelFur training
course, a test and followup training before each of
the three annual seasons.
A tool for taking unbiased
and representative samples
on a mink farm, and an
application for on-farm registration of the assessment
and exporting the results
have been developed.
In order to secure transparency and ensure farmers understand the animal
welfare concepts applied,
all assessment results are
reported back to the farmer after each assessment.
In order to make sure
farmers can react and improve the welfare of the
animals, advisors from
each country have been
taught how to interpret the
WelFur results and how
to help farmers improve
housing or management
when needed.
Since January 2017,
more than 80 percent of
fur farmers have voluntarily signed up to WelFur
assessments.
Their willingness to participate in the certification
program underlines that
animal welfare is central
to European fur farmers
and is a vital part of the
sustainable development
of the entire fur sector.
By 2020, only skins
from WelFur-certified
farms will be sold by the
European auction houses.
As the festive season
is once again upon us, I
would like to take this
opportunity to wish you
and your families a very
happy and safe Christmas
and all the best for 2018
– it has been a very challenging year for us all.
For further information on any of the topics
discussed, please do not
hesitate to contact me on
0423 056 045 or heather.
channon@australianpork.
com.au

All roads lead to Melbourne
for the Delegates’ Forum
☛ from P1

Our measurements
of retail sales growth
month by month show
roughly 10 percent increases for the past few
periods and assuming
the rest of the pork outlets are stable in volume, this would seem
to be getting close to
covering the increasing
supply.
Hopefully we are getting closer to a business environment that
will be conducive to
increasing pig demand
and prices.
There was an interesting discussion at
the Delegates’ Forum
around the role of
APL and what things
we should be involved
in and what things we
shouldn’t be involved in.
This was stimulated

by looking back over
the past 12 months or
so and the price problems that the industry
has had and what APL
has done to lessen the
problems or make them
worse.
The general consensus was it is not
APL’s role to advise
pig producers on what
business decisions they
should be taking; rather APL should provide
as much, as accurate
and as timely information as possible to
our producers so they
can make the most appropriate decisions for
their business.
Perceptions of what
information looks like
and what advice looks
like varies and this
means we at APL have
to be very careful in

how we communicate
information to industry.
The point was also
made, and agreed I believe, that on behalf of
the industry, APL has
to continue to be bold;
to challenge us all to
think a bit differently
and be prepared to look
at a future quite a bit
different to how things
look today.
The leadership position the pork industry
has today won’t be sustained by doing things
the same tomorrow.
Christmas is nearly
upon us once again, and
on behalf of all your
APL team, I wish you
a merry festive season
with lots of fun times
with family and friends.
May 2018 bring the
start of a turnaround in
our fortunes.
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Meaningful Melbourne marathon matters
☛ from P1

AI centre you use.
The impact was best described by Dr Matthew
Cuthbertson from PIC.
Ten years ago, one sire
could cover 18 sows.
Now one sire can cover
400 sows.
This is a big deal and it’s
probably time for us all to
go back and look at how
to implement set-time AI
on farm, as there was also
evidence presented at APSA that it might reduce
summer infertility.
PCAI is simply a matter
of some training.
Dr Kim Bunter from
AGBU told us the Australian herd has the same
potential as herds across
the globe to make the
same rate of genetic progress.
The question is why for
reproduction, have we not
seen much, if any, progress in the past?
Looking at number
weaned/sow/year, we are
at least four piglets behind
New Zealand, maybe five
to six behind the US and
Canada and at least eight
behind the Netherlands
and Denmark.
Our environment and
housing might be a constraint, but few herds
across Australia can
match the average of the
NZ industry (26 pigs
weaned/sow/year), so it’s
unlikely to be environment per se.
This leaves the genetic
companies.
Maybe they have had
the most selection pressure on growth and carcass traits in both sire
and dam line selection
indexes.
The continuing demand
by retailers to reduce P2
and the impact of P2 on
price received maybe
lends some credence to
this.
APRIL target
More recently, we’ve
seen greater progress in
born alive and number
weaned, suggesting something has changed and we
can expect progress to
continue.
However, we are so far
behind the eight ball in
reproduction that unless
we come up with a unique
technology for markedly advancing the rate of
genetic progress we will
never catch up with our
global competitors.
In the short to medium

term, we need an alternative technology to increase number weaned.
APRIL is all about this.
The target is 12 weaned/
litter and 27-28 pigs
weaned/sow/year.
We will be hellishly
competitive if this is
achieved.
Better pork
We heard from Pork
CRC Program 3 leader
Heather Channon of APL
that great progress has
been made in improving
the eating quality of Australian pork.
I believe this has largely
been due to the good efforts of Heather and the
willingness of the various
supply chains to get involved in Pork CRC R&D
in the area.
There’s a bit to go, but
we heard at the Pork CRC
Stakeholders’ Day, prior
to APSA, that many of the
outcomes from the program have been adopted.
Heather and our other
researchers in the area
have transformed research on eating quality
by taking the research out
of the lab to supply chains
and the consumer and we
are reaping the rewards.
The latter is obvious
from the pork products
available in store and in
the eating experience,
with pork produced and
processed using some of
the Pork CRC outcomes.
Satisfying sows
We enjoyed an interesting presentation (‘Feeding the sow to enhance
progeny performance and
health’) from Irishman
Prof John O’ Doherty
on the use of seaweed
extracts to stimulate gut
health and performance
in weaned pigs.
There was a bit more
science to it than the title
suggested.
It investigated various
compounds from seaweed
as replacements for antibiotics and ZnO.
Most interesting was
some of the materials had
the same positive effects
on weaner and growerfinisher health and performance when fed to the
sow during gestation and
lactation only as when applied to progeny per se.
Essential oils
We’ve seen similar results with essential oils in
a project conducted by Dr
Eugeni Roura.
Eugeni and his team at

the University of Queensland have been investigating the use of essential
oils to control post-weaning diarrhoea in weaned
piglets and as a means of
linking the sow diet and
weaner diet to enhance
health and performance
after weaning.
They screened a large
number of essential oils
for their ability to transfer
from the sow’s diet to colostrum and milk and for
their antibacterial properties.
Bottom line is they selected a number of the essential oils and conducted
a semi-commercial study
in which the combination
of oils was fed to sows
(or not) in the last week
of gestation and through
lactation and then in (or
not in) the weaner diet on

piglet performance after
weaning.
The results showed piglets reared on sows that
received the essential oils
in their diet ate 14 percent more feed, grew 11.2
percent faster after weaning and were 8 percent
heavier at day 28 postweaning than their counterparts reared on sows
that did not receive the
essential oils.
The effects of including the essential oils in
the weaner diet were not
significant.
These are interesting outcomes with economically
important commercial implications and we are following up under true commercial conditions.
Reducing confinement
Australian producers
☛ continued P4

APSA 2017 heard from Pork CRC Program 3 leader Heather Channon (left) of APL
that great progress has been made in the eating quality of Australian pork. Joining
her at APSA for the session on eating quality and food safety, chaired by Dr Darryl
D’Souza (top) of SunPork, were Dr Kate Hodgson of SARDI, Amy Lealiifano of
Rivalea and Dr Cameron Jose of Murdoch University.

Dr Kate Plush of SunPork Farms SA was one of the
many researchers actively participating in question
time during Pork CRC’s 2017 Stakeholders’ Day.
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Meaningful Melbourne marathon matters
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Dr Kim Bunter, Dr Dorian Garrick and Dr Matthew Culbertson headlined an excellent symposium on pig genetics at APSA 2017.

Pork CRC chairman Dennis Mutton had a front-row seat at Pork CRC’s 2017
Stakeholders’ Day in Melbourne.
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have reduced the confinement of gestating sows by
moving to group housing.
About 82 percent have
made the transition,
which reduces sow confinement by roughly 78
percent, and we should be
proud of this.
However, pressure from
animal welfare organisations and others remains
on reducing confinement
during farrowing and lactation.
SPP test
Pork CRC has invested
considerable research
funds and effort in the
area.
Unlike gestating sows,
there are three factors to
be considered in viewing
outcomes from research.
These are the impact on
the sow, impact on the
piglet and impact on the
producer – the SPP test.
For the various farrowing/lactation pens investigated (such as swingsided pens and PigSAFE
pens) the impact on sow
welfare, if allowed to farrow open, is questionable,
but might be positive.
The impact on the piglet
is generally quite negative
and reflected in increased
mortality if sows are allowed to farrow open or
the pen is open before day
seven.
There is little value for
the producer because of
the very high costs involved and without considerable compensation it
would reduce the competitiveness of businesses
and industry.
As an alternative, we’ve
investigated
reducing
confinement by moving
sows and their litters from
farrowing crates (and PigSAFE pens) into group
pens at different stages of
lactation.
Penning lines
The results of two studies have been reported
recently.
The first (Pork CRC
Project 1B-105) was conducted by Dr David Lines
and colleagues at SunPork South Australia.
Sows and their litters
were either moved to
group pens at 13 days before weaning or remained
in farrowing crates
though to weaning at 28
days.
Only gilt litters were

used in the study and for
the group treatment, with
sows and litters housed in
groups of three.
There were 49 replicates
for each treatment.
Details and photos of
the group pens are in the
final report, which is on
our website.
Bottom line was sow
welfare was reduced in
the group treatment due
to aggression resulting in
more injuries compared
to the farrowing crate.
A similar situation existed for piglets grouped during lactation, though this
reversed following weaning when scratches and injury scores were higher at
day seven post-weaning for
piglets weaned from farrowing crates.
Piglet mortality and
removals (due largely to
ill thrift) was higher for
those grouped in lactation, while weaning
weight was also significantly reduced and the
difference persisted to
day 30 post-weaning.
The latter effects are
shown in Table 1.
Subsequent reproduction was not affected by
treatment.
Group grapplings
The second study (Pork
CRC Project 1A-113)
was conducted by Dr
Jean-Loup Rault and colleagues from Melbourne
University and Dr Rebecca Morrison and her
colleagues from Rivalea
Australia.
Sows and their litters
were moved from farrowing crates to group pens
at seven, 10 and 14 days
after birth.
Sows and their litters

