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RISING prices for 
Australian pork are 
receiving considerable 
media coverage, with 
warnings that consum-
ers will need to budget 
when buying Austral-
ian ham for festive sea-
son gatherings.

Higher retail prices 
for fresh Australian 
pork products, as much 
as 40 percent in the past 
six months, have seen 
comparable increases 
in farmgate returns for 
producers. 

Prices for Australian 
pigs have already in-
creased from an average 
of $2.50/kg 12 months 
ago to be nudging $4/kg 
more recently.

Farmgate returns of 
$2.50/kg, especially 
when factoring in high 
feed grain prices, were 
well below the cost of 
production. 

Now, more sustain-
able prices are provid-
ing some much-needed 
relief for local produc-
ers who have endured 
squeezed margins for 
too long.

The global spread of 
African swine fever, 
which is driving up pork 
prices, has given us the 
opportunity to reiterate 
to consumers the im-
portance of choosing 
healthy, disease-free 
Australian pork.

On November 20, 
Australian Pork Lim-
ited launched a new 
campaign to promote 
Australian ham in the 
lead-up to Christmas, 
with 30 influential voic-
es and members of the 
pork industry coming 
together in Sydney for 
a special festive lunch. 

Chef and food person-
ality Manu Feildel at-
tended the event and said 
it was an opportunity to 

hear direct from produc-
ers how imported pork 
affects farmers’ liveli-
hoods, but also celebrate 
the Australian industry. 

As we’re saying, the 
greatest gift an Austral-
ian pig farmer can re-
ceive this Christmas is 
for Australian families 
to serve up Australian-
grown ham on Decem-
ber 25. 

The ASF situation has 
also provided the mo-
mentum for industry to 
achieve significant bio-
security improvements. 

One particularly im-
portant outcome was 
confirmation by the 
Federal Government in 
early November that a 
National Feral Pig Co-
ordinator would be es-
tablished.

APL has led calls for a 
nationally co-ordinated 
approach to feral pig 
management, especially 
given feral herds are 
potential transmitters of 
ASF. 

The new co-ordinator 
will be based with APL, 
giving our organisation 
the chance to play a piv-
otal role in managing 
feral pig populations 
and the risk they pose 
to our domestic herd.

APL is also looking 
at opportunities arising 
from the unprecedent-
ed disruption in global 

meat markets caused by 
ASF. 

As China offsets de-
clines in its domestic 
production by absorb-
ing more of the global 
supply of pigmeat, there 
are significant export 
opportunities for Aus-
tralian product. 

The chance to increase 
our exports to existing 
markets and gain access 
to new markets is one 
we must capitalise on.

The 2019 APL Del-
egates’ Forum and An-
nual Conference, held in 
Melbourne on Novem-
ber 13 and 14, provided 
a timely and highly in-
teractive setting to share 
updates regarding ASF 
and industry’s crisis and 
recovery plan, as well as 
market analysis cover-
ing pig prices and feed 
costs.

Federal Agriculture 
Minister Bridget Mc-
Kenzie participated in 
the forum via an excel-
lent video Q&A session, 
while exciting develop-
ments in research, in-
novation and technol-
ogy showed the future 
is indeed bright for our 
industry. 

Guest speakers in-
cluded Dr Narelle Clegg 
(Department of Agri-
culture), Sharon Starick 
(AHA and APIQ Chair), 
Dr Sam Allen (AHA) 

and Dr Sarah Britton 
(NSW DPI).

APL’s recently con-
firmed Chair Andrew 
Baxter led discussion 
on APL’s Strategic Plan 
consultation. 

Producer feedback 
from a preview of APL’s 
new television adver-
tisements was also very 
positive, with the roll-
out of the video cam-
paign to commence in 
early February.

At the AGM, Edwina 
Beveridge was re-elected 
as an APL director and 
Mark McLean was elect-
ed as a new director. 

We acknowledge re-
tiring directors Kathy 
Grigg and Andrew 
Johnson for their contri-
butions to the industry. 

Thanks also to dele-
gates and members who 
attended and ensured 
the forum was a genuine 
success.

Between the Del-
egates’ Forum and the 
Australasian Pig Sci-
ence Association Con-
ference in Adelaide 
on November 17-20, I 
gained extremely valu-
able face-to-face insight 
and encouragement at 
an informal meeting 
with South Australian 
pork producers at Tinti-
nara, organised by An-
drew Johnson. 

Direct feedback from 
those working inside the 
farmgate is always very 
gratefully received. 

The experience talk-
ing to producers from 
the Murray, Mallee and 
Upper South East re-
gions of South Australia 
confirmed for me the 
resilience of Australia’s 
pork producers and the 
significant value our 
$5.3 billion industry 
adds to rural communi-
ties. 

Point of View
by MARGO ANDRAE CEO

The greatest gift is an Aussie Christmas ham

THE 2019 Australasian 
Pig Science Association 
Conference was held at 
the Hilton Adelaide from 
November 17-20 and saw 
more than 280 attendees 
treated to a diverse range 
of topics presented by in-
vited speakers both from 
Australia and around the 
world.

In this Chinese Year of 
the Pig and despite the hor-
rors of African swine fever 
elsewhere in the world, 
outgoing APSA president 
Stuart Wilkinson urged 
all those in attendance to 
make the most of the four-
day event by networking 
and learning more about 
pig nutrition, reproduction, 
genetics and many other 
topics.

The Australian pork in-
dustry is full of passion-
ate people with a common 
interest of constantly striv-
ing for improvement in pig 
production and welfare, 
and this was evident after 
four days and 12 sessions 
of presentations.

The question and answer 
sessions following each 
presentation showcased 
the immense knowledge 
of both presenters and 
audience members, with 
many interesting ideas and 
follow-up research stud-
ies generated through this 
format.

Of course, the social 
functions interspersed 
throughout the conference 
play a key role in allowing 
attendees a chance to let 
their hair down and con-
nect with new industry 
contacts from around the 
globe.

The Monday night of-
ficial conference dinner 
held at the Adelaide Oval’s 
William Margery Room 
saw those from across 
the pig industry come to-
gether dressed to the nines 
and ready to enjoy a great 
night of excellent pork, 
music and presentation of 
the Batterham Memorial 
Award to Rivalea Austral-
ia research scientist Dr Fan 
Liu.

The conference dinner 
also saw the introduction 
of a new APSA committee 
in the lead-up to the 2021 
conference. 

Outgoing president Stu-
art Wilkinson thanked 
the 2019 committee and 
welcomed the 2021 cohort 
comprising Robert Hewitt, 
Frank Dunshea, Rebecca 
Athorn, Emalyn Loudon, 
John Pluske, Jessica Craig, 
Taya Clarke and Kate 
Plush.

Tuesday’s networking 
function at Argentin-
ian restaurant La Boca 
also brought out the best 
of those present over an 

otherworldly dinner com-
prising succulent cuts of 
pork, lamb and beef – truly 
special and genuinely deli-
cious.

APSA keynote speakers 
for 2019 covered a wide 
variety of disciplines, with 
Dr R. Dean Boyd kick-
ing off proceedings on 
the Sunday with the AC 
Dunkin Memorial Lec-
ture focusing on ‘Innova-
tion through research in 
the North American pork 
industry’.

Dr Boyd and indeed all 
the keynote speakers max-
imised their time present-
ing in the Hilton Grand 
Ballroom and captivated 
those listening with ex-
amples and discussion of 
their novel research find-
ings, which in some cases 
were part of world-leading 
research not seen before 
by many industry partici-
pants.

Of serious interest to 
many was Tuesday morn-
ing’s symposium focusing 
on technology and inno-
vation.

The three presenters 
piqued the interest of at-
tendees and their presenta-
tions opened the minds of 
a large number of listeners 
to the plethora of benefits 
able to be capitalised on 
through effective adoption 

APSAlutely awesome 
conference in Adelaide

☛ continued P18

Dr R. Dean Boyd (left) kicked off APSA 2019 with the AC Dunkin Memorial Lecture 
on ‘Innovation through research in the North American pork industry’, which was 
chaired by 2019 APSA president Stuart Wilkinson (right).
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ONCE again, Austral-
ian Pork Limited’s R&I 
team took advantage 
of our industry and re-
search community com-
ing together for the 17th 
Australasian Pig Science 
Association conference 
held in Adelaide from 
November 17-20 to host 
a postgraduate student 
workshop on Sunday, 
November 17. 

This workshop was at-
tended by 32 people, in-
cluding Honours and PhD 
students from around 
Australia who are work-
ing on pig-related projects 
and Australasian Pork Re-
search Institute Limited 
Industry Placement Pro-
gram recipients. 

The afternoon session 
was dedicated to provid-
ing each participant an 
opportunity to use their 
presentation skills to 
provide a three-minute, 
plain English synopsis of 
their research project and 
explain the purpose, ex-
pected outcomes and key 
industry benefits from 
their work. 

It was a terrific day, and 
it was incredibly clear we 
have a very talented group 
of postgraduate students 
who, through their stud-
ies, are each contributing 
to extend our scientific 
knowledge of key chal-
lenges facing our industry 
that can then be used to 
support practical recom-
mendations to producers.  

Congratulations to all 
participants for the high-
quality presentations 
made on the day and for 
your enthusiastic involve-
ment. 

In particular, my con-
gratulations go to So-
phie Ward (University 
of Adelaide) and Nina 
Matsumoto (Murdoch 
University) who received 
the highest scores from 
the judges and Dr Jessica 
Craig (Rivalea Australia) 
for receiving the People’s 
Choice Award for best 
presentation. 

I’d also like to highlight 
that 17 students made 
oral presentations of their 
work at the APSA Con-
ference itself (with others 
presenting their outcomes 
in the poster sessions) – 
and capably demonstrated 
to the 300 or so confer-
ence delegates how to do 
this well! 

Leading off the student 
presentation session was 
Shandala Loving, a PhD 
student from Charles Dar-
win University, Northern 
Territory. 

Shandala’s studies are 
aiming to assess the spa-
tiotemporal distribution 
of feral pigs in northern 
Australian wetlands for 
improved management. 

With the ongoing threat 
of African swine fever, 
obtaining a broader un-
derstanding of the work 
being done in feral pig 
management is of high in-
terest to us all. 

Shandala opened her 
presentation by likening 
risks associated with feral 
pig culling to the reported 
increased spread of tuber-
culosis in cattle as a result 
of increased badger move-
ment due to the badger 
culling program in the 
UK (that has been in place 
since 2011). 

Shandala provided esti-
mates that feral pigs are 
present on over 45 percent 
of Australia’s landmass, 
with a population of about 
23 million. 

In her studies, Shandala 
is using adapted tracking 
devices, fitting these to 

collars worn by individual 
feral pigs and using the 
tracking devices to deter-
mine the impact of aerial 
culling as a management 
technique for feral pigs. 

Notably, her first experi-
ment aimed to understand 
whether aerial culling in-
creases the movement of 
feral pigs and therefore 
disease movement. 

Shandala has shown that 
prior to a cull, feral pigs 
were not moving more 
than 3km per day. 