treatment had no significant effect on subsequent
reproduction.
Almost all indicators of
stress, including cortisol,
were increased in sows
and piglets by group lactation.
When the SPP test is applied, it appears moving
sows and piglets to group
housing during lactation
adversely affects the welfare of sows and piglets.
For the producer group,
penning may be a lowercost alternative but requires considerable space
and, on the evidence to
date, has few, if any, production advantages.
We know the ‘problems’
reported in both studies
are less if sows and litters are moved to group
housing at 21 days, but
there may be reproductive
advantages, which are
being investigated at the
moment.
Moving sows and litters
from crates to groups at
day 21, however, has little
effect on reducing confinement.
Outcomes are also likely to be affected by the
design of the group housing pens, which is indicated by the difference in
mortality between the two
studies reported here.
Research continues on
alternative farrowing systems, but we are concentrating more on defining
and improving the welfare of sows and piglets
in conventional farrowing
and lactation systems.
Once again, have a
happy and safe Christmas
and best wishes from all
at Pork CRC.
www.porkcrc.com.au

were housed in groups of
five or seven and provided
7-8sq m of space/sow.
Pens were fitted with
creep areas and had sawdust bedding.
Details and photographs
are also in the final report
on our website.
Pigs in all treatments
were weaned at 26 days.
Outcomes were similar
to those reported by David Lines.
Sow aggression in
group pens increased
with time after grouping
and resulted in higher injury scores.
The same situation existed for piglets in group
pens and this was reversed after weaning.
In group pens there was
higher piglet mortality
in the Rivalea study, and
the seven-day treatment
had to be abandoned and
movement to pens was increased to 10 days for this
treatment.
Averaged between day
six and weaning, piglet
mortality was 17 percent,
12 percent and 8 percent
for the seven, 10 and 14day group treatments, respectively.
For the farrowing crates,
the corresponding mortality was 3 percent.
As with the results reported by David Lines,
piglet performance was
also reduced by group
lactation.
Effects of the different
treatments on weaning
weight are shown in Table 2.
The lactation treatment
had no significant effect
on post-weaning growth
performance or mortality.
Similarly, the lactation

Day (relative
to weaning

Control

Grouped

Prob>t

-14

4.23 ± 0.08

4.23 ± 0.06

0.9999

-12

4.74 ± 0.02

4.56 ± 0.01

<0.0001

-1

7.17 ± 0.08

6.61 ± 0.05

<0.0001

1

7.28 ± 0.09

6.78 ± 0.06

<0.0001

7

8.29 ± 0.11

7.88 ± 0.07

0.0006

14

10.2 ± 0.39

9.89 ± 0.21

0.3785

30

18.57 ± 0.55

17.8 ± 0.31

0.3071

Table 1: Pre-weaning and post-weaning weight (kg) of piglets from sows housed
individually or in groups from 13 days prior to weaning LSM±SEM.

Treatment

FC

GL7

GL10

GL14

P

Weaning weight (kg)

6.98

5.92

6.35

6.26

0.010

Table 2: Effects of moving sows and litters from farrowing crates to groups at
seven, 10 or 14 days on piglet weight at weaning at 26 days.
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RespiSure® and Fostera® – the winning
formula to manage PCV and MH.
Great teams rely on market leading innovation and
ongoing development to stay ahead. Get the edge
in a changing environment, contact one of our high
performance crew today on 1800 963 847.

© 2017 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved. Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425.
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard Rhodes, NSW 2138. www.zoetis.com.au ZL0768.
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Figure 1

Can we avoid the pig cycle?
WHILE volume sales in
retail have continued to
grow, they are not yet
growing at a fast-enough
pace to significantly lift
pig price.
However, the latest production survey suggests
volume of production will
moderate over coming
months.
If that is the case and
we continue to see good
demand growth, the coming year should be more
attractive than the last.
Over the course of the
past two months, an independent statistician has
been employed to have a
look at our supply data
with a fresh set of eyes.
This statistician has
highlighted some things
we should keep in mind.
Some of these things we
know, such as every five
to seven years there is a
pig price spike.
These tend to last for
two years and are then

Everypiglet needs a buddy.

Increase Intake,
ImprovePerformance,
Reduce Cost. 
The addition of BEC Piglet Buddy® to a weaner diet
can save producers up to $200 per tonne of feed
without losing performance in the nursery.
Find out more about BEC Piglet Buddy®
www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
1300 884 593
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Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON
General Manager Marketing

followed by a crash.
The causes of the price
spikes appear to be different, however, our industry’s responses to them
seem similar.
It also appears that after the price falls there
are two or three years of
gradual price repair.
It seems the repair period after the 2009-10 price
fall saw a quicker recovery than previous ones.
What does this tell us?
First, it appears when
pig price starts growing
rapidly, there comes a
point when industry responds, causing a price
fall two years later.
So, looking at the rate
of price growth may be a
predictor we did not have
last time.
In addition, keeping an
eye on the seven-year cycle, even if the causes of
the price fall were different to the previous ones, is
something we should do
from now on.
So a question is, how do
we forecast further out so
we can compare industry forecasts to historic

cycles?
Peter Smith and his team
have done good work this
year improving the timeliness of meat production
reporting and improving
the phasing of forecasts.
The team’s next two
challenges are how to
forecast further into the
future and how to involve
in forecasting those producers who care for the
30 percent of pigs not
covered by the production
survey.
He will be trialling
methods to improve both
between now and February next year.
This also raises other
questions.
For example, if we could
see two years ahead, what
would we do differently?
The reality is that in
2016, volume produced
grew at 3.2 percent and
price grew at 10.2 percent (worth an extra $146
million to all producers
combined).
In 2017 so far, volume
produced has increased
6.3 percent (to October)
yet price has declined by

14.8 percent (or $190 million).
We can argue about
whether the prices at the
end of 2016 were sustainable or not, but even if
they weren’t sustainable,
we still want to avoid the
financial and emotional
stress of this year’s fast
fall.
So if we can forecast
two years ahead, we might
be able to create activity contingencies that can
avoid the price drop or at
least significantly lessen
its impact.
There are options that
include not only having
contingency marketing
and sales activities, but
also ways to fund them
(at least temporarily) to
better match supply to demand.
This might be in the
form of more domestic
activity, it may be working hard in the next couple
of years to expand exports
(in which case we need to
work on improved value
for money) or a combination of the two.
There has to be a more
cost-effective way to deal
with an extra 10-12,000
tonnes of production than
having a price-driven revenue reduction of almost
$200 million.
That is the challenge for
next year in addition to
getting positive momentum in the industry.
Let’s put 2017 behind
us, have a great Christmas and hopefully a more
prosperous 2018.

Reappointment of NFF president
THE Australian Government welcomes the
reappointment of Fiona Simson as president
of the National Farmers’ Federation.
Assistant Minister for
Agriculture and Water
Resources Senator Anne
Ruston said it meant Ms
Simson would continue
to deliver for Australian
farmers.
“Ms Simson has made
an outstanding contribution to our $60 billion
agriculture sector over
the past year, and I look
forward to continuing to
work with her in the
role,” Minister Ruston
said.
“Rural women have

always played an integral role in Australian
agriculture and rural
communities, and she
has been an inspiration as the first female
president in the NFF’s
37-year history.
“She has great practical knowledge as a
farmer herself, along
with considerable experience representing
farmers, and will continue to be an asset to
our sector.”
Fellow
Assistant
Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources Luke Hartsuyker said Ms Simson
is well-respected in the
agriculture sector and

a mixed farmer and
grazier on the Liverpool Plains.
“Ms Simson has been
a long-term advocate
and leader of Australian
agriculture,” Minister
Hartsuyker said.
“She will continue to
do an excellent job leading our national peak
farming body.
“We also welcome the
appointment of three
new Board directors to
the NFF – Robyn Bryant, Mark King and
Derek Schoen – who
bring an important mix
of farming and industry
representative experience to the organisation.”
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Well-rubbed crystal ball reveals all
MY murky crystal ball,
so gently rubbed for November’s Cant Comment
column, seems to have
been on the money, with
an announcement today (November 28) that
Craig Mostyn Group has
bought Western Australian beef and sheep processor V&V Walsh for a
reputed $100 million.
Keen column readers
might recall the following third paragraph last
month: “With industry
pundits long suggesting
CMG has its eyes on diversifying its protein portfolio (chicken and beef?),
it’ll be worth watching
if Spackman, working in
tandem with CMG’s new
CEO Patrick Walsh, goes
the slam dunk early or
simply acts as Walsh’s
point guard in extra time.”
Of course it needs pointing out here, so that no
one is rubbed the wrong
way, that I don’t believe
CMG’s Fremantle-born
(me also) CEO is any relation to the V&V Walsh
clan, headed by Peter
Walsh, who own(ed) V&V
Walsh.
The staged buyout over
the next five years gives
CMG a big foot in the red
meat door (assuming you
agree its big brand Linley
Valley Pork can be appropriately described as ‘the
other white meat’).
CMG chairman Jim
Kennedy, back in the day
(late 1990s/early 2000s)
the man who headed up a
somewhat quirkily named
Government body ‘Prime
Minister’s Supermarket to
Asia’, will be satisfied.
Jim has always had his
eyes sharply focused on
Asia and branded products.
Of course, as most APN
readers know, CMG’s
Linley Valley Pork is a
big brand and fresh pork
from its processing plant
at Wooroloo/Linley Valley, an hour’s drive east of
Perth, has quite a toe-hold
in the Singapore market.
With the V&V Walsh acquisition, CMG will now
enjoy a multi-meat footprint across Asia, Europe
and the Middle East for a
‘guesstimated’ 1.4 million
processed animals a year.
A family-owned and
operated business since
1957, V&V Walsh is one
of the biggest meat processors and exporters in
WA, specialising in lamb
and beef from its processing facility in Bunbury.
It also owns and operates the Amelia Park
Lamb & Beef brand.
I understand V&V man-

Cant
Comment
by BRENDON CANT

agement and staff (1000)
will be retained at least at
this stage, but under the
oversight of a new joint
board of directors, which
will include CMG CEO
Patrick Walsh and CMG
non-executive director
Rob Bransby.
That said and done,
it’s now worth reflecting
on a rewarding and revealing 2017 Pork CRC
Stakeholders’ Day in
Melbourne, followed by
a Pork CRC/APL student
workshop, topped off by
three intensive days of
Australasian Pig Science
Association and its 16th
biennial conference ‘Manipulating pig production’.
With the always-engaging president Pat Mitchell stepping down for the
always-debonair Stuart
Wilkinson of Feedworks
as APSA president leading up to the 2019 APSA,
the baton was handed on.
No doubt the very capable Stuart will build
on the legacy left by Pat
and her celebrated band
of predecessors, including
inaugural (1987) APSA
president Ray King, who
this year had the honour
of delivering the prestigious AC Dunkin Memorial Lecture.
Ray tackled his subject,
seasonal infertility, in a
somewhat too-reflective
way, at least in my book,
providing collated information from international
and Australian projects,
including those commissioned by the Pig Research and Development
Corporation, Australian
Pork Limited and Co-operative Research Centre
for High Integrity Australian Pork.
Of course he highlighted well (and thoroughly,
as Ray always does) the
projects and outcomes
previously presented at
APSA to assist industry
to alleviate the problem of
seasonal infertility.
He also very capably
identified a few knowledge gaps and made
some useful recommendations for future research.
Although the subject

matter is of paramount
importance to an industry so often at the mercy
of incredibly challenging summer production
conditions, I feel the AC
Dunkin Memorial Lecture should direct itself
more to the future than
the past.
Fortunately, shining the
spotlight on the future, or
indeed putting the way we
do things under a blowtorch, is a seemingly ferocious focus of Australa-

sian Pork Research Institute Ltd, the body which
will take over what Pork
CRC has done so capably
for so many years.
As chairman of Pork
CRC and APRIL, Dennis
Mutton makes no apologies for wanting to drive
Australia’s pork R&D sector into places it has never
before visited.
One of the ways he proposes to do that is by engaging with a previously
untapped pool of talent
and ideas, all with the intention of bringing new
and creative thinking into
the pork R&D space to
hopefully increase speed
of discovery and delivery
of profitable outcomes.
It’s hard to argue with
that, so let’s hope the
‘Mutton’ pork vision
builds on an already impressive track record of
achievement and delivers
even higher-integrity Australian pork.

Eight years ago Craig Mostyn Group executive director Andrew Mostyn (left) and
Ron Penn checked out this pig heart valve at the company’s Wooroloo works,
the home of Linley Valley Pork. Today, Ron is on the move, believed to be leaving
in February and to be replaced, as general manager Meat & Livestock, by Peter
Spackman. Meanwhile, Andrew has just returned from one year’s well-earned
leave, during which time he and wife Gabe drove around Australia and flew
overseas. The author wonders if Andrew and Ron had a ‘heart to heart’ back in
December 2009 about where CMG would be come 2017.

Protection and Proﬁt
from START to FINISH

Porcilis PCV
®

Long-term PCV2 immunity for performance and proﬁt
A single vaccination (2 mL) to pigs from 3 weeks of age*
Rapid onset of immunity with long-term protection
Reduces viral load and shedding
Reduces mortality*
Reduces weight loss*
Increases average daily weight gain*

WA’s beef industry is on the move. Some of the latest movers and shakers at Western Meat Packers
Group include former Watsons and Linley Valley
Pork identity Lui Rinaldi (now WMPG special projects
manager); WMPG boning room manager Ettienne
Snyman, formerly with Midfield Meats, Victoria;
WMPG QA manager Rinda Ho, formerly with Vesco
Foods; WMPG general manager Jason Spencer, formerly with JBS and Inghams; WMPG IT manager Bill
Wong, formerly with University of Western Australia;
and WMPG maintenance manager Jim McGuckin,
formerly with Linley Valley Pork.

www.porknews.com.au

* During the fattening period. Refer to registered product label for full claim details.
Refer to Technical brochure for details of trial data.
Intervet Australia Pty Limited trading as MSD Animal Health ABN 79 008 467 034

Toll free 1800 033 461 www.msd-animal-health.com.au
Amanda Vardanega 0427 011 579
AU/POK/0715/0015(2)
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Productive Pork CRC for all to see
THOUGH approaching
its wind-up phase, the
Cooperative Research
Centre for High Integrity Australian Pork had
another very productive

Pork CRC chairman Dennis Mutton delivered Pork CRC’s 2016/17 results at its
2017 Stakeholders’ Day in Melbourne.

year in 2016/17 in terms
of research outcomes and
raising the capability of
researchers supporting
the industry, including
industry itself taking on
employees through Pork
CRC’s acclaimed industry placement program.
In his 2016/17 chairman’s report, released to
Pork CRC participants at
its annual Stakeholders’
Day in Melbourne on November 18, Dennis Mutton
acknowledged the importance of not only having
great research outcomes
but also the capacity to
put results into practice
along the value chain was
critical to success.
“With ongoing planning in place, this situation should not and will
not be compromised as
the industry continues to
face productivity and sustainability challenges in a

market environment with
strong competition from
other domestic protein
producers and imported
product,” he said.
“It is very important that
research and innovation
effort does not tail off as
we come to the end of the
term of the CRC.
“We have just completed
contractual arrangements
for the last significant investment call and projects
have commenced.”
These projects, which
will run for up to 15
months, need to be completed by September 30,
2018, to allow for the
timely wind-up of the
CRC in June 2019.
Mr Mutton explained
there would still be opportunities for short-term
innovation projects to be
funded and conducted
during this same period.
“The message is we

IMPROVE SOW BEHAVIOUR.
ADD A BLOCK TO THE MIX.
Adding a SOWBLOCK to the pen gives sows an
opportunity to forage and explore. This results
in less biting and scratching, particularly while
sows are establishing their social hierarchy.

“With SOWBLOCK,
injuries have been
reduced by up to 44%.” 1
1. Mean number of fresh scratch injuries scored on Day 3 after mixing
control sows and sows treated with SOWBLOCK (Pork CRC funded
Commercialisation Project).

For more information or to add a BLOCK
to your mix please contact your local
Ridley representative on 1300 666 657.
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during the wind-down.
“During this period,
Pork CRC and its program
leaders will work to finalise research projects and
disseminate the results
to industry,” Mr Mutton
said.
In his 2016/17 report to
participants and stakeholders, Pork CRC CEO
Roger Campbell said
research in all four programs remained active,
with some potentially
system-changing projects
under way.
“I think the active projects across the programs
are as exciting as I’ve seen
in the past 10 years,” Dr
Campbell said.
“Our researchers and
students understand the
needs of Pork CRC and
the industry.
“They continue to challenge how we do business and without their
ideas and dedication to
research, the progress
we’ve made in differentiating the industry and
developing high-integrity
Australian pork would not
have been achieved.”
www.porkcrc.com.au

Pork industry signs
off on third-party
auditing scheme

“In test pens,
sows spent
46% more
time laying
down and
72% less time
chasing.” 2

THE Australian Pork
Industry Quality Assurance Program will be
moving to third-party
auditing services from
January 1, 2018, with the
Australian Pork Limited
Board recently signing
off on the change.

2. Effect of higher feed levels
or addition of SOWBLOCK to
group housed gestational
sows behaviour in the first
four days post mixing
(Pork CRC Project 1C-115).

RID16413

Minimise harmful behaviour

don’t want to miss opportunities to deliver solutions for the pork industry
and plan B is alive and
well developed,” he said.
“The organisation that
fostered the formation of
the first Pork CRC, Australasian Pork Research
Institute Ltd, has been rejuvenated as the mechanism to carry on a significant investment of funds
to deliver high-priority
research outcomes.
“Industry’s hunger for
answers to their challenges has not abated and
APRIL will be in a position to complement work
funded by Australian Pork
Limited to deliver more
for the benefit of industry.”
The first call for projects
via APRIL will be early
in 2018, with the objective of commissioning research by the middle of
that year.
Basically 12 months
before the close of Pork
CRC operations, this ensures the continuity of the
current level of research
and support opportunities
for relevant researchers

The change to thirdparty auditing is aligned
with industry requirements of a robust and
credible quality assurance program with onfarm compliance verified
through an independent
audit system.
Regular auditing of
quality-assured producers will now be conducted
by AUS-MEAT, with a
smooth transition expected to reduce the impact
on producers currently
APIQP certified.
Producers are no longer
required to organise their
own audits, instead AUSMEAT will contact producers to schedule their
audit.
The APIQP Panel will
continue to review standards and policies, participate in incident investigations and issues and
oversee critical corrective
actions.
Producers will continue
to participate in working groups and reviews
of standards, policies and
practices as owners of the
program.
Prior to the approval of
third-party auditing there
was an extensive review of
compliance audit services
and an assessment of the
impact of moving to thirdparty auditing by APIQP
management.
This was completed in
consultation with producers, delegates, the APIQP
Panel, the APL Quality
Assurance and Animal
Welfare Committee, APL
Board and associated
stakeholders.
APL CEO Mr Andrew

Spencer said, “This is a
significant change to the
audit processes for our
industry but the Board
believes this change
is necessary to ensure
APIQP audit services
are robust, credible and
sustainable into the future.”
“The Australian Pork
Industry Quality Assurance Program is about
enhancing the reputation
of the Australian pork industry as a reliable supplier of safe, healthy and
wholesome pork.
“We heard concerns
from our producers and
the general public, and we
have acted.
“We are committed to
a responsible, sustainable
pork industry.”
Mr Spencer said this
means improving efficiency for producers and
continuing to look for better ways to do things.
“It also means being accountable to consumers of
our product,” he said.
“Today’s
consumers
are more aware and concerned about animal welfare and food safety.
“They require greater
assurance from industry
on these issues.
“That’s what APIQP
provides.”
Managing a piggery according to the APIQP
Program provides assurance that the product has
met the highest standards
for food safety, animal
welfare, biosecurity and
traceability, as well as
good agricultural practice
in managing pigs.
APIQP remains industry owned and continues
to be managed and administered by APIQM on
the industry’s behalf.
APL, as the national representative body of pork
producers, is the owner
and managing agent of the
APIQP program.
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Research to improve pig production Antimicrobial potential of
The research, led by
Prof Bing Wang from