Post-cull, the collared 
animals disappeared (a 
tracking signal could not 
be detected) for several 
weeks (the shooters pur-
posely did not kill any 
collared pigs).  

After this time, some in-
dividuals were found to 
have traversed greater dis-
tances per day than pre-
cull (with one shown to 
have traversed 14km in a 
day), reflecting that new 
territories open up as pigs 
are removed. 

Shandala considered the 
current management prac-
tices used for feral pigs 
in the Northern Territory 
are likely increasing their 
dispersal and that impacts 
need to be managed at a 
population scale. 

Her second experiment 
is exploring whether feral 
pigs that are geographi-
cally close are also geneti-
cally close. 

To explore this, Shanda-
la has collected 240 sam-
ples (with support from 
hunters) from across the 
Northern Territory. 

Shandala has identified 
that, of the pigs sampled, 
there are a number of dis-
tinct pig metapopulations 
and some populations 
are closely related (such 
as between a population 
located on an island and 
those on the mainland), 
indicating significant 
movements of pigs be-

tween populations. 
Shandala considered 

that uninformed manage-
ment interventions used 
for feral pigs could there-
fore have negative impacts 
on disease transmission, 
with more information 
needed from other states 
and other feral pig popu-
lations. 

We are very fortunate, 
and pleased, that Shandala 
was able to accept our 
invitation to present her 
research on feral pigs at 
our postgraduate student 
workshop and then attend 
APSA to increase her 
pork industry knowledge. 

Dr Kate Plush from Sun-
Pork Solutions gave an ex-
cellent and engaging pres-
entation to the students on 
her career to date, scien-
tific writing, preparation 
of scientific manuscripts 
as an author as well as 
how to best review a man-
uscript when invited to do 
so by a journal editor. 

We also had the oppor-
tunity to hear from Paul 
Ridgewell (Westpork Pty 
Ltd) and Robert Hewitt 
(SunPork Solutions), two 
of the six Course 1 gradu-
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The author as well as Laura Latimer-Marsh and Weicheng Zhao attended the Red 
Meat Postgrad Conference.

☛ continued P3
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ates of the Australian 
Pork Industry Leadership 
Program. 

Paul and Robert each 
spoke about their differ-
ing careers working in the 
Australian pork industry. 

Paul provided an ex-
tensive background of 
his career, including his 
initial involvement in 
the pig industry in Zim-
babwe where he worked 
on a multi-site, 1000-sow 
conventional piggery em-
ploying 50 piggery staff, 
where all pigs were bag 
fed by hand. 

In 2001, Paul emigrat-
ed to Australia and has 
worked in a number of 
piggeries in Western Aus-
tralia, Queensland and 
NSW as well as having a 
brief stint in a cattle stud 
in Queensland. 

Overall, Paul empha-
sised the importance of 
investing in people to en-
able them to thrive and 
positively, and success-
fully, contribute to the 
Australian pig industry, 
including the value he 
has personally obtained 
from his involvement in 
the APILP. 

Paul quoted one of the 
Danish farmers whose 
property he visited in 
October 2018 during 
the second workshop of 
Course 1 APILP that per-
tinently highlighted his 
point: “Having the best 
technology in the world is 
meaningless to improving 
work performance and ef-
ficiency, if those using it 
don’t have the right atti-
tude (Claus – Denmark)”. 

Robert also focused in 
on people during his pres-
entation with the five Ps  
– people, people, people,
pigs and people.

While the very different 
career paths of Robert and 
Paul and what has shaped 
them was presented to 
the students, both Robert 
and Paul stressed the im-
portance of having com-
mitted, enthusiastic, am-
bitious, intuitive, trained 
and passionate people 
working with pigs and in 
the industry to support its 
future.  

On this note, I’d like to 
congratulate Robert as he 
takes the reins as the new 
APSA president! 
Honing presentation 
skills of two APL post-
grad students

Each year, APL provides 
the opportunity for two of 
our postgraduate students 
to attend the Red Meat 
Postgrad Conference sup-
ported through Meat and 
Livestock Australia and 
the Sheep CRC. 

For 2019, Laura Latim-
er-Marsh (University of 
Adelaide) and Weicheng 
Zhao (University of Mel-
bourne) were fortunate 
to attend this conference 
held at Q-Station, Manly, 
NSW from November 
4-8.

Laura is undertaking her
PhD on the APL-funded 
project ‘Novel biomark-
ers of animal welfare’ to 
identify biomarkers to be 
able to measure positive 
emotional/affective state 
of the pig. 

Measuring circulating 
cortisol as a marker of 
effective delivery of a se-

lective serotonin uptake 
inhibitor to the brain of 
the pig was assessed in 
the study that Laura pre-
sented at this conference. 

Weicheng’s study aimed 
to determine whether heat 
stress experienced by gilts 
can affect placental func-
tion. 

He reported that cyclical 
heat stress (eight hours/
day, 28-33C) between 
40-60 days of gestation
(compared with constant
temperature of 20C) may
reduce both the capacity
for glucose transport in the
placenta and result in an
adaptive response of pla-
centas to compensate for
placental insufficiency.

A total of 23 PhD stu-
dents from around Aus-
tralia attended this meet-
ing. 

The conference com-
prised two days of student 
presentations formally 
judged by Prof James 
Rowe (ex-Sheep CRC 
CEO), Assoc Prof Caro-
line Jacobsen (Murdoch 
University), Prof Frank 
Dunshea (University 
of Melbourne), Dr Jane 
Weatherley (Meat and 
Livestock Australia), Dr 
Doug McNicholl (Meat 
and Livestock Australia), 
Dr Daniel Brown (Animal 
Breeding and Genetics 
Unit, University of New 
England) and myself (for 
the first time). 

For me, it was a great 
opportunity to learn more 
about research areas be-
ing investigated in the 
red meat sector as well as 
extend my learning and 
professional network. 

Following the presenta-
tions, the students attend-
ed professional develop-
ment workshops based on 
adoption methodology to 
enhance the uptake of re-
search and put economic, 
social and environmental 
values on the impact of 
research. 

These learnings are al-
so directly applicable to 
APL – it was highlighted 
as part of the Innovation 
and R&D Review that we 
need to get better at how 
outcomes from industry 
funded research are more 
widely known by produc-
ers. 

Overall, both Laura and 
Weicheng considered this 
training fantastic and are 
very grateful for the op-
portunity to participate.
Farewell to Ashley
Norval

It’s with much regret I 
inform you all that Ashley 
Norval leaves APL (and 
Australia) at the end of 
November after five years 
with us to enable her to 
focus on her Masters and 
PhD studies she has com-
menced through the Uni-
versity of Copenhagen, 
Denmark.

On behalf of APL, 
thanks so much Ashley 
for your significant con-
tributions during your 
time at APL. 

In particular, your de-
velopment, nurturing and 
management of the indus-
try’s leadership program, 
the APILP, has been 
fabulous – this has been 
strongly echoed by all 12 
participants to date. 

I look forward to keeping 
in touch and wish you eve-

ry success in your future. 
For all those who are 

interested in applying for 
Course 3 of the APILP, 
details will become avail-
able in early 2020.  

It was great to formally 
acknowledge the Course 
1 graduates of the APILP 
and provide a brief op-
portunity for Rebecca 
Wicks, David Lines and 
Steve Smith, on behalf of 
Course 2 APILP partici-
pants, to present their key 
learnings to date during 
the recent Delegates’ Fo-
rum in Melbourne. 

For further informa-
tion on any of the topics 
discussed, please do not 
hesitate to contact me on 
0423 056 045 or heather.
channon@australianpork.
com.au 
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APSA student workshop attendees. Photo: Pat Mitchell

Showcasing our new and 
upcoming industry leaders
☛ from P2
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ONE of the things we 
identified to watch af-
ter the 2017 price down-
turn was the long-term 
pig price trend: both the 
trend for a full year (in 
black in the figures) and 
the trend in months (in 
purple).

When we looked at the 
long-term trend, it ap-
peared to take between 
about five and seven 
years between peaks in 
the 12-month price trend 
(shown by the wide black 
line in Figure 1). 

That would suggest the 
next 12-month price peak 
might occur in late-2023 
and, in that scenario, pric-
es might start dropping in 
mid-2024.

It appeared the cycle 
could possibly be used as 
an advanced warning or 
leading indicator.

However, if you look at 
the 12-month pig price 
trend line (in red) in com-
parison to the 12-month 
pig price line, we see 
mostly, the period the 
black line stays above the 
red line is two years. 

The exception to that is 
the period between spring 
2013 and spring 2017.  

This obviously means 
market conditions were 
different in 2013-2017 
than they were in previ-
ous price peaks.  

We can speculate on 
what the causes of the 
prolonged peak were, but 
we don’t really know.  

However, we can see the 
black line went above the 
red trend line again in 
spring 2019. 

Based on history, this 
might mean that from Au-
gust 2019 we have price 
declines that take the 
12-month price back to 
the red trend line. 

If that recurs, then pig 
prices may start dropping 
around July or August 
2020. 

If the market conditions 
are similar to those in the 
2013-2017 peak, then pig 
prices might start to de-
cline two years later in 
July or August 2022.

So, based on history and 
if we do nothing different, 
prices might start drop-
ping in either spring 2020, 
spring 2022 or mid-2024. 

The question for pro-
ducers is, how would you 
manage and protect your 
business in each scenario?

Of course, there are an 
infinite number of options 
in the future, however, 
there is one more thing 
we might be able to read 
from this chart.

If we focus on the 
monthly price (in purple), 
rather than the 12-month 
price, we can see that 
from one monthly price 
peak to the next takes be-
tween 58 and 82 months. 

The most recent pig 
price recovery has taken 
only 34 months.  

So, the pig cycle does 
appear to have sped up.  

That might be because 
of higher levels of indus-
try marketing. 

It will probably have 
been affected by high beef 
and lamb prices. 

It may be because there 
is increased demand from 
ham and bacon value-
adders.  

Whatever the cause, we 
have all seen predictions 
of new normals. 

However, market condi-
tions both globally and 
domestically have rarely 
been this uncertain. 

It is likely to pay to pre-
pare for more than one 
scenario. 

Is the pig cycle 
changing gear? 

Marketing Matters
by PETER HAYDON

General Manager Marketing

Figure 3

Figure 2

Figure 1
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OUR defences against 
African swine fever 
are seemingly being 
cranked up at last.

Federal Agriculture 
Minister Bridget McKen-
zie reported on Novem-
ber 25 that what she calls 
‘Operation Conway’ was 
a month-long saturation 
exercise that screened all 
passengers and crew from 
identified flights for pork 
products and other bio-
security risk material. 

More than 1000 pas-
sengers and crew were 
screened using X-ray, 
manual inspection and 
detector dogs across five 
flights originating from 
countries with confirmed 
cases of ASF.

Twenty-eight infringe-
ments and 17 written 
warnings were issued 
during the operation, 
with 44kg of risk prod-
ucts seized, including 
12kg of pork, chicken and 
beef products.  