Prof Bing Wang

Mapping Australia’s
future agricultural
transport needs
THE Government has
released a report outlining new modelling by
CSIRO, which will help
drive down transport
costs for farmers and
cut transportation times
to customers by mapping current and potential agriculture transport
routes.
Assistant Minister for
Agriculture and Water
Resources Luke Hartsuyker recently released
the report from the $1
million investment in
CSIRO’s Transport Network Strategic Investment
Tool model, which delivers on another Agricultural Competitiveness White
Paper initiative.
“One of the top priorities of this government
is to boost farm-gate returns, making it easier
and cheaper for farmers
to transport their livestock
and commodities to market,” Minister Hartsuyker
said.
“TraNSIT will inform
Australia’s future transport infrastructure investment decisions across the
agriculture sector.
“This matters because
transport is one of the
highest costs in the value
chain.
“TraNSIT
identifies
current bottlenecks and
problems in our transport
infrastructure and is able
to model how changes to
transport routes and new
infrastructure will help
drive down agriculture
transport costs.
“It models current transport movements and allows us to see how infrastructure development
will benefit different
farming
communities
across Australia.
Farms across the country will be able to access
comprehensive modelling
and information about
transport logistics costs
and mapping across the
supply chain from farm
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gate to market.
“The government is
committed to building infrastructure based on the
best available evidence
and TraNSIT does this by
allowing farmers, industries and government to
make sensible and efficient future infrastructure
plans,” Minister Hartsuyker said.
“TraNSIT will also
have significant ancillary
benefits of better animal
welfare, improved driver
and road safety and more
informed policy development.
“I thank the team at
CSIRO for developing
TraNSIT, which will help
get better transport operating outcomes for the
nation’s agriculture.”
Dr Andrew Higgins,
senior principal research
scientist at CSIRO in Brisbane and lead author of
the TraNSIT report, said
the tool will allow industry and government departments to easily access
information to improve
transport planning.
“The tool works by analysing possible combinations of transport routes
and methods, and determining those that optimise vehicle movements
between enterprises in the
agriculture supply chain,”
Dr Higgins said.
“Planned future enhancements of TraNSIT
will also seek to maximise agricultural supply chains by increasing
their resilience to flood
and other adverse weather
events to deliver greater
farm gate returns for producers.”
More information on
TraNSIT is available at
csi r o. au /en / Res e a rch /
LWF/Areas/Landscapemanagement/Livestocklogistics/TRANSIT and a
copy of the report is available at agriculture.gov.au/
ag-farm-food/infrastruc
ture/transit

CSU’s School of Animal
and Veterinary Sciences
and Graham Centre for
Agricultural Innovation,
has been examining the
use of lactoferrin as a feed
supplement.
“Lactoferrin is an ironbinding
glycoprotein
found in milk that benefits
immunity, neurodevelopment, health and growth
performance,” Prof Wang
said.
“Our study found that
gilts, or sows in their first
pregnancy, fed a supplement of lactoferrin
throughout pregnancy and
lactation had significantly
increased milk production
at different times compared to a control group.
“Their piglets also
gained more body weight
during the first 19 days of
life and the research indicated it tended to increase
pregnancy rate, litter size
and birth weight and the

number of piglets born
alive.”
Prof Wang hopes the
results will be used by
pig producers to increase
the profitability of their
herds.
“Our research has shown
this macro-nutrient could
be used as a functional
ingredient in the feed of
pregnant gilts and sows
to boost the health status
and productivity of their
litters,” Prof Wang said.
The research is outlined
in a paper titled ‘Dietary
Lactoferrin Supplementation to Gilts during
Gestation and Lactation
Improves Pig Production
and Immunity’ and published online in the journal PLOS one available at
journals.plos.org/plosone/
article?id=10.1371/jour
nal.pone.0185817
It is part of a project
funded by the Pork CRC.

essential oil feed additives
A RECENT study has
indicated that a number
of plant-derived essential oils are effective as
natural alternatives to
synthetic food additives,
particularly as antimicrobial agents.
O’Bryan and colleagues from the Department of Food Science, University of
Arkansas, US, recently
published a review of
the antimicrobial effects of essential oils, in
particular, their mode of
action.
The paper looks at the
effectiveness of essential oils such as eugenol
and tea tree oil in their
hydrophobic activity
on gram-positive and
gram-negative bacteria,
and goes into detail on
how exactly the suc-

cess rate of EOs can be
monitored.
For example, potassium
and carboxyfluorescein
(stain) leakage from cells
into the extracellular
space can be considered
an indicator for cell damage potentially caused by
bacteria.
Equally, influx of unregulated, larger molecules, such as propidium
iodide, into the cell is

indicative of the formation of large pores that
are red flags for cell
death.
This comprehensive
review of EO research
to date concludes that a
number of plant-derived
essential oils are effective in alleviating some
of the cellular signs of
bacterial damage and
are effective as antimicrobial agents.

FILIPINO PIGGERY TECHNICIANS AVAILABLE!
We have assisted Australian employers overcome their
problem with skill shortages

 Highly skilled workers with a wealth of
experience in the pork industry
 Committed workers for life
 We will handle recruitment &
immigration processes
 We will save you the hassle of finding
highly qualified, efficient employees

G lobal Skilled Employment Services
is a recruitment company
specialising in the placement of
overseas skilled workers. We
currently have a pool of skilled
personnel who have completed
tertiary qualifications from
Australian accredited agricultural
colleges from the Philippines.

Contact us for more information:
E: info@gsemployment.com.au
Ph: (03) 9548 – 3628
M: 0432 452 535 or 0418 177 951

Biotronic® Top3
the breakthrough
in pathogen control
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The Biomin® Permeabilizing Complex in
Biotronic® Top3 damages the outer membrane
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Pork CRC boosts biogas systems across Australia
MOST pork producers
are now aware of the
uptake of biogas capture
and use systems across
the industry over recent
years.
There are currently 20
biogas systems operating
at Australian piggeries,
including 14 covered anaerobic ponds, four mixed
hybrid in-ground ponds
(stirred and heated CAPs)
and two above-ground
mixed tank digesters.
About 13.5 percent of
total Australian pork
production is currently
sourced from farms with
biogas systems.
Significant benefits
One of the aims of the
Pork CRC Bioenergy
Support Program is to
promote the adoption of
biogas systems across the
industry.
Industry experience has

,
It s a gas
already shown significant
financial benefits following biogas system installation, resulting primarily from the reduction or
elimination of external
on-farm energy costs
(electricity and heating).
Another major benefit is
a substantial reduction (64
percent) in farm greenhouse gas emissions.
Producers who haven’t

by ALAN SKERMAN
Leader, Pork CRC Bioenergy
Support Program

previously investigated
biogas system development may be interested
in discovering just how
much biogas their piggeries could potentially produce and what options are
available for productively
using the available biogas.
While all piggeries are
different in terms of their
design and operation, a
typical 500-sow farrow-

to-finish piggery (about
5000 SPU capacity) could
be expected to produce
400 to 500cu m of biogas
per day.
This biogas, which generally contains 60-70 percent methane, could be
burnt in a reciprocating
engine driving a generator, having an electrical
output of 40-50kWe based
on a typical electrical ef-

ficiency of 35 percent.
Powerful incentive
Industry
experience
suggests biogas systems
at farrow-to-finish and
grower piggeries often
generate more electricity than the total on-farm
energy consumption, depending on site-specific
factors such as the operation of on-farm feed mills
and high-capacity effluent
or irrigation pumps.
While some piggeries export surplus electricity to
the supply grid, the relatively low feed-in tariff, technical and administrative
complexity and significant
capital investment involved
in setting up this option
may curtail its practical
and economic viability.
In addition to generating
electricity, combined heat
and power systems may
be used to provide onfarm heat energy.
The cooling systems
and exhausts of engines
driving CHP system generators are fitted with heat
exchangers that heat water for circulation through
radiator-style heaters in
weaner sheds and underfloor heating systems in
farrowing sheds.
In this way, biogas heating may be used to replace
on-farm LPG consumption.
In assessing the viability of on-farm biogas systems, it is important to
be aware the following
factors may influence piggery biogas production.
Feed wastage
A recent APL-funded
research project indicated
a 5 percent increase in
feed wastage can result in
a 12 percent increase in
methane potential.
However, the value of the

additional energy did not
justify the additional feed
costs associated with higher levels of feed wastage.
Diet
An earlier Australian
Pork Limited-funded research project compared
the methane potential of
manure excreted by pigs
fed four typical Australian diets.
The results indicated
a maximum 15 percent
variation in methane potential between diets.
Temperature
Biogas production from
unheated CAPs may vary
by up to 20 percent from
the mean due to seasonal
temperature fluctuations.
Micro-organism health
The health of the distinct
microbial communities
responsible for breaking
down and converting the
organic matter to methane
can be affected by chemical inhibitors such as ammonia and sodium, particularly following shock
loadings of high-strength
effluent.
Some
disinfectants,
animal health medications and feed additives
can also affect microbial
performance in digesters
and CAPs.
Sludge
Excessive sludge deposition in CAPs can encroach
on their treatment capacities.
Digester/CAP design
It is important to ensure
the digester/CAP capacity
is sufficient for the loading rate coming from the
piggery sheds, and that it
provides adequate contact
time (hydraulic retention
time) for the micro-or-

Travel arrangements
for the Christmas ham
THE pork on your
plate this Christmas
has made its last trip
without a mandatory
passport.

To our valued clients and friends. Jefo thanks you for your
continued support and wishes you all a very merry Christmas and a safe 2018!
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ganisms to function effectively.
Piggery design and operation
To maximise methane
production, the general
rule is ‘the fresher, the
better’ with regard to getting manure into the digester or CAP.
Consequently, the methane potential associated
with daily flushed manure
management systems is
likely to be higher than for
pull-plug systems, where
manure may be held for
several weeks before transfer to the digester or CAP.
The effluent stream discharged from piggery sheds
generally contains some
coarse materials (such as
grain husks and pig hair),
which may form a floating
crust under a pond cover.
Solids
separation
(screening) is generally
recommended to remove
the potentially problematic coarse solids, however,
some digestible organic
matter is inevitably removed in the solids separator, resulting in reduced
methane potential.
CRC help
The Pork CRC Bioenergy Support Program
can help pork producers
assess the technical and
economic feasibility of
establishing on-farm biogas systems by preparing
site-specific, preliminary
biogas feasibility reports.
For further information, please contact me on
07 4529 4247 or email
alan.skerman@daf.qld.
gov.au at Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries,
Toowoomba, Queensland.
www.porkcrc.com.au

From February 1,
2018, all state and territory government will
introduce mandatory
reporting of all pig
movements via PigPass.
PigPass links pigs to
a property of origin using a Property Identification Code, registered
pig identification (ear
tags or tattoos) and pig
movement documentation.
PigPass is a traceability system that can be
used to try to reduce
the impact of a disease
outbreak or food safety
issue.
Australian Pork Limited general manager
Policy Deb Kerr said
PigPass has been designed in consultation
with stakeholders of
the Australian pork industry.
“We don’t have many
of the diseases that
threaten pork industries
outside Australia, and
we want to keep it that
way,” Ms Kerr said.
“PigPass will help us
to do this by keeping a
record of all pig movements.

“That way, if there is
a disease outbreak, the
source can be almost
immediately identified
and pig owners in the
affected area notified,
giving the best chance
of protecting animals
and stopping the spread
of disease.
“We need all pig owners to play their part in
making sure our pigs
stay the healthiest in
the world.
“PigPass is a form
you complete and hand
to either the person
transporting your pigs
or the person buying
your pigs.
“When transporting
pigs off the property,
the receiver needs to report via PigPass within
two days.”
Pigs require a PigPass
form whenever they are
transported.
A pig may have a
number of different
types of journeys and
several parts to that
journey.
Pig movements to and
from other farms, saleyards, abattoirs and
knackeries and shows
must all be reported via
PigPass.
See pigpass.com.au to
register and for more
information about how
PigPass works.

www.porknews.com.au

Sandra and Maurice of Pingelly Quality Meats, Western Australia, took out the
Best Artisan Ham and Best Boneless Ham categories in the Australian PorkMark
Ham Awards.

APL’s Peter Haydon and Peter Smith with Woolworths’ Alan Nunan and Rob Carratt after the retailer won Best
Nationally Available Ham in the Australian PorkMark Ham Awards.

Christmas hams in
season and set to satisfy
DECORATIONS have
been up for months
but the appearance of
Christmas hams is the
sure sign the festive season has arrived.
Australian Pork Limited Marketing Manager
Mitch Edwards said a
bone-in Aussie ham was
the most popular festive
meat and intrinsically
linked to Christmas.
“Now is the time to start
your celebrations because
quality Australian hams
are now in season,” he
said.
“Select the best for your
festive feast, but also consider a second ham to impress your guests during
the party season.
“A boneless ham is perfect to use for canapes and
a traditional bone-in ham
can get you in the spirit.
“For Christmas Day,
Aussie ham is a stunning
centrepiece, and after that,
freshly sliced ham satisfies during lazy summer
days.”

Christmas can be a
busy time of year, but
the Australian PorkMark
Ham Awards have done
the hard work and found
the best 100 percent Australian hams across three
separate categories.
Chefs Paul McDonald
and Simon Bestley teamed
up with Fleischmeister
Horst Schurger, who has a
Master’s Degree in Butchering and Smallgoods, to
assess more than 140 entries to find the best traditional bone-in, boneless
and nationally available
hams.
The Best Artisan Ham
and Best Boneless Ham
was awarded to Pingelly
Quality Meats, Pingelly,
Western Australia, for a
ham the judges described
as perfectly smoky and
sweet, with a brilliant initial taste, true to style and
even colouring.
Best Traditional Bone-In
Ham was awarded to Barossa Fine Foods, South
Australia, with judges

noting its well-balanced
and very mild flavours,
mild smoke and excellent
texture.
The judges awarded the
Best Nationally Available
Ham to Woolworths for
the Woolworths Half Leg
Ham – Bone In, which
had a great cure and
creamy fat, good salt and
great colour.
While bone-in hams,
like those that feature at
Christmas, are guaranteed
to be Australian, the same
can’t be said for all ham.
“Many people are still
surprised to find more
than two-thirds of ham
sold in Australia is made
from imported pork,” Mr
Edwards said.
“So if you’re picking up
a boneless ham, look for
the pink PorkMark or the
words Product of Australia.”
For recipes, tips and
tricks for your Christmas
ham, visit pork.com.au

APL general manager of Marketing Peter Haydon presented Franz and Alex Knoll of Barossa Fine Foods
with their award for Best Traditional Bone-In Ham.

Australian PorkMark Ham Award judges Paul McDonald,
Simon Bestley and Horst Schurger assessed more than
140 hams in this year’s competition.

Overall winner and Best Artisan Ham
Pingelly Quality Meats

Pingelly, WA

(08) 9887 1416

Australia’s Best Boneless Ham
1st

Pingelly Quality Meats

Pingelly, WA

(08) 9887 1416

2nd

Sunvalley Fine Foods

Warana, Qld

(07) 5437 6730

3rd

German Butchery

Mona Vale, NSW

(02) 9997 4147

1st

Barossa Fine Foods

Edinburgh North, SA

(08) 8255 3900

2nd

Noosa Meat Centre

Noosaville, Qld

(07) 5474 1666

3rd

Lago and Paramount Smallgoods

Melbourne, Vic

0401 748 879

1st

Woolworths

Half Leg Ham – Bone In

(02) 8885 1033

2nd

Bertocchi Australian

Leg Ham – Hickory Smoked

(03) 9355 5109

HC

Woolworths

Whole Leg Ham – Bone In

(02) 8885 1033

Australia’s Best Traditional Bone-in Ham

Nationally Available

Be sure
Dehydration
prevention

Vet Only Ez-Lyte
•
•
•
•
•

Green apple ﬂavoured electrolyte and acidiﬁer
Easy to use solution
Improves water intake of weaners
Can be administered directly by a 1:50 doser
Aids digestion in weaners

NEW

API18393

To ﬁnd out more contact
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Board changes at Australian Pork Limited
APN would like to
thank all advertisers,
producers and contributors
for their support in 2017.
We also wish everyone
a safe and merry Christmas
and happy New Year.

AUSTRALIAN Pork
Limited has announced
the appointment of a
new Specialist Director
in Mr Andrew Baxter
and the reappointment
of Producer Directors
Dr Brian Luxford and
David Plant at its annual
general meeting in midNovember.
The APL Board has appointed Mr Baxter to fill
the vacancy created by
Specialist Director Mrs
Kay Carey.
Mrs Carey is retiring
in accordance with the
rotational requirements
of the APL Constitution
and was not seeking reappointment.
APL chairman Mr Enzo

Allara said it is always
an exciting time of year
when the Australian pig
industry gets together to
discuss where the industry
is heading and how it is
getting there.
“It is important we continue to move forwards as
an industry, and we are
very fortunate to have highly respected individuals involved with our industry
and sharing their expertise
and skills with us.
“Mr Baxter will provide
new insights and experiences that the industry
can learn from.
“His enormous and di-

verse experience will
make him a great asset
to the Board and the industry.”
Mr Baxter is a leading
marketing and communications expert, with experience working on some
of Australia’s most visible
brand communications
campaigns.
“Every industry has different challenges and opportunities,” Mr Baxter
said.
“I look forward to working on those that are shaping the Australian pork
industry and achieving
positive outcomes for our
producers.”
Specialist Director Kay
Carey was appointed to
the Board in 2006 and
announced earlier in
2017 that she would not
be seeking reappointment
after her current term expires.
On behalf of the Aus-

tralian pork industry, APL
thanks Mrs Carey for her
tireless work during her
time on the APL Board,
particularly her dedication to APL’s marketing
efforts.
“Mrs Carey was a great
advocate for the consumer
in an industry that is moving from being largely
production led to being
more consumer driven,”
Mr Allara said.
“She was relentlessly
curious of the emerging
trends in consumer behaviour and her wisdom when
dealing with complex information will be greatly
missed.”
APL is responsible for
enhancing opportunities
for the sustainable growth
of the Australian pork industry by delivering integrated marketing, innovation and policy services
through the pork industry
supply chain.

Pig Farm Perspective
by Bruce the brainy pig
WHEN was the last
time you changed your
disinfectant type?
As most of you probably started to think
about the last time you
ran out and couldn’t get
the type you normally
get, so you were forced
to get something else,
it has just become apparent that it was a very
long time ago.
What is the harm, you
ask?
A recent study presented at the Australasian Pig Science Association conference
raised eyebrows about
emerging resistance to
regularly used disinfectants in piggeries.
The study concluded
that several widely used
and trusted disinfectants at varying concentrations have had
varying levels of E. coli
resistance.
This is an interesting

and unexpected development.
Usually we associate
disinfectant with being
100 percent effective at
the point of application.
Unfortunately, this is
not the case and producers should be made
aware of the potential
risks, so what are the
implications?
Obviously increased
risk of E. coli-associated disease on farm,
but the biggest danger is
perhaps increased risk
of resistant bacteria exposure to your greatest
asset: your staff.
The emergence of antibiotic-resistant bacteria is well known, however disinfectant resistance is a new concept.
How can you maximise the efficacy of your
disinfectants?
I would recommend
that farms rotate disinfectants relatively regu-

larly for best results.
Any disinfectants that
are out of date or have
noted changes in colour should be disposed
of or the manufacturer
contacted.
I would also recommend you double check
your dilutions to ensure
the correct concentration is being applied to
the piggery.
When cleaning, ensure the majority of faecal and organic material
is removed manually
before application of the
disinfectant.
Ensure application is
even and recommended
surface contact and drying time is allowed.
If you have any questions or concerns about
disinfectant efficacy
or are interested in the
specific disinfectants
used in the resistance
study, contact you veterinarian.