Of pork products seized 
and sent for ASF testing, 
22 percent returned posi-

tive results.
While Operation Con-

way is a step in the right 
direction, with the sheer 
volume of illegally im-
ported pork coming into 
Australia it is but a short 
step when hard, fast 

yards are needed. 
Australian Government 

border interception statis-
tics between November 5, 
2018 and August 31, 2019 
make for truly frighten-
ing reading, with more 
than 27 tonnes of pork 
intercepted on air travel-
lers entering Australia, as 
follows:

• 11 tonnes at Sydney 
Airport;

• 7.7 tonnes at Mel-
bourne Airport;

• 3.9 tonnes at Brisbane 
Airport;

• 2.7 tonnes at Perth 
Airport; and

• 1.3 tonnes at Adelaide 
Airport.

While the above is alarm-
ing and indicates the Aus-
tralian Government needs 
to step up its resources 
and messaging targeting 
inbound tourists, I have of 
late been banging on about 
local consumer messaging 
that I think needs to get out 
there at every opportunity.

The message is that 
ASF is not a threat to hu-
man health as it is a non-
zoonotic disease.

This is, it is a disease 
of animals that does not 
infect humans.

I believe this is espe-
cially important as we 
head into Christmas, as 
it seems every story in 
the media about Christ-
mas ham prices heading 
north mentions the global 
impact of ASF on pork 
supply and demand.

An appropriate food 
safety qualifier needs to 

be injected into all such 
coverage, whether that be 
from the journalists or 
by the organisation mes-
senger or those being in-
terviewed.

It’s particularly incum-
bent on organisations 
such as Australian Pork 
Limited nationally and 
state bodies such as West 
Australian Pork Produc-
ers’ Association  here in 
the west, to ensure its 
spokespersons always 
add the ‘no food fear’ 
rider when talking ASF. 

Critically, it also needs 
to be pointed out that 
Denmark, Canada and 
the US, countries we 
import frozen pork from 
and some of which goes 
into Christmas hams, do 
not have ASF.

The United Nations 
Food and Agricultural 
Organisation just hap-
pens to agree, listing the 
following as one of its 10 
recommendations regard-
ing ASF for countries 
of the region: ‘Commu-
nication to public is to 
be in place to avoid the 
rumours leading to food 
safety perceptions and 
consumption disruption’.

While all efforts and 
resources need to be on 
preventing ASF from 
reaching Australia, it 
must be acknowledged 
there is already potential 
damage being done to our 
industry, especially pork 
processors and small-
goods businesses, simply 

Digestarom® DC 
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Cant Comment 
by 

BRENDON CANT

Though the author travels regularly to Bali, spend-
ing time with partner and yoga teacher Maree din-
ing vegetarian in Ubud, he was as happy as a pig 
in you know what when he came across this quirky 
little butcher shop in Ubud. Unconfirmed information 
about swine deaths continues in Indonesia, with the 
FAO reporting more than 9000 pigs were said to have 
died in North Sumatra. 

The author enjoyed this pork offal hotpot two years ago while visiting Chengdu, the capital of southwestern 
China’s Sichuan province. China’s pig herd has been at least halved since ASF struck in August last year. 
Sichuan is one of the provinces impacted.

☛ continued P8
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The team at  
Apiam Animal Health 

Swine Services 
wish you peace, 

joy and prosperity 
for Christmas & 

the New Year. 

� apiamdirect.com.au    � asfready.com.au    � 1800 426 142
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LAST month I provided 
an update on some of 
Australian Pork Limit-
ed’s work towards open-
ing the mainland China 
market, including our 
new Cooperation Agree-
ment with the China 
Meat Association. 

This time, I’ll give a 
quick update on some oth-
er ongoing market access 
challenges and victories. 

First, the good stuff! 
The US Food Safety and 

Inspection Service has 
concluded that Pork AE-
MIS (with a slight twist) 
meets the requirements 
for export of Australian 
pork to the US. 

What’s the twist? 
FSIS requires a govern-

ment inspector on the pro-
cessing chain to carry out 
post-mortem inspections. 

This is not currently 
required under the Pork 
AEMIS system. 

Any plant that wishes 
to be eligible for export 

to the US will need to 
implement this change to 
qualify. 

After individual estab-
lishment audits and list-
ing, Australian pork will 
be ready to return to the 
US market. 

Of course, the US is a 
very competitive place to 
sell pork and local pro-
duction costs are signifi-
cantly lower than in Aus-
tralia. 

Competing on price will 
be a tricky proposition. 

However, there are a va-
riety of niche, premium 
opportunities for the right 
product. 

Sustainability creden-
tials, provenance stories 
and ‘natural’ and organic 
production methods will 
be a huge advantage for 
any producer looking to 
make their mark in the 
US. 

APL is working close-
ly with governments in 
Australia and Singapore 
to explore a Biosecurity 
Zoning Agreement. 

This means Singapore 
would recognise areas of 
Australia as distinct and 
separate regions (or zones) 
for biosecurity purposes. 

Under the current export 
arrangement with Singa-
pore, a disease outbreak 
in one part of the coun-
try means no Australian 
farms can send pigs or 
pork to export markets. 

Australia as a country is 
considered to be a single 
biosecurity zone. 

But the bilateral zoning 
agreement can change 
that. 

So, for example, a sim-
ple zoning arrangement 
might split Australia into 
the western and eastern 
halves. 

Each is relatively iso-
lated from the other in 
terms of the potential for 
disease to spread. 

Just because a farm in 
the west suffers an out-
break, that doesn’t mean 
farms in the east are auto-
matically at risk. 

Therefore, an outbreak 
in one zone does not nec-
essarily prevent exports 
from another, disease-free 
zone. 

APL is pursuing this 
work at the request of the 
Australian pork export in-
dustry. 

It is an important means 
by which we can help 
mitigate the impact on in-
dustry revenues of an ASF 
outbreak in Australia. 

Our modelling of the 
economic impact of an 
ASF outbreak on the 
Australian pig production 
and processing industry 
(available on APL’s web-
site) revealed a large por-
tion of lost revenue would 
come from the automatic 
closure of export markets 
following an outbreak. 

Anything we can do 
to reduce the impact on 
farmers is smart policy. 

Progress with the US 
and Singapore is good, 
but South Africa and New 
Zealand have been posing 
problems for some export-
ers. 

South African authori-
ties have indicated to the 
Australian Department 
of Agriculture for some 
time that they are dis-
satisfied with Australia’s 
export health certificates 
for pork. 

South Africa has now 

made the decision to no 
longer accept Austral-
ian health certificates on 
consignments of imported 
pork, meaning Australia 
can no longer send pork 
products to that market. 

This situation will per-
sist until the issue is re-
solved. 

The Department of Ag-
riculture is working on it, 
but progress has been very 
slow and APL’s repeated 
offers to assist have been 
rebuffed. 

In fact, the Department 
is not revealing why the 
process is taking so long. 

Sometimes this is neces-
sary to prevent a small is-
sue from becoming larger, 
or spreading to other ex-
port markets. 

New Zealand has taken 
the step of halting all im-
ports of processed pork 
products manufactured in 
Australia using pork im-
ported from third coun-
tries. 

Prior to the suspension, 
exporters of these prod-
ucts to New Zealand were 
not required to state the 
country of origin of the 
pork or provide the rel-
evant health certificates. 

It’s not clear why New 
Zealand has taken this 
step. 

Officials at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in 
Canberra have speculat-
ed that New Zealand is 
spooked by the possibility 
of ASF incursion and sim-
ply wants assurances that 
Australia’s biosecurity for 
imported pork is robust. 

Of course, Australia’s 
biosecurity import condi-
tions for pork are stricter 
than New Zealand’s own 
arrangements, which al-
low for the importation 
and direct sale of un-
cooked pig meat from 
some countries. 

Australia does not al-
low this. 

Officials believe once 
New Zealand is educated 
and assured of our bio-
security processes, they 
may require the country 
of origin of the pork to be 
provided, but will other-
wise allow trade in these 
processed products to re-
sume. 

It’s important to note ex-
ports of processed prod-
ucts made from Austral-
ian pork are not affected 
by the ban. 

Another reason to use 
Aussie pork in smallgoods 
– at least for the next little 
while. 

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. Ingelvac MycoFLEX® is a registered trademark of
Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AUS/MFX-191028

For more information, please contact your 
Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Territory Manager.

Whole herd protection against Mycoplasma 
hyopneumoniae. Now for your piglets and sows. 
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protect your pregnant 

and lactating sows
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PTY
LTDSOYA FEEDS

Soya beans used in our meals are NOT genetically modified!

SFMCA 
FeedSafe 
Accredited

We use whole soya beans not gradings
to supply you with a quality meal

Overseas market access update

Policy
by ANDREW ROBERTSON
Policy Manager – Trade and 

Workforce

by association.
Let’s not forget con-

sumers have frighten-
ingly good memories 
when it comes to food 
safety and protect-
ing their families and 
they readily recall the 
global disaster that 
was swine flu.

The 2009 swine 
flu epidemic, which 
spread across the 
world in a matter of 
months, killed thou-
sands of people. 

It is not hard to 
imagine today’s con-
sumers confusing Af-
rican swine fever with 
swine flu, despite one 

being a health issue 
for them and the other 
simply affecting pigs.

As if that’s not 
enough, back in Oc-
tober, the CEO of a 
major WA pig abat-
toir was quoted (or, 
to be fair, maybe mis-
quoted) in the West 
Australian referring 
to “the heightened 
intensity around bio-
security with African 
swine flu” when dis-
cussing his company’s 
response to a disrup-
tive on-site protest by 
Direct Action Every-
where. 

Enough said. 

☛ from P6

ASF messaging 
needs massaging

https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com.au/
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SPEED dating with a 
difference hit Sydney re-
cently, to help bridge the 
rural-urban divide and 
support Aussie farmers.

Thirty influential voices 
and members of the pork 
industry came together in 
the iconic Strand Arcade 
for a festive lunch with 
a twist. 

The quick-fire conver-
sations were a chance 
to highlight a fact many 
Aussies don’t know: the 
majority of ham sold in 
this country is made from 
imported pork.

Chef and food personality 
Manu Feildel attended the 
event and said it was an op-
portunity to hear how im-
ported pork was affecting 
our farmers’ livelihoods, 
but also celebrate Austral-
ian product and producers.

“The problem is con-
sumers will not actively 
look for hams made from 
Australian pork if they 
aren’t aware of the mass-
ive amounts of imported 
pork coming into this 
country,” Mr Feildel said.

“Our job – as foodies, 
chefs, industry and media 
– is to educate them. 

“Then it’s up to Austral-
ians to seek out the high-
quality local product. 

“Especially so on an oc-
casion such as Christmas, 
when it’s about sharing 
food with those we love 
most.”

Australian Pork Limited 
Marketing Communica-
tions Manager Mitch Ed-
wards said Christmas and 
ham went hand in hand 
and there were some sim-
ple tips to ensure the ham 
on your Christmas table 
was 100 percent Austral-
ian pork.