Excellent quality
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Q Farrowing and weaner crates,
growers and baconer pens. Q Feed
hopper with stainless steel trough.

Q Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap;
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.

Straight Farrowing Crate.

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST
Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au
2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460
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Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd
Victoria:
Freecall:

ABN 11 003 543 548

Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
Mobile: 0437 431 901

Ben Slots
1800 999 245

Phone: (03) 9462 4266
Mobile: 0418 388 842
www.porknews.com.au

Livestock fire plan
BELOW-average rainfall and above-average
temperatures this winter
have resulted in dry conditions and an increased
fire risk.
Farmers are being urged
to plan and prepare early.
For farmers who rely on
livestock for their living,
having a plan in place for
their animals is vital.
Aussie Pumps product
manager Brad Farrugia
said, “Too often pigs and
prize stud animals, and
their irreplaceable genetics, are lost through lack
of planning.”
Major fire pump manufacturer Aussie Pumps
recommends having a
‘livestock fire plan’ in
place to maximise the
likelihood of saving animals during an emergency
or sudden bushfire.
Plan Ahead
It is wise to implement
a summer cropping plan.
If possible, co-ordinate
with neighbours to create
a low-risk area that can
act as a firebreak.
This would ideally be
a 20m-wide cleared or
ploughed perimeter that is
free of fuel, leaves, bark,
branches and so on.
Identifying a ‘safe haven’ is also important.
It needs to be centrally
located, easily accessible
and strategically placed.
Ensure there’s sufficient
drinking water and an
adequate amount of feed
nearby because animals
may need to remain in the
area for long periods.
Accessibility
Accessibility on fire
danger days is important.
Only perform tasks close
to the house or vehicles.
Ensure tracks are maintained, accessible and that
any cattle grids and bridges can take the weight of a
fire truck.
Speed is of the essence
Moving stock on fire
danger days may be necessary.
You might need to herd
your stock closer together
towards a dam or other
water source.
Make your plans well
ahead of time and let everyone know what they are
responsible for.
Maintain machinery
and minimise risk
Keep farm machinery
(tractors, slashers and harvesters) well maintained
and free from grease
build-up.
Mechanical defects can
cause sparks that can
quickly develop into a
fire.
A steam cleaner such
as the Aussie Super Indy is invaluable because
it melts off grease and
muck.
Machinery and vehicles
should be equipped with a
fire extinguisher.
If possible, turn off electric fences.
Sufficient firefighting
equipment
Be prepared to put out
spot fires and wet down
danger areas.
Having a reliable fire
pump capable of delivering sufficient water is essential.
A trailer or ute-mounted
fire pump and tank will
provide a mobile option.
“We developed the Aussie Fire Chief for Australian firefighting conditions

www.porknews.com.au

and tough applications,”
Farrugia said.
“The ‘big belly’ design
and massive impeller give
flows of up to 450l/pm at
a pressure of up to 100psi.
“That puts the water
where it’s needed, fast!”
The Fire Chief is powered by a genuine Honda
petrol engine and comes
standard with heavy-duty
steel skids and anti-vibration mounts.
An optional one-piece
steel roll frame is available for extra stability in
the field.
The Chief’s big brother, the Aussie Mr T, is
a mighty twin-impeller
pump that develops pressures of up to 130psi and
flows to 550l/pm.
It comes with either a
Honda 9hp or 13hp petrol
engine.
Aussie Pumps also offers big Yanmar and Hatz
diesel-drive engines.
“These diesel-drive engines have proven popular with farmers because
diesel fuel is considered
safer than petrol due to
its lower flash point,” Farrugia said.
“The diesel option increases fire safety, lowers
running costs and boosts
overall reliability.”

Aussie Pumps fire
pumps are fast self-priming and offer a vertical
suction lift of up to 7.6m.
This enables the operator
to draw water from wells,
streams or dams when the
water level is dropping.
“That’s a major feature
and can be a matter of life

or death when a fire is on
the move,” Farrugia said.
Aussie Pumps offers a
unique five-year warranty
on its entire Aussie Quik
Prime product range, a
sure sign the company believes in the quality and
reliability of the product.

Recipe
BBQ pork steak with Moroccan mustard

Prep time 5 min | Cook time 15 min | Serves 4

Jason Homan planned stock protection for a hobby
farm in Fiddletown, NSW. He has a couple of dams
close to the cattle paddock and an Aussie Fire Chief
to manage spot fires.

INGREDIENTS
•4 pork loin steaks, trimmed
•30g sesame dukkah
Mustard
•100g soft dried apricots, diced
•½ cup water
•½ cup Dijon mustard
•2 tablespoons honey
•2 tablespoons Moroccan
seasoning
•1 teaspoon lemon zest

METHOD
1. Preheat BBQ or griddle pan.
2. Dust pork steaks with dukkah.
3. Brush grill plate with a little oil and
BBQ steaks for 5-6 minutes on each side.
4. Place the mustard ingredients into
a small saucepan and stir until liquid
boils, reduce heat and simmer until
thick for 3-4 minutes.
5. Serve steak over couscous topped
with mustard

For more pork recipes, visit pork.com.au

Live yeast for sows and piglets

Microscopic yeast,

LEVUCELL SB has been proven in multiple studies to reinforce piglets’ intestinal
barrier and digestive functions. Piglets supplemented with LEVUCELL SB are able
to better respond to the stressors of the critical weaning period, therefore, ensuring
positive performance and avoiding digestive upsets. LEVUCELL SB is a supportive
nutritional tool in the global context of reducing the use of antibiotics.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

SPECIFIC FOR YOUR SUCCESS

T: 1300 247 448 | E: QSS-Lan@lallemand.com.au
www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com
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Producers urged to reconsider
animal health management
AN innovative piggery in Young, NSW
has proven successful
in reducing the use
of antibiotics without compromising the
health and productivity
of its stock.
Australia’s Chief Veterinary Officer Dr Mark
Schipp visited the large
2000-sow farm recently
as part of activities to
mark Antibiotic Awareness Week and said the
piggery is leading the
way for other producers.
“It’s common knowledge that excessive use
of antibiotic treatment
can lead to strains of
bacteria emerging that
don’t respond to current

antibiotic treatment –
this is known as antimicrobial resistance,” Dr
Schipp said.
“Antimicrobial resistance is recognised as a
growing threat to human
and animal health on
a global scale, and by
creating awareness, we
are mitigating this threat
to animal welfare, biosecurity and production.
“While Australia has
among the lowest levels of antibiotic use in
animals, some use is
required to maintain
health and welfare,
which means the threat
of an antibiotic-resistant
bacteria emerging is
very real.

“In Australia, both
the human and animal
health sectors are collaborating with the food
and agricultural industries to develop a combat
plan in case antimicrobial-resistant bacteria
emerges.
“The Young piggery I
visited has implemented
a common-sense approach to managing animal health by providing
adequate nutrition, abiding by strict biosecurity
measures and using vaccines to control infectious diseases in livestock production.
“This piggery’s management model has been
duplicated in other parts

of the world, which demonstrates that Australia
is a world leader in developing innovative and
practical animal management strategies.”
All livestock farmers
and animal health professionals including veterinarians are part of
the solution in tackling
antimicrobial resistance
by reducing the need for,
and use of, antibiotics.
Further information
about Antibiotic Awareness Week can be found
at safetyandquality.gov.
au/our-work/healthcareassociated-infection/an
timicrobial-stewardship/
a nt ibiot ic-awa renessweek

Support for the
next generation
of grain leaders
THE Australian grains
industry is set to benefit
from the Government’s
$5 million Leadership in
Agricultural Industries
Fund.
Assistant Minister for
Agriculture and Water
Resources Senator Anne
Ruston said Grain Producers Australia Limited
would receive $270,000
from the fund to boost
leadership capacity and
support the development
of industry leaders into
the future.
“The Government believes in and supports
agriculture as one of the
powerhouses driving the
Australian economy and
is investing in the next
generation of leaders in
the grains industry to help
drive the industry forward,” Minister Ruston
said.
“This funding will help
develop and expand leadership capacity and expertise across the grains
industry nationally, ensuring there are strategies
and leaders to drive the
industry to meet its future
goals.

“Through the Leadership in Agricultural Industries Fund, Grain Producers Australia will receive support to develop
a leadership development
strategy and deliver a targeted training program
for up to 32 emerging
leaders.
“This is an important investment in future leaders
and will ensure ongoing
support for farmers that
produced over $18 billion
worth of grain crops in
2016-17 (including cereals, pulses and oilseeds)
and over $14.5 billion
worth of exports.
“The Government recognises that leadership
is critical to agriculture
remaining one of the
pillars of our national
economy.
“This funding will have
a lasting impact on the
grains industry – supporting the current and next
generation of leaders to
champion their industry’s
priorities and provide robust oversight of research
and development initiatives to growers and industry.”

Contact AGCO
Australia team
TODAY for your
next project
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Here’s my Card
THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist
services and facilities in the pig industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish,
here’s a group of business cards that
guarantee you the best available.

Supplier of
high performance
ingredients for
aquatic and
animal nutrition

Christian Pyke

Managing Director
M: 0428 233 200
E: info@cpyke.com.au
PO Box 3350
Port Lincoln South Australia 5606
www.cpyke.com.au

Phillip Marr

Supplying the
Piggery Industry
with tarpaulin
s 3HELTER Covers
s "LINDS s ,INERS
s 4HERMAL #overs

Executve Technical Services and Sales Manager

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0428 270 494
Tel:
1800 038 037
Fax:
02 8875 8715

Phone: 1300 059 003
Fax: 1300 858 626
Email: info@polytex.net.au
www.polytex.net.au

phillip.marr@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Susan Schryver

Chantel Wakenshaw

Business Unit Head – Swine

Australian Agent / Distributor for:

B.Ed
Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 554 328
Tel:
1800 038 037
Fax:
02 8875 8715

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 233 227
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

susan.schryver@boehringer-ingelheim.com

chantel.wakenshaw@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Sam Custodio

Executive Technical Services and Sales Manager

Gabriel Crane
Technical Services and Sales Representative

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0409 493 368
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0408 459 356
02 8875 8800
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

samuel.custodio@boehringer-ingelheim.com

gabe.crane@boehringer-ingelheim.com

A.P.S.