“The greatest gift you 
can give an Aussie pig 
farmer this Christmas is 
to buy Australian,” he 
said.

“When it comes to ham, 
if it’s on the bone, then it’s 
one of our own. 

“However, if you’re buy-
ing a boneless ham, look 
for an almost full bar 
chart on the packaging to 
be sure your ham is made 
from 100 percent Austral-
ian pork.”

The event was also a 
chance to showcase excel-
lence, with the winner of 
the 2019 Australian Pork-
Mark Ham Awards re-
vealed as the bone-in ham 
from Noosa Meat Centre 
in Queensland, which beat 
more than 140 entries.

Steve and Stacey Young 
who created the artisan 
bone-in ham, made with 
100 percent Australian 
pork, credited their team 
for the winning ham.

“I’m a huge believer in 
championing Australian 
and this shows in the final 
product,” Mr Young said.

“Buying Australian 

keeps my staff in a job, 
our farmers in production 
and to be honest, the pork 
raised here is perfect – I 
will always support local 
breeders.”

D’Orsogna’s Australian 
Jarrah Honey Ham took 
out the awards’ nationally 
available category, with 
the product available in 
Woolworths year-round.

To ensure this impor-
tant discussion continues, 
Australian Pork Limited 
has launched a social me-
dia campaign #TheGreat-
estGift to encourage Aus-
tralians to support our lo-
cal pig producers. 

For more information, 
recipe inspiration and full 
PorkMark Awards results, 
including state winners, 
please visit pork.com.au 

www.c-lines.com GRAIN & PROTEIN

> Designed in France for Australia
> Quick and easy local construction
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> Minimises feed consumption
> Maximises meat production
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> Easy cleaning and maintenance
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Australian Porkmark Ham Awards overall winners Stacey and Steve Young, Noosa Meat Centre.

The greatest gift you can 
give an Aussie pig farmer this 
Christmas is to buy Australian

How to carve your ham.

AUSTRALIAN PORKMARK HAM AWARDS 2019
Overall winner:
Noosa Meat Centre Noosa, QLD
Bone in:

1 Noosa Meat Centre Noosa, QLD

2 Andrew’s Choice 
Smokehouse

Laverton North, VIC

3 Gray’s Modern Meat 
Mart

Toowoomba, QLD

Boneless:

1 Griffin & Morris Village 
Butchers

Berwick, VIC

2 Premier Meats Tenterfield, NSW

3 Hunter Valley Meat Em-
porium

Pitnacree, NSW

Nationally available
1 D’Orsogna, Australian 

Jarrah Honey Ham
Available in all 
Woolworths stores

2 IGA Naturally Smoked 
Leg Ham

Available in all IGA 
stores

https://www.c-lines.com/?lang=en
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CONTROL of trim-
ming losses at slaughter 
caused by bacterial in-
fection of joints but with 
no observable symptoms 
on farm was achieved 
following lab tests on 
joint tissues and fluids, 
repairing damaged pen 
floors, using short-term 
medication and vacci-
nating against erysipelas. 

The problem finishing 
site took 400 pigs per 
week from 10 weeks of 
age to sale. 

All pigs were raised on 
bedding over dirt floors. 

The pigs were free of 
mycoplasma pneumonia 
pleuropneumonia, swine 
dysentery and internal 
and external parasites.

Feedback from the ab-
attoir about the trimmed 
carcasses revealed an in-
crease in trimming for 
swollen joints.

Up to 2 percent of pigs 
had some skin trimmed 
each week. 

Leg and joint trim-
ming rose to about 25 
percent of slaughtered 
pigs, accounting for a 
loss of more than 1 per-
cent in carcass weight 

across sold batches.
The farm sheds were in-

spected for anything that 
might be causing an inju-
ry to the pigs’ legs or feet. 

The steps to the feed pad 
were in disrepair, so some 
groups of pigs had fur-
ther than normal to step 
for feed and water, which 
could potentially cause a 
trip or fall leading to an 
injury. 

Other than injury, the 
most likely cause of joint 
swelling is erysipelas.  

The most obvious 
signs of this disease are 
diamond-shaped raised 
lumps on the skin.  

The affected pigs have 
high temperatures, go 
off feed and can be a bit 
dopey but none of these 
symptoms were seen on 
farm. 

Treatment records indi-
cated there had been no 
recent change in the num-
ber or type of treatments 
for any group of pigs. 

There had been no signs 
of lameness on farm ei-
ther.

The guts of pigs inspect-
ed at slaughter looked nor-
mal but when the swollen 
joints were cut open a lot 
of fluid was found and 
the cartilage around the 
joints was much thicker 
than normal. 

Samples from the af-
fected joints were sent to 
the laboratory for testing. 

At first no bacteria were 
found, but with further 
very sensitive tests that 
detect bacterial genes, 
erysipelas was identified. 

By looking closely at the 
cells from the samples un-
der a microscope, it was 
seen there were minute 
changes in the cells that 
would only occur if there 
had been an infection.

It was clear there was 
an erysipelas infection oc-
curring at the farm, even 
though none of the nor-
mal symptoms had been 
observed. 

It was decided to vac-
cinate against erysipelas. 

The first dose was given 
at eight weeks of age (be-
fore the pigs were deliv-
ered to the grow-out site) 
and the second dose at 12 
weeks of age to coincide 
with the movement of the 
pigs between sheds. 

The finisher feed was 
medicated with tylosin 
(100ppm, with no with-
holding period) for the 
time until vaccinated pigs 
came through to sale. 

The steps to the feed 
pads were repaired, allow-
ing easy access to feed 
and water for all pigs.
Outcomes

Slaughter trimming for 
joint and skin conditions 
returned to normal levels 
as soon as the vaccinated 
pigs came through. 

The farm continues to 
vaccinate against erysip-
elas. 

No medications have 
been used for erysipelas 
control since vaccination 
commenced. 

This case study is taken 
from the Antimicrobial 
Prescribing guidelines for 
Pigs. 
Ross Cutler 
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Case study: reducing 
trim loss without long 
term antimicrobial use

AUSTRALIAN Pork 
Limited recently an-
nounced Mr Andrew 
Baxter has been ap-
pointed Chair of the 
company, after being 
elected to the position 
at the Board’s Novem-
ber meeting in Mel-
bourne.

Mr Baxter brings a 
rich depth of expertise 
to the role, having led 
major professional ser-
vices firms for more 
than a decade, working 
with some of Australia’s 
largest companies and 
brands, along with state 
and federal govern-
ments.

He was formerly 
Chairman of Publicis 
Communications, one 
of Australia’s largest 
communications agency 
groups, and is recog-
nised as one Australia’s 
preeminent leaders in 
marketing.

Mr Baxter has more 
than 30 years of com-
bined non-executive ex-
perience. 

He is currently Chair 
of Tjapukai, and until 
recently was Chair of 
both the Lord Mayor’s 
Charitable Foundation 
and Deakin School of 
Business. 

Mr Baxter also sits on 
the Board of the Sydney 

Symphony Orchestra 
and is a Board member 
of the NBL.

APL CEO Margo An-
drae said Mr Baxter’s 
diverse expertise will 
be critical in leading 
the organisation in the 
years to come.

“We need people of 
Andrew’s expertise and 
calibre to drive the new 
strategic direction, cur-
rently under develop-

ment, for the Australian 
pork industry over the 
next five to 10 years,” 
she said.

Mr Baxter said he 
looks forward to repre-
senting the best inter-
ests of Australian pork 
producers, overcom-
ing current biosecurity 
challenges and produc-
ing quality pork that 
meets Australians’ val-
ues and preferences.

“Australia’s pig farm-
ers produce a fantas-
tic, premium product, 
whilst maintaining me-
ticulous biosecurity and 
high-quality standards”, 
Mr Baxter said.

“We must position 
our industry for the fu-
ture by helping to make 
Australia’s pork indus-
try more resilient to the 
changing domestic and 
global landscapes in 
which our farmers and 
supply chains operate.”

Mr Baxter has served 
on the APL Board for 
two years, was elected 
acting Chair in Septem-
ber 2019 and will main-
tain his role on APL’s 
Market Development 
Committee and Quality 
Assurance and Animal 
Welfare Committee. 

Mr Andrew Baxter

New Chair for Australian Pork Limited

https://lallemandanimalnutrition.com/en/australia/
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BRIGHT and early on 
the Monday morning of 
the 2019 Australasian 
Pig Science Associa-
tion’s 17th biennial con-
ference, Alltech Lienert 
Australia hosted a break-
fast function at the Hil-
ton Adelaide.

Renowned nutritionist, 
Alltech European busi-
ness director and gut 
health platform director 
Dr Jules Taylor-Pickard 
presented to the assem-
bled farmers, researchers 
and media on ‘Gut health 
– shifting the balance: 
importance of microbial 
diversity’.

Dr Taylor-Pickard ex-
plained that good gut 
health within the pig 
drives superior perform-
ance, extolling the ben-
efits of mannan-rich frac-
tions in the gut to ensure 
optimum villi integrity 
and good caecum content 
among other things.

It became clear during 
the presentation that the 
more diverse the microbi-
ome, the healthier the pig.

Reducing antibiotic use 
is a core concern of all 
intensive livestock indus-
tries, and a highly diverse 
microbiome or indeed 
microbial rehabilitation 
post-pathogen challenge 
results in improved pig 
health.

A wide range of gut 
health products are cur-
rently available, from pro-
biotics to nutritional man-
agement programs, how-
ever Dr Taylor-Pickard’s 
research saw impressive 
results through the use of 
mannan prebiotics in the 
form of mannanoligosac-
charides and MRF.

Effects observed includ-
ed increased weight gain, 
improved feed conversion 

and decreased mortality 
– three things any farmer 
would be happy to hear.

Dr Taylor-Pickard found 
dietary MRF to consist-
ently increase microfloral 
diversity, while MOS was 
typically associated with 
pathogen binding.

MRF’s impact on an-
timicrobial resistance 
showed significantly re-
duced resistance among 
E. coli and enterococci in 
vivo, with the greater per-
centages of MRF further 
reducing resistance.

Such nutrigenomic ad-
vances are supporting the 
antibiotic-free programs 
many farmers are striv-
ing for. 

Alltech’s Actigen is a 
second-generation, unique 
bioactive product derived 
from saccharomyces 
cerevisiae and has been 
proven to increase micro-
bial diversity, lower anti-
microbial resistance and 
decrease pathogenesis.

Another product from 
Alltech’s gut health plat-
form is all-new Viligen, 
which Dr Taylor-Pickard 
showed prepares the im-
mature gut for efficient 
nutrient absorption, rapid 
growth and encourages 
feed intake by providing 
fatty acids, prebiotic com-
ponents and readily avail-
able mineral forms.

The enhanced gut health 
promoted by Viligen is 
achieved through target-
ing the gut mucosa and 
supporting the immature 
gut by providing fatty ac-
ids, prebiotic components 
and easily available min-
eral nutrients to maximise 
growth and health.

On-farm testing meth-
ods showed Viligen to sig-
nificantly increase body 
weight and piglet surviv-

ability while improving 
all-value piglets.

Impressively, Viligen 
also lowered the number 
of treated pigs by 40.4 
percent during the trial.

Viligen can be added di-
rectly to complete meals, 
pelleted feeds and wet 
diets via a premix at the 
recommended inclusion 
rate of 0.5-1.5kg/tonne in 
starter diets.

Dr Taylor-Pickard 
piqued the interest of a 
number of farmers present 
and some back and forth 
questions were answered 
promptly and with the 
backing of research and 
results.

If you’re interested in 
improving the gut health, 
immunity and feed intake 
of your pigs, call Alltech 
Lienert Australia today 
on 1800 649 231 or visit 
alltechlienert.com.au 

GUT HEALTH
PLATFORM

Alltech

YOU SEE OUTSIDE

WE SEE IN
You wouldn’t neglect your gut; 

why neglect theirs? 

Guaranteeing your herd the right start in life 
is crucial to achieving maximum profitability. 

Our range of nutritional solutions ensures 
the desired gut health environment for your 

, optimi ing feed conversion ratios

Alltech Lienert Australia shows the 
benefits of optimising gut health

Dr Taylor-Pickard in full flight during her presentation.

Dr Jules Taylor-Pickard engaged with the audience on pig gut health.

Monday at APSA 2019 kicked off with an Alltech 
Lienert breakfast seminar.

www.alltechlienert.com.au
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 Farrowing and weaner crates, 
growers and baconer pens.  Feed 
hopper with stainless steel trough.

 Farrowing flooring with a 10mm gap; 
weaners flooring with a 12mm gap; and 
growers flooring with a 15mm gap.

Excellent quality 
Concrete Slats for Piggeries

Diagonal Farrowing Crate.  Straight Farrowing Crate.

Ph (02) 6644 6065
Mobile 0437 431 901 | Email sales@vereyken.com.au 

2 Clark Rd, Junction Hill • PO Box 421, Grafton NSW 2460

Head Office: Vereyken Bros. Pty Ltd Anytime or (02) 6644 6065
 ABN 11 003 543 548                 Mobile: 0437 431 901 

Victoria: Ben Slots  Phone: (03) 9462 4266 
Freecall: 1800 999 245   Mobile: 0418 388 842

ALL FLOORING IS MADE TO SIZE AT NO EXTRA COST

EVERY year, thousands 
of volunteer firefighters 
give up their free time 
and risk their lives to 
help their follow citizens.  

Australia’s leading spe-
cialist bushfire fighting 
pump company Austral-
ian Pump Industries de-
cided to find out what 
makes a firefighting vol-
unteer tick.

The company launched 
a program to pull entries 
from volunteer brigades 
in Victoria with a view to 
letting them have their say 
about what makes these 
folks put themselves in 
the line of fire.

According to the ‘State 
of the Climate 2018’ re-
port, there has been a 
long-term increase in 
Australian fire conditions 
and the length of bushfire 
seasons.  

This has been a con-
stant trend since the 1950s 
and there’s no denying the 
fact, even if the cause is 
open to question.  

The concept of volun-
teer firefighting appears 
to be almost unique to 
Australia.  

The idea is that citizens, 
most of whom already 
have a full-time job, give 
up their leisure time with 
family and friends to train 

and educate people and 
raise funds, then in emer-
gency situations, they don 
their gear and report for 
duty within community 
that needs them most.

Country Fire Authority 
volunteers respond

Aussie Pumps’ Brad 
Farrugia said, “We start-
ed with the Country Fire 
Authority in Victoria be-
cause we know they have 
50,000 volunteers and that 
is a mighty force.”

Aussie Pumps builds 
high-pressure firefighting 
pumps used by farmers 
and home owners to pro-
tect their property.  

They’ve supplied hun-
dreds of pumps to the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife 
Service and to the Rural 
Fire Service in NSW.

The company believes if 
the volunteers are going to 
have to put themselves at 
risk, they should have the 
best equipment and get 
the credit they deserve.

“The more we get to 
understand the volunteers 
and the people who give 
up their free time, the 
more we realise what a 
huge debt we have,” Far-
rugia said.

“We appreciate the over-
ly selfless men and wom-
en who protect the lives 

and properties of others.”
Here are some samples 

of the great responses the 
company received. 

This is from Craig War-
ren from Wallington Fire 
Station. 

He said a lot with his 
short sharp comment 
about volunteers giving 
up their time.  

The question was ‘what 
motivates a volunteer to 
join?’ 

“The only reward is feel-
ing good about yourself 
by helping others,” Craig 
said.

Carol Brislane from 
Anakie Fire Brigade came 
up with a good point.  

“I hope I may inspire 
others to join,” Carol said.

Aussie Pumps was 
flooded with entries but 
eventually Christmas 
Hills Fire Brigade won 
the prize of an Aussie Fire 
Red Brigade Fire Captain 
high-pressure firefighting 
pump based on this very 
lyrical entry from Liz 
Mildenhall.

“Motivated to learn 
about fire behaviour and 
suppression after the 
devastating Black Satur-
day bushfires, we women 
joined the Christmas Hills 
Brigade. Ten years later 
with more knowledge and 

skills under our belts, we 
feel our efforts are valued, 
enjoy the teamwork and 
feel safer living in our 
beautiful bush,” Liz said.

Christmas Hills typical-
ly has a history of active 
women firefighters going 
back to the 1970s.  

Several of the female 
members are officers and 
hold important roles with-
in the brigade.  

The brigade often fields 
an all-female crew!

Aussie Pumps distribu-
tors around the country 
are getting behind this 
“appreciate the firie vol-
unteers” campaign and 
doing their bit to help out 
as well. 
Bushfire survival guide

Tens of thousands of 
Aussie Pumps’ Bushfire 
Survival Guides are going 
out into the market, free 
of charge to help people 
prepare for the worst.  

The guide helps to pro-
tect property, livestock, 
crops and human life.

For more info on the 
Aussie Pumps’ prod-
uct range, contact Aus-
sie Pumps or dealers 
throughout Australia. 

www.aussiepumps.com.
au 

In the line of fire
Congratulations to Christmas Hills Brigade and Dianne Simmons (captain), Deirdre Lucas (secretary) and 
Veronica Holland (firefighter).

PORK Queensland 
Inc founding director 
John Riley is taking 
a well-deserved break 
from a lifetime of 
work with and for the 
pork industry.

John has been associ-
ated with the industry 
in Queensland for as 
long as I can remem-
ber as a consultant and 
since 2009 as a director 
with PQI. 

He was one of the 
original directors 
who helped reform a 
Queensland represent-
ative organisation to 
provide a voice for pig 
farming and the pork 
industry, taking key is-
sues to the government 
as well as providing a 
voice into Australian 
Pork Limited as a State 
Farming Organisation. 

John has been a com-
mittee member of the 
Queensland Pig Con-
sultancy Group in 
Toowoomba and since 
arriving in Australia 25 
years ago has focused 
on supporting the in-
dustry. 

He worked as an 
APIQ auditor and as-
sisted many Queens-
land producers im-
prove their production 
systems. 

As a director of PQI, 
John has always pro-
vided valued contribu-
tions and robust debate 
on the core activities 
of our organisation and 
will be greatly missed. 

The Pork Queensland 
Board thanks John 
for his service to our 
organisation and the 
Queensland pork in-
dustry and wish him 
the very best in his re-
tirement.
PQI membership call

After providing mem-
bers a break from the 
annual fee for the past 

two years, PQI is now 
calling on members to 
continue supporting 
the function of the or-
ganisation with ongo-
ing or new membership 
and the annual fee.

• Members with more 
than 300 sows: $300 
per annum.

• Less than 300 sows: 
$150 per annum.

• Associate members: 
$200 per annum.

This fee goes towards 
any expenses incurred 
in attending meetings 
as well as supporting 
our membership with 

Queensland Farmers’ 
Federation. 

PQI directors give 
their time free to sup-
port the Queensland 
pork industry.

Call me on 0407 622 
166 or any director for 
membership inquiries. 
Best wishes for 2020

PQI would like to ex-
tend our best wishes 
to all producers and 
stakeholders and wish 
you and your families a 
happy and safe Christ-
mas and a prosperous 
2020.

Thank you! 

A true industry stalwart retires

President’s Perspective

by JOHN COWARD

John Riley
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MINISTER for Agri-
cultural Industry De-
velopment and Fisheries 
Mark Furner is praising 
the pork industry for its 
preparations for a possi-
ble incursion of African 
swine fever in Australia 
or Queensland.

“During November 
we met for the second 
time with the African 
Swine Fever–Queens-
land Awareness and Ac-
tion Forum members to 
review our preparedness 
effort,” Mr Furner said.

“I first met with the fo-
rum members in October 
when I committed to con-
tinuing engagement on 
this emergent and critical 
biosecurity threat.

“To date, we have pro-
vided Queensland veteri-
narians, pig owners, pig 
farm workers, feral pig 
hunters, industry and the 
general community with 
information about Afri-
can swine fever, the risks 
of introduction and how 
they can help prevent it 
as part of our shared ap-
proach to preparedness.

“All pig owners, wheth-
er they are commercial 
farmers, hobby farmers, 
pet owners or those who 
come into contact with 
pigs, including feral pigs, 
must also play their part.

“Pig owners must be 
registered as a biosecurity 
entity, which helps Bio-
security Queensland re-
spond in the event of an 
emergency animal, pest 
or disease incident.”

Producers can check 
their contact and regis-

tration details are up to 
date at qld.gov.au/Bios-
ecurityRegistration

The Queensland Gov-
ernment has rapidly 
scaled up its efforts in-
cluding:

• Increased education 
and awareness across 
potential pathways of in-
troduction such as food 
outlets that may give left-
overs to pig owners, peo-
ple buying pork products 
from overseas and feral 
pig hunters who might 
see something unusual;

• Enhancing laboratory 
diagnostic capacity;

• Supporting industry to 
boost biosecurity meas-
ures; and

• Providing more than 
4000 registered bio-
security entities in 
Queensland that keep at 
least one pig with infor-
mation about prevention 
and preparedness.

Mr Furner said the 
greatest risk was from 
people illegally bringing 
pork or pork products 
into Australia from over-
seas and these being fed 
to or eaten by pigs.

“Recent detections of 
African swine fever vi-
rus fragments in meat 
confiscated at Australian 
airports and mail centres 
highlight the serious risk 
of entry through pas-
senger movements and 
mail,” he said.

“I urge everyone to 
make sure they know 
what can and can’t be 
brought into Australia 
and comply with these 
requirements.

“While prevention is 
the key, we have to be 
ready in the event this 
disease does arrive.

“In its most severe form, 
up to 100 percent of pigs 
may be affected and die. 

“It’s estimated that by 
the end of 2019 up to 
a quarter of the world’s 
pigs may be lost as a re-
sult of this disease.

“No treatment or vac-

cine is available, so if Af-
rican swine fever became 
established in Queens-
land, it would be very 
difficult to eradicate.”