AUSSIE PORK
SUPPLIERS PTY LTD

Senior Technical Services and Sales Manager – Swine

James Bredhauer

VAUCLUSE & APS

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 941 233
1800 038 037
Tel:
03 8875 8715
Fax:

meg.donahoo@boehringer-ingelheim.com

ruel.pagoto@boehringer-ingelheim.com

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION

Kate HENNE - 0499 287 710
Nathan LISTER - 0499 171 010
Darryl MEANEY - 0419 594 922
Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889

Alex Turney

David Reu
MOBILE: 0427 791 734
EMAIL: davidreu@vaucluse-aps.com.au

PH:

08 8380 5672

FAX:

08 8380 5176

www.vaucluse-aps.com.au

SLURRY PUMPING AND COMPOST SPREADING
s 3ERVICING 1,$ AND
.ORTHERN .37

s "EST RATES AND EXCELLENT
PAYMENT TERMS

Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554
Mark OLLEY - 0437 076 615

Managing Director - Australia and New Zealand

BIOMIN Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139
email: office.australia@biomin.net

M: +61. (0)419 005 511
E: aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemand.com
www.biomin.net

Pty

COAT-O-FOAM Ltd

Specialising in Polyurethane Foam Application
s#OOLROOMS s4ANKS s#ONDENSATION #ONTROL
s0OULTRY  0IG 3HEDS s)NTERNAL  %XTERNAL #OATINGS

Gavin Forsyth
Sales Manager

*ASON 2EIMERS 0437 885 309
E: growuporganics@bigpond.com
www.growuporganics.com.au

David Cadogan
B.Ag.Sci, MRurSc, PhD.
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

M 0409 049 793
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E david.cadogan@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia

www.feedw orks.com.a u
www.porknews.com.au

Senior Technical Support Officer - Swine

Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited
Animal Health Division
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0411 330 493
1800 038 037
Tel:
02 8875 8715
Fax:

Ph: 07 4162 2233
8 King St
Fax: 07 4162 4804
PO Box 1187
Mob: 0427 549 373
Kingaroy Qld 4610
Email: jamesb@aussieporksuppliers.com.au

117 Chapman Rd, Inglewood, SA 5133

Ruel P.Pagoto D.V.M.

Meg Donahoo

0/ "OX  (ALLAM 6ICTORIA !USTRALIA 
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%MAIL COATOFOAM OPTUSNETCOMAU
7EBSITE WWWCOATOFOAMCOMAU

Stuart Wilkinson
Technical Services Manager
Monogastrics

M 0414 487 882
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E stuart.wilkinson@feedworks.com.au
13 High Street, Lancefield
Victoria 3435 Australia

www.feedw orks.com.a u
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"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld
Australia 4408

Brenden McClelland

Phone: 07 4663 1279
Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071
Mobile: 0409 064 806
lco@outlook.com
belmontpastora
email:
website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

Doug Pearson
Equipment & Milling Technology
Manager

M 0408 735 185
P +61(0)3 5429 2411
F +61(0)3 5429 2433
E doug.pearson@feedworks.com.au
PO Box 369 Romsey
Victoria Australia 3434
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■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card
Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre,
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0418 819 125
F 1800 817 414
chris.brennan2@merck.com

Dr Chris Brennan BVMS
Technical Advisor, Swine

DEAN GUENTHER

FarmMark Pty Ltd

Oceania General Manager

2/67 Colebard St West, Acacia Ridge QLD 4110

mobile: 61 (0)412 853 270
Office: 61 (0)7 5422 9201
fax: 61 (0)7 5422 9201
dguenther@zinpro.com

Zinpro Animal Nutrition, Inc.
PO Box 1084
Woodford QLD 4514 Australia
zinpro.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

ALLTECH AUSTRALIA
8 Roseworthy Rd
Roseworthy, SA 5371
Tel:   
alltechaustralia@alltech.com

Alltech.com

Advertise your
business card here
call 07 3286 1833
porknews.com.au • ben@porknews.com.au
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The industry super fund for
rural and regional Australia
Proudly supporting the Pork industry
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The Science of Healthier Animals
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Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road
Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113
North Ryde Post Business Centre,
Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670
Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

Amanda Vardanega

AlltechAP

@AlltechAP

Phone: 07 3274 6372 Mobile: 0412 934 892 Fax: 07 3277 8813
Email: luigi@farmmark.com.au
Website: www.farmmark.com.au

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071,
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand
Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544

austsafe.com.au

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Elanco Animal Health

A Division of Eli Lilly Australia Pty Limited

Dr. Avril Grieve

BAgSc, BArts, PhD

National Swine
Senior Territory Manager

112 Wharf Road
West Ryde NSW 2114
Mobile: 0418 115 314
Fax: 02 9878 7720
Toll Free: 1800 226 324
Customer Service: 02 9325 4570
E-mail: grieve_avril@elanco.com
www.elanco.com.au

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax:
02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia
NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

Swine Veterinary Consultants
• Health, Production and QA Services

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

• Disease Eradication and
Repopulations

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

• Servicing all areas of Australia

(03) 9699

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5445 5914

Glencoe, Queensland

Lethbridge, Victoria

Phone:

Freecall:

1800 647744

Facsimile:

(03) 5281 7547

Mobile:

0457 742 352

Email:

lethbridge@porkstorks.com.au Email:

(07) 4699 3011

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055
0400 672 418
Mobile:
glencoe@porkstorks.com.au

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Walter Osborne
GENETICS MANAGER

ACE Laboratory Services

CEFN Genetics Pty Ltd
54 King St, Clifton, QLD 4361
07 4697 3344
Phone:
07 4697 3532
Fax:
www.cefn.com.au
Web:
wally@cefn.com.au
Email:
0457 833 621
Mobile:

12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility

PH : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

Breeding a Better Future

MYORA FARM
ABN 78 008 025 563

Aaron Hines

Sales & Production Manager

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)
Murray Bridge SA 5253
P 08 8531 2700
F 08 8531 2711
M 0419 559 011
E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com
W www.jacksonsaustralia.com

Design • Engineering • Fabrication
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“Breeders of quality stock”
Manufacturer
of high-pressure
misting systems
for aerial
disinfection and
shed cooling

JEFF BRAUN
17-19 Muntz Street,
Wangaratta VIC 3677
P: 1300 306 478
E: info@ozmist.com.au
www.ozmist.comau

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Telephone: (08) 8725 0411
PO Box 550
Facsimile: (08) 8725 8784
Mount Gambier
Mobile: 0409 091 678
South Australia 5290 Email: myora@myora.com.au

www.porknews.com.au

New report finds 24 billion
reasons to end the data drought
UNLOCKING the full
potential of digital agriculture could increase
the value of agricultural
production by $20.3 billion, helping to achieve
the industry’s goal of
$100 billion in farm-gate
output by 2030.
The finding has emerged
from the Precision to Decision Project, a collaboration between 15 Rural
Research and Development Corporations, universities, industry and agribusiness looking at the
potential for digital technology across the farm
sector.
National Farmers’ Federation president Fiona
Simson said the report
confirmed what farmers
had suspected for years.
“Farmers have long recognised digital farming
technologies have real
potential to improve productivity and on-farm efficiency,” she said.
Ms Simson said farm production was, on average, on
an upward trajectory.
“In 2016-2017 production tallied a record of $60
billion,” she said.
“Our goal is to reach
$100 billion by 2030.”
The NFF president said
the opportunities for new
technologies, such as artificial intelligence and the
application of big data are
a long way from being
realised.
“The largest barrier to realising the benefits of these
technologies has been poor
internet connectivity,” Ms
Simson said.

“Farmers have been
frustrated for some time
by a lack of connectivity,
which has hampered technology uptake.”
The report identified additional barriers to uptake
including: a lack of confidence in returns from
investment in digital agriculture; poor knowledge
and support to assess options; and trust and legal
issues with data ownership.
“For many, investment
in infrastructure in rural,
regional and remote areas,
where a huge amount of
our agricultural production takes place, has been
perceived as lacking a return on investment,” Ms
Simson said.
“However, this report
demonstrates there is a return on investment from
connectivity infrastructure.”
Specifically, the findings detail that agriculture alone can expect a
30 percent increase in
value and deliver an

overall increase of $24.6
billion to national gross
domestic product (a
1.5 percent increase on
2014-15 levels).
“When you consider the
already significant contribution the sector makes to
the Australian economy,
this finding is incredible,”
Ms Simson said.
“It gives the government
24 billion reasons to focus
on finding solutions to the
data drought, so the farm
sector can reach its potential.”
Ms Simson congratulated the P2D team on an
important body of work.
“The NFF will use
these findings to demonstrate to governments
and telecommunications
companies that the prospect of a return is real
and there is an urgent
need for infrastructure
to end the data drought,”
she said.
“Not just for the agricultural sector, but the
Australian economy as a
whole.”

www.primegro.com.au
Results are based on typical progeny growth performance
achieved using Primegro Genetics grown under a high health
environment and fed using the Rivalea Nutritional Program.