Find out more at qld.gov.
au/AfricanSwineFever or 
contact the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
on 13 25 23, or listen to 
the podcast at daf.qld.gov.
au/news-media/podcasts/
africanswinefever 

IN October 2019, the 
Boehringer Ingelheim 
Swine team held the 
second biennial FLEX 
Event at the Gold Coast. 

There were over 80 at-
tendees from the Austral-
ian swine industry made 
up of both producers and 
veterinarians. 

This year’s FLEX 360 
Event focused on in-
troducing the whole 
herd health approach to 
Boehringer’s customers.

The Boehringer Ingel-
heim team presented on a 
range of topics including 
the impact of biosecurity 
and environmental sci-
ence on whole herd health 

and production systems. 
Guest speaker Gus Bal-

bontin, the ex-executive 
director and CTO of 
Lonely Planet, conclud-
ed the daytime event by 
discussing how to unlock 
agility and adaptability 
in your business to suc-
ceed in a challenging and 
rapidly changing market. 

Gus got many of our 
customers excited to 
think about innovation in 

the swine industry.
Also at the event, the 

Boehringer Ingelheim 
Animal Health Acad-
emy was unveiled to 
Boehringer’s swine cus-
tomers with three Af-
rican swine fever bio-
security modules avail-
able at launch. 

These educational mod-
ules are part of a suite 
of six, with the remain-
ing three being rolled out 

later this year. 
They are aimed at help-

ing farm workers and 
their managers to look at 
different aspects of bio-
security that can affect 
their ASF risk.

In the evening, custom-
ers were given a network-
ing opportunity at a pool-
side dinner, where there 
were food stalls with 
flavours from around the 
world as well as a band 
and entertainers.

The FLEX 360 Event 
was a successful continu-
ation from the first event 
in 2017, and the feedback 
has been extremely posi-
tive from participants. 
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THE national eco-
nomic impact from an 
African swine fever 
incursion in Australia 
has been estimated to 
be up to $2.03 billion 
for a larger, multi-
point impact over five 
years.

APL CEO Margo An-
drae said while there 
has been a significant 
increase in virus detec-
tion at our borders in 
recent months, it is cru-
cial all participants in 
Australia’s biosecurity 
system play their part 
in managing the threat.

“The threat of in-
cursion from African 
swine fever is not one 
we can take lightly,” Ms 
Andrae said.

“Not only is our pork 

supply at stake but the 
jobs of 36,000 Austral-
ians are at risk.

The latest testing 
figures released by 
Australian Border Se-
curity found 48 per-
cent of pork products 
seized at airports and 
in international mail 
during September 
2019 were contami-
nated with fragments 
of the virus. 

This was in addition 
to three samples that 
contained foot and 
mouth disease frag-
ments, and which were 
immediately destroyed.

“Just recently, a sec-
ond individual was de-
ported and their Aus-
tralian visa was can-
celled at Sydney Air-

port when they failed 
to declare they were 
carrying pork products 
from Vietnam,” Ms An-
drae said. 

“This is a clear signal 
to future travellers that 
Australia is taking this 
issue very seriously and 
I implore travellers to 
adhere to our laws.

“We are fully com-
mitted to working with 
the Australian Govern-
ment to keep Australia 
free of ASF, maintain-
ing our premium prod-
uct status.”

The APL-funded 
ACIL Allen report de-
tailing the impacts of 
an ASF outbreak in 
Australia is now avail-
able at australianpork.
com.au 

African swine fever would 
cost Aus $2 billion: APL

Boehringer Ingelheim hosts biennial FLEX Event

Prepare now to save our bacon

www.hydroinnovations.com.au
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READY-to-eat roast 
pork complete with 
crunchy crackle has 
proved a market hit for a 
Riverina-based producer 
who has collected a swag 
of awards for the prod-
uct, which has found 
its way onto millions 
of Aussie dinner plates 
since it was introduced 
last year.

Riverview Farms Pork 
Roast with Crackle re-
cently scooped three ma-
jor wins at the Australian 
Food Awards, including 
the Gold Medal in the 
Convenience Main Meals 
Category, Best Conveni-
ence Main Meal and the 
Champion Australian 
Convenience Food trophy. 

It was also a finalist for 
Australian Product of the 
Year.

The product is sold 
cooked, hot and ready 

to eat, much like the hot 
chickens so many con-
sumers buy each week.

Riverview Farms brand 
manager Ashley Hoff-
mann says busy lifestyles, 
evolving consumer tastes 
and hesitation over how 
to cook the perfect pork 
roast are some of the rea-
sons behind the boom in 
convenient options like 
this.

“Consumers are making 
more frequent, smaller 
trips to the supermarket 
each week and ready-
made meals and pre-
cooked products are high 
on the shopping list,” he 
said.

“Hot convenience foods 
offer consumers inspira-
tion for ‘what will be for 
my dinner tonight’ or ‘my 
lunch right now’.

“We couldn’t shut our 
eyes to this change in 
buying behaviour, so we 
chose to innovate to meet 
the needs of the modern 
consumer.

“It’s been a huge success 
that has propelled River-
view Farms to a leader-
ship position for pork in 
the ‘grab and go’ meals 
category, which we’re 
very proud of. 

“We focus on innovation, 
service and the very best-
quality pork, and we are 
delighted by the way the 
market has embraced our 

latest product offering.”
Ashley said the success 

of the ‘ready to go’ Riv-
erview Farms Pork Roast 
with Crackle shows con-
sumers are excited about 
products that reduce the 
complexity and time re-
quired to prepare their 
favourite meals.

“Our research over-
whelmingly shows con-
sumers choose roast pork 
because of the crackle but 
a lot of us are too busy to 
prepare a roast on a regu-
lar basis,” he said.

“The Riverview Farms 
Pork Roast with Crackle 

is prepared and cooked in-
store the traditional way, 
so consumers can now 
buy a pork roast they love 
and have it any day of the 
week.”

Riverview Farms is part 
of the Rivalea brand fam-
ily, which owns and man-
ages the entire production 
cycle of its products, from 
raising pigs to processing 
to distribution, to ensure 
second-to-none quality.

For more information 
about Riverview Farms 
Pork Roast with Crackle, 
visit riverviewfarms.com.
au 

MINISTER for Ag-
riculture Bridget Mc-
Kenzie is establish-
ing a National Feral 
Pig Co-ordinator to 
tackle Australia’s fe-
ral pig population as 
the threat of African 
swine fever creeps 
closer to Australia.

“Feral pigs cost the 
national agricultural 
sector about $14.5 mil-
lion a year through 
production losses and 
that cost would balloon 
exponentially if Afri-
can swine fever reached 
Australia,” Minister 
McKenzie said.

“As a transmitter of 
deadly viruses like Af-
rican swine fever, in-
fected feral pigs could 
carry the disease into 
locations of critical risk 
for pork producers.

“There would be 
widespread ramifica-
tions for Australian 
agriculture if our hard-
earned international 
reputation for produc-
ing of safe, clean and 
green food and fibre 
was damaged by a dis-
ease outbreak.

“There are an esti-
mated 25 million feral 
pigs roaming across 45 
percent of Australia’s 
landmass and the losses 
feral pigs cause farm-
ers and pastoralists are 
even more acute dur-
ing drought when water 
and feed are so pre-
cious.

“Now, with the 
heightened risk feral 
pigs present as a vec-
tor for disease means 
enough is enough.”

Northern Territory 
Senator Sam McMahon 
has called for govern-
ment action.

“We’ve listened to 

industry’s requests for 
more to be done on 
feral pig management 
and we’re acting on it, 
investing $1.4 million 
over the next three and 
half years to support a 
national feral pig co-
ordinator,” Senator Mc-
Mahon said.

“I’m excited by the 
opportunity for our 
government to work 
alongside our state and 
territory counterparts, 
industry, researchers, 
natural resource man-
agement groups and the 
community to ensure 
this is a truly national 
effort that reduces feral 
pig numbers and less-
ens the African swine 
fever risk.

“I commend Austral-
ian Pork Limited and 
the National Farmers’ 
Federation for their ef-
forts in advocating for a 
nationally coordinated 
approach to feral pig 
management.”

NSW Nationals Sena-
tor Perin Davey said fe-
ral pigs did not respect 
borders.

“NSW has more than 
its fair share of feral 
pigs,” Senator Davey 
said.

“This initiative will 
co-ordinate efforts 
across the nation to 
eradicate this feral pest, 
which is so destructive 
to our agricultural en-
terprises and our natu-
ral fauna.

“We’ve seen the suc-
cess of the National 
Wild Dog Action Plan 
– and we can mirror 
that with this feral pig 
role for the benefit of 
not just the pig indus-
try but agriculture more 
broadly and our beauti-
ful environment.”

Australian Pork Lim-
ited chief executive 
Margo Andrae said the 
co-ordinator would be 
based with the produc-
er-owned pig industry 
body.

“This is a crucial op-
portunity to get on the 
front foot nationally to 
better manage feral pig 
populations, both in the 
immediate context of 
protecting our industry 
from African swine fe-
ver and to reduce the 
agricultural and envi-
ronmental damage feral 
pigs inflict across so 
much of the continent,” 
Ms Andrae said.

“We estimate an in-
cursion of African 
swine fever would cost 
Australia more than $2 
billion.

“Acting on behalf 
of Australia’s 2700 
pig producers and the 
36,000 people em-
ployed in our supply 
chains, industry and 
government are deter-
mined to stop that hap-
pening.

“This role will en-
sure reliable feral pig 
control methods are 
understood and used, 
and strengthen the on-
ground work carried 
out by the states.

“The co-ordination 
and support of indus-
try, government and the 
community in develop-
ing more safeguards 
to stop African swine 
fever from reaching 
our shores is already 
helping to protect our 
industry and a National 
Feral Pig Co-ordinator 
is another important 
way to strengthen our 
defences.” 

National Feral Pig Co-ordinator 
to tackle African swine fever

Responding to market drives success 
for award-winning pork producer

Ian Prunell, Mark McKenzie and Ashley Hoffmann from Rivalea.

FEDERAL Member 
for Maranoa David 
Littleproud has wel-
comed the decision 
of the Charities and 
Not-for-profits Com-
mission to strip Aussie 
Farms of its charitable 
status.

Aussie Farms runs a 
website listing the pri-
vate details of thousands 
of Australian farming 
families and encourag-
ing activists to take part 
in farm invasions.

“This is a win for 
common sense,” Minis-
ter Littleproud said.

“As Agriculture Min-
ister I wrote to the 

Charities Commission-
er asking him to review 
Aussie Farms’ charita-
ble status. 

“Today he acted.
“I also worked with 

the Attorney-General to 
bring Aussie Farms un-
der the Privacy Act with 
a maximum penalty of 
$2.1 million for breach-
ing the Act. 

“Charities do not in-
vade people’s privacy 
and encourage illegal 
behaviour.

“Our farmers deserve 
respect for putting the 
best food in the world 
on our dinner tables.

“These activists put 

farming families at risk 
by encouraging large-
scale trespass.

“No one wants 50 
strangers invading their 
backyard where their 
kids play.

“Aussie Farms will 
lose charity tax benefits 
after being exposed for 
what they are – militant 
activists.    

“It’s time Aussie 
Farms came to their 
senses and took their 
attack map down.

“We will always stand 
behind our farmers 
and farming families 
who have done nothing 
wrong.” 

Littleproud welcomes 
Aussie Farms decision

The Australian Food Awards trophy.

www.aussiepumps.com.au
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist 
services and facilities in the pig industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my CardHere’s my Card

LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR
SUCCESS

Alex Turney 
Managing Director, AUS, NZ, RSA & IDN

Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

EASTERN
genetic resources

Brenden McClelland
Phone: 07 4663 1279

Fax: 07 4663 1395
AI Centre: 07 4663 1071

Mobile: 0409 064 806
email: belmontpastoralco@outlook.com
website: www.easterngenetics.com.au

"Belmont"
MS 360
Bell Qld

Australia 4408

Supplying the  
Piggery Industry  
with tarpaulin  
• Shelter covers  
• Blinds • Liners  
• Thermal Covers

Phone: 1300 059 003    
Fax: 1300 052 401  
Email: info@polytex.net.au    
www.polytex.net.au

Kate HENNE  - 0499 287 710

Darryl MEANEY - 0419 594 922

Bernard CHUAH - 0414 610 889

Neil GANNON - 0458 634 554

Mark OLLEY - 0437 076 615

Bruce HUNT- 0499 171 010

ERBER Biotech Australia Pty Ltd
PO Box 2344, Carlingford NSW 2118
Tel: 02 9872 6324, Fax: 02 9872 5139
email: office.australia@biomin.net

www.biomin.net

Dr Rachel O’Higgins
BVMS MRCVS

Technical Services Veterinarian

Minitube Australia Pty Ltd Tel: +61 3 5342 8688

P.O. Box 1 Fax: +61 3 5342 8788

135 Brooke Street, Smythesdale Mobile: +61 409 365 552

Victoria 3351 rachel@minitube.com.au

Australia www.minitube.com.au

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

DAIRIES - PIGGERIES - ABATTOIRS
Proudly designed & manufactured in Australia

NO BEARINGS OR SEALS UNDERWATER
Can run dry indefinitely without damage

HIGH HEADS AND HUGE OUTPUTS
Ideally suited for travelling irrigators

UNIQUE NON CLOG IMPELLER

ABN: 92 115 191 056

Laboratory ServicesACE
12 Gildea Lane Bendigo East, Vic 3550

AQIS QC2 Containment Facility APVMA Licensed Manufacturer

Email: info@acelabservices.com.au
PO Box 6101 White Hills, Vic 3550

PH  : (03) 5443 9665
FAX: (03) 5443 9669

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited

78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0400 480 499
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
andres.ardila@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Dr. Andres Ardila
Technical Services Veterinarian

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Pty Limited
78 Waterloo Road
North Ryde NSW 2113
Mobile: 0478 314 237
Tel: 1800 808 691
Fax: 02 8875 8715
kitty.wong@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Kitty Wong
Brand Manager
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www.chrisrichards.com.au • 1800 426 142 • F: 03 5445 5914

Swine Veterinary Consultants
• Health, Production and QA Services
• Disease Eradication and   
 Repopulations
• Servicing all areas of Australia 

CHRIS RICHARDS & ASSOCIATES

Anke Woeckel  
Veterinarian 
Technical Advisor Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 

Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113

North Ryde Post Business Centre, 

Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670

Australia
T 1800 226 511
M 0437 010 683
F 1800 810 511
anke.woeckel@merck.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

NATHAN DWYER
Key Account Manager

AusPac Ingredients Pty.Ltd.
Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340
Mobile  +61 (0) 429 127 599
Tel   +61 2  6762 7708
Fax  +61 2  6762 7709
Email  nathan@auspacingredients.com.au

Amanda Vardanega 
National Key Account Manager 
Swine

Intervet Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1 - Building A, 26 Talavera Road 

Macquarie Park, NSW, 2113

North Ryde Post Business Centre, 

Locked Bag 2234
North Ryde, NSW, 1670

Australia
T 1800 033 461
M 0427 011 579
F 1800 817 414
amanda.vardanega@merck.com

The Science of Healthier Animals

MICHAEL GUTIERREZ
Key Account Manager

AusPac Ingredients Pty.Ltd.
Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340
Mobile  +61 (0) 419 911 365
Tel   +61 2  6762 7708
Fax  +61 2  6762 7709
Email  michael.gutierrez@auspacingredients.com.au

RG Campbell Advisory

Dr Roger Campbell
Director 
ABN 79626160085B 96 6 60085

roger.campbell@rgcampbelladvisory.com.aub ll b ll d

Phone/ +61 407 774 714
linkedin.com/in/roger-campbell-95237356

■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card Here’s my Card

Walter Osborne
GENETICS MANAGER

CEFN Genetics Pty Ltd
54 King St, Clifton, QLD 4361
Phone: 07 4697 3344
Fax: 07 4697 3532
Web: www.cefn.com.au
Email: wally@cefn.com.au
Mobile: 0457 833 621

Breeding a Better Future

Alison  Leary
0487 777 089

Fiona Selleck
0428 247 272

Fabian Barcelo
0447 444 674

Unit 2, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340

ccdanimalhealth.com.au

Dr. David Isaac
DVM MRCVS - ANIMAL HEALTH,
INNOVATION & RESEARCH MANAGER

M +61 400 603 483
P +617 3723 9844   F +617 3271 3080
E d.isaac@becfeed.com.au
W becfeedsolutions.com.au

Mark Connors
PhD & B. Agric. Sc
NATIONAL SALES & TECHNICAL MANAGER

M +61 477 021 188
P +617 3723 9886   F +617 3271 3080
E m.connors@becfeed.com.au
W becfeedsolutions.com.au

Craig McCann
NATIONAL KEY
RELATIONSHIP MANAGER

M +61 488 025 555
E c.mccann@becfeed.com.au
W becfeedsolutions.com.au

DEAN GUENTHER
Oceania General Manager

Office: 61 (0)7 5422 9201
mobile: 61 (0)412 853 270

fax: 61 (0)7 5422 9201
dguenther@zinpro.com

Zinpro Animal Nutrition, Inc.
PO Box 1084
Woodford QLD 4514 Australia
zinpro.com

www.reevegroup.com.au
(03) 9699 7355

FOR WATER AND EFFLUENT
ON CROPS AND PASTURES

Volume capacity –
18m3/hr to 90m3/hr

Spray width to 36m and
runs up to 330m

PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411  M 0409 091 678
E MYORA@MYORA.COM.AU  W MYORA.COM.AU

JEFF BRAUN
MANAGING DIRECTOR

PO BOX 550, MOUNT GAMBIER, SA 5290
P 08 8725 0411  M 0431 679 053
E TOM@MYORA.COM.AU  W MYORA.COM.AU

TOM BRAUN
GENERAL MANAGER

John Reeves  0412 264 497

Avril Grieve  0438 352 443

Tim Fulton  0431 075 972

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138

PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128

T:1800 814 883   F: 02 8876 0444   W: www.zoetis.com.au

185 Thomas Street
(PO Box 271)

Murray Bridge SA 5253

P  08 8531 2700
F  08 8531 2711

M  0419 559 011

E aaron@jacksonsaustralia.com

W www.jacksonsaustralia.com
Aaron Hines
Sales & Production Manager

Design • Engineering • Fabrication

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463

M +61 417 930 536

E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 

Western Australia 6162

PIC Australia

Clark Forbes, Business Manager
M: 0427 909 361  E: cforbes@picaustralia.com.au

Mal Auld, Technical Services Manager, WA
M: 0427 086 931  E: mauld@picaustralia.com.au

Dr Pat Mitchell
M: 0402 794 912 E: patricia.mitchell@picaustralia.com.au

PIC Australasia Pty Ltd, PO Box 39, Grong Grong NSW 2652
P: 02 6956 2105 F: 02 6956 2203 E: info@picaustralia.com.au

NEVER STOP IMPROVING

www.porknews.com.au

Ben Collins BBus DipMgt
Advertising & Marketing Manager

P: 07 3286 1833   F: 07 3821 2637   M: 0439 708 602
E: ben@porknews.com.au  PO Box 387, Cleveland QLD 4163
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STOCKYARD Indus-
tries would like to wel-
come Douglas Chadam-
buka to the Technical 
Service Team. 

Douglas has a diploma 
in Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineering and 
a Cert IV in Electrical 
Instrumentation. 

Douglas has more than 
20 years’ experience 
in installation, repair, 
maintenance and com-
missioning of machines 

in various industrial 
manufacturing indus-
tries. 

In his previous roles 
Douglas was responsi-
ble for installation, fault 
finding, servicing and 
maintenance and provid-
ing hands-on experience 
training to staff.  

Douglas will be based in 
Toowoomba, Queensland 
for all your service needs 
and can be contacted on 
0427 583 997 or doug 

las@stockyardindustries.
com

Stockyard would also 
like to welcome Paul Mc-
Keon as the new ware-
house manager at Ben-
digo.

Paul has more than 23 
years’ experience in ware-
housing in hardware and 
retail. 

With the growing busi-
ness, Stockyard has 
bought a larger delivery 
vehicle to service custom-

ers on delivery runs in 
southern NSW, Victoria 
and South Australia. 

The larger vehicle al-
lows the team to add more 
equipment onto the runs.

With the rakes, the driv-
ers can now can carry 
longer feedpipes. 

After adding the soon-
to-be-delivered alumin-
ium trailer, Stockyard’s 
new vehicle will be able 
to carry more than 4.5 
tonnes of products. 

■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card  Here’s my Card ■■ Here’s my Card Here’s my Card

I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N S

Rick Carter, PhD
Technical Services Manager – Pacific

mob: 0412 888 485
mrick.carter@kemin.com

S™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

Matt Henry
Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.commatthew.henry@kemin.com

I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N
SS™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 

Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner 0499 009 293

Kate Parry 0448 340 619
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Delivering Excellence in
Swine Reproduction

Lethbridge, Victoria

Freecall: 1800 647744

Facsimile: (03) 5281 7547

Mobile: 0400 672 418

Email: lethbridge@porkstorks.com.au

Glencoe, Queensland

Phone: (07) 4699 3011

Facsimile: (07) 4699 3055

Mobile: 0400 672 418

Email: glencoe@porkstorks.com.au

Technical Service Team member Douglas Chadambuka. Bendigo warehouse manager Paul Mckeon.

Stockyard’s new delivery vehicle.

Stockyard Industries expands its 
Technical Service Team and welcomes 
new warehouse manager in Bendigo

AUSTRALIA’S de-
fences against a poten-
tially devastating Afri-
can swine fever breach 
have been tested dur-
ing a month-long op-
eration by biosecurity 
officers targeting trav-
ellers from high-risk 
countries affected by 
the disease.