■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card
FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES
Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Tom Cowper

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

(03) 9699

7355

www.reevegroup.com.au

Email: ddt@ddt.com.au
Phone: 07 4634 2166
33 Industrial Ave, Toowoomba QLD 4350

)
)
)
)

Piggery blinds
Replacement covers
Dam liners
Custom made to your speciﬁcations
www.ddt.com .au

Business Manager Pig & Nutrition
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
tom.cowper@zoetis.com
E
M 0418 246 675
www.zoetis.com.au
W
F 02 8876 0444

Merideth Howard
Technical Sales Veterinarian - Pig
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0477 387 392
F 02 8876 0444
E merideth.howard@zoetis.com
Tech. Services 1800 814 883 W www.zoetis.com.au

Bruce Hunt
Professional Sales Representative
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0438 352 443
E
bruce.hunt@zoetis.com
F 02 8876 0444
W www.zoetis.com.au

Jodie Driscoll
Professional Sales Representative
Pig & Nutrition
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
M 0431 075 972
F 02 8876 0444
E jodie.driscoll@zoetis.com
Tech. Services 1800 814 883 W www.zoetis.com.au

Alan Smith

B. Ag Sci.

Managing Director

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd
P.O. Box 1
135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale
Victoria 3351
Australia

www.porknews.com.au

Tel: +61 3 5342 8688
Fax: +61 3 5342 8788
Mobile: +61 414 432 790
asmith@minitube.com.au
www.minitube.com.au
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World Trade Organisation
rejects Indonesia’s appeal
on import restrictions
THE World Trade
Organisation, after
three and a half years
of discussions, has
reached a conclusion
on the appeal of import restrictions being
imposed by Indonesia.
In 2014, New Zealand
was the first country
to request consultation
with Indonesia regarding its import restrictions on horticultural
products,
animals
and animal products,
claiming the restrictions were inconsistent with various WTO
regulations.
Since New Zealand’s
request, it has been
joined by Australia, the
US, Canada, the European Union, Chinese
Taipei and Thailand in
the consultations.
In March 2015, New
Zealand
requested
the establishment of a
panel, but at its meeting in April that year,
the Dispute Settlement
Board deferred this
process.
Later that year, New
Zealand and the US
requested the DirectorGeneral compose the
panel, and a month
later, on October 8, the
panel was composed
and the panel report released to its members.
In February 2017,

Indonesia notified the
DSB of its decision to
appeal to the Appellate
Body certain issues of
law and legal interpretations in the panel
report.
Due to the number
and complexity of the
issues raised in the dispute, and due to staffing shortages within
the WTO Secretariat,
the Appellate Body announced it could not
circulate its report to
members until November 9, 2017.
The Appellate Body
has now circulated the
report to its members
in which it rejects Indonesia’s appeal on the
panel report and finds
that Indonesia’s import
restrictions for horticultural products and
animals and animal
products are against
WTO regulations.
Within the report, it
is stated that 18 Indonesian import restriction measures were
inconsistent with WTO
obligations, and are not
sanctioned by WTO.
This news comes as
a great relief to many
producers that have
missed out on valuable
export opportunities to
Indonesia – a massive
nation, and an important market for exports.

APSA 2017 Conference, Melbourne

Dr Kate Plush won the Batterham Memorial Award and Dr Robert
van Barneveld was the APSA Fellow award recipient in recognition
of his outstanding contribution to APSA, research in pig science and
the wider Australian pig industry.

Stuart Wilkinson of Feedworks and Robert Hewitt of SunPork Farms
with Malcolm Mottram (centre), the Feedworks APSA poster award
winner thanks to his eye-catching poster work.

Stuart Wilkinson, APSA Medal winner Evan Bittner of the University
of Melbourne and Darryl D’Souza of SunPork Solutions.

International APSATravel Scholorship Award winners Fangzhou (Arkin)
Wu, Carine Vier and Lori Thomas with APSA president Pat Mitchell.

Changing of the guard. Long-serving and well-respected pig industry patron Pat Mitchell has handed the reins of the APSA presidentship to Stuart Wilkinson and a new committee.

John Black, Tony Edwards and Roger Campbell were recognised for
their long-running support and attendance of APSA Conferences.

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutio

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 00

Stay tuned for more APSA coverage in the January 2018 edition.

For all your livestock needs
Provides high quality products,
Delivered on time,
At competitive pricing,
Supported by the best
available technical service in
animal and livestock nutrition.

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
Kym 0439 066 054
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Luke 0439 066 006
luke@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill 0499 009 293
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Alltech Lienert Australia unites innovative companies
AUSTRALIA’S leading
animal health and nutrition companies, Alltech
Australia and Lienert
Australia, will unite to
form Alltech Lienert
Australia Pty Ltd as of
January 1, 2018.
The current activities
of KEENAN and Alltech
E-CO2 in Australia,
both Alltech companies,
will be conducted under
Alltech Lienert Australia
Pty Ltd.
This union will align
the offerings and services of both companies,
simplify processes and
procedures and ultimately enhance the quality of
service to customers in
Australia.
Alltech Lienert Australia Pty Ltd, located
in Roseworthy, South
Australia, will continue
to provide its range of
quality Alltech products,
services, nutrition programs and technologies
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throughout Australia.
Alltech Lienert Australia Pty Ltd general
manager Mark Peebles
said, “By uniting the
companies, we will effectively be combining
highly successful businesses in terms of resources and expertise,
resulting in even better
nutrition, health programs and services for
our clients’ operations.”
“This move will allow
our business to strengthen our nutritional technical support as well as research and development
to bring new, innovative
products to the market.
“Our team will be able
to offer a wider range of
products for our customers, with more localised
nutrition support.
“Customers will now
be able to order Alltech,
Lienert, KEENAN and
Alltech E-CO2 products
from one company, re-

ceiving their order in one
shipment and on one invoice.
“It will also provide
clarity on our position in
the market.”
Both Lienert Australia
and Alltech are dedicated to bringing nutritional
solutions to the farm and
food industry.
For more than 40 years,
Lienert Australia has
manufactured, distributed and supplied ingredients, supplements and
nutritional expertise to
the livestock and feedstock industries in Australia, New Zealand and
the Philippines.
Its customers range
from small family farms
to integrated operations
and commercial feed
mills.
Alltech is a family owned company headquartered just outside
Lexington, Kentucky, US,
with a strong presence in

all regions of the world.
Previously represented
by a distributor, Alltech
has operated as a private company in Australia since 1997 and has
been recognised within
the continent for its nutritional innovations as
well as its educational

and philanthropic endeavours.
Existing customers of
Alltech Australia and
Lienert Australia will be
able to access the same
expertise and benefits
as previously, and their
contacts will remain the
same.

The Alltech Lienert Australia facility.

www.porknews.com.au

Pork CRC Stakeholders’ Day and student workshop

A good mix of group work and lectures made for a fun and engaging Pork CRC/APL student
workshop in Melbourne.

Enjoying a cuppa at Pork CRC’s 2017 Stakeholders’ Day in Melbourne were Eugeni Roura
(University of Queensland), Dennis Mutton (Pork CRC chairman), Roger Campbell (Pork CRC
CEO) and Frank Dunshea (University of Melbourne).

Despite having to concentrate and contribute all day, there were well-deserved moments of
humour and laughter during the Pork CRC/APL student workshop.

Appreciating the 2017 Pork CRC Stakeholders’ Day were Diana Turpin (Murdoch University/
PIWA), Lechelle van Breda (APL), Ryan Cheng (Flinders University), Robyn Terry (SARDI) and
Tanya Nowland (SARDI).

Chatting after the presentations at the 2017 Pork CRC Stakeholders’ Day were Pork CRC Board
member Prof Robert van Barneveld of SunPork, Pork CRC CEO Dr Roger Campbell and PIRSA
deputy chief executive Prof Medhi Doroudi.

At the 2017 Pork CRC/APL student workshop were Pork CRC supported Anne Watt (University
of Melbourne), Sarita Guy (University of Sydney), Amy Lealiifano (Rivalea) and Rousset Palou
(University of Queensland).

Haylee Clifford of Alltech Lienert Australia is one in the long
line of Pork CRC IPPs. The Industry Placement Program has
been widely acclaimed by industry and has proven a rewarding path for students and employers.

Pork CRC Program 4 leader Dr Stephan Tait of the University
of Queensland caught up with Pork CRC Subprogram leader
Dr Navid Moheimani of Murdoch University at the 2017 Pork
CRC Stakeholders’ Day. Dr Tait earlier reported on significant
progress made in improving the Australian pork industry’s carbon footprint.

Pork CRC business manager Geoff Crook was a picture of
concentration.

Pork CRC Board member and New Zealand pork producer Chris
Trengrove praised the work of Pork CRC supported researchers.

SAVEthe
DATE
30 & 31 MAY 2018

Gold Coast Convention & Exhibition Centre, Broadbeach QLD

Jess Craig (Murdoch University/Rivalea), Rob Hewitt (SunPork
Farms) and Pork CRC Program 2 leader Dr Pat Mitchell (APL)
at Pork CRC’s 2017 Stakeholders’ Day.

Stuart Wilkinson and Malcolm Mottram, both of Pork CRC
participant Feedworks, enjoyed their first look at Pork CRC’s
2016/17 annual report just after the Pork CRC AGM.

Attendance assistance packages available for
Australian Pork Limited producer members.
If you are not already a member contact
Rachel at APL now.

Trade exhibition booths selling fast!

Sponsorship packages
available for concurrent
and plenary sessions,
social events and event
material – get in quick!
Proudly supported by:

Contact Rachel Blake for more information on
02 6270 8807 or at pppe@australianpork.com.au

THEME: DRIVING EFFICIENCY TOGETHER
www.porknews.com.au
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FRESHLY

MIXED
PREMIUM

PROTECTION

Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae protection with
extra capacity for mixing with Ingelvac CircoFLEX® to give you:

New Zealand: Boehringer Ingelheim (NZ) Limited, Animal Health Division, Level 1, Unit 9, 42 Ormiston Road, East Tamaki, Manukau 2016. Toll free: 0800 802 461. Restricted Veterinary
Medicine. Access is only through a veterinary authorisation. Australia: Boehringer Ingelheim Pty Limited ABN 52 000 452 308. Animal Health Division, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW
2113. Toll free: 1800 038 037. Ingelvac MycoFLEX®, Ingelvac CircoFLEX® and FLEXcombo® are trademarks of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH, 55216 Ingelheim/Rhein.
BIV8894
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