Agriculture Minis-
ter Bridget McKenzie 
said Operation Con-
way was a saturation 
exercise that involved 
the screening of all 
passengers and crew 
from identified flights 
for pork products and 
other biosecurity risk 
material. 

“In all, 1021 passen-
gers and crew were 
screened using a combi-
nation of X-ray, manual 
inspection and detector 
dogs across five flights 
originating from coun-
tries with confirmed 
cases of African swine 
fever,” Minister Mc-
Kenzie said. 

“Twenty-eight in-
fringements and 17 
written warnings were 
issued during the opera-
tion, with 44kg of risk 
products seized, includ-
ing 12kg of pork, chick-
en and beef products.  

“A number of pork 
products seized were 

sent for ASF testing, 
with 22 percent return-
ing a positive result.

“African swine fever 
is not present in Aus-
tralia and our govern-
ment is determined 
to keep it that way, to 
protect our agriculture 
industries, our environ-
ment and our reputation 
as one of the world’s 
most sought-after sup-
pliers of safe, clean and 
green food and fibre. 

“African swine fever 
would have a substan-
tial impact on Austral-
ia’s $5.2 billion pork 
industry and the 34,000 
jobs that depend on it in 
rural and regional com-
munities.

“There’s no vaccine 
and no cure and it kills 
about 80 percent of the 
pigs it infects, so this 
exercise aimed to test 
the performance of cur-
rent controls to deter 
the illegal importation 
by travellers of African 
swine fever risk prod-
ucts.”

During October, Op-
eration Conway saw 
dedicated teams of 
biosecurity officers 
deployed across four 
states and locations – 
Melbourne, Sydney, 
Brisbane and Dar-
win – supported at the 

border by colleagues 
from Australian Border 
Force.

“The operation shows 
us that despite the risk 
to Australia, some peo-
ple are still doing the 
wrong thing and bring-
ing in products that 
could cause an outbreak 
here,” Minister McKen-
zie said.

“The levels of non-
compliance and other 
intelligence gathered in 
this operation are used 
to refine profiling as 
well as inform the sorts 
of screening activities 
we undertake so we can 
make sure we have the 
best measures in opera-
tion to protect Australia 
from this terrible dis-
ease. 

“As well as height-
ened screening for pork 
products at airports and 
mail centres, our gov-
ernment has strength-
ened compliance action 
at the airport, which has 
resulted in a significant 
increase in the number 
of infringement notices 
issued. 

“We have also rede-
ployed detector dogs to 
Cairns and Darwin and 
placed ASF signage at 
international airports to 
ensure passengers de-
clare all pork items.” 

100 percent inspections test 
African swine fever defences

Photo: Department of Ågriculture and Water Resources.
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and implementation of 
cutting-edge technologies, 
with some game-changing 
discoveries and ideas re-
vealed.

Following on from the 
keynote speakers in most 
sessions were dozens of 
shorter presentations from 
researchers, students and 
pork industry profession-
als, continuing with a 
similar topical theme to 
the foundation laid by the 
keynote speaker. 

These short but sweet 
10-minute presentations 
ensured research out-
comes were delivered in a 
timely and easy to under-
stand format, yet still with 
enough time for questions 
and interaction with the 
audience.

Highlights came from 

everywhere and of par-
ticular note was the ex-
ceptionally high standard 
of research and forward 
thinking displayed by the 
students who show plenty 
of promise for the future 
of the pork industry.

Speaking of students, the 
APSA Medal is awarded 
based upon the best pres-
entation given by a student 
or scientist with less than 
five years’ industry expe-
rience at their first APSA 
conference.

This year’s APSA Medal 
winner was Megan Hayes 
of the University of Mel-
bourne for her flawless 
presentation on ‘Positive 
human contact reduces 
avoidance behaviour of 
gestating sows during 
routine husbandry proce-
dures’.

Students and research-

ers are also encouraged 
to submit an abstract of 
their research for the con-
ference, either through 
an oral presentation or a 
poster.

The balance of abstracts 
submitted are presented in 
the form of posters.

APSA’s Poster Award is 
presented to the creator of 
an engaging and eye-catch-
ing poster detailing relevant 
and interesting research.

This year saw an ex-
tremely high calibre of 
posters presented from 
across the industry, with 
the winner of the award 
being Australasian Pork 
Research Institute Limited 
Chief Scientist and CEO 
John Pluske’s poster titled 
‘Feeding larger diameter 
pellets to pigs in lacta-
tion does not improve the 
weaning weight of piglets 

born to gilts but decreases 
the removal rate of pigs in 
the post-weaning period’.

While this is a poten-
tially tumultuous time for 
industry, with pig prices 
still recovering and now 
the threat of ASF on our 
doorstep, a great many 
positive points for indus-
try were presented during 
the conference thanks to 
world-leading science of-
ten being done right in our 
backyard.

You should save the date 
now for the 2021 confer-
ence as the week beginning 
on Sunday, November 14.

In coming months, we 
will be running coverage 
in APN on a number of 
presentations from APSA 
2019, so stay tuned to see 
some of the event’s high-
lights. 
Daniel Tomlinson

APSAlutely awesome conference in Adelaide

ADELAIDE |  November 17-20, 2019

☛ from P1

Stuart Wilkinson presented the International APSA Travel Scholarships to Jamil 
Faccin and Kiah Gourley.

Rebecca Athorn of Australian Pork Limited, Pat Mitchell of PIC, Ashley Norval 
formerly of APL and now at DanBred and Lechelle van Breda of APL had a great 
time at the APSA conference dinner.

Stéphane Jonvel, Phatanee Leksrisompong and Roger Campbell caught up 
between scientific presentations.

The APSA Medal was presented to Megan Hayes by Darryl D’Souza of SunPork 
Solutions.

The 2021 APSA committee, minus Stuart who snuck into the middle.

The 2019 APSA committee did a fantastic job organising and running a classic conference.

The food on hand throughout APSA was a highlight for the author. The networking dinner at La Boca 
Argentinian restaurant comprised sublime cuts of Australian lamb, beef and pork.
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ADELAIDE |  November 17-20, 2019

The APSA crew quickly overran the rooftop of 2KW Bar and Restaurant after the social functions.

Jefo’s microphone ‘throw boxes’ certainly got a workout during conference proceedings, with 
dozens of attendees quizzing presenters during question time.

With over 280 attendees, APSA 2019 provided the perfect platform for those in the pig industry 
to connect with and learn from one another.

The APSA Poster Award for 2019 was presented to John Pluske by Rebecca Athorn.

Hanging out during the poster presentations were Laura Vargovic of the University of New 
England, Annika Bunz of Rivalea, Jo-Anne Harper of Rivalea and Susanne Hermesch of Animal 
Genetics and Breeding Unit.

TO get the ball rolling on 
the final day of the 2019 
Australasian Pig Science 
Association Conference, 
BEC Feed Solutions hosted 
a breakfast seminar at the 
Hilton Adelaide.

BEC prides itself on pro-
viding complete feed solu-
tions to farmers, and as such 
we saw presentations from 
three different arms of the 
feed and nutrigenomics sec-
tors.

First, those in attendance 
heard from Nuscience Glob-
al Category Manager Pigs 
& Cattle Kobe Lannoo who 
discussed C-Vita, a mixture 
of medium-chain fatty acids 
with a special focus on G-
plus micro-organisms.

Kobe showed the benefits 
of adding C-Vita to both pig-
let and sow feeds, particular-
ly in its ability to reduce the 
prevalence of streptococcus 
suis in piglets and sows.

Nusciences advises using 
C-Vita at dosage rates of 
1-2kg/tonne in piglet feed, 
leading to less incoming 
strep suis, a better micro-
biome, increased immunity, 
less translocation of strep 
suis and lower incidences 
of meningitis and swollen 
joints in the nursery.

Adding 1kg/tonne of C-Vi-
ta to gestation and lactation 
feed for sows results in a 
healthier microbiome, better 
immunity for both sows and 
piglets, lower pre-weaning 
mortality and less strep-
tococcus in the farrowing 
house and weaning stable.

Second, attendees were 
treated to a presentation 
from Adisseo Global Scien-
tific & Technical Manager – 
Palatability Simon Eskinazi.

Simon discussed Nutri-
ad (now Adisseo) product 
KRAVE AP and how adding 
it to feed enhances sow and 
litter performance.

Developed specifically to 
stimulate appetite and im-
prove feed intake during 
lactation, KRAVE AP im-
proves palatability of sow 
feed and results in sows that 
eat more readily, more often.

Simon showed through 
increasing their feed in-
take thanks to the taste of 
KRAVE AP, sows had re-
duced weight loss during 
lactation, better condition at 
weaning, shorter weaning-
to-oestrus interval, higher 
farrowing rate, more piglets/
sow/year and improved sow 
longevity.

Due to the improved con-
dition and therefore milk 
production of the sow, tri-
als showed heavier litter 
weights at weaning, with up 
to 500g of additional litter 
weight gain per day.

In a nutshell, the results 
showed optimal productivity 
and improved profits.

The third and final presen-
tation came from swine nu-

tritionist and Adisseo Tech-
nical Manager Asia Pacific 
Luiz Souza.

Luiz disseminated re-
sults from swine trials with 
Selisseo, a pure source of 
hydroxy-selenomethionine 
antioxidant designed to help 
pigs fight oxidative stress.

It was proven through trial 
results that Selisseo included 
in the diet of sows and pig-
lets under oxidative stress 
improves reproductive per-
formance, piglet health and 
overall meat quality.

As the most efficient or-
ganic source of selenium, at 
its higher concentration it is 
recommended to feed Selis-
seo at 10-15g/tonne of feed 
to see optimum results.

Combining all three prod-
ucts showcased during the 
morning’s presentations 
would result in pigs with 
above-average levels of 
health and therefore produc-
tivity.

For further information 
on any of the products dis-
cussed, call BEC Feed Solu-
tions on 1300 884 593 or 
visit becfeedsolutions.com.
au 

Presenters at the BEC Feed Solutions breakfast seminar 
Luiz Souza, Simon Eskinazi and Kobe Lannoo.

BEC Feed Solutions reveals 
real dietary improvements
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WHOLE HERD HEALTH
WHOLE HERD PROTECTION

PCV2 = Porcine circovirus type 2; M. hyo = Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae 

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health Australia Pty. Ltd. Level 1, 78 Waterloo Road, North Ryde NSW 2113. ABN 53 071 187 285. 
FLEX 360 Program® is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica GmbH. All rights reserved. AU-POR-0009-2019

Please contact your consulting veterinarian or your Boehringer 
Ingelheim Animal Health representative for more information.

WHEN YOU DEMAND PERFORMANCE, 
TURN TO THE PRODUCTS YOU TRUST

Premium protection for your whole herd

We help you develop a holistic approach to disease management in your business to achieve 
whole herd health by:

•  Maximising immunity against PCV2 and M.hyo for all life stages of your herd - gilts, sows, and piglets 

• Minimising disease exposure through best practice operations

FLEXcombo can now be used for pregnant and lactating sows,  
so you can protect your pigs in all life stages. 

https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com.au/
